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BOOK   XIX. 

C  H  A  P.    IV. 

T'he  Hiftory  of  France,  from  the  Reign  of  Clovis 
to  that  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

Thefirft  or  Merovingian  Race  of  Kiftgs  to  their  Ex* 

tin5lion. 

THE    rife  or  origin  of  all  nations  is  naturally  ob-  Connexion 
fcure ;  that  of  the  Franks  is  panicalarly  fo :  all  of  this 
that  can.be  faid  of  it  is  founded  chiefly  in  conjee-  '^^^^  ^he 
ture,  and  deriving  its  credit  from   a  comparifon  ^'"'"^ 
or  concurrence  of  circumftaoces,  falls  fhort  of  certainty,  ^^f^  ^  ^ 
and  is  at  pioft  but .  probable  ».  '  What  can   be  faid  worth  ^^^^'^^^  * 
^onfidering^   upon  this  perphsxed  fubjeft,  the  reader  has  j^jfig^y  gf 

'   ^  Pirfac<;>Pcre  Daniel  fur  THiftorlque  de  France.      Hiftoirc 
^  Geogrftpkhie  ancienne  Sc  moderne,    par  M.  D'Audiffret, 
tomJn.  p,  13.. .  Noavelle  Hilloire  de  France,  par  M.  Lovis 
LB  Gendre,  p.  4,  5.  ' 

.MQD^HiST.Vot.  XXIII.  B'  ..feca      ^ 


,*       .    /  .    fbeMiftdryof1?t2itict.  fi- 3tf3E, 

fi^/Franks  flfen  in  fii^  former  part  of  this  work  very  clearly  and  cor- 
/#  Clovis;  reftly  ftatcd  ^  There,  likewife,  may  be  found  what  hasr 
Been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  With  the  greateft  appearance 
of  truth,  concerning  ,  their  four  firft  kings^  under  whom 
they  conteftcd  the  dominion  of  <^aul  witli  the  Romans i 
wh0  were  then  podefled  of  it,  inz.  Pharafnond^  Clodio, 
Marovius,  ind  Childeric  <?.  It  Is  very  dolibtful,  whether 
the  third  of  thefd  princes  was  btother,  or  fon,  or  kinfman, 
or  of  quite  another  family  from  his  predeceflbr.  The  laft 
ftas  been  held  moft  probable,  becaufe  the  firft  fine  of  the 
^  kings  of  the  Franks  in  GaVia  wjire  from  him  ,  ftiled  Mero* 

vingian,    which  looks  as  if  he  was  the  founder  of  a  new 
family   at  leaft,  if  not  of  the  monarchy  ^/     This  indeed 
has  by  fome  learned  men  been  bellowed  on  his  fon,  while 
other  learned  critics,  with  a  great  modern  hiftorian  *,  afcribe 
fliis  hofiouif  whoHy  to  Chvis,  and  affirm,  tkat  tb  him  the 
fibnouf  is  due,  of  laying  the  foufndation  of    that  empire, 
"^hich  Ka^  fublltfed  to'  long,  and  been  extended  fo  far.     It 
»  for  thra  r62fon^  tftat  the  reijgn  of  Clovis  is  alfo  "to  be 
found  in  the  former  piart  of  this  ^?^ork ;  fo  that  we  might 
'^    ^nter  oh  tliii  fe^lod  with  the  divifion  of  his  dominion^ 
tmongfl  his  four  fons  :  but  as  in  this  there  T^buld  be  fome- 
.     thing  vefy  abrupt,  and  a^  we  nuiflf  be  frequently  referring 
fo  what  pafled  under  the  reign  of  their  father, .  we  are  per- 
ftiadcd  it 'will  be  more  for  the  reader's  eafe,  as  well  as  our 
6wn,  to  enter  upon  our  taflc  by  a  very  fuci^inft  recapitula- 
tion of  his  hiftOry. 
€l6vf8^-      Clodoveus,  as  he  is  called  by  Gtegory  of  Tcurs^  Clo-^ 
feats  Sya-  viSy  as  he  is  ufually  ftiled,  or  I^r/ix,  for  it  i^  the  fame  name' 
grii3#,^i^/j  differently  writteii,  fucceeded  his  father  Childeric^   at  the 
*"  ?^p'^  ^^<^  fifteea.     The  firft  five  years  of  his  government,  ia§ 
to  the  Ro-  agy  jj^jjjg  ^^  know,  Were  fpent  in  peace  \   but,  at  the  ex- 
ihan/flw-  piratiOh  of  that  time,  lie  had  perfefted  all  his  preparation* 
G^^\  and^  attacking  the  Romans  ia  Gaul.     They  were  then  gq- 
jkhftittttes  ^^''^^  %  SyagriuSy  whom  the  Franks^  at  leaft,  ftiled  theif 
hh  owun.    ^^g>  ^nd  he  had  fixed  liis  refidence  at  Sotffbns,    SigUtertp- 
one  of  the  chiefs  or  kings  of  the  Frank^^  made  himfetf  liaa- 
Aer  of  C^hgne^  where  it  is  probable  that  Chvis  paflcd  the' 

,  V  trnfy#rfal  Hiftory,  b,  iv.  c.  xxviii.  fcdl.  v/  «  Hiftbriar 
•  :Prancoru«i  ifccclefiaftic.  lib.  x.  atjftore  S.=  Fl.  GaBCoafo  Bp» 
Turonenfis.'  FRBo^d a ri r  Scholaftici  Epitome  &  ChroDicon»* 
Hadriani  Valesii  'gefta  Francdrum/  Hiftoir^  Critiqiic  de 
rEtabliflemcnt*  de  la  Monarchie  Francoife,  par  T  Abb«  Dtx  Bo»* 
^  H  A  D  R  ifA  N  r  V  AL  E  s  1 1  gcfta  Francorutti ,  p.  1 44^  i  i(  5  •-  •  •  Htft< 
dc  France,  pai'kP^G.  Daniel^  torn.- i.  p.  4. 


Rhin^,  and,  tHroiigh  the  forcft  of  Ardennes^  marched  di-  h.ti.^iSi 
ireftly  towards  SoiJJbns,  SyagriuSy  having  a  numerous  army 
tinder  his  command,  gave  nini  battle,  in  which  Chararic^  ^ 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Franks y  .and  nearly  related  to 
CloviSy  is  faid  to  have  kept  his  ttoops  entire,  till  he  faW 
the  Romans  begin  to  break,  whom  he  changed  with  great 
vivacity  in  their  retreat ;  fo  that  being  totally  dtfeated  ancit 
difperfed,  A^j/j^m/  fled  to  Touloufe,  and  put  himfelf  under 
the  proteftion  of  Jlaricy  king  of  the  Vifigoths  ^ ;  who^ 
apprehenfive  of  the  fpirit  and  fdccfefs  of  Clovis,  fome  timcl 
after  delivered  him  up ;  and  the  nibnarcn  of  £he  Franksi 
keepi^  hibi  fome  time  in  prifon,  where,  by  giving  him  felfe 
hopes,  he  wfdtight  upon  him  to  facilitate  his  cdhqueft, 
when  he  was  of  no  farther  ufe  in  that  refpeft,  catifed  him 
to  be  privately  beheaded  8.  Tills  was  followed  by  tht 
entire  reduftibn  of  his  dominions,  which  put  an  end  to 
the  power  of  the  Romans  in  Gdul^  and  left  the  Franks  iri 
full  pofTeflion  of  all  the  countries  between  the  Rhine  and 
f he  Loire,  The  pow^r  he  hjtd  gained  by  the  fword,  he 
laboured  to  eftablifh  by  a  n(iild  and  equitable  government, 
in  which  his  fubjefts  of  all  nations  might  find  their  account;  ^gg^ 
and,  at  this  time,  as  li)me  very  able  judgte  believe^  he 
taufed  the  falique  law  t6  be  made  ptiblic  >  (A)^    While 

Clovit 

^  GiCegor/  Turon<  lib*'  ii.  c.  37.  t*  Frede6  arii  Sc1io.» 

fadici  Epitome  Be  Chronicoiny  lib;  ii.  ^  Hadriani  Va* 

tEsii  geila  Fifancoroift,  lib.  iii. 

(k)  There  is  no  part  of  the  liftl/,  that  tW  pc^fohal  hiftd- 

in6defn    hiftory    ^hat    flands  ry  of  thefe  moharchs  of  the 

iifore  In  need  of  explanatory  £rfl  race,  their  marriages  and 

remarks  than   this  ^ich  lies  pofterity,  are  thrown  into  the 

hcf ore  us,   and  therefore   we  notes,    that  the  thread  of  thc^ 

tonceive  it  our  duty  to  afFord  narrative  might  remain  as  uni- 

file   je^d6r   all    the    afliftance  form  as  poifible.   Thefe  points' 

we  can  in  tHis  way ;    but,  at  premifedf,  w?  popofe  in  this 

the  fame  time,  we  muft  intreat  no^e  to  fpeak  of  the  Salique 

him  to  bear  in  memory,  that  Law.      The    Pranks,     beforeT 

wfc  write  notes,    not  differtac-  their  irruption  into  Gaui,  in- 

tions.  Which  muft  excute  our  habited    a  paft    of    Germany^  " 

being  very  fuccinft  ;  that  we  which,    in  the  old  geographi- 

jropofe  ^^hat  appears    to    us  cal  tables,  is' from  thence  de.-  • 

xnoft  probable  ;    and  that  we  nominated   Francia ;    and,  hy 

pretend  not  to  didlate,  but  to  fome  authors,    is*  called  Old 

leave  all  to  his  own  judgment  France,    and,    by  others^  thdl 

l^nd  better  information.    Atui  Gerfnanic  Franct,  to  diftingaifh 

»  «  If 


4  ^ie  Hijlory  of  France.  B.  XIX* 

AJ).^t.Ckvis  was  thus  employed,  ^a/m,  king  of  7*«rm^ij,  attacked 
the  country  of  the  Franks  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine^  and 
treated  the  people  with  extreme  cruelty ;    of  which  Clovts 

was 


It  from  the  country  which  now 
1)ears  the  fame  name  ( i ).  The 
Franks  were  compofed  of  fc- 
veral  tribes  or  clans,  each  of 
which  had  its  particular  chief. 
Thus,  at  the  fame  time  that 
Clouts  was  king  of  the  Salt- 
'ansf  Sigebert  reigned  in  the 
lame  quality  over  the  Ripua- 
riansy  and  other  princes  over 
other  tribes  (2).  Each  of  thcfe 
tribes  had  their  particular  cu- 
fioms,  which  being  collected 
and  reduced  to  writing,  formed 
the  code  of  their  laws ;  and 
hence  it  is  mod  probable,  that 
what  is  fliled  the  Salique  Law 
received  that  name,  from  be- 
ing the  code  of  the  cufloms 
that  prevailed  amongft  the 
Saltans  (3).  What  we  have 
now  is  not  ftriftly  fpeaking 
the  Salique  Law,  becaufe  it  is 
not  the  entire  code,  but  an 
abftradt  of  it.  There  are  two 
editions  ;  the  firil  printed  from 
a  manufcript  in  -the  abbey  of 
fulde^  by  the  care  of  John 
Bafily  herald,  in  1557,  and 
the  other  later,  as  compre- 
hending the  alterations  and 
additions  made  by  feveral 
kings;  but  they  agree  very 
well  in  the  main,  and  (hew 
very  clearly,  that  they  were 
the  cultoms  which  prevailed 
amongft  a  barbarous  and  war- 
like people,  ^Xi  order  to  keep 
fome  kind  of  interior  order, 
and  to  prevent  their  turning 
their  fwords,    at  every    turn. 


againft  each  Other.  iThis  ab- 
ftraft  is  divided  into  fev^ty- 
one  titles,  heads,  or  articles, 
penned  in  miferable  Latiity 
full  of  barbarous  words,  bor- 
rowed from  different  lan« 
guagcs,  but  which  proves  its 
authenticity,  from  their'being 
found  in  the  moft  ancient 
charters,  chronicles,  and  re-* 
cords  (4).  They  prefcribe  pa-* 
nifhment '  for  murder,  theft, 
injuries,  and  all  the  various 
kinds  of  violence,  to  which 
fuch  fierce  and  rude  nations 
are  commonly  addifted.  There 
is  not  fo  much  as  a  iingle  word 
of  priefts,  facrifices,  or  any 
thing  that  refpe^is  religion,  ei- 
ther Chriftian  or  Pagan.  It  is 
is  not  eafy,  or  rather  it  is  im- 
poiTible,  to  fix  their  origin  ; 
fome  attribute  them  to  P^a- 
ramondy  Others  believe  them 
flill  more  ancient  5  however, 
it  feemsto  be  generally  agreed, 
that  Clo'vis  publifhed  them  in 
the  (late  they  now  ftand  in,  or 
rather  gave  his  fandion  to  that 
«ode  from  which  this  abflra£l 
is  made  {5).  They  are  be- 
come chiefly  famous  from  a 
few  lines  in  the  fixty-fecond 
title,  which  we  will  give  the 
reader  as  theyftand  there  :  ''Dc 
**  Terra  vero  Salica  nulla  por- 
'^  tio  hsereditatis  traniit  in 
**  .mulierem,  fed  hoc  virilis 
*•  fexus  acquirit  hoc  eft  filii 
"  in  ipfa  hsereditate  fucce- 
"  dunt."  i.  e.  In  refpeft  to 
Salic 


fi)  IJiJioke  critique  de  Vetahliffement   dg  la  R^arcbie  Francois,  par  l^Abht 
Du  ^6.w  (z)  Hadriani  VaUfii  gefta  Francorum,    lih,  iii,  (3)  Dif" 

jtTtation  Jur   VOngifie  des  Loix  Saliques^  par  M.    rAibe  dt  P'trtot,     Hiftotr^ 
df  France^  par  le  P.  G.  DanteL  (4)    In  Edit  tone  Lidenhrucbii   &    J^i* 

fib^ana,  (5)  P»  Daniel,  (om%  up*  12, 


C.  4-  7he  Hijiory  of  France 

was  no  {boner  informed,  than  he  marched,  againft  hl^ 
with  a  great  force,  defeated  his  army,  and  reduced  his 
fubjefts  to  fubmit  to  become  his  tributaries  *. 

,       *  Greg..  Tur.  1.  ii.  cap.  zj. 


Salic  Lands,  no  part  of  it  ihall 
ever  be  inherited  by  a  woman, 
hut  being  acquired  by  the  males, 
males  only  fhali  be  capable  of 
the  fucceffion  (6).  Ii  has  been 
urged,  that  this  law  difabled 
the  daughter^  from  inheriting 
the  crown  oi  France  i  in  which, 
if  there  be  any  truth,*  it  muft 
be  by  conftrudlion.  Our  bufi< 
nefs,  at  prefeut,  (hall  be  to 
inquire  into  and  explain  what 
tfaefe  Salique  lands  were.  The 
Saltans  J  as  we  before  obfervcd, 
were  only  one  tri^e  or  clan  of 
i\iQ Franks i  and,  at  the. time 
Clevis  invaded  Gaul,  their 
whole  force  confided  of  but 
three  thoufand  fighting  men, 
and  the  whole  drength  of  the 
aiTojciated  clans  did  not  exceed 
twenty  or  twenty -four  thou- 
fand at  moft.  When  they  were 
•  fixed  in  their  conquefts,  the 
king .  rewarded  eminent  fer- 
vices,  by  a  grant  of  lands,  but 
fubjed  to  military  aids.  Thefe 
lands  thus  granted,  were  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  law, 
and  fuch  an  eilate  was  ililed, 
^erra  Salica,  Terri.-  Salique,  or , 
land  held  according  to  the 
Salic  cuilom  :  thefe  eilaies 
were  oppofed  to  another  kind 
of  efiates,  which  were  ililed 
allodial,  and  might  be  ac- 
quired by  defcent,  by  marri- 
age, or  by  purchafe.1  It  is  to 
thefe  eflates  that  the  article 
v/bich  we  have  juft  ciied  pro- 
perl  j^  belongs,  as  appears  from 
the  very  title  de  JloJe,  de  PA- 
Uu,  or  of  Allodials.  ^  This  law 

(f)  ?a&u%  Leg,  Sal,  Ecrard^p,  107.         (7)  Dijftrtafion  fnr  POrigine  Jeftoi:^ 
^aliqu^Sy  par  yertot  {%)  Lamf>ridiux  in  Alexandro,  p»  2C2.         (9)   Hiftoir^ 

'tttiimt  it  VnatUJftvnnt  dt  la  Manarchie  Francoife,  par  VAbbi  Du  Bo^^ 

%      .  B3  The 


confifts  of  fen  Ihort  paragraphs, 
five  of  which  regard  the  fuc*- 
ceifion  to  fuch  eftates,  and  in 
them  the  females  are  to  the 
full  as  much  favoured  as  the 
male^f  and  the^  comes  the 
fixth  paragraph  by  way  of 
exception.  ''  But  in  refped 
*<  to  Salic  land,  no  part  of  it 
"  (hall  ever  be  inherited  by  a 
'*  woman,  but  being  acquired 
"  by  the  males,  males  on- 
'*  ly  (hall  be  capable  of  the 
"  fucceflion."  The  £ngli(h- 
reader  is  now  in  a  condition 
to  judge  for  himfelf  of  the 
meaning  of  this  law,  and  how 
far  it  may  be  extended  by  con- 
ftrudiion  (7).  We  will  only 
add  two  remarks ;  the  firft  is, 
that  the  Baman  emperor  AUk- 
ander  Stverus  had  made  grants 
of  the  very  fame  nature  to  his 
foldiers,  which  cuflom  had. 
been  followed  by  his  fuccef-> 
fgrs  :  and  fome  of  the  Frenck 
lawyers  are  of  opinion,  that 
as  thefe  lands  fell  in^^  they  were 
granted  out  again  by  Clontis 
and  his  fucceiTors  to  Saltans  (8). 
Our  fecond  remark  is,  that  the 
fubjedts  of  thefe  princes  being 
of  different  defcents,  fuch  as 
Gauls y  Burgundians^  as  well  as 
Franks,  they  lived  under  their 
feperate  laws,  ^nd  hence,  in 
the  old  writers/  there  is  a  di- 
Hindion  between  nation  and 
people ;  the  former  word  be- 
ing retrained  to  the  Franks^ 
and  the  latter  implying  fub< 
jeds  in  general  (9). 


£[.  ,  The  Wfi^  ff  Vtzncti.  B,XIX. 

r/mfis  The  fitnadcm  cxf  his  dominions,  and  .the  circumfhaces 
Clotildi*,  of  his  afEuw,  obliged  him  to  have  an  ambaflador  almoft 
Ck^fi'  ^  conftantly  in  the  court  of  Gondebaud^  king  oi  Burgundy^ 
Utrtfitant  ^^j  ^jg  brought  to  his  knowlege  the  fame  of  his  niece, 
^thTrnRni  ^^'  '°  P^"^^  ^^  bcauty^  virtne,  and  other  accbmpliih- 
ff  ma^'  mcnts,  was  efteemed  the  moft  illuftrious  princefs  of  thft| 
firacy,  ondH^*  vhom,  not  without  difficulty,  h^  obtained  ^  O).  St, 
■^efeats  Gregory  of  fqurf  calls  her  CkrqtM^iy  tut  by  modera  writer^ 
/Warig.  '  fli§ 

k  H1NCM4R  in  vit.-S.  Remig, 


(B)  Qmt(HaCj  king  of  the 
Murgundians^  married  the  filler 
of  the  famous  Rifimer^v/Yiom 
we  have  had  frequent  occafion 
to  mentioo,  in  the  former  part 
of  this  hiflory,  and  had  by  her 
Oondtheddy  Godepfelesy  Chilpe- 
ricy  called  alfo  Hilpericy  and 
Godimar  (i).  They  divided 
among  them  the  countries  fab- 
jeA  to  the  Burgun^aw  ;  for 
Cinlftric  is  ftiled  by  Sidonius, 
tctrarch  ;  and  by  Jomandesy 
king.  CUlperic  and  Godiptar 
joining  againfl  Gundthald  drove 
liim  oat,  and  feized  on  hts  do- 
minions; bat  Gundehidd  hav- 
ing in  the  end  recovered  them, 
found  means  tp  difpatch  his 
two  brothers,  with  their  iiTue 
|nale  (a>.  He  Itkewife  ex- 
iended  his  craef|ties  fo  far,  as 
to  caufe  his  brother  Chilpertcs 
qoeen  to  be  bound  with  a 
heavy  ftone  about  her  neck, 
and  thrown  into  a  well  (3). 
This  princefs,  S|s  Sidonius  tells 
ys,  was  a  woman  of  great 
prudence,  and  had  fuch  an  in- 
^uence  over  her  huA}and,  that, 
alluding  to  the  Roman  hiflory, 
he  ftil^s  her  anotj^er  Taaa^ui/, 


By  herwifdom,  and  affable  be- 
haviour, (he  qualified  the  na- 
tqral  fevcrity  and  ruggednefs  of 
her  iiafbands  difpoficion,  by 
which  (he  preferved  the  lives 
of  many  innocent  perfons,  an^ 
was  from  thence  generally  rc- 
fpe^led  and  beloved  (4).  By 
this  princefs,  Chilperic  left  two 
daughters,  who  were  both  ba- 
nifticd  by  Gundehaldy  or  rather 
kept  under  confinement,  in  2l 
caule,  at  fpihe  diftance  from 
the  court.  Mtreumna  the  el- 
der, embraced  the  ftate  of  vir- 
ginity, th^  other  was  Clothil£s^ 
of  whom  we  are  to  fpeak  in 
this  note  (^).  It  is  probable^ 
that  not  being  able  to  refilt 
the  power  of  the  Franks ^  and 
fufpedine  that  his  niece  would 
omit  nothing  to  infplre  Clfwh 
with  her  refentment  againft 
himfelf  and  his  family,  Gon^ 
debaudy  or  Gondehaldy  might  h^ 
very  averfe  to  the  marriage. 
But  the  .ftories  we  are  told  of 
the  methods  taken  by  Clo<vis 
to  foUicit  her  afFe£lion,  and 
thci  ripgs  exchanged  between 
them,  carry  in  them  the  air 
of  romance  (6),     We  might 

f  .  " 

(i)  Htfloria  Frgfturum  EccUfiafliea,    Uhri  x.  auSpre  S.  Fi  Grtzvrtpy  Ep. 
Turonen/i ,  lib.  iju  cap,  28.  (4  Solii   ^poiiittaris   Sidonii  Epijcopi  A'vfr^ 

norum  Epifiolas^  p.  55.  Jcmandei  Epifcop,  Return  Gotb,  cap.  xliv.  (3)  Gre^ 

^or,  Turon.  lib.  ii.  cap.  28.  (4)  Sidott,  lib.  v.  epift,  vii.  (5)  Gregar, 

^rj«.   Hi.  ii.   cap,  28.  •  (6)  Fredtgarii  Scbo^aftici  ^ph^me   gf  Cjpr9Jj:con, 

tap*  xix.  ?x.    Gtfia  Regum  Fr'^morumj,  cap.  xi,  .      .       -    ^ 


C.  4-  ^h  Hiftny  cf  FVanct.  | 

^e  is  called  Chtilde,  or  Chtildis,  and  was  in  zealovs  Chrir  A.D.491. 
Aian.  Her  endeavours  to  convert  the  king  were  not  at  firft 
very  fucce&fbl ;  pn  the  contrary,  the  death  of  her  eldeft  foa 
Jhgonur^  foo^  after  he  was  baptized,  made  an  untoward  im- 
preffion  on  the  mind  of  Clovis,  which  was  heightened  by 
.  the  dangerous  ficknels  of  Qodomir  his  fecotiid  Too,  foon  after 
he  was  initiated  into  the  Chriftian  faith^  from  whiich  how- 
ever he  recovered  ^  The  Jliemans,  a  nu4nerous  and  potent 
^atioDj  paffij^g  the  Rhfie,  fuddenly  wafted  tfae  foqntjry  abou^ 
Cohgne  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner.  Sigibert  demanded 
the  aiSftance  of  CUvis^  who  marched  with  a  great  army  t^ 
his  relief,  and,  as  as  foon  as  he  had  joined  his  forces,  gav^ 
the  enemy  battle  at  a  place  called  Toliiac,  whejre,  on  the 
point  of  being  defeated,  flovis  made  a  vow,  that,  if  Pro- 
vidence granted  him  th^  vifiory,  he  would  become  a  Chri- 
ftian. His  prayers  being  Keard,  jt^e  king  caufed  himfelf  tp  ^, 
be  inftru6bed.  in  the  faith,  and  ^^as,  at  length,  baptized  by  ^^ 
St.  Remy,  bilhop  of  Rheims^  which  gave  great  fatisfaftioft 
to  the  Gauls ^  and  at  Rome^  as  moft  of  the  princes  in  Europe 
3were  at  that  time  Arians  °>.  As  for  the  miracles  that  are 
Aid  to  have  attended  .this  ceremony,  we  iizid  no  hints  of 

1  Grbgoh.  Tar.  lib.  %,  ^ap.  28.  Du  Bot  Hiftoire  Cri- 
^oe,  p.  365.  ^  Gcfta  Prancoru^,  cap.  xy.  <^R£Q.  Toi^ 
'Ub.  11.  c^p.  3^.  . 

fay  the  fame  thing  of  Qpnde"  nature,  9nd  cf  fo  little  jnp* 
hold  fending  horfemen  after  his  ment,  that  w/e  (hould  not  havt 
^iece  wheA  on  the  road  to  the  given  them  a  place  here,  if  we 
^ourt  of  Clomist  )ier  apprehen-  had  not  been  perfuaded',  th^c 
£on  of  this,  and  her  qaitttng  they  are  in  fome  meafarea  key 
the  chariot  fhe  was  in,  to  to  this  h^lory ;  for  Clotbildis  re- 
Qiake  her  efcape  more  fecurely  ifembled  her  mother,  and  by 
oa  horfejb^k,  but  that  it  feems  her  prudence  and  complaifancc 
to  be  countenancisd  by  the  moft  came  tp  have  a  great  influence 
authentic  hiflorian  we  have  (7);  over  Clovisy  and  for  feme  yeant 
and  that  the  improbability  of  ^fter  his  death,  in  a  great  mea- 
thefe  fads  arifes  felely  from  fare,  commanded  the  l^tf»ij,  i^ 
die  conjtrariety  between  the  the  name  of  her  fons,  whqm  (be 
manners  of  that  age  and  pur  irritated  againft  her  own  fami-^  . 
owa,  which,  in  the'reafon  of  ly,  and  at  length  £»rougbt  bod| 
^ings,  ought  to  haye  no  great  that  :^nd  her  country  jtp  de- 
weight  (8).  Thefe  are  parti-  ftru^tipp  (9). 
culars  in  ckettifeives  of  fuch  % 

(7)  Greger,  Tuhpn,  Itk,  ii.'  M^.  28.  {%)  Hifi,  crieifut  Monarebie  Frtin- 

teiji,  par  Du  jBm.  (9)  Sit  itt  fuhjejutnt  part  pf  tbf  bifiory,  and  all  the 

^ifMt  biftfirians  alrtady  tited*  '       '    «  ' 
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them  in  the  more  ancient  authors  (C).  Sometime  after, 
Chvis  reduced  Jrmcrica,  or  Brittany,  and  afterwards  made 
war  agdnft  the  Burgundians,  in  which  he  had  for  his  ally 

Theodoric 


(C)  We  have  a  very  circum- 
fiantial  account  of  the  bapti- 
zing of  Clo'vh,  by  St.  Gregory 
of  Tours,  who  lived  near  his 
time ;  we  have  a  letter  written 
to  him  by  the  bifliop  oiVienne, 
to  felicitate  him  upon  his  con- 
Verfion  ;  and' we  have  another 
long  letter  of  a  bifhop,  con- 
cerning the  miracles  wrought 
by  St.  Remy,  or  Remigius,  ,bi- 
fhop  of  Rheims  ;  in  all  which 
there  is  not  one  fyllable  of  the 
holy  vial  (i).  The  ftory  was 
£rft  broached,  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, by  Huicmar,  archbifliop 
of  Rheimst  in  his  life  of  that 
faint ;  and  what  he  relates  is 
this :  the  holy  prelate  not  find- 
ing the  oil  when  he  was  (o  ufe 
it,  had  recourfe  to  heaven, 
hegging,  with  a  (hort  but  fer* 
vent  prayer,  that  the  want  of 
what  was  necefTary,  to  accom- 
plifli  the  ceremony,  might,  by 
ibme  means  or  other,  be  fup- 
•plied.  He  had  fcarce  done, 
when  a  dove,  exceeding  the 
very  fnow  in  whitenefs,  was 
feen  carrying  a  phial  filled 
yith  oil,  which  the  biihop  had 
no  fooner  received  than  the 
dove  difappeared,  and  was  ne- 
ver afterwards  feen.  With  this 
oil  Remigius  anointed  the  king, 
and  the  odour  it  fpread  was 
fweet,  beyord  imagination  or^ 
exprefiion  (2).  All  that  can 
be  faid  in  fupport  of  this  rela- 


tion, is,  that  Hin^mar  took  it 
from  an  ancient  life  of  that 
holy  perfon,  or  rather  might 
have  taken  it  from  thence. 
fiut  the  nuifortune  is,  that  this 
life  had  been  read  by  Gr^^^^ry 
of  7 ours y  and  yet  he  fays  no- 
thing of  this  amazing  miracle, 
though  he  magnifies  the  fanc- 
tity  of  Remigius^  and  tells  us, 
that  he  wrought  miracles,-  and 
even  raifed  a  perfon  from  the 
dead  (3).  It  is  in  vain  to^ 
cite  a  crowd  of  authors,  or 
even  of  offices  and  liturgies  of 
later  date  (4),  fince  all  we  find 
therein  muft  depend  upon  the 
authority  of  HirtcMttr,  and  what 
fort  of  an  authority  his  is  may 
in  a  few  words  be  fliewn.  That 
he  was  very  inaccurate  appears 
from  hence,  that  he  places  the 
baptifm  of  Oovh  on  the  Satur» 
day  before  Eafter,  whereas  it  is 
certain,  that  he  was  baptized 
at  Chriftmas  (5).  He  was  fo 
credulous,  that  he  tells  us  of 
another  miracle  wrought  by  the  ' 
fame  prelate,  in  favour  of  the 
fame  king,  which  would  be  ftill 
more  wonderful,  if  it  was  not 
abfolutely  ridiculous.  He  af- 
firms, that  St.  Remy  gave  to 
Clowis  a  bottle  of  wine,  which 
ferved  him  and  all  his  family, 
nay,  and  all  his  army  too  ;  and 
which  had  this  admirable  pro- 
perty, that  it  would  never  *di- 
mimfh,  but  when  Providence 
meant 


fl)  C7rqr,   Turofi,  Uh.xu  tab,  31.  efifi.  Aitt.ai  Clod^  DuCi-eJnt,  torn, i. 

^.834.     Epifi.  Nicet.    ad  dodofwintb,  tbid,  ^    85c.  (2)   Htncmar  ntita 

Sttmi^ii  op.  DuCbcfne^  torn,  i,  p.  ^24.  '  (3)  Greg,  Turorr,  lib,  ii.  tap.  31. 
(4)  Aimoini  l^enacki  ircfyti  Cfenolii  S^Gtrmani  libri^uintfue  de gtliii  F^anr^ 
fvmy  Ith.'x,  cap  16.  GrcJir,  main  lib.  v.  efifi,  ^,  .filjUilj-  l*arif,  ad  Ann.- 
1254,    1257.     Fiod*  Hifl.  Eccl.  Rhem.  lib,  u   cap,  13,  (5)  Wmmat  vita 

JLetkigiij  Avit.  epiji,  x)i.  Edt,  Hirotondi,  p,  94* 
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TheodoriCy  king  of  ih^'Ofirogoths  ^ ;   Alaric  taking  umbrage  A.D.500. 
at  the  great  power  of  Clovis,    and  findkig  a  dilpofition  la 
his  own  fubjefts,  who  were  Catholics,  to  revolt  to  him,  en-     S*^'* 
gaged  in  a  war,  the  fate  of  which  was  decided  by  a  general 

"  F&EDEGARii  Scbolaftici  Epitome  &  Chronicon,  cap.  xxv. 
fiREO.Tur.hb.  ii.  cap.  33. 


meant  to  retrain  the  fuccefs  of 
his  ^ms ;  fo  that  it  was  not 
only  an  inexhaudible  cordial, 
bat  a  kind  of  prophetic  baro- 
meter (6).  This  is  but  one 
Inftance  out  of  many  abfurd 
and  idle  ftories  reported  by  this 
£ngle<  champion  of  the  .holy 
vial ;.  but  it  is  fuch  an  iniUnce 
as  will  certainly  dellroy  his 
credit  with  efery  reafonable 
mian,  and  oblige  us  to  pity 
thofe  who,  after  reading  fuch 
things,  will  pretend  to  believe 
them:  It  is  furprifing,  that, 
in  the  midil  of  fo  many  mi- 
racles, we  have  not  one  word 
faid  of  this  holy  bifhop  remon* 
ibating  to  Govts  againU  thofe 
numberlefs  sl&s  of  injuilice  and 
cruelty  which  he  was  conti- 
nually committing.  Miracles 
wrought  in  favour  of  fuch  a 
man  was  but  confirming  him 
in  his  vices,  by  ftrengthening 
his  power;  and  St.  Remy  would 
have'  done  infinitely  more  for 
his  fubjedls  and  himfelf,  if  he 
had  wrought  one  miracle  to 
reftrain  him,  and  convince  him, 
that  whatever  authority  he 
might  have  on  earth,  he  was 
to  anfwer  for  the  abufe  of  it 
to  him  by  whom  it  was  be- 
ilowed.  It  is  far  from  being 
impoiTible,  on  the  contrary  it 
is  highly  probable,    that  this 


good  bifhop  might  not  be  ne- 
gligent in  his  duty,'  but  might 
admonifh  the  king  on  various 
occafions  .(7)>  of  which  how*- 
ever  the  monks  have  prcfervcd 
us  no  remembrance,  as  being 
entirely  bent  on  fupportiqg  and 
extending  the  power  of  the 
church,  which  they  preferred 
to  the  honour  and  welfare  of 
religion.  This  thofe  who  ad- 
mire them  moH  readily  admit ; 
for  a  very  learned  and  judici- 
ous writer,  who  would  not- 
withftanding  be  thought  to  be- 
lieve the  miracle  of  the  holy 
phial,  in  order  to  anfwer  the 
objection  drawn  from  the  fi- 
lence  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  hints, 
that  he  might  be  induced  to  let 
it  pafs  in  filence,  to  avoid  raif- 
ing  the  credit  and  fupremacy 
of  the  fee  of  Rbeims^  and  giv- 
ing it  thereby  an  advantage  o- 
ver  hiis  own  church  of  Tours  (%)* 
We  fay  nothing  of  the  banner 
covered  with/f«r/  de  //>,or,  as 
we  write  them,  flower  de  luca^ 
put  into  C/ovis's  own  hand  by 
angels,  or  of  the  orriflaim 
brought  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance, becaufe  thefe  are  given 
up  by  the  French  hidorians,  and 
indeed  fome  make  no  fcruple 
of  giving  up  the  vial  at 
Rheims  {9), 


(6)  Hincmap  vita  Rtmigii^   DuCheJae,  tom   i.  p*  5*7.  (7)  Greg.  Tii»-. 

lih,  5i.    cap,  31,  (8)  Dijprtation  fur  V Online  des  Lsix  Sa/ifues,  par  M. 

PAbbe  dt  f^ertot,  (9)  I^okveile  Hijioire  de  France^  par  M.  Lottis  h  Gendre^ 

Hm,  \»  p.  31^  3' J  33«    Hiiioire  de  France,  par  M*  Chalons,  tarn*  i.  p.  9,  10. 
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battle  in  tli^  plains  of  Foui/U  near  Poitiers,  vhec^  his  ferces 
A.D.^09.  were  totally  defeated,  and  himfelf  killed  in  the  field  o.    Hii 
ambition  led  Clovir  to  pu(h  his  fuccefs  a  little  too  far  ;  'm 
confeqnence  of  which  tb^  Franks  were  foupdly  beaten  be* 
fore  jifrks  by  the  forces  pf  Thepdoric  ;  foop  aJFter  which  a 
general  peace  w^s  made,  in  which  the  BurguruHans  and  the 
Vijigoths  were  included  P. 
His  am*        '^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  viftories  having  penetrated  as  far  as 
MtioH        Conftantinopley  the  emperor  Anajlafius  fent  him  a  diadem  and 
frempts      a  purple  robe,  with  the  title  of  Patrician,  Canful,  or  jfugu* 
him  to      fims,  it  does  not  clearly  appear  which  ?.     However,  it  wa$ 
fkftroy  all  very  kiadly  accepted,  and  the  king  caufed  himfelf  to  be  in- 
tbi  Utile    vefted  with  thefe  pompous  ornam^pts,   in  a  very  folemii 
kings  asid  manner  :  it  may  be  both  princes  had  tjieir  views,   and  that 
'^'jV^'**.  thefe  were  very  different.     The  emperor  might  propofe  pre- 
Franks      ^^^^  ^  ^i^e  to  the  Gauls,  now  the  pofleflion  was  loft,  by 
the  confierring,  and  the  acceptance  of  thefe  honours ;  where- 
as this  monarch  of  the  Franks  might  coafider  this  as  an 
aflbciatioQ  in  the.  empire,  or  ^t  leaft  defire  it  ihould  be  fo 
jconfidcred  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countries. 
When  he  perceived  that  this  had  taken  efiedl,  he  began  tQ 
J 10.     undermine  the  chi^s  of  other  tribes,   that  he  might  leavf 
all  the  Franks  pofTefled   to  his  own  poil^ity.      He  begaa 
with  Sigibert,  king  of  Cologne^  by  hinting  to  his  fon  Cila^ 
dericj  that  hefpun  the  thread  of  his  life  a  little  tpo  long; 
upon  which  6%Mmr  caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death  f  buf 
as  he  was  bufy  in  taking  pofleflion  of  his  treafures,  he  was 
/labbed  by  one  of  his  own  retipue,  and  Chvis  appearing  im- 
mediately after  with  an  army,  left  no  room  to  doubt,  that  he 
4ireAed  the  laft  murder,  and  was  not  ignorapt  of  the  firft  ''. 
Hefeizedby  treachery  Chararic,  king  oi  Cambray,  andl^i^ 
fon,  caufed  them  both  to  be  fbaved,  the  old  man  to  be  or* 
dained  a  prieft,  and  the  young  c«e  a  deacop.    This  is  the 
firfi  inftance  of  rendering  a  prince  incapable  c^  wearing  a 
crown  by  taking  off  his  hair;  and  the  fon  having  intimated 
to  his  father  that  it  would  grow  again,  and  then  thty  might 
lake  their  revenge,    Clovis,    to   prevent  that,  ordered  that 
they  fhould  lofe  their  heads  \.     fie  engaged,  by  great  pro- 
aiifes,  the  minifters  and  captains  of  Ragnacharius  to  deliver 

®  IsiDOR.  Chron.  Greg.  Tur.  lib. ii..  cap.  37.  «*  Ma- 
Itius  in  Chron.  Jornandes  Epifcop.  de  Regnorum  a c  tempo- 
ruin  fucceflionibus  M.  Aorelii  Caffiodori  variarum,  lib.  xii. 
^  Greg.  Tur.  lib.  ii.  cap.  38.  '  Aimoini  Monachi  inclyti 

Canobii  S.  Germani  libri  quinque  de  geftis  Francorum,  cap. 
xvii,  xviii.  Greg.  Tur.  lib.  ii.  c.  40.  'Hadriani  Valesi| 
gefta  Francorum.        ^  Qi^EcTur.  Jib«  ii«  cap,  41, 

bp^th 
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both  him  fnd  his  brother  Richarrus  into  his  hands ;  and  after 
reproaching  them  for  fuSering  themfelyes  to  be  chaiaed,  he ' 
^ifpatched  them  with  his  battle-axe.  Thofe  ^^  had  be* 
trayed  them,  complainings  that  the  money  qr  prefents  he 
gave  them  was  only  copper  gilt,  he  told  them^  that  he  air- 
ways paid  traitors  in  that  CQin  *. 

He  removed  the  feat  of  his  gpvemment  firft  from  Touc-  ^*  ^^^9 
nay  to  Soiffbns,  and  frpm  thence  to  Paris,  which  he  made^*'^**^ 
the  feat  of  his  empire.     He  held  a  council  at  Ork^ns,    at  '^^^^ 
which  feveral  bifliops  were  prefcnt,  and  a  letter  written  by 
jthcm  to  the  king,  on  that  occafion,    is  fHU  extant  ■.     He 
founded  feveral  monafteries,  and  built  fomc  churches ;   for 
jhefe  reafons,    and  becaufe  he  profefled  the  Catholic  rcli-  * 

gion,  the  prelates  were  ftrongly  attached 'to  him,  which  wa5 
one   great  inftrument  of  his  fuccefs.     He  deceafcd  in  the 
inonth  of  November  j  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  five  hundred 
and  eleven,    and  was  interred  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter 
and  Paul  at  Paris,  which  now  bears  the  name  of  St.  CV- 
nevieve,  where  his  tomb  is  ftill  tp  be  fcen  ^,   He  lived  forty- 
five,  and  reigned  thirty  years.     Authors  *are  much  divided 
as  to  his  charafter  :    fome  admire  him  ^s  a  great  captain ; 
others  commend  him  as  a  confummate  ppliticiap ;  and  fomc 
have  been  fo  complaifant  as  to  flUe  him  a  famt  *.    A  late 
writer  comes  nearer  to  the  truth  :  he  feys,    h^  was  a  very 
greaj  princp,  and  a  very  wicked  man  J^.     His  courage  and 
his  abilities,  no  doubt,  Were  very  remarkable,  and  his  good 
fortune  rather  more  confpicuous  ;  but  his  morals  were  cer- 
ttainly  deteftable :  to  excufe  thefe,  is  not  the  bufinefs  pf  aa 
hiftorian  ;    to  dwell  upon  them  would  be  invidious  ;    but, 
without  incurring  this  cenfure,    we  may  affirm,   that  his 
boundlefs  ambition,  and  the  defire  of  fecuring  to  his  own 
family  the  fovereignty  of  the  Franks,  which  hitherto  had  ^ 
been  Ihared  with  the  chiefs  of  their  feveral  tribes,  was  the 
fource  of  thofe  vices  which  tarnifti  his  charafter,  and  leave 
other  nations  no  great  reafon  to  regret  the  glory  fome  wri- 
lers  would  affume,  from  having  this  prince  for  the  founder 
of  their  empire. 

Th*  fons  ci-Cbvis  were  four,    amongft  whom  were  di-  The  four 
vided  all   the  dojninidni  "•V^hich  their  father  had  acquired,  y^*-'  of 
Theeldeft^  whofe  name  was  Tbierif  otTh'eodoric,  was  about  ^^^^^^ 

fiare  bis 

*  Ibid.  c.  42.        »  SiRMOND  Concil,  Gall.  t.  i.        '^  Greg,  ^^'*'^^^ 
Taron.  lib..ii.  cap.  43.  *  Dc  la  Saintetc  da  Roi  Clevis, 

avec  \tz  preuves  Sc  les  autorites,  &  nn  abrege  de  fa  vie,  par 
Jean  Sava&on,  lientenant  general  de  CLERnfONT,  Paris,  Fol. 
1621.        y  IJifloire  de  Frfinci?,  par  M.  CHAi-oifs,;  vol.  i.  p.  15. 

t^v'enty-        » 
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twenty-fix  years  of  age,   born  before  bis  father's  marriage 
with  Clotildis  ;  whence  fome  modern  writers  ftile  him  a  ba- 
ftard,  ofc  which  there  is  no  proof.     He  had  the  eaftern  part 
of  his  father's  dominions  for  his  (hare,  and,  becaufe  that  was 
.    his  capital,  had  the  title  of  king  of  Metz.     Clodomir,  the 
cldeft  fon  of  Clovis  by  his  queen,  was  about  fixteen,   and 
he  had   the  kingdom  of  Orleans,     Childabert  and  Cbtaire 
were  infants  ;    the  former  had  the  kingdom  of  Paris,  and 
the  Utter  that  of  Soiffons,  under  the  tutelage  of  their  mo- 
'   ther.     But  though  Gregory  of  Tours  fays  this  was  a  veiy 
equal  divifion,    yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  aflign  the  manner  in 
wbich  it  was  made,  or  the  provinces  of  which  each  of  their 
A.D.5*'- (hares  confifted  ^.      The  authority  of  Clotildis,    founded 
chiefly  in  her  prudence,    preferved  the  dominions  of    the 
Franks  in  peace  for  the  firft  feven  years  after  the  death  of 
Clovist  if  we  except  a  fmall  difpute  between  Theodoric  king 
of  the  Oftrogothsy  and  Thieri  king  of  Metz,  which  was  com- 
promifed  upbn  terms  not  very  advantageous  to  the  latter : 
for  this  fome  conjeftural  reafons  have  been  given,  which 
we  have  not  room  to  mention,  and  which  are  not  of  im- 
portance enough  to  create  any  obfcurity  in  the  courfe  of 
our  narration.     It  is  however  probable  from  thence,  that 
the  having  fo  formidable  a  neighbour  as  Theodoric  might 
contribute  not  a  little  -  to    the  tranquillity  of   this  new. 
empire. 
A  Danifh      A  NUMEJlous  fleet,  with  a  potent  army  of  Danes  on 
Jleet  and  board,  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Meufe,  and  their  king 
^^ J^^'CochiliaCy  having  landed  his  forces,  began  to  wafte  all  the 
fjMte  yan   adjacent  country  with   fire  and  fword  ;  upon  which  7i6/Vri 
gia  r^X-   ^^^^  ^"  ^''"^y  ^g^^^^  ^^^y    under  the  command  of  his  fon 
ced  under   T'heodohert,  who  had  likewife  the  direftion  of  a  fleet   that 
the  dom-   was  alfo  appointed  to  aft  againft  the  Danes,     In  this  cxpe- 
nion  of      dition  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  great  reputation,  defeated' 
Herman-  thefe  cruel  invaders  on  fliore,  beat  their  navy  at  fea,  killed 
froi.  their  king,  compelled  them  to  difmifs   their  prifoners,    and 

to  retire  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  *.  His  father  engaged 
5^^-  foon  after  in  a  war  lefs  honourable,  and^  though  attended 
with  fuccefs,  lefs  advantageous.  HennanJ^^^^iA^iig  of  Thu- 
ringia,  had,  by  the  pcr&agp^^pf  hit  "wife  Jtnalhrga,  dc- 
ftroyed  his  brother/li^^ri^^ir^,  and  fei^ed  bis  part  of  theUc 
.  father's  territories,  and  by  her  perfuafion  he  meditated  the 
like  treatment  towards  Balderic,  his  only^furviying  brother, 

^  Greg.  Tur.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.  Agathije  Scholaftici  de  Impe- 
r?itoris  Jufliniani  rebus  libri  v.  Jib.i.  *  Greq.  Tur.  lib.  iii, 
cap.  3.  GoftaRt^g*  Francorum*  cap.  19. 

who 
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ivho  was  apprized  of  his  intentions^  and  keptTipon  his  guard. 
Hermanfroiy  thereupon,  applied  htmfelf*  to  the  king  of  Metz^ 
and  offered  him  half  his  brother's  dominions,  if  he  would 
join  in  this  encerprize.  He  confented  to  this,  and,  in  con- 
junftion  with  his  new  ally,  gave  battle  to  Balderic^  whofe 
army  being  defeated,  and  himfelf  killed  on  the  fpot,  his  A.D.522. 
brother  feized  all,  and  left  Thieri  no  other  rccompence  than 
the  confcioufnefs  of  having  embarked  in  fo  foul  an  a£Uon. 
'  A  prince  of  bis  fpirit  and  temper  could  not  help  feeling  and 
refenung  this  ufage ;  but  perceiving  Hermanfroi  in  full  pof- 
feilion  of  Jhuringia^  whereas  he  had  only  a  part  of  his  fa- 
ther's kingdoms,  he  ftifled  /his  indignation,  till  an  opportu- 
nity ihouid  offer  of  indulging  it  in  its  full  extent  ^.^ 

GoNDEBAU  D,  king  of  Burgundy,  who  had  murdered  Chil*  The  {hi!- 
peric  his  brother,  aiid  the  father  of  queen  Clotiidis,  being  dead,  dren  of 

'     left  his  dominions  to  his  fons  Sigifmund  arid  Godemar,  againfl  Clotildis 
whom,  her  fons  being  now  grown  up,  the  widow  of  Chvis  'f.'^^v^     i, 
engaged   them  to  make  war.     There  was  a  circumftance,  ^^J^Y 
which  rendered  5/^5/5«ttm/  odious   to 'his  bwn  fubjefts  ;  oi  ^y^^nd 
which  a  full  account  being  given,  in  another  place,  there  is  take  and 
no  need  we  fliould  repeat  it  here  «.     The  difpute  was  very  murder 
unequal,  and  the  forces  of  Sigifmund  quickly  beat.  .  The  Sigif- 
Franks  plundering  the  country  without  mercy,   the  people  mund  its 
partly  out  of  fpite   to  the  author  of  their  misfortunes,  and  niwarch. 
partly  in  hopes  of  pacifying  the  viftors,    feized  upon  the 
unfortunate  Sigifmund,  who  had  cut  off  his  long  hair,  and 
put  on  the  drefs  of  a  hermit,  and  delivered  him,  together 
with  his  queen,  and  the  two  princes  his  fons,  into  the  hands 
of  Clodomir.    He,  after  detaining  them  feme  "time*  in  prifon 

i  at  Orleans,  upon  the  report  of  Godemar's  being  proclaimed 
king  of  the  Burgiutdians,  refolved  to  put  them  to  death  <*. 
y^vituSy  abbot  of  Mici,  interpofed  in  their  behalf,  and  went 
fo  far  as  to  protoife  the  king  viftory,  if  he  fpared  thefe  mife- 
rable creatures  ;  but  in  vain;  they  were  thrown  into  a  deep 
pit,  by  way  of  ret^iatiqn,  Chilperic  having  fuffered  the  fame 
treatment  from  his  brother  Condebaud.  The  univerfal  pity 
that  followed  this  outrageous  aft  of  cruelty  procured  Sig^'* 
^  mund,  who  in  other  refpefts  did  not  deferve  it,  the  reputa- 
tioh  of  a  faint  *.  Chdomir, .  for  it  does  not  appear  that  his 
l>rethren  took  any  /hare  in  this  fecond  war,  entered  the  conn-  ' 
try  of  the  Burgundians  with  his  army,    and  gave  battle  to 

**  Greg.  Tor.  lib.  iii.  cap.  iv.  Authore  vitae  Thcod.  Abb. 
Rhemens.  ^  Gefla  Keg^.  jbrancorusn,  cap.  20.  Univerfal  Hi- 
ilory.  Book  IV.  chap^xxvili.  fe£i.  6.  ^  Marius  Aventii  ia 
Cbron.  *       •  Gr^c.  Tun  lib.  iii.  cap.  6.  Paffio  S.  Sigifmundl. 

^  Cpdemar, 
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GoJfmar,  in  wlfich  he  was  detbtted.    But  Cldibmit  purfuioH 
:  '     ,  mdifcreetly,  was  furrqunded  and  flain,  and  his  head  fixed  on 
a  pike,  and  carried  about  in  triumph  by  his  enemies,  who  ' 
bdieved  that  thii  would  hcve  flrudc  tht  Franks  tirith  defpair  i 
but,  on  rfie  contrary,  it  infpired  them  with  fo  great  fury,* 
that,  afar  deftroying  the  greateft  p^rt  of  his  army,   they 
AiD^iz^i  oWipcd  Codglmr  to  quit  th^  field  of  battle  ^     Clodomir  left 
behmd  hioi  three  fons,  notwithftanding  which  hi^  brethrenf 
took  poff^iSon  of  his  dominions,  uiider  the  fpeeious  pretence 
,  of  being  guardians  to  his  children ;  and  how  honourably  the^ 
difcharg^d  that  truft^wili  hereafter  appear. 
•thicrf,         Thie&i^  king  of  Meiz^  feeing  the  power  of  the  Oftro^. 
!^H  &    g^tbs  much  leffcned  by  the  death  df  king  Theodorki  thought 
Meta  ri'  jj  ^  proper  dtoe  to  make  Hermanfroi  feel  the  weight  of  his 
^^'  '^  vengeance ;  and  having  engaged  his  brother  Ctotaire^  king  of 
??*'7  •/  SoiffmSj  to  ^ffill  hlhi,  they,  at.  the  time  agreed  upon  betweea 
eia^^W  ^^^*  entered  the  country  of  Thuringia^  with  two  potent 
^ufes        Ernies,     'th^y  joined  foon  after  they  had  pafled  the  Rhine^ 
Herman-  *od  their  force  was  quickly  augmented  by  another  power- 
fioi  f»  be  fol  corps  of  troops  undoir  Theodokeri  '.     However,  Her- 
(murdered,  manfrci  had  time  enough  tO  ail^mble  the  whole  force  of  hjsr 
dpminions,  and  to  difpofe  all  things  in  the  bed  manner  for 
their  reception.    The  alHcs  found  him,  therefore,  with  his 
army  ranged  \ti  brder  of  battle,  with  afpacious  plain  in  front, 
and  a  fteep  and  ra^iid  river  in  his  reaar.    'l^'^ey  formed  with 
"      all  the  diligence  poffible,  expeAidg  thty  ihotild  have  been  at- 
Si>*      tacked,  but  perceiving  the  Tbufingians  remained  firm,  they 
advanced  to  tharge  themy    ffermat^M  had  caufed  feveral 
large  ptt£  td  be  made  in  the  front  of  his  army,  which  were 
covered  again  with  tarf,  and  numbers  Crf  the  Franks  falling^ 
into  them,  were  miftrably  Q^ihi    Cl&taire^  as  fopn  as  he  per- 
ceived this,  gaveafignal  to  halt,  and  foon  after  ^af&ngwith 
his  cavalry  &ough  the  fpaces  bet^en  the  pits,  puihed  the 
Thuringiam  witb  fuch  vigour  that  they  foon  fell  into  confu- 
iion.    Theodobert  followed  his  uncle's  example  with  the  in- 
fantry, and  Tbieri  taking  th^  in  flaQk  <vith  his  fdr^es,  th^ 
route  became  general,  and  the  river  behind  them  preventing 
their  retreat,  £e  far  greateft  part  of  them  were  either  killed 
or  drowned' \    The  queen  y/i«a/fer^i»  .was  conveyed  to  ^ji 
place  of  iafety  by  her  brother  Tbeadad;    and  HermanfrcS 
having  with  difficulty  made  his  efcape,   fied  from  place  to 
place  in  difguife.    In  confequence  of  this  defeat,  the  capital 


'  Gcila  Regum  Francorum,   capy  ztd  ^  Gaed.  T^ut. 
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nb.  iii.  cap.  ri.  ^  Geila  Regmn'  FrancOraski^  cap.  xadl;^ 
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tKms  taken,  iod  the  country  in  general  deftroyed  ^thout 
mercy.  Soon  after  this  viftory,  Theri  inyited  his  brother 
to  a  private  conference ;  but  Clotaire^  as  he  entered  the  hall, 
perceiving  mens  feet  behind  a  piece  of  tapeftry,  fufpefted, 
not  vrlthout  reafon,  a  defign  to  murder  him  ;  and  flopping 
a  little,  made  a  fignal  for  hiii  attendants  to  advance,  which 
they  did  in  good  tittie.  Thieri  carefled  him  extremely,  pre* 
fentedhim  with  a  large  filter  bafon,  and  propofed  to  him 
many  things  for  their  common  benefit,  to  wMch  he  liftened 
^vith  great  complaifance,  but  retired  from,  the  audience  with 
a  full  refolutton  never  to  run  a  hazard  of  the  like  kind 
again  '.  nieri^  at  the  clofc  of  the  campaign,  declared,  that 
having  aveng^  his  breach  of  faith,  Hermanfroi  might  meet 
him  with  fefcty  at  Tolbiac^  in  order  to  treat  of  peace.  Thi- 
ther accordingly  he  cafhe,  was  kindly  received,  andthekinff 
"walking  with  him  upon  the  ramparts,  advanced  a  little  be- 
fore him,  when  a  pcrfon  placed  behind,'  for  that  purpofe, 
threw  him  over  ;nto  thrf  ditch,  whtre  he  was  fmothered. 
Thus  hisfpacious  territories  became  feudatory  to  7i{ri>rz  k. 

ChildeberI-^'  king  of  Paris,    while  his  brothers  were  cj,jy^^ 
thus  employed,  was  embarked  in  another  War^  <rf  the  caufe  bert  /«- 
and  event  of  which  having  given  a  full  account  in  the  laJft  q,ades  tbt 
chapter,  we  fhall  be  as  brief  as  poffibie  here.     His  filler  domii&ont 
Clotilda  had  efpoufed  Amahrky    king  of  the  Vifigoths  inoftheVi- 
Spain,  and  being  a  zealous  Catholic,  and  ,he  an  obftinate  ^goths,  itl 
Jrian^  they  were  quickly  upon  fuch  bad  terms  as  induced  '^^  9"^^ 
Childebert  to  take  up  arms  for  her  deliverance.     In  his  march  ^^i^-^^L 
towards  Septimania,  or  that  diftrift  of  Gaul  fttU  in^he  pof-^|^ 
feffion  of  the  Cothsy  a  falfe  report  reached  his  ear,    of  his 
brother  ThierVs  being  defeated,  and   killed  in  fkuHngia^ 
Which  tempted  hJm  to  make  a  fliort  turn  into  Auvergni^  a 
eountry  belonging  to  his  brother  ;  and  the  capital  being  be- 
layed into  bis  hands,  he  took  poHeHion  of  it,  and  had  juft 
tecefved  the  oaths  of  the  inhabitants  ^  when  he  was  inform^ 
kA  of  the  truth,  and  that,  inflead  of  beiilg  defeated  and  dead, 
1!)neri  was  alive  and  viftorious  :  he  quitted  his  new  con- 
^ueft,  therefore,  with  filence  and  fiiame ;  and,  to  efface  the 
.  Memory  of  it,  recurred  xo  his  firft  expedition,  in  whichr  ho 
Iras  as  profperous  as  he  could  defire ;    for  having  route({  - 
Amataric  in  battle,  and  made  himfelf  mafler  of  Narbonne^ 
ttc  king  of  the  Vifigoths  being  (lain  by  a  confpiracy  of  his 
own  fubjeAs,  his  fiftcr  ^as  reftorcd  to  him,  but  died  in  her 

*  Gti5o.  Tar.  lib^iii/cap.  7;  ^  PRocopti  Casfarienfis- 

de  Gothito  Bdlo/        *  GaEcTur.  lib.  iiL  cap*  g.  PROcoPif- 
C^&nenis  d«  GoAic^  Bello,  lib.  i.  cap.  15. 
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Way  to  Parity  whither  Childebert  returned  in  triumph,  his 
army  loaded  with  plunder,  amongft  wUch  was  a  great  quan- 
tity of  rich  church  plate,  that,  by  his  command,  was  diftri- 
buted  to  the  cathedrals  in  his,dominions ;  by  which  he  gained 
the  love  of  the  clergy,  and  the  cftcem  of  the  prelates «».  His 
brother  Chtaire  congratulated  him  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  en- 
terprize,  and  the  two  brothers  entered  into  a  clofe  alHance, 
being  equally  afraid  of  nieri,  to  whom  notwithftanding 
they  propofed  a  reconciliation,  provided  he  would  affift  them 
in  a  war  againfl:  the  Burgundiatis^  which  they  had  now  more 
than  ever  at  heart.  As  this  did  not  fuit  his  fcheme  of  policy, 
he  refufcd  to  comply  with  their  demand ;  upon  which,  to 
fecure  themfelves  from  any  difturbance,  they  excited  a  {edi- 
tion amongft  his  troops  by  their  intrigues,  and  fomented  a 
rebellion  againft  him  in  Juv^r^ne,  into  which  country  he 
"\Vas  thereby  conftrained  to  fend  the  flower  of  his  forces  un- 
der the  command  of  his  fon  Theodobert.  Having  thus  pro- 
vided fufficient  employment  for  him,  they  continued  with  ali 
pofTible  diligence  their  preparations  againft  Godemary  who, 
while  they  were  embarked  in  other  expeditions,  had  gra- 
dually recovered  his  whole  country,  and  was,  at  this  inftant, 
alTembling  all  his  forces  to  defend  it  «. 
7hevjar  The  two^brothers,  Childebert  2ind  Chtaire,  entered  the 
cfBar-  country  of  their  enemies  with  a  fuperior  army,  and  laid  flpge 
gundy,  c/io  Jtttun  ;  of  which,  after  a  gallant  defence,  they  made 
•^"*  themfelves  mafters,  and  proceeded  next  to  reduce  Plenne : 

^"S^f'     which  they  found  a  work  of  greater  difficulty,  but  which 
^"   It  ^ nd  notwithftanding  they  accompliftied  at  laft  ;  and  being  deter- 
murder  of  ^^^^^  ^^  keep  what  had  coft  them  fo  dear,  they  put  an  end 
Munderic.  P  ^^e  campaign,  by  taking  winter  quarters  in  the  country 
A.D.532.  adjacent  vO.     Thieri,    in  the  mean  time,  finding  the  war  of 
Auvergne  would  prove  a  dangerous  and  troublefome  bufi- 
nefs,  went  thither  in  perfon,  as  believing  that  his  own  tem- 
per and  experience  would  fuit  better  with  an  employment  of 
Inch  a  nature,  than  the  youth,  and  perhaps  the  gentlenefs and 
generofity,  of  his  fon*s  difpofition.     At  firft,  he  aftcd  with 
great   roughnefs  and  f<*verity,  which,  on  a  fudden,   under 
pretence  of  a  dream,  or  vilion,  he  relaxed,  and  by  a  tender 
of  mercy  to  his  fubje^ls  in  defpair,  brought  them  to  a  fub- 
miffion,  into  which  they  would  not  have  been  fo.eafily  for- 
ced P.    Yet  when  he  thought  this  arduous,  affair  in  a  manner 

"»  IsiDOR.'Hifpal.  Greg.  Tun    M.  Aurehi  Cassiodori 
rariarum.        °  Greg.  Tur.   lib.  iii.   cap.  xi.  **   M.  Atr- 
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over,  as  having  made  his  entry  into  Juvergne,    where  he 
contented  himfelf  with  puniftung  the  family  of  the  fenator 
j^rcadiuSy  who  hkd  betrayed  it  to  Childebert^  he  found  his 
work  was  to  be  begun  again.     A  great  lord  of  that  country, 
whofe  name  was  Munderic,  pretending  that  he  was  of  the . 
royal  family  of  Chvis^  not  only  took  up  atms,  but  aflumed 
likewife  the  title  of  king,   and  quickly  dre\V  together  an 
.  army,  compofed  chiefly  of  thofe  who  had  been  ruined  by 
the  licentloufnefs  of  the  king's  troops  9.     Thieri  attempted 
firft  to  get  him  into  his  power  by  negociation/  but  that  fail- 
ed him,  for  his  charafter  was  too  well  known  ;  he  blocked 
him  up  in  yitri,  which  was  then  a  ftrong  place.     Thegar- 
rifon  bdng  numerous,  and  compofed  of  men  abfolutely  de- 
fperate,    the  defence  was  obftinate,  as  might  be  expefted. 
Upon  this,  the  king  fent  a  .domeftic  of.  his,  a  man  of  great 
cunning,  whofe  name  was  Argefile^    to  praftife  once  more 
upon  Munderic  ;  and  he  having  firft  reprefented  his  danger 
ia  very  ftrong  terms,    and  afterwards  fwearing  at  the  high 
altar  that  he  ftiould  have  a  free  pardon,  prevailed  on  him 
to  render  the  place  ^     As  they  came  out  together,  with  a 
few  of  Munderic*s  attendants,  fome  of  Thieri's  foldiers  half- 
armed  gathered  about  them  ;  upon  which  Argeftle  cried  out 
in  an  angry  tone,  "  Who  do  you  ftare  at?  did  you  never 
"  fee  Munderic  before  ?  "    At  which  fignal  they  attacked 
him.   Munderic^  who  had  a  flxort  fpear  in  his  hand,  turning 
on  his  guide,  "  Perjured  traitor,  faid  he,  I  know  I  fhall  die, 
"  but  lead  thou  the  way ;  "  and  fo  pinned  him  to  the  earth ; 
but  being  furrounded,  himfelf  and  his  fervants  were  quickly 
cut  to  pieces  •.     Thieri  having  reduced  Auvergne  a  fecond 
time,  left  Theodobert  with  a  competeiit  number  of  forces  to 
fettle  the  country,  and  returned  himfelf  to  iW^fz,' having  in 
his  mind  ftill  greater  projefts,  and  burning  with  a  defire  to 
expell  the  Oftrogoths  and  the  Fijtgoths  out  of  the  provinces 
they  ftill  poflfefled  in  Gaul,  efteeming,  according  to  the  ma- 
am  of  his  family,  that  they  poflcfled  nothing  where  -they 
did  not  poflefs  all. 

ThEv  queen-dowager  Clotildis,  being  at  Paris  with  hef  Clotaire, 
graadfons,  Gunthaire,  Theodobald,  and  Clodoaldcy  the  fons  of  hy  the  ad* 
Clodomiry    and  having  preffed  her  fon  Childebert  to  do  thefe  'vice  of 
orphans  juftice,'he,  feeming  to  acquiefcein  her  demand^  fent  Childe* 

bert,  mur^ 
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dtrsthiir  for  his  brother  (7/ofair^  to  regulate  the  method  of  puttu]g 
ntpheius,    them  into  pofleiEon  of  their  dominions.    After  this  intCT- 
^d  jLius  y'y^yfi^  tfac  two  brothers  fent  to  demand  the  young  priDces, 
tbeir  df    ^jjom   the  grandmother  delivered  without  the  Icaft  fufjpi- 
mtmoHs.     ^j^jj^  faying,  that  (he  (hould  forget  the  lofe  of  her  fons,  m 
A  p         fedng  them  reign  **    Her  fur  prize  was  great,  at  hearing  they 
•533'  ^^^  py^  under  a  guard;  but  her  apprehenfions  were  ftiU 
more  heightened,  when  Jrcadivs,  the  fenator  of  Juvergm, 
whq  betrayed  that  city  to  Childeberty  brought  Eer  from  that 
prince  a  pair  of  fciflars  and  a  fword,   .and  bid  her  chufe 
which  inftrument  fhe  pleafed.     Confufed  at  fo  horrid  a  mef- 
fage,  (he  anfwered,  **  I  had  rather  fee  my  children  dead/ 
"  than  (haved ;  "    which  being  reported  to  the  two  kings, 
Chtaire  immediately  difpatched  TbeodobaU,  who  was  abwit 
ten  years  old,  with  his  dagger  "•    Gurjthaire,  who  was  about 
feven,  embraced  the  knees  of  his  uncle  Childebert^  who  was 
fo  much  moved  thereat,  as  to  intreat  Clotaire  to  fpare  him ; 
but  the  brutal  prince  cried  out,  "  It  was  by  thy  inftigatioQ 
"  that  I  entered  on  this  bloody  fcene,  die  thyfdf,  or  let  me 
"  fini(h  what  I  have  begun."    Childebert  afFrighted,  ftepped 
out  of  his  way,  and  he  inftantly  difpatched  the  child.     £ut 
during  this  (hort  difpute,  the  attendants  of  Chitdebert  con- 
veyed away  Clodoalde  ;  at  which  the  furious  Clotaire  was  fo 
provoked,  that  he  caufed  all  the  tutors  and  domeftics  who  at- 
tended the  children  to  be  deftroyed  ^.   As  to  CMoaldcy  he  be- 
came a  monk,  and  for  his  innocent  life  being  reputed  a  faint, 
left  his  name  to  the  village  of  St.  Cloud  nesir  Paris  ^.  It  might 
be  imagined,  that  Tbieri,  who  had  no  hand  in  thefe  murders, 
would  have  revenged  thbm,  but  having  his  (hare  of  their  do- 
jmnlons,  he  was  reconciled  to  his  brethren,  and  entered  into 
an  alfiance  with  Clotaire  for  driving  the  Oftrogotbs  out  of  Gaid\ 
in  order  to  (hare  the  countries  they  held  between  them  y. 
Wbile  In  order  to  execute  this  great  defign,  Chtaire  ordered  ^ 

Thicri  //  fon  Gunthier  to  march  with  an  army  on  the  fide  of  RodiZ^ 
uSing  a-  while  Theodobert  with  his  father  ThierVs  forces,  afted  from 
fratnft  tbe  ^h^t  of  Auvergne.  But,  as  foon  as  the  war  was  begun.  Gun- 
^^'J"  thierj  without  any  apparent  caufe,  retired,  and  left  Theodo- 
Chide-  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^°  ^^  ^  could  *.  This  young  priuce,  in 
bert  W  ^®  progrefs  of  his  expedition,  met  with  a  lady,  whofe 
Clotaire  i^anie  was  Deuteria,  a  married  woman,  but  who  had  beauty 
tcmplfte     and  wit,  though  not  youth  to  recommend  her;  and  of  her 
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lie  was  fo  enamoured,  that,  after  a  campaigh  not  -very  ac-  tl^e  con*  . 
tivc,  he  retired  into  y^uvergne,  and  put  his  troops  into  win-  9'^fJ^  of 
ter  quarters*.     His  father  Thieri  had  committed  the  civil  ad-  B«rgun- 
ininiftration  of  this  province,  after  its  rcduftidn,  to  Sigivakle;  ^^^ 
•who  believihg  the  people  were  not  like  to  obtain  mudi  re-  '^•■^•534* 
drefs  at  court,  had^opprefled  thetti  in  the  moft  grievous  man- 
iier ;  of  which  Thieri  being  informed,  caufed  him  tot)e  feized 
and  fent  to  court,  where,  upon  full  proof,  he  was  beheaded. 
But  believing  that  his  fon  Givalde  might,  fome  tim^  or  others 
Endeavour  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  an  order  was  dif- 
patched  to  Theodobert  to  feize  and  execute  hir^  alfo.     The 

Jrince,  who  had  been  this  young  toan*s  godfather,  fent  for 
im,  and,  having  /hewed  him' his  father's  orders,  advifcdhina 
to  withdraw,  and  not  to  venture  into  his  own  country  again^ 
lb  long  as  the  king  lived  ^.  In  the  mean  time,  Chil£beri 
and  Clotaire  finiftied  the  reduftioa  of  Burgundy^  in  which 
fbme  fay  Codemar  was  killed,  and  others  affirm  that  he  re- 
tired into  Spaitif  and  from  thence  to  jifrica  «=.  The  ne-  '  ^ 
cefBty  of  employing  their  troops  in  this  war,  might  be  ona 
reaibn  for  recalling  Gunthier ;  but  there  was  aiiother ;  Thhti 
king  of  Metz  was  fallen  into  a  declining  ftate  of  health,  and 
the  two  brothers  had  fuch  intelligence  in  his  dominions^  - 
that  they  had  hopes  of  fupplanting  their  nephew,  to  which 
they  thought  his  being  embarraflcd  in  the  war  with  the  0* 
Jtrogoths  might  very  probably  contribute.  But  Theodob&ri 
»  being  informed  in  time  of  their  contrivances,  returned  fo 
fpeedily  that  he  difappointed  them,  and,  upon  his  father*3 
death,  was  proclaimed,  and  put  into  pojOenion  of  all  hts 
dominions  ^i,  He  was  not  a  litde  chagrined  at  the  ufage  he 
met  with,  and  the  danger  he  had  c fcaped,  but  was  prudent 
enough  to  difTemble  it. 

ChiLdebert,   who  ^^as  naturally  a  timorous  prince,  Childd-, 
fearing  the  refentment  of  his  nephew,  and,  at  the  fame  time  bert/Wy 
hating  his  brother,  refolved  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  for-  '^  nectfd^ 
mer,   and  to  make  him  forget,  if  poffible,  the  attempt  he  ^  '^..'''* 
had  made  to  his  prejudice;  Theodobert  came  readily  into  all  ^l-f^fi . 
this,  and  obtained  a  fhare  in  the  divifion  of  Burgundy.     Ht  TKeodo* 
afterwards  actepted  an  invitation  to  Paris^    where  he  was  (^^^j  ^f^g 
both  kindly  and   magnificently  treated,    dnd,  at  the  bmtfj^^ctffer  of 
tinac,  Childebert  declared  him  his  heir  «.     In  Raly^  Amala-  Thicri* 
Siuntaf  the  daughter  of  Theodoric,    after  tiie  death  of  htr 

*  Greg.  Toron.  1.  iii,        *»  M.  Aurelii  Cassiod.  variir; 
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A.D.536.  firft  huftand,  efpoufed  Theodad  her  coufin,  who,  through 
jealoufy  and  ingratitude,  imprifoned  and  put  her  to  death, 
which  gave  a  colourable  pretence  to  the  emperor  Juftinian 
to  undertake  the  expulfion  of  the  OJirogoths  out  of  Italy  ^ 
To  facilitate  this,  he  fet  on  foot  a  negociation  with   the 
three  monarchs  of  the  Franks y  in  order  to  obtain  their  af- 
iiflance,    and,  by  a  dexterous  management  of  this  n^ocia- 
tioQ,  they  drew  to  themfelves  immenfe  treafures  in  fubfidies 
and  prefents ;  but  this  did  not  hinder  their  negotiating  at  t{ie 
fame  time  privately   with  Theodad^  who  offered  them  the 
provihces  his  nation  ftill  retained  in  Gaul.     Hrs  conduft  was 
fp  bad  that  his  people  revolted  and  killed  him,  bcflowing 
the  crown  upon  WitigeSy  whofe  only  title  was  being  a  brave 
man  and  an   experienced  officer;    but  to  fortify  this,   he 
nlarried  the  princefs  Matazunta,  the  daughter  of  the  d_e- 
ceafed  queen,  and  by  him  the  negociation  was  perfefted,  in 
confequence  of  which  Pravence  was  delivered  up  to   the 
Franks  %.     Childebert  had  Jrles  for  his  (hare ;  MarfeilUs  fell 
to  that  of  Clot  aire.     Theodoberty    after  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, fet  up  a  demand   for  himfelf.     He  pretended,  that 
his  family  having  {\xhdiXitA\hc  Allemans  in  Germany  yAtviY^d. 
from  thence  a  title  to  the  countries  thofo  people  had  con- 
quered and  pofleffed  on  the  frontiers  of  Gaul,    and,  upon 
tliis  pretence,    the   Rhetian  j4lps,    or  the  country  of  the 
GrifonSy    was  yielded  to  him  *».      At  the  very  time  this 
agreement   was  concluded   and  executed,  Juftinian  depend- 
ing on  his  promifes,    had  adopted  him,    as  a  mark  of  his 
afFeftion  and  efteem  *.     We  may   have  leave  to  treat  this 
double-dealing  as  bafe  and  fcandalous,  fiace  thefe  and  even 
hardier  epithets  are  beflowed  by  a  French  hiftorian,   who 
with  great  fpirit  and  impartiality  has  given  a  juft  repre- 
fentation  of  thefe  reigns  ^  ;  which  remark  it  was  neceffary 
to  make,  in  order  to  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  our  having 
mifreprefented  them. 
Theodo.        To  pufti   this  matter  to  the  utmoft,    Theodoberty  by  af- 
bert'j  />-  fording  new  hopes  to  Juftinian,  obtained  a  conceffion  from 
ruption       him  of  the  fame  provinces   that  had  been  yielded  by   the 
•  /»/o  Italy-  Oflrogoths ;  fo  that  now  all  claims  of  the  emperors  to  any 
part  of  Gaul  being  extinft,   it  was  univerfally  confidered  as 
the  patrimony  of  the  Franks  ^  -  Belizarius  having  managed 
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the  war  in  Italy  very  fuccefsfully,  and  brought  the  power  A.D.539* 
of  the  Ooths^  notwithftandiog  the  courage  and  conduft  of 
WiiigeSj  to  the  very  laft  gafp,  faw  with  amazement  Theodo* 
bert  pafs  the  Alj>s  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
men,  with  which  he  traverfed  Itafy^  ruining  and  plunder- 
ing the  country  wherever  he  came.  He  had  before  fent  a 
corps  of  fome  thoufand  Burgundians,  as  auxiliaries  to  the 
Goths;  and  though  they  did  them  little  fervice^  yet  they  flat- 
tered themfelves  that  he  was  come  in  perfon,  with  this  po- 
tent army,  to  refcue  them  from  deftruftion  ;  while,  on  the 
other  handy  Belizartus  grounding  his  expeAatiqns  on  the 
late  treaty,  flattered  himfelf  that  the  Franks  would  aft  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  empire  ".  Theodobert  difappointed  both  ; 
l;ie  attacked  and  cut  to  pieces  the  Gothsy  who  received  him 
as  friends,  and  immediately  after  defeated  a  part  of  the  inj-  '   * 

perial  forces.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  his  defign  was, 
except  loading  his  army  with  plunder  ;  with  which  view  he 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Cenoay  ranfacked  it,  and  then  find- 
ing his  forces  much  diminiftied  by  ficknefs  he  quitted  Italy ^ 
leaving  one  of  his  generals,  with  a  ibflicient  body  of  forces, 
to  fecure  the  pafles  "<,  Betizarius  having  fliut  up  Witiges 
in  the  city  of  Ravenna^  and  held  him  there  clofely  befieged, 
the^  monarchs  of  the  Franks  fent  him  the  /Irongeft  aflurances 
of  relief,  and  Theodobert  made  preparations  for  entering  A^i/|; 
again,  with  a  great  army,  for  that  purpofe.  But  Witiges 
prevented  this,  by  furrendering  the  city  and  his  perfon  to  • 
Belizariusy  who  fent  him  to  Conftantinople,  where,  with  the 
title  of  Patrician,  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quiet  ®.  This  (hews,  however,  that  he  had  conceived  a  jufl: 
diffidence  of  the  Franks^  and  would  not  truft  them  in  any 
treaty. 

As  they  had' no  longer  any  foreign  war  to  employ  them,  Chfldc- 
the  Franks,  unable  to  remain  quiet,  fell  out  among  them-  bcrt  and 
(elves ;  Clotaire,  as  fome  writers  fay,  was  the  aggreflbr,  byTheodo- 
making  an  irruption  into  the  territories  of  Chitdebert  with  °^^  '^i^^ 
a  fmall  body  of  forces.     His  brother,  being  fupported  by  ^^^enuar^ 
Theodobert,  marched  againft  him  with  fuch  diligence  ^^^T  ^y^l 
'    they  furprized  him,  at  the  entrance  of  the  foreft  of  Bre^ /!?/.>/^l 
tone,  on  the  banks  ot  the  river   Seine.     He  cut  down  the  ciotairc. 
trees  on  every  fide,  in  order  to  embarrafs  his  enemies,  and 
to  form   a  kind  of  hafty  fortification  about  his  camp   »*• 
ChUdebert  and  Theodobert,  much  fuperior  to  him  in  numbers. 
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fjifpofcd  all  things  for  attacking  him  by  break  of  day,  when 
there  arofe  fo  violent  a  ftorm  of  thundef,  lightning  and  rain, 
that  Childeberty  who  was  naturall]^  mild,  regarding  it  as  a 
miracle,  fent  to  offer  his  brother  jjcace,  which  was  quickly 
concluded  on  equal  terms  ^.     Some  time  after  a  council 
was  held  at  Orleans^  ^nd  frqm  feveral  of  the  canons  made 
therein  it  cl^rly  appears,  that  many  of  the  Franks  remained 
to  this  time  Pagans^    and  that  many  more  had  a  kind  of 
mixed,  religion,  profeffing  the  faith  of  Chriftians,    and  ye| 
praftifing  many  Pagan  ceremonies  and  fuperftitions :    the 
body  of  thp  S^lique  Law  was^alfo  reviewed,  reformed,  and 
augmented. 
CbiWe-         '^^  S^^^  ^^  evident'' teftimony  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  re-, 
bert  and  conciliation,  and,  at  th^  fame  time,  to  find  fome  employ- 
Clotaire    ment  fOr  4  nation  unable  to  remain  long  at  reft,    the  twq 
fftake  an    brothers  Childebert  and  Clotaire   determined  to  attack   the 
irruption    Vifigoths^  as  being  defirous  to  have  the  Pyrenees  as  w^U  as 
\nto  Spain  ^^  jjp^  foj.  the  boundaries  of  their  dominions  ',     While 
^1^  ^^^ui  ^^^  ^^'"^  employed  in  this  e^jpeditioq,  Theodobert  dircfted 
.  hlTenb'  ^^^  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Italy,     Childebert  and  Clotaire 
the  ^V'Ji'  P^f^^^rated  as  far  as  Saragojfa  almoft  without  refiftance,  and 
geths.       ^^i**  ^'*my  having  enriched  themfelves  with   the  pillage  of  ' 
^.p.543.'thofe  opulent  countries,    they  determined  to  return:    moft 
of  the  French  writers  fpeak  of  this  retreat    as  perform- 
ed with  great  courage  and  conduft  ;  but  the  Spanijh  vjtiXsx^ 
afTert,  with  much  more  appearance  of  truth,  that  the  two 
brothers  did  not  retire  till  their  forces  were  totally  defeated 
by  the  Gothic^  general  TudifcleSy    and  that  few  or  none  of 
them  had  found  their  way  home,  if  avarice,  which  is  the 
growth  of  all  climes  and  all  nations,    h^d  not  induced  aq 
pminent  officer  among  the  Goths  to  leave  open  one  of  the 
pafTages  of  the  Pyrenees  a  day  aqd  a  night,   in  confidera- 
tion  of  an  immenfe  reward,    notwithftanding  which    the 
rear  of  their  ^rmy  was  cut  to  pieces  %     It  is  however  iaid, 
tJiat  the  Franks  had,  in  Ibme  mcafure, '  their  revepge,  in  de- 
feating, with  confiderable  (laughter^  a  Spanijb  army  that 
had  bepn  tranfported   into  Langy.edpc  by  fca';    but  a$  this 
'    point  has  been  elfewhere  explained,  therie  is  no  need  of  dc-' 
taining  the  reader  any  longpr  lipoid  it  here,  more  efpecially 
as  both  parties  feemed  now  to  be  at  leaft  weary  of  the  war, 
if  not  inclined  to  peace  * ;    and   the  affiiirs  of  Italy  drew 
pncernqre  their  moft  f^riqus^  attentioq,  ypop  tbecidprin: 

^  Greg.  Turqn.  1.  sii.  c.  28,   FRspscARif  Scholaftici  Epi- 
^  tpmc  &  Chronicon.        ^  Grec  Turon.        •  IfiiDOR,  Hifpal, 
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ciple  of  fifliiag  ia  troubled  waters,  and  aggrandizing  them* 
felves  at  the  expence  of  others.  A  maxim  which  rendered 
them  equally  formicUble  and  detefUble  to  their  neighbours, 
who  have  not  failed  to  fet  out  the  ill  ufage  they  met  with 
from  them  in  peace,  as  well  as  war,  in  the  firongeft  co- 
lours. 

Theodorert  began  with  negotiating  again  with  theThcodo- 
cmperor  Jufiiniariy  "from  whom  he  procured  the  moft  au-  ^^^^  ^'* 
thentic  renunciations  of  the  rights  of  the  empire  to  thofe  ^?^'^  ** 
provinces  and  places,  which,  in  the  depth  of  their  diftrefs,  *^['^^f 
the  Oftrogoths  had  been  forced  to  yield,  and  which  he  had  ^^^^  ^^ 
alfo  ceded,  though  not  with  an  exprefs  demiffion  of  the  fo-  Juftinian, 
vereignty ;    and  thus  the  claim  on  one  fide,  and  the  poflcA  and  dies  in 
fion  on  the  other  being  relinquiflied,  xhcFranks  became  the/i&^  mijji 
legal  mafters  of  thofe  maritime  parts  of  Caul ^  which  theo/iismi- 
ppwer  of  Theodoric  had  protefted  againfl  the  ambition  ofli^^O  p^e* 
Clovis.     But  7heodobert's  views  went  farther  ;  he  negotiated/^*^'^'* 
likewife  with  Tottila,  who  had  in  fome  meafure  reflorcd  the 
affairs  of  the  Goths  in  Itafyy  and  was  willing  to  try  what 
^Quld  be  bad  from  him  \    But  this  brave  and  generous 
prince,    though  he  fought  the  friendflup  of  the  Franks, 
fought  it  in  an  honourable  and  noble  way,  and  demanded 
the  daughtel-  of  Theodobert  in  marriage,  which  that  monarch 
rejefted  with  an  air  of  contempt ;  for  as  the  Oftrogoths  pro- 
pofed  to  expell  the  Imperialifts^  and  to  prefervc  by  arms  the 
coufitries  which  by  arms  had  been  acquired ;  and  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Imperialijls  propofed  the  es^tirpation  of  the 
Oftrogoths y'  that  the  emperors  might  enter  again  into  the 
cxercife  of  their  authority  in  Italy ;  fo  Theodobert  aimed  at 
-the  deftrudionof  both,  that  he  might  fublUtute  the  empire 
of  the;  Franks  in  Italyfy  as  his  anceftors  had  done  in  Gajjd  ^« 
His  lieutenant  Bucetin  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  this  de-  A. 0.548; 
fign,  by  extending  hisconqueft  through  the  country  of  Li' 
guria^  along  the  fea-coaft,  while  Theodobert  projefted  a  di- 
'  verfion  'by  ^an  irruption  into  the  dominions  of  Juftinian, 
that  jnight  have  brought  his  forces,  and  thofe  of  his  allies, 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  Coriftantinople  *.     Princes  of  hi^ 
charafter  feldom  want  pretences ;  from  being  the  friend  and 
ally,  he  was  become  the  mortal  enemy,  of  Juftinian ;  intereft 
diAated  the  meafure,  which  was  to  be  covered  by  a  pre<* 
tended  zeal  for  glory.     The  emperor,  elated  by  the  vifto- 
rie$  which  ids  generals  had  obtained,  affumed,    after  tTie 
indent  Roman  manner,  a  variety  of  furnames,  and  amongfl 

«  GiiEG.  Tur.  1.  ill.        "^  Pro4:oi»ii  Csf.  de  Gothico  BeUa^ 
1,  iv,  *  ApoN.  Breviar.  Chron.  "*     , 
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tJicm  infertcd  Francicus^  as  if  he  had  been  the  conqueror 
of  the  Franks.     Theodobert,  who  wanted  fuch  an  opportu-^ 
•     nity,  feized  it  eagerly,  remonftrated  in  high  terms  at  Con-' 
JlantinopUy  and  attempted  to  aflbciate  in  an  alliance  all  the 
northern  nations,^  that  had  been  outraged  by  the  fame  un- 
feafonabfe  overflowing  of  imperial  vanity  y.     But,  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  vaft  defigns,    which  Theodobert  might  have 
found   it  very  difficult  to  execute,    he  was  removed    by 
death,  to  the  great  grief  of   the  Franks^    ai^d  to  the  no 
fmall  joy  of  their  neighbours  * ;  all  of  whom  dreaded  his 
great   abilities,  which  were  direfted  by  no  other  motives 
than  ambition  and  intereft. 
His  fin         Theodebai-de,  or  Thibaut,  the  only  fon  of  Theodobert, 
Theode-   though  a  youth  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,    and  to 
halde/uc-  the  legitimacy  of  whofe  birth  there  might  have  been  fome 
ceeJsj  and  objeftion,  fucceeded  to  his  father's  dominions  without  trou- 
'fics  after  ble  or  difpute,  which   was,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to 
a  Jhort     the  ^ifg  precautioQs  which  his  father  had  taken,  and  the 
^f'f?         firm  attachment  to  his  family  (hewn  by  the  generals  who 
nmthout    commanded  the  troops,  ^nd  who,  if  they  had  afted  upon 
'^"'-  other  principles,  mijght  have  created  a  great  deal  of  confu- 

fion  a.  The  emperor  Jujiinian  fent  a  fplendid  embafly  to 
his  court,  in.hopiss  of  «ngaging  thofe  who  bad  the  direftion 
of  this  young  king's  affairs,  to  enter  into  his  views,  inftead 
of  purfuing  thofe  of  his  father.  The  minifters  of  Theode-  , 
balde  afted,  however,  as  if  their  old  mafter  had  been  alive, 
and  had  diftated  to  them  the  rules  of  their  behaviour. 
They  treated  the  impjsrial  ambafladors  with  all  poflible  re- 
fpeft,  gave  them,  in  the  name  of  the  young  king,  a  very 
favourable  anfwer,  and  fent  an  ambaflador  dfo  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  fraught  with  pacific  inftruftions,  from  whence,  as 
in  times  paft,  they  drew  great  advantages  ;  for  the  Creek 
emperor  never  negotiated  with  the  Franks  without  fup- 
porting  the  proppfitions  he  made  with  confiderable  pre- 
ients  \  But  when  Jiiftinian  thought  himfelf  fure  of  this 
martial  and  enterprifing  nation,  he  found  himfelf  more  de- 
ceived th^n  ever  ;  for  Bucelin  and  Leutharisy  at  the  head  of 
prodigious  numbers  of  Frankf^  entered  Itafy^  and  profefling 
that  they  afted  on  their  own  heads,  and  without  receiving 
gny  orders  from  their  court,  put  it  out  of  the  emperor's 

y  AcATH|«  Schotaftici  de  Imperatofis  Juftiniani  rebus,  I.  i 
*  Greg.  Turon.  f.  iii.  c.  34.  Agathia  Scholaflici  d« 
Jmperatoris  Juftinriani  rebus,  1.  i.  *  Procofxi  Cxf.  de  Go- 

^icoBello,  I,  iv.  '        ^  ^gathia  Schol.    de  Imperatdris 
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power  to  know  what  might  be  expefted  from  them,  or  how 
to  deal  with  them^.  His  general  Narfes  delivered  him  from 
thefe  difficulties  by  the  courage  and  conduft  he  ihewed,  in 
the  management  of  a  war,  which  had  put  a  period  to  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Oftrogoths^  and  gave  a  check  to  the  im- 
pctuofity  of  thft  French^  who  fufFered  likewife  by  a  mifun- 
derfVanding  between  their  generals,  who  were  both  Alkmans 
by  birth ;  and  one  of  whom,  Leutharis,  had  praftifed  vdth 
the  OfirogothSf  to  grant  them  what  afliAance  lay  in  his 
power,  provided  they  would  acknowlege  him  for  thar 
king,  and  which  ended  in  the  deftruftion  of  both  ^.  In  A.D.5J5; 
the  mean  time,  Theodebalde,  ♦  after  a  ihort  and  inaAive 
reign,  breathed  his  laft  at  Compiegne,  when,  according  to 
the  rule  of  fucceffion  which  then  prevailed,  his  dominions 
ihould  have  been  divided  between  his  two  great  uncles  (D), 
as  other  principalities  and  even  feignories  among  the  Franks 
lifually  were. 

But 


^  MiVRius  Aventic.  in  Chron. 
cap.  9. 

(D)  TibeodovalduSf .  as  the  old 
hiftorian  calls  him,  or  Theodo- 
hald^  as  he  is  commonly  called, 
or  Thibaut^  for  it  is  the  fame 
name,  fucceeded  his  father, 
though  he  was  paralytic,  which 
tbofe  who  maintain  the  crown 
to  have  been»  in  thefe  times, 
ftridlly  hereditary,  infift  upon 
as  a  yery  ftrong  proof  ( i ).  Im- 
mediately after  the  death  of  his 
father,  there  happened  a  fed!- 
tion,  in  which  Partbianus,  who 
was  looked  upon  to  have  been 
the  devifer  of  fome  oppreiSve 
taxes  in  7he6doberfs  time,  was 
ftoned  to  death  ;  for  which  the 
king  is  much  blamed  by  a  mo- 
dern hiftorian,  as  a  weak  and 
puiillanimous  prince  (2}.  But 
if  we  cdniider,  that  he  was  an- 
der  fourteen,  he  may  perhaps 
(land  excufed,   thoV  we  fhould 


^  Greg,  Taron.  lib.  iv. 


not  put  the  reader  in  mind  of 
his  infirmity.  It  may  be,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  not  the  cafe, 
and  that  the  king  might  aQ  on 
another  modve ;  for  though  his 
body  was  crazy,  yet  his  mind 
feemed  to  have  been  tolerably 
found,  from  the  following  flory  ~ 
told  of  him,  by  Gregory  of 
^oursf  who  fays,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  excited  a  general 
diilike  to  him  amongft  his 
courtiers,  ought  to  have  been 
added  in  a  parenthefis.  The 
king  was  talking  one  day,  he 
tells  as,  of  miniSers  who  aba- 
fed  their  trull,  and  plundered 
the  people,  and  expreiTed  him- 
felf  tothis  purpofe.  There  was 
a  man  who  had  fome  excellent 
wine,  which  he  kept  in  a  veiTel 
that  had  a  narrow  neck,  and  a 
large  body,  which  being  left 
open. 


(i)  Mar,  Aventh.  Chrm,  Greg.  Turon*  lib.  iii.  cap,  36.  Memoin  pour  etah^r 
fiu  U  Rtya$atu  de  Franct  aSe  fmcetJUf  bereditaire  dans  la  fnmitri  Ras^,  far  AU 
df  FfHctma^nt,  {%)  tms  U  Ceadrf,  tm,  i.  f»  127, 
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c  the  father,  rendered  him  difagrecable  to  the  fon ;  he  difre- 
garded  him  therefore,  and  bellowed  his  confidence  on  a  maa 
of  hia  own  character,  which  had  fo  untoward  an  influence 
on  his  aAions  as  obliged  his  father  tp  recall  him  ^.  Chram- 
ms  added  difobedience  to  indifcretion ;  and,  having  married 
the  daughter  of  a  powerful  nobleman,  took  up  arms  againft 
his  father.  Childebert,  plcafed  with  this  occafion,  promifed 
him  affiftance,  and,  by  his  intrigues,  engaged  the  Saxons  to 
rebel  for  the  third  time,  which  obliged  Chtaire  to  turn  his 
views  and  his  forces  on  that  fide ;  but,  however,  he  fent  a 
confiderable  body  of  forces,  commanded  by  two  of  his  (bus, 
to  reduce  their  brother  ^.  They  managed  the  war  like  young 
men,  and,  upon  a  falfe  rumour  of  their  father's  death,  fpread 
out  of  policy  by  their  brother,  retired.  This  changed  the 
face  of  afFaurs  in  refpeft  to  Chramnes  ;  and  his  uncle,  to  fe-  , 
your  his  intereft,  made  an  irruption  mio  Champagne  \  but 
they  very  fuddenly  changed  again  by  Childeberfs  falling  fick 
at  Parisy  on  his  return  from  that  expedition ;  of  which 
ficknefs  he  quickly  died  «>  (E)  ;  and,  as  he  was  little  be- 
loved, was  but  little  regretted. 

Clotaire, 

^  Gefta  Regum  Francorum.  *  Adon.  Breviar.  Cbron. 

*  Gr£g.  Turon.  lib.  iv.  Marivs  Aventic.  inChron. 

(E)  Childehert  was  in  all  at  Arles^  and  two  at  Tarts,  on- 
refpedis  a  prince  very  unequal,  der  his  aufpices,  are  yet  ftrong* 
and  in  all  probability*  it  is  ow-  er  proofs  of  this  ;  -  but  that 
ing  to  this,  that  we  find  fuch  which  fecms  to  be  the  flrong- 
different  charaftcrs  of  him,  in  eft  of  all  is,  his  obliging  pope 
ancient  and  modem  hidories.  Pelagius,  of  wbofe  principles 
The  truth  is,  he  did  not  de*  ,  he  had  fome  fufpicion^to  fend 
ferve  a  good,  and,  at  the  fame  him  his  confeffion  of  faith ;  of 
time,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  give  which  the  Fnnch  hiftorians 
him  a  bad  charader  (6).  lu  boafl  as  a  point  of  great  con- 
point  of  morals  he  was  more  fequence  (8).  But  with  all 
irreproachable  than  any  of  his  thefe  good  he  hid  a  great  ma- 
brethren;  for  he  was  a  lover  of  ny  ill  qualities  ;  he  was  ambi- 
order  and  juftice,  and  govern-  tious,  fickle,  and  deceitful.  He 
ed  his  people  mildly  (7).  He  projefled  the  murder  of  his 
was,  according  to  the  mode  of  nephews,  the  fons  of  Clodomr, 
the  times»  extremely  pious  ;  though  he  afterwards  relented ; 
chat  is,  he  built  hofpitals,  con-  he  encouraged  his  nephew 
vents,  and  churches.  Four  Chramnes  to  take  up  arms  a. 
councils  held  at  Orleans,  one  gainfH  his  father,    and  yet  it 

.  does 

(6)  Grigor,  Turon,  tib,  iv.  cap,  20»  Msriui  in  Chrorieh,  Meaurdy^  L*  Genire^ 
P,  DanteU  (7)  Fredegarii  SeboUJiici  Epitome  &   Chronifon,    Ataritfi  in 

Ckrmitis.  (Sj  Fortunit,  lib,  ^.  carm.  ii* 
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Cf-OTAifeE,  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  united  all  theClotaire 
dominions  of  Clevis  in  his  own  poffeffion,    and  his  fon  Cpe-  becomes 
ing  himfelf  unable  to  refill  his  power,  had  recourfe  to  \i\%Me  mon- . 
clemency.     His  father  forgave  him,  and  advifed  him  to  be-  ^''^^  ^f^^ 
have  fo,  for  the  future,  as  that  he  might  forget  whait  was  F^*°  f '. 
paft;  the  admonition  was  feafonable  and  falutary,  but  '^^'  ^i^^a  r^ 
efFe^hial.     The  king  would  not  fuddenly  truft  him  with  and  hU 
power,  and  to  him  a  private  life  was  infupportable  ".    'Atfamfy^ 
began  therefore  to  intrigue  afrefli ;  and  having  engaged  the  and  dies 
count  of  Bretagne  to  embrace  his  intereft,    he  broke  ontfion  after. 
into  afecond  rebellion.  Chtaire  marched  againft  him  with- 
out Ipfs  of  time.     The  count  his  proteftor  advifed  him  to  A.D.560. 
withdraw  from  the  army,    for  the  fccurity  of  his  perfon, 
while  he  gave  the  king  battle  ;   but  the  prjnce,  though  de- 
feftive  in  other  refpefls,  wanted  not  courage,  and  therefore, 
rejefting  this  advice,  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  troops, 
and  (hewed  an  intrepidity  which  had  been  laudable  in  a 
better  caufe  °.     It  is  faid,  that,  before  the  armies  engaged^ 
Clotaire  put  up  his  prayers   to  the  Supreme  Being,  that  he 
would  aflift  him  as  he  did  David  againfl  Jbfalom :    the  dif- 
piite  was  fliort  and  bloody  ;    the  Bretons  were  beaten,  and 
their  count  killed.      Upon  which  Chramnes   determined  to 
make  his  efcape,  but  perceiving  that  the  quarter,  where  his 
wife  and  family  were,  had  been  furrounded  by  his  father's 
forces,  he  attempted  to  refcue  them,    and. In  that  attempt 
was  taken  p.     In  this  condition,  they  were  all  thruft  into 
a   thatched  cottage   near  the  field ;    of  which    the  king 
was  no  fooner  informed,  than  he  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire 
on  all  fides ;  fo  that  all  within  periflied  in  the  flames,  tho* 
fotne  fay,  that  Chramnes  was  firft  ilrangled  ^.     The  king,  at 
his  return  from  this  expedition,  made  great  offerings  at  the 

^  pREp.  Turon.  1.  iv^  c.  20.  •  Venantii  Fortu- 

NATi  Epifcopi  Pidavienfis  Epift.  1.  vi.  carni.i.  p  'GefU 

I    Regttm  Francorum.        ^  Fredbc.  £pit.  Chron. 

does  not  appear  he  attempted  Clotaire,  being  firfl  imprifoned 

to    make    him    his   fuccefTor,  and  then  banifhed  (i).     This 

which,  however,  might  be  out  is  the  iirft  inflance  that  occurs 

of  his  power  (o).     He  had  bat  of  the  fetting  afide  daughters  j 

one  confort,  ifltrogottey  and  by  but  whether  it  was   done  by 

her    he    had    two    daughters,  cuflom,  by  virtue  of  any  law» 

Chrotherge  and  Chrotifinde ,  who  or  by  downright  force,  is  very        ♦ 

were  all    very  ill  treated  by  far  from  being  clear. 

(9)  Greg,  Turofi,  liht  iv.  cap,  2C.     Fredegarti  SchoIaflUi  Epitome  &  ChrM» 
Mariui  in  Cbronicit,  (i)  Greg,  Turin*  lib,  iv.  cop,  ao. 
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ihrine  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  and  performed  many  other 

afts  of  devotioa,  according  to  the  mode  of  thofe  tuAes*; 

he  made  alfo  fome  political  regulations  for  the  benefit  of ' 

his  fubjefts,    and  tlw  fecurity  of  his  pofterity  ;   but  while 

he  was  thus  employed,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  while 

hunting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Compiegne,  which  carried 

hiip  to  the  grave  in  a  few  days  ^     He  is  faid  to  have  cried 

out,  when  very  near  his  end,  how  puiflTant  is  the  King  df 

heaven,  who  thus  at  his  pleafure  removes  the  greateft  kingd 

upon  earth  •.     He  had  enjoyed  the  regal  dignity  fifty-ohe 

years,  and  was  without  doubt  one  of  the  moft  fortuaatci 

monarchs   that  hitherto   had  occupied  the  throne  of  thd 

Franks ;  in  whom  many  great  qualities  were  confpicuous^ 

which  might  have  rendered  his  name  immortal,  if  they  had 

not  been  obfcured  by  many  odious  vices  ^ 

^hidomi'       The  empire  of  the  Fr^n^j,  upon  the  demife  of  (TZ^f^r/^ 

nions  of     defcended  to  his  four  fons,  Cariberty  Gontraniy  Sigebert  and 

Clotaire    Chilperic.     It  does  -not  appear,  that  any  divifion  was  made 

are  di^oid-  ^jy  him  ;  but  very  foon  after  his  deceafc  Chilpericy  the  moft 

ed  by  Jot   reliefs  30^  cntcrprifing  of  his  fons,  went  with  a  ftrong 

^ortgji     ^2xiy  of  his   friends  to   Braime  in  Champagne y    a  country 

foJ^^'^     palace  of  his  father's,   where  he  knew  his  treafures  renaain- 

ed,  and  having  feized  upon  thefe,  and  diftributed  a  part  to 

the  nobility  and  people,  "in  the  dominions  of  his  uncle  Clnl- 

deberty    he  was  by  them  condufted  in  triumph  to  PariSf 

and  there  feated  on  the  throne  ".     This  was  in  itfelf  a  bold 

meafure,  and  condufted  with  fpirit,  but  in  the  end  it  proved 

altogether  vahi.     The  other  three  princes,  ai&fted  by  th^ 

prelates  and  nobility,  quickly  aflembled  fuch  a  force  as  com* 

pelled  Chilperic  and  his  faftion  to  abandon  their  enterprize, 

and  to  piit  things  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  they  were  at 

the  king's  death  ^.     After  this,  according  to  cuftom,  which 

A.D.562.  feems  to  be  the  fdie  law  among  the  Franks y  the  diftributioii 

was  made  by  lot ;    by  which  means  Cariberty  who  was  th^ 

eldeft,    had  the  kingdom  of  Parisy    Gontraniy  the  fecond, 

had  Orleansy    Sigebert  had  Metz,  .or  the  kingdom  of  AU'^ 

firafiay    and  Chilperic y  the  younger,  was' forced  to  be  con^ 

tent   with  Soijfons  *.      Provence  and  Aquitaine  were  not 

comprehended  in  this  divifion,  but  feem  to  have  been  pof- 

kScd  by  all  of  them  in  common,  and,  which  muft  appeal 

'  A  DON.   Brevian  Chron.  •  Gefta  Regom  Francdrum. 

*  Greg.  Turon.  1.  iv.   c.  21.  «  Greg.   Turon.  1.  Or. . 

€.22.  ^  Gefta  Regum  Franco^um,    c.   xxix.     Abovii 

Archiep.  Vienneniis  Breviariuoi  Chronicorum  ab  origineMaBdt 
Ad  fua  ufque Tcmparai        *  GitEo.  Tflfron.  h  iv.  c.  22. 
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ftrafige,  the  empire  of  the  Franks^  though  thus  divided^ 
continued  for  feme  years  in  peace,  that  is  vv  ithin  itfelf ;  for  * 
the  news  of  Cktaire's  death,  and  the  difturbance  raifed  by 
Chilp^rtCf  po  fooner  reached  the  barbarous  nations,  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  Germanic  France,  than  they  began  to  form 
vaft  expcftations  of  bettering  .their  own  condition,  by  taking  / 
adrantage  of  this  divifion  and  diforder  '^. 

The  author  of   this  invafion   is   commonly  ftiled  the  Sigcbert 
Cagan^  or  more  properly,    the  Khan  of  the  Abates^  a  bar-  defeats  the 
barous  nation,  faid   to  be  the  remains  of  the  Huns^    who,  Huns,  and 
having  ferved  with  credit  in  the  imperial  arikiies,  had  lands  ^P^^ 
laffigned  them,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube^  by  the  empe-  '^^^^  **' 
ror  Juiinian  *.     Thefe   people  were  not  only  remarkably  chiiwic 
brave,  and  hardy  to  the  laft  degree,   but,  at  the  fame  time,  ^,^^,   ' 
Jfo  hideous  in  their  perfons,  that  their  very  appearance  ftruck  nfodedhh 
thofe  who  beheld  them  with  terror  :    in  ftature  they  ex-  dominions^ 
cecded  the  common   race  of  men,   their  limbs  half-naked,         ' 
and  of  an  unufual  fize,    their  hair  long  and  platted  with 
cords,  their  faces  fqualid,    and  their  voice  hoarfe  andt.dif- 
agreeable.     They  fell  iirft  into   the  country  oi  Thurin-' 
g^a  ;    the  inhabitants  of  which  being  always  aycrfe  to  the 
yoke  of   the  Franks y    received  them  favourably,  and  very  A.D.563^. 
readily  joined  them  «.     Sigebertj  a  gallant  young  prince, 
then  about  twenty-iix  years  of  age,  knowing  that  his  future 
peace  muft  depend  upon  the  conduft  alid  fuccefs  of  this  ex- 
pedition, laboured  all  he  could  to  raife  a  numerous  army^ 
and  to  ieffen .  the  apprehcnfions  they  were  under  from  the 
reports  fpread  of  their  terrible  enemies.     He  fucceeded  in 
this  J   and,   inftead  of  waiting  for  thefe  bold  invaders,  he 
inarched   to  attack  th«m  in  Thuringiaj    took  his  meafures 
with  the  coolnefs  and  fkill  of  a  great  captain,  and  expofed 
himfelf,  at  the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  like  a  private  man,: 
that  his  example  might  encourage  his  troops^,  and  prevent 
all  danger  of  a  panic  *>.     The  Huns  were  beat  by  fuperio- 
rity  of  difcipline,    in  fpite  of  their  ferocity  and  ftrength. 
Sigebert  profecuted  his  viftory  to  the  utmoft,  purfuing  thC' 
Huns  till  he  forced  them  to  pafs  the  Elbe  with  precipita- 
tion, yet  accepted  the  firft  propofition  made  by  their  king 
for  conduding  a  peace  ^     He  was  induced  to  this  by  thd^ 
news  that  his  brother  Chilperdc  had  invaded  his  dominions^ 
and  taken  Rheims^  and  fome  other  places  in  the  neighbour'^ 

t  Adonis    Breviar.    Chron.    Greg.    Turon.  L  iv.  c.   z^^ 
*  Pkrcus  Rhjbtor..  *  Venanth  Fortunati  Epil^ 

copi  Pidavienfis  EpiftGlae,  1.  vi.  c.  3.  ^  GrvSG.  Taron*- 

l«iv.*€.23«  j^  Adon.  Breviar.  Chmn. 
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hood  ;  andy  therefore,  as  (boa  as  his  treaty  with  the  Hunt 
was  concluded,  he  repafled  the  Rhine^  and  with  his  vido- 
rious  army  invefted  Soiffbns,  the  capital  of  Chilperic*s  domi- 
nions,  of  which  he  became  mafter,  and  of  the  perfon  oi 
his  eldeft  fon  Theodobert ;    he  defeated,  likewife,  ChUperit 
himfelf  in  battle,  and  not  only  recovered  all  the  places  he 
had  taken,  but  defpoiled  him,  likewife,  of  the  beft  part  c^ 
his  dominions.     The  two  eldeft  brothers  interpofed  upon 
this ;   and  Sigeberty  under  their  mediation,  not  only  coa«* 
eluded  a  peace,  but  abandoned  his  conquefts,  and  fet  neo- 
dobert  at  liberty,  whom  he  loaded  with  prefcnts,  but  exaft- 
ed  from  him  an  oath,  that  he  would  never  bear  arms  agaiiift 
him  more  ^ ;  and  thus  the  empire  of  the  Franks  was  agaia 
reftored  to  quiet. 
He  mar-        This  Sigebert  was  inconteftably  the  moft  prudent  as 
r/>i  Bru-    well  as  the  braveft  of  the  fons  of  Clotaire;  and,   therefore, 
nehaut,     perceiving  how  much  all  his  brethren  had  funk  themfelves 
Ah       in  the  opinion  of  their  fubjefts,  as  well  as  with  foreign  na- 
naMldc"    ^^^^^»  ^y  ^^^^^  intemperance,  and,  more  efpecially,  by  their 
W  fuc'   ^^^  ^^^  unequal  marriages,    he  determined  to  avoid   that 
reeds  <with  hlemifti,  and  to  give  a  good  example  to  thofe  from  whom 
bis  bre-     he  (hould  have  received  it.  Witli  this  view,  by  the  advice  of 
thren  to     his  council,  he  fent  Gogon,  mayor  of  the  palace  {Maire  du 
Caribert,  Palais)    which,  at   this  time,  implied  prime  minifter,    but 
iiw^^T/Ta- came  afterwards  to  fignify  both  that  and  generaliffimo,  to 
^*^-  procure  for  him  Brunechilde,  or  more  commonly  Brunehaut, 

daughter  to  Athanagildey  king  of  the  Vifigotks.  This  prin* 
cefs  was  eafily  obtained  ;  and  Gogon  brought  her  into  France 
with  a  magnificent  equipage  and  immenfe  treafure  *.  Her 
birth,  her  beauty,  and  her  behaviow,  which  was  Mrfeftly 
afFabfe  and  modeft,  and  her  fpeedy  converfion  fiofti  the 
Arian  hetefy  tp  the  Cathplic  faith,  rendered  her  the  delight 
of  her  fubjefts,  and  raifed  the  charafter  of  Sigebert  ex* 
trcamly.     Soon   after  died  Caribert^  king  of  Paris  ^  (F). 

His 

*»  Greg.  Turon.  1.  iv.  c.  '23.  Adon.  Breviar.  Chron. 
«  Vena  NTH  Aventic.  Epifcopi  Piaavieafis  Epift.  1.  vii.  c.  i. 
Fredegarii  Scholaftici  Epitome  &  Chronicon,  c.  58.  ^  A* 
DON  IS  Breviar.  Chron.  * 

(F)  Chariherty  or  Caribert^  ftotwithfianding  the  diffolute 
kingof  P«r/V,  was  the  ableft  life  he  led,  whick  did  not  hin- 
inonarch  of  his  time,  as  ap-  dcr  his  being  highly  complin 
pears  by  his  preferving  his  au-  mented  by  iome  prelates  (2), 
thority,  and  reigning  in  peace,  though,  for  the  honour  of  re- 
ligion^ 
(a)  FortunaU  lib*  \u  cap,  4* 
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His  dominions  were  divided  amongft  his  brethren,  but  Iq 
fo  ftrange  a  manner,  that  we  (houTd  run  thj  hazard  of  de- 
ceiving ourfclves  and  the  reader  if  we  fhould  attempt  to  cx-» 
plain  it;  only  this  hs  certain,  that  they  agreed  that  the  city 
of  Paris  fliould  be  given  to  none  of  them,  but  be  poflefled 
in  common,  and  they  required  three  of  the  greafeft  prelates 
in  their  dominions  to  curfe,  in  the  moft  lolemn  manner, 
whichever  of  thefe  kings  (hould,  at  any  time,  prcfume  to 
enter  it  without  the  confetit  of  the  other  two  S. 

f  Gi^Eo,  Taron.  1.  iv.  c.  40.  Gefla  Regam  Franc.  1.  xxxi. 
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ligion,  there  were  others  who 

vvould  not  proftitute  their  con- 

fciences,    but  took  an  honed 

liberty  of  remonftradng,  in  the 

ftrongeft  terms,  againU  bis  on- 

chriftian  and  unprincely  vic9s 

(3).     His  iirft  wife  was  Ingt- 

herget  who  furvived  him  niner 

teen  year6»  and  by  whom  he 

had  Edilherge^  or  Berta^  by  the 

Saxons  ftiled  Emma^wYiQ  efpouf* 

ed  Etbeiberty  king  of  Kenty  and 

was  very  inftrumental  in  con" 

verting  him  to  chriftianity  (4). 

Queen  Ingobtrge  had  two  fer- 

vants,  the  daughters  of  a  wool- 
comber,  with  whom  the  king 

fell  in  love,  and  married  firS 

the  younger  of  the  two,  whofe 

name  was  Mirejleur  \  and  tho* 

file  was  exquifitely  handfome, 

this  did  not  binder  his  taking  a 
third  wife »  Iheudecbtlde ,  the 
daughter  of  a  fhepherd,  who 
brought  him  a  ion,  which, 
Jiowever,  quickly  died  (5). 
Girmanus^  bilhop  of  Paris,  ex- 
pofttilated'with  him  very'fharp- 
ly  for  thefe  fcandalous  ai^ions, 
and  more  efpecially  for  his  xe* 
pudiatlng  his  lawful  queen. 
Charihertj  however,  fo  little 
regarded  the  good  prelate's  ad- 
monitions, that  he  took  the 
wooLcomber's  elder  daughter 
Marcouefe  o'ot  of    a    convent, 

ts)  Gregor,  Turon,  lib.  jv.    cap.  z6.  (4)  ChnnicoH  Saxcnfam,   #.  •5* 

(5)  Fredtgarii  Stbblaftici  Epitome  &  Cbrouicm,  (6)  Grtg,  Tttrw.  (ih.  ir. 

cap,  26.  (7)  Gefta  Rtgum  Francorum.     Fredtgarii  Scb^tfiici  Upitmf  ^ 

Cbr^tcm.  {%)  Greg,  Turon,  lib.  iv,  (tf^,  26. 

Moo,  Hj?Tt  Vot,  XXIII.  D  ChIMEWC, 


and  married  her  likewift.     On 
which  Giirwianm   excommant* 
cated  him ;  but  it  does  not  ap« 
pear  the  king  was  ever  reclaim- 
ed (6).     He  was  a  very  learn- 
ed  and  polite  prinbe,    fpoke 
Latin  elegantly,  kept  his  trea* 
ties  pan^ually,    caufed  jofiice 
to     be    ftridly.   adminiftered 
throughout  his  dominions,  and 
was  highly  refpeded  by    bis 
neighbours.     Befides  his  four 
wives,  he  muil  have  had  con- 
cubines, for  he  left  behind  him 
two  natural  daughters,  Berto^ 
Jlede  and  Croditlle^  who  became 
nuns  (7).     His  widow  fheudi» 
ehildty   who  by  his  bounty  had 
amaffed    immenfe    trealures , 
wrote  tQ  his  brother  Gontran^ 
that  all  file  had  was  at  his  fer- 
vice,  provided   that  with  her 
wealth    he    took  her  perfon* 
G0ff/r^»rencourazedher  to  come 
to  him ;  but,  inftead  of  marry* 
ing  her,   feized  a  part  of  her 
riches,  and  put  her  into  a  con- 
vent $   from  which  (he  endea- 
voured to  make  her  efcape,  iH 
order  to  fly   into  Sfain ;    but 
was  prevented  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  abbefs,  and  compelled 
to  fpend  the  remainder  of  her 
days  in  a  doifler,  much  agai^ft 
her  will  (8). 
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Chilperic,  king  of  SoiJJinSf  jealous  of  his  brother  in  all 
refpefts,  faw  with  regret  the  great  reputation  he  had  ac- 
quired, and  therefore  refolded  to  alter,  at  leaft  in  appear- 
ance, his  own  courfe  of  life,  and  to  efpoufe  the  elder  fifter 
of  Brunehautj  who  was  reputed  little  inferior  to  her  in 
beauty,  and,  ki  all  other  refpefts,  at  leaft,  her  equal.  As 
foon  as  he  had  t^ken  this  refolution,  he  fent  to  demand  that 
princefs  from  her  father,  but  the  negotiation  proved  harder  * 
than  he  expefted  ^  (G).  It  was  however  at  length  ac- 
;  •  complilhed; 

*»  GiiEc.  Turon.  lib.  i.  cap.  68. 


j[O^In  this  nme  we  are, to 
give  the  charaAcr  of  Frede- 
gokdi,  which  is  extremely  ne- 
ceftary  to  the  right  anderlhind- 
ing  tn  this  part  of  the  hiftory, 
As  fhe  made  a  far  greater  ^fi'.' 

Sure  it)  her  time  than  any  of 
ic  monarchs  of  the  Franks: 
She  was  the  daughter  of  a  pea- 
faot,  in  that  pkrt  6^  France  no^ 
ealled  PUdrdy,  and,  iti  all  prd- 
babilrtv;  her  edocatioti  c6rref. 
ponded  with   her  defccht ;   fo 
that  fhe  muft  have  flood  equaU 
ly  indebted   to  nature  for  her 
e'aipachy  as  well  as  beauty;  and, 
which  very  rarely  happens,  they 
were  illuftrious  in  the  fame  de- 
gree.    Chilperic  took  her  for 
his  concubine  when  they  were 
both  very  young  ;    and  though 
he  was  extremely  enamoured  of 
hef,  yet  he  married  Ando^era^ 
who   was   likexVife    a  finilhed 
blauty,  but  was  far  from  hav- 
ing the  parts  of  Fredeiondf,v^ho, 
in  compliance  with  the  king's 
will,  and  to  ferve  her  own  pur- 
pof«?s,  made  no  fcruple  of  wait- 
ing of  her,  or  of  taking  all  the 
methods  poffible  ro  gain  her  fa* 
vour  and  confidence,  which  that 
innocent  and  unfufpefting  prin- 
ce'fs  taiily  bcftOwed  (9).     Fre- 
degonde  believing  fhe  had  ob- 


tained fuch  an  afceAdlancy  over 
Chilperic  as  might  induce  him 
to  make  her  the  partner  of  his 
throne,  as  well  as  of  his  bed*  if 
it  was  empty,  contrived  to  put 
this  in  his  power.    In  order  to 
wh{ch»  when  one  of  the  queen^s 
daughterf  was  to  be  baptized, 
flie  pte^iiled  on  a  iady,  who 
wa)  to   be  the  godmother,  to 
make  the  ceremony  wait,  and 
then  taking  advantage  of  the 
queen's  impatience,  propofed, 
as  there  was  no  body  prefent 
worthy  of  the  honour»  that  (he 
fhouldherfelfhold  the  child,  as 
the  king  himfelf  was  fponfor, 
which  Ac   inadvertently  did. 
Fredegonde^  when  (he  neVt  faw 
Chilperic^  told  him,  that  he  had 
now  no  queen,  for,  according 
to  the  difcipline  of  that  age,  a 
kind  of  fpiritual,  or  rather  ec* 
clefiallical   kindred,  was  con* 
tra£ted  between  thofe  who  an- 
fwered  for  a  child  at  the  font, 
which  rendered  a  marriage  be« 
tween  them  unlawful.     Upon 
this  flight  and  filly  pretence  the 
queen  was  difmifled  the  court, 
and  fent  to  a  convent  (i),  to 
the  great  fatisfa£tion  of  ChUpe* 
ric   as  well  as  Fredegonde  ;  but 
they  a^ed  upon  dilerent  mo- 
tives :  the  king  was  ilruck  with 
the 


■ -f^j^  frtdtfiarrt  Scbolaftici  Epitime  (^  Cbronieon. 
iKf'yit  C^mhii  6\  Ctrmatii ct*^ g^flit Fruniprum^  tap,^i. 


(1}  Aimsini  Mcnacbi- 
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coinpl)(hjBd  j  and,  before  the  arrival  of  the  princefs  Galfwin* 
thay  he  difmifled  from  a)urt  his  mUlreft  Fredegonde^  and 
took  fome  other  fteps  of  the  fame  oature,  which  were  ex« 
tremely  ac^ceptable  to  his  fubjeAs,  to  whom,  in  many  re* 
fpe£ts,  he  was  become  highly  obnoxions.  The  queen^who 
brought  with  her  immenie  treafares  from  Spain^  and  who 
made  it  her  whole  ftady  to  pleafe  the  king,  made  herfelf, 
for  a  time,  entirely  acceptable;  but,  by  degrees,  Chilperic- 
fiaffered  Fredegonde  to  appear  at  court,  and  was  fufpeAed 
to  have  renewed  his  intercourfe  with  Her,  which  gave  the* 
ijueen  fiich  diftafte,  that  (he  intreated  Ghilperic's  leave  to  re-> 
turn  into  her^  own  country,  offering  to  leave  behind  her  all 
flie  had  brought  from  thence  *.  The  king  rejefted  this  pro- 
pofal^  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  render  him  odious  ;but». 

*  AboNis  Breviar.  Ckron. 
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th^  marriage  of  his  brother  Si^ 
geSgrt  to  a  princefs  9f  5^ <?/«, 
and  refolvcd  to  follow  his  ex- 

*  ample.  For  the  prefent^  there- 
fore, the  politics  of  Fredegonde 
were  not  only  unfucceCsful,  bat 
produced  an  event  direftly  op- 
po^te  to  her  wiihet;  but  ihe 
difTembled  her  chagrin,  and  be- 
gan  to  weave  her  devices  a- 
new.  She  was  a  woman,  who 
with  infinite  addrefs  and  in- 
trigue coold  appear  the'  mo(i 
fimple  and  fincere  in  her  beha- 
viour :  hy  an  alFeded  tender- 
Befs,  and  aconftant  complai- 
fance,  (he  retained  the  affec- 
tions of  Chilpericy  who  was  the 
moil  mutable  man  in  the  world. 
At  the  fame  ttme  ihe  held  him 
by  her  arts,  (he  governed  him 

•  by  her  capacity  :  his  ambition 
.  infpii^d    him    with    projeds , 

which  he  wanted^  abilities  to 
execute ;  Fredegonde  pointed  out 
the  means,  and  taught  him  how 
to  condud  them.  She  was  his 
miflrefs,  his  confident,  and  his 
minifter  ;  and  (he  was  content 
to  be  thefe,  that  (he  might  be 


his  queen  (2).      She  had  cer- 
tainly great  talents,  as  the  bit- 
tereft'of  her  enemies  allow,  but, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  apologies  that 
have   been  made  for  her,  fiio 
had    certainly    many   of   the 
blackeH  vices.  She  was  covet- 
ous, cruel,  envious,  vindifiive^ 
and  lewd,  bu|  (he  knew  how  . 
to  conceal  all  thefe  detedable 
qualities  under  the  veil  of  date 
policy,  and  even  of  religion. 
There  was  one  vice  (he  could 
not  hide  ;  and  this  taught  the 
court  and  the  world  to  pry  into 
ail  the  reft*    and  perhaps   to 
publiih  more  wicked  things  qf 
her  than  wer.e  true.    This  pre* 
dominant  vice    was  pride,   a 
thing  infeparable  from    mean 
birth,    when  elevated  not  by 
merit,  but  by  fortune.     It  may 
be  corre^ed  by  good  fenfe,  it 
will  be  extinguilhed    by   reli- 
gion ;  but  wl^re  thefe  are  no( 
united,  ic  will  fooner   or  later 
b  eak  out ;  and  haughtinefs  iii 
fuch'^erfons  is  ever  infupport-- 
able,     as  being  wjichout   any 
foundadpn. 


(2}  Gn^*  Turott.lih.  iv.  e^^,  ^%t 
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at  the  fame  time,  he  framed  and  executed  a  defign,  which 
covered  him  with  indelible  ignominy.     He  cajoled  the  poo^ 
qneen  in  fuch  a  mann'er  as  to  diffipate  her  fufpicions,  and 
when  they  feemed  to  live  in  the  utmoft  harmony,  (he  was 
found  dead  in  her  bed  \     He  appeared  inconfolable  upon 
this,  which  he  would  have  had  taken  for  a  fudden  death; 
whereas  it  was  known  that  the  queen*was  ftrangled,  and, 
upon  his  publickly  efpoufing /r^<fcgTo«tfe  foon  after,  it  was 
AD  567.  fufp^ftcd  he  did  the   murder  with  his  own  hands.     Brunei 
haut  not  only  ftirred  up  her  hu (band  Sigebert  to  revenge 
the  murder,  but  demanded  juftice  alfo  of  Gontran  king  of 
Orleans y  or,  as  he  wasnowftiled,  of  Burgundy  \    and  the 
confederate  kings,  in  a  very  fliort  fpace,  conquered  a  great 
pan  of  .^Ai^j^mc's  dominions,  when,  ofaftidden,  they  made 
peace,  Chilperic  confenting  that  Brunehaut  fhould  enjoy  the 
places  which,  upon  the  marriage,  he  had  beAowed  upon 
the  deceafcd  queen  her  fifler ;  and  thefe  were  Bourdeaux^ 
Limoges^  Cahors,  Bigorre,  and   the  town  of   Beam,    now 
called  Lefcar  '. 
tti  Hans      This  war  was  fcarcc  finiftied   before  the  Huns  made  a 
invade  the  new  irruption  into  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Auftrafiay 
domimons  wJjq  immediately  marched  with  an  army  to  oppofe  them ; 
^f  ^^       but  he  was  not  fo  fuccefsful   as  at  the  beginning  of  his 
h       PdE  *'^^8^'     '^^^  ancient  hiftorians  (ay,  that  by  magical  arts  the 
^/nd^thi     ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  terrifiei,  that  they  abandoned  their  monarch; 
Lom-       ^^^  ^^  ^^  appear,  in  the  fequel,  that  Sigebert  ought  rather 
bards  on   ^^  ^  efteemeda  magician  than  they,  who,  feeing  that  his 
the  other,  troops  would  not  aft,  called  to  his  afliftance  thofe  engines 
of  withcraft  that  affeft  alike  the  barbarous  and  the  polite ; 
that  is,  he  diftributed  prefents  fo  plentifully,  and,  in  a  con- 
jFerence  he  had  with  a  king  of  the  Mares y  touched  his  humour 
fp  happily,  and  made  him  fo  thoroughly  fenfible  of  his  libe- 
rality, that  they  fwore  a  perpetual  friendfhip  •".    In  their  re-  ' 
treat,    the  Huns  found  themfelves  emban*afled  in  a  woody 
country,   without  provifions,   where  they  might  have  beeti 
eafily  and^  totally  cutoff.     Thither  Sigebert   direfted  his 
march  with  vaft  herds  of  live  cattle,  and  all  kinds  of  iiecef- 
faries ;  and  took  care  that  they  ihould  be  plentifully  Tup* 
plied  till  they  arrived  in  their  own  territories :    an  aftion, 
of  which  the  Hmis  had  fo  ftrong  a  fenfe,  that  they  never 
difturbed  his  dominions  after  ".     While  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed, the  Lombardsy  who  had  lately  got  poflelTion  of  Itaiy^ 

^  Gefta  Hegum  Francoirum,  c.  xxxi.  Adon.  Breviar.  Chron. 
*  Greg.  Turon.  lib.  iv.  cap.  «8.-  "  Adonis  Breviar.  Chron. 
Git£G.  Tut,  lib.  iv,  c.  29.        ■  Adon.  Breviar.  Chrpfl. 
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made  an  ilruption  iato  Burgundy ^  where  they  did  a  great 

'deal  of  mifchief,   till  they  were  defeated  T)y  Mtmmol^  who 

commanded  king  Contran's  forces.      The   Lonibards  had 

carried  into  Italy  a  body  of  twenty  thoufa^d  Saxons^  with 

their  wives  and  children,    who  they  promifeU'fhould  (hare 

thdr  fortune ;  but,  when  this  exceeded  their  own  expefta-  f 

tion,  they  became  fo  enamoured  of  their .  new  conqueft  as 

abfolutely  to  refufe  any  fettLemeot  to  the  Saxens^  who  threw 

themfelves  into  the  country  of  Burgundy,  where  they  were 

ddieated  by  the  fame  general  with  great  lofs  **.     The  next 

year,  they  entered  the  fame  country  a  little  before  harveft, 

and  traverfed  it  in  as  Aort  a  time  as  they  were  able,  in  hopes^ 

of  gaining  their  own,  and  proceeding  from  thence  into  their 

old  country,  profefling  themfelves  fubjefts  to  the  king  of 

Auftrafia\   but  this  MwmTw/ prevented,    and  obliged  them 

to  make  fatisfaftion,  in  money  and  rich  furniture,  for  the  A. D.5 69. 

depredations  they  had  committed.     He  then  permitted  them 

to  return  home,  wheVe  they  found  the  Suevi  in  pofleflion, 

by  whom  they  were  in  a  ^reat  .meafure  cut  off  and  de* 

ftroyed  p. 

After  the  return  of  Sigebert  to  Metz,  having  fome  pre-Gontraa, 
tcnfions.  on  the  city  of  JrUs,  he  caufed  it  to  be  taken,  in  Sigebert 
fome  mcafure*  by  furprize,  from  his  brother  GonWan,  who  ^d  Chil- 
quickly  recovered  it,  and  who  foon  after  made  a  peace,  andP^^^^'^ 
an  alliance  againfthis  brother  (^^//j^rrzV,    who,  during  this,    .^,        . 
war,  had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  fevcral  places  in  Sigeberf%  '^^  J^^ 
lerjitories  ^ :  for  thefe  he  had  paid   very  dear,    if,-  about  jnaieptaa 
fome  quarrel  as  to  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftions,  Gontran  hjid  cwith  each 
not  broke  again  with  Sigebert^  whofe  forces  being  entirely  other* 
defeated  by  Chvis,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Chilperic^  he  found     5*70. 
himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  bringing  ^  numerous  army  of 
his  German  fubjefts  ipto  the  field,    and,  putting  himfelf  at- 
their  head,  marched  to  repair  this  lofs.     Gontran,  terrified 
at  their  appearance,  joined  his  forces  to  thofe  oiChilperic, 
in  order  to  cover  the  Seine,  which  they  did  very  efleftually  \ 
Sigebert  opened  to  himfelf  a  pafTage,  by  acquainting  Gontran, .    574* 
that,  if  he  perfifted  in  this  meafure,  he  would  make  an  ir- 
ruption into  Burgundy  \    upon  which   Gontran  abandoning 
Ghilperic,  he  was  in  a  ftiort  time  reduced  fo  lo-wi,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  fend  to  his  brother  for  peace  ;•  to  which  Si- 
gebert^  as  he  had  formerly  done,.  r<eadily  coofented.     But 
his  army,  who  were  for  the  moiX/p^n  Pagans,  who  had 

•  Gliec.  Turon.  llb^Tv.  cap.  2S.  PaVL.  Diacon.  lib,  ii,  iii. 
f  G&ic.  Tur.lib;  iv.  qap.  36.  ^  Aooiijs  Breviar.  Lhrt;n. 
*  Guic.  Tiir.  lib.  iv»  cap,  42.  . 
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already  ac(|uired  both  booty  and  (laves^  and  who  had  pre- 
^ifed  themfelves  the  plunder  of  the  bcft  part  of  Fr^iwr^,  mu-* 
tinied  as  foon  a$  they  knew  the  peace  was  figned '.  Sigehrt^ 
who  had  a  ftrong  corps  of  Franks ,  put  them  inamediatelf 
/    under  arms,  rode  in  perfon  to  the  mutineers,  ieized  fomeof 
the  chiefs,  and  caufed  them  to  be  Honed ;  on  which  the  reft 
fubmitted  ;  and,  receiving  good  words  and  prefents,  return- 
ed again  into  their  own  country,  to  the  great  fatisfa^on  of 
the  Franks,  who  were  fubjefts  of  the  fame  prince  ^ 
Sigebcrt//      The  peace  had  not  fubfifted  a  year,    when  Chilperic, 
fjjaffinat-  burning  with  impatience  to  renew  the  war,  procured  an  in^ 
id  before    terview  with  his  brother  Gontran,  in  which  he  laboured  to 
Tournay,  perfuade  him,  that,  as  his  own  fituacion  was  extremely  pre- 
'^  carious,  and  depended  rather  on  the  moderation  of  Sigeherty 

^thT<^L/e  ^^^^  ^^y  ?^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  maintain  himfelf ;  fo  the  moment 
face  ofef'  hinifelf  or  his  pofterity  (hould  be  fubdued,  the  dominions 
fain.        ^  (^ontran  would  be  held  by  no  better  tenure.  This  alarm- 
ed him  exceedingly,  infomuch   that  he  p^omifed  Chilperk 
A.D.575.  to  fiipport  him  with  all  his  forces.     The  king  of  Soiffons, 
*       on  thi^  promife,    made  an  irruption  into  ^Chamf>agney    and 
laid  all  the  country  wafte  with  fire  and  fword ;    Sigekert 
was  fo  much  provoked  at  this,  that  he  recalled   the  forces 
he  had  difmifled,  and  difpatched,  at  the  fame  time,  two  of 
his  generals,  with  a  body  of  his  beft  troops,  to  meet  prince 
•  TheodQbirty  fon  loChilperic,   who,  with  a  numerous  army, 
was  marching  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  ^.  ,  In  the 
courfe  of  his  march,  however,  the  beft  part  of  his  forces 
defeited  him,  and,  in  this  diftrefe,  he  was  attacked  by  Si- 
^  ^^^/r^*s  generals,   who  cut  him,,  and  a  few  lords  who  re» 
mained  firm  to  him,  in  pieces.     This  news  threw  Chilperic 
into  great  confternation,    more  efpedally  when  he  faw  his 
fubjeAs  took  no  fhare  in  his  di jb-efs,    but  feemed  rather 
pleafed  with  what  had  happened,    and  no  longer  paid  a 
.  ready  obedience  to  his  order.     But  what  increafed  his  per- 
plexity, to  a  degree  that  was  infupportable,  was  Contran*s 
ailing  as  he.did  before,  and  making,  as  foon  as  the  ill  news 
came,  a  feparate  peace  ''.     To  prevent  worfe  coniequences; 
he  retired  with  his  forces  to  Tmirnayy  and,  having  fbrtifed 
the  place  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able,    determined  to 
make  his  laft  efforts  for  its  defence.     Sigehert,  with  a  po- 
tent and  vifterious  army,   entered  Paris  in  triumph,  and, 
after  compelling  the  fubjefls  of  the  kingdom  of  Soiffhns  to 

*  AntJN.  Brcviar.  CbroQ.  ^  GV^o.  Tur.  1.  iv.  c.  44. 

Adon.  Breviar.  Chron.  *>  Grbo.  Torpn.  lib.iv.  cap.  51. 

"*  SiRMOND.  Concil.  Gal.  tom.i.  .    . 
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fwear  allegiance  to  him,  he  contlaued  his  march  tp  T^urnay^ 
which  he  invef^edy  notwithftanding  the  warmcft  applications 
'were  made  to  him  and  Erunehauty  by  prelates  of  the  firfl 
rank,  in  order  to  pacify  their  refentments,  and  difppfe  them 
to  oflfer  Chilpsri^  fome  terms  of  peace  *,  In  this  ftate  of 
things,  Fredegondfi  prevailed  on  two  deiperate  villains  to  un- 
dertake the  murder  of  Sigsbert,  which  they  cffeftcd  with 
great  ^afe;  for,  going  into  bis  camp,  and.  pretending  that 
they  bad  matters  of  great  importance  to  pommvnlc^ate  tp 
him,  the  kipg  gave  them  audience,    and,   while  he  liilenqd  » 

to  a  feigned  tale  they  told  him,  they  billed  both  their  dag- 
gers in  his  bowels  ^.  Two  lords,  who  were  at  fome  di- 
Aance,  advancing  to  feize  the  ai&ifiQs,  one  was  killed,  and 
the  other  grievpufly  wounded ;  but  the  guards,  taking  the 
ilarm,  came , to  their  relief,  apd,  feeing  what  had  happened^ 
cut  thofe  execrable  wretches  to  pieces  on  the  fpot  *.  Thus 
fell  the  moO  ^ccompliihed  prince  of  the  Franks^  wh^n  about 
forty  years  of  age,  and  in  the  fourteenth  of  his  reign  *. 
His  army*  thereupon,  immediately  raifed  the  fiege,  and  r$- 
tiredf  as*  faft  as  poilible,  into  Aufirafia.  .       # 

Chilferic,  or  rather  Fredegondey  as  foon  as  this  dread**  Meroveas 
ful  blow  was  ftruck,  fent  to  Paris^    in  order  to  feize  t\y^  the  tUtft 
widow,  the -children,  gnd  the  treafures  of  Sigibert,     Cpnrfi^,9f  . 
debauie^  one  of  the  ableft  generals  of  the  deceafed  king,  Chilpcnc 
made  his  efcape  out  of  that  city,  and  carried  with  him  pi  !•  *^^^J"^ 
vately  Childebert^  the  only  fon  of  his  mafter,  then  about  five  ^^^^^ 
years  of  age,  whom  he  conveyed  fafely  to  MetZy  where  the  ^^Hch  cc- 
nobility  proclaimed  him  king  of  Auftr^Jia,  Brunehaut^  with  cafiom 
her.  two  daughters  Ingurda  and  Cloda/vjinJa,  were  confined,  ^r^a/  cv»- 
-and  an  immenfe  mafs  <rf  treafure  feizcd  **.     On  the  arrivai/«/?o». 
of  Chilperic  at  Paris y  he  ordered  Brumhaut  to  rempve  to  A.D.J76. 
R(men,  where  fixe  had  the  city  for  her  prifon,  but  he  took 
from  her  both  her  daughters.    Some  time  after,  he  (ent  his 
fon  prince  Mereveus^  with  a  confiderable  body  pf  fprijcs,  to 
Toua,    His  conduft  was  fuch  as  furprized  th^  Fr^n^s,  aud 
.  alarmed  his  father  ;  for,  inftead  of  executing  his  prders,  be 
went  to  Rouen  ;  and  the  blihop  of  that  city,  whofe  name  w^ 
Prete^tatus,  wa$  prevailed  upon  to  folemnize  a  marriage 
between  him  and  Brunehaut,  who  was  fUlI  a  young  woman, 
pud  moft  amazingly  handfome''.  Chilperic^  uppu  receiving  this 

*  Greg.  Tur.  1.  iv.  c.  52,  ^  Gefta  Rej.  Fraac.  c.  xxxi, 
^  Qrbg.  Tut,  1.  iv.  c,y,  *  VeNAWTii  Fortunati  Ep. 
pidavienfis  Epift.  L  vii.  ^  Frede<2aru  Scholaft.  Epitome 
fc  Cbronicon,  c.  ^j.  «  Venantu  FQKTUNAti  Epifcopi 
fidiavienfis  Epift.  lib.  vi.  earn.  6. 
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tt^  by  the  advice  of  his  queen,   inarched  thither  iaime- 
diately>    and  the  prince  and  his  confort,  not  being  able  ta 
hflembta  any  force  to  oppofe  him,    took  fanduary ;    but, 
iipon  a  folemn  promlfe  of  fafcty,  they  quitted  it,  to  throw 
themfelves  kt  the  king*s  feet.      Chiiperic  entertained  them 
kindly^  caufed  them,  for  fcvcral  days, '  to  eat  with  him  at 
his  own  tabit,    then  carried  his  fon  w|th  him  to  Sotffims^ 
and  fent  Brunehaut  and  her  two  daughters  back  to  Metz^ 
under  pretence  of  complying  with  the  demand  which  ChH*- 
deberty    by  the  advice  of  his  council,   had  made,    that  his 
mother  and  fifters  fhould  be  fct  at  liberty,  though  in  truth 
he  ^Vas  afraid  to  fuffer  her  to  remain  in  his  dominions  **. 
fitSfr/er'      BfttJNEHAUT  WAS  lio  fooncr  rfttumed  into  the  kingdom 
iunate       j^f  Jtdfirajta,  than  (he  began   to  meditate  revenge  againft 
frinceUe-  chilpcric^  ih  appearance,  whom  fhe  fliled,  murderer  of  his 
rovcufi  b€'  brother,  and  her  hufband ;    but,  in  reality,  againft  Fredg^ 
traye  ,tu-  ^^^^^^  for  thcfe  t^o  ambitious  princefles  were  irreconcileabic 
mutdered.  ^'^^^^  ^o  ^^^h  Other,  and  the  whole  nation  of  the  Franks 
^^D -77/were,  for  many  years,  the  viftlms  of  their  paflions.     It  is 
not  eafy  to  cpncelve  how  the  lords  of  Aufttajia,  who  were 
cxtremdy  jealous  of  Brvnehattf^  Came  to  adopt  this  mea- 
fure;  but  it  is  certain  ihey  did;  and  that  Godin^  one  of  theif 
generals,  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army,    marchied  di- 
.  reftly  to  SoiJfcnSy  in  hopes  of  furprifing  Fredegpnde*^  but  (he 
having  timely  notice,  made  her  efcape.     Godiriy   however, 
caufed  the  city  to  be  invefted,    knowing  that  prince  Mero- 
Veus  Was  flill  there,  and  would  not  be  difpleafed  if  it  fell 
Into  his  hands  *.     Chiiperic  marched  with  what  troops  he 
could  aflemble  to  fave  his  capital,  and,  after  engaging  and 
beati^ig  the  troops  of  Anjlraftay  compelled  them  to  raife  th^ 
.   fiege.     In  order  to  profecute  this  viftory,  he  fent  Didier, 
one  of  his  geneials,  with  a  gteat  army,  to  invade  the  ene- 
my's country  :    upon  Which,  Contran,    taking  his  nephew 
under  his  proteftioh,  fent  his  general  Mufniml  to  oppofe 
Didier,  whom  he  routed,  and  killed  him  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  men  ^     Chiiperic,  who  attributed  all  his  misfortunes 
to  Meroveus,  caiifed  that  unhappy  prince  to  be  feized,'and 
ftiaved,  whoy.  notwithftanding,  made  his  efcape,  and  took 
flielter  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin  at  Tours ;  from  whence. 
With  infinite  difficulty,    he  found  means  to  withdraw  inf6 
the  kingdom    of  Aujlrafm^    where  Brunehaut  would  have 

i>rotefted hihij   if  it  had  been. in  her  power;    but  the  jca- 
oufy  of  |he  tiobles  was  fo  ftrong,  that  -he  was  obliged  to 
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withdraw,  and  to  hide  hunfclf  where  he  could  «•  Chi^ri^ 
then  turned  his  vengeance  againft  Pretextatus, ,  bifliop  of  . 
Rouen^  whom  he  accufed,  in  perfon^  before  an  aflembly  of 
bifliops^.of  treafon,  and  other  enormous  crimes  ;  but  th« 
pretete  defended  himfelf  fo  well,  that  his  brethren  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon,  by  intreaties,  promife;,  or  threaten*' 
ings,  to  condemn  him;  notwithftanding  which,  Chilperk 
fent  him  into  baniflimenc  **.  Mercvius  was  not  long  after 
betrayed^  ^nd  made  prifoner ;  but,  as  they  were  conveying 
him  to  a  fortrefs,  where  he  was  to  reinatn  in  confinement^ 
u  perfon,  who  was  near  him,  ran  him  through  the  body ; 
of  which  he  died  upon  the  fpot.  It  was  given  out,  that  he 
was  flaln  by  a  fervant  of  his  at  his  own  earneft  requeft ;  but 
this  was  generally  loolced  upon  as  an  artifice  to  cover  Fre^. 
degotide  from  the  reproach  of  having  caufed  her  fon-in-law 
to  be  aflaflinated. 

As  two  of  the  fbns  of  queen  Audauera  were  now  remov-  ?&/f* 
cd  out  of  her  way,  Fredeg<mde  looked  upon  the  dellruAioo  ««"  Sif 
of  CUvis  as  the  fingle  ftep  wanting  to  transfer  the  fucceiSon  ^^^«gO«T» 
to  her  own  fons  ;  of  whom  (he  had  three  ^.    But  while  flie;Jj*^  Vt 
meditated  the  means  of  effefting  this,  a  very  ftrange  ^^^^fi^ 
happened,  which  bad  almoft  brought  about  her  own.   One^^^  J^ 
L^dafie,    who  had  been  removed  from  the   government  ^^^ 
of   Ttmr^  for   oppreffion,  framed,  in  conjunftion  with  Ri-  hrit^  ^ 
culphgy  an  ecclefiaftic  .of  that  diocefe,    an  accufation  againft  homaim^ 
St.  Gregory y   then  bi(hop,  and  the  great  hiftorian  of  this^^r^c^ 
period,^  as  if  he  (hould  have  thrown  out  a  charge  againft  A.D.579« 
the  queen  of  committing  adultery  with  the  biftiop  ofBoun^     ^ 
deavx  r    they  likewife    added,    that  he  had  entered  into 
intrigues  for  betraying  the  city  to .  the  king  of  Aujlrajia. 
The  king  fufpefted  the  firft  part  of  this  information,  and 
paid  no  credit  to  the  latter  *.    He  left  it,  notwithftanding, 
,  to  be  examined  by  an  aflembly  of  bifhops,  who,  upon  Gre- 
gory's  fwearing,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  never 
faid   any  fuch  thing,    declared  him    innocent.      Leudqfie 
made  hb  efcape  in  time ;  but  Ricidphe^  being  in  prifon,  was 
put  to  the  torture,  who  confeffed,  that  the  true  dcfign  was 
not  againft  the  bifhop,  but  againft  the  queen ;  on  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  Chilperic  would  have  believed  the  charge,  and 
have  either  put  her  to  death,  orbaniflied  her;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  Leudafte  intended  to  have  aflaffinated  him,   with  the 
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three  yduog  priiicesy  aad  to  hate  fet  Cbvis  upon  the  throne; 
but  it  wsis  not  (o  mach  as  pretended,  that  he  was  at  aU  piirj 
*to  this  coafpiracy  ».  Cm^ie  had,  aboat  this  time,  a  dif- 
pnte  with  Vanc^  count  of  Bretagne^  who  refiifed  tp  do  hiai 
nomag^  :  he  fent  a  body  of  troops  againll  him,  which  were 
ddFeated,  and  confented  afterwards  to  a  treaty,  jx^hich  did 
him  no  great  honour.  This  want  of  fpirit,  which  was  not 
'Vttj  confifteat  with  Ws  charaAer,  might,  very  probably,  be 
owing  to  the  untoward  fltuation  of  bis  affairs^  which  was 
fu<2fh  as  might  have  perplexed  a  wifer  prince.  His  brother 
and  his  nephew  lived  in  ftriA  union,  and  both  had  no  great 
ifeafon  to  be  well  pleafed  with  him ;  his  fubjefts  had  been  fe 
harraflfed  with  taxes,  through  his  own  avarice,  an4  that  of 
Fredegonie,  that  th^  were  miferably  poor,  and  univerfally 
difcontented.  His  Ion  Clovis  abhorred  Fredegonde^  and  made 
no  (ecret  of  his  averfion.  To  increafe  his  embar^ments, 
the  fcafons  were,  for  a  long  time,  fo  unfavourable,  that  fa- 
mine and  peftilence  threatened  at  the  fame  time  ".  The  king 
and  qneea  Wer^botb  attacked  with  the  epidemic  difeafe  that 
then  raged,  and  both  efcaped;  but  their  three  fons  £Z9«b- 
berty  Samforiy  and  Dagobert,  were  attacked  by  this  dangerous 
di^fe,  which  ftaggered  even  the  fortitude  of  Fredegonde^ 
"whom  all  hiftorians  allow  to  have  been,  in  her  temper,  one 
of  the  (irmeft  women  that  ever  lived.  She  had  not  only  re- 
courfe  to  proceffions,  public  prayers,  and  all  the  exterior 
modes  of  rdigion  then  in  fafiiion,  but  alfo  prevailed  upon 
•^   •►  the  king  to  remit  various  taxes,  and  to  throw  the  rolls  of 

fdme  heavy  impofitions  into  the  lire :    notwitbflanding  all 
which,  thefe  children  di^d,  upon  which  the  queen  refumed 
her  former  fortitude  •. 
Clovis  th     '^^^  %^^  ^^  Clovis  J  who  was  now  become  his  father's  fde 
lafi  eP     heir,  was  more  uneafy  to  her  than  ever :  the  great  court  paid 
Chilpe-    him  by  perfbns  of  all  ranks  excited  her  envy ;  and  the  threats, 
nc's/ons    which,  like  a  young  man,  he  fometimes  threw  out,  alarm- 
iy  queen    ed  her  fo  much,  that  (he  praftifcd  various  methods  to  re- 
Audoucra  fo^y^^  him,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fend  him  into  the  moft 
!/  *"T'    J  Infefted  provinces,    in  hopes  the  prevailing  malady  might 
a0eA  ^^^ifp^^c^  ^^^'     A^  length,    her  defign  became  fo  apparent, 
wards  bii  ^^^^  ^o^^  of  thofe  obfequious  wretches,  who  are  the  dlf- 
mother,      grace  of  courts,  to  make  themfelves  agreeable  to  her  who 
A.D.511.  ruled  all  things,  charged  the  prince  with  procuring  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  her  children.     To  give  feme  coloitr  to   this 
ftrange  tale,  they  affirmed,  that  he  was  in  love  with  a  young 
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p^on,  whb(c  mother  was  a  witch,  and  that  the  three  ypnng 
princes  were  deftrpycd  by  her  incantjitions :  upon  which  in- 
credible, as  well  as  improbable  ftgry,  the  prince  was  con- 
fined, the  youns  woman  treated  in  the  moft  (hameful  man- 
ner, and  the  0I4  one,  after  being  racked  into  a  confef&on, 
condemned  '.  Prince  ClpvU^  being  entirely  delivered  up 
to  her  refentqient,  (he  fent  hiip  to  the  c^ftle  of  Noifi^,  on 
ihe  other  fide  the  Marne,  where  he  was  found,  a  few  days 
after,  extended  in  his  apartment,  with  a  wound  in  his 
breaft,  and  a  bloody  dagger  lying  by  him,  to  countenance 
a  report,  which  was  fprcad,  as  ifhe  had  fallen  by  his  own 
hand.  But  reflcftinc  afterwards,  that  Chiiperic  mi^tpotCiblj 
learn  the  truth,  ana,  fufpefting  his  pwnfafety,  recall  his  queen 
yfudouera,  who, .  though  b^niflied  his  court,  was  not  entirely 
baniflied  his  heart,  fh?,  to  comjpleat  her  deCffn,  and  to  fix 
that  abfolute  dominion  (he  had  lo  long  enjoyed,  caufed  hei- 
likewiie  to  be  removed  out  of  the  world  **.  Tnus  Chilperk  was 
left  alone  in  the  hands  of  ^n  ambitious  and  cruel  woman, 
who,  by  degrees,  had  dilbatched  his  whole  family. 

The  young  king  of  Aufirafia  fe^med  to  be  boin  to  un-  CoHtinual 
ufual  igocrf  fortune  ;    though  raifed  to  the  throne  while  ^dtj^tesa^ 
child,  though   his* mother  was  excluded  from  the  govern-  ^»gft  the 
inent,  and  though,  from  the  difputes  inddeat  to  minority,  ^^'"'^ 
his  councils  were  in  a  great  meafure  diftrafted ;  yet,  in-  ^'"-^'»  ^ 
ftead  of  being  in  any  diftrefs  or  danger,  he  lived  in  fplcndor-'^^ 
and  fecarity  '.     His  uncle  Gontran,  king  pf  Burgundy^  be-  ^*  ^f'  * 
ing  without  children,  confidered  him  as  his  heir,  fent  ^o^  them^ and 
him  to  his  court,  Ihewed  him  as  his  fucceflbr  to  his  people,  ruinlus  to 
and  carefled  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Chilperic^  and  even  their  mtt^ 
Fredegonde^  were  afraid  to  ffive  hin^  any  diftnrbance,  know-^j^/Vf. 
ing  that  the  Atfirafians  and  the  Burgundi^ms  united  would  . 
be  an  over-match /04"  all  the  forces  they  could  rajfe;  befides; 
Chilperic  was  a^in  embarr.aflfcd  with  the  count  of  Bretagne  •. 
By  degrees  the  icene  changed ;  the  biftiop  pf  Rheims  gained 
the  afcendancy  in  the  council  at  Metz,  and  he  had  uich  4 
fpleen  at  Lupus ^   duke  of  Champagne^  as  divided  the  whole" 
kingdom  into  two  faiflions,  queen  Brunehaut  fidingwith  the 
duke,  who  likewife  ftood  well  With  the  king  of  Burgundy.    ^ 
This  led  the  biftiofj  of  Rheims  to  fuggeft  to  the  regency  of 
Aufirafia^    tb^t  Chilperic  was  the  king's  uncle  as  well  as 
Contran ;  that  he  had  likewife  no  children ;  and  that,  not- 
withilanding  the  profef&ons  of  the  former,  he  ftill  kept  the 
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moiety  oi  MarfciUes^  which  he  had  feized  upon  the  death  of 
Sigebert.     He  advifed,    therefore,    that  Ghildebert  ibould 
.  inake  a  league  with  his  uncle  Chilpericy  for  the  recoTery'of 
Marfeilks  %  and,  at  the  fame  time,  recover  Poitiers^  which 
that  monarch  had  feized,  becaufe  it  was  convenient  to  him. 
Chilperic  entered  readily  into  the  league,    but  ^void^d  the 
reftitution,  by  faying,  thax  Ghildebert  would  quickly  inherit 
that    and^  the  reft  of  his  dominions  ^      This  war  might 
have  been  fatal  to  Gontran,  if  Ghildebert  could  have  a6led 
wlt^  the  fame  vigour  as  his  uncle  Ghilperic  did ;  but  this  the 
fafUons  in   his  dominions  prevented.      However,  Ghilperic 
profecuted  the.  war  with  fuch  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  that  Gon* 
tran  was  glad  to  make  peace  upon  hard  terms ;  and  the  king 
of  Soijfons  took  care  that  one  article  of  the  peace  ihould  be 
the  reftitution  of  the  moiety  of  Marfeilles  to  his  nephew  ", 
This  policy  gained  him  a  great  intereft  amongft  the  Aufira- 
Jians^  with  whom  ie  held  a  conftant  correfpondence. 
the  death      Chilperic,  of  all  the  kings  of  the  FrankSy  was  the  moft 
^Chil.    conildered  in  foreign  nations,  and  had  the  grcateft  refpeft 
pcnc,li«j' pjj^  gim .  ,vhich  induced  him  to  pique  himfelf  upon  his 
Y^     V     magnificence,  and  in  which,  it  is  alfo  probible, *he  grati- 
iU^hroke  ^^^  Freiegonde,  whofe  addrefs  was  fo  great,  that  fhe  kept  a 
0ffime     ^^^  <:orrelpondence  with  Ghildebert,   or  at  leaft  with  thofc 
uOdJBns^    who  had  the  direftion  of  his  affairs ;  infomuch  that  he  ne- 
gotiated a  new  league  with  Ghilperic  againft  Gontran,  who 
had  feized  again  the  moiety  of  Mar/eilles,  which  he  had  fo 
ktely  reftored.     But  this  war  was  not  over  fortunate.    Ghil- 
debert did  not  perform  what  might  be  expefted  from  a  good 
.    ally*     Gontran  gained  fomc  advantage  over  the  troops  of  the 
king  of  SoiJonSi  in  the  battle  ol'Melun  ;  upon  which  a  peace 
was  concluded,  and  Ghildebert  was  again  put  into  pofleiTibn 
A.D.5S3.  ^  ^*5  flxare  of  Marfeilles  \     By  this  time  the  queen-dow- 
ager Brunehaut  bad  regained  ttv:  afcendancy  in  Ghildebert's 
cabinet,  whom  (he  engaged  in  a  clofe  alliance  with  his  uncle, 
the  king  of  Burgundy y  with  an  intent  to  defpoil  Ghilperic  of 
the  belt  part  of  his  dominions.     The  king  of  Soijhns  judged 
it  beft  to   aft  upon  the  defenfive;  and  therefore  he. retired 
to  Gambrdy  with  his  treafures,  and.  ordered  all  his  generals 
to  pujt  their  forces  into  the  moll  defenfible  places,   upon  a 
fuppofition  that  this  formidable  jilliance  would  not  fubfift 
long  '.    In  this  turn  of  his  affairs,  he  had  the  confolatioa 
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of  feeing  a  foa  born,  and  of  marrying  his  daughter^  tfie 
princefs  Rigunthe^  to  Recaredy  fob*  to  the  king  of  the  Pj^- 
got^s  y.    But  while  he  was  occupied  with  thefc  and  other 
cares,  a  fudden  and  &d  end  was  put  to  his  days,  at  a  jonc<* 
tore  when  his  affairs  Were  in  the  moft  critical  fituation^  • 
For,  being  at  the  caftle  of  Chelbes^  a  country-houfe  about 
four  leagues  from*  Paris,    and  taking  there    the  diverfion 
o(   hunting,    he  returned    one  evening,    fomewhat   late, 
and  as  he  was  difmounting  from  his  horfe,  and  leaning  his 
hand  upon  the  (houlder  of  one  of  his  domcflics,  he  rcceiv-  *  |v   « 
«d  two  ftabs  with  a  long  knife,  one  under  the  armpit,  and  ^•*^-5'4' 
the  other  in  the  belly  :  of  which  wounds  he  died  upon  thc^ 
fpot,  and  the  aflaflins  made  their  efcape ;  neither  is  it  dear' 
by  what  intrigues  he  was  brought  to  this  ftrange  end  t  (H). 
.  .  Fredegonoe 
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(H)  In  refpe£l  to  the  death 
of  Chilperic^  the  fault  of  mo- 
dern hiflorians  is  to  fpeak  of 
the  author  of  it  with  any  kind 
of  certainty,  iince  it  is  out  of 
all  doubt  that,  at  the  time  it 
happeiied,  either  it  was  not 
known, .  or  thofe  who  knew  it 
Surd  not  publiih  it.  The  pre- 
late of  Tours  giv^s  us  not  the 
leaft  hint  of  his  own  opini- 
on (3).  The  author,  neareH 
in  point  of  time  to  him,  is  very 
explicit ;  he  fays,  that  he  was 
aflaffinated  by  the  command  of 
Brunehaut,  and  afiirms,  that 
the  name  of  him  who  did  it 
was  Faucon  (4).  Yet  this  is  not 
likely  to  be  true,  fmce,  if  it  had 
been  fo,  Fredegonde  muft  have 
known  it,  and,  as  the  reader 
will  fee  in  the  hiflory,  ihe 
charged  another  perfon  with  it, 
which  coft  him  his  life*  The 
truth  is,  this  h;^ppehed  before 
Brunehflut  began  to  pradiife 
t^ofb  wicked  anions,  with 
which  moil  hillorians  charge 
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her.  Another  hiflorjan  is  as 
confident,  xYi^^i  Fr^gJkde  hcr- 
felf  was  the  author  of  hef  huf- 
band's. death  (5).  This  muft 
appear  very  improbable  from 
the  circamftances  in  which  (ha 
was  left  i  but  this  improbabi- 
lity is  taken  away  by  the  ftory 
he  tells,  provided  that  ftory  b« 
not  thought  a  greater  impro* 
bability.  It  amounts  to  ^is : 
the  king,  before  he  went  to  the 
chace,  came  accidentally  into 
the  queen's  apartment,  and 
found  her  waihing  her  face ;  op« 
on  which  he  touched  her  neck, 
with  the  fwitch  he  had  in  his 
hand.  The  qneen,  without 
turning  her  head,'  cried.  Ah, 
Landryt  is  it  you !  is  the  kin|^ 
gone  I  Th?  tone,  in  which  this 
was  fpoken,  affedled  ChilperU 
fo  much,  that,  in  turning  out  of 
the  room,  he  muttered  fome- 
what, which  alarmed  the  queen 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  ihe  fent 
immediately  for  her  gallant, 
and  reprefented  their  common 
danger 
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htBS>fi(iM»Mt>E  foQud  berfetf  in  a  moft  dtOt^ed  condi- 
tio, dbfirrtKd  by  mod  of  ihofe  (he  had  mifed^  and  iofulted 
by  thofd  But  had  formerljr  treated  iU ;  btr  (biij  who  was  diea . 
na  mbre  thaa  four  montha  old,  wad  ^en  at  Tournay^  by 
ChU^ric^%  at>poititment :  thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  his 
treafilres  carried  them  to  Chilikberi  at  M^z ;  the  better  part 
of  her  oura  fte  had  beftowed  upon  her  daughter;,  and  thdb. 


daiiger  in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  at 
podiiced  the  ftabbing  the  king 
when  he  returned  in  the  even- 
ipgfroni  banting.  The  iilence 
pf Gregory  of  €ours,  who  was 
1X0  friend  to  Tredigondi^  is  a 
gr^at  argument  that  nothing 
^  thift  fort  wasrepdrted  at  that 
time ;  and  he  is  fo  abfolutely 
filent,  that  the  stxy  name  of 
Landry  does  notoccar  in hi»ht» 
ftory.  He  deals,  hpwever,  very 
roundly  with  the  charadier  of 
Chilferic^  whotti  he  ftiles  the 
Ifero  and  the  Herod  of  his  time, 
alluding  to  his  tyranny  in  point 
of  government,  and  the  cruel- 
ties iHi  escerdfed  upon  his  own 
childi^n  (6).  He  r^fembled 
that  prince  in  other  refpe&s, 
fincc  he  was  fetting  himfeif '  up 
f6r  a  legiflator  in  fpicitual  a^ 
well  as  civil  affairs.  He  con- 
ceived of  himfeir  fo  highly, 
•  that  he  thought  of  putting  an 
etrd,  by  an  edt€l  of  his  own 
penning,  to  the  difputes  be* 
Iween  the  Orthodox  and  the 
AH&ns\  from  which  fcheme  he 
was  with  difficulty  diffuadedfy). 
He  invented  four  letttt's,  which 
^  he  direaed  fhould  be  added  to 
fhe  alphabet,.and  ordered,  that 
where  they  would  have  occur. 
^t^^  in  ancient  books,  the  let- 
ters Originally  ufed  (honid  be 
neatly  erafed,  and  thefe  of  his 


invention  fubiftituted;  but  diefe 
letters  of  his  were  fo  little  re- 
liihed,  that,  except  what  Gre- 
gory  of  iours '  fuggefts,  it  is  not 
at  this  day  very  well  known 
what  they  were  (S).  He  com-  ^ 
poled)  likewife^  two*  or  three 
volumes  upon  different  fub- 
jedts;  and,  amongil  thefe  roy- 
al labours,  there  were  a  great 
many  poems,  which,  we  are 
afTured,  were  very  bad  ;  and» 
in  all  probability,  they  mtift 
have  been  fo,  fince  thev  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  conndered 
in  that  light,  in  an  age  when 
very  ^bad  performances  were 
efteemed  excdlent  (9).  The 
biftop  of  Poitiers^  indeed^  has 
a  better  opinion  of  tHem,  and 
has  beflowed  fome  commenda* 
tions  upon  this  prince,  which, 
perhaps,  would  have  had  a 
better  effeft,  if  he  hiad  ntsi 
.  been  inclined  to  commend  all 
prihces  (i).  As  to  Cfef^mr's 
firil  queen,  and  his  iflue  by 
her,  all  that  we  need  to  fay  of 
them  has  been  interwoven  in 
the  hiftory.  With  refpe^l  to 
the  {tcon6,fialfoointbit^  we  may 
fay  the  fame  thing,  and  as  to 
the  hiilory  of  FredegOnde^  be. 
fides  what  has  been  already 
mentioned,  we  iball  be  obliged 
to  treat  of  her  and  her  ifiUe  in 
another  place  (2). 


(6)  Cregtr,  TufVH,  lih,  vi.  e^f,  46.  Gtjla  R^m  Frantottim^  (7)  Greg^ 
Ttfron,  iib,  v.  cap.  44. .  (8)  Vmanui  Fortunatit-  lik  ix.    Frnltg,  C^oth 

tonu  i.  p,  275,  (9)  Greg.  fur.  lib,  v.  cap.  44.  lib,  vi.  cap*  46.     (1)  Fc^ 

tt,  lib.ix  -   -  ,_>  ^      .,.-., 


nanf,  iib.ix,  cap,  I, »,  3. 


(2)  See  Nae  (I). 
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Irere  fetzed  by  Didier^  who  comfflanded  the  efi»irte  thai  was 
to  attend  her  inio  Spain ;  and  her  daughter,  after  feme  con^ 
finement  at  Toulau/ey  was  broaght  back  in  a  comemptuons 
mann^  to  Paris ;  to  wMch  city  flie  herfetf  repaired,  with  the 
few  perfoiis  of  diftin£Hoii  who  ftiU  followed  her  fortnoe  \ 
The  character  of  this  priACcfs    was  uofhakea  fortitude; 
anti  file  difpiayed  it,  is  the  higbeft  degree,  upon  this  occa^ 
Hon. .  She  addrelKd  berfelf  to  Gontran^  kii^  of  Burgundy^ 
\    and,  in  the  moft  humble  manner,  iotreatcd  him  to  l^omd 
the  protestor  of  an  unhappy  widow,  and  of  an  orphan  idng, 
who  was  alfo  his  nephew.    Contran  gave  her  good  woccS, 
and  marched  direftly  to  Paris  with  his  army,    and,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  confented  to  what  fhe  defiped  ;    whe* 
ther  on  the  motive  of  duty,  compaiBon,  or  poKcy,   is  very 
uncertaia.    On  the  other  hand,  Childttert,  king,  of  Aiiftra-^ 
Jia,  either  from  his  own  difpofition,  or  through  the  pafua- 
fion  of  his  mother  Brunehaut,  marched  alfo  to  Paris  ;  but 
Gontran  caufed  the  gates  to  be  (hut  againO:  him,  and  treated 
Very  cavalierly  the  ambailadors  fent  him  by  that  prince  t>. 
They  demanded,   in  thek  mafter's  name,  a  fhare  in  the  do« 
■unions  of  Chilperic^  and  that  Fredegonde  fhould  be  deliver* 
cd  up  to  be  punifhed,  for  a  muldtude  of  crimes,  which  they 
kid  to  her  charge.    Gontran  told  them,  that  the  domini«« 
bus  of  Gjilperic  were  to  be  inherited  by  his  fon,  and  that  he 
yielded  no  credit  to  the  ftories  they  told  him  of  his  widow. 
He  added,  that,  immediately  on  his  brother's  death,  he  had 
promifed  to  defend  th€|m,    and  that  he  meant  to  keep  his 
#ord.     The  ambafladors  replied,    that  they  were  glad  to 
find  him  a  prince  of  fuch  paaftuality ;  and  therefore  hoped 
he  would  keep  his  treaties  as  well  as  his  word.      Gon^ 
fran,  exceedingly  provoked  at  thft  behaviour,  produced  a 
treaty  that  Chitdebert  had  made  with  Chimeric  to  deprive 
him  of  his  dominionsi  wluch  had  been  put  into  his  hiands 
by  Fredegonde ;  upbraiding  them  with  tibeir  corruption  and 
oppreffions,  charging  them  with  betraying  their  mafter,  and 
telling  them,  that  whatever  he  had  he  would  keep,  even  if 
it  did  c^  right  belong  to  his  nephew,  as  believing  it  to  be 
fafer  in  his  hands  than  theirs.    All  things  Teemed  now  tend- 
ing towards  a  rupture;  but  the  heats  on  both  fides  were 
quickly  qualified,  by  the  breaking  out  of  a  fcheme  which 
had  been  long  in  agitation,  and  which  tended  to  noleis  than 
fetting  up  a  new  king  ""^ 

*  Grso.  Tur.  1.  vii.  c.  4,  5.  Gefla  Regum  Francorum,  nbi 
fapra*  ^^  Aimok.  Adon.  Chron,  <■  FafiDCCAaii  5cho- 
lil'ici  Ep  itome  &  ChroncoB.     Aimon* 
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Gonde-         This  is  one  of  the  darkeft  tranfaftions  that '  falls  withia 
baat»  as    the  compafs  of  this  period,  and  the  moft  difficult  to  explain; 
/on  to  do-  bat,  at  the  fametihae,  it  is  one  of  the  mofl  curious  and  in- 
^*"*»  .      ftrnAive.     The  mmifters,  in  the  feveral  courts  of  the  kings 
FranccT'^  ^^  the  Franks,   found  themfelves  lefs  powerful,  and  lefs  at 
^^^^'     their  eafe,  than  they  could  wi(h,    and  this  chiefly  through 
tUdmed      ^^^  balance,    which    either   the  piety    or   the  policy  of 
Hug  hy  aO^n^ran  had   eftabliihed,    and  which'  Chilpertc^  before  his 
Ja&inn,     death,  began   to  comprehend  and  adnaire.     Tl^  confede- 
rates; therefore,  rcfolved  to  confer  the  title  of  kiog  upon 
Gondebauty  who  was  generally  efteemed  to  be  the  fon  of  Clo-^ 
taire\  and  they  took  their  ipeafures  with  more  prudence,  and 
with  a  greater  meafurc  of  forefight,  than  has  been  common 
in  fuch  intrigues.     Thefe  confpirators  were  duke  Didier  and 
duke  Mutnmol,  with  duke  Bofon^  who  had  been  raifed  by  the 
favour  of  king  Chiideberty  and,  in  his  turn,  had  been  truftcd 
by  and  betrayed  every  one  of  the  monarchs  who  t&en  reign- 
ed over  the  Franks.    .-This  man  had  been  fcnt  by  the  reft  to 
Confiantinopk,  to  bring  over  this  fon  of  Clotaire^  whom  he 
cheated  with  the  promife  of  a  crowfii ;  and  to  whom,  either 
out  of  friendftiip,  or  to  embroil  the  affairs  of  the  Franks^ 
the  Greek  emperor  Tiberius  freely  gave  an  immcnfe  trea- 
fure  **.     Soon  after  the  return  of  Bofony  Gondehaut  foUpwed 
hip,  as  he  had  promifed,  and  landed  at  Marfiilles  ;  the  bi- 
(hop  of  which  city,    whofe  name  was  Theodarusy   received 
him  very  refpeftfully,  and  furhifhcd  him  with  the  carriages 
requifite  for  him  and  his  train  to  proceed  to  Avignon^    of 
which  Mummol  was  governor.    He  was  no  fooner  gone,  than 
Bo/on  caufed  the  bilhop  to  be  .arretted,  and  charged  him  with 
ireafon,   that  he  might  feizc  the  treafures  of  Gandebaut, 
which  he  divided  with  the  governor  of  Marjeilles  \  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  hinted  to  the  confpirators,  under-hand,  that 
he  did  this  only  to  fave  appearances  *,     While  he  was  in- 
triguing with  all  the  courts,  without  the  leaft  intention  of 
being  true  to  any,  he  was,  with  all  his  family,  feized  by  the 
order  of  king  Gontran^    and  conducted  pEifoner  to  Paris^ 
There  he  accufed  Mummd  of  being  the  author  of  the  whole 
contrivance,  and  offered  to  betray  him' into  the  king's  hands, 
.   leaving  his  fon  an  hoflage  for  the  execution  of  bis  promife, 
which,  though   he  endeavoured  with  great  addrefs,  yet  he 
^   was  not  able  to  perform.     In  the  mean  time  Chddebert,  by 
the  advice  of  queen  Brunehaut,    an^  fome  of  his  council, 
in  order  to  mortify  the  king  of  Burgundy ^  drew  Gondehaut 
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but  of  the  retreat  which  he  had  chofen,  upon  tlie  lofsof  hi« 
treafures,  and  put  him  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army; 
fcbmmanded  under  him  by  duke  Munmiol,  who,  at  Brive-kt- 
Caillardey  in  the  Limoufins^  proclaimed  him  king,  and,  in ' 
ijuality  of  his  brother,  the  true  heir  of  Chilperic^'m  thft 
realm  of  Scfiffons%  and,  by  the  affiftancc  of  Didier^  put  him 
in  the  poflefEon  of  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom ;  by  which 
his  credit  and  his  fpirits  were  fo  raifed,  that  he  fent  ambafla- 
dors  to  Goniran,  to  demand  reftitutibh  of  all  the  reft.  Thefe 
the  ting  of  Burgundy^  "Without  Ceremony,  feized  as  rebels; 
put  them  to  the  torture,  and  drew  from  them  an  fentire 
difcovery  of  the  whole  intrigue;  aftcp  bdld  and  Well  timed, 
by  which  his  dignity  Was  fecured  ^ 

Upon  thefe  difcoveries,  Gontran  Invited  his  nephew  Chif-  Gontran 
'deberi  to  come,  and  make  him  a  vifijt,  aflbring  him;  that  he  difakufis 
would  find  in  him,*'n6t  only  the  affeftion  of  an  uncle,  but  Childe- 
the  tcndcrnefs  of  a  father,    and  the  candour  of  a  friend.  ^^^'  ^^ 
Many  of  the  great  lords  of  Aujlrdfta  oppofed  this  journey  ^^^<S^' 
^th  great  warmth,    alleging,  that  the  king  ought  not  ^Og^l^fl^ 
hazard  himfelf,  in  the 'power  of  i  monarch,  with  whom  ^^preMn^ 
ftood  already  upcto  ill  terms ;  but  Childeberty  now  in  his  fif- Gondc- 
teenth  year,  decided  for  hUnfelf,    and"  went,   with  a  fmaill  baut. 
tetinue,  to  the  cdurt  of  his  uncle.     Gontran  began,  very 
roundly,  with  the  performance  of  his  promife ;  (hewed  him 
pubHckly  to  the  people  as  his  heir  ;  carried  him  to  the  re- 
view of  his  army;    put  the  javelin,    that  was  in  his  own 
hand,  into  his ;  dfefired  them  to  confider  CMldebert,  for  the 
future,  not  as  his  nephew,  but  as  his  fon ;    and  reftored  to 
him  freely  all  the  places  tb  which  he  had  any  claim  6.     He  A.X)*s^S^ 
next  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  furrounded  by  traitors ; 
that  fome  of  the  principal  perfon§  in  his  cabinet  were  in 
the  intcrefts  of  Gondebaut ;    and,  particularly^  advifed  him 
to  beware  of  the  queen-dowager  ^rw«^/;/iMf,  and  the  biftiop 
df  Rhems.     The  two  king^  were  fpeedily  and  fincerely  re- 
condlcd ;  and  this  was  no  fooner  known  than  Didier  aban- 
doned the  party  of  Gondeidui,  and  made  his  peace  with  the 
isingci  Burgundfi    the  captains,   and  moft  of  the  troops, 
that  w^e    fubjefts   to    the  king  of  Aujirafuiy   took    the 
fame  mediod.     So  that  GmidAaut^  with  Mummol^  and  thofe 
who  ftill  remained  firm,  made  choice  of  the  fortrefs  of  Cbm- 
fningey  very  ftrong  by  fituation,  and  well  fortified  for  thofe 
tioQieSi  in  which  dliey  determined  to  ftand  a  fiege  ^.    It  was 
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iidt  long  before,  LeudegiJiU^  who  commanded  the  forces  of 
Gontran,  arrived  before  the  place,   invefted  it,  and  carried 
on  the  fiege  with  all  the  aftivity  and  vigour  that  the  art  of 
war,  as  it  then  flood,  would  allow;  but,  however,  withna 
great  fuccefs ;  for  the  befieged,-  being  well  fupplied  with  all 
things,  and  the  fbldiers  looking  upon  their  cafe  to  be  defpe-* 
rate,  ncglefted  nothing  that  might  contribute  to  a  good  de- 
fence, and  fhewed  fo  much  ikill  and  refolution,  that  Leude-f 
gifile  began  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  bis  undertaki  ng.  There 
were,  however,  thofe  about  him,  who  fuggcfted,  that  other 
methods  might  be  found,  more  fure  and  more  fpeedy  thaa 
thofe  he  had  hitherto  praftited*     Having  once   taken  the 
refolution  of  following  their  Advice,    he  left  the  manage- 
ment '  of  thefe  fcheriies    entfarely  to  thofe  who  contrived 
them  S  and  who  were  grown  expert  in  the  management  of 
fuch  intricate  contrivances,  by  an  almoft  perpetual  praftice 
of  fuch  intrigues,   without  any  reftraint  from  principle  or 
confcience. 
GdnJe-        Boson  was  the  principal  author  of  thefe  new  meafures, 
biat  is  be-  which  confifled  in  negotiating  with  Mummol,    to  feize  the 
frayed  by   unfortunate   Gondehauty    and  to  deliver  him  up.     Mummol 
Muifimol,  knew  how  obnoxious  he  was  to  his  old  mafter  Gontran, 
nuhots  af'  ^^j  would  not,  therefore,  liften  to  any  thing,  till  Lcudegi- 
ter<wards  j-^^  fwore,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  would  en- 
de  th^  b'i  pW  ^'^^  ^^^  zealous  endeavours  to  procure  an  indemnity 
the  orders  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^'    When  he  was  once  brought  over^  he  quickly 
of  Gon-    feduced  the  other  chiefs,  men  of  abandoned  charafters,  who 
tr^n.         had  embarked  in  this  btifmefs  folely  with  a;  view  to  profit, 
and  who  were,  therefore,  ready  to  abandon  it,  when  they 
perceived  this  was  to  be  found  on  the  other  fide.     As  iboD 
as  they  liad  made  their  own  terms,  they  cut  the  matter  very 
fhort  with  their  mafter ;  they  told  him,  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  flay,  tiU  the  garrlfon  (hould  be  reduced  to  extremity  ;. 
that,  therefore,  it  would  be  beft  to  furrender  in  time ;  and 
that  Gontran  would  not  probably  imbrue  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  .his  brother.     Though  much  furprizcd  at  this  ad- 
drefs,  Gondebaut  endeavoured  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the 
weaknefs  gf  this  expedient ;  to  which  they  repine  1,  that  ar- 
guments came  too  late,  and  that  their  meafures  were  taken.- 
They  ufed  him.  very  rudely,  hurried  him  to  the  gates,  and 
there  delivered  him  to  Ollorii  count  of  Berry ^  and  duke  Bo^ 
foii^^    As  they  rode  with  him  to*  t  lie  camp,,  the  count,  i» 

'^  Freoegarii  Scholailici  Epitome  &  Chron.  Aimqini  Mo* 
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trpffing  a  hollow  way,  joftled  him  from  his  horfe.  As  foon 
as  he  recovered  his  feet,  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape 
back  to  the  city ;  but  Bo/ofi  threw  a  great  ftofie  at  his  head, 
which  beat  him  to  the  earth,  and  broke  his  fcuU.  Mummol. 
and  his  confederaces,  having  firft  fecured  the  ireafttres  of  this 
unfortunate  phantom  of  royalty,  next  betrayed  their  arnty, 
by  letting  in  the  troops  of  Leudegijile  in  the  night,  wh6 
fcughtered  the  beft  part  of  them,,  and  plundered  the  place '. 
For  thefe  glorious  exploits,  Mummol  and  his  aflbciates  were 
exceedingly  carefTed,    and  fplendidly  feafted ;    but,  in  the  < 

mean  time,  Leudegijile  had  fent  to  Gontran  for  inftrpftions, 
and  no  fooner  received  his  anfwer,  "  That  with  men  who 
**  kept  no  faith,  no  faith  was  to  be  kept,'*  than  he  took  ^ 
tie  ihorteft  method  of  rewarding  them  acc6rding  to*  their 
deferts.  A  mutiny  was  excited  amongft  MumThots  own 
guards,  who  killed  him  after  a  defoerate  refiftanCe ;  almoft 
all  the  reft  of  thefe  traitors  were  difpatched  by  the  general's 
command  :  and  thus  an  end  was  put  to  a  revolt,  that 
i^ight  have  been  attended  with  great  dainger,  finte  both 
Brunehaut  and  Fredegonde  had  their  eyes  upofi  Gondebaut ; 
the  former  for  herfelf,  and  the  latter  for  her  daughter  Ri* 
gfinthe ;  fo  that  if  Mummol  hiad  liftened  to  his  remonftrances^- 
it  is  not  impoflible  his  affairs  might  have  changed  their  af- 
peft  once  again  ™. 

Gontran^  who  now  began  to  c6nfid6r  himfelf  as  the  Gontran 
inonarch  of^  the  Franks j  and  believed  himfelf  fecurc  on  the  reftrtdm 
Cidcot  his  nephew  dhildebert,  refolved  to  put  the  affairs  of  Frcde- 
the  kingdom  of  ^oiffons  into  fome  order;  and,  with  thisgondc, 
Tiew,  appointed  a  council  of  regency  to  affift  Fredegonde  in  ^*f^  ^*- 
thc  admlniftration  of  affairs  ;    a  circumftance  of  attention  ^"'''^^  ^*'' 
which  file  would  willingly  have  fpared  him  ".    He  took  ano-^  'f^  ^''* 
ther  ftep,  which,  it  is  likely,  was  as  unwelcome.     He  de-  chiJperic 
fired  to  know,  if  flie  coyld  give  him  no  light   as  to  the^^^^^^* 
cfeathof  her  hufband,  which  he  was  inclined  to  punJfh',  as  fj^g  body»f 
the  moft  effeftual  means  of  fecuring  herfelf.     The  queen,  Clevis 
not  in  the  leafl  difconcertcd,  faid,  that,  at  the  tixrie  of  his  ,. 

death,  ike  had  fome  fufpicions  of  his  chamberlain  Berulfe% 
and  that  (he  apprehended  they  were  but  too  jufft,  as  he  had 
withdrawn  fiimlelf  fince,   and  fecreted  her  htiiband's  trea-  , 

fiires,     Tfiis  man  tad  been  formerly  Jt  favourite  of  the 
queen's  ;   but,  upon  the  death  of  her  hufband,    believing  . 
that  fhe  was  abfolutely  undone,  had  abandoned  her  party^   ^ 
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"  •ttrhick  (he  took  this  method  of  revenging.  Berulfe  ipime- 
diately  took  fheltcr  at  the  tomb  of  St:  Martin  of  Tiwrx;' 
Sind,  in.procefs  of,  tim^,  being  perfuaded  to  leave  tl^at  fanc- 
tuary,  was  murdered^  and.  all  his  cftate  confifcated ;  bnt 
thofe  who  tell  us  this  do  not  inform  us,  that  the  world  was 
at  all  better  fatisfied  as  to  the  raanner.of  his  m^er's  death  •: 
Fre<Ugondei  grjpwing  doubtful  of  her  own  and 'of  her  fon's 
lituation,  devifed  what  (he  thought  an  efFeftual  method  of  • 
cmbarraffing  Contran,  with  his  nephew  CSildeiert,  anci  hijf' 
mother  Brunehaut^  whom  flic  fufpefted  of  having  advifed 
thofe  troublefome  enquiries,  which  had .  been  lately  made. 
With  this  view,  flie  intreated  the  kihg  of  Burgundy 
ivould  become  godfather  to  his  nephew,  which  was,  in  thofe 
days,  regarded  as  a  clofer  tie  than  that  of  blood  ;  to  which 
Contran  yielded,  and  came,  for  that  purpofe,  to  ^arit. 
Fredegonde^  however,  having, tarried  her  point,  with  refpefl: 

,    to  the  cdurt  of  Metz,  put  off  the  ceremony,  bfeing  afraid  t(^ 
truft  her  fon  in  the  power  of  his  uncle,  for  fear  he  fhonld 
be  taken  from  her  P.     At  this  Contran  was  (o  much  pro- 
voked, that  he  declared  publickly  he  Would  give  himfelf-no 
fvther  trouble  about  a  child,  which  he  had  good  reafon  to 
doubt  was  none  of  his  brother's,  but  ^he  baftard  of  fome  of 
his  courtiers.    By  this  declaration  Fredegonde  wag  fo  much  a-  . 
larmed,  th^t  flie  publickly  made  Oath  of  the  legitimacy  of  hei^  - 
fon,  and  brought  three  bifhops,  and  three  hundred  of  the  nobi*  ^ 
lity,  who  fwore  to  the  belief  of  what  flie  had  fwof  li  ^.    Tliis 
did  not  wholly  jieliver  the  queen  from  her  inquietudes,  be-' 
caiife  Contran  fliewed  a  great  defire  to.  pay  the  laft  funeral* 
fconOUrS  to  his  nephews  MeroveuS  and  Clovis,  \vho  werecon-* 
fidered  as  the  vi(Jlims  of  hef  ambition,  and  the  body  of  the 
latter  not  to  be  found ;   at  length,  a  poor  fiflierman,  upon* 
thepromife  of. the  lung's  proteftioQ,  acquainted  him,  that 
the  body  of  prince  Clovisy  having  beeti  interred  in  the  cha- 
pel of  a  certain  convent,  was  taken  up  agam,  by  Frtdegonde^T 
orders,  and  thrown  into  the  river  Mdmey  where  being  in- 
tangled  in  his  nets,  and  known  by  his  long  hair,  he  buried 
it  in  a  private  place  known  only  to  himfelf.     The  king,  un- 
der pretence  of  hunting,  went  to  the  very  fpot  ;\and,  being 
convinced  that  the  body  was  that  of  his  nephew,  caufed  iV 
to  be  tranfported  to  Paris,    and,  T^ith  that  of  his  brother 
Meroveiis^  to  be  interred  With  great  foiemnity  \ 
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A  WAR  broke  out,  iabout  this  time,  with  the /^j/f^o/yiir;  Gontran 
i^hich  coDtkmed,  wth  great  obftinacy,  for  feveral  years ;  the  '»'^''j  into 
true  caiife  of  which  feems  to-be  very  obfcure.    The  ancient  ^  y^^^ 
iiftorikns,  both  of  Fr<inc^  and  Spaing  afcribe  it  to  the  ill  ufage  ™^  ^^' 
of  ^he  princefs  Ingonde,  the  daughter  of  Brun&haut  and  the  /^"So^Si 
lifter  of  Childebert',  and  there  is  no  dodbt  that  this  was  the^*^ 
pretence ;  but  it  i$  very  extraordinary,  that  Gontran  f^xA^jarfrom 
frarfue  this  war  with  fuch  inflexible  obftinacy,  in' fpite  ofi««^yic- 
Repeated  defeats,  in  fpite  of  the  repeated  affbrances  that  king  cejsful^ 
^^jReccared^VQ  of  Jiis  having  no  concern  in  the  ill  treatment  of 
•^hat  princef^i,  and  in  fpite  of  the  darker  tp  which  he  thought 
Ids  own  life  expofed^  by  the  praftices  of  Fredegondcj  who 
jimmcdiatciy  entered  into  a  fecret  correfporidence  with  the 
Vifigcfths,  and  was  fufpeft^d  of  undertj^king  various  black 
\iefigns  in  their  flavour  ;  the  proofs  ojf  which,  however,  are 
not  very  dear  *,     It  is  moft  fikeiy,  that  Gonijan  was  defi-, 
*ons  of  e}?pelHng  the  Vijtgoths  out  pf  France  entirely ;  and 
■poffibiy  might  think  it  his  interefl  to  keep  up  a  War,  on  that 
|ide,  to  find  employment  for  DJdiJr,  Bq/oti,  andt  fome  otheti 
Tnalijgnant  fjnrits,  who  iriight  have  cut  out  new  troubles  for 
"nim  in  time  of  peace.  *  Whatever  the  caufe  ^yas,  he  remained, 
'inflexible  in  maintaining  tl^is  war,    even  after  his  nephew. 
'€htldeberty  Who,  ftriftly  fpeaking,   was  the  principal  in  it, 
'had,  by  rfie  advice  of  his  mother,  who  was  always  %  Spa-^ 
ftidrd  in  her  heart,  concluded  a  fcparate  peace  ^ 

The  great  objcft  of  the  king  of  Burgufidf^  politics  was  He  is  cc^^ 
*to  keep  the  balance  even,  and  to  retain  both  Bmnehaut  zxii,  ftrained  19 
fredegondevx  ^  ftrift  flat^  of  dependancc ;  atnd  this  he  found  ^^^P  ^^^ 
it  impoffible  to  do,  without  feeming  to  incline  fometimes  on  ^^^^^^  ^- 
one  fide,  and  fometimes  on  the  other.     Brunehaut  was  once  '"^^     '    . 
fo  much  in  his  favour,  that  he  negotiated  with  her  P^^fo^^^- ^T^^l^de  " 
'ly,  and  concluded  a  long  treaty,  which  is  ftill  extant,  and  ^^  ^rxi^ 
T^cars  the  name  of  the  treaty  of  Andlaiv  ;  by  which  he  rer  nehaut^^^ 
gulated  many  points  of  importance,  in  regard  to  the  iatri-  ing  in  ^- 
cate  claims  that  arofe  as  to  the  fucceffion  of  his  brothers ".  qual  dan-- 
At  tfiis  time  he  was  jealous,  or  at  leaft  appeared  to  be  very  g^r  from 
Jealous,  of  Fredegonde,  and  of  her  praftices  againft  his  life ;  but  '^f   ^^^' 
'that  artful  princefs  foon  turned  the  tables,  and  found  means  ^[^^!*"  ^ 
to  give  him  as  ftrong  or  ftronger  fufpicions  of  Brunehaut^ 
infinuating,  that^e  had  not  only  contrafted  her  daughter  ' 

•to  the  king  of  Bpaiuy  but  was  likewife  negotiating  a  match 
for  hfetfelf  at  Cmjtanttnvpk  with  this  eldeft  fon  of  Gondebaut^ 
"Whofe  pretenfions  ihe  meant  to  revive  ;  but  when  this  came 
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to  be  known  to  the  court  of  Metz^  the  queen,  who  was  now 
in  full  poflefGon  of  the  regency,  and  governed  her  fon  as  if 
he  had  been  ftill  in  his  infancy,  purged  herfelf  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  gave  full  fatisfaftion  to  the  king  of  Burgundy  ^.  Wc 
(hould  account  thefe  but  light  and  trivial  matters,  unworthy 
qf  being  preferved  in  hiftory,  if  we  did  not  refleft,   that  &'- 
gebert  and  Chilperic  had  been  aftualiy  difpatched  by  aflaf- 
iins ;  fo.  that  Gontran  was  not  alarmed  without  caufe,   and 
fuch  was  the  mifery  and  malignity  of  thefe  times,  that  when 
the  ambafladors  of  Childebert  were  once  fent  to  expoflulate 
with  Gontran,  who,  as  we  have  obferved   before,   treated 
them  but  roughly,    they,  amongft  other  things,  told  him, 
that  he  ought  to  foften  his  language,  and  give  their  mafter 
fadsfaftion,  fmce  the  poniards  were  not  yet  loft  that   had 
been  exercifed  in  cqrrefting  his  brethren  *.     Thefe  are  very 
ftrange  and  very  difagreeable  fafts  ;    but   they  are  fuch  as 
charafterife  this  age,  and  give  us  proper  ideas  of  their  po- 
licy and  manners;  of  which  wc  may  colle<El  fome  farther  no- 
tions from  tranfaftions  of  greater  importance- 
Childe-         The  emperor  Maurice^   being  defirous  of  expelling  the 
bert,  king  Lombards  out  of  Italy y  in  the  fame  manner  that  his  prcde- 
^  Auftra-ceflbr  Jtiftinian  had  deprefled  the  Oftrogothsy  fought  to  makp 
iia,  avails  an  alliance,  for  that   purpofe,  with  the  Franks.     Gontraif, 
^I^^^  being  ftill  embarraffed  in  his  war  with  Spaing  tke  empcrqr 
the  dif-     concluded  a  fubiidiary  treaty  with  Childebert^  who  promifed 
/    ^\  lb    ^'*^  aiOSftance,  in  confvderation  of  a  large  fum  of  money ;  and, 
Greeks     ^accordingly  fent,  at  different  times,  fev^ral  armies  into //^^ 
and  the     but  none  with  any  great  fuccefs ;  for  fome  were  deftroyed  by 
Lom-       ficknefs,  other  beaten  by  the  Lombards ,  with  whom  trucks 
bards.       were  fometi^es  concluded  ;    in  which  Cbildebjert,   likewife, 
found  his  advantage,    and  of  which   the  emperor  bitterly 
Qomplained,    as  contrary  to  thofe  alliances  which  ha.d  coft 
him  fo  dear  y.     Childebert y  as  the  French  hiftorians  fay,  be? 
ing  confcious  that  he  did  not  complain  without  caufe,  an4 
that  he' had  fold  peace  on  one  fide  as  dear  ^she  had  done  war 
on  the  other,  did   not  aggravate  the  difpute  by  frivolous 
apologies,  but  remained  filent,  tillTuch  time  as  the  neceiG- 
tics  of  the  Greeks  obliged  them  tq  forget  paft  difappoint- 
ments,  and  make  frefti   offers  fpr   future   afliftanc^.       At 
'  length,  under  the  mediation  of  6'o«fr<2K,  he  concluded  a  peace 
^ith  the  Lombards ;  by  which  he  fecured  an  annual  fubfidy, 
which  is  the  more  extraordinary,  fince  it  is,  on  all  hands, 
allowed,  that,  notwithftanding  feveral  numerous  armies  of 
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Franks  entered  Italy ^  and  one  particularly,  commanded  by 
twenty  general  oflScers,  yet  they  had  never  been  fuccefs* 
ful.  Th^  fitu?ition  of  their  country  giving  them  an  eafy 
acccfs,  aqd  their  affording  then^  fuch  critical  diverfions, 
when  ^engaged  with  other  enemies,  compelled  the  Lombards 
to  purchafe  quiet  upon  any  terms,  which,  having  the  pre- 
tence of  his  uncle's  mediation,  Childehert  fold  them  upon 
high  terms,  notwithftanding  his  contrary  engagements  with 
the  emperor,  and  though  Brimehaut  oppofcd  thigi  treaty, 
tecaufe  her  grandfon  Athanagilde  was  protefted,  and  fubfifted 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  birth  at  Conftantinople ;  for 
Which  flie  profeffed  herfelf  highly  obliged,  and  gave,  upon 
all  occafions,  very  warm  teftimonies  of  her  gratitude  *.  It 
was  this  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  Conftantinople 
that  afforded  Fredegonde  an  opportunity  .of  inftilling  jealou- 
lies  into  Gontrany  that  the  queen-dowser  oi  Auftrafta  held 
a  conftant  intercourfc  with  the  family  of  Gondsbaut^  which, 
though  it  might  be  falfe,  was,  however,  far  from  being 
improbable. 

In  the  midfl:  of  thefe  foreign  wars,  the  court  of  Met z  was  Aconffi* 
diftrafted  by  faftions,  and  the  king's  perfon  more  than  once  racy  a^ 
in  danger  from  confjnracies.     He  was  ftill  a  young  man  J'f'V^ 
without  experience  ;  and  all  who  ferved  him,  in  any  confi- ^^^^de- 
(Jerable  ftation,'  thought  they  had  a  right  to  govern  him ;     -%  . 
to  which  if  he  did  not  fubmit,  they  confidered  it  as  an  in-  ^.^^^ ^ ''» 
jury,  and  had  recourfe  to  methods,  which,  if  they  were  not  ^„^  ^y^   ' 
m  all  ages  too  common  to  be  denied,  reafon  would  teach  us  cun>(>iru* 
to  think  incredible.     Duke  Raucinde,  who  was  the  moft  tors  are 
powerful  of  the  Auftrafian  nobility,  was  at  the  head  of  this  put  to 
plot,  and  was  direfted  and  fupported  by  Fredegonde.     He  denth. 
nad  gained  two  other  great  men,    duke  Vrfion  and   duke 
Berthefrede :  their  fcheme  Was  to  poifon  king  Childebert^^  and, 
when  this  was  once  done,  to  proclaim  his  eldeft  fpn  Theoda-         * 
berty  and  t;o  govern  in  his  name.     His  younger  fon  Thierri,  A, 0.586^ 
fcarce  out  of  hisr  cradle,  was  to  be  put  under  the  care  of  the 
other  two  confpir^tors,  who,  with  the  aiTiflance  of  Frede^ 
gonde^  were  to  depofe  Gontran^   and  put  their  pupil  upon 
the  throne  of  Burgundy  «.     This  black  defign  was  brought 
almoft  to  the  very  point  of  execution ;  when  Contran,  who 
had  his  fpies  a.bout  the  perfon  of  Fredegonde,  difcovered  it ; 
a:nd  that  th^  naother  and  confort  of  Cbildebert  were   to   be 
baniflied  and  imprifoned.     He  fent  upon  this  a  hint  to  Chil- 
Sebert  to  find  fome  pretence  for  ipeetirig  him  ;    and,  at  their 
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^nt^rvi^W,   gave  him  a  full  account  of  the  matter.     At  his 
return,  Childebert  fent  for  Raucinde,  who,  by  this  time,  haJ 
improved  the  original  plan  of  his  jdeteftable  projeft  ;    and 
hy  giving  out  amongft  his  friends  that  h^  was  h^mfdf  the    . 
fon  of  C7<?fa/r^,  had  paved   his  way  to  the  throne.     When 
the  king  fent  for  him,  therefore,  confiding  in  his  own  great 
power,  and  tlie  multitude  of  his  friends,  he  went  boldly  to 
court,  and,  in  a  long  audience,  difcovered  no  figns  of  appre- 
henfion  or  confufioni   But  as  he  came  out  pf  the  king's  apart- 
ment, the  gates  of  the  palace  were  fhut,  and  by  fome  per- 
fons,  ported  properly  for  the  purpofe,  he  was  cut  to  pieces  *. 
.  in  the  mean  time,  fom?  of  the  king's  fervants  were  fent  to 
his  houfe,  where  they  feized  his  papers,  in  "which  were  the 
cleareft  teftimonies  pf  his  guilt,  and  his  wealth,  which  was 
iuperior  to  the  contents  of  the  royal  treafury.     The  dukes 
Urfion  and  Berthefrede,  no  fooner  faw  his  fate,   than  they 
took  up  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  retire  out  of  Childebert^s 
dominions ;  but  he  fent  Godegifile,  the  fon  of  duke  Lupus^ 
with  an  army  tofupprefs   them,   which,  after  an  obftinate 
refiftance,    he  performed,    and  both  the  confpirators  were 
killed  c.  .  .  .       • 

^ Another         OuT  pf  the  afhes  of  this,  there  quickly  fprang  up  ano- 
conjpracy  ther  contrivance,  in  which  w^re  embarked  the  cofiftable  Sw 
in  the  fame  n^gtftle,  the  referendary  (or,  as  we  now  ftile  him,  chancel- 
€ourt9        lor).  Callus^  and  Septimina  who  was  governefs  to  the  young 
nxihtch       princes  :  Their  aim  was  to  ^^r{\5i2At  Childebert  to  fend  his 
^r^'uw^-  mother  into  exile,  to  repudiate  his  wfe,  and  to  govera  the 
%lh9t  of   kingdom  by  their  advice ;  and,  if  in  this  they  could  not;pre- 
lUieims.    vail,  Septimina  undertook  to  poiibn  him.     Th^  queen,  tho\ 
flie  is  reprefented  as  a  woman  of  no  parts,  difcovered  this 
plot,  by  comparing  certain  expreflions  that  Septimina  let 
fall  ^.     The  king  caufed  the  conftable  to  be  put  to  the  tor- 
ture, .  when  he  accufed  Giles y  biihop  of  Rheimsy  as  being  the 
original  author  of  both  plots.     This  prelate,  being  feized,"^ 
was  brought  before  an  affembly  of  bifhops,  where  it  wa^ 
proved,  that  he  had  forged  grants,  and  correfponded  with' 
ChilperiCy  that  he  had  reprefented  queen  Brunehaut  in  his  let- 
ter   in  the  blackeft  light,  and,  in  one  of  his  letters,    faid 
plainly,  that,  without  cutting  the  root,  there  was  no  hopes' 
«       hi  feeing  the  branch  wither ;  and  that,  pretending  to  have  full 
powers  from  Childebert,  he  had  concluded  in  his  name,  but. 
\vithout  his  knowlege,  a  treaty  with  Chilperic  for  dethroning 
^outran.    The  bifliopg  were  unwilling  to  condemn,  and  jet 
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were  tinabk  to  acquit  him ;  they  defifedhemJghthavefomc 

flays  given  him  to  make  his  defence.    At  the  end  of  that  time, 

the  bifhop  told  them  plainly,  that  he  had  nothing  to  fay,  fp 

much  as  an  excufe  ;  that  he  bad  betrayed  the  king,,  abufed 

his  authority,  excited  all  the  confufipn  that  had  for   many 

years  happened  amongft  the  Franks  ;  ,and  had  no  merit  to 

plead,  but  freely  confeffing  himfelf  the  author  of  all  .thefe 

-fnifchiefs  ^.     Upon  this  he  was  degraded,  and  left  to   the 

king's  mercy,  wnobaniftied  him  to  Strajburgh,  and  allowed 

him  a  handfome  maintenance.     As   thefe  difcoveries  were 

made  by  the  other  criminals,  he  would  not  put  them  to. 

^eath,  but  deprived  them  of  their  employments,   and  fent 

them  into  baniftiment  ^, 

Fredegonde,  whofc  maxim  it  was  to  keep  Contran^^^^^^^k 
continually  employed,  excited  the  count  of  Bretagne  to  feize  e/^Gon- 
'Rennes  and  Nantes,  thpugh  thefe  towns  really  belonged  ip  ^^*"'  ^*^Z 
her  fon,  and  Gontran  entered  into  the  war  only  as  his  guar-  ^l^^^ 
^ian.     She  affifted  the  count  therein,  underhand,  in  fuch  a  ^^^^  ^^^ 
manner  that  much  blood  was^fpilt;    but  at  length  x\ix%  ^ueath^s 
count,  whofe  name  was  Warrqc^  was  conflralned  to  fubmit,  his  king^ 
and  to  acknowlege  himfelf  feudatory  to  the  fon  of  Chilperic^  dam  to 
While  {he  was  afting  this  double  part,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  Childe^ 
Bretons  and  the  king  of  Burgundy,  fhe  was,  likewife,  ma-  bcrt. 
naging  a  new  defign  againft  the  king  of  Aujirafia,  which 
failed ;  and  if  the  oiBcer,  intrufted  with  the  command  of 
Childeberfs  troopSf  had  done  his  duty,    fhe  had  paid  very 
Nearly  for  all  her  dark  intrigues.     Fpr,  being  sitTournay^ 
(he  caufed  three  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  city  to  be 
murdered  at  a  feaft  :    upon  which  the  people  rofe  in  a  tu- 
multuous manner,  and  fent  to  Childebert  for  affiftance,  which 
if  it  had  come  in  time  ftie  had  been  taken  prifoner  g.     This 
*  was  not  her  only  efcape ;  for  her  fon  falling  fick,  fhe  faw 
herfelf  in  extreme  peril :  on  which  fhe  had  recourfe,  as  her 
.C:uftom  was,  to  afts  of  devotion ;    and,  amongft  the  reflr, 
prevailed  upon  the  count  de  Bretagne  to  releafethe  Frank^ 
that  were  prifoners  in  her  dominions,  which  was  the  clear- 
^ft  proof  that  could  be  of  her  intereft  and  correfpondence 
yith  him.      The  child,  however,  recoyered,  and  fhe  went 
to  Paris  to  vifit  him.     She  renewed  her  follJcitations  from 
tbence  to  Gontran^  who  kept  his  court  at  Chalons,  befeech-?     . 
ing  him  to  perform  the  promife  he  had  made  her  fix  y4ars       ^ 
itiot^i  pi  b^ing  fponfor  at  her  fon's  baptifm ;  to  wl^ich,  af; 

«   Greg   Tur,  1.  ix.  c.  37.        ^  Fredec,  Chron.  Greg, 
Tnr.  1.  ix,  c.  38.  «  Aimon.  Q^eg.  Turoii.  1.x.  c-27, 

J JLEPE9.  Chron.        .    "^ 
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the  rcqncft  of  the  bUhops,   to  whom  he  could  refufe  no- 
thing, the  good  old  king  aflcnt^.     This  alarmed  the  court 
of  Aufirafta^  and  Childebert  immediately  difpatched  ambafla- 
dors  to  put  his  uncle  in  mind  of  the  engagements  fubflfling 
between  them  ^.    Contran  reminded  them  of  many  things 
done  by  his  nephew,  which  were  not  very  confift^t  with 
thofe  engagements,  particularly  the  furprizing  of  Soiffbris ; 
which  he  had  Juft  reafon  to  look  upon  as  an  invafion  of 
that  dignity,  which,  in  virtue  of  his  birth,  and  of  his  years,  ' 
he  was  entitled  to  among  the  Franks ;   but  added,  at  the 
&m&  time,  that  his  nephew  had  nothing  to  fear ;  that  he 
meant  to  perform  his  engagements  ftriftly ;  that  the  young 
prince  was  the  fba  of  his  brother';  and  that  he  could  not 
refufe  to  do  for  him  what  might  be  ^xpefted  by  any  lord 
of  his  houlhold.     He  affiftcd,  therefore,  at  the-cerempnyj 
.    and  gave  the  young  prince  th^  name  of  Clotajrey  adding, 
that  he  wifhedikipi  the  wifdom,  courage,  and  good  fortune 
of  his  grandfather,  whofe  name  he  bore.     He  afterwards 
entertained  him  at  his  own  table,    and,  having  made  the 
child  rich  prefents,  and  received  fome  from  him,  returned 
to  Chahns.     This  is  the  laft  event  recorded  by  Gregory  of 
Tours,  the  father  of  the  Fr^ncA  hiftory,    ^nd,  perhaps,  this 
is  the  reafon  that  we  know  nothing  of  .what  was  done  in  the 
two  laft  years  of  Qo/itran's  life,  who^  fome  would  have  us 
believe,  became  ^  monk ;  but  for  this  there  is  no  fufficient 
authority.     He  d^ceafed  at  Chalons,    on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  March,  in  tjie  year  five  hundred  ninety-three,  when  he 
he  had  reigned  $hirty-two,    and  lived  upwards  of  three- 
fcore  years  *. 
'Jfier  a        Childebert,  without  any  opppfitron,  fucceeded,  pur- 
^rouble*     f^ant  to  the  teftament  of  Gvntran,  to  his  dominions,  which 
rh^ld"*^"  comprehended  all  that  was  theiji  ftiled  Burgundy,  together 
b    t.  ^'     ^      ^^^  kingdom  of  Orleans,  the  beft  part  of  that  of  Paris, 
^/Auftrsu  ^^^  ^^^^  dependencies  ;  but  Soijfons  and  fome  other  places 
fia  dies  a  ^^^^  again  under  the  dominion  of  Clotaire,  to  whofe  territo^ 
ylo^ng         ries  they  of  right  belonged.    How  this  happened,  the  French 
9ta».         hiftory  no  where  informs  us ;  but  it  is  moft  likely  that  Fre^ 
degonde,  in  virtue  of  fome  intelligence  flie  had  in  thofe  pl^ces^ 
furprized  them,  fince  we  find  that  Childebert  immediately 
raifed  an  army,  and  entered  into  a  war  fo  recover  them  *^. 
The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Franks  were 
^ow  entirely  direfted  by  thefe  two  queens,,  who  mortally 
hated  each  other,  and  vfh^  willingly  facrificed  the  fubjefts  of 

*  GnEc.  Tur.  1.  X.  c.  28.  *  GcjftaRegum  Francoran^. 

fi^jED.  Chron,        ^  Gefta  Regun^  Francorum, C  36. 
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thisir  refpe^Ive  fons,  and  even  thofe  foos,  to  the  gratificadoa 
of  their  paffions.  The  forces  of  Childebert  were  very  nu- 
merous, commanded  by  two  generals,  Gondebaitd  and  Vin-^ 
trion^  whom  he  direfted  firft  to  recover  Soijfons^  and  theo 
to  purfue  Fredegonde  wherever  {he  retired  ;  To  as  to  deliver 
her  into  his  hands  alive  or  dead.  Fredegonde  little  regarded  . 
this  threat,  though  her  forces  were  much  inferio;-  to  the 
king  of  Aufirafia'%\  inftead,  therefore,  of  fhutting  herfelf 
in  any  fortrefs,  flie  marched  direftly  towards  the  enemy,  and 
furprized  them  near  Trouci,  on  the  little  river  Delette,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  Soijfons,  At  the  beginning  of  the  ac«^ 
tion,  /he  pafled  between  the  ranks  with  her  fon,  intreated 
the  foldiers  to  defend  their  prince,  and  affured  them  of  his 
^d  her  gratitude  ^  The  faft  is  in  itfelf  very  extraordinary; 
but  the  hiftorian,  who  thought  to  heighten  it,  by  afTuring 
ps,  that  Clotaire  was  then  at  his  mother's  breafl:  ",  h^s  orily 
(deftroyed  his  own  credit,  iince  the  youn£  '  ing  was  then  ii| 
the  tenth  year  of  his  age.  After  a  long  and  bloody  engage- 
ment, the  Auftrafians  were  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  thirty 
fhoufaqd  men.  We  are  not  fold  what  lofs  the  army  of 
Fredegonde  fuftained;  but  it  muft  have  been,  in  all  likelihood, 
very  great ;  fince  we  find  Ihe  lay  quiet  for  two  years,  de- 
pending on  the  div^rfions  Ihe  excited  by  the  Bretons  on  on^ 
fide,  and  the  VarneSy  a  barbarous  nation,  who  poffeff^d  the 
country  about  Leyden,  on  the  other.  Againft  the  count  of 
Bretagne  Childebert  fent  the  flower  of  his  forces,  to  whom 
the  count  gave  battle ;  in  which  both  parties  behaved  witji 
^ual  bravery,  and  with  equal  fuccefs ;  by  which  the  two 
armies  yrere  fo  much  weakened,  that  the  war  was  for  the 
prefent,  fufpended.  Childebert  was  more  fortunate  againft 
the  Famesy  whom  he  not  only  reduced,  but  extirpated  ;  fo 
that,  from  this  time,  they  ceafed  to  be  a  nation,  or  at  leaft 
we  meet  with  nothing  more  of  them  in  hiftory.  In  a  Ihort 
fpace  after  this  viftory,  Childebert  breathed  his  laft,  in  the  . 
twenty- fixth  year  of,  his  age,  and  the  twentieth  of  his 
reign  ".  His  queen  did  not  furvive  him  long  ;  and  as  this  -  j.  ^ 
threw  the  government  entirely  into  the  hands  of  Brunehaut,  '  !^'  ^ 
jbme  have  charged  her  with  poifonjng  them  both ;  but  as  this 
is  deftitute  of  evidence  on  one  fide,  fo  it  is;  highly  improbable 
pn  the  other. 

Theodobert   was  declared  king  of  Aujiraftay  being  Fredc- 
then  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age  ;  and  Thierri^  who  was  gonde  aft 

in  his  tenth,  was  fent  to  refide  ^t  Orleans,  with  the  tide  of ''Ti^*" 

bltjbing 

^  Fredbg.  CJiron.  c.  14.  Pi^vL.  Diacon.  l.iv.  c.4.    »Fre- 
BEQ.  ^hxon.  c.  36. 


her  fin  &iog  of.  Burgttfufy,  haTing  the  bifhop  of  Aufun  for  his  goi 
Clotsure  vemor,  and  (7tfnwr  for  the  mayor  of  his*  palace.  Brune- 
II.  iUs  in  f^y^  refided  lyith  her  ddcft  grandfon  at  Mct% ;  notwith- 
f^acf*  ftanduig  v*ich,  (he  governed  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy^  ag 
appears  by  letters,  fall  of  compliments,  written  to  her*  by 
pope  Gregory  the  Greqty  with  the  moft  abfoltite  power  \ 
A.D.597.  Fredegonde  wonld  not  fofFer  fo  remaricable  an  event,  as  the 
death  ofChildehert,  to  pafs,  without  taking  fame  advantage  : 
having,  by  her  arts,  raMedfome  ^Bftnrbances  on  the  fide 
rf  Itafy,  and  engaged  the  Abares  to  threaten  Attftrafta 
with  an  invafion,  me,  with  the  beft  body  of  troops  fhe  was 
able  to  bring  into  the  field,  made  herfelf  miftrefs  qf  PnrU^ 
and  fome  other  places  of  cpnfequence  on  the  Seine.  Em- 
nehautf  though  fhe  loved  not  w^r,  could  not  be  a  tame 
fpcdsLtor  of  fuch  an  aftionas  thisj  and  therefore  direft- 
fid  the  beft  part  of  the  forces  in  Aajirafia  to  begin  their 
march  for  Paris.  It  was  not  the  cuftoni  of  Fredegonde  to. 
jgive  her  enemies  time  to  find  her;  fhe'  marched  without 
jdelay  to  meet  tl^e  troops  qf  her  rival^  and  gave  them  a  total 
defeat.  What  the  confcquences  might  have  been  of  this  fc- 
cond  viftory,  gained  by  a  priqoefs  of  fo  aftive  and  fb  en-, 
terprifing  a  fpirit,  we  can  only  conjefture;  but,  in  all  pro- 
bability, fhe  would  have  pufhed  her  good  fortune,  at' the 
.expence  of  Brunehaut  at  leaft,  if  not  of  her  grand-chil- 
tdren,  if  fhe  had  not  been  prevented  by  death,  when  fhe 
had  governed  her  hurtai][d  an4  her  fon  for  near  thirty 
years  ^  (I). 

«  Paul.  Diacon.  1.  iv.  c.  12.  9  FR,EnEG.  Ciiron.  c.  27* 

Yjefla  Regum  Francorom. 

(I)  We  have  alteady  fpoken  ii^  fo  ihong  alight  as  the  cafe 

t>f  the  chara^er  of  Fredegonde,  of  Pretextatuj  bifhop  of  i^««r. 

ftud,  in  the  coorfe  of  the  hifto-  It  has  been  mentioned  in  the 

jy,  of  the  many  execrable  ac-  text,  that  he  married  Mero<veus 

tioQS  of  which  fhe  was  guilty,  to  Brunehaut,  and  that  for  this 

at  lead    with  which   fhe  was  he  was  banifhed  by  Cbilperic, 

charged.    There  remain,  how-  after  whofe  death  he  was  reftor- 

cver,  fome  things  neccfFary  to  ed  by  Gontran  (3).    This  pre- 

befaidhere.    That  (he  was  a  late,  as  he  officiated  at  the  al- 

woman  of  flrong  paflions,  and  tar  on  the  Lord's  Day,    was 

capable,  under  their  influence,  flabbed,    widiotit  any    of  'his 

of  doing  the  wickedeft  adions>  clergy  inCerpofing  to  ftop  the 

is  certain,  if  there  be  any  faith,  afTaffin.     As  foon  as  he  came 
due  to  hiitory.   Amongft  thefe,  ^  home,  Fredegonde  «ventto:aake 
'    there  is  none  that  can  fhew  her  *  him  a  vlfit,  ^  accompanied  by 

(3)  fiadrisni  VfiUJii  gefia  Fraacomn^ 

fcvcrrf 
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By  the.  death  rf  her  rival,  Brunehautkemcd  to  liave  aiu  Brnnc- 
tained,   npt  only  to.  the  height  of  her  hopes,,   but  of  herl^aut,  ly 
TOflies,     She  w^,  undoubtedly  a  priucefs  endowed  with  ^^J"  ^'^^ 
many  great  qHalities^  but.thefe  were  diminifhed  by  a  variety  ^f^^jmiua^ 
hi  foibles  ;    and^  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  hiftory,  tho*y^  ^^'^'J 
in  beauty,   behaviour,  and  converfation,  Ihe  might  exceed  »  ^^^ 
Fredegonie^   yet  in  point  of  penetration,  folidity  of  judg-^^^,^^ 
iment,   and  fteadinefe  in  aftion^    ihe  was  much  inferior   toTheodo- 
her.    Heif  condudl  in  Auftrafiay    and  in  the  diredion  of  bert. 

Burgundy^ 


leveral  lorAi,  and  told^  him, 
how  glad  ihe  ihould  be  to  fee 
the  crigainal  apprehended^ 
*^  The  criminal,  laid  the  bi- 
•*  (hop,  is  no  other  than  the 
*•  perfon  who  has  fiHcd  the 
**  •  whole  kingdom'^  with  crimes^ 
'^*  who  has  murdered  kings, 
^*  and  fhed  rivers  of  innocent 
*•  blood,  '^  The  queen  pre- 
tended not  .to  underitaind  him, 
biit  offered  her  phyficians; 
which  fo  provoked  the  dying 
bifliop,  that  he  told  her^  "  You 
^••are  yonrfelf  the  perfbu'who. 
^  caufedtaetobc  aflaflinated, 
**  who  have  been  pradifed  in 
^*  the  blackeH.  crimes,  who  in 
**  this  world  will  be  univerfal- 
*«  ly  curfcd,  and  feverely  pu- 
**  nilhed^in  the  next.*'  One  of 
the  lords  who  accompanied  her 
took  the  liberty  of  faying,  that 
fuch  enormous  crimes  ought  to 
be  enquired  into  with  aU  the 
ilri^nefs  poi&ble,  and  paniihed 
in  the  mofl  exemplary  manner. 
This  lord  did  not  live  to  return 
home ;  for  the  queen  inviting 
him  to  take  a  collation  with 
her,  he  was  poifoned  in  the  firH 
mor&l  he  eat,  and  died  in  an 
hour  (4),  Gontran  fent  com- 
ihii&oiiers  tO  enquire  intothe  bi- 
ihop's  murder ;  bac  ihe  had  the 
addrefs  to  gain  the  nobility  to 

(4)1.  Grf^.  ^u*u  I.  vUii  c.  31. 
(6j  Greg,  Aiagn,  Efifi*  i,  JX.  ^.  5 1, 


declare   againft    this    as    the- 
effeds  of  Gomtrati%  ambition, 
and  as    an  intrufion  on    the 
rights  of  their  king  (j).     She 
caufed  a   flave,  hbwever,    to 
be   apprehended,    who   adltt- 
ally  killed  the  biihop,   and, 
after  chafHiing  him  feverely* . 
delivered  him  up  to  the  ne«  ^ 
phew  of  that  prelate,  whocauf*  . 
ed  him  to  be  put  to  the  tor«> 
ture  :  on  which  he  confefled^ 
that  Fredigmde    gave  him  an 
hundred  ihillings,  that  Melati'^  < 
tins  gave  him  fifty,  and  the 
archdeacon  fifty  more.     This 
Meiantius  had  intruded  himfelf 
into  the  bifiiopric    of    Rouen, 
when  Pretextatus  was  baniihed  ^ 
and  this  \try  man,   notwith^ 
ilanding    this    charge,   Freils^ 
gonde  made  bifhop  again  in  his 
room  (6).     By  the  way,  it  will' 
not  be  amifs  to  mention,  that 
the  bifhop  of  Bateuxt  as  foon . 
as  he  was  informed  of  the  fa£fc» 
caufed  all  tht;  churches  in  Roueti 
to  be  fhut  up,  and  forbid  the 
celebration  of   divme  fervice, 
till  fuch  time  as  this  fa£b  ihould 
be  enquired  into,  which  fome 
think  is  the  firft  inilance  of  an 
interdi£l  (7),     Another  iingu-^ 
lar  iofiance  of  her  paflion  and 
appetite  to  vengeance  occurs  in,  * 
her  condu6i  towards  her  daugh- 

(5)  HadrUni  VaUfii  Gefis  FrdrnforPth 
(7J  MiP^  de  If.  par  li  JP^G*  DatthU  ■ 

ter 
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Burgundy,  for  fame  time,  was  truly  laudable ;  fhe  quieted 
the  Abares  by  prefents ;  fhe  renewed  the  treaty  of  peac^ 
with  the  Lombards  ;  and  feemed  to  have  nothing  fo  much 
at  heart  as  preferving  their  dominions  in  perfcft  peace,  till 
her  grand-children  were  of  age  to  govern  themfelvcs  ^ 
This  may  be  called  the  right  fide  of  her  adndniftration  • 
but  there  was  alfo  a  wrong :  fhe  governed  abfolutely,  raif- 
ed  and  difgraced  whom  fhe  pleafed,  and,  inflead  of  cul- 
tivating the  genius  of  Theodobert,  if  he  had  any,  took  pains 
to  amufe  him,  and  none  at  all  to  infbiid  him.  She  pufhed 
this  fo  far  as  to  fufFer  him  to  marry  a  flave  of  his  father's,^ 
who  was  young  and  handfotne,  but  "Wthout  parts  or  edu- 
cation. In  procefs  of  time,  as  will  be  always  the  cafe, 
where  virtue  aiid  honotir  are  tiot  the  batfis  of  policy,  her 
arts  proved  fatal  to  herfelf.  The  confort  of  Theodohert  had 
a  great  deal  of  affability  and  good  nature,  by  which  fhe 
gained  the  heart  entirely  of  the  young  kin^,  and  rendered 
herfelf  a  fit  inftrument  for  the  ambitious  nobility ;  who  told 
'  her,  fhe  had  great  talents  for  government,  and,  as  may  be' 
eafily  believed,  fhe  was  was  quickly  inclined  to  take  their 
words  for  it.    By  their  pcrfuafion,    fbd  undermined  the 

^  Fredeg.  Chrort.  clp.  fg. 

ter  tiie  princefs  Rigunthe^  who,  lid  of  k  upoi^  hef,    and  hal 

after  her  return  to  Parts,  did  broke  het  neck,  i<i  upon    her 

not  lead  the   life   of  a  veflal ;  ilruggles,  fome  of  her  attend- 

.  for  which  being  reproved  by  ance  had  not  come  in,  ftnd  ref-^ 

Fredegonde^  flie  reproached  Her  cued  the  princefs  (8).  With  ail 

with  the  fiieannefs  of  her  birth,  her  vices,    and  with   all  her' 

The  mother  pretending  to  re-  crimes,  Ihe  was  a  woman  of  a 

Golle6l  herfelf,  told  her,  it  was  furprizitte  and  fulperior  genius, 

againft  both  their  interefts  to  bold  without  being  ram,  anct 

fUffer,  and  to  expofe  each  o-  fhewed  great  fifnlA^s  without 

tiier  ;  that  tho*  ihe  had  formerly  obilinacy  (9).    At  the  time  of, 

given  her  immenfe  wealth,  mo(E  her  demife  fhe  Was  upWardsof 

of  which  was  loft,  yet  (he  had  fifty ;  her  corpfe  Was  interred  itf 

itill  fomething  to  beflow;  and  the  church  then  ftiled  St.  Fin- 

carrying  her  into  her  cabinet,  cent,  now  St.  Germain  des  Presi, 

opened  a  large  coffer,  out  of  .Where  her  tomb  is  f!ill  pr<(ferv- 

which  Ih^    took    many    rich  ed,  with  her  figure  in  Mofmei 

tfiings.     At  lenjgth,    as  if  fhe  as  the  infcription  fays;  but  this 

lead  been  weary,   fhe  bid  Ri-  is  not  altogether  certain^  fincef 

gunfhe  g9  and  take  what    fhe  the  infcription  is  much  more^ 

S leafed.   Ffedigonde,  feemg  her  modern  than  the  pidure  (i)^ 
ead  in  the*  trunk,  pulled  the         , 

(8)  Gng,  Tuf^  U  ik.  e,  34.  (9)  Nwwtlle  WJhin  dt  France,  psr  Hi. 

Uuit  li  GittJre.  (2]  F.  Danuh 

^ucenj 
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queei^-dowager  in  Theotbbcrfs  opinion,  and  uponfome  coni'' A.D.codii 
motions,  occafioned  by  the  death  df  duktFintrion,  with  which 
Brunehaut  was  charged,  fhe  engaged  the  king  to  tonfent  to 
hft  being  baniihed.  Upon  which  flie  withdrew  into  the 
dominions  of  Thkrriy  king  of  BurgUhdy^  by  whoni  flie  was 
very  kindly  received  \ 

It  might  have  been  estpeftfcd,  tha£  her  firft  care  ^would  She  pre- 
have  been  to  have  infpired  her  grandfon,  and  his  minifters,  'vaihiuttb 
who  were  fitmly  attached  to  hei*,  with  a  warm  fenfe  of  the  Thierri, 
indignity  that  had  been  offered  her ;    but,  from  whatever  ^'V  ^f 
motive  it  arofe,  (he  purfued  a  quite  contrary  conduft.     She  ^"""g""- 
palliated,  in  the  beft  manner  flic  was  able,  what  had  hap-  ^V^* 
pened  at  Metz^    and,  inftead  of  exciting  jealoufies  or  mif-  ^q^^ 
underflandings  between  the  brothers,  flie  engaged  Thierti  jairc  ^h^ 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  PariSf    and  other  places  on  the  is  alfi  at- 
S^incy  which  had  been  torn  from  their  family,  on  the  death  tacked  fy 
of  their  father ;   and  procured  ffom  Reccared^  king  of  theTheodo*- 
Vijigothsi  a  ftrong  body  of  auxiliaries.     This  meafure  was  b«t. 
fo  acceptable  to  Theodobert^  that  he  likewife  raifed  a  nume- 
rous army,  and,  having  joined  the  king  of  Burgundy ^  they 
marched  direftly  into  the  territories  of  Chtaire.      That 
monarch,  remembering  his  former  viftories,  moved  with  his 
forces  to  give  them  battle  '.     Their  armies  engaged  near 
the  village  of  Dormeille,  in  the  Senonois ;  and  perhaps  hi-  '  ^^^ 
ftory  has  fcarce  recorded  an  inftance  of  fuch  young  cap- 
tains ;  for  the  age  of  the  three  kings,  taken  together,  did 
not  exceed  forty.     The  difpute  was  obftinate  and  bloody, 
but  the  two  brothers  were  viftors  in  the  end,  the  army  of 
Vlotaire  being  almoft  entirely  cut  to  pieces.     It  was  with 
fome  difficulty  that  he  retired,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
Ks  forces,  to  Mehtn^  and  from  thence  to  Paris.    He  halted 
there  but  for  a  very  fliort  time  j  and,  finding  himfelf  vigo- 
roufly  purfued,  chofe  for  his  retreat  the  foreft  of  Sretagne, 
where  his  grandfather  Chtaire  the  firft  had  withdrawn  from 
the  furyof  his  two  brothers.    His  forces  were  fo  weak  and 
fo  fatigued,  that  he  forefaw,  if  he  was  attacked  in  -his  re- 
trenchments, they  muft  be  defeated  and  deftroyed  ».    He 
lent,  therefore,  to  his  couflns  id  demand  peace;  and  though 
fhe  terms  they  prefcribed  took  from  him  the  beft  part  of  his 
dominions,  and  left  him  a  yery  precarious  tenure  in  the  reft, 
yet  he  found  k  neceflkry  to  fubmit,  and  remained,  for  fome 
tkne^  a  quaet  fpeSator  of  their  endeavours  to  extend  the 
dominions  of  the  Frmks  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  oa 

^  Gefta  Regum  Francomm,  c.  36.  .  f  Fredbg,  Chron* 
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bne  frontia:,  aod  by  puftiing  the  fierce  nation  of  Gafcons  ort 
the  other  ^     Plis  indignadon  was,  however,  never  the  le(s, 
from  the  want  of  an  opportunity  to  let  it  appear.     Frede* 
gonde  had  taken  due  care  of  his  education,  and  had^nflruA* 
ed  him  herfdf  in  the  art  of  government ;  and,  particularly; 
advifed  him  to  command  his  army  in  perfon,  to  hear  hi& 
xniniilers  with  patience,  but  to  take  his  own  meajfures,  and 
to  obferve,  with  the  greateft  diligence,  the  caufes  of  his  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  fources  of  his  difappointments,  recommending- 
to  him  above  all  things  a  fettled  temper  of  mind,  equally 
fuperior  to  the  fmiles  and  to  the  frowns  of  fortune. 
jf  fecond       The  conduft  of  Brunehant  had  never  been  extremely  re- 
Hjoar  he-    gular  ;  but  this  great  flow  of  profperity  induced  her  to  thro^ 
tween       off*  all  reftraint,  and  to  make  ufe  of  that  plenitude  of  powers 
tbofi     ^  which  was  now  in  her  pofleflSon,  to  gratify  her  dcfires  of 
^^^f^f*  '*  every  kind.  .She  remembered  the  miftakc  fhe  made  ^tMetz; 
Clo4ire    ^^  permitting  Theodohert  to  marry,  when  he  was  fo  very 
m)as  <ven  Y^^'^S »  ^^  thought  tocorreft  this,  by'hindering  Thierri  from 
near  being  marrying  at  all ;  but  (he  laid  no  reftraint  upon  his  pkafures; 
undone,      fo  that  by  feveral  miftrefles  h^  had  tliree  natural  fons,  wfaidi 
fo  balanced  the  credit  of  their  refpeftive  mothers,  that  the 
old  queen  had  nothing  to  fear.     She  caft  her  eyes   oq  a 
young  nobleman,  whofc  name  was  Pr^tade^  and  whofe  dif- 
pofition  nearly  refembled  her  own,  with  a  handfomeperfon, 
and  air  the  accompliflaujents  of  a  court,  great  addre&,  and 
boundlefs  ambition,  which  fhe  endeavoured  to  gratify,  by^ 
making  him  mayor  of  the  palace ;  from  whence  the  fcandal 
of  thofe  times  inCnuated*  he  was  her  gaUanc.    But'  therd' 
was  a  great  obflacle  in  the  way  of  his  prefbrment.     Berfo^ 
tdde^  a  man  in  years,  of  great  virtue  and  diftlnguHhed  va^ 
lourj  was  in  pofTeffion  of  this  employment,  and  could  no^ 
be  removed  ".    However,    a  pretence  being  found  to  fend" 
him  to  the  frontiers,  Protade  performted  the  funftlons  of  hisf 
efEce  in  hls' abfence.    Cktaife^  who  had  exaft  informatioa 
of  aU  that  paflcd,   thought  he  had'  now  a  favourable  op^' 
portunity  of  (\xv^mr%-  Beftoald^^  and  of  making  a  great 
imprefllon  on  the  kingdom-  of  Burgundy.   Withr  this  view* 
he  fefnt  duke  Landri,    and  witb  him  his  fan  prince  M^rv^ 
veUSy  though  he  was  then  biit  in^  the  fifth  year  of  hb  ag^* 
^thinftruftions  to^urpfiste^ff^oxi/^,  who  had  butafaiail 
guard,    and  then  to  march  direfliiy  toOrkdns^  where-  h& 
knew  there  were  nvany  malecontents.      Landri  did  afl  he" 
could,  and  indeed  all  that  couM  be  expefted,  bm  fuccecd* 
cd  in  neither.    Bertoalde  made  his  efcape,  and  threw  him- 

^  FaBD.Cl^ron.  c.ao;        "  OeftaRegum  Franconim^  c.  57. 
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k\i\ntodriedAsi  which  he  gallantly  defended,  till  bis  mafter 
ThierH  came  with  a  patent  army  to  his  relief'^.  The  war^  was 
carried  on  the  next  fpring  with  great  vigour;  the  king  of 
Burgundy  at  length  forcing  Landri  to  a  battle,  ndir  EJtampes, 
in  the  beginning  df  Which  BertodUe  having  difcofrercd  the 
intrigues  of  the  old  queen,  in  a  fit  of  defpair  threw  away  A.  D. 
his  life,  and  at  the  fame  timS  opened  a  path  to  viftory  for  604. 
his  urigrateful  matter,  ivhich  Thierri  fo  Well  improved,  that 
Landri*^  army  was  entirely  beaten^  the  unfortufaate  Mt^roveus 
furrounddd,  ^rid,'as  Cletaire  belifevfcd,  of-  aflfeftcd  to  believe, 
toaffacred,  td  gratify  the  hatred  of  Brunehaut.  Thierri  marched 
©n  to  PdriSf  fully  bent  on  the  deftruftion  of  his  coufin, 
•which  appeared  indeed  inevitable ;  fo^^  Theodobert  had  in- 
vaded his  dominions  on  the  other  fide,  and  the  two  armies 
were  on  the  very  point  of  engaging,  when  the  news  of  thel 
battle  of  Eftampes  arrived,  and  produced  a  very* wonderful 
fcflfeft.  Theodobert  became  of  a  fudden  jealous  of  His  brother's 
fuccefs,  and  offered  Chtaire  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  he  rea- 
dily accepted ;  and,  being  thus  delivered  from  all  ftar  of 
danger  on  that  /Ide,'  he  quickly  obliged  the  kidg  of  Bur- 
gundy to  liften  alfo  to  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  thus, 
tery  unexpeftedly,  the  nation  of  the  Franks  was  again  bleflcd 
with  peace  \ 

THiEkRi,  who  wanted  not  abilities,  was  cxtremdly  pro^Th 
Yoked  at  his  brother's  behaviour,  and  furmifed  many  thifagS  hi  conitaty  ti 
relation  to  the  peace  at  Compeigney  which  had  refcued  Chtaire*^*  '^*^ 
but  of  their  hands.     Bhinehaut,  who,  tho*  ftie  bad  long  dif-  f  fir«o«* 
fembled,  never  foi-gave  the  infult  received  ftbiA  Theodobert  ^^^^  "   . 
tod  his  minifters,  did  not  fail  to  hcighteri  the  king  of  Bur^  'tTa  Spt^ 
gundy'stdkntments;  and,  itisfeid,  wentfofiar,  as  toafluire^jfli^^I 
him  that  Theodobert  was  not  the  ion  of  king  Childebert,  but  ofcefs*  ha 
a  gardener,  and  impofed  upon  th^t  prince  to  anfwer  fome  that  queen 
i>articular  purpofes^".     The  war  beihg  declared,  the  Vln^preventt 
took  the  field  with  a  very  tiumetous  army,  commanded  under  ^he  celt- 
him  by  Protade  his  mayor  of  the  pabce.     The  nobility  of  braticn  ^/ 
Burgundy  in  general  difappfovtd  this  War  highly ;  and  when  '^^  *^''* 
the  armies  drew  near  each  other  they  dealt  very  plainly  with  ''*^'* 
the  king,  and  ddvlfcd  him  inftead  of  fightitig  to  treat  With 
king  Thiodnherty  (vast  it  Would  be  an  impious  as  well  as  im'^ 
|>oIitic  aftion  tb  ftied  the  blood  of  the  Franks  on  both  fides,     A-  I>. 
tnerely  to  gratify  the  pride  of  an  ambitious  miniftar^  and  the     605** 

"^  FitfiDEft,  Chron.  c.  24.         *  HAoaiAiii  Valeiii  j^efta 
Francarum,  tom.  ii.  r  Frebeg.  Ghron.  ci;*    tAtu. 
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ragt  of  his  Imperiops  miftrefs.  When  the  king  would  hear 
i^tbiagy  the  foldiers  furrotinded  the  tent  where  the  mayor 
of  the  {»lace  was  playing  at  chefs  with  the  king's  phyficiaa, 
in  Thierri*s  prefence ;  upon  which  that  monarch  ordered  one  oiF 
the  Ico-ds  c^  his  court  to  go  and  pacify  the  troops,  by  alTuriog 
them  that  he  would  pay  a  proper  refpeA  to  their  remonftran- 
ces :  he  thought  proper^  however,  to  deliver  quite  another 
meflage,  afluring  the  forces  that  the  king  did  not  enter  intQ 
their  quarrel  with  Protade,  but  left  him  to  their  difpofal ; 
on  which  they  entered  immediately,  and  cut  him  to  pieces  *, 
Tbierri  faw  now  the  neceffity  of  a  peace,  which  was  eafily 
concluded,  and  in  th#  room  dF  the  late  unhappy  favourite, 
Claudius^  who  was  alfo  a  Gaul  by  defcent,  and  a  man  of  abi' 
Uties  and  honour,  was  raifed  to  the  poft  of  mayor  of  the 
palace.  He  very  honeftly  reprefcnted  to  his  matter,  that  it 
was  time  for  him  to  reform  the  diferders  of  his  court,  and  to 
make  choice  of  fome  princefs  of  equal  birth  for  his  queen,  to 
yhich  TAiVrri  readily  confented,.  and,  at  his  perfuafion,  de- 
manded the  daughter  of  Wf/^w,  king  o£  the  Fifigoths,  whom 
he  obtained,  upon  condition  that  his  ambafladors  fhould 
fwear  that  this  princefs  fhould  never  be  degraded  fr<»n  her 
dignity  *.  Brunehaut^^  who  could  not  prevent  the  naarriage 
from  being  concluded,  had  the  addrefs  to  hinder  it  frcan 
l)eing  confummated,  or  even  celebrated,  by  engaging  the 

•  r  king'sMertogivehimadiftaftetothe^/anj/i&princeS;  who, 

after  bearing  a  great  deal  of  ill  ufage  for  a  full  year,  was  fea| 
home  upon  fome  frivolous  pretence,  which  irritated  the  kiog' 
of  the  Vifigoths  to  the  laft  degree.  .He  endeavoured  to  n^^o- 
tiate.  a  league  vnxixClotairef  Tbiodoierty  and  the  king  (^tfae 
Lombards;  but  Brun^baut,  by  a  dextrous  diftribution  of 
prefents,  and  coining  a  mttltitvide  of  plaufibl&  excufes,  parr 
ry*d  this  blow,  and  preferved  the  kingdom  in  peace,  that  k 
with  r^rd  to  other  nations,  for  otherwife  Tbierri  W93  £ur 
from  enjoying  quiet  at  home  K  His  fubjeAs  m  general  wer^ 
,  )iighiy  difllatisfied,  and  fome  of  the  clergy  expoftulated  M^ith 
him  very  freely.  Amongft  thefe  was  Dtdier  bilhop  of  Vienne, 
who  was  fooft  after  afTafltnated^  either  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  BrunebauiyOX  by  thofe  who  thought  it  would  be  accept- 
^We  to  her.    The  famous  Iryb  abbot  Colom^anus,  who  ha4 

^^'    the  reputation  of  berog  a  faint  and  a  prophet,  was  ordered 

■    7'      to  depart  the  kingdom,  and  to  return  to  his  own  country,'  foi 
baring  reproached  the  queett  in  very  rude  terms ;  and  very 

*  *  Fremc^rij  Chron.  c.  77.  ^  Seethe  HiHoryof 
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probably  had  not  efcaped  fo  well,  if  his  credit  with  the  people 
had  not  been  raifed  to  fuch  a  pitchy  that  the  taking  away  bis 
life  might  have  occafioned  public  confiifion  c. 

We  have  before  obferved  that,  in  the  divifion  of  ClAlde*  Theodo- 
b]trf%  dominions,  fom^  dUtrifts  were  detached  from  the  king-  bcrt  t$ 
dom  of  Auftrajiay  and  added  to  that  of  Burgundy:  thek ^^attnifg 
Theodobert  now  demanded  by  an  embafly,  and  Thierri  pre-  ^*^^  ^^'- 
pared  to  defend  them  by  force  of  arms.    The  nobility  of '^'^f^  '^^ 
both  kingdoms  were  avene  to  a  war,  and  conftrained  the  ^o  a     JL 
kings  to  confent  to  a  conference,  attended  by  an  equal  ^^'^'  or^  of 
ber  of  troops  \  but  Theodoberty  by  a  fcandaloHs  breach  of  his  Brunc-     * 
faith,  brbught  double  the  number,  and  compelled  his  brother  haut,  and 
to  accept  of  what  terms  he  pleafed.    Inftead  of  extinguilhing,  is  after* 
this  heightened  the  flame^  for  Thierri  was  bent  upon  revenge;  tvardt 
Imd  his  nobility  conceiving  that  he  had  right  on  his  fide,  con-  nturdered^ 
curred  in  his  defign  of  dctag  Mmfelf  juftice  by  the  fword  <*.  "^'f^  ^^' 
One  obftacle  remained;  Chtaire  had  many  caufes  of  complaint,  ^^^dre^. 
und  was  not  likely  to  let  flip  fofair  an  opportunity  of  mend- 
ing his  condition;  it  Was  therefore  neceflary  to  fecure  him 
by  a  negotiation,  and  upon  a  promife  to  reftore  to  him  whae 
Imd  been  taken  when  the  vt^  (hould  be  over^  he  confented 
to  a  neutrality.   Thierri  then  invaded  Ai^firajia  with  a  numcr* 
ous  armiyi  commanded  by  aU  the  great  lords  of  Burgundy. 
He  puflied  his  conquefts  as  far  as  Tml  before  he  ;net  with  his 
htoi^tic  Theodoberf%  army;  but  there,  believing  he  had  an 
Advantage,  the  king  of  Atfirafid  attacked  him  with  great 
tigour.    The  difpute  was  very  obftinate,  but  in  the  end 
the  king  of  Buirgundy  gained  a.  complete  viAory;  in  confe* 
quence  of  which  he  became  mafler  of  Metz,  and  compelled 
his  brother  to  take  (helter  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine  ^•,    The 
place  Theodobert  chofe  for  his  retreat  was  Cologne^  where  he 
laboured  to  form  a  new  army  out  of  his  German  fubjefts ;  and 
In  a  fiiort  fpace  of  time  he  accompliihed  it,  vaft,  numbers  of 
Saxonsy  TburingiatiSy  and  pthet  nations,  fubjef):  or  tributary 
to  his  crown,  repairing  to  his  ftandards.    Thierri  alfo  having 
recruited  his  viftwious  army,  penetrated  the  foreft  of  Arden^ 
and  encamped  at  Tolbiac,  where  Theodobert,  who  believied 
Ihat  his  advantage  lay  in  bring  the  aggreflbr,  endeavoured  to 
furprize  him.     The  forces  of  Thierri  received  thofe  whom 
they  ftiled  barbarians  with  great  intrepidity,  and  havihg 
fiood  the  firft  fhocfc,  broke  and  defeated  them..   Theodobert 
(indeavdured  to  make  his  efcape  by  paillng  the  Rhine,  bu€ 

^  JoftAs  in  vita  S.  Colamb'ani.  ^  Dv  Cks^mi,  torn,  ir 
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he  was  taken  and  cjlrried  to  Cologne y  where  his  brother  treated 
him  with  the  utxnod  inhumanity,  and,  after  ftripping  him  of 
all  marks  of  fovereign  dignity,  fent  him  to  his  grandmother 
ziChahnSy  but  caufed  his  fon  iWif r(?T;^/,  tho'achild,  to  be 
put  to  death  upon  the  fpot ;  and  fcHne  fay  another  likewife, 
A.D.612.  whofe  name  was  Clotaire  ^.     Brunehaut  had  no  fooner  Thech 
dohert  in  her  hands,  than  fhe  ordered  him  to  be  fliaved ;  but 
fufpefling  afterwards  that  he  might  make  his  efcape,  and 
,      believing  herfelf  fecure  of  governipg  both  kingdoms  if  they 
remained  to  Thierrt^  (he  ordered  the  unfortunate  king  oi  Ju- 
ftrafia  to  be  put  to  death,  who  was  not  then  above  twenty- 
feven  years  of  age  *.  ' 

tri    A    r       Clotaire,  king  of  5(?5/&«x,  forefeeing  that  Tiierri,  proud 
fV^r     ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  viftory,  and  relying  on  the  great  acquifition  that  he 
^^^^"^"^  had  made,  would  infallibly  refufe  to  comply  with  his  pro- 
mftrahle  "^^^®»  ^hought  it  both  the  fureft  and  the  wifeft  way  to .  take 
fate  of      poflefiion  of  what  had  been  configned  to  him  before  his  re- 
queen  Bra-  turn  from  his  expedition,  which  he  accordingly  did.     It 
nehaut.     appeared  from  the  event  that  he  had  formed  a  right  judg- 
ment j  for  Thierriv/KS  no  fooner  acquainted  with  it  than  he 
flifpatched  certain  perfons  to  fummon  him  to  withdraw  his 
forces  out  of  the  places  he  had  feized,  and,  in  cafe  he  refufed, 
to  declare  war.     Clotaire,  who  expefted  this,  was  prepared; 
and  believing  it  better  to  fight  for  the  whole  than  for  a  part, 
aflembled  the  whole  forces  of  his  dominions,  and  refolved  to 
to  give  Thierri  battle  ^«     That  monarch,  who  flattered  him- 
felf  with  the  hopes  of  becoming  the  lord  of  all  France,  began 
his  march  with  the  whole  forces  of  Aufirafia  and  Burgundy^ 
but  in  paiEng  by  Met%  he  was  feized  with  a  dyfentery,  of 
which  he  died  in  a  few  days,  in  thd  twenty-fixth  year  of  his 
age^  and  the  feventeenth  of  his  reign  ^  (K).     Brunehaut  ap- 
peared 


^  Gefia  Regum  Francomm.  cap.  xxxviii.    Fredec*  Chroo. 
«  Dv  Chesne,  torn.  i.  p.  S57.  ^  Gcfta  Kegam  Fran- 

coram,  cap.  xxxix.  ^  Fredeg*  Chron,  cap<  xxxix. 


(K)  AtthetimeofT'^^tfi^r/'s  terms  how  much  it  would  tar- 
death,  and  the  de(hu£Uon  of  nifh  his  reputation,  if,  in  the 
his  family,  we  are  told  that  fight  of  the  world,  he  fhould  be 
7hkrrivj2i&  fo  exceedingly ftruck  guilty  of  fo  fl^rant  an  aft  of 
with  the  beauty  of  Berthoain^  mceft,  and  how  much  his  per- 
that  he  was  inclined  to  marry  fon  and  authority  mi^ht  be  ex«- 
her,  which  alarmed  his  grand-  pofed  by  taking  to  his  bed  the 
mother  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  daughter  of  a  prince  whom  he 
ihe  prefently  ioterpofed,  and  had  deprived  of  his  life,  and 
rej)refented  in  the  ilrongell  of  his  dominions.  This  oppo- 
^  iition 
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peared  fo  li^Ie  diiconcerted  by  this  extraordinary  e^rat,  that 
it  gave  occafion  to  a  report  (hat  her  grandfon  was  poifoned  by 
her  orders,  which  however  is  very  improbable.  Shecaufed 
immediately  Sigebert,  the  eldeft  of  his  four  fons,  to  be  pro- 
claimed king.  He  was  then  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age ;  and 
it  feems  to  have  been  the  view  of  that  ambitious  priacefs  to 
have  governed  both  kingdoms  in  his  name:  bift  Cktaire  did 
not  leave  her  fo  much  time  as  to  difcover  her.  plan.  He  had 
great  intelligence  in  Aujirafia  i^nd  in  Burgundy, :  be  knew 
that  the  nobility  in  both  kingdoms  hated  Brunehaut^  and 
were  little  attached  to  the  fons  of  Tiierri  ;znd  therefore  he 
advanced  with  his  afmy,  without  giving  himfelf  much  pain 
abput  the  forces  that  Brunehaut  laboured  to  aflemble,  tho* 
they  might  eafily  have  been  rendered  much  fuperior  to  his 
own  *".  The  infatuated  Brunehfiut  becai^e  an  accomplice  ia 
her  own  deftruftion ;  fhe  fufpe(n:ed  Gamier,  who  was  mayor 
of  the  palace  in  Aujirafia\  but  knowing  he  had  a  great  in* 
tereft  amongflthe  nations  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Wiv^^  fhe  ' 
confided  to  him  the  command  of  the  army,  and  the  perfon 
of  Sigebert ;  but  $x  the  fame  tinje  fent  an  order  to  Alboin^ 
who  accompanied  him,  to  difpatch  Gamier  as  foon  as  he 
had  rpftdered  the  army  complete.    Alboin  tore  this  order  to 

^  Gefla  Regum  Francorum,  lib.  xl. 

iition  irritated  T'i^/Vrri  to  fuch  a  him   by  poifon  (2).      In   the 

degree,  that  he  told  his  grand-  flaughter  of  his  family  we  have 

mother  in  a  rage  that  it  was  her  mentioned  the  efcape  of  his  Ton 

ambition,  and  not  her  zeal  for  Cbildebert^  which  it  feems  gave 

bis  reputation,  that  induced  her  infinite   difquiet    to   Clotaire  ; 

to  talk  after  this  manner,  fince,  who,  as  an  antient  writer  tells 

if  what  (he  affirmed  was  true,  us,  cruelty  perfecuted  a  certain 

that  Theodobert  w^s  a  fuppoiiti-  pious  abbefs  in  the  city  o^ Aries, 

tiotts  child,  Bertboaire could  no^  upon    a  rumour  that  a  king 

behisniece,and  thatfhehadno  was  privately  educated  in  her 

right  to  upbraid  him  with  mur-  monaftery  (3).      It   appeared 

ders,  in  which  fhe  bad  fo  great  a  from  hence,  that,  in  the  fenfa 

hand(  i ).  This  quarrel  fwelled  at  of  thofe  times,  ttU  the  children 

laft  fo  high,  that  he  was  on  the  of   Thierri,      whatever    their 

point  of  killing  her;  and  from  mothers      might     be,      were 

hence  the  fufpicion  arofe,  that,  confidered    as  kings    of   the 

having  made  ufe  of  him  to  de-  Franks:  however,  this  unhappy 

ftroy  his  brother,  fhe,  to  fecure  young   man  was  never  after- 

her  perfon  and  power,  removed  wards  difcovered. 

•     (i)  Fredeg,  Chon,  e,  xli.     Appefid,^^,  Cbron,  Greg,  Turon.   Aimoi,  Jib*  ill, 
(z)  FreJeg.  Cbron.  s^p,  xli.     Jl(m9n,  lib,  iii.  Append,  ad  Cbroti,    Greg,  T«-    ' 
roH.  (3)  Frede^.  Qbren,  f*^..xHi.    yita  S,  Ritftic^  «».  I7,  18,  f^te,  1, 

F  3  picc^it 
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pieces,  tAich  fome  perfon,^ho  obfcnrcdhim  gathered  upj 
and  having  put  it  together,  (o  as  that  the  fenfe  might  ap- 
pear, carried  it  to  Gamier,  who  diflbnbling  his  knowleg^ 
of  vrhat  Was  intended,  engaged  the  nobility  botlfin  Auftra^ 
Jia  and  in  Burgundy  to  abandon  Brunehauty  as  foon  as  Clo^ 
taire's  army  approached  near  them.    Of  7iitrri*s  fonr  ions, 
Sigebert  and  Cw'bon  were  pat  to  death  by  Clotaire*s  orders : 
Cbildebert  wa$  carried  away  and  never  feen  afterwards :  as  for 
Maroveusy  to  whom  Qataire  had  been  fponfor,  he  fent  him 
into  his  own  dominions,  and  caufed  him  to  be  bred  up  there 
as  a  private  man'.  In  the  end,  Brunehaut  herfelf  was  betrayed 
into  his  hands;  and  to  gratify  the  nobility,  whom  flie  had 
generally  provdced,  after  the  bittereft  reproaches,  fbme  that 
were  well  and  others  that  were  ill  founded,  he  fqffercd  her 
to  be  led  for  three  days  about  the  camp,  and  expofed  to  th^ 
clamours  and  outrage$  of  all  who  could  be  mean  enough  to^ 
^  infult  a  great  queen  in  her  mlfery.  >  At  length  (he  was  ti^  by 
the  \c§  and  the  arm  to  the  tail  of  an  untamed  horfe,  which 
running  full  fpeed  quickly  dafhed  out  her  brains;  after  thi$ 
A.  D.     ^^^  mangled  b«dy  being  taken  up  by  fomc  charitable  perfon, 
'^*,  j/     pr,  as  others  fay,  by  the  foldiers,  was  confumed  to  afties; 
^*      but  thefe  wretched  remains  afterwards  found  a  tomb,  in  which 
they  remain  at  this  day  "^  (L).    In  fucceedttig  times  fome 
j^ttempts  havf  been  made  to  vindicate  her  memory. 

GLQr 

1  Frsdecarii  Chron.  cap.  xl.  xli.  ^  Adon,  Chron^ 

pREDEGARll    ChlOn.       A|MOK. 

(L)  If  we  were  to  take  the  tioasir^ir<i&  writer; but ^hetoriq 
charaAer  of  Brumhaut  from  the  and  conjedures  will  do  nothing 
epiilles  written  to  her  by  Grf  againft  fafts.  We  may,  and 
gory  tbt  Great,  or  even  from  the  indeed  iKfe  ought  to  agree,  that 
h:ftory  of  the  bifhop  oiTours^  thofe  who  wrote  under  the  im- 
we  (hpuld  fnppafe  her  a  very  mediate  defcendants  of  Clotaire^ 
different  perfon  from  what  might  ma|;:e  their  court  by  ex- 
other  hiftorians  reprefent  her.  aggerating  the  wickednefs  of 
But  both  thefe  Gregories  died  this  piincefs.  We  ought  alfo 
many  years  before  her,  and  %o  allow  that  (he  was  a  w^rf 
both  had  very  particular  reafons  extraordinary  woman:  ihe 
to  fpeak  well  of  her  as  long  as  founded  many  monafleries,' 
they. lived  (4).  It  is  trae  fiie  erected  feveral  churches,  built 
has  been  defended  by  Mariai^a^  many  hofpitals,  raifed  prodi- 
as  being  a  native  oi Spain,  and  gious  caufeways,  and,  in  (hort, 
by  C0r4^/«o}',' a  learned  and  judi-  >^as  the  founder  of  fp  many 

(4)  Gregor,  magn.  iik  v.   tp.   5,  5^1,  59,  HI,,  vii.  ep,   5.  Greg.  Turon,  Ub^ 

Other 
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CtoTAiHB  n.  was  now  theabfolute  mafter  of  the  whole  Clotaire^ 
empire  of  the  Franks^  and  refolved  to  continue  fo.    He  fet->^<f  mafter 
tied  the  three  mayors  pf  the  palace,  who  from  this  time?^'^^. 
became  a  fort  of  viceroys,   and  treated  the  nobility  with  'i       !^*f* 
much  mildnrfs  and  familiarity.    He  was  not  one  of  thofe-p  '|^ 
refined  politicians  who  put  on  the  appearances  (^  virtues,  ^^chanzeshU 
which  they  have  no. feeling  in  their  hearts,  but  thought 'the  ^^^^^^ 
fhorteft  method  beft;  and  that  to  become  a  good  prince,  aW^#-' 
was  the  moft  efieftual  meatus  of  being  believed  fo.    He  efta*  comes  a 
blifhed  that  freedom  which  the  great  lords  were  afraid  he  mild 
would  fupprefe,  but  with  it  he  eftabliihed  the  power  of  the  frinci^  ^   • 
law,  which  he  obferved  with  great  punftuality;  for  which 
reafon  people  faw  no  harm  in  his  requiring  the  fame  degree 
of  refpeft  fliould  be  fhewn  to  h  by  others  ».     He  might  have 
cxterided  his  dominions,  but  he  chofe  rather  to  govern  them, 
•  ind  to  extirpate  thofe  vices  that,  from  the  licentioulhefs  of 
the  times,  were  grown  both  frequent  and  flagrant.    In  order 
io  this  he  held  a  general  council  at  Paris y  where  he  recom- 
mended it  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  prelates  to  reftore  the 
ancient  difcipline  of  the  church.     He  inftituted  alfo  a  kind 
of  parliaments,  or  courts,  held  in  his  palace,  for  determin- 
ing what  in  the  Latin  of  thofe  times  was  ftiled  placita,  in 
French  piads,  and  in  our  own  language  pleas  <>.    He  carried 
this  fo  far,  that  when  the  governor  of  the  remoter  part  of 
Burgundy  confpired  againft  him,  and  he  had  him  in  his  hands, 
he  remitted  him  to  the  juftice  of  that  court,  and  by  their  fen- 
tence  he  was  beheaded ;  and  this  example  prevented  any 
other  confpiracy  in  his  reign  <*.     He  permitted  the  Lombards 

^  F&EDBGARiiChron.  cap.xliii.  ^  GeftaRegum  Fran- 

coram.    Aimon.        p  Fredbcarii  Chron.  contin.  cap.  ^liv. 

other  public  works,  that  the  it  was  opened,  and  nothmg  dif- 

monk  jiimou  expreffes  the  ut-  covered .  that  coald  at  all  dif-  * 

moft  amazement  that  a  fingle  credit  the  general  tradition  on 

queen  could  perform  fo  manv  this  head  of  what  the  old  hifto- 

and  fo  great  things  in  fach  dif-  rians  have  aiTertcd,  iince  there 

ferent  places;  but  this  (hews  were  afhes,  burnt  bones,  and 

that  (he*  had  boundlefs  autho-  the  rowel  of  a  fpur,  which  it  it 

rity,  and  imf&enfe  wealth,    at  known  was  the  tuftom  in  thofe 

her  difpofal  (5).    The  tomb  of  times  to  fix  to  the  fides  of  the 

this  queen  Bmnebaut  is  ftill  to  horfes,  that  were  ufed  in  fach 

be  feen  in  the  abbey  of  St^.  executions,  in  order  to  render 

Martin  at  Autun^   which   (he  thprn  the  more  furious  (6}. 
founded,  and  where  in  163  a 

mn,  lih.  It.     P.  Faucbtt.  (6)  Fftieg*  Chna.  9af.  xIH. 

fj  Regum  Frau€9fum,    P.  Danitf* 
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fQ  vpApem  the  annual  tribute  they  paid  his  predecdibrs,  by 
laying  down  the  amount  of  three  years  at  once,  for  which  he 
\s  feverdy  cenfured  by  modern  wxiters,  who  think  that  ia 
this  he  departed  from  bi$  dignity:  but  i(  feems  Clot  aire 
thought  thp  dignity  of  a  king  cpniifted  iq  govemiog  hi^ 
own  fut^edts  vell^  ^nd  in  being  upon  gpod  terms  with  his^ 
neighbours/'. 
J^g^'  The  kiqgy  in  order  to  leflen  his  fatigues,  fent  his  eldeft 

withglory,  fojj  Qagobert  to  rcfide  at  Metz,  with  the  titk  of  king  of 
and  dies  in  ^jiy^;.^^^  detaching  however  from  thpncf  fome  diftrifls  that 
f*^^^\  lay  at  a  great  diftance,  and  fome  others  that  wer^  requifite 
tp  a  due  communication  between  th^  territories  re^rved 
A  D.  ^Q^^i^  his  own  power.  I{e  alfp  appointed  him  for  his  mini* 
022.  ■  fters,  Arnoul^  bifliop  of  Metz^  and  Pepin^  mayor  of  the  palace 
in  that  kingdom  ^  His  government  refembled  that  of  hi^ 
father's:  fo  that,  by  the  mildnefs  of  it,  many  of  the  bar- 
barous nations,  that  hitherto  had  preferred  freedom  in  woods 
and  morafles,  voluntarily  fubmitted  themfelves,  and  became 
bis  fubjefts.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  a  proper  age,  Clotaire 
caufed  him  to  be  married ;  and  upon  that  occaiion  entertained 
him  in  a  moft  fplendid  manner  ^t  one  pf  ^i§  country  palaces, 
declaring  at  the  fame  time,  th^t  he  s^fTociated  hi0\  in  the  go- 
vernment*. This  did  not  hinder  the  young  prince  froni 
demanding,  in  if  v^y  peremptory  nianper,  that  all  the  cities 
and  4iftrifts,  formerly  belonging  to  it,  fhquld  \^  rcTunited  to 
the  kingdom  of  Aujirafuiy  which  highly  provoked  Clotaire. 
At  length  this  difpute  was  left  to  the  decifion  of  twelve 
prelates  and  barons,  who  deterojined  that  fuch  of  the  places 
as  lay  moft  conveniently  for  the  young  king  (hould  be  yielded 
to  him,  and  that  he  ihould  quit  all  claim  to  the  reft  *•  An 
infurreftion  happened,  among  the  (^^i/rwj,  which  was  quickly 
fupprefled,  without  any  ciFufion  of  blood ;  but  it  was  other- 
wife  with  the  Saxons.  Bertcaide,  their  dukey  defpiiing  the 
pacific  temper  of  the  two  kings,  and  having  drawn  many 
barbarous  nations  into  ^is  aliiance>  threw  of  his  dependante 
on  Dagoberfy  and  made  an  irruption  into  Auflrafia  with  a 
powerful  army.  The  young  king  marched  againft  him  with 
all  the  forces  that  he  CQuld  iqamediately  afTemble,  but  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  defeated,  and  very  narfoyrly  efcaped  being 
killed,  his  head-piece  being  cleft  by  the  ftroke  of  a  fword. 
He  retired  with  the  remains  of  his  forces  to  an  entrenched 
camp,  and  fent  to  his  father  for  ailiflanci;  "*•   Clotaire  Hiarched 

s  GeflaRegam  Francoram.  '  Aimon.  f  F^EiiEo; 

Cl?ron.  coutin.  c.  liii.  *  Gefta  Regum  Fratcorum  cap. 
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with  aU  poffibk  hafte  to  jpm  him,  and  immediately  after  ad- 
▼anced  towards  the  SaxctUf  who  were  encamped  on  the  other 
fide  the  JVefer,  The  t\ro  armies. being  drawn  up  in  order 
pf  battde>  Bertodlde  abufed  the  king  in  the  grofleil  language, 
which  fo  provoked  Cktaire^  that  he  plunged  into  the  river, 
pn  horfeback,  followed  by  his  guards  and  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal nobility,  when  charging  the  Saxons  with  great  fury, 
he  killed  their  duke  with  his  own  h^id ;  and  having  ordered 
jbiis  |iead  to  be  cut  off,  caufed  it  to  be  placed  on  the  top  of  a 
pike  and  carried  at  the  head  of  his  avmy,  the  befl  part  of 
-which  had  by  this  time^  pafled  the  river;  the  enemy  were 
foon  routed  with  prodigious  flaughter  ^«  He  did  not  fur- 
vive  thijs  victory  many  months,  .but  lived  and  died  in  fuU 
pofleiSon  of  the  hearts  of  his  people,  as  appears  from  his 
being  ftiled  in  fome  antient  monuments  Clot  air e  k  Grand ^ 
and  in  others  le  Debonnaire  «,  Qn  the  death  of  Gamier ^ 
who  was  mayor  of  the  palace  in  Burgundy^  he  fumffioned  thft 
pobility  to  chufe  another :  but  having  intimated  his  inclina* 
tions  in  a  fhort  fpeech  they  waved  the  eleftion,  and  chofe  to 
live  under  his  immediate  adminiftration,  which  was  the 
higheft  mark  of  popularity  and  coniidence  that  they  could 
beftow,  and  a  very  fingular  inftance  of  his  policy,  who  chofe 
(o  obtain,  in  the  moft  gentle  nianner,  what  he  might  have 
taken  through  the  plenitude  of  his  power ;  but  he  knew 
that  an  abfolute  monarch  muft  reign  in  the  minds,  as  well  A.D  628. 
^s  over  the  bodies,  of  his  fubjefts  ^.  He  died  in  the  forty- 
fifth  year  of  his  life  ^. 

Dagobert  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  kingdoms  of  Neu^  Dagobcrt 
firia  and  Burgundy^  partjy  throyigh  his  intrigues,  and  ^^t\y/ucceidshss 
through  the  terror  of  his  army,  to  the   prejudice  of  h\s  father  in 
Yoxkngfx  hxothtv  Charibert \  who,  according. to  the  cuftom,  ^//^."  i^- 
not  to  fay  the  law,  of  the  Franks^  ought  to  have  had  at  leaft  ^'"i^^^t 
one  pf  Uiefe  kingdoms  *.    He  had  indeed  aimalLparty  for  ^"^  ^^, 
him :  after  a  feint  ftrugglc  Dagobert  prevailed.     By  the  ad-  "'^'^^ 
yice  of  his  minifters  however  he,  of  his  own  accord,  beftowcd-^^^^  j^" 
OH  Charibert  the  crountry  between  the  Loire  arid  the  Pyrenees ;  Vranc& 
ppon  which  he  took  the  title  of  king  ofjquitaine,  and  fixed 
his  refidence  at  Toulou/e  K     Dagobert  t>egan  his  reign  by 
vifiting  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  where  his  father  had  not 
l)cen  in  perfon  fince  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  palace  had 

•f 
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b^en  fopprdfled ;  ^d  Where,  having  ii6  fuperidt-,  the  nobility 
had  ran  inta  great  ^slcefles  and  diforders ;  the  king  applied 
himfelf  to  redreffing  thefe,  ^with  ail  the  fpirit  and  diligence 
poffible.    He  was  not  only  acceffible,  but  affable  to  all  forts 
of  people,  and  borrowed  fix)m  hid  meals,  and  from  his  Oeep, 
ttee  to  inquire  into  and  redrefs  grievances  '•     But  all  was 
B6t  after  this  manner ;  f(»*,  on  his  return  from  this  progrefs, 
he  repudiated  his  wife,  under  pretence  that  (he  was  barren: 
lad  having  once  tranfgrefled  the  bounds  of  virtue  and  reli- 
gion, he  left  them  every  day  at  a  greater  diftance,  infomuch 
that  he  was  not  afhamed  to  have  three  queens  at  a  time  <i. 
The  truth  is,  that  Arnml^  bifliop  ^  Metz^  had  a  great  in- 
Auence  over  this  monarch,  'who  had  bred  him  from  a  child; 
^nd,  fo  long  as  he  remained  in  the  miniAry,-  Dagobert  re- 
tained the  charafteir  of  being  the  greateft  prince  that  had 
hitherto  reigned  ovef  the  Franks :  but  Amoul  having  quitted 
^is  itt  and  his  employment,  for  a  life  of  folitude  and  redre- 
ment,  Dagobert  became  carelefs  and  difTolute,  notwithftand- 
ftanding  all  that  Pepin^  and  the  remains  of  the  old  miniftry, 
dould  fay  to  reftrain  him ;  and  yet,  by  a  piece  of  injuftice, 
^ut  too  frequent,  the  people  of  Auftrafia  imputed  to  the 
minifters  all  the  mifchieft  to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
earneftly  prefled  th^  king  to  give  up  Pefin  to  thdr  refcnt- 
ment;  but  Dagobert ^  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  inno- 
cence, had  both  the  courage  and  the  honour  to  proteft  him, 
.   Chariberty  king  df  Aquitaine^  dying,  Dagobert  took  pollef-* 
fion  of  his  dominions,  and  of  his  treafures,  though  he  left 
fevcral  children,  who  Were  the  viftims  of  their  tmcle's  am- 
bition ^ :    an  adion,  in  all  refpcAs,  as  iniqmtous  as  it  was 
unnatural  and  inexcufable. 
T/^f  nvar        A60UT  this  rime  a  war  broke  out  with  the  numerous  and 
nvitb  tbe^   potent  nation  of  the  Sclavontans ;  who,  like  the  Franks^ 
Sclayoni-  ^ere  divided  intb  feveral  tribes,  occupied  a  vafl  country,  and 
*"Vv^^'  were  not  inferior  in  valour  to  any  of  their  neighbours  ^ 
Un^d       They  had  at  th,is  time  for  their  king  a  ftranger,  who  came 
^ A-.z-^F  amongft  them  at  firft  in  no  higher  charafter  than  that  of  a 
and  unto-  Pedlar ;  his  name  was  Samon ;  but  whether  a  native  ox  France 
ward  con-  o^  of  Hainault  is  very  uncertain.     He  managed  his  private 
Je(iuencei.   af&irs  fb  well  as  to  become  rich  ;  the  Sclavontans  judged 
from  thence  that  his  taknts  might  be  ufeful  to  the  pubfic } 
they  niade  the  trial,  and  they  had  no  reafon  to  repent  it.    In 
compliance  with  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  he  married  twelve 
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wites,  by  li^offl  he  hsid  twemy-two  feiis  t^A  fifts^n  dfiltgnv 
ters.  He  was  tfdfe  and  bnrre«  Dag^ert  hid  fent  ^  lUnbftf'- 
fadof  to  compkia  of  fome  injorie$  that  had  been  doiie  to 
traders  V9ho  tver^  his  ftibjeA^  ^.  Thid  mimder  was  very  nn^ 
fir  for  his  employinent.  Sufndn  txpttSkd  a  eoncem  for  whgt 
had  happened^  and  offered  to  concert  prbper  meafares  to  pte* 
Vent  the  \ik&  for  the  feture.  The  PrMks  took  this  iU,  and 
told  Samon  he  might  think  himfelf  and  hid  people  hononred^ 
if  they  Were  confidered  as  fervants  to  the  Idng  his  maAef. 
Santen  anfwered,  with  great  moderation^  that  they  flknild 
^ct  difdain  that  title,  provided  the  king  honoured  than  with  his 
friendfliip.  FrKndfliipi  replied  the rntki^, What  friendihip  cad 
theit  be  between  Chriftians,  wor/hippers  of  the  true  Gokl^ 
jand  fuch  pagan  dogs  as  you  and  your  fubje^^  ?  B^  it  fo^ 
ftiendy  feid  Samon -y  b^tfmce  it  is  your  cuftom  to  cheats  te 
abufey  and  to  infult  ui,  you  muft  not  wonder  we  make  uf6 
of  our  teeth,  who  are  dogs,  or  that  we  bite  you  as  often  ai 
you  deferve  it.  Upon  the  fepreientation  of  this  accompi,^fhed 
snUullery  Dagobert^  having  firll  engaged  the  Memans  and 
the  Lombards  to  a£t  as  his  allies,  began  the  War,  in  which  ht 
was  very  far  from  being  fuccefsful  ^,  This  gave  him  fuchu 
an  averfion  to  the(e  barbarous  people  as  produced  an  aAion, 
vrhich  did  no  great  credit  either  to  his  religious  or  political 
principles.  The  Bulgarians  being  ill-treated  by  the  Aharesy 
With  whom  they  had  nitherto  lived  united  as  if  they  had  beeii 
but  pne  people,  todc  flielter,  to  the  number  of  nine  thoufand, 
in  the  country  of  the  Bavarians y  who  were  fubjefts  to  bago^ 
heriy  and  defired  to  put  themfelves  under  his  proteAion. 
They  had  winter-quarters  given  them  for  the  prefent,  and  a 

{>itRnife  that  lands  (hould  be  afCgned  them ;  but  from  a  jea- 
oufy,  or  rather  timidity,  unworthy  of  a  great  pHnce,  orders 
were  fent  to  the  Bavarians  to  cut  them  off  as  they  lay  difr 
pcrfed  through  their  country ;  which  was  fo  completely  exe- 
cuted, that  not  above  feven  hundred  efcaped,  who  threvi^ 
themfelves  intb  the  territories  of  the  Sclavonians  K  About 
this  junfture  Dagobert  affifted  Sifenand  to  riiount  the  throne 
pf  SpaiHy  oil  a  promife  that  he  flwyuld  fend  him  the  famous 
gold  bafon  weighing  five  hundred  pounds,  which  the  Roman 
general  Jetius  prefented  to  Tfirri/mond,  king  of  the  Goths 
but  he,  not  being  able  to  keep  his  word,  was  obliged  to  com- 
promife  the  matter,  by  paying  him  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  ^, 
The  Saxons  perceiving  how  much  Dagoberfwzs  difturbed  by 
the  continual' irruptions  of  the  Sclavonians^  which  with  aU 
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his  care  he  could  not  prevent  or  (opprefs,  concdved  this  to 

iK  a  proper  junAure  for  them  to  be  rid  of  the  annual  tribute 

of  five  hundred  head  <^ cattle  impofed  upon  them  by  Chtaire 

the  fir(V.     The  method  they  took  was  very  fingular ;   for 

inftead  of  ticking  up  arms»  or  jcuning  themielves  to  the  ScUt" 

vonians,  they  petitioned  Dagobert  to  remit  thair  tribute,  in 

confideration  of  their  defending  their  frontier  againft  the 

ScUvonianSf  which  they  offered  to  take  upon  themselves,  to 

which  Dagobert  readily  confented ;  but  from  this  time  the 

Saxons  did  not  either  pay  the  tribute,  or  defend  the  frontier  K 

B«t  the  king  was  fo  much  perplexed  by  the  depredations  of 

.  one  nation  of  Barbarians,  that  he  had  not  either  leifure  or 

force  to  fubdue  the  other ;  fo  that  they  procured  by  their 

cunning  what  they  had  attempted  ki  vain  by  force  of  arms. 

It  may  be  Dagobert  aAed  right,  and  avoided  an  infurreAion, 

which,  in  his  circumfiances,  muft  have  given  him  much 

•  trouble. 

Dtffobert      ^^  length  another  expedient  was  found,  which,  thotigh  it 

fugues  the  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^Y  acceptable  to  Dagobert,  he  thought  requi- 

"Gafcons,  ^'^^  *^  admit.     This  expedient  confifted  in  declaring  his  fon 

Mtga  the  Sigebert,  then  a  child  of  three  years  old,  king  of  Aujhrafia. 

iount  of    This  he  did,  and  appointed  Cunibert,  bi(hop  of  Cologne,  to 

Bretagne  be  his  gpvernor,  and  Adalgife,  duke  of  the  palace,  which 

to  do  him  fomc  think  was  a  diiferent  office  from  that  of  mayor,  which 

homage,     ^^s  ftill  prcicrvcd  to  Pepin,  though  others  believe  Adalgife 

ana  dies     ^^  jj^y^  \)ettL  his  fucceflbr,  and  that  the  king  chofe  rathpr  to 

Al)6  *PP°*"*  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  °®^^  *^^  P^^  ^^*  ^^^''^  ^^^^  about 
*  ^^'  his  pcrfon  «.  We  cannot  pretend  to  fay  how  this  expedient 
operated  ;  but  that  it  did  operate  Is  very  certain.  It  is  very 
|>robable  that  the  people  of  Auftrajia  found  great  inconveni- 
ence in  the  king's  refiding  conftantly  at  Paris,  or  at  fome  of 
his  country  palaces  a  fmall  diftance  from  that  city,  and  were 
very  defirous  of  having  a  court  of  their  own,  in  which,  tho' 
a  child  bore  the  title  of  king,  yet,  having  all  the  prerogatives 
aane^ted  to  that  dignity,  and  the  proper  officers  to  carry  them 
into  execution,  they  found  themfelves  much  more  at  their 
eafe ;  and,  to  preferve  thefe  advantages,  afted  fo  vigoroufly 
under  their  own  officers  on  the  frontiers,  that  they  quickly 
cured  the  Sclav^nians  of  any  inclination  to  approach  them  % 
The  fame  year  the  king  had  another  fon  born,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  name  of  Clovis,  The  rejoicings  upon  this  occaflon 
were  fcarce  ended,  when  the  prclatds  and  npbility  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Neufiria  and  Burgundy  intreated  Dagobert  to  de* 
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clare  him  his  fucceflbr  in  regard  to  thofe  two  crowos.    This 
he  accordingly  did,  and,  by  an  authentic  inftrnmeot,  fettled 
the*  manner  in  which  all  his  dominions  were  to  be  divided 
between  thefe  two  infant  princes  <».     The  French  hiftorians 
differ  much  in  their  fentiments .  as  to  the  reafons  which  in- 
duced the  lords  in  Neufiria  and  Burgundy  to  take  this  ftep ; 
but  it  feems  pretty  evident,  that  the  king's  own  conduft, 
at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was  the  fource  of  it ;  Jiis  am- 
bition infpired   him   with  the  defign  of  making  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  whole  monarchy,  which  they,  judging  to  be 
prejudicial  to  their  i'nterefts,  though  they  could  not  prevent 
it  then  for  want  of  an  army  and  a  fucceflur,  declared  thcy^ 
refolved  to  avoid  for  the  future  by  fuch  a  precaution.     The 
Cafcotu  and  Bretons^  ppcfuming  on  the  indolent  temper  of 
Dagoberti  had  renewed  their  excurfions  into  his  dominions ; 
the  former  were  the  moft  troublefome,  and  had  the  greateft 
force.     Againft  them,  therefore,  Dagobert  fent  a  numerous 
army,  commanded  by  the  flower  of  his  young  nobility,  under 
a  general  in  years,  of  diftinguifhed  bravery  and  great  repu- 
tation.    He  quickly  reduced  the  Gafcons  to  fuch  diftrefs,  by 
cioiing  up  their  caves  and  burning  their  cabins,  that  they 
were  conftrained  to  implore  the  king's  clemency ; .  which  2>a* 
gcbert  was  fure  to  extend,  as  having  nothing  mqce  in  view  . 
than  to  fpend  his  days  in  quiet  p.    He  then  ient  a  miniAer 
to  the  Bretons y  a  man  of  a  charafter  very  different  from  him 
who  occafioned  the  war  with  the  Sdavonians^y  this  minifier 
was  St.  Eloi^  originally  a  goldfmith,  now  a  fbtefman,  and 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Noion,    He  managed  his  negotiation 
^vith  fuch  addrefs,  that  he  engaged  the  prince  of  Bretagne 
to  renew  the  antient  treaties,  to  give  an  hoflage  for  the  due 
performance  of  them,  and  for  his  coming  in  perfon  to  P^ris 
.t6  do  homage  to  Dagobert.     The  name  pf  this  count  of  Bre^^ 
tagne  was  Judicdel,  who  had  a  high  reputation  for  prudence    * 
and  pietv ;  whom  the  king  received  with  kindnefs,  and  dif- 
mifled  with  honour.     The  duke  of  the  Gafcons  was  forced  to 
follow  his  example,  and  brought  many  of  the  chiefs  of  his 
little  nation  with  him  ^.     Thefe  events  mufl  have  been  very 
grateful  to  a  monarch  of  his  difpofition ;  but  he  did  not  long 
lurvive  the  fatisfa^ion  they  gave  him,  fince  he  died  of  a 
dyfentery,  on  the  19th  of  January^  in  the  year  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  at  Epinaty  a  palace  of  bis  upon  the  river 
Seine,  not  fjir  from  Paris^    in   the  fixtecnth  year  of  his 
reign  over  Juftrafiay  in  the  tenth  ifrom  the  death  of  his 
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Mktt,  and  tfao  tfairty-rixth  of  his  age  (M).  HU  corpfe  Dtra^ 
carried  from  theace^dod  iacerred  irith  great  folemaity  io  the 
dtby  of  St.  Denis  \ 
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(M)  Itis  nd  very  eafy  ta  (kto 
iiBttle  the  nomber  and  the  Order 
of  thu  priace*6  wives.  It  is 
pnmy  plain,  that^by  Us  father^ 
^ircAioii,  Diig9birtix&^fO\ikd. 
Gamatrtufe^  the  yottligcr  Mer  of 
bis  mother-iji-law  SicbiUty  and 
fheaupt  of  his  hxGt^tt  AUbert  i 
^hich  Very  probably  might  con- 
iribate,  as  well  as  her  barren- 
Hefsy  to  his  repadiadng  hen 
He  had  next  Karntrude,  bat 
whether  as  a  concubine  or  queen 
may  be  doobted ;  by  her,  how- 
f  veri  he  had^fW«r/,  whom,  to 
intent  the  nobility  of  Juflra' 
JlUf  he  placed  on  the  throne  be- 
fore he  was  well  out  of  the 
cradle  (6).  After  this,  with 
fome  extraordinary  ddibera- 
4don,  and  die  confent  of  die  no- 
bility, he  efpoufed  Namtildi  ; 
but  one  can  Scarce,  from  thefe 
eircttmftatices,  conceive  that  fhe 
fiuas  at  this  time  a  non,  and 
that  it  was  by  the  confent  of 
)iis  nobility  he  took  her  out  of 
the.cloifter,  which,  however,  is 
exprefsly  faid  by  the  old  hifto- 
tian,  inthefewords(7) :  "Com 
•*  confilio  Franeoruf/iy  NoHtil" 
^  dem  nnam  ex  pnellis  de  mo- 
^  nafberio,  in  matriraoninm  ac- 
^  cipi.ens,reginamfablinavit.** 
Jn  order  to  be  rid  qf  fo  ftrange 
an  abfurdity,  fome  modern 
critics  have  fuggefied  the  read- 
ing pi^nifteno  mftead  of  «•- 
vt^erioy  and  then  of  a  nnn  (he 
will  become  only  a  maid  of 
honour  \^%),    He  had  beGdcs 


two  miftreffiis,  whofe  iiaiii^ 
vtntColgondezuABtrtiUe,  "HoU 
withftanding  this,  we  find  th^ 
piety  of  Dmobert  magnified  by 
the  monk,  who  undertook  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  his  reign^ 
chiefly  on  account  of  his  found- 
ing the  monaftcry  of  St4  Dents » 
to  which  it  is  faid  he  was  ex- 
cited by  a  very  ridiculous  acci- 
dent, not  worth  repeating ;  bat 
inafmoch  as  he  took  the  Uberty 
to  fpoil  the  church  of  St,  Hihy 
of  Pcitiers,  the  bifliop  of  that 
that  diocefe,  after  his  deceafe^ 
pretended  to  have  feen  in  a  vi- 
£on  the  foul  of  Daiobert  car- 
ried by  demons  on  board  a 
veflel  bound  for  their  fiery  re- 
gions, and  cruelly  beaten  in 
hispafiTage,  till  St.  Denis,  have* 
ing  takei^  to  his  affiifaince  St 
Maurice  and  St.  Martin^  came 
to  his  relief^  and  delivered  him 
out  of  their  hand^  (9).  It  is  a 
melancholy  thing  to  be  obliged 
to  tranfcribe  foch  idle  taiesi 
but  it  is  muc)i  more  mdaa<' 
choly  to  refled,  that,  for  many 
ages  together,  fuch  idle  tales 
were  regarded  as  ferions  truths  i 
but  as  &s  was  really  the  cafe^ 
and  becomes  thereby  the  cha- 
ra£brifiic  of  thofe  ages,  weaie 
from  thence  put  under  a  nec^f- 
fity  of  tranfcrilnng  theal,  fince 
nothing  elfe  can  perfuade  the 
reader,  that  the  fads,  which 
really  compofe  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  times,  cottld  eVer  have 
happened. 


(6)  Trtieiarii  Sehotafiici  Epitomi  &  ChrtticM^  e,  57.  tet  Antiquites  & 
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At  the  4cnure'  of  this  monarch  the  wealth  of  the  Idogclop^  Sigeberc 
ITM  great,  and  there  were  few  courts  'm  Europe  more  fpkndid  H.  J^ing  of 
than  that  of  Paris.     St.  Eloi^  who,  as  vc  before  obferved,  Auftrafia, 
was  originally  a  goldfmith,  had  made  for  Clot^ire  the  fccond  «y  Clo- 
a  chair  of  ftate  of  mafly  gold,  and  a  throne  of  the  fame^.^  ™. 
metal  for  Dagobert ;  but  towards  the  clofe  of  his  reign  things  Ne^fcia 
begaa  to  d^ne,  yet  in  no  propcM-ticm  to  what  they  H^and^tit^ 
afterwards  '.     It  feems  that  at  the  time  of  his  d^mife  there  gandy. 
was  no  mayor  of  the  palace  in  Burgundy ;  but  necommeiidlQg 
one  of  bis  minifters,  whofe  name  was  lEga^  tO'  his  queen 
Nantilde^  as  the  propereft  perfon  to  direft  the  af&irs  <rf  th^ 
young  k^ng,  he  was  prefently  advanced  to  that  important 
poft ;  upon  which  Pepin  and  fome  other  A^ftrafian  Iqrds  re- 
turned  into  their  own  country.    He  fummoned  imQiediately  A.D.63^ 
the  prelates  and  nobility  to  do  homage  to  Ckvis^  which  thejr 
▼ery  willingly  performed ;  but  at  the  fame  time  m^ny  of  thepi 
complained  that  they  had  fuffered  injuftice  in  the  former 
reigu,  and  that  they  hoped  redreis  from  the  equity  of  the 
prefent  government.    The  new  minifter  promifed  to  content 
them,  and  he  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  keepjiis  ^ord  ^ 
Soon  after  came  ambafladors  from  Sigebert^  king  olAttftrafia^ 
to  denund  his  (hare  of  his  father's  moveables  s^nd  treafure^ 
purfuant»  as  is  very  likely,  to  that  king's  will.  A  conference 
Hvas  held  for  this  purpofe  at  Compeigne^  where  the  bifhop  of 
Cologne  and  Pepin  aflifted  ;  there  one  third  of  the  treafure^ 
wUch  the  king  had  acquired  fince  his  marriage  w^s  fet  apart 
for  the  queen,  and  the  remainder  divided  between  his  fons  \ 
This  was  one  of  the  laft  a£ls  of  Pepin*s  miniftry,  who  died 
£boa  after  with  the  reputation  of  a  faint. 

The  minority  of  the  two  kings,  Sigebert  and  Clovis^  gave  fn^  reigm 
rife  to  that  extravagant  power  which  was  exercifed  in  fuc-  ^Sige-~ 
ceeding  times  by  the  mayor  of  the  palace,  and  which  was  in  bert,  isng 
Ibme  meafure  grounded  on  the  behaviour  of  Pepin  and  ^ga,  ^Auftra- 
both  men  of  great  parts,  true  piety,  and  uncorrupted  pro-  ^*»  *^**» 
bity.     To  the  former  of  thefe,  fucceeded  his  fon  Grimoalde,  ^p^» 
who  made  his  way  to  that  pcrfl  by  the  mtirder  of  Otho^  his  **^^*> 
rival,  and  we  may  from  thence  be  fatisfied  that  he  was  no  Tj^^J*^ 
&int  ".    His  intention  of  removing  Rodolfe,  duke  of  Tl^^fyiL. 
ringia,  from  his  government,  produced  an  infurreftion,  in 
which  that  duke  was  totally  beaten,  and  compelled  to  take 
fhelter  in  a  fortrefs,  or  intrenched  camp,  where  he  coUeftei  A.D.640. 
all  the  remains  of  his  forces,  with  a  fuU  refoktion  of  making 

*  Gefta  Regum  Franconim.  ^  Fas  dec.  Cbron.  *  Gefta 
^egom  Fraocorun.  ^  Frsdeq.  Cbron.  c.  79.  Vica  Sc. 
Eiiz. 

fi  an 
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an  obftlnate  defence;  but,  in  all  probability,  this  would 
have  ended  in  his  ofwn  deftruAion,  if  a  fpirit  of  diflentioa 
had  not  broke  out  in  the  king  df  Auftrafta^z  camp ;  for-^rx- 
moaUe  carried  his  mafter,  young  as  he  wad,  into  the  field  ; 
but  thofe,  who  hated  that  minUlery  prevent^  his  attacking 
Rodolfe  with  the  whole  of  the  strmy,  and  by  this  means  that 
part  of  it  which  did  attack  was  beaten.  Upon  this  a  ne- 
gotiation enfued,  which  ended  in  a  peace  very  diAionourable 
to  the  young  king,  who  confented  that  Rodolf^  (hould  retainf 
his  government,  upon  his  promife  to  be  faithful  for  the  fu- 
ture *.  He  governed  after  this,  if,  in  truth,  he  could  be  faid 
to  govern  at  all,  fourteen  years,  or,  as  fome  compute,  fix** 
teen ;  but  we  luiow  nothing  oF  what  he  did  in  that  i&shc^  ^ 
except  that  he  built  and  endowed  monafteries,  from  whence 
he  came  to  be  reputed  a  faint.  Crimoalde  pretended  diat,- 
In  defpair  of  having  a  fon,  he  adopted  his,  and  deHred  that 
he  might  fucceed  him  ^.  But  after  this,  notwithftandlng,  hd 
had  a  fon,  named  Dagobert,  by  his  que^n  Innechilde,  whomf 
on  his  death-bed  he  recommended,  with  great  tendernefs, 
to  the  care  of  Grimoalde^  his  mayor  of  the  palace.  Thi^ 
monat'ch  died  at  Metz^  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Martin^  in  the  fuburbs  of  that  city ;  from  wl^nce  his  re- 
mains were  removed  to^Nancyy  on  the  demolition  of  that 
church,  when  the /r^r*,  in  1552,  were  preparing  to  fuftaia 
a  iiege,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  Ds  Guife  '• 
The  reign  Clovis  the  fecond,  king  of  Neuftria  and  Burgundy^  vrzs 
5^Clovis  carefully  brought  up  by  his  mother  queen  Nantilde  and  the 
il.  and  mayor  of  the  palace  Mga.  After  the  deceafe  ^of  the  latter^ 
thf  inju/'  the  nobility  of  Neufiria  diofe  for  his  fucceflbr  ErchinoaM^  OTf 
tke  done  to  2l^  he  is  commonly  called,  Archambaud^  concerning  whofe 
his  me-  charaftcr  authors  differ ;  but,  if  we  judge  from  his  aAions^ 
^?^y  h  he  appears  to  have  been  an  aftive  and  an  honefl  minifter  \ 
tbe  monks,  rpj^^  queen  would  alfo  have  a  mayor  of  the  palace  in  Bur^ 
gund^,  and  through  her  influence  the  nobility  chofe  Flaochat^ 
who  married  her  ni^ce,  a  man  of  fuch  pride  and  paffion, 
that,  having  quarrelled  with  the  governor  of  the  farthef 
Burgundyy  he  caufed  him  to  be  murdered,  though  he  had 
been  reconciled  to  him  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner;  which 
might  probably  have  excited  fome  diforders  in  the  ftate,  if 
Flaochat  hinifelf  had  not  died  foon  after  of  a  fever.  The 
nobility  of  Burgundy  did  not  replace  him,  fo  that  both  king- 
doms were  governed  by  Archambaud,     TWs  mkaftef  having 

*  Gefta  Regum  Francorum,  c,  43,     Frei>bg.  Chfott.  c.  79^ 
I  y  DuChesme,  torn.  i.  p.  727.  *  Vita  Sanfti  Sigcbcrti# 

!  m.  15.'       'Fredsg.  Chron.  c.  84^    Aoon^ 

|>ref«i>t«d 


Jjrefented  to  the  king  a  very  beatitiftl  ilave,  named  Sdiild, 
whom  he  had  bought  of  fome  Englijb  merchants,  the  rnqp- 
arch    became  quickly  fb  enamoured  of  her,  that  he  took' 
her  to  his  bed,  arid  foo'n  after  declared  her  his  queen  **.  She 
nrnft  have   been  t  very  extraofrdinary  woman,^  for  flie  is 
:  highly  commttided  by  all  who  mention  her,  fince,  to  do  her 
hondur,  the  vulgar,  inftqad  of  reproaching  her  with  the 
meannefs  of  her  former  condition,  invented  a  fable  of  her 
being  a  princefs  born,  and  fince,  having  a  large  ftiare  in  the 
government,  fhe  gave  indubitable  proofs  of  her  great  capa- 
city.    The  only  remarkable  aftion  of  Clovis's  life,  was,  his 
cauiing.  the  filver  flirines  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Denis  to 
/Be  melted,  and  coined  into  money,  to  purchafecorn  in  a  time 
of   fcar<!ity  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  c.     Though  by  his 
royal  authority,   with   the  ^<^fent  of  Landeric,  bifliop  of 
Paris,  he  exempted  this  convent  from  all  ecclefiaftical  jurif-        ' 
di<5tion,  yet  the  monks  gate  out,  that,  for  this'  aft  of  impiety, 
he  became  difbrdered  in  his  fenfes,  and  that  the  weaknefs 
and  ftupidity  of  the  father  became  intailed  ijpon  his  de* 
fcendants  <*.     Modern  hiftorians  have  truly  obferved,  that  this 
lying  judgment  was  invented,  partly  to  deter  other  pririces 
from  having  recdurfe,  in  times  of  public  calkniity,  to  the 
treafures  of  the  church,  and  i>ar.tly  to  make  their  court  to 
the  fecond  race  of  French  kings,  who  deprived  the  poftcrity 
of  Clovis  of  their  territories,  under  the  plaufible  pretence  ctf 
^eir  being  unable  to  govern  them  (N).   He  had  by  his  queen 
three  fons,  Chtaire,  ChUderic,  and  Thierrii    We  muft  n6w 
teturn  to  Aujlrafiai 

GRlMOltDB, 

*  Vita  S.  Bathildis.  Gilfta  llcgum  Francorum.  «  AiiiioNu 
lib.  iv.  c.  41*  43*     Gefta  Regum  Francoram.  ^  Frbdiq. 

Chron.     Geila  Regum  Francoruoi;     Aimok. 

•^-^^ 

(N)  When  it  is  faid,  as^^^  riveour  knQwlegefromoriginsd 
find  It  in  many  6f  th6  French  authors  (i);  The  monk  then^ 
hidorians,  that  Clo*vis  ihe  fe-  froni  whofe  relation  ail  that 
cOnd  was  the  firfl  of  the  ftapid  dtlier  hilloriaris  Have  faid  i$ 
or  indolent  kings,  we  are  to  borrowed,  fpeaks  thus :  **  This 
iinderftand  this  of  his  falling,  in  **  prinfce  fpcnt  all  his  days  in 
the-two  laft  years  of  his  life,  in-  "  peace;  but  To  fortune  would 
to  a  ftate  of  lunaiiy,  concemins  **  have  it,  that,  towards  the 
which  foinething  has  been  faid  *^  ddfe  of  his  life,  he  came,  as 
in  the  text :  but  in  cafes  of  this  **  if  it  had  been  to  pray,  to  the 
hajtui-e  it  is  always  belt  to  de-    «•  dormitory,  where  SW  Diowf^'-. 

(1)  Monach,  Divnyf,  mntmU 

Mod*  HtsT.  Vol,  XXITL  '  G  f  /«f 


it 

Dagobert 

andexiUd^ 
Cbilde- 
bcrt  fuh' 
fiituUd^ 
depofed,^ 
Childeric 
f  laced  on 
tbt  throne. 


Gftiiif o^I'DBy  as  far  as  ca^  b^  difisom^,  ^V^M.  ^g^ 
k/^rtf  Xh^  ioQ  of  hW  opsUt^  ^g9k<rt^  to  be  iM:aclaMn«4  ^ 
2^nowlfge4  ^u^>  bi^t  bow  ^ng  h^  ivJSkvcit  b^  |o  nmr 
that  title  Is  T^  upccrtaia  ^.  He  had  not  the  cruetty;  topoik 
bim  to  death }  to^  h^vi^g  eo^ployed  Pi^suo^  bi|h/Qp  of  Pci^mri, 
to  (have  huDj»  he  feai;  bim  to  a  mooaftery,  ]«»  iE<W€  ^  ^ 
Mreftera  iflaads  of  Scotland^  aod  then,  giviog  ^t  be  wa^ 
dead,  adv^ced  his  pwn  ioa  (HM^hri,  uoder  pi9lfMe  eC 


«  Gefia  Regain  Francoripv  cap»  43^ 

beiti. 


Vita  Sa^ai  Sigt^ 


*'  /«j  the  inartyr  and  his  fdlow 
f^  £unts  were  r^pofed,  and,  be- 
^  iflg  defirous  to  have  Tome  of 
^'  their   selicks  with  him,  he 
*>  comanaaded    that    the    fe- 
^  ptjlchre  ftieBU  be  opeaed ; 
^  wheflila0hiogoroatbecorp£B 
^  of  ^f  blefl^  aad  cx^^»t 
**  martyr  and  p^rieft  Diomfinft 
*^  Vfith  an  irreU^u^  ai4  cqi- 
*<,  vetoii^s  ey^  h^  b^olFe  and 
^  feized  upon  his  arm  bone^ 
*•  and,  being  flupified,  felHm- 
*'  mecNately^nto  madneft.  Bpt 
*  H  was  not  on  him  alene  that 
^  this  feai^  and  terser  fell,  bnt 
*^  oa  thofe^who  atfeeodedbim, 
**  which^  the  place  becoming 
^  darbQfa&i4den)terrifiedthem 
^  fomuchy  that  they  placed  all 
c*  (afcflr  in  flight.    ^e»fome 
^*  fpace  qif  time,  in  erder  tp 
*•  recover  his  ittS^^  he  gave 
'*  certain  lands  to  tiie  convent, 
'^  and,  caufin^  the  bone  to  be 
^  richly  infhrined  in  gold,  fet 
**  with  precious  ftones,  he  fe«t 
**  it  back  ta  be  depoA(ed  with 
^  the  body.    Some  lucid  imer- 
^  vaU  afte;r  this  he  had ;  but  v^ 
•*  the  fpace  of  tweyears,  wiri|.. 
•*  out  ever  recovering  his  ieiife^ 
•*  perfeftly,  he  flnifhed  his  life 


'<  aadMiga.*'  LatetbifionaQ^ 
have  referred  the  Mng^s  wealt- 
nefs  of  mind  to  his  voluptuous 
courfe  of  life,  and  to  his  C3;ceffi^ 
ift  wise  and  women  (»).    But  ii 
is  fomewhatftrange,  that  tlic^ 
who  had  ^d  fenie  ean^kt^ 
iiejeft  the  Judgment.  ApqMm- 
▼ectheleii&  think  thcmfebreaeb' 
b^d  tp  a<;caunt  for  the  b£L  I|p 
is  bighjy  probal^le  thay  were 
both  true  alike^  or,  in  |^lai% 
t^nps,  th^t  there  was  not  afylr 
lable  of  truth  in  Either  (3).  Hb 
making  Ifree  with  she  treafuret 
of  iKia  rich  eonven^^  ia  a  ttme 
of  iaavcity  is  not  to  he  disposed; 
and  tho-  h^  replaced  theio..  aed 
was  in  other  refpeds  a  guest 
benefactor  to  the  houfe,  yet,  (» 
itt  afid^  what  they  efteemed  fo^ 
daagerou%    a  pi^<;eden<;r    the 
monks  had    recourfe  to   th^ 
pious  fraud,  and,  as  it  came  tot 
b^    afterwards    couatenaaced 
from  a  roaxim  of  ftate,  we  need 
aot    wonder    that    it  gaiacd 
belief  (4).    We  todl  f<5c  tha{ 
this  att^n^pt  having  fuc^<^ded 
fo  well,  tales  of  th^  like  natufjs 
wete  invented  upon  other  oecar 
fions,  and  met  withs  the  fame 
fcrtuue(5). 


(ft)  A^ef»  Cbronologhue  de  tHifi^re  de  France  pati  U  Sieur  dt  Aitpfr^^  M^ 
eatfl  dn  Rots  de  f^&nce  hur  Ctft^omw  6f  Maifbn  par  Jesn  du  ftffet,  f 3)  Dif- 
fination  an  Sujfi  deaosderniers'Rm,  &c.  fat  i*^he  Vertot,  (4)  AWor/Ze 

Miftoire  de  Franc$  par  M,  Imh  U  Gendtt.  (5}  See  tki  next  mee,  VJUAa 
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his  inaft«f'$  adoption,  to  t*he  throne  ^  which,  kWertf ,  hd 
did  not  lonff  enjoy  ^  It  docs  not  appear,  that  the  nobility 
had  any  fuipicion  of  Dagobert^  bdng  alive ;  but  they  had 
tio  opinion  oi  Grhnoalde's  fettihg  up  his  fdn;  and  therefore 
they  encouraged  queen  Innechilde  to  go  to  the  court  of  king 
CloviSf  and  to  demand  his  protefVidn  dnd  jftTpport.  This 
fpeedUy  produced  a  revolution ;  for  i^rcbantbaud,  who  was 
Mmfeif  allied  to  the  royal  line,  came  with  an  arniy  into  y^u- 
Jlrafia^  where  he  depofed  Ghildehert^  carried  away  Grimoaldc 
prifoner  to  Pdris^  where  he  periftied  not  long  after,  and 
placed  his  mafter's  fecond  fon  Chilchric,  then  about  three 
years  old^  upon  the  throne  K  It  does  not  appear  what  be* 
^^mc  oi  Chiidehert  \  but,  in  all  probability,  his  youth,  and 
his  being  barely  the  inftrument  of  his  father's  ambition* 
faved  him  froaa  puniftiraept.  Chvis  did  not  furvive  this 
great  event  any  long  time ;  ht  is  faid  to  have  been  addiftcd 
to  women  and  to  vnne,  and  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  firft 
of  tbcrfe  on  whom  the  French  writers  have  bellowed  the  op^ 
probrious  name  of  Les  Rots  FaineanSy  i.  e.  incapable  or  in- 
doUnt  princes ;  though  fome  late  writers  have  fufpefted  this 
^as  rather  contrived  to  gratify  the  defccndants  of  Pepin  the 
Ihort,  than  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  who  lived  under 
them,  and  who  eijtprefled  great  regard  for  them  h; 

CLof  AiRJE  the  third  was  immediately  declared  king  of  Ci8taiTe 
Burgundy  and  Neuftria.,  being  about  five  years  of  age,  under  III.  <iVi 
the  mition  of  his  niother,  queen  Satilde,  Ebroin  being  chofeiS  'without 
mayoi;  of  the  palace  ^    We  fiiid  different  and  v^ry  oppofite  (^^^  ««^j 
tharaftcrs  of  this  minifter,  fmce  the  beft  part  of  what  {g^ifl^o- 
ftiled  the  hiftofy  of  Frdncey  under  this  period,  is  drawn  ^^^^.  ^*^* 
Out  of  tiie  Uve^  of  cct-tain  ecclefiaftics,  who  were  reputed  °*^"*^/f^- 
faints,  and  lived  in  thefe  timfes.    Accordingly,  therefore,  ^^^'^'^ 
fls  thefe  faints  lived  upon  good  <?r  bad  terni§  \^^ith  Ebroin, 
Iu&  chw^fter  appears  in  the  writings  of  their  panegyriils. 
^hiileems  to  be  tolerably  clear,  thdt,  while  the  (Jueeti  had 
to  other  miniiler  than  him,  (he  maintained  the  charad^er  of 
a;  wife  and  virtues  prir^cefe,  governing  with  great  reputa-r 
tion  and  tranquility,  and  hef  fon  had  all  (he  refpeft  and 
ti&cdience  fhewn  that  his  birth,  arid  dignity  required ;  but 
after  fce  brought  leger^  Hflxop  dt  Autun^  aild  Sigebrdnjg 

^  AiMOH,  cap.  4t.    Gefta  Regam  Frdincotuxa.    Vita  Sandli 
^  Sigeberci.  i  Vita  Sandi   Bc^htd.      Gcfta  Reguitt  Fran- 

corum.  AiMdN.  ^  Memolre  pou^  ftaUir  que  le  Royaain^ 
de  France  a£le  fucceffif-^hcre4it5iirc  dani  la  primiere  Race,  pai^ 
Mr/De  FbNOEMAcaF.  *  Fkedeo.  Chron.  cnj;  92,'  Gefta 
Regum  PrafifOram,  cap,  4^,  4.5.  '  ^ 


$4  fhe  Hijioty  ofyrznce:  B.XlX*; 

who  was  alfo  a  bifliop,  though  hiftory  has  not  preferved  die 
name  of  his  fee,  into  her  cabinet,  there  was  nothing  but  jca- 
loufy  and  confufion.    This  loft  prelate  was  not  only  a  man  of 
a  troublefome  temper^  which  embroiled  him  v/hh  Ehrom,  but 
of  a  fufpicious  chara<5ter  likewife,  which  drew  fome  cenfures 
upon  the  queen,  and,  in  a  popular  infurreftion,  proved  the 
caufe  of  his  being  facrijficed  to  the  public  hate.     That  prin- 
cefs  was  fo  much  ofifended  at  this,  that  (he  not  only  quitted 
the  regency  of  her  fon's  dominions,    and  the  court,  but 
witltdrew  likewife  from  the  world,  retiring  into  the  monaflery 
of  CheileSy  which  (he  had  rebuilt,  and  in  a  manner  refounded^ 
and  where  fhe  pafled  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  the  molt  ir- 
reproachable manner,   univerfally  refpeftcd  and  revered*^. 
Ebroin^  now  left  to  himfelf,  became  in  reality  what  his  ene- 
mies reprefent  him  to  have  been  always ;  that  is,  haughty 
and  covetous,  vindiftive  in  regard  to  his  enemies,  and  op- 
preflive  with  refpeft  to  the  people,  which  excited  univerfal 
difcontent.     While   things  were  in  this  critical  fituation, 
Chtaire  died,  when  he  had  reigned  fourteen,  and  lived  about 
nineteen  years  ^     Upon  this,  Ebroin  caufed  Thierri^  who, 
being  a  child  at  the  breail  when  his  father  died,  had  no  pro-, 
vifion  made  for  him,  to  be  proclaimed  king.     The  nobility 
and  the  people,  confidering  his  tender  age,  and  conceiving 
there  would  be  no  alteration  in  the  government,  rofe  up  im- 
'  A,]D.673.  mediately  inarms,  plundered  the  palace,  feized  the  wealth  of 
Ebroin^  who  retired  to  a  monaftery  to  fave  his  life ;  and,  not 
content  with  this,  caufed  Thierri  likeWife  to  be  thruft  into  a 
convent  and  fhaved  ;  who  it  was  not  To  much  as  pretended 
had  given  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint  ™. 
Childeric       Childeric,  king  of  Aujirafiaj  being  called  to  the  throne, 
4tt firft be-Xxi  this  time  of  confufion,   very  readily  accepted  it;  and, 
ha<ves        coming  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  new  dominions  at  Paris ^  fome 
'wi/e/yMt  of  the  nobility  prefented  his  brother  Thierri  to  him.     The 
hecomes      \Xvig  feeing  him  in  the  habit  of  a  private  man,  and  with  his 
JP^^  ^y  ^   locks  (horni  fhewed  great  tendernefs  and  concern,  and  afked 
ur'lhf*^  him,  what  he  could  do  for  him  to  comfort  him  in  his  diftrefs  ? 
//  abb*  T'torW  anfwered, ,"  that  he  left  his  caufe  entirely  in  the  hands 
^  ."  oiF  God,  Who,  in  due  time,  would  avenge  him  of  thofe 

'  •*  who  had  thuS  infulted  him  without  the  leaftprovocation  V* 

J^  Vita  Sandli  Leodegpii.,   Vita  San^  Bathildls.  '  Fr5-  i 

.  DEO.  Chrori.  cap.  92.    Gefta  ReguiQ  Francorum,    Vita  Sandli 
.  Leodegarii.  «  Fr^deg.   Chron.     AfMON.     Vita  San£li 

,  Leodegarii.,  ■  Fred  eg.  Chron*  cap*  97,    Gefta  Regam 


Francorusi. 


The 


C.  4^  •  ^^  Hifiory  of  France^  ?5 

The  yog  ordered  him  the  beft  Apartments  in  the  monaftery  . 
ol"  Sf,  Denis y  with  liberal  appointments  for  his  fupport.  The 
nobility,  as  foon  as  the  ferment  was  a  little  ceafed,  held  a 
kind  of  general  aflembly,  in  which  they  recommended  various 
things  to  their  new  king;  fuch  as,  that  he  would  reftore  , 
vigour  to  the  laws,  oblige  the  governors  of  provinces,  and 
other  minifters,  to  aft  according  to  thefli^  and  that  for  the 
future  be  would  not  repofe  his  entire  confidence  upon  any 
iingle  minifter,  Childeric,  defirou?  gf  peace^  and  of  enjoy- 
ing his  pleafures,  propiifed  tfe^m  whatever  they  aflced  ».  But, 
notwithftanding  thi^,  Wulfoade,  who  had  been  niayor  of  nhc  ' 

palace  in  Anjirafia^  continued  to  aft  in  that  capacity  in  all 
the  three  kingdoms  \  but  it  piuft  be  owned  his  mafter  did 
not  rely  entirely  upon  him ;  Leger^  bifhop  of  ^uturiy  who 
had  been  his  mother's  minifter,  and  the  principal  author  of 
this  revolt,  had  a  great  fliarc  in  l|i§  efteem.  He  was  a  man 
of  a  Cngular  charafter  ;  for,  with  great  piety  and  incor- 
ruptible probity,  he  was  opinioQative  and  very  narrow.  He 
treated  the  king  as  if  he  had  been  his  ^tolar  ;  which  in  a  i 
Tittle  time  difgufted  him,  and  that  to  fuch  4  degree,  that 
fupefting,  or  pretending  to  fufpeft,  him  of  treafonable  prac- 
tices, he  caufed  him  to  be  apprehended,  and  fent  him  to  the 
monailery  of  Luxeuil,  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  days  in  retreat  '. 
It  was  to  this  very  convent  that  Ebroin  had  retired,  and  their 
misfortues  having  extinguifhed,  or  at  leaft  fufpended,  their 
hatred,  they  became  in  appearance  very  good  friends,  and 
took  their  meafures  together  how  to  get  once  more  abroad  ; 
for,  having  been  fo  long  ufed  to  courts,  neither  of  them  could 
digeft  the  aufterities  or  the  privacies  of  a  convent.  In  the 
mean  time  Childeric  was  employed  in  paving  the  way  to  his 
own  deftruftion.  He  was  naturally  light  and  inconftanf, 
and  being  young,^  without  experience,  and  without  the  affift- 
%nce  of  wife  minifters,  gave  a-  loofe  to  his  paflions : 
confidering  whatever  contradifted  them  as  an  aft  of  dif- 
obedience,  though  founded  in  reafon  and  refpeft  to  the  laws, 
he  became  at  firft  wanton  and  wilful,  and  in,  the  end  cruel. 
This  excited  g^neraj  difcontent ;  and  the  Franks  were  not  in 
thefe  days  filent  when  difpleafed  *».  Bodilhuy  a  man  of  qua- 
lity, having  reprefented  fome  grievances  to  this  prince  pretty 
freely,  when  he  happened  to  be  in  an  ill  humour,  Childeric 
ordered  his  guards  to  lay  him  flat  t)n  the  floor,  and  beat  hin> 
fcvcrcly ;  which  they  performed.     Bodillon,  who  was  very 

P  Vita  Sanfti  Leodegarii.     Gefta  Regum  Francorum,    c.  47, 
P  Vita  San^li  Leodeg.'c.  6.  1  Fredeq,  Chrpn.  c.  98, 

G«fta  Kegum  Frai^corumi  c.  49.   * 
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8$  Vbe  fliftory  cf  fnn^c,  B.  XlK. 

brave,  and  had  many  friends,  aflembled  them  as  fcx)&  as  I19 
y/as  able,  furprifcd  the  king  whUc  hp  was  hunting  near  one 
pf  his  country  palaces,  and,  aft?r  reproaching  him  bitterly, 
I  thruft  him  through  ^yith  his  fword.     It  had  been  well  if  l^ 

1  -  ycngeance  had  flopped  her^ ;  but  proceeding  to  the  pahce, 

with  thofe  who  had  perpetrated  this  murder,  he  there  kiHc4 
the  unfortunate  queen  Blitidc^  or  Bilichilde,  then  preg&nt 
and  near  her  time,  and  the  innocent  prince  Dagobert^  then 
in  his  infancy ;  but  another  young  prince,  afterwards  named 
"Daniel^  efcaped  this  maflacre,  and  came  in  proccfs  of  time  to 
wear  bis  father's  crown  ^   There  never  was  certainly  a  coun? 
try  in  a  more  wretched  and  deplorable  condition  than  France 
^t  this  time,  withput  king,  without  ma^iftrate,  without  law, 
i^  wild  and  bloody  anarchy  prevailing,    Others,  imitating  tho 
eiample  of  Bq^illon,  and  being,  or  believing  themfelves,  in* 
jured,  armed  tjheir  friepds  and  dependants,  and  wrcake4 
their  refentmgnts  without  mercy,  or  gratified  their  avarice  and 
dieir  hate,  almoft  without  giving  thcmfelv^fts  the  trouble  of 
'covering  them  with  fpecious  pretence  •.  Such  were  the  con- 
fcquence?  of  this  ej^travagant  and  extrajudicial  ftroke  pf  priT 
yatc  juftice. 
Sicebcrt       WuLFOAQE,  mayor  of  the  palape,   thought  hlmielf  fq 
re/ored  to  H^tle  iu  fafety,  that  he  retired  with  what  friends  he  had  into 
itj/a-       Jujlrajia^  in  hopes  of  rpftoring  fpme  f6rm  of  gov^mnent  tq 
'^hers  do-  that  kingdom,  and  perhaps  of  alTcmbling,   by  degrees,  a 
^im'onsf    strength  fufficicpt  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  d^fordcrs.     Some 
kvh'ch,      ihink  that  "syith  this  view  he  proclaimed  Dagobert  t|ie  fccond, 
^otAjfyer,  (^^  ^^  ^\tig  Sigebefty  and  who  was  returned  out  of  Scotland 
ketnjoyed  ^.^^  my^rid,  afterwards  ar^hbilhop  of  York,  king  of  that 
i>ut  a^env  ^^^^  ^£  Aujirafia  y^hich  lay  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine  ^ 
Jf'^f*        jt  feems  more  probable  to  others  th^t  he  found  him  already 
king ;  ChilderiCi  who  had  a  great  rcfpeft  for  his  mother  Infu- 
chitde^  having  conlented  that  he  (hpuld  enjoy  that  part  pf  hi? 
father's  country  "• ,   But,  taking  advantage  of  theffs  confu- 
lions,  it  is  aUowed  that  he  extended  his  territories,  and  rer 
covered  at  length  the  bell  part,  if  not  all,  of  his  father'i 
kingdom  ;  which  he  enjoyed,  however,  but. a  few  years,  be- 
iDg  treachcroufly  killed  as  he  was  hunting,  tpgether,  as  fomii 
writers  fay,  with  bis  fon  Si^eb.ert,  by  the  remnant  of  the  in- 
veterate faftion  of  Crimoaije,  who  in  th?  end  exterminatecj 
the  whole  race  of  Clovis.    The  bodies  of  Dagobert  and  &£»• 

!  AiMO^.  lib.  iv.    Apon.  Chron.  f  Vita  SanfU  L«o* 
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4ttrt  "Dmt  tBttcrred  At  ^eiw^  where  the  former  wai  Intrieed  tt 
a  faiBt  ^* 

In  a  (hort  time  after  his  brother •'s  death,  Thkrru  quHtlng  Thierr!  is 
the  knoDftitery  of  St.  t)Mh,  where  he  had  lived  as  a  private  ^f»r/c»w/ 
fldan,  bat  not  a$  a  monki  went  to  Ncgent  on  the  SBtne,  now  ki^g^  mnd 
mailed  Si.  CSbud,  and,  beilig  attdiided  there  by  many  of  the  is  cmptll^ 
liobllity,  declared  Leuiefie,  the  foil  of  ErdAnoaid^  rssx^ot  di'^*^^^* 
the  paUce.  Tfa^  bllho^  of  AiAu)ii,  Who,  with  EbrAn^  had  ^^^. 
quitted  hit  moiialtery  and  refmned  his  epifcopal  funAion^  £Dix>ia 
Htjuickfy  joined  the  king,  and  was  veff  giaeloafly  «c«ved,^r^^   - 
though  he  hiid  beeh  the  pi-lnei^al  author  <?  that  revolt  which  tbtpauLv 
^ioccalioned  his  dep<^tien  "".     Thurri  hlmfelf,  as  appears  by 
authdtodt  charters,  confider^d  this  only  asrdami&g  thego- A.D.673. 
vemment,  and  not  as  inheriting  the  tegai  dignity  h-om  his 
iirother  CMderic.   But  the  hopes  thkt  had  been  concaved  of 
Bbroin^^  fubmittiag  Were  quickly  ^iSxpsXtA.    He  drew  to- 
other his  old  friends,  ahd  chiefly  Oich  as  hlul  fu&red  fet 
bim,  and  tc»  thefe  he  added  fuch  di  the  banditti  of  all  parties 
l»  thoii^t  it  incottfiftent  With  their  tntteefts,  as  well  as  le* 
l^ugnant  to  their  inclinations^  to  fubmit  to  any  gDvcmment. 
His  t>arty  being  become  re^y  ftrong>  he  drove  &e  king, 
through  fear,  froth  place  to  place,  tm>ugh  he  did  not  pre« 
•end  to  queftion  his  title ;  but  infifted  that  he  ought  to  be 
l?eplaced  in  hii  employment  J.    He  pitfiied  bis  drffinualatioa 
fo  &r  ai  to  invite  iJiukJiei  "^^d  then  held  it,  to  a  conference ; 
kx>  which  the  lattei",  fincerely  defirous  of  reftoring  peace, 
%rilllngly  confented ;  but  in  his  way  thither  was  aflaffinatecK 
iThis  rdifed  fo  general  and  fo  juft  an  averfion  to  Ebroin,  that 
lie  faw  it  would  be  mdre  difficult  for  him  than  ever  to  fucceed 
in  his  defign  t  upon  which,  retiring  ;nto  Jufira/ia,  he  fet  up 
an  unknown  youth,  upon  whom  he  beftowed  the  name  <k 
ClotfiSf  ^nd  (he  quality  of  fon  of  Clotaire^  which  gained 
iiim  fo  great  an  acceffion  of  ftreogth,  more  efpecially  as  he 
affirmed  that  TibVrrf  was  dead,  that  he  became  more  formid- 
;*le  than  ever  *,    The  firft  ufe  he  made  of  his  power  was  t6 
fend  a  ftrong  body  of  forces,  imder  the  command  of  fomc 
lords  as  wicked  as  hithfelf,  and  two  trifhops,  who  had  been 
depofed  for  a  variety  of  crimes,  to  inVeft  Autun ;  where,  tp 
J^refcrve  the  city,  the  biftiop,  who  was  the  pbjeft  of  his 
vengeance,  furrendered  himfclf  into  their  hi|nds ;  and  they, 
}^  l)is  direftions,  put  out  his  eyes,  and  would  have  left  him 

^  Vape$i|  Gcfta  Prancorum.  *  Axmon,  lib.  iv.  c.  45. 
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to  ftarre,  if  the  duke  of  (fhampagne,  out  of  pu»  humanitji, 

had  not  relieved  him  *. 
Jfier  It  might  have  been  imagined,  that  the  miferable  fituadoa 

manyytan  of  the  biihop  of  Autun  yrould  have  fatiated  the  malice  of 
tyranny y    Ebroin,  and  that  the  king's  accepting  hi^i  in  quality  of  mayor 
£broin»    of  the  palai:e,  to  which  he  was  compelled^  and  which,  ia 
tnayor  of  efFcft,  wa$  receiving  him  for  his  m#er,  might  have  gratified 
'^%^^(r^*  his  ambition  *>.     Ebroin,  however,  was  not  .either  appeafe4 
atef      '  ^^  'Content.    He  publiftved  a  general  amnefty,  that  he  might 
fix  his  own  power  upon  the  firmeft  b^s ;  and,  when  he  ha4 
A  D  68«  '^^o^S'^^  things  into  tolerable  order,  he  made  pp  fcruple  of 
'    ■     ^'  declaring,  that,   notwithftanding  this  apinefty,  there  wer? 
two  points,  into  which,  for  the  fafisty  pf  the  ftate,  it  wa| 
abfolutely  nece(Iary   to  enquire;  thp  .firft   was  the  depo- 
fition  of  Thierri,  and .  thp  fecond  the  murder  of  fhilderiCf 
By  this  contrivance  there  were  none  left  innocent,  whom  he 
had  a  mind  to  confider  in  another  light.     TJie  biihop  <rf 
Autun  and  bis  brother  were  charged  with  prpfqring  the 
death  of  Childefic ;  the  former  had  his  lips  and  part  of  hi^ 
tongue  cut  off,'  the  Igttier  was  ftoned.     Two  years  after  the 
bi^iop,  upon  a  new  accufatlon,  was  condemned,  degraded^ 
and  put  to  death  S     Others,  who  had  provoked  him,  felt 
the  weight  of  Ebroin's  refentment  in  as  high  a  degree,  th? 
king,  who  was  no  lefs  in  his  power  than  his  fubje6ls,  not 
faring  to  interpofe.     We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that 
the  nobility  of  Avflrftfiay  though  rejit  into  faftion  amongft 
themfelves,  were  univerfally  djippfcd  to  hinder  Ehroin  from 
extending  his  power  into  that  country ;  to  prevent  which 
they  fet  up  two  rich  and  potent  men,  who  were  coufios,  and 
bellowed  on  them  the  title  pf  dukes  of  Aiiftrafta.     The 
names  of  tbefc  two  dukes  were  Martin  and  P^pin  ;  the  forr 
iner  had  the  greater  intereft,  but  the  latter  ivas  the  abler 
man  **.     EbroWf  who  had  a  numerous  and  well-difciplined 
,  army,  marched  againft  them  ^s  if  they  had  been  rebels  to 
Thierriy  which  they  really  were  not.     He  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  defeat  them  in  battle,  and  afterwards  befieged  Marr 
tin  in  the  city  of  Laon ;  where,  having  prevailed  upon  him  to 
furrender  that  place,  upon  a  promife  of  fafety  made  by  the 
bifliops  of  Paris  znd  Bheinis,  he  was  no  fooner  matter  of  it 
than  he  caufed  him  to  fee  beheaded  ^     Pe^in  in  the  mcap 

*  Ursinus  in  Vita  Sar.dli  Leodegarii.  *»  Aimon,  Jib, 
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time  had  reoHiied  his  forces,  and,  having  chofen  a  ftroQg 
camp,  refolved  to  deftod  himfelf  there  to  the  laft  extremity.  ' 

•JThe  mayor. of  the  palace  wj^5  preparing  to  attack  him,  wheii 
he  fell  by  the  h^nd  of  an  enemy  whom  he  did  not  fufpeft.. 
Ermenfroi^  who  wa5  Aeward  of  the  king's  houftiold,  had 
been  guilty  of  pppreiGons,  for  which  £^rt?i«  had  caufed  him 
to  be  deeply  fined.  This  man  had  a  refentment  quick  as  his 
own,  and,  having  engaged  fome  of  his  friends  to  affift  him> 
they  attacked  the  mayor  of  the  palace  a;s  he  was  going  to  his 
devotions  on  a  Sunday  mprning,  and  difpatch^d '  him  with 
their  knives,  being  >yithout  other  arms,  to  prevent  fufpicion  ; 
after  which  they-  fled  to  thec^p  qiPepiriy  who  very  readily 

graated  thexn  hi^  protection  K     IJpon  this  foundation  fome 
ave  fuppofed  him  to  l)e  the  author  of  the  murder. 
The  npbility  elected.  }Varat6n  to  fucceed  him  as  mayor  of  p^^j^ 
the  palace,  by  which  they  put  i^to  his  hands  the  fupreme  di-  compels 
re6Hon  of  a^airs  in  the  kingdoms  of  Neuftria  and  Burgundy,  ThierH/t 
lie  was  a  man  of  a  mild  and  peaceable  difpoiitiop,  and  who  receive 
feemed  tpli^ve  be^n  raifed  to  that  eminept  employment  rather  inm  as 
put  of  refppft  to  his  quality,  jchaii  his  talents.    He  carried  on  ^^yor  ^f 
the  war  againft  Pepin  timproufly  and  tardily,  which  pvo- 1^^  P^^^^^i 
voked  bis  fon  Gijlemar  to  fupplant  hip  in  a  poft  for  which  ^•l^-^^9* 
he  was  much  fitter  «.  He  prefled  the  Aiiftrajians  exceedingly,  , 
and  in  all  probability  had  determined  the  war  in  his  own  fa- 
vour at  laft,  if  not  in  his  mailer's,  had  not  death  interpofed 
and  removed  him  at  a  very  critical  conjunfture.     He  was 
fucceeded  by  his  brother-in-law  Bertaire^  a  man  of  a  hafty 
and  Jiapghty  difpofition,  wlio  treated  the  nobility  with  fuch . 
difrefpeft,  that  fpme  of  them  retired  into  Aujirajia^  and 
many  more  began  to  enter  into  intrigue5  with  Fepin^  ^'hom 
they  fought  to  draw  into  Neuftria^  alluring  him  that  they  had 
much  rather  fee  him  at  the  head  of  their  councils  and  armies 
than  Bertaire^  who  had  treated  them  fo  unworthily,     Pepin 
proceeded  flowly  and  cai^tioufly,  and,  before  he  would  in-  • 
yade  either  Neuftria  or  Burgundy ,  fent  deputies  to  intreat 
Thierri  to  reftore  the  exiles,  that  had  retired  to  him,  to  their  . 
poids  and  patrimonies,  and  tP  redrefs  certain  grievances  that . 
were  highly  detrimental  to  the  nation  in  general.     This  wa$  "• 

rejefted  with  great  contempt ;  upon  which  Pepin  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers  with. his  forces.  Thierri^  and  his  mayor 
of  the  palace,  marched  with  a  numerous  army  to  meet  them 
ip  the  Vermandois  ;  they  engaged,  and  though  the  royal  army 
behaved  well,  and  difputcd  the  vidlory  for  many  hours,  yet 
jji  the  end  they  were  beaten.     The  king,  fled  to  Paris y  and 

f  CoQt.  Frepsg^  cap.  lOO,  s  Annales  Metenfes. 
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Bertaire  much  farther ;  bot»  being  modi  IMbiffidtbd  with 
his  treafai^»  his  own  foldiers  ooDfj^red  AgidAft  1ubi>  attr- 
dered  him,  and  (hated  his  wealth  amongft  ^m  ^  Thb  fat 
an  end  to   the  difpate,  and  delivtred  iati»  die  hands  <i 
Pepin  both  the  king  and  his  kiBgd<Hil» 
tatvis  the     It  is  requifite  to  fay  fomething  more  pdfdciilariy  of  tbk 
king  ban-  g^eat  man,  who  had  himfelf  the  power»  and  Whole  grft&dfoa 
b  *^f*ij!^fy  aflamed  the  title  of  king,  of  France.  He  is  commoaly  eaUdd 
/     "^^    P^pin  d:Heriftal,  from  a  palaiic  of  his  on  the  Mei^e^  liboiit 
Ilutelfibe  ^'^'"^^  "*^*^*  above  Liege^  Mrhcre  there  is  now  A  town  of  the 
(Jvemgn-  ^^°^^  name.     He  is  fometlmes  denominated*  fh^m  the  ^figvrd 
/;  ^/i&*    of  his  pcrfon,  Pepin  U  GroSt  or  Pepin  ike  Fat-.    W6  fl&d 
francs,     him  fometimes  (tiled  P^pin  kVieux,  er  Pepin  the  Old,  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  grandfon  Pepin  the  Short  %  abd  fometiflies  Pt- 
pin  k  Jeune,  or  Pepin  the  Toung,  to  di(tingQi(h  hkn  from 
Pepin  de  Landen,  who  vras  mayor  of  the  palace  to  Sigehett 
II.     This  Pepin  dHeriJial  was,  in  all  rcfpefi^^  one  dF  the 
greateft  men  that  age  produced,   extremely  brliv6  in  his 
perfon,  aiiable  in  his  manner,  eafy  of  accefs,  mild  in  his 
diicourfe,  very  ambitious,  ;»nd  withal  modeft  and  moderate 
}n  appearance:  in  (hort,  a  great  capta}^,  a  confummato 
Ilatefman,  and,  which  was  more  than  either,  fo  prudent  in 
every  thing  he  did  ^nd  faid,  that  he  fetdpm  loft  a  friend,  and 
never  created  an  enemy  «.    He  recrfved  Thiej^ri  as  if  he  had 
intended  to  be  the  moft  hnmble  and  the  moft  dutiful  of  his 
fervants :  he  paid  him  all  the  refpefl:  po(EbIe,  and  took  ail 
the  care  he  could  to  hide  his  chains  from  himfelf  and  the 
public.    Whenever  it  was  necedary  for  him  to  appear^  he 
appeared  in  ftate.    A  irhariot,  drawn  by  oxen,  rolled  him 
along  the  ftreet,  furrounded  by  guards,  partly  for  pomp, 
partly  for  fecurity,  but  chiefly  to  prevent  any  from  approach- 
ing him.     He  gave  audience  to  embafladors,  he  received  ho* 
mage  from  tributary  princes,  and  was  prefent  at  all  public 
folemniries,  with  a  pageantry  that  at  once  pleafed  and  de* 
ceived  the  people.     The  reft  of  his  time  hd  fpent  at  fome 
country  palace,  where  he  had  a  good  table,  kept  his  great 
officers,  and  a  competent  number  of  domefticks,  but  he  wa$ 
not  troubled  with  affairs  ".     Pepin  bcflowed  the  commands 
in  the  army,  diftributed  provinces,   appointed  dukes  and 
counts,    and   in   (hort  fuflained  all  the  fatigued  of  fove- 
reignty/  though  he  was  fo  humble  ae  to  content  himfelf  with 
the    title  of  duke    and  prince  of  the  Franks^     Here  in 
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faft  ended  the  empire  of  Ghvis.  Pepin  itfferifial  might, 
USath  propriety  enough,  be  faid  to  pnt  an  ^nd  to  the  Maro- 
tfingiofi  race,  fmce  from  this  time  they  ^bft  all  authority, 
and  were,  in  reality,  not  more  than  breathing  (hadows,  and 
phantoms  of  royalty,  "which,  except  their  hair  and  their 
fobes,  had  nothing  in  them  of  )fings«  But  whatever  became 
of  the  femlly,  we  muft  dp  him  the  juftice  tp  fay,  that  ho 
prcferved  thf  empire  of  Clovis,  vhich  otherwife  ipuft  hav^ 
grumbled  to  pieces  through  its  oyn  weight,  and  the  inca- 
pacity of  thpfb  who  (hould  have  fupportcd  it  K 

At  his  entranci?  on  the  adminiftration,  Pepin  fippDed  him-  p^p|- 
fplf  v^orqufly  to  cprreft  the  faults  of  Ws  predeceflbrs,  and  ^^^ 
jto  bring  all  things  into  order :  but  he  began  yery  wifely  with^^^^j^  ^ 

Sopular  meafures ;  he  recalled  fifch  as  were  exiled ;  he  re.  fairs  ii^tp 
ored  many  to  then*  employments,   and  inany  more  to  order ^  ami 
their  patrimonies ;  he  heard  grievances  patiently,  and  re- "  Inghly 
dreflcd  them  willingly ;  he  Ihewed  profound  refpeft  to  ^t^^fp^^^ 
clergy,  but  conftrained  them  to  maintain  an  »ift  difdpline;  hfi^^ig* 
he  brought  th?  finances  into  good  order,  and  obliged  the^**'^'' 
dukes  and  counts  to  govern  the  people  according  to  the  laws, 
and  to  be  obedient  to  tl^em  themfelves.    He  received  the 
aflemhlies  at  the  beginning  pf  March,  at  which  the  prelates, 
as  well  as  the  nobiB^,  wer6  prefent ;  where  laws  were  made 
^nd  repealed,  and  where  the  ftate  of  the  empire,  in  all  re- 
foefts,  was  ftriftly  and  punftually  examined  ".    In  thefe  af- 
femblies  Thierri  was  always  prefent,  feated  on  a  throne,  and 
jTurtounded  by  his  ofScers ;  all  proceedings  being  in  his  name, 
and  all  grants  faid  to  iflue  through  his  ravour.    This  fuddto 
and  extraordinary  alteration  rendered  Pepin  fo  famous,  that  A.D.dcz* 
not  only  the  Sclavonians  and  the  Huns,  but  the  king  of 
the  Lombards,  alfo  the  Greek  emperor  Juftinian  11.  and  even 
the  Saracens,  fent  their  ambafladors  to  the  court  of  France, 
where  they  m^de  their  prefents,  and  paid  their  refpefts  to 
Thierri,  and  faw  with  aftonifhment  the  plainnefs  and  fimpli- 
xuty  of  Pepin*s  appearance,  who  took  all  the  pains  imagina- 
ble to  hide  frpm  the  public  that  love  of  power  which^  not- 
iBvithftanding,  occupied  his  whole  thoughts./  Thierri  fur- 
vived  this  change  about  three  years,  and  then  died,   under 
forty   years  of  age,  leaving  by  his  wife  Clotilda  two  fons, 
plovis  and  Childebert ". 

On  the  demife  of  Thierri,  Pepin  proclaimed  his  eldeft  fon  ciovis 
Clovis  III.  then  about  ten  years  old,  without  faking  any  no-  m.  bean 
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Uce  of  the  younger,  as,  perhaps,  not  caring  to  have  the. 
trouble  of  two  fons.  This  young  prince  bore  the  r^al  titl^ 
a))out  four  years ;  during  which  fpace  Pc^in  was  employed 
j;i  humbling  the  Fri/ons^  and  other  barbarous  nations,  who^ 
difdainiug  to  be  the  trjibuta^ies  of  the  mayor  of  the  palace, 
thought  to  have  ftaken  off  the  yoke  of  the  Franks ^  with  the 
fame  fsafe  that  he  had  done  his  mafter  j  in  which,  however, 
they  found  themfclves  extremely  miftaken  o.  After  tjie  de- 
,  mife  of  Clovis,  his  brother  Childebert  was  falute^  king,  and 
led  the  fame  inaftiv.e  lifi?  his  f;ather  had  done,  while  Pepitj, 
humbled  the  Jllemanjs  and  the  Bavarians,  and  other  nations^ 
•  which  rendered  him'  highly  refpeftied.  His  care  of  the  public 
•  did  not.  hinder  his  being  very  afliduous  in  providing  for  his 
flimily  V  he  had  by  his  firft  wife  PleBfude  two  fons ;  Drogon, 
whom  hp  made  duke;  of  Burgundy^  and  Grimoalde,  whp  was 
igayor  of  the  palace  to  Childebert  p.  Being  divpfced  from 
her,  h^  married  Jlpaide,  and  had  by  her  t\yo  fons  alfo ; 
Charles,  farnamed  Mart  el ^  and  Childebrand ':  but  Ple^rude 
being  reftored  to  his  favour,  they  were  not  raifed  to  any 
j^,£)^7ix.gr<?at  poll  during  the  life  of  their  father.  AsiorDrogon^ 
duke  of  Burgundy,  he  was  of  a  warm  and  aftive  difpofition, 
brave,  liberal,  and  magnificent ;  but  he  died  in  the  flower 
pf  his  age,  and,  as  fome  fay,  not  without  iflue.  Grimoald^ 
was  of  quite  another  ^arafter,  mild,  humane,  pious,  but 
withal  a  man  of  great  parts  and  prudence,  wbicli  rendered 
him  th^  favourite  of  his  father,  whp  d^pend^d  upon  hliQ  for 
the  fuppprt  pf  his  houfe.  Childebert  II.  dyings  after  a  reiga 
of  feventeen  years,*  his  fon  Dagpbert  II.  was  declared  king, 
and  Grimoalde  mayor  of  the  p^ace :  he  afted,  however,  in- 
tirely  under  his  father's  orders,  and  obeyed  him  with  all  the 
exaftnefs  poffible  ^.  His  power,  and  his  good  fortune,  could 
not  defend  him  from  the  effefts  of  age  aad  infirmities.  lx\ 
the  third  year  of  Dagobert*s  reign,  he  had  a  dangerous  $t  pf 
^  Hcknefs  at  Jutily   not  far  from  Heriftal:    as  it  was  ber 

lieved  he  could  not  recover,  the  enemies  of  his  family  re-r 
folved  to  take  this  opportunity  of  deftroying  it,  and  witli 
this  view  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  Grimoalde,  whp, 
in  other  refpefts,  had  no  ways  deferved  it;  and  Rangaire, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  this  plot,  ftabbed  him  as  he  was  at 
prayers  in  the  church  of  St.  Lambert  at  Liege  ^  Pepin  re? 
covered,  and  revenged  himfelf  with  great  feverity  on  all  who 
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^vere  embarked  in  that  confpiracy;  and,  to  ftiew  his  great 
power,  as  well  as  his  warm  affeftion  for  his  fon,  he  appoint- 
ed his  only  child  TheudoaUe  mayor  of  the  palace,  though  he 
was  then  but  fix  years  old.  This  was  one  of  the  laft  afts  of 
his  life,  for  he  died  not  long  after,  rn  the  twenty-eightlt 
year  of  his  adminiftration ' . 

Plectrude,  in  quality  oftutorefs  to  hef  gtandfon,  af- Dagoberl 
fumed  the  direftxon  of  affairs,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  at  ^ing  under 
the  head  of  fucfi  a  government,  as  fcarce  any  hiftory  can  *^^  *^*^ 
Ihew  the  like;  a  woman  and  a  child  prefuming  to  rule  thrde  ^^^^  °f  ^* 
kingdoms,  while  the  king  was  alive  and  in  full  health' !  ^^'^'«''^^* 
It  would  have  been  fur^riiing  if  fhe  could  have  Carrred  on  th^         ^ 
government ;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  failed  through  "^^^^ 
her  imprudence.     She  was  apprehenfivc  of  fome  troubfe 
from  her  fon-in-law  Charles  Martel  %  to  prevent  which,  fhe 
caufed  him  to  be  imprifoned;  fhe  fecurcd  the  treafure  of  her 
deceafed  hufband ;  and  fhe  fpared  no  ffains  in  careffing  the 
nobility  whom  Pe^in  had  intrufled  with  the  principal  em- 
ployments.    She  qucikly  found  that  this  was  to  little  pur- 
pofe;  the  remains  of  that  faftion,  .which  had  oppofed  her 
hufband,  took  up  arms  to  refcue,  as  they  gave  out,  Dago^ 
bert  from  his  confinement.     Ple5frude  had  recourfe  to  tho 
Aiiftirafians,  who,   out  of  aflfeftion  t^  the  family  oi  Pepin ^ 
raifed  a  formidable  army;  which,  however,  was  beaten  by 
tYiZX  cf  Dagobert  and  Rainfroi,  whom  the  nobility  had  eleft- 
ed  mayor  of  the  palace ".     Thetidoalde  was  with  difficulty     . 
faved,  and  died  not  long  after ;  fo  that  the  vafl   llrufturc 
which  Pepin  had  erefted,  was  in  great  danger  of  being  over- 
thrown, and  the  old  conftitution  rcflored.    It  was,  however, 
preferved  by  an  accident;  for,  in  the  midfl  of  this  cfonfufioft, 
Charles  Martel  made  his  cfcape,  and  going  into  Aujirajia^  i 

was,  without  hefitation,  received  there  as  duke,  dx\d  quick- 
ly coUefted  a  good  body  of  troops  out  of  the  army  that  had 
been  defeated.  As  for  Ple6lrude,  fhe  had  flill  a  flrong  party, 
which  enabled  her  to  retire  to  Cologne,  with  the  treafures  of 
her  hufband.  Dagobert  refolved  to  purfutf  her  thither,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  undertaking  that  expedition,*  when,  very 
fortunately  for  thefamily  of  P^/iw,  he  was  removed  by  death,  p^jy^jf. 
in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  having  an  only  fon  Thierri^  "^* 
fnrnamcd  from  the  place  of  his  birth  Thierriof  Chclles,  at  the 
breaft  ^. 

This  accident  threw  the  mayor  of  the  palace  Rainfrot^  Chilperic 
and  the  noViYiiy  oi  Neujlria,  into  great  diforder ;  they  wanted  Daniel , 
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i/«js  ^nd  t  king  for  their  own  fecnrity,  who  had  fome  degree  of  capa- 
Charles     city  and  courage;  and,  therefore^  fetting  afidc  ThUrri,  they 
Martel      drew  out  of  a  convent  DanUJ,  the  (on  of  CkUderic  II.  tho'  a 
^^  ^f     derk,  and  having  beftowed  on  him  the  name  of  Cbi^erk^ 
AoHraua.  ^j^^y  advanced  him  to  the  throne*.     In  fpite  of  hijf  edecadoa 
and  misfortunes,  this  young  kins  (hewed  a  fpkit  faitaUe  to 
his  birth  ^ ;  and  putting  him£elt»  with  the  mayor  of  the  pa- 
kce,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  profecuted  the  defiga  of  his 
predecfiflbr,  and  marched  direftly  into  Auftrafia  ^.     He  at 
the  fame  time  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  duke  of 
the  FrifonSt  who  fpeedily  aflemb^  a  great  army,  and  with 
'     it  marched  dire^Uy  towards  Cehgm.    Charles  Muriel  fouod 
himfelf  between  two  armies,  and  his  forces  much  inferior  td 
dther;  he  ventured,  notwithftanding,  to  give  battle  to  the 
Frifons,  over,  whom  he  gained  no  aovaotdge  *.     This  check 
it>iK  it  out  of  his  power  to  prevent  the>un£^ioQ  of  their  forces 
*    with  thofe  of  Chilperic^  who  tbereupoa  laid  iiege  to  Cologne, 
PleSfrude  had  afbroag  garrifoo,  and  feemed  difpoled  to  mak^ 
an  obftinate  defence;  but,  however,  (he  offered  the  kii^ 
and  his  allied  a  very  large  £im  of  money  if  they  would  rais 
the  fiege.    In  all  probability  this  tempted  the  Fri/bns^  an^ 
the  king  found  himfelf  under  a  oeceffity  of  complying  with 
his  allies.   However  it  happened,  the  proposition  was  accept* 
ed,  the  money  recdvca»  and  the  fiege  raifed  ^i      The 
Fri/ons  therei^pon  retired  ioto  their  own  coumry }  and  the 
king,  finding  it  difficult  to  fubilfl:  his  army,  was  obliged  to 
retreat.    Charles  Mattel  dividing  bis  forcea  into  ieveral  bo- 
dies, harralled  the  king's  army  continually,  and^  in  the  fcvefi 
of  Jrdeuy  entering  the  camp  by  furprize,  cut  off  a  great 
Qumbert  this  railed  his  reputation  highly,  more  efpeeiaUy 
as  he  treated  his  prifooers  kindly,  anddifmUTed  tH^flol  M^thout 
ranfom*    It  alfo  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  Avfireifians ;  io 
that,  in  a  ihort  time,  he  found  himfelf  at  the  bead  of  a  vei^ 
numerous  army,  and  in  a  condidon  of  a^ag  ofifenfively 
againA  his  enemies  c. 
Ghartes         The  virtues  of  Pepin  were  inherited  by  Charles  y  he  kne^ 
Martel      perfeftly  how  to  improve  good  fortune,  as  well  as  how  to 
tompihtbeixx^Y^xt  the  want  of  it.     He  marched  his  forces  towards 
king  io      Cambray^  where  Chilperic  and  the  mayor  of  his  palace  hai 
^vn  him  eftablifhed  their  head  quarters;  but  being  arrived  between 
\fh^'^^t    "^^^^^  ^^^  ^'^'^  ^^^'  ^^  ^*^  °°^  immediately  give  the  kio^ 
Ikci!       batde,  but^  on  the  contrary,  entered  into  a  ncgodation, 
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declaring,  that  he  fought  no  more  than  to  be  reftorcd  ta  whiat 
his  father  pairefled,  and  that  thofe  who  had  fuffered  with 
him  might  likewife  fhare  in  this  change  of  fortune,  which 
was  immediately  rejeAed.    By  this  meafure  he  convinced  his 
troops  that  he  had  a  proper  concern  for  their  fafety :  he  per-, 
'{tiaded  them  that  right  was  on  their  fide^  and  that^  without 
viftory,  they  were  not  to  expeft  either  fafety  or  juftice  **- 
This  had  a  proper  efTeA;  his  troops  attacked  thofe  of  the 
king's  with  ipirit^  and  continued  the  engagement  with  fuch 
jrefolution,  that  they  gained  a  complete  vifbory,  on  Sunday 
the  19th  of  March,  according  to  thie  beft  cctoputations;  at-  A.D.717* 
ter  which  he  ravaged  all  the  country  as  far  as  Paris,  and  then 
i[etumed  with  his  vi£t(M:ious  army  into  Aujlrafia.  His  view  in 
taking  this  ilep  was  to  reduce  fiohgne,  and  get  thereby 
into  his  hands  the  treafures  of  his  father  Pepin,  which  he 
accomplifhed  without  much  dilEculty ;  for  having  pd-fuaded 
Ple^ruck  to  admit  him  into  the  city»  a  fedition  prdently  en*    ^ 
^ued,  which  put  him  in  poileffion,  and  her  in  his  power  ^ 
He.  ufed  hia  fortune  in  this  cafe  with  great  moderation ;  but 
pprceiviog  th^tCbi^erif  would  not  lifteif  to  any  terms,  and 
ths^t  the  people  of  Aufirafia  were  defirous  of  a  king,  he  took 
the  fame  ftep  that  Ebroin  had  done  in  like  ch-cumihnces,  and 
£^  up  Cktaire,  a  prince  very  probably  of  the  royal  blood  % 
but  ho\ic  pr  floQ)  whom  descended  no  hiftory  jnfbrms  us. 
Chilpfric,  and  Raufroi  the  mayor  of  his  palace,  faw  clearly* 
that  Qothing  now  >yas  to  bb  expected  l^ut  from  arms,  ana 
therefore  they  had  ]:ecourfe  to  Eudes^  duke  of  Atpdtaine^ 
ivho,  in  the  courfe  of  thefo  troubles,  had  made  himlelf 
QU^fter  of  all  that  the  Franks  had  poflefTed  on  the  other  fide 
the  toirt,  and  promifed  him,  if  he  would  aiSft  them  with  his 
forces  agsunft  the  Aufirafians,  to  acknowlege  his  right  to  the 
provinces  he  had  feized  ^    It  may  be  that  Eudts  little  re* 
garded  this  fanAion,  fince  he  was  very  well  able  to  defend 
%^Qft  them  what  he  had  acquired;  but  it  was  his  intereft  aft^ 
well  as  theirs  to  leflen  the  power  of  Charles,  who  might,, 
ioi^e  time  or  other,  endeavour  to  recover  this  country  to  the 
?ra/iAf ;  he  embraced  therefore  the  offer  that  was  made  him> 
and  with  a  very  numerous  army  joined  that  of  the  king.    . 
They  had  fcarce  time  to  deliberate  on  the  propercft  method  iot 
^Viiying  on  the  war  ;  fince  Charks  Martel,  who  had  now  the 
ne^ns  of  augmenting  and  maintaining  an  army,  was  ad* 
vaaccd  as  far  as^  Smjfons,  and  feemed  difpofed  to  find  then* 
otit,  if  they  did  not  march  to  fild  him.     If  they  had  taken 
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this  ftep  immediately,  poflibly  things  might  have  fucceedcd 
better;  but  this  unexpeftcd  march  of  the  Avjirafians  ?ifi- 
bly  difconcerted  them ;  while  they  endeavoured  to  delay 
coming  to  aclioD,  their  forces  dwindled  and  difbanded,  and 
being  rather  driven  than  defeated  by  Charles^  Rainfroi  march- 
ed one  way,  and  th6  king  and  the  dgke  oiAquitaine  another^. 
Chilperic  carried  with  him  his  treafurcs,  and  petfuaded  Eudes 
^  _^  to  augment  his  army,  that  they  might  again  try  their  for- 

',  '7 '9'  tune  in  the  field;  but  Charles  demanded   the  king  and  his 
treafures,  and  promifed  the  duke,  if  they  were  dchvered  up, 
his  frlendfliip,   and  the  peaceabk  poflefTion  of  all  that  he 
now  held.-     Elides y  intirely  guided  by  his  own  mtereft^  and 
having  no  reafon  to  expeft  greater  advantages  from  fupport- 
.ing  any  longer  the  fide  he  had  taken,  accepted  thefe  terms, 
.and  delivered  up  Chilperic  and  his  treafures  **• 
the  civil       Tn^  reception  oiTei^d  the  king  by  Charles  Marfety  was  as 
njuar  end'  honourable  and  as  kind  as  his  circumftances  would  permit: 
edj  and  the  Clot  air  d  dying   about    this    time?,    he    caufed  him   xb  be 
death  of    ackn'owleged  in  Aujirafia\  .and,  as  it  appears  froth  charters 
Chilperic  and  other  authentic  inftruments,  he  was  owned  for  the  fove- 
dfteratf,     rgjgQ  Qf  all  the  dominions  of  the  Franks,    Rainfroi  was  not  fo 
»neajj       eafiiy  reduced;  he  had  an  intereft  amongft  the    nobility: 
"^^*        they  faw  clearly  that  his  caufe  was  theirs ;  and  that  if  he 
.was  once  reduced,  as  they  had  nothing  fo  hope  from  the 
favour,  fo  their  fafetymuft  depend  upon  the  clemency,  of  the 
vldtor.     Charles  took  the  fame  method  to  put  an  end  to  this 
war,    that  he  had  done  with  regard  to*  the  former  *.    He 
pu(hed  Rainfroi  vigorouQy,  till  he  had  (hut  him  up  in  Ann-  , 
giery  where  be  oifered  him  the  county  of  AnjoUy  with  the 
ftrongeft  aflTurance  of  his  enjoying  it  peaceably,  which  Rdin- 
froi  jfeadily  accepted  ;  and  the  terms,  thus  fettled,  were  very 
honourably  niaintained  on  both  fides  ^,     Charles  was  equally 
fuccefsful  in  reducing  thofe  who  had  thf own  off  the  yoke  oi 
^•■^•725- 'the  Franki  :  he  beat  the  Suevians  by  fea,  the  Frifons  by  land  ; 
twice  he  defeated  the  Allemans^  and  gained  no  lefs  than  five 
vlv^loiies  over  the  Saxons y  fo  much  the  more  acceptable  to 
him,  as  they  were  purchafed  at  a  frhall  expence  of  blood. 
His  prudence  in  taking  his  meafures,  and  his  prom ptnefs  ia 
the  execution  of  them,  were  the  principal  caufes  of  his  coD- 
llaiit  vidlories  ;  which,  while  he  was  purfuing,  Chilperic,  "who 
had  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  misfortunes,  died,  after  a  ftiort  as  well 
as  a  reftlefs  and  unhappy  reign.    The  critics  in  French  hiflory 

8  Contin.  Fred  eg.  ^  Annales  Metenfes.         *  Aopw. 

'Chron.  ^  Nouvclle  Hiftoire  dc  France,  par  Le  Ge^drb* 

P,  Daniel. 

have 
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have  vp.  y  jtifily  excluded  the  name  of  this  monarch  frdm  the 
liil  '-  the  FaineanSf  as  he  was  perfonally:  prefent  in  three 
b  i,  and  upon  all  other  occafions  gave  inconteAahle 
IS  bf  his  aftivity  and  addrefs ;  fo  that  there  feemed  to  be 
.  .ling  wandng  to  render  him  a  great  prince^  but  a  little 
I  ctcr  fortune,  or  lefs  courage  or  capacity  in  his  competi- 
tor ^       .         . 

Thierri  rfChelles  was  brought  out  of  the  convent  upon  Thierrr 
this  occafion,  and  proclaimed  king  of  Aujlraftay  as  well  as  ^V.  or 
Neuftria  add  Burgundy :  he  is  ufually  filled  Thierri  IIL  but  Thierri  erf 
irith  greater  propriety  Thierri  IV.  and,  at  the  time  of  his  y^^^^^ 
acceifion^  could  not  be  above  feven  years  old  at  mofV.    His  i-^        j 
name  was  all  that  was  of  aiiy  ufe  to  Charles^  and  that  indeed  charier 
ftood  him  in  great  ilead.    He  was  always  in  arms,  and  always  Martel  his 
in  the  caufe  of  the  king  of  the  Franks  ;  the  dukes,  and  the  mayor  of 
counts,  who  controverted  his  orders,  he  confidered  as  rebels  thefalacet 
to  the  king ;  the  barbarous  nations  that  did  not  pay  their 
tribute,  were  the  enemies  of  the  Franks.     Thus  he  never 
wanted  fpecicais  pretences  for  perpetual  expeditions,  which 
kept  lip  a  numerous  army,  without  being  either  a  burthen  or 
a  terror  to  his  own  fubjefts ;  for  the  vanquifhed  always  bore 
the  expence  of  the  war,,  the  bouilds  of  the  empire  were  con- 
tinually ealarged,  the  clergy  were  conflantly  fent  into  the 
Dew  conquefls,  and  large  grants  to  the  church  were  to  him 
equivalent  to  garrifons,  in  which  he  followed  the  maxims  of 
his  father  Pepin",  and  whether  his  aftions  were  good  law  ox* 
ill,  they  had  always  a  fair  colour,  which,  with  full  coffers 
and  veteran  troops^  fecured  his  fame  and  fortune  ^ :  but  ths 
quality  which,  of  all  others,  contributed  moft  to  his  great- 
nefsj  was  his  fagacity  in  forefeeing,  and  his  aftivity  in  tak- 
ing his  meafures.     In  confequence  of  his  forefight,  Eudes^^ 
duke  of  AquitainSy  who  had  the  fame  faculty  in  a  great  de- 
^oe,  had  more  thin  once  infringed  the  treaty  he  made  with 
iim,  and  had  an  intention  of  proceeding  further,  if  fortune 
iJiad  favoured  him;  but  Charles  had  ever  his  army  at  hand 
l(to  check  him,  and,  by  ravaging  his  countfy  in  revenge,  oblig- 
^  i  him  to  renew  the  peace  he  had  broken  ".     That  princei 
light,  however,   fome  time  or  other,   have  created  him 
&uch  uneafmefs,  had  he  not  had  his  hands  full  with  another 
>  lefs  potent  enemy,  th&Moors^  whd  v/ere  md}crs  oi  Spain* 
8e  was  continually  embarraffed  with  them  for  fevef  al  years 
gether,  being  fometimes  in  war,  fometimes  in  league  with 

^  Annales   Metenfes*  «    Contin.  Frepsgarii. 
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their  chiefs,  one  of  whom  he  tempted  to  revolt  by  giving 
him  his  dkughter;  but  he  being  defeated  an3  flain,  the  duke 
of  Aquitaine  found  hlmfdf  in  a  very  diftrefled  conditioa  •. 
Abderamarii  governor  of  Spain  for  the  Khalif,  meditated  not 
only  the  puniftiment  of  Eudes,  and  the  conqueft  of  his  coun- 
try, but  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  ci  France,  and  to  efla- 
blifli  there  the  enormous  fwarms  of  Moors,  who  were  cond- 
nually  tranfporting  themfelves  from  Africa.  Eudes  penetrat- 
ing his  defign  from  the  prodigious  army  he  underftood  was 
forming,  and  knowing  how  unable  he  was  to  defend  himfelf 
and  his  country  from  fuch  an  inundation  of  infidels,  applied 
himfelf,  though  unwillingly,  to  the  duke  and  prince  of  the 
Franks.  Charles  readily  promifed  him  his  affiftance ;  and, 
having  long  before  expefted  fuch  an  invitation,  had  his  troops 
in  perfeft  readinefs,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftora,  and  had 
brought  into  the  field  many  thoufands  of  his  fubjeAs  from 
beyond  the  Rhine  p. 
Charles  Abderaman  broke  like  a  torrent  into  Aquitaine,  with  an 
Martel#«-army  fp  numerous,  that,  in  attempting  to  define  it,  fome 
pages  the  hiftorians  have  rendered  their  accounts  incredible.  Duke 
Moors  Elides  was  fo  little  in  a  condition  to  refift,  that  all  the  forces 
and  gains  j^g  could  raife  ferved  only  to  form  a  flying  camp,  and  this  was 
%ia7  .^^  that  Charles  expefted  q.  The  Moors  wafted  all  the  coun- 
^'  ^^*  try  as  they  proceeded,  took  and  deftroyed  the  great  towns, 
and  feemed  to  place  the  hopes  of  their  pofleflion  in  leaving  no 
places  of  ftrehgth,  to  which,  when  they  recovered  from  thdr 
confternation,  the  inhabitants  might  retire.  Charles  marched 
with  his  army  to  meet  them,  but  flowly,  and  in  good  order ». 
Between  Tours  and  Poitier  the  armies  came  in  fight,  and  fpent 
feven  days  in  fkirmifties ;  at  length  they  came  to  a  decifive 
battle,  in  which  the  troops  fi-om  beyond  the  Rhine  did  won- 
ders ;  their  gigantic  fize  in  comparifon  of  the  Moors,  and  the 
weight  of  their  battle-axes,  ballanced  the  inequality  of  num- 
bers. Ahderaman  behav«d  like  a  great  captain,  and  his  for- 
ces defended  themfelves  with  great  intrepidity;  the  Ghrifti- 
ans  fought  with  much  bravery  anAfpirit ;  but  tho'  they  killed 
multitudes,  the  infidels  did  not  break  or  give  way.  At 
length,  a  multitude  appeared  flying,  and  a  great  dond 
of  fmoke  and  duft  rofe  behind  the  army  of  the  Moors,  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine  had  broke  into  their  camp,  flaughtered 
their  women,  children,  and  fervants,  and  fet  fire  to  theh: 
tents :  this  determined  the  fate  of  the  day,  and  obliged  the 

^  Annales  Metenfes.  p  Isidpr.   tacenf.      Adoi^. 

Chron.  ^  Contin.  Fridsg.  '  Annales  Metenfes. 
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Moors  to  retreat  as  feft  as  they  were  able.    CharUs  did  not 
profecute  his  yiftory,  which  feeras  to  be  a  clear  proof  that  ' 

hislofs  was  much  greater,  than  thofe  hiftorians  make  it,  who 
fay  tliis  viftory  did  not  coft  him  above  fifteen  hundred  men ». 
The  next  year  the  infidels  made  another  attempt  on  Aqui^ 
taine^  to  no  purpofe ;  but  they  had  better  fortune  in  Pro* 
vencey  which  was  betrayed  into  their  hands  by  its  governor. 
This  drew  Charles  into  thofe  parts  with  a  numerous  army, 
with  which  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  Avignon  '.  He  foon 
transferred  the  war  into  Languedoc^  and  gained  another  great 
victory  over  the  Sarucens^  but  he  was  not  able  to  make  him- 
felf matter  of  Narbonne:  he  had,  perhaps,  carried  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  arms  farther,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to  attend 
particularly  to  domeftic  concerns.  He  granted  the  duchy  of 
Aquitaine  to  Hunaldy  the  fon  of  Eudes^  but  upon  exprefs 
condition  of  being  his  vaflal,  without  mention  of  the  king, 
and  Thierri  dying  about  this  time,  he  made  no  hafte  to  de- 
clare a  fucceflbr.  He  beat  the  Fri/ons,  and  killed  their  duke 
with  his  own  hands  i  he  diiBpated  more  than  one  confpiracy, 
made  a  league  with  the  Lombards,  and  undertook  to  aA  as  a 
mediator  between  them  and  pope  Gregory  III.  who  made 
choice  of  him  for  his  proteftor,  fent  him  the  keys  of  the 
tomb  of  St.  Peter,  offered  to  ftiake  off  his  dependance  on  the 
Greek  emperor,  and  to  proclaim  Charles  conful  of  J^ome  \ 
Thefe  propofitions  pleafed  him  extremely ;  but,  while  this 
great  affair  was  in  agitation,  all  tjie  great  perfons  interefted 
therein  were  removed  by  death,  the  emperor  Leo  on  the  iS^th  a,D,«4I^ 
ojf  June,  Charles  Martel  on  the  22d  of  OElober  (0),  and  the 
pope  on  the  aSth  of  November  "^^ 

Thb 

<  IsiDoit.  Pacenf.  <  Rodsric  ToletaIt  Hift.  Ara- 

bom.      Adon.  Chroa.     Annates  Metenfes.  *  Contin. 

Frbdeo.  ^  Annales  Metenfes.    , 

(O)  Ab  the  fecond  race  of  kings   of  Aufirafia,  and  who " 

the  Trench  kings  are  ftiled  Car-  had  three  fens  by  his  wife  Doda^ 

Jovingianst  in  the  opinion  of  before  he  became  an  eccleii- 

macy  writers,  from  this  Charles  aftic  and  biihop  of  Met%  (^). 

Martel,  We  will  in  this  note  His  fecond  fon  Anchtfus,  An» 

feire  a  foccin^l  account  of  his  chrfes,ov  Anjigius,  held  the  fame 

&nily  and  defcendants.    The  poft  his  father  did,  under  ^iVr- 

jDOft   antient  writers  rife  no  htrt^\sAVi%oi Auftrafia,  ^{^xiK^ 

higher  than  his  great  grand-  Bega  the  daoehter  of  Petin  of 

fMk€r  AmoU,^w  Armml,  ftew-  Z/i^/wr,' and  the  fifter  of  Gri* 

anl  of  the  noolhold  to  the  mealde,  by  whom  he  was  the 
{%)P,  Dutm.  dtE^fi^.  Mtttnfiu 

Ha  father 


too 

Carloman 
and  Pepin 
fucceed 
their  fa- 
ihert  and 
the  inter- 
regnum 
€Qntinu€Sk 
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T«^  fmmilar  fortvrac  wtiich  liad  attended  Charks  Mattel 

through  his  whote  life,  and  .^hich  had  accompmed  him  m 

hil  Rtfve,  feemcd  to  be  configned  ty  htm  to  Wb  family,     fo 

an  fSmbly  oftheiiobles,  held  a  fit tk  t,efore  h^sd^    te 

S«rfy  ti  his  fecoad fon P^m,  fumamed  /.  1?/^,  or^ 
5yJorf   becaufe  hewasihort  in  ftature,  though  very  flfOi« 


father    of    Tepin  o^^^^^enJlaL 
This  i^«cy?^//Jrj  was  ^med  as  he 
^as  hunting  by  one  Godwin, 
^ho  was  his  enemy,  aboat  the 
year  674 :  his  name  bcmg  the 
fame  wUh  that  of  the  father  of 
jSneasy  gave  the  flauerers  of 
this  houfe  an  opportunity   to 
faggeft  they    were  defcenckd 
from  the  Trojans.     Pepin,   as 
we  have  fhewn  in  the  text,  was, 
by  his  fecond  wife,  the  father 
of  Charles   Martel,   who   was 
born  Jtbdut  the  year  691,  re- 
ceived the  furnamc  of  Martel, 
as  fome  fey,  upon  the  defeat  of 
the  MoQrs  at  Poitiers.  ^  Uartel 
fignifies  a  hammer  (4).      Ho 
fcceived  from  his  father   the 
ambitious  maxims  of  his  fami- 
ly, which  he  tranfmhted  to  h» 
fons,  after  having  in  vain  tried 
•   the  expedient  of  an  interreg- 
num, in^hopes  of  weaning  the 
people  from  their  afftftion  to 
.  the  family   o^  .Citrois.     The 
name  of  his  firft  wife  was  Ro- 
trudey  by  whom   he  had  four 
•fons  and  three  dau^ters  :  Car- 
Jman,  dnke  of  Aufirafia,   af- 
terwards a  monk,  who  died  at 
.    Vienne  in  747»  leaving  fevw-al 

-  children  behind  hiin*  the  eldeft 
qf  which  was  a  (on  named 
Dreuxi  but,  together  with  the 
r^,  thruft  into  convents,  and 
never  heard    of   more:    Pe* 

-  fin^  who  sbffunied  the  title  of 


kittg  of  Fr4Wf ^ ;  Bernard j  who 
had  feveral  children,  nfis^.  Jde- 
lard,  count  of  ^e  .palace,  and 
afterwards    abbot    of    Cdrhie, 
who  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after;    IValla,    efteemea    the 
wifeft  man  of  his   tinae,  who 
fucceed ed  his   brother  in  the 
fame  abbey  ;  Bertier,  who  was 
alfo  a  monk;  Gondrath,    and 
rheodrade,    both   nans.       The 
fourth  fon  of  Charks   Mariel 
was  Jer^m,  who,  by  Ixis  wif<J 
Ereefende,  became  the  father  of 
three  fons  4  «i;/k*    Oduin^  who 
died  without  pofterity  5  Tulrai, 
abbot  of  Zt.  ^intin;  Tol^i 
bifhop  of  Terouane;  Landrade,  \ 
who  efpoufed  Sigran,  coant  of  j 
Hejbai\    Aldane,  who  married  I 
^heodtric,    count  of  Toulovfe\\ 
and  Hiidetrud^,    Who  became  j 
the  wife  of  Odilon,   duke  of  1 
Ba<varia.      By  Sonnechilde,  Gt\ 
Suanechi/det,  Chttrles  Mart  el  h^ 
Griffon,  of  whom  enough  has 
been  faid  in  the  Mftory ;  he  bad; 
alfo  a  baftard  fon,  Remy,  wha 
was  bifhop  of  Rcuen  (  j).    Thej 
^harafter  of  this  Charles  is  wfUj 
exprefied  in  the  infcription  op*: 
on  his  tomb.    He  chofe  rathef 
to  command  kings,  than  to  bai 
one ;  yet,  in  feme  of  the  6U 
chronicles,  we  find  the  year  w 
his  reign  mentioned :  biit  diii 
proves     nothing,    fince   thai 
^ra&  had  a  di^ereot  fenie  14 


(4)  P.  JmiL  de  Regi  Piping. 
Uimw  tS  Maif^^n,  far  "JtanDu  Ttllet. 


(5)  Mcateifdes  Roit  di  FfMStf  ** 

(hoii 


C»4^  Thi  Hi/hry^  of  FfzncQ.  laf 

aikd  w«ll  flaade.  "  Thefe  were  ths  cbildrea  of  hi&'firft  wife  *. 
His  fecoad  fwwed  hixn,  ajKJl  to  hex  fan  Cri^n,  or  Griffon, 
he  affigncd  oaly  ibme  lands  in  die  heart  of  France,  with 
which  he  wa$  fa  much  offended,  that  he  prefently  raifed  an 
iaf^iediioa,  ^md  fbut  up  himielf  and  ifis  mother  in  the  city 
diLaon*  Carhaum^^bA^  Pepin  followed  hioa  there  with  an 
army,  inyefted  the  plac^  aiul  puflied  the  fiege  with  fuch 
wgour,  that  Griffon  waa  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretiou ; 
upon  which  they  fent  hia  mothe;"  to  a  convent,  and  him  to  a 
oiftle  io  the  foreft  of  Jr(kn  ^.  This  troublefome  bufinefa 
over,  the  two  brothers  concerted  t(^eth€r  the  proper  mea- 
foresfor  fettling  the  empire  of  the  Franks,  took  luch  precau- 
tious^ with  regard  to  the  tributary  nations  and  the  duke  of 
Aqtutainef  as  rendered  fame  attempts  they  made  to  throw  oflP 
their  dependance  Jneffeftual,  and  afted  on  all  occafibns  with 
fuch  a  perfefl:  underftanding,  and  (q  entire  a  confidence  ia 
each  other,  as  filled  their  contemporaries  with  admiration, 
and  prevented  their  power  from  fuffering  the  fmalleft  diminu- 
tion*. ,  i 

When  the  ftate  of  things  would  permit,  Carloman  went  Thiy  aa 
mio  Auftrc^fia,  that  he  might  attend  more  aiTiduoufly  to  K\5  tdgtther  in 
own  concerns.    Pepin  perceivijag  that  there  wanted  fome-  reducing 

«  Chromcoa  FontalleBfe.  ^  Contin.   Fredegarii, 

Adon.  Chron,  *  Aaaales  Metenfes* 

,  thofe  times  (6).    We  have  yet  at  his  rcqueft,  Boniface^  biftiop 

(bmething  more  to  fay  of  this  oiMet%y  and  Fulrmk^  bilhop  of 

great  man.     He  had  made  free  St,  J>emsy  and  chaplain  to  king 

with  the  trcafaresofthechorck  Pefiu^  caufed  hb  tomb  to  b« 

to  defend  France,  and  indeed  opened,,  in  which  they  found 

an  Chriftendom,    againft  the  only  a  monftrousdragon^  which 

^acens  I     the    monks    were  prefently  diiappcarcd,  -  leaving 

picafedto,  give  out  that  he  was  behind  a  great  cloud  of  fmoke 

damned.     The  tale  was  pro-  (7).     It   is  true  that    Charles 

bably  whifpered  in  fecrct  very  Marul  banifhed  this  Eucher  and 

near  his  time;    but  the  clergy  his  family,  fo  that  he  was  as  fit 

werefo  fond  of  it,  that  we  fiina  a  man  as  any  upon  whom  to 

Aebiftiops  of  two  provinces,  fix  this  tale;  bat   it  happened 

in  a  letter  addreffed  to  Le^is,  unluckily  for  the  credit  of  th^ 

king  of  Germany,  Jnno  Domini  ftory,  that  this  prelate  died  fomo: 

?58,  telling  him  with  great  fo-  years   before    Charles  MarteU 

Icanity,  that  J5vf^r,  hiQiop  of  and  fo  cotdd  not  poffibly  h% 

Orkass,  after   the    death    of  the  author  of  it,.   a&   is  fupr      ^ 

Charles  Martel,  had  his  condi-  pofed, 
tion  revealed  to  him,  and  that, 

(6)  Hifioire  ie  France,  far  U  P.  C  Tianttl,     Nouwlle  Hijhire  de  FrantB^ 
f «  Mi  Uuif  k  QAndru  -      (?)  ^''^''»'  C^reliial'di,  tit*  ,13.  ^ 
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Odllon,  thing  more  than  his  own  authority  to  contain  the  nobility,  ia 
duke  of  two  large  kingdoms,  within  fome  order^  refolved  of  his  own 
Bavaria,  accord  to  prockim  Chilckric,  the  fon  of  Thierri  of  Cbelks, 
mnd  th  yng,  which  he  accordingly  did.  His  brother  Carloman  did 
German  ^ot  concur  in  this  meafure,  or  acknowlege  CJiiiSfric;  not  that 
€onfedera-  ^^^  ^^  ^y  depute  or  difagreement  between  the  two  bro- 
^'  thers,  but  ba:aufe  Carloman  looked  upon  Auftrafia  as  a  fovc- 

reign ty,  in  fome  meafure  become  hereditary  in  his  family ;  and 
having  the  good  fortune  to  eftablifh  this  opinion  among  the 
inhabitants,  it  was  never  afterwards  called  in  queftion  «.  It 
was  in  this  quality  of  duke  and  fovereign  of  At^rafia^  that  he 
called  the  council  of  EfiineSy  the  ruins  of  which  town  are 
ftill  to  be  feen  near  Binche  in  Hainault,  where,  by  the  ad* 
vice  and  with  the  aflent  of  his  clergy,  he  regulated  many 
abufes,  and  in  the  preface  to  thefe  canons  he*fpeaks  abfolutely 
in  the  ftile  of  ^  fovereign.  But,  notwithftanding  this  flow  of 
good  fortune,  the  two  brothers  found  themfelves  very  quick- 
ly obliged  to  vindicate  their  title,  fuch  as  it  was,  by  their 
arms.  SonnechUde^  their  mother-in-law,  who  was  nearly 
related  to  Odilon,  duke  of  the  Bavarians,  had  drawn  to  their 
party  their  GRcr  Hiltrude,  by  negotiating  for  her  a  marriage 
[  with  that  prince ;  and  tho'  they  were  fo  lucky  as  to  thruft  Son^ 

nfchilde  into  a  convent,  and  her  fon  Griffon  into  a  prifon,  yet 
Hiltrude  found  means  to  efcape,  and  friends  who  conduft- 
ed  her  into  Bavaria,  where  Odihn  efpoufed  her ;  and  know**' 
ing  that  this  would  be  attended  with  a  war,  formed  a  con- 
federacy for  his  own  fupport,  which  it  required  all  the  force 
the  two  brothers  could  raife  to  conibat  K  Odihn  very  well 
knew  that  his  neighbours  were  as  little  difpofcd  to  fubmit  to 
Carhman  as  himfelf ;  and  therefore  he  reprefented  to  Theodo^ 
bald,  duke  of  the  Allemans,  *and  Theodoric,  duke  of  the 
Saxons,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  time  favourable  to  their  de- 
fire  of  rendering  themfelves  independent,  it  was  at  this  junc- 
ture, by  the  means  of  a  ftrift  alliance :  he  likewife  drew  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine  to  concur  in  this  fcheme,  and  to  engage 
to  pafs  the  Loire  with  a  potent  army,  as  foon  as  Carloman 
and  Pepin  fliould  bend  their  march  towards  Germany  ^.  Th? 
brothers  had  fome  fufpicion  of  this ;  but  the  army  aflembled 
by  the  confederates  in  Germany  was,  notwithftanding,  fo 
great,  that  they  found  i^  requifite  to  march  in  perfon  againft 
*them,  with  the  whole  powpr  of  the  Franks,  and  truft  the 
repreffing  and  punifluneht  of  the  duke  of  Aquitaine,  in  cafe 
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he  executed  the  eogagements  he  had  taken,  to  the  next 

The  confederates  havuig  drawn  together  a  very  numerous  The  duhes 
and  gallant  anpy,  took  poft  behind  the  Lech^  and  aAed  en?  Carlomaa  ,- 
tirelyott  the  defenfive.     Carkman  ^xmSl  Pepin  encam()ed  on  «»^  Pepin 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  fpent  fome  days  in  attempt-  ^f/>^^  O-    , 
ing  to  provoke  the  confederates  to  pafs,  but  without  effeft :  ^  ?"*^ 
the  three  dukes  knew,  that  if,  by  covering  their  country,  the  ^y-iC 
Franks  were  obliged  to  retire,  they  fhould  not  only  carry  ^^j^  j^^ 
their  point,  but  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  ruiping  their  for-  aUies^ 
ces  in  a  long  retreat ;  but,  while  the  Franks  feemed  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fkirmifhing  and  infulting  the  Bavarians^  they  with 
.great  fecrefy  caufed  the  river  to  be  founded,  and  found  that 
it  was  fordable  at  fome  diftance,  both  above  and  below  the 
camp  of  the  confederates.    At  the  clofe  of  the  evening  the  ' 
Franks,  after  making  the  ufual  fignals^  and  lighting  fires  in  all 
their   quarters,    decamped    without    noife,    and  Carlomart 
marching  up  the  rivet  with  his  troops,  and  Pepin  following 
the  courfe  of  the  ftream,  both  pafled  it  without  oppofition, 
and  both  were  before  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  almoft 
at  the  fame  inftant,  and  when  they  were  leaft  expefted.  Odi-  '^•^•743? 
Ion,  and  the  two  dukes  his  confederates,  made  a  gallant 
defence  for  near  five  hours ;  but,  at  length,  the  camp  was 
forced  on  both  fides  with  great  flaughter ;  the  duke  of  the 
Bavarians  retired  ynth  the  fmall  remains  of  his  forces,  and 
took  fiielter  behind  the  inn.     The  Franks  ravaged  and  pluur 
dered  the  country  for  fifty-two  day^:  CarloTnan,vnA  z  Rrong 
detachment,  entered  the  couatry  of  the  Saxons,  and  made 
their  duke  Theodoric  prifoner;     The  clofe  of  the  campaiga 
and  the  war,  brought  all  thcfe  dukes  to  renew  their  homage, 
and  to  promiie  the  moft  exaft  obedience  «•     There  was  not 
time  left  tochaflife  Hunald,  duke  of  Ajuit^me,  who,  in  dif- 
charge  of  the  promife  he  had  made  to  the  confederates,  j 

pafled  the  Loincy  deftroyed  all  the  country  with  fire  and 
fword,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Chartres,  which,  upon  ; 

the  approach  of  ih^  Franks,  he  abandoned,  after  burning 
the  heft  part  of  the  city,  and  the  magnificent  cathedral,  de« 
dicated  to  the  Blefled  Virgin,  to  afhes  ^  Pepin,  the  next 
year,  entered  with  a  numerous  army  into  his  dominions, 
where  they  lived  at  difcretion,  till  the  duke,  in  pity  to  his 
fubjefts,  and  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  fo  unlucky  an  affair, 
fubmitted  to  the  hard  terms  that  were  prefcribed ;  and  fwore 
once  again,  in  the  moft  folemn  terms,  ta  remain  a  faithful 
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vaflal  i  on  account  of  v^hkb,  and  of  the  craelties  committed 

at  Phartresy   he  thought  fit  to  refign  his  dominions  to  hi^ 

fon,  and  retire  into  a  convent,  there  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 

his  days  in  a£ls  of  penitence,  as  a  private  man,  for  the  wick- 

ednefs  and  folly  of  which  lie  had  been  guilty  in  his  public 

charafter  ^. 

Cartoman     The  two  next  years  were  fpent  by  both  brother^  in  vari- 

after  re-   ous  expeditions  againft  the  Saxons^  and  other  German  na- 

ducifig  the  tions,  whom  intereft  and  inclination  led  to  revolt,  as  focm  as 

rtvolted    ^g  j^j.jjjy  ^Yi2X  had  reduced  them  was  withdrawn :  in  thefe 

treiinan    ^^^^^^^^5  xhej  were  generally  fuccefeful:    Carloman  was 

retires' of '^^  fortunate  as  to  make  Theodoric^  duke  of  the  Saxpns,  pri- 

tis  own    fo^^^  ^  fccond  time,  whoni  he  treated  with  lenity,  and,  hav- 

accord,  to  iJ^  exafted  a  frefti  oath  of  obedience,  reftored  him  to  his 

a  cmnjent.  liberty*     It  appears,  from  the  whole  fer^es  of  his  aftions, 

that  he  was  a  prince  of  great  courage,  and  of  equal  capacity ; 

-^     ^  but  withal,  he  was  a  prince  of  ftrift  morals,  great  fweetnefs 

A?t>.74o,  ^£  temper,   and  fincere  piety  ;    he  faw  every  day  thii^s. 

that  difpleafed  him;  and  that  greatnefs  and  power,  wMdi 

had  fo  many  charms  for  others,  were  neceflarily  attended 

with  fo  many  afts  of  feverity  and  injuftice,  as  abfolutcly 

difgtifted  him.     He  had  foitned  a  defign  of  quitting   the 

world,  and  had  communicated  it  to  his  brother ;  but  Ptpin^ 

in  diffuading  him  from  the  immediate  execution,  imagined, 

perhaps,  that  this  humour,  like  a  fit  of  melancholy,  would  be 

diffipated  by  time,  and  a  variety  of  events.     It  happened 

quite  otherwife ;  Carloman  was  of  a  ferious,  not  a  fplenetic 

difpofition ;  time  and  experience  ferved  only  to  confirm  him 

\VL  his  refolution  **.     Some  modern  writers  think  Pepin  did 

not  take  any  exorbitant  pains  to  divert  his  brother  jfrom  a 

purpofe  that  was  to  put  him  in  poffeffion  of  the  monarchy j 

but  of  this  there  is  no  great  probability,  and  for  it  there  is  na 

authority  at  all.     He  left  a  fon  DrdgoUy  and  perhaps  fome 

other  children,  who,  it  is  faid,  were  fhut  up  in  convents  by 

their  uncle ;  but  this  point  is  fomewliat  obfcure  * :  all  we 

.  know  of  the  matter,  with  certainty,  is,  that  Carleman  went 

to  Romcy  with  an  equipage  fuitable'to  hi?  birth  and  dignity^ 

made  great  prefents  on  the  behalf  of  P^/iw,  as  well  as  himfelf, 

to  the  pope;  at  length  being  Ihaved,  and  having  taken  the 

clerical  habit,  built  a  fnonaftery  upon  mount  SoroBe,  at  the 

diftance  of  fome  leagues  from  Rm^-'  but  the  refort  €i  French. 

lords,  and  oth^r  men  of  quality,  thither,  incommoded  him 

fo  much,  ^ud  interfered  t6  fiich  %  degree  With  his  defign;^ 
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that  he  left  Ubis  convent  alfo,  and  retired  to  ffioont  Caffin^ 
vhere,  in  the  famous  benedi^ine  abbey,  then  governed  by 
Qptatus,  he  fpent  the  remainder  oE  his  days  m  privacy  and 
qoiety  yet  not  without  maintaining  a  correfpondence  with  his 
brother,  and  defpifing  the  praAice  of  aufterities^  dictated 
only  by  a  childilh  fuperftition  ^ 

PfepiN  was  now  in  pofleffionof  all;  but,  notwithftanding  Griffop; 
<what  fomp  have  fuggefted,  it  does  not  appear  from  his  aftions  '^^'  ^^^ 
that  the  acqnifition  of  his  dominions  confoled  him  for  the  ^^f%^^^ 
lofs  of  his  brother.    For,  immediately  after  the  retreat  of  ^/"^ 
Carhmanf  he  took  Gr^m  ont  of  prifon,  lodged  him  in  his  ^j^J  j]j^ 
own  palace,  gave  him  a  great  many  counties,  and  a  confidera-  engages 
ble. revenue;  and,  fuppofmg  that  time  and  his  misfortunes /^^  Ger* 
might  have  cured  him  of  his  wiid  and  headftrong  difpofition,  mans  /a 
|ie  treated  him  with  all  the  kindnels  and  confidence  poj9ible.>/ff  km. 
Some  time  after  this,  he  held  at  Dur^^  a  place  between  y^ix  ^  ^ 
hChapelle  and  Cologne,  a  kind  of  council,  in  which  he  made  "'^•^•747- 
^veral  civil  and  religious  regulations,  particularly  in  regard 
to  the  neceflary  provifions  for  men  deftitute  ci"  necelTary 
fabfiftence,  for  widows  and  for  orphans,  for  the  repairing 
^nd  rebuilding  churches  deftroyed  in  the  wars,  and  for  efta« 
hlUhing  tribunals  for  the  adminiftrauon  of  juftice  throughout 
his  dominions  '.     But,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  Criffm 
was  very  far  from  being  idle.     If  his  brother  Carhman  was 
difgufted  with  fovereignty,  this  was  not  at  all  his  cafe,  and 
dierefore  he  took  under-hand  all  the  meafures  poilible  to  fuc- 
cced  him.     Having  drawn  many  of  the  nobility  to  his  in* . 
tereft,  and  refolving  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thofo 
who  had  ever  been  the  enemies  of  his  family,  he  fecretly 
quitted  his  brother's  palace^  and  retired  to  Theoioricy  duke  ^ 
of  the  Saxons,  who  received  him  with  open  arms,  and*  re- 
vested, for  the  third  time,  in  his  behalf.    His  firft  exploit* 
Were  fome  incurflons  into  Thuringia;  but  Pepin  did  not  give 
him  much  time,  for  he  advanced  fpeedily  with  an  army 
toward^    the    country    of    the    Saxons,    notwithftanding 
the  forces  <rf  Theodoric  were  more  numerous  "•     The  great 
inequality  of  numbers  made  his  conduft  appear  the  effefts^ 
of  refentment,  or  of  rafhnefs.     It  was  not  long  before  it 
took  another  colour ;  the  Sclavonians,  whom  in  the  war  of 
Bavaria  he  had  treated  with  great  geuerofity,  fell  upon  the 
Saxons  with  an  army^of  one  hundred  thoufand  men.   *P^in 
charged  them  at  the  fame  time,  ?inA,  Theodoric  being  a  third 
fime  taken,  he  was  not  inclined  to  truft  him  ^y  more,  fa 
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that  "vft  hear  nothing  of  him  from  this  time.    The  miferable 
people  implored  mercy  upon  .any  terms ;  Pepin  extended  bis 
<compai&on  towards  them,  upon  condition  that  they  became 
Chriftians.    Griffon  having  given  flxelter  to  the  flying  Saxons^ 
chofe  a  Arong  camp,  and  fortified  it.    Pepin  advanced  towards 
him;  but,  when  they  were . upon  the  point  of  engaging. 
Griffon  fent  to  make  him  fome  propofitions,  to  which  Pepin 
anfwered,  that  if  he  would  lay  down  his  arms  and  return  to 
him,  he  would,  notwithftanding  all  that  was  pafled,  receive 
him/  as  his  brother,  and  retired  with  his  forces,   that  he 
might  have  leifure  torefleft  upon  his  offer  "*     The  true  de- 
fign  of  Griffon  was  CHily  to  gain  time;  he  began  to  diftruft 
the  Saxons,  and  was  defirous  of  quitting  their  country. .   Jk 
was  not  long  before  he  did  it,  in  a  manner  that  revived  his 
« ambition  and  his  hopes,  but  which,  at  the  fame  time,  did 
no  great  honour  to  his  reputation  o. 
On  the        .  Odilon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  dying,  left  behind  him  ai 
death  of     infant  fon  Taffihn,  by  Hiltrude,  the  filler  of  Pepin,  and  the 
Odilon,     half-fifter  of  Griffon.     This  princefs,  who  had  been  always 
dukeof^z,-  fecretly  in  his  interefV,  offered  him  a  retreat  in  her  domini- 
Yf"?.*        ons,  which  he  accepted ;  and  being  quickly  joined  by  a  flroog 
P  h^tb    ^^^y  ^^  malecontent  Franks,  he  feizcd  his  fifler  and  her  fon,^ 
duchf        ^^^  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  duke  of  Bavaria  p.     He 
from  his    ^^^^  however,  fo  apprehenfive  of  Pepin's^  obliging  him  to 
nephew,     defift  from  this  ufurpation,,  that  he  applied  himleif  to  pope 
A.D.748.  Zachary,  to  the  abbot  Optatus^  and  to  his  brother  Carloman^ 
to  intreat  their  interpofition  in  his  favour.   They  did  accord* 
ingly  interpofe  their  good  offices,  hut  they  fignified  little; 
Pepin  was  inexorable:  he  faid  it  was  one  thing  to  forgive  inr 
juries  done  to  himfelf,  and  another  to  indulge  aa  intruder, 
who  had  defpoilcd  a  widow  and  an  orphan.    He  took,  there- 
fore, proper  meafures,  in  the  firfl  place,  to  prevent  any  trou^- 
ble  or  diAurbance  in  the  kingdom  during  his  abfence,  and 
then  marched  with  a  potent  army  mo  Bavaria  \  whei^ 
without  liflemng  to  any  proppfitions,  he  puftied  Griffon  from 
^  pofl  to  pofl,  till  at  length,  having  diflipated  his  troops,  he 
took   him  and  the  chief  perfons  of  his  party    prifoners. 
He  reflored  his  nephew  Tafftlon  to  the  duchy,  under  the  tui- 
tion of  his  mother,  and  he  brought  his  brother  Griffon  along 
with  him  into  France  ^ :  he  did  not  fo  much  as  reproach  him 
with  any  thing  that  was  pafled ;  he  only  advifed  him  not  to 
make  any  further  trials  of  his  patience  for  the  time  to  come : 
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he  explained  to  him  the  intercfts  of  their  family;  he  {hewed 
him  that  thofe  who  foUicited  him  to  thcfe  revolts  would  be 
the  firft  to  ruin  him,  when  he  had  anfwered  their  purpofes  ; 
and,  that  he  might  have  no  temptation  to  enter  into  firefli 
cabals,  he  gave  him  the  town  of  Mans  for  his  refidence, 
with  twelve  counties  for  the  maintenance  of  his  houfliold, 
and  the  title  of  duke.  AU  this  had  no  efFeft,  he  began  in- 
ilantly  to  cabal  again ;  and  knowing  that  the  German  na- 
tions were  fo  thoroughly  humbled  that  they  durft  not  fUr, 
he  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Aquitaine,  and  the  only 
enemy  his  brother  had,  and  therefore  tho  only  perfon  he 
chofe  for  his  friends  We  ihall  fee  in  the  next  feftion  what 
was  the  event  of  this  new  confpiracy  '. 

The  empire  of  the  Franks  was  now  fo  firmly  eftabliflied,  Pepin 
the  tributary  nations  fo  effeftually  humbled,  the  neighbour-  conuifm 
ing  ftates  fo  litde  in  a  condition  to  difturb  this  ftrong  and  refolnskm 
fpreading  power,  that  Pepin  grew  weary  of  the  inferior  titles  ^f^Jfj^^ 
of  mayor  of  the  palace,  and  duke  and  prince  of  the  Franks^  'y^    f!'' 
and  therefore  reiolved  to  execute  the  defign  which  his  an-  J^^^f^  „ 
ceftqr,  of  the  fame  name,  had  formed.     Having  no  far-  J^//;^^^ 
ther  ufe  for  the  unfortunate  GJi/dlfr/V,  who  had  hitherto  worn  a^^i;^  ^ 
the  empty  tide  of  monarch  of  the  Franks,  but  with  lefs  king. 
pomp  and  much  lefs  refpeft  than  was  fliewn  to  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs,  he  determined  to  lay  him  intirely  afide,  and  put  A.D.7$0. 
an  end  to  the  race  of  Marovingian  princes,  who,  for  a  feries  of  ' 

years,  had  been  mere  phantoms  or  idols  of  royalty,  rdther 
than  kings  •.  To  refolve  and  to^ execute  in  this  cafe  was  . 
for  him  equally  eafy,  as  cofting  him  no  other  trouble  than 
what  it  might  give  his  confcience:  the  meafures  he  took 
to  efFeft  this  defign,  and  to  quiet  his  mind  after  it  was 
efFefted,  will  appear  in  the  next  feftion,  in  which  we  are  to 
treat  of  the  reign  of  this  prince,  who  was  the  firft  of  the 
fecond  race  of  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  having  given  the 
reader  the  beft  account  in  our  power  of  Chvis  and  hi$ 
defcendants,  which  was  the  proper  bufinefs  of  this. 
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WHEN  Pepin  formed  the  defiga  ef  featiog  himfeif  m 
the  throne  of  France,   he  hsftl  all   the  advanfiiges 
f^ir  /i&#    poffible,  and  at  jhe  fame  time  fcarce  any  thing  to  obffavA 
fhrone,      hJm.  He  was  in  the  very  flower  of  his  age,  the  dignity  con- 
and  the     fidered  to  which  lie  alpired,  being  in  his  thirty-eigth  year: 
remaining  j^^  j^^j  ^j^^  bifliops  and  clo^y  at  his  devotiofi,  to  whom  he 
Khe^mJi  ^^^  '^^^  *  ^^2X  benefeaor>  and  had  amply  repaired  thofe 
line  are     injuries,  which  they  pretended  to  hav^  received  from  his  fa- 
Jh^t  uf.     ther  Charles  Mattel :  moft  of  the  counts  and  dukes  through- 
^     out  the  kingdom  owed  their  preferments  to  him  and  his  h- 
mily :  his  gracious  and  affable  behaviour  had  rendered  him 
very  acceptable  to  the  people,  who,  oa  the  other  hand,  were 
taught  to  contemn  and  defpife  king  Chikteric  as  a  weak  para* 
lytic  creature,  infirm  alike  in  mind  and  in  body*.   There  is, 
therefore,  nothing  more  eafy,  more  natural,  or  more  prob*- 
able,  than  the  fimple  and  fhort  account  given  in  theoM 
chronicle,  that,  in  the  annual  aflembly  of  the  great  men,  in. 
the  month  of  March,  it  was  propofed  to  remove  CMldeHc, 
and  to  place  Pepin  on  the  throne ;  which,  being  unanimoofly 
refolved,  was  with  little  ceremony  -performed  **.     The  com- 
mon account  is  better  digefted  and  more  jdaufiMe.     We  aw 
told,  that  the  prcdeceflbr  of  Pepin  had  always  entertained  a 
fair  correfpondence  with  the  popes ;  that  he  had  himfetf  prac- 
tifed  the  fame  policy,  with  the  fame  view ;  that,  by  per* 
mitting  the  bifhops  of  Rome  to  exercife  authority  in  the  do- 
minion of  the  Franks,  the  way  was  prepared  to  gain  an  endre 
fubmiflion  to  that  authority,  when,  in  fo  capital  a  point  as 
this,  it  fhould  be  exercifed  in  his  favour.   It  is  alfo  affirmed, 
that  Burcardy  biftiop  of  IViftzbourg,  and  Fulrade,  abbot  of 
St.  Denis,  were  fent  ambafTadors  to  pope  Zachaty  at  Rmet 
to  lay  before  him  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  France,  and  to  intreat 
.  him  to  decide  whether  the  regal  dignity  (hould  remain  in 
one  fo  little  capable  to  execute  it,  or  whether  it  fhould  be   i 
transferred  to  another,  upon  whom  the  welfare  of  the  ftate 
had  fo  long  depended,  and  who  was  capable  of  adding  luftrc 
to  the  crown  he  received  from  his  perfonal  merit  ^.    It  is 
^dded,  that,  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  thefe  arguments, 
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\i  was  liint^  to  ^Sba  pope  bow  efTefhially  he  might  be  fap- 
porced  agatoft  the  Lmbardsy  and  releafed  ffom  all  depeodancse 
OQ  the  Greek  emperor«>  if  he  paid  a  proper  regard  to  this  re- 
'  prrfcHtatlon.  Upon  this,  it  is  foppofed,  be  declared  it  law- 
fnd  to  exclude  one  prince,  aad  to  fet  up  another ;  aoid  that  * 
this  might  be  dotie  m  a  manaer  the  moft  fatisfaftory  that 
-cooW  be  to  the  peoffe,  St.  Boniface^  bilhop  of  Mentz,  thd 
^pe's  legate,  performed  the  ceremony  of  his  inauguration  at 
S^i/fcns  :  fome^  foFgetting  that  of  Chvis^  fay  that  this 
•was  the  firft  folemn  ccx-onation,  with  undion,  that  was 
-ever  feen  in  France ;  and  that  Pepin  was  particularly  pkafed 
to  have  «his  ceremony  compared  to  the  anointing  of  David 
by  Samuel  upon  the  rejefting  of  Saul  •*. 

But  to  the  whole  of  this  ftory  there  are  fome  very  ftrong  o^je^i^^ 
^bjedions.     Such  as,  that  the  ancient  chronicles  are  equally  /^  ffjg 
£lent  as  to  the  concurrence  of  the  pope,  and  as  to  this  folemn  hiftory  of 
coronation  ;  that  the  pupil  of  thi?  faint  Boniface  (who,  by  hisinau* 
^he  way,  was  an  Engli/b  monk,  and,  till  by  command  of  the  guratiom 
pope  he  aflitmed  the  name  of  Boniface,  was  called  Winfrid)^  ^  Boai- 
was  an  entire  fh-anger  to^is  tranfajtion;  and  that,  long  after      t/.-^ 
thefiippofed  fanftion  and  coronation,  Pepin^s  confcience  was  %il^^^ 
Bneafy  till  his  fcruples  were  cured  by  another  pope.    But,  ^ 
whatever  incertalnty  there  may  be  as  to  the  means,  there  was 
none  at  all  as  to  the  faft  *.    Childeric,  after  having  his  hair 
cut  <MF,  was  conduced  to  the  mcMiaftery  of  Sithieu,  in  the 
diocefe  of  Iterovennef  now  the  abby  of  St.  Bertin  at  Omers. 
Trhere  he  was  received  as  a  monk  by  the  abbot  Nanthaire^ 
and  breathed  his  laid  in  this  place  about  three  or  four  years 

•  *lfterwards ;  his  confort  Gejilie  Was  likcwife  put  into  a  con- 

•  vent ;  and  their  fon  Thierri^  being  ihaved,  pafled  the  re- 
flaaifider  of  his^ays  in  the  monaftery  of  Fontenelle,  or,  as  it 
k  now  ftilled,  Vandrille,  in  Normandy  f.  Thus,  in  a  few 
years,  and  without  any  fenfible  commotion,  this  great  change 
4vas  made. 

The  fame  vigilance  and  aftivity  which  Pepin  had  found  pcpin  te^ 
•rcqaifiie  in  acqcMring  the  crown,  became  no  lefs  necef&ry  to  duces  the 
keep  it.     The  Saxons,  notVHthftanding  all  they  had  fufiered,  Saxons, 
Were  again  in  arms  ;  againft  whom  P^/w  marched  with  an  his  brother 
army,  chaftifed  them  very  feverely,  and  augmented  their  an-  Griffon  // 
tiual  tribute.    At  his  return  from  this  war  he  had  an  account  ^iUfdymd 
of  the  death  of  his  brother  Or  fon ;  in  relating  which,  how-  ^^  **^^^'' 
e«rcr,  authors  are  not  well  agreed.     Pepin  fent  a  herald  to  \^^  J^J 
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deaaild  him  from  the  duke  of  jiquitame^  afid  that  duke 
abfolutely  refufiDgv  to  deliver  him  up»  he  remained  ibme  time 
at  his  court ;  but  conceiving,  as  fome  fay,  a  fufpidon,  that,  if 
he  0iould  be  once  attacked,  the  duke  would  make  his  own 
peace  at  his  expence,  or  elfe  flattering  himfelf  with  hopes  of 
being  better  fupported  by  AJiol^bm^  king  ^f  the  Lombards^ 
he  endeavoured  to  withdraw  himfelf,  and  to  retire  into  Italy ; 
but  finding  the  pafs  of  Maurienne  guarded  by  a  corps  of 
troops  commanded  by  Theodon^  count  of  yUnne,  and  Frede* 
ricky  governor  of  Burgogne  Tramjurane^  or  the  further 
Burgundy y  he  boldly  attacked  him  with  a  handful  of  forces 
he  tud  with  him,  in  which  adtion  all  the  three  chiefs  fell  ^. 
Others  allege,  that,  falling  in  love  with  the  duke  of  Aqm^ 
taine*s  wife,  who  was  one  of  the  handfomeft  women  of  thai 
age,  the  duke  became  fo  jealous  of  him,  that  Griffon  found 
it  requifite,  for  his  own  fafety,  to  retire  into  Jtafyf  and 
was,  by  that  prince's  order,  aflafiinated  in  his  pafTage*  Be 
that  as  it  would,  it  was  a  great  piece  of  good  fortune  to 
Pepifiy  who  loft  in  this  brother  the  moft  bitter  and  determined 
enemy  he  ever  had,  and  who,  as  long  as  he  lived,  would 
never  have  defifted  from  giving  him  trouble.  The  Bretons 
having  made  fome  incurfions  during  Pepin's  abfence,  he  made 
an  incurfion  into  their  country,  and  forced  the  count  to  pur- 
ch^e  peace  by  renewing  his  homage  b.  This  raifed  his  repu- 
tation fo  high,  that  a  nobl^  Goth,  whole  name  was  Anfi- 
monde,  and  who,  having  feized  the  towns  of  Nimes,  Magahne^ 
Agde^  and  Befiers^  had  gallantly  defended  them  agamft  the 
Moors ^  demanded  of  his  own  accord  the  proteAioi^of  P^'f?^ 
and  became  his  vaflal.  This  opened  a  pafTage  for  the  Franks 
into  the  country  which  the  Goths  formerly  held,  and  which 
was  now  poilefled  by  the  infidels,  and  gave  Pepin  an  oppor- 
tunity of  invefting  Narbonne ;  the  fiege  of  which  his  .&ther 
had  been  forced  to  raife.  He  found  it  fo  ftrong,  and  fo  well 
defended,  that  he  was  forced  to  turn  his  fiege  into  a  block- 
ade, and,  after  it  had  lafted  three  years,  it  was  rendered  inta 
his  hands :  an  acquifition  equally  valuable  in  its  nature^  and 
honourable  in  the  world's  opinion  1. 
p      ^  An  affair  of  greater  confequence  now  demanded  the  king's 

Bben  in  ^"c"^^^^°-  1"^^  popes  had  long  thought  themfelves  in  a  di- 
implorts,  '  ^refTed  and  precarious  condition,  and  Stephen  the  third  looked 
his  pro-  "po^  ^^^s  cafe  to  be  defperate.  On  one  fide,  Aftolphus^  king 
teStion^  of  the  Lombards^  had  made  himfelf  mafter  ci  the  exarchate 
of  Ravenna^  and  almofl  all  that  the  Greek  emperors  held  in 
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Jtaiy,  iafifted  upon  being  acknowlc^ed  king  at  X&me,  and  and  comes 
threatened  the  city  ^th  a  fiege  if  the  f)ope  did  not  comply  *".  to  recei^f^ 
On  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  C&nftantme  Copremymus,  '^  ''«'^ 
treading  in  the  footfteps  of  his  predeceflbr,  was  zealous  in  the  ^J^ancc 
fupport  of  the  Iconoclqfts,  ot  image-breakers,  whom  the  pope 
treated  as  heretics,  and  from  whom,  therefore,  he  could  ex- 
peft  but  little  affiflance.  In  this  critical  conjunAure,  be 
firft  defired  to  have  a  fafe  condu£b  given  him  to  come  to 
Pavia  to  treat  with  A/lolphus^  and  when  he  found  him  not 
to  be  moved  by  prefents,  prayers,  or  tears,  he  demanded 
leave  to  retire  into  France.  In  this  demand  he  was  feconded 
by  Utit  French  ambafladors,  fo  that  Jfiolphusy  though  very  un- 
willing, was  obKged  to  confent,  and  the  pope  accordingly 
proceeded  in  his  journey '.  On  his  arrival  Pepin  paid  him 
all  poffible  refpeft,  lodged  him  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Denis, 
and  took  all  the  care  imaginable  of  him  during  a  long  fick-  ' 
nefs.  In  return,  the  pontif  (hewed  himfelf  ready  to  gratify 
him  in  whatever  he  could  defire,  and  particularly  ftbfolved 
him  for  the  breach  of  his  oath  to  his  matter  Childeric :  he 
alfo  crowned  him  in  the  church  of  St.  Denis,  together  with 
his  queen  Bertrade,  beftowing  at  the  fame  time  the  regal 
unAion  upon  his  Ibns  Charles  and  Carloman\  adding  to  all 
this,  the  title  of  Romanorwn  Patricius,  for  'him  and  each  of 
his  fons,  which  was  to  be  interpreted,  declaring  them  patrons 
or  proteftors  of  the  Roman  people  ;  an  honour  of  which  the 
pope  fufficiently  availed  himfelf  ". 

The  king  of  the  Lombards ,  who  very  eafily  faw  what  all  Pcpiartfir- 
this  would  end  in,  fent  for  OptatuSj  abbot  of  fdount  Cajfm^  duas  the 
and  for  Carloman^   to  whom,  having  reprefented  the  mif-  pope  hack 
chievotis  confequences  that  would  attend  a  war  in  Italy,  He  i»to  Italy 
compelled  the  abbot  to  enjoin  Carloman  to  go  with  all  poffible  "^^'^^  ^ 
fpced  to  his  brother's  court,  to  difliiade  Pepin  from  coming  ^''^> 
toextreqaities.  Carhman  obeyed  his  abbot,  weiit  into  France/ fi^i  ^ 
and,  as  a  certain  hiftorian  fays,  pleaded  fo  zealoufly  for  his  ^^  ^  peace 
client,  that  he  equally  offended  the  king  and  the  pope,  info-  <which  he 
much  that  the  former,  at  the  perfuafion  of  the  latter,  put  his  breaks foQn 
children  into  convents,  and  (haved  them ;  which.  With  other  after. 
ill  ufage,  had  fuc;h  an  effeA  upon  the  mind  of  that  virtuous 
and  honeft  prince,  that  he  did  not  long  furvive  It  \    His 
difcourfe,  however,  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  iho^French 
lords,  that  they  were  by  no  means  inclined  to  enter  into  the 
war,  but  infilled  that  ambaffadors  fliould  be  fent  to  Aftolphus^ 
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ko  iry  v4iedier  this  difpute  might  not  be  adjttfteci.  He  made 
great  coDceiHoQs ;  but  the  pope  would  not  be  fatisfied,  aad 
at  length  fo  wrought  upon  the  nobility,  by  his  intreatiesi 
that  the  war  was  refolved*  Pepin  conduced  the  pope,  with 
an  army,  back  into  Italy,  and,  having  forced  the  pafs  of 
Maurienm,  bjeilcged  Jftolphus  in  Pavioj  and  obliged  him 
not  only  to  renononnce  all  preteniions  to  the  foveragnty  of 
Xome,  but  alfo  to  relinquifh  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  and 
all  his  conquefts  ;  for  the  due  performance  of  which  treaty^ 
in  aU  its  points,  he  took  the  king's  oath^  and  that  of  Us 
principal  nobility  ^.  Being  thus  mafter  of  Ravenna,  he  be- 
llowed it  as  a  free  gift^  if  the  French  liifiorians  may  be  au- 
dited, on  the  pope  and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fent  the  pontif  to  Rome,  under  the  e£:orte  of  a  confiderabk 
body  of  troops,  commanded  by  his  qatural  brother  Jenm. 
How  generous  foever  Pepin'%  intentions  might  be,  or  Jiow 

fateful  foever  the  pope  might  ieem  for  this  benefit,  yet  he 
ad  a  iecret  referved  right,  by  which  he  dlfpenfed  with  the 
tiotion  of  accepting  this,  in  the  light  of  a  donation  P.     The 
exarchate  of  Rayema  had  belonged  to  the  emperor  Conftantine 
Copronymus,  whom  he  confidered  as  a  heretic ;  in  that  light 
he  ceafed  to  have  any  right  to  hold  it,  sind,  as  the  fpoil  of  a 
heretic,  it  belonged  to  the  churchy    This  jSngular  and  extra- 
ordinary right  could  not  be  defeated  either  by  the  conquefl  of 
the  king  of  the  Lombards,  or  by  the  taking  it  from  him  by 
the  king  of  the  Franks ;  fo  that  the  bounty  of  Pepin,  ia  the 
pope's  fenfe,  was  only  putting  him  in  pofleffion  of  a  tt&ofj 
to  which  he  had  a  juft  title,  and  which  had  been  withheld 
from  him  by  force.    If  the  pope  had  his  referves^  AJlo^hus 
bad  likewife  his  fecond  thoughts,  which  were,  diat  he  had 
paid  too  high  a  price  for  railing  the  fiege,  and,  therefore^  as 
loon  as  the  Franks  were  retired,  he  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  treaty,  or  to  part  with  a  fingle  town  of  his  conquefts; 
the  pope,  as  ibon  as  he  Was  informed  of  this,  difpatched 
abbot  Fidrade  to  carry  his  complaints,  and  to  demand  fc^ib 
affiftance  from  king  Pepin  ^. 
Pepin  re^      AsTOLPHtTS  had  fordeen  the  ftep  the  pope  would  take, 
iums  to     and,  therefore,  to^complete  his  fcheme,  invefted  RonU  in  the 
the  pope's  month  of  January,  demanding  of  the  inhabitants  to  have 
affiftance,  ^^  p^p^  delivered  into  his  hands ;  in  which  cafe  he  promifed 
Aft  1  h    ^^  ^^  ^^  "^  ^yj^t,  threatening  otherwife  to  demoliih  the 
AitoJpnus  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  p^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^g  fword.     The  people,  having  fo 
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recent  an  exam{)le  of  the  king's  preferring  bis  intej-efl:  to  Ills  fo  a  mori 
eogagments,  rejefted  the  propofition,  and  prepared  to  make  ignomi* 
a  vigorous  defence.     J^oiphus  deftroyed  all '  their  country^  ^^^^' 
palaces,   and  rdined  every  thing  in   the  neighbourhood  of  ^*^^^ 
Rtme ;  which  fer^^ed  only  to  provoke  them,  and  diftrefs  hi^ 
own  troops.     Thefe  afts  of  feyerity  toOk  from  the  Remans  all 
thoughts  of  fafety  but  fi;om  a  brave  defence ;  which^  with  ^ 
the  help  of  the  Fr^wcA  officers,  was  fo  well  condudled,  that 
Aftolphus  was  ftill  before  i?<?m^  when  he  heard  the  news  that  ^ 

Pepin  had  rcpalled  the  Jlps,  had  invefted  Pdvla^  and  that; 
in  ftiort,  he  was  on  the  point  of  lofmg  his  capital,  and  per- 
haps his  dominions  ^  He  was  conftrained,  therefore,  to  make  > 
peace  a  fecond  time,  upon  terms  infinitely  wbrfe  than  thofe  td 
which  he  fubmitted  before.  Befides  abandoning  Ravenna 
and  all  his  conquefts,  with  the  addition  of  Comachio^  he  was 
conftrained  to  pay  a  large  fum  of  money,  under  the  title  of 
the  expences  of  the  war,  and  <o  fubmit  to  the  rfevival  of  the 
di  tribute,  which  had  been  relinquiftied  by  Clotaire  the  fe- 
cond. The  peace  being  made,  Pepin  made  a  tour  to  Romei 
^here  he  was  received  with  great  pomp ;  but  Ending  that 
his  ftay  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  Greeks y  and  was  not  very 
acceptable  to  the  pope,  he  quickly  left  the  city,  having 
renewed  and  confirme4  hl^  donatioti.  Having  obliged 
Aftolphus  to  perform  the  treaty  in  every  refpeft,  he  fent  the 
keys  of  Ravenna  end  the  reft  of  the  cities,  by  the  abboif 
Fulrade,  who  was  his  chancelldr,  to  R&mi}  who  offered 
them  on  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter y  in  anfwer,  as  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  to  the  letter  which  the  pope  tranfmitted  to  him  during 
the  fiege,  and  which  was  penned  in  thfe  name  of  that  apoftle*. 
Iq  all  probability  things  might  have  once  more  changed  their 
face,  if  Aftolphus  had  not  fallen  from  hi^  horfe,  as  he  wai  ' 

hunting,  aiid  broke  his  neck;  Tliis  produced  great  con- 
fufion ;  for  he  had  mounted  the  throne  upon  the  abdicatioa 
of  his  brother^  Rachis^  who,  of  his  o^^n  accord,  retired  to 
the  monaftery  erf  Mount  C^in^  and  lived  there  \yith  duke 
Carlwndn.  The  throne  being  now  vacant,  moft  of  the 
nobility  invited  him  to  reafcena  it ;  while,  on  the  other  hand^ 
Didiery  general  of  Aftdphus's  forces,  Was  very  defirpus  of 
exchanging  his  fwordforafcepter^  The  thing  was  difficult; 
he  had  not  fo  much  as  the  colour  of  a  title ;  but,  to  fupply 
this  defeft,  he  had  recofurfe  to  the  pope,  and  began  with  ful- 
fiUing  the  late  treaty  to  the  utmoft ;  next  he  made  a  prefent 
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of  the  dty  of  Bologna  and  its  dillrift  ;  ancj  laftly  he  promifed 
the  moft  profound  obedience  for  himfelf  and  his  foe^cflbrs. 
Upon  this,  the  pope  reprefented  to  Rachis,  that  Ms  endea- 
vour to  refumc  the  crown  was  a  wicked  and  facrilegious  at- 
tempt ;  which  his  piety  induced  him  to  believe ;  fo  that, 
retiring  back  again  to  his  convent,  he  left  the  kingdom  to 
Didier^  and  the  pope  in  pofleffioa  of  the  places  he  had  dif- 
membered  from  it,  with  fome  other  advantages  arifing  from 
his  fanftion  afforded  to  this  fettlement ". 
After  his       Pepin,  after  his  return  into  his  own  doaimfons,  em- 
ntumtbe  ployed  himfelf  chiefly  in  regulating  public  afi&irs ;  and,  for 
kingfettles  this  purpofe,  held  the  annual  affembly  of  the  ftatcs  at  Cctii- 
the  inte-    piegne,  not  in  the  month  of  March^  as  the  ancient  cuftom 
riorgo'     ^j^g^  ^^^  \^  that  oi  May\  which  alteration,  we  are  told, 
nj^nment  ^^^^  ^i^^^  f^^^   ^j^^jj.  having  now  cavalry  in  their  army ; 
/'  and^"^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  earlier  times,  the  forces  of  the  Franks  con- 
^rrzulates   fifted  entirely  of  foot;  and,   as  thefe  aflcmblies  were  held 
ether  af-   immediately  before  they  took  the  field,  it  was  neceflary  they 
fairs.        fliould  wait  till  there  was  forage  ''.     In  the  affembly  of  this 
A.D.756.  year,  TaJJihrij  Pepin's  nephew,  and  duke  of  Bavaria^  did 
homage  for  his  dominions  ;  and  the  king  of  the  ScJavonians, 
of  his  own  accord,  demanded  the  proteftion  of  Pepin,  and 
did  the  like.     The  G^r^^^  emperor  feot  his  ambafladors,  to 
reprefent  the  injuflice  that  had  been  done  him,  in  giving  the 
pope  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna  and  other  diftrifts  in  Itafyy 
and  at  the  fame  time  made  him  very  magnificent  prefents ; 
amongft  which  was  the  firft  organ  ever  feen  in  France,  and 
which  was  given  by  the  king  to  the  church  of  Compiegne. 
The  next  year  died  the  pope ;  and  his  brother  Pauly  being 
chofen  his  fucceffor,  fent  to  intreat  king  Pepin  to  continue  to 
him  his  protection  ;  which  the  king  very  kindly  promised, 
and  very  punftually  kept  his  word  *.     The  following  year 
the  Saxons  made  a  general  revolt,  which  conftrained  the  king 
to  turn  the  forces  of  his  dominions  on  that  fide  ;  which  gave 
the  Lombards  an  opportunity  of  difturbing  the  pope,  and 
endeavouring,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Greek  emperor,  to 
recover  all  the  places  that  had  been  yielded  to  the  fee  of 
Rome*,  but  Pepin,   returning  viftorious,    and  having  con- 
ftrained the  Saxons,  not  only  to  fubmit,  but  to  add  likewiie 
to  their  former  tribute  three  hundred  horfe,  which  were  to 
be  prefented  annually  in  the  affembly  held  in  the  month  of 
JMay,  had  leifure  to  look  abroad,  and  to  give  the  pope  that 
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proteSion;  of  which  he  flood  in  great  need.  He  fent  for  thb  . 
purpofc  his  ambafladors  to  Pavia,  to  declare  to  king  Didier; 
that,  if  he  did  ^not  immediately  put  all  things  on  the  foot  of 
the  treaty  made  when  he  was  laft  in  Italy ^  he  would  returri 
thither  with  an  army,  and  regulate  them  in  fuch  a  manner  aS 
(hould  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  create  any  farther  diilurb- 
ances.  Didier  was  conftrained  to  fubmit,  and  to  promife 
dl  that  was  demanded  ;  but  with  a  full  intention  not  to  keep 
his  word,  in  cafe  any  opportunity  offered  of  breaking  it  viitli 
impunity,  which  he  attempted ;  but,  for  the  prcfent,  with- 
out efFeft.  A  more  promifing  occafion  prefenled  itfclf 
not  long  after^  which  he  did  not  negleft  y. 

Gaifre^  or  t^aifar^  duke  of   Aquitaine,    regarded   the  ^arnjoitl^ 
proiperity  of  Pepin  with  an  envious  eye,  and^  on  the  other  '^^  ^^^^^ 
handi  that  monarch  wanted  only  a  fair  opportunity  to  de- ?^.^^"*' 
fpoil  him  of  his  dominions.     This  difpofitjon  in  both  ren-  ^f'Jf'  f^ 
dered  thfetti  perpetually  reftlefs  and  uneafy.     Vaifqir  fpoiled     '    '^■'    * 
fome  churches  6i  their  lands,  the  bifhops  of  which  had  put 
themfelVes  under  the  proteftion  of  France.    Pepin  demanded  ^ 

reftitutioU  by  his  ambafladors;  and,  the  negotiation  pro- 
ceeding but  flowlyj  he  pafled  the  iLw'r^  with  an  army,  obliged 
him  to  promife  what  he  had  demanded,  and  to  give  hoflage^  ^  . 
for  the  performance  of  what  he  promifed  *.  The  next  5'earj 
when  Pepin^  wad  at  a  great  diflance  regulating  affairs  in  his 
German  dominions,  the  duke  of  Aquitaine  fent  an  army.  t<i 
Burgundy,  where  they  ravaged  the  country  as  far  as  Chalons  ; 
and,  having  burned  the  fuburbs  of  that  city,  returned 
loaded  with  booty.  ^  Pepin  was,  by  no  means,  of  a  humour 
to  endure  fuch  an  infult:  he  returned,  therefore)  with  all 
jwiHble  expedition,  paffea/^the  Loire  with  his  army,  ravaged 
all  the  country  as  far  as  Limoges ;  and,  that  it  might  ren^ai^ 
in  a  defencelefs  condition,  razed  all  the  caflles  in  Auvergne  *; 
The  next  year  he  pafled  the  Loire  for  the  third  time,  laid 
fiege  to  BourgeSy  and,  having  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  it 
after  a  long  defence,  repaired,  and  placed  in  it  a  good  gar* 
rifon.  He  pufl\^d  things  fo  far  this  campaign,  that  RemiftaSni 
uncle  to  duke  Vaifar^  believing  the  ruin  of  his  nephew  tob^ 
mevitablej  fubmitted  to  the  king,  and  was  extremely  Veil 
received.  The  fpring  following,  Pepin  aflembled  a  nutneroud 
army  at  Nevers\  with  which  he  pafled  the  hoirey  wafting  all 
the  countiy  before  him  with  fire  and  fword,  under  a  full 
perfuafion,  thit,  before  the  end  of  the  fummer,  he  fhould 
drive  the  duke  out  of  his  dominions  :  and  it  is  highly  prob- 
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able  thi^  would  have  happened,  if  an  unforefeen  accident  had 
A.D,763.npt,  for  the  prefent,  entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  ^ 
An  accident,  fpringing  from  his  profperity,  which  amazed 
end  alarmed  all  his  neighbours. 
7he  Mi       TassiLon,  duke  of  Bavaria^  his  nephew,  had  remained 
e^Bava-   at  his  court  ixom  the  time  he  did  him  homage,  and  had  even 
ria  retires  attended  him  in  fbme  of  thefe  expeditions ;  but,  about  the 
into  his      time  of  the  rendezvous  at  NeverSy  he  feigned  an  indifpofi- 
9wsdo'    tion,  and,  ^hile  his  uncle  was  in  the  field,  retired,  with  all 
minions^    poffible  fpeed  and  fecrcfy,  into  his  own^dominions ;  where  he 
''*•  ^^^^  ^  ^^  independent  prince,  married  a  daughter  of  the 
l^mueto^^^^  of  the  Lombards,  and  difcovered  plainly,  that  he  <Bd 
Pepinf  ^  '^^^  incline  to  be  a  tame  fpeftator  of  the  deftruftion  ©f  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine.  '  Pepin,  upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  his 
1  nephew's  retreat,  repafled  the  Loire,  leaving  behind  him  many 

flagrant  proofs  of  his  indignation  againft  both  dukes,  and  ca 
his  defire  to  make  them  feel  the  full  weight  of  his  refent- 
ment  ^.  He  was,  however,  far  from  departing,  even  in 
•thefe  circumftances,  from  the  charafter  which  he  had  efta- 
bliftied  for  prudence ;  he  determined  tochaftife  thefe  princes, 
but  he  would  not  take  any  fuch  violent  iaieafures  as,  in  their 
confcquences  at  Icaft,  might  chaftife  his  fubjefts  and  Mmfelf. 
He  augmented  the  fortifications  and  the  garrifon  of  Bourges  ; 
*he  repaired  feveral  other  places  on  the  frontiers,  and  filled 
them  with  troops.  By  this  difpofition  he  covered  his  own 
country,  while  that  of  his  enemy  was  expofed  io  continual 
incurfions.  He  reckoned  himfelf,  therefore,  fecure  on  this 
fide,  and,  for  the  two  fucceeding  years,  held  the  annual 
affemblies  in  May,  in  the  city  pf  Worms ;  having  always 
about  him  fuch  an  army,  as  obliged  the  duke  of  the  Bavari^' 
arts  to  refpeft  the  king  of  France,  though  he  had  vifibly  dif- 
regarded  him  as  his  uncle.  TaJJilon  was  a  young  prince  of 
parts  and  of  difcernment ;  he  had  a  mind  to  be  independent, 
and  he  was  jealous  of  the  power  of  Pepin ;  he  was  fenfible  of 
his  difpleafure  ;  but,  as  things  ftood,  he  faw  it  was  not  his 
intereft  to  pufti  farther,  by  committing  hoftilities  d.  Pepin. 
had  his  reafons  likewife  for  keeping  on  the  defenfive ;  he  was 
endeavouring  to  detach  the  king  of  the  Lombards  from  his 
alliance  with  the  Greek  emperor ;  and  he  had  another  nego- 
tiation on  the  carpet  with  that  emperor,  who  had  his  am- 
bafladors  at  his  court,  labouring  to  perfuade  him  not  to 
hinder  his  recovering  Ravenna,  and  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
pofing  a  marriage  between  prince  Lio  and  the  princefs 
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Gtfilie,  daugtitcr  to  Pepin.  As  to  the  firft,  he  aniwered 
plainly,  that  he  had  c6dquered  Ravifina  from  the  Lombards^ 
that  he  had  given  it  to  the  fee  of  Rome^  and  that  he  would 
maintain  the  pope  in  his  pofleffion*  As  to  the  latter,  he 
raifed  difEcnhies  from  the  enaperor's  attachment  to  the  Icono- 
cla/ls.  To  which  the  ambai&dors  aiifwered,  that  they  ad- 
mired his  zeal  for  religion  ;  but  that,  if  he  caufed  this  dif- 
pute  to  be  examined  to  the  bottom,  he  would  find  that  the 
emperor  was  alfo  zealous  for  the  Cbf  iftian  faith,  and  did  not 
deferve  to  be  ftiled  a  heretic  for  his  endeavours  to  remove 
what  had  a  manifeft  tendency  to  idolatry  «. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Aquitcune^  perceiving  how  A.D.76j« 
much  he  was  dUlreflTed  by  this  new  manner  of  making  war,  ^^'  ^^H 
and  that  Pepin  was  preparing  to  pafs  the  Loire  again  with  a  ^^^'^  '^^ 
numerous  army,  had  recourfe  to  a  very  fingular  andftrange  ^^'tf 
expedient.   He  difmantled  moft  of  the  great  towns  that  werie  ^^^ 
neareft  the  enemy,  fortified  a  few  of  the  ftrongeft  places  ^^on'whifb 
had;  and,  aflembling  a  great  army,  rcfolved  to  try,  "^hzx  the  duke  d^ 
he  had  not  yet  done,  his  fortune  in  the  field.     Pepin^  hav-  Bavaria 
ing  pafled  the  Loircy  began  to  repair  and  fortify  the  places  demands 
which  the  duke  had  demoliftied  ;  to  prevent  which  Vaifar  f^^^^ 
advanced  direftly  towards  him  with  his  forces,  and  gave  him 
battle  ^    He  had  the  misfortune  to  be  totally  defeated;  and 
this  had  fuch  an  efieA  upon  his  fpirits,  that  he  fent  to  defire*^ 
peace,  almoft  upon  any  terms  that  the  viftor  fliould  prefcribe. 
Pepin  paid  little  regard  to  his  propofition,  purfued  his  own 
fcheme  of  reftoring  the  difmantled  towns,  and  receiving  into 
his  proteftion  all  who  fubmitted.     Bfis  nephew,  the  duke  of 
Bavaria^  who  had  exaft  intelligence  of  his  uncle's  proceed- 
ings, thought  it  high  time  to  make  his  own  peace,  and  not 
run  the  hazfard  of  beih^  treated  as  the  duke  of  Aquitaine  'w^s, 
when  he  fliould  be  undone.     The  king  made  no  difficulty  of 
accepting  his  fubmiffion ;  which,  indeed,  was  all  that  he  > 

Wanted,  and  was,  with  good  reafon,  well  pleafed  with  ob* 
taining  all  the  effects  of  viftory,  without  ifo  much  as  running 
the  hazard  of  a  war  8. 

To  give  fbme  content  to  the  Greek  emperor  Conjiantine  Re»i*»Itt 
Copronymus,  and  that  his  own  proceedings  might  appear  the  '^f'*^"  '* 
more  impartial,  Pepin  ordered  a  general  aflembly  of  the^^^.^^^^ 
bifhops  to.  be  held  at  Gentilli,  a  royal  villa  about  a  league  ?^^  ^^1* 
from  Paris  ;  where  the  great  point  of  images  being  lamul^,^^/ 
or  unlawful  in  churches  was  Solemnly  difcuiled.  But  what,  France,  is 
or,  indeed,  whether  any,  rcfolution  was  taken  does  not  ap-  taken  and 

hanged* 
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A*P;7^7*  pe^  ^-    '^^^^  aflembly  feems  to  havf  been  held  about  Cbryin 
mas ;  and  foon  s^f  ter,  notWitbftanding  the  rigour  of  the  feafoo* 
ithe  king  made  bis  Axth  expedition  into  Jquitaine^  where  he 
reduced  Touloufe,  and  9II  the  adjacent  country.    He  kept  th^ 
fcaft  of  Eajler  at  Vienw  ;  and,  th^  fummcr  being  very  hot, 
put  his  army  intft  quarters  of  cantonment.     At  length,  iq 
the  month  of  Augufty  ifter  having  held  another  aflembly  of 
the  nobility  at  Baurgcs^  he  ordered  his  forces  to  take  the 
field,  and  advance  towards  the  Garonne ;  where  they  gra- 
dually forced  all  the  forti&ed  pofts,  ^nd  ^t  length  puihed 
their  conquefts  as  far  as  the  Upp^r  AuvergneK     In  the  couri^ 
pf  this  campaign,  Remiftain^  who  had  been  fo  well  received 
by  the  king,  returned  again  to  his  nephew ;  and,  to  mak^ 
an  atoneip^nt  for  his  defertion,  as  well  as  to  convince  his 
countrymen  that  be  was  in  earned  in  this  new  change,  he 
adled  againft  the  Frehch  with  cruelty  as  well  as  vigour,  and 
inftrufted  the  Gafcons  how  to  make  their  incurfions.      As 
the  length  of  this  ruinous  war  h4d  fcarce  left  the  poflibility 
pf  fuhfiftence  in  a  fettled  condition,  the  country  fwarmed  wit^ 
men  ready  tq  undertake  any  thing  that  might  preferve  them 
from  perifhing;  und,  at  thp  head  of  thefe,  Remiftain  per- 
formed fome  ponfiderahle  exploits  ^     But  Pepin,   ^ually 
piqued  at  the  depredations  he  niade,  and  at  his  ingratitude^ 
pot  only  difpatched  fevpral  parties  tp  reprefs  him  and  his  a/To- 
riates,   but   alfq  gave  expref?  direftioiis,    ^hat,  if  poffible^ 
they  ftiould  feize  his  perfon ;  which,  at  length,  they  did ; 
and,  having  brought  him  into  Pepin's  prefence,  he,  ^ft^  re- 
proaching him  feverely,  ordered  him  tq  be  longed  '.     We 
have  related  this  matter  piore  particularly  j  .becaufe   thofe,. 
who  charge  Pf^i^z  withfruclty,  Jnfift  chiefly  on  this  inftance"; 
}n  which,  however,  there  might  be  as  much  of  policy  as  of 
jeverity,  for  reafons  which  will  prefisntly  appear.     ,. 
^if  ^ari        Pei^jn',  feeing  all  thipgs  prepared  to  bis  piincjl,  and  having 
tn  Aqu|-   no  re^fon  to  doubt  the  (uccefs  of  his  fthemes,  marched  with  a 
taipe  r^r-  numerpp^  army,  the  next  fpnimer,  to  the  banks  of  the  river- 
rie^  pn       Haronrif,  fully  determined  to  put  an  end  tq  the  war,  by  a 
Vf*t^  vi-  judicious  and  vigqrous  exertion  of  the  fuperjority  be  bad  in 
pmr  a^4  i^jj.  hands.     Thp  people  and  the  nobility,  equally  terrified 
^hiAj^to     *^^  amazed,  feqt  deputies  to  intreat  his  clemency  towards 
aifoluu     t^<?ft»  ^^^  ^^re  po  longer  able  tp  refift  him.     The  king 
mqwft.     offered  to  take  them  immediately  into  his  proteftiop,  upoa 
their  fubipiiSpn,  sipd  taking  ^n  path  pf  obedience,     They 
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williflgty  aeoe)>€ed  tbefe  conditions :  upon  which  the  mother,  A.D.76^ 
the  fiftcr,  and  the  niece,  of  Vaifar,  came  in,  and  were  prc- 
fented  to  Pepttit  who  received  them  kindly.     Eoricy  who 
had  married  another  fifter  of  the  duke's,  furrendered  like* 
wife,  and  met  with  the  like  treatment  »•    It  now  appeared 
plainly,  that  Pepin  had  in  view  the  entire  and  abfolute  con- 
queft  of  Aquitaine,  which  drove  the  unfortunate  duke  to 
defpair.    He  retired,  with  a  fmall^body  of  determined  men, 
into  Saintonge,  there  to  fell  their  lives  and  liberty  as  dear  as 
pofTible  ;  the  fmallne(s  of  his  forces  leaving  him  fcarce^a 
chance  for  vJftory,  and  the  fituation  of  the  country  taking 
from  him  all  hopes  of  efcape  **.    About  this  time  the  ambaf- 
fadors,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  khalif,  returned ;  but  what 
was  the  nature  or  the  end  of  their  negotiation  does  not 
appear  p.     At  Rome,  a  layman  having  feated  himfelf  in  the 
chair  of  St.  Peter,  through  the  countenance  of  the  king  of 
the  Lombards,  addreflfed  himfelf  to  Pepin  for  fupport,  as  be- 
lieving him  the  more  powerful  patron  of  the  two  ^ ;  but, 
before  this  application  was  well  made,  he  was  depofed,  and 
Stephen  the  fourth  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Rome  ;  who  like- 
wife  fent  ambafladors  to  acquaintP^m  with  his  elevation,  and 
to  deiire  his  protedion  ^ 

The  king,  eagerly  defiring  to^ut  an  end  to  the  war,  and  Duie  9/ 
of  perfefting  his  great  fcheme  of  uniting  Aquitaine  once  more  A^ui- 
to  the  crown  of  France,  leaving  his  queen  and  court  at  taine 
Xaintes,  marched  to  attack  the  5uke  in  his  fortified  pofts.  ^f '«» ^^ 
Authors  relate  very  differently  the  iffue  of  this  laft  difpute.  p"^.     . 
Some  fay,  that,  after  being  defeated  in  battle,  Fatfar  was   f^^^J'Z 
iurrounded  and  cut  to  pieces  as  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  ^/f^  ^^'^ 
efcape*.     Others  allege,  that,  feeing  the  day  loft,  his  own ^^^ji,/ 
people,  in   hopes  of  making  their  court  to  the  viftorious 
monarch,  and  weary  of  iharing  the  misfortunes  of  a  prince, 
from  whom  they  could  now  expeft  no  reward,  put  an  end  to 
Kis  forrows  and  his  life  *.  However,  it  is  univerfally  allowed^ 
that  he  periflied  with  his  arms  in  his  hands ;  and  that  he  died 
unhappy,  but  unconquered.     Thus,  in  the  fpace  of  nine 
ytars,  Pepin  finiflied  his  conquefts,  and  re-annexed  Aqui^ 
taine  to  his  dominions,  from  which  it  had  been  detached 
'  near  half  a  century*    He  had  fcarce  time  to  tafte  the  joy  of 
this  gr^t  event,  being  feized,  at  his  return  to  Xaintef,  with 
a  fever,  which  increafed  upon  his  being  carried  to  Tours, 
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Ml.  Fttld.        ^  Epift, 98,  99,  ia  Codice  CaroHno.        »  Anast. 
in  vita  Stcphan.  IV.        •  Aimon.  lib.  iv.  cap.  67.        *  Cont. 

F&EDEG. 

I  4  put 


I^» 


5*fc  H^or^f  of  F^rance.  B.  XIX* 

put  of  devotion  to  St.  Martin ;  and,  being  dteveyed  froai 
thence  to  St.  Dems^  he  there  expired,  of  a  dirbpfy,  and  a 
complication  of  diforders,  on  the  23d  of  September,  in  the 
year  ieven  hundred  and  fix^y•eJght,  in  the  leventeenth  of  hi$ 
reign,  and  in  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  life".  He  was  interred 
in  the  church  oif  that  njonaflery,  with  all  poffible  honours, 
and  his  death  deplored  by  all  ranks  of  people  as  a  public 
calamity ;  for  till  that  time  the  French  had  not  feen  a  tnore 
wife,  aftive,  or  fortunate  prince ;  pne  who  had  roaiptained 
peace  and  tranquility  at  home,  and  at  the  fame  time  fup- 
ported,  and  evai  augmented,  the  credit  of  the  nation  abroad^ 
But  it  is  neceffary  tq  enter  into  this  matter  a  little  more  par- 
ticularly, fince,  hy  laying  down  a  few  pbfervations  fpunded 
<yj\  fafts,  the  hiftory  of  thi5  reign,  and  of  thofe  that  are  tq 
follow,  maybe  very  much  illuftrated. 

It  appjsars.not  a  little  ftrange,  morf  efpecially  to  modeni 
hi(lLoria!]s,  confidering  the  vaft  extent  of  his  genius,  the 
great  number  of  his  nobility,  and  the  nature  of  his  title 
^'^f.^"^^'^' to  the  crown,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  feventeen  years  admini- 
mentof  flpation,'  Pefm  (hould  not  be  expofed  fo  niuch  as  to  one  pri- 
vate cQnfpiracy*  or  public  infurreftion,  but  maintain  a  full 
and  abfolute  authority,  as  if  he  had  derived  his' claim  of  fen 
ViweigQty  from  a  long  train  bf  anceftors.  The  refolving  this 
difficulty,  by  fj^ying  he  was  fortunate,  tyould  fcarce  be 
efteemed  fati$faftory  in  fo  inquifitive  an  age  as  this.  The 
true  ftate  of  the  matter  is,  that  it  flowed  from  his  policy, 
and  frofai  that  fmgular  fagacity,  which  is  discoverable  thro* 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  conduft.  He  obferved,  that  princes, 
who.affefted  to  govern  with  a  plenitude  of  power,  are  very 
rarely  happy  or  beloved^;  and  diat  thofe,  who  confide  their 
authority  to  others,  fel^om  preferve  it  long,  whether  it  be 
well  or  ill  employed ;  for,  if  their  minifl:ers  be  either  weak 
or  wicked,  themfelves  in  the  end  bear  the  blame;  and,  on 
the  othisr  bftnd,  if  they  are  men  of  great  talents  and  abilities^ 
they  arrogate-  to  themfelves,  in  procefs  of  time,  that  power 
yrhlch  was.  originally  delegated  to  them  from  their  matters  ^. 
He  guarded  effcftually  againft  both  evils.  He  held  his  par- 
liaments, or  great  councils  of  the  nobility,  regularly.  He 
proppfed  in  them,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  moft  fuitable  to 
bis  ends,  the  incafures  that  he  meant  to  purfue ;  and^  as  thefe 
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were  calculated  for  the  pubUc  fervice,  fo  he  undertook  the 
execution  of  them  as  a  point  of  duty,  and  left  the  glory  of 
advifing  and  contriving  them  to  thofe  aflemblies.     By  this 
pieans  he  interefted  the  dergy  and  the  nobility  in  all  his 
fchemcs,  and  was,    in    appearance,    the   minifter  of  their 
councils,    while,  in  reality,    he  profecuted  his  own  ;    for 
though  no  prince  was  more  ready  to  hear  advice,  or  Ihewed 
Z  greater  deference  to  the  fentiments  of  public  aflemblies, 
yer,  when  he  came  Into  aftion,  he  performed  all.     He  was    . 
no  fooner  declared  king,  than  he  marched  againft  the  Saxons^ 
He  received  pope  Stephen  with  all  the  reverence  poflible,  and 
paid  him  the  moft  profound  fubmiifion  ;  but  he  derived  from 
thence  prodigious  advantages ;  he  wiped  from  the  remem- 
brance of  the  ^people  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acquired 
the  fovereignty ;  fo.  that,  in  fetiing  up  the  pope,  he  let  up 
his  own  power      The  nobility  of  Fra«f^  were  averfc  to  the 
Italian  expedition ;  in  which  he  would  not  embark,  till  the 
pope's  prayers  and  intreaties  had  obtained  their  aflent.     His 
prcieceflbrs  had  loft  great  armies  in  that  country,  and  fooner 
or  later  drew  nothing  from  it  but  difgrace.     Pepin  faw  theu: 
miftakes,  and  avoided  them.     He  had  no  ambition  to  make 
ponquefts  in  Italy ;  but  it  was  of  great  importance  to  weak«i 
the  power  of  the  Lombards,  and  to  leave  that  c^ountry  fo  di- 
vided, as  that  he   might  never  receive  any  trouble  from 
thence.     He  raifed  the  pow^r  of  the  popes,  and  made  them 
truly  princes ;  but  he  detached  them  from  the  Creek  em- 
perors, and  rendered  them  dependent  on  himfelf.     In  confe- 
quence  of  this  wifip  management,  he  derived  glory  and  fecu- 
nty  from  thofe  expeditions,  that  had  probably  been  fatal  to 
any  other  French  prince.     It  was  not  till  he  had  cut  him  off 
from  all  fupport,  that  he  began  the  war  with  the  duke  of 
Jquitains,  in  which,  however,  he  made  a  full,  ftop  when  his 
nephew  retired  into  his  own  dominions  ;  by  which  he  pre- 
vented a  dangerous  diverfion,  which  that  prince  would  other* 
wife  have  made.     But,  though  he  defifted,   he  never  de- 
parted from  his  defign  of  reducing  Jquitaine,  and  he  ac- 
pmplifhed  it,  as  he  did  every  thing,  by  a  proper  mixture  of 
deliberation  and  vigour ;  deriving,  fronj  his  own  penetration 
and  perfeverance,  that  fuccefs  which  later  writers  would 
attribute  to   fortune :     but   nearer  his  own  time   it  was 
better  underftood  ;  for  otherwife.  Prudent  as  Pepin,  had 
never  become  a  proverb  in  France  *• 
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The  mea-  THERE  is,  perhaps,  another  circumftance  that  may  fct  Ws 
fures  he  conduft  in  a  more  ftriking  point  of  view.  His  figure  was  To 
took  to  far  from  having  any  thing  in  it  majeftic,  that  it  was  rather 
frruent  ^^it  contrary.  In  point  of  ftature,  we  are  told,  that  he 
the  mean'  ^^^^.cdi  f,x  inches  of  five  feet,  whence  he  was  furnamed  the 
nefsof  bis  ^^^^^^ .  ^j^^^  jj^  regard  to  fize,  he  was  of  fuch  a  make  as  pro- 
■f  ren-  ^^^^^  ^'^"^  likewife  the  appellation  of  Fepinthe  Grofs^  or  the 
dtrinz  hh  ^^^-  The  monk  of  St.  Gal^  amongft  many  idle  ftories,  has 
Mbmni'  preferved  one  of  this  prince,  which  mofl:  of  the  hifiorians 
*  firmtiom  have  tranfcribed,  and  which  indeed  ought  to  be  preferved  ''. 
eontempt'  Pepin  had  been  informed  that  fome  of  his  principal  commanders 
''*^«  had  made   themfelvcs   merry  with  his   figure;   he  invited 

them,  therefore,  to  a  fpeftacle  at  Terriers^  which,  in  that 
age,  was  not  uncommon.     This  was  a  combat  between  a 
lion  and  a  bull :  the  king  was  feated  on  his.t&rone,  and  all 
his  great  officers  about  him,  when  the  beafts  were  let  out. 
-The  lion  immediately  leaped  upon  the  buU,  and  brought  him^ 
to  the  ground,  and  was  on  the  point  of  firangling  him.' 
Which  of  you,  faid  Pepin y  will  make  that  beaft  let  go  hii 
prey  \     His  great  lords  gazed  in  filence.     That  taflc  muft  Be 
mine,  added  Pepin  ;  and,  'defcending  from  his  royal  {eat, 
advanced  with  his  fword  drawn  direftly  towards  the  beafts. 
The  lion,  turning  his  eyes  towards  him,  began  to  raife  him- 
felf  npon  the  bull,  when,  at  a  fingle  blow,  the  king  divided 
the  head  from  the  body.     As  he  returned  to  his  throne,  he 
feid,  without  any  emotion,  "  David  v/sls  a  little  man,  and  yet 
"  he  triumphed  over  Goliath  ;  Alexander  too  was  alittlcman, 
•*  but  his  arm  was  ftronger,  and  his   heart  more  intrepid, 
**  than  thofe  of  many  of  his  captains,  who  were  taller  and 
**  handfomer  than  he."     This  taught  his  officers  difcretion, 
and  his  people  refpec^l.     We  may,  from  thefe  remarks,  with 
great  certainty,  infer,  that  this  founder  of  the  fecond  race  of 
French  kings  had  great  pe»  fonal  merit,  and  might,  therefore, 
have  deferved  a  more  honourable  infcription  than  that  which 
is  placed  upon  his  tomb,  Cy  gift  le  Pere  de  Charlemagne ;  that 
is.  Here  lies  the  father  of  Charlemagne  *,     It  is  true,  this  fe* 
cond  race  are  ftiled  Carlovingians ;  but  it  is  not  decided, 
whether  in  honour  of  Charles  Martel^  the  fathpr  of  Pepin, 
or  of  Charles  the  great,  his  fon.    Be  that  as  it  will,  Pepin 
atchieved  what  the  one  left  imperfeft,  and  opened  that  path 
to  glory,  which  the  other  purfued  with  fo  great  applaufe. 

y  Fauci^et.  *  Morurs&  Coutumcs  des  Francois,  P. 
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91&^  i?^/j^»  ^Charles tthe  Great,  King  of  France,  ani 
Emperor  of  the  Wefi. 

CHARh^S  and  Carhman  *fuccceded  their  father  Pepin^ 
according  to  the  defire  that  monarch  exprefled  to  the  Charlci, 
jiobility  thiit  w^re  about  him,  at  the  time  of  his  deccafe,  after- 
^iid  were  folemnly  proclaimed  fixteen  days  after  his  death,  'wards fur^ 
Charles  at  Noyon,  and  Carloman  at  Soijpms  *•     Charles  was,  »«»«/ 
gt  this  time,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  as  re-  C^**"!*- 
markably  tall  as  his  father  was  fhort,  being  near  feven  feet  ""^g"^* 
in  height,  well-proportioned,    but  rather  inclining  to  f^^ij^ma  /^*. 
^  freftx  florid  complexion,  a  majeftic  air,  very  robuft  in  his  cadthdr 
jponftitution,  gay  and  fprightly  in  his  temper,  very  aftive,  y^/^^ 
and  capable  of  bearing  much  fatigue.     His  mind  was  truly  Pepin, 
heroic,  generally  fpeaking,  equal  and  compofed  in  his  con* 
4uft^  fo  much  fuperior  to  fortune  as  never  to  be  either  ruf^ 
fled  or  elated,  of  fo  cbmprehenfive  a  genius,  that  he  not  only 
afpired  to,  but  excelled  in,  all  that  became  a  great  prince,  an 
excellent  officer,  an  able  ftatefman,  and  as  well  verfed  in  let* 
ters  as  any  man  of  his  time ;  zealous  in  religion,  and  exaft  in 
hi?  devotion.    His  character,  fair  as  it  was,  wanted   not 
blemifties,  which  arofe  chiefly  from  his  ambition,  and  a  no- 
tion he  received  from  thence,  that  many  things  might  be 
difpcnfed  with  from  reafons  of  ftate.     In  fome  inftances  he 
was  certainly  not  mafter  of  his  paffions ;  in  others  he  was 
mifled  by  the  errors  of  the  times ;  but  take  him  in  th^  whole 
circle  of  his  charafter,  with  thofe  allowances  that  are  com* 
ponly  m^d^  for  fuch  as  aA  in  fo  high  a  fphere,  and  he  muf): 
be  acknow^ged  as  wife  and  brave  a  monarch,  as  that  or  per- 
{iap$  any  other  age  produced  l>.     His  younger  brother  Cor- 
hman  refembled  him  very  little;  his  virtues  or  his  vices  were 
not  very  confpicuous;  but  he  was  chiefly  diftinguiflied  by  a 
conteqtiqus,  fpfpicious,  peevifh  difpofition,  which  left  him  la 
the  hands  of  fuch  of  his  courtiers  as  were  leaft  worthy  of  his 
confidence,  aqd  who  gained  it  by  throwing  doubts  and  fears 
in  his  way,  which  kept  him  perpetually  uneafy,  and  attached 
to  thofe  who  made  him  fo  «.     Both  the  brothers  were  mar- 
ried, in  a  manner  not  very  fuitable  to  their  birth  or  interefts, 
and  both  were  too  much  ftrangers  to  bufinefs,  ffom  the 
warm  and  cpterprifing  humour  of  their  father,  who  loved  Xx^ 
execute  every  thing  himfelf.     It  feeihs  to  be,  in  fome  mea- 
(ure,  certain,  that  a  divifion  of  Pepin's  dominions  was  pro* 
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JeAed,  and  perhaps  fettled  between  themi  but  it  is  very  nn- 
pertain  in  what  manner ;  for  the  old  writers  coatradlA  each 
other;  and  the  modem  htfiorians,  in  order  to  recondle  them, 
fuppofe  that  there  were  two'  diviiions,  and  that  by  the  latter 
Carloman  had  At^rajia^  which  in  the  former  had  been  given 
^^D.768.  to  Charles  **.     Bnt  it  feems  to  be  more  probable  that  the  di- 
vifion  was  never  executed ;  but  that,  the  brothers  difagrecing, 
the  difpute  was  left  to  be  decided  in  the  next  aflembly  of  the 
prelates  and  peers.     This  want  of  union  between  the  two 
kings  revived  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  were  enemies  to,  or  at 
Jeaft  jealous  of,  both.     Didier^  king  of  the  I/mihards,  and 
Taffiloriy  duke  of  the  Bavarians,  began  to  increafe  their  for- 
ces, and  to  enter  into  intrigues ;  but  the  ice  was  broken  and 
a  war  begun  by  a  prince  of  whom  the  kings  had  not  the 
ieaft  jealoufy,  and  with  whom  their  enemies  had  little  inter- 
courfe  *. 
fbi  M        fluNALDE,   or   Hutiaudy    who   refigned  the   duchy  of 
duke  of     Aqnitaine  to  his  fon  Vaifar,  after  fpending  between  twenty 
Aqat'       and  thirty  years  in  a  monaftery,  quitted  it  to  return  into  his 
taine         old  dotninions,  fuppofing  this  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
taufes  the  recovering  his  dignity,  aad  reftoring  independency  to  that 
/^'^  ?/    |rreat  principality  ^     He  met  in  this  attempt  with  more  fad- 
m // r*     ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^y  reafon  to  expeft;  for  tho'  his  being  uni- 
W/*  ^but  ^crfally  hated  was  one  great  caufe  of  his  refigning,  yet  he 
is  quickly  was  uow  univerfally  received  with  aU  apparent  marks  of  re- 
defsMtid.    verence  and  afFeftion,  mod  of  the  great  towns  opening  their 
gates  to  him ;  fo  that  this  great  conqueft,  which  had  been 
the  bufincfs  of  PepirCs  life,  was  in  a  manner«  loft,  in  a  few 
weeks   time.     Charles  faw  that  the  recovery  of  Jquitaine 
was  not  of  greater  importance  to  the  French  nation,  than  to 
his  own  and  to  his  brother's  charafter;  and,  for  this  reafon, 
he  reprefonted  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  Carloman,  who 
confented  to  aflemblc  his  forces  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
and  to  march,  in  conjunftion  with  his  brother,  againft  their 
common  enemy :  but  by  that  time  the  army  was  afiembled, 
he  altered  his  fcntiments,  withdrew  the  forces  under  hi4 
command,  and  left  his  brother,  to  aft  or  to  retire  as  he 
thought  fit  g.     Charles,  notwithftanding  this  ftrange  be- 
haviour, and  the  unexpefted  diminution  of  the  forces  that 
were  to  be  employed*  in  the    war,  marched  direftly  into 
Aquitaine,  and  having  defeated  Hunalde,  had  infallibly  made 
him  prifoncr,  but  for  his  perfeft  knowlege  of  the  country, 
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.the  people  abandoning  him  in  his  diftrefs,  as  lightly  a$  they 
hs^A  followed  him  upon  his  firft  coming  amongfl  them ;  which 
obliged  him  to  take  (helter  in  the  territories  of  Lupus ^  duke 
of  Gaffonyy  who  had  been  his  tributary ;  but  who,  during 
the  war  between  Pepin  and  Faifary  had  erefted  his  feignory 
into  ail  independent  principality  \  Charles  made  the  right  A.D.769, 
nle  of  his  viftory,  in  building  the  fortrefs  oi  Fronfac  on 
the  Dordogne  :  while  this  was  doing,  he  advanced  with  his 
forces  to  the  frontiers  of  Gafcony^  fending  a. herald  to  duke 
hupus^  to  demand  the  perfon~of  Hunalde^  who  was  accord- 
ingly delivered  up,,  and  confined  for  the  reft  of  his  life. 
This  eftabliihed  the  charaAer  oi  Charles  at  home  and  abroad, 
brought  the  nobility  to  court  his  favour^  and  all  his  neigh- 
bours to  treat  for  his  friendihip  ^  . 

Amongst  thefe  was  Didier\  who,  tjio'  naturally  an  ene-  By  the 
my  to  the  French,  and  willing  to  have  taken  the  advantage  ^'^h  of 
of  Pepin's  death,  yet  perceiving  that  ^A^r&Jr  had  inherited  his  ^^*'^^- 
capacity,   together  with  his  dominions,   he  demanded  bis??*°» 
fitter  Gillette  for  the  prince  his  fon,  and  offered  his  daughter  V, 
Hermengarde  either  to  Charles  or  his  brother.     This  ^^ruacd  A^^^^ 
pope  Stephen  IV.  who  wrote  to  Charles  in  the  ftrongeft^  ^j^f 
terms,  befeeching  him  not  to  bring  a  fcandal  on  the  catholic  French 
faith,  by  putting  away  his  wife,  for  the  fake  of  taking  one  monarcfy. 
out  of  a  houfe  which  God  had  curfed  with  a  leprofy ;  or,  after 
refufing  his  fifter  to  the  firft  prince  in  the  world,  the  fon  of 
the  Greek  emperor,  beftow  her  on  him,   whofe  father  be- 
came a  kii^  but  by  his  favour^..     The   queen  dowager, 
however,  had  a  better  opinion  of  the  match,  went  in  per-  * 

fon  into  Italy  to  negotiate  it,  and  had  fo  ftrong  an  influence 
on  Charles,  as,  notwithftanding  the  pope's  letters,  to  induce 
him  to  comply  with  it..  In  the  courfe  of  her  progress,  (he 
paid  a  vifit  firft  to  her  fon  Carlomany  and  afterwards  to  the 
pope,  whom  (he  pacified,  by  aflTuring  him  that  (he  would 
ufe  her  intereft  with  Didier  to  relinquifh  fome  places  which 
he  ftill  with-held  from  the  fee  of  Rome  \  and,  which  having 
performed,  (he  condufted  her .  new  daughter-in-law  into 
France^.  There  (he  found  things  in  fome  diforder;  foi;, 
notwithftanding  all  the  pains  (he  had  taken,  Carloman  had 
ftill  fo  ftrong  a  diftafte  to  his  brother,' that  he  was  preparing 
to  attack  him,  when  he  was  fuddenly  removed  by  death "». 
His  queen,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  grief  and  fear,  being 
probably  excited  to  it  by  thofe  who  had  been  the  principal 
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authors  of  the  mifundcrftandings  between  the  t9fo  brother, 
and  who  were  apprehenfiveof  feeling  the  weight  of  Charlef% 
refentment,  withdrew,    with  her  two  fons,  hier   hufband's 
treafares,  and  thefe  connfeilors,  into  the  dominions  of  the 
king  of  the  Lombards  *.     Charles  exprefled  fome  concern  at 
^^D  y«i,  the  news;  but  he  immediately  advanced  with  a  body  of 
troops  to  the  frontiers  of  his  brother's  territories,  and,  with 
the  confent  of  the  prelates  and  peers,  took  poflleflioti  of  the 
kingdom  that  was  thus  abdicated ;  and,  to  exprefs  his  feii& 
of  Didier's  prote6bing  the  widow  and  her  fons,  he  repudiated 
the  queen  wljpm  he  had  fo  lately  married  °. 
Jtevolt.9f      The  Saxons^  who  commonly  revolted  at  the  beginning 
the  Sax-    of  every  reign,  attempted  to  throw  off  the  yoke  at  the  entrance 
onf,  •»     of  this,  which  obliged  Charles  to  turn  his  arms  on  that  fide. 
riJ'^t       ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  capital  bufinefs  of  his  reign,  and  lafted, 
*L*'     tho'  by  intervals,  for  thirty-three  years,  it  is  requifite  to  fay 
^^ainfi      fomething  fuccinftly  of  the  country  and  the  people,  though 
tiemfand  *^^^  fubjeft  muft  be  more  largely  treated  of  in  another  place. 
reduees       The  territory  of  the  Saxons,  as  it  was  confidered  at  this 
them  to     time,  comprehended  a  country  of  vaft  extent,  bounded  on  the 
JubrmJUion,  weft  by  the  German  ocean,  Bohemia  on  the  eaft,  on  the  north 
by  the  fea,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  Germanic  France j  extend- 
ing along  the  Lower  Rhine ,  and  from  the  ij^/ beyond  Mentz. 
This  was  divided  into  three  parts;  lYiclVeJiph^aJians  inhabit- 
cd  that  towards  the  oceans,,  from  whence  the  name  oiWeft- 
phalia  remains  to  a  fmall  part  of  their  country  :    the  Ojf  or 
Eq/iphalians  held  that  part  bordering  on  Bohemia  :  the  mid- 
dle belonged  to  the  Jngrians,    who  were  the  immediate 
neighbours  of  the  French.    Under  each  of  thefe  names,  raa* 
ny  nations,   or,  generally  fpeaking,   tribes,   were  com  pre* 
>    bended,  each  commanded  by  its  own  chief  or  duke  ^     Hence 
their  readinefs  to  revolt,  and  the  difficulty  of  holding  them 
to  any  terms ;  becaufe,  whenever  a  few  mutinous  dukes  con- 
fpired  together,  they  made  inroads  into  the  French  territo- 
ries; and  when  the  troops  of  that  kingdom  invaded  theii* 
country  in  return,  the  whole  Saxon  nation  was  involved  in 
the  revolt,  from  a  principle  of  felf-defence.     Their  religtoa 
was  another  caufe  of  thefe  frequent  infurreftions ;  for  they 
were  pagans,   and  bigotted   pagans,    theh*  principal   deity 
being  the  god  of  war.     Charles  no  fooner  heard  that  they 
had  refufed  the  ufual  tribute,  than  he  enterred  the  country 
with  a  numerous  army;  and,  having  beaten  them  in  fevend 
fmall  engagements,  advanced  to  their  capital  |x>ft  of  Ere^ 
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botirgy  hear  PaJerhm,  where  was  the  temple  of  their  god 
Irminfuly  reprefented  as  a  man  completely  armed,  with  x 
flandard  in  one  hand,  placed  on  a  column  *i.  The  natural 
courage  of  the  people,  joined  to  their  religious  zeal,  induced 
them  to  make  an  obftinate  defence ;  the  place  too  being 
ftrong  by  fituation,  and  fortified  to  the  beft  of  their  fkill. 
Charles  forced  it  at  laft,  but  not  without  confiderable  lofs, 
and  employed  his  army  three  whole  days  in  demoliflaing  ef-  ^ 
feftually  this  monument  of  fuperftition,  in  wliich  great 
treafures  were  found  in  gold  and  filver.  This  being  per- 
formed, Charles  continued  his  march  direftly  towards  the 
IVefer^  refolved  to  break  the  force  of  this  intraftable  nation 
fo  efFeftually,  as, to  deprive^  them' of  the  power  of  difturbing 
him  again/.  But  they  were  already  fo  terrified  with  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  their  temple,  and  faw  fo  little  hopes  of  oppofmg 
in  the  field  troops  who  had  beaten  them  with  fuch  advantages, 
that  they  fent  dleputics  to  implore  his  clemency ;  and(7A^r/^/, 
upon  their  fubmitting  to  the  terms  he  prefcribed,  and  deli- 
vering twelve  hoftages  for  the  due  performance  of  them, 
granted  them  peace;  the  change  of  affairs  in  Italy  making 
that  meafure  as  expedient  for  him  as  for  them,  at  this  junc- 
ture t.  But,  before  his  return,  he  gave  direftions  for  forti- 
fying proper  pofls,  and  eftablifliing  a  certain  number  of 
troops  on  the  frontiers,  to  keep  thefe  J^eople  in  awe,  which 
for  fome  ftiort  time  they  did ;  but  the  next  favourable  oppor- 
tunity tempted  them  to  excite  frefti  troubles,  tho',  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  continual  wars,  fome  part  of  their  country 
was  but  thinly  peopled,  and  the  fubfidies  they  fometimes  • 
drew  from  the  enemies  of  France^  made  but  poor  amends 
for  the  loJfTes  they  fufFered  ". 

DiDiER,  king  of  the  Lombards ^  having  feized  and  frighted  g^  makts 
Stephen  IV.  into  his  grave,  laboured  all  he  could  to  reduce  an  irrvp* 
his  fucceflbr    pope  Adrian  I,  to  a  flate  of  dependence :  in  tion  into 
order  to  which,  he  not  only  refumed  a  great  p^rt  of  what  Italy,  fy 
had  been  yielded  by  the  treaty  of  Pavia,  but  alfo  tried  to  fur-  '*"'*<'  ^i^- 
prife  the  perfon  of  the  pope ;  and,  failing  in  that,  made  an  ren^r^^^ 
attempt  upon  the  city  of  Rome.     Adrian,  in  this  diftrefs,  fent  ^'       ^ 
ambaffadors  by  fea  into  France,  to  give  a  true  account  of  the  ^'^'^  ^'^ 
diflrefs  he  was  in,  and  to  implore  the  proteftion  of  Charles  ^« 
It  was  this  that  induced  him  toliflen  fo  readily  to  the  Saxons ; 
and^  if  he  had  followed  his  own  inclinations,  he  had  imme* 
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di^tety  poured  his  forces  into  Italy :   but  the  nobility  of 
France,  always  averfe  to  thefe  expeditioDS,  (hewed  (a  much 
hackwardnefs  on  this  occafion,  that  he  was  obliged  to  aft 
with  great  caution  and  circumfpeAion.    He  fent  therefore 
.feveral  embaflies  to  Didier^  in  which  he  exprefled  a  great 
deiire   to  preferve  a  perfeft  harmony  between   the  two 
nations,    made  very  moderate  demands,    and,    at  length, 
offered   to  give  him  a  large   fum,    in  ready  money,    if 
be  would  reftore  the  places  he  had  taken  from  the  pope  ^. 
All  thefe  propofitions  were  civilly  rejefted,  which  w^s  what 
Charles  expeAed  and  delired,  for  it  gave  him  fufiicieat  lei- 
(ure  to  form  magazines,  to  draw  together  a  great  army,  and 
tp  make  his  fubjeAs  believe  that  he  did  not  e^^rk  in  this 
war  fo  much  through  choice  as  by  force.    The  motives  that 
induced  Didier  to  aft  as  he  did,  were,  the  hope  of  reducing 
the  pope  before  he  could  be  fuccoured,  his  ambition  to  be- 
come lord  of  all  Italy ^  and  his  refentment  againft  Charles  for 
repudiating  the  queen.     On  the  other  hand,  that  monarch, 
exclufive  of  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  the  pope,  had  fome  rea* 
fons  of  a  perfonal  nature.     Didier  had  given  him  caufe  to  be 
offended  with  the  correfpondencies  he  had  held  in  Franci 
from  the  beginnii^  of  his  reign ;  and  the  peremptory  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  demanded  of  Adrian  the  crowning  of 
Carhman's  two  fons,  had  given  Charles  inexpreffible  uneafi- 
nefs  y.      For  thefe  caufes,  therefore,  he  held  the  general 
A  D  772  ^^°^^^y  ^°  ^'^  month  oi  May  at  Geneva;  where,  by  a  pa- 
'' '  *  thetic  reprefentation  of  the  pope's  diflrefs,  and  the  indigni- 
ties himfdf  had  received,  he  procured  the  confent  of  the 
nobility  to  the  war,  and  immediately  marched  with  a  potent 
army  to  enter  Lombardy,  by  monnt  Cents,  while  he  fent  a 
fmall,  but  choice  corps  of  troops,  under  the  command  of 
duke  Bernard,  natural  fon  to  Charles  Martel,  to  force  the 
pafTage  gf  mount  St.  Bernard,  having  taken  all  poffible  me- 
thods to  render  his  expedition  fuccefsfui,  upon  which,  in  a 
great  meafure,  he  depended  *. 
9e^ges         Didier,  who  was  well  informed  of  the  general  diflike  the 
Verona^     French  nobles  had  exprefled  to  this  expedition,  perfuaded 
WPavia,  himfelf  that,  by  occupying  and  fortifying  the  feveral  pafles 
the  only     jj^j^  Lombardy,  and  oppofing  their  entrance  with  the  whole 
Bre^^tb     ^^^^^ ^^  ^^^  dominions,  he  ftiould  defeat  this  invafion^  and 
/iL  Lom*  o^^^g^  ^^^  forces  of  Charles  to  retire.     He  was  very  near  car- 
bards  bad  ^V^%  J^^s  point,  which  he  purfued  with  fuch  flcill  and  fteadi- 
attbat      fi^fs>  that,  upon  viewing  the  difpofitions  he  had  made,  the 
time* 
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hencb  officers  almoft  ui^animouny  declared  that  It  wis  ini* 
{>otfCb}e'to  force  them  \    Charles  himfelf  bad  almoft  taken  a 
refolctioa  of  decampipg  in  the  night>  whed  a  fudden  panic 
j>r:e?;uling  in  Didiir'%  ^rmy,  they  abandoned  all  their  pofts, 
^d  retired  with  precifntatioil..   This  was  ooicafioned  by  duk» 
Bernard's  havipg  forced  a  pafT^e  into  the  plain  With  a  hand- 
ful of  ^en,  which  had  been  of  no  confbquence  at  all,  if  they 
had  remained  firfli.  As  it  was,  they  abandoned  all ;  for  Charles 
buriued  them  -With  fuch  impetuofityj  that  numbets  fell  in 
the  retreat  K     Didiet,  With  the  Bcft  part  of  his  ti-oops,  tciok 
flielter  yi  Pavta  ;  the  reft,  under  the  cdmniand  of  his  only  fon  ^•^•773* 
Jdalgi/e,  threw  .thcmfelves  into  Verond.    With  the  Jking  Wag 
tiie  old  unfortunate  duke  Hunaldcy  who,  having  made  bia 
.tfcape  out  of  prifdn,  had  taken  refuge  in  his  dominions;  and 
wii;h  th^  princa,  .i^ere  the  fons  >rid  the  widow  of  Cdrhman^ 
vhich  very  ptrobably  iiiduced  Charles  to  form  the  fiege  of 
both  pladQS  at  once,  in  hope^  of  deftroylng  all  his  eneniies  to- 
gether c.    Succefs  juftifics  every  metfure;  the  French  Were 
^  charnied  with  theii:  godd  fprtnne^  thslt,  ndtwithftanding 
ttieir  hatred  .of  the  cliniate  of  Jtafy,  and  the  fadgue  of  iieges^ 
{hey  perQfted  lii  thefe  for  many  months,  though  the  places 
irere  Well  defended,  had  numerous  garriibns  dnd  magazines^ 
tofeftly  ^dl  fupplied.     Ferond  fell  the  flrft;  for  Jdalgi/e^ 
fceiag  dd  hopes  of  fu<^cdUr,  refdlved  tof  taike  care  of  himfelfj^ 
aud  V^ith  this  vieWj  njaking  his  efcape  in  the  night,  he  found 
Ifle^iis  to  r<^tire  to  CtinJidHtinopU  **;    By  the  fuitender  of  this 
ilace,  his  iift^-iii-law  and  nephe\^s  fell  intd  the  Bands  of 
lS<if&j,  but  .wh^t  became,  of  them  is  a  fecret  that  hiftory  has 
]liot  difclofed.    Upon  this  Mian,   and  moft  of  the  great 
towns  <gf  Lomkardyy  frtb^itted;    THe  niarch  of  Ancona  de- 
)iwaded  the  jflroteftion  of  tlie  pope  \  and  Didiet^  who  but  si 
l^w^m^lfnths  before  had  fo  large  a  kingdom,  found  his  domi-^ 
ijions  now  reftrained  Within  the  walls  of  Pavid,  where,  as 
i^  had  nothing  to  hope,  h^-CO"ndntted  to  make  an  obftinate 
defence.     Cb^s,  after  taking  the  neceflary  meafures  for 
toiitinuing  the  fi^e,  or  stt  Usdk  blodude  of  the  plaice,  mad^ 
jl  t0ur  to  Rome^. 
As  to  the  motive  of  this  journey  authors  differ;  foni^PaviaAf? 

C bribe  it  to  p»ure  curiofity,  others  to  devotion,  but  the  more  renders 
tdligent  believe  there. 'Si^as  fome  fecret  fcheme  concealed*  Didier' 
^he  pope- was  certainly  not  va7  well  pleafed,  folr  the  Hing/tthmtt^ 
fir^i^ht  with  biflP^  a  ftrong  corps  of  troops ;  a:nd  tho*  their  and 
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Charles    firft  conference  was  in  the  fubnrbs,  yet  Charks  having  de* 
hetomes     jnandcd  entrance  into  thecky,  it  could  not  be  refufed.     H« 
mafter  of  (hewed  himfelf  upon  this  occafion  a  wife  and  great  prince : 
iheceuntry  j^e  promifed  the  pope,  under  the  fanftion  of  an  oath,  to  dxl 
^f  *^^       nothing  to  his  prejudke;  he  performed  that  promife  pandu- 
r'®?"       ^Uy,  which  confirmed  the  pontif  in  his  iatercfis.     He  viiited 
^^  ^*       the  churches  with  fuch  a  fhew  of  devotion,  a^  gained  him  the 
hearts  of  the  people;  and,  at  the  requefl  of  the  clergy,  he 
confirmed  and  enlarged  his   father's  donation,    depofiting 
t)nc  copy  of  the  infbrument  on  the  great  altar,  and  another 
upon  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter  ^ .     In  fine,  as  he  entered  Rome 
in  triumph,  lie  left  it  more  than  a  conqueror,  having  capti- 
vated ail  ranks  by  his  generous  behaviour,  and  eflabHfhed 
his  reputation  with  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fixed  his  ib- 
vereignty  in  their  hearts.     At  his  return  to  Pavia^,  he  found 
the  ficge  little,  if  at  all,  more  advanced  than  when  he  left  it, 
yet  the  place  furrendered  very  foon  after :  this  was  owing  to 
en  enemy  within,  for  the  plague  made  fuch  devaflation,  that 
the  people  lofl  all  patience;  and  daily  preflcd  the  king  to  im- 
plore mercy  of  Charles  for  himfelf  and  them  g.      The  old 
6.\\^Q<A\Aquitaine  oppofing  the  furrcnder,  they  beat  his  brains 
out,  which  induced  Didier  to  fubmit.  Thus  the  kingdom  of 
the  Lombards  was  extinguiflied,  after  having  fubfifted  fomewhat 
more  than  two  hundred  years.  We  know  not  well  what  be- 
came of  the  unfortunate  king,  except  that  he  was  carried  into 
Trance y  where  fome  fay  he  was  beheaded,  others,  that,  bring 
transferred  to  Liege ^  he  became  a  monk,  and  fome  aflert  that 
he  died  of  ficknefs  foon  after  his  arrival  ^.     By  the  furrender 
©f  Pavia^  Charles  became  mafter  of  two-thirds  of  Itaiy^ 
where  he  fcarce  altered  any  thing,  except  their  taxes,  which 
he  dirainiflied  confiderably.     He  carefTed  and  employed  thdr 
nobility ;  and,  except  in  fome  places  in  Tufcany,  and  in  the 
city  of  Pavia,  he  left  no  French  garrifons.     He  caii(ed  him- 
felf to  be  crowned,  by  the  archbifliop  of  Milan ^  king  of 
Lombardy^  with  the  famous  iron  crown  preferved  at  Modece^ 
.not    far   from    that   city :    Jiaving  recommended    to'  the 
people  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  the  benefits  he  had  bellowed,  i 
and  aflured  them  of  his  intention  to  govern  mildly,  and  ac- 1 
cording  to  their  own  laws,  he  repafled  the  mountains  with 
his  army  ».        \     • 
Benfaffes      rp^^^  ^^^^  reafcm  of  his  quitting  Italy  fo  foon,  was  tbcj 
the  moun-  ^^^^  j^^  |^^j  ^f  f^^^  f^^g^  ftirs  amongft  the  Saxons^  who] 
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hearing  of  the  fiege  of  Pavia,  and  believing  that  the  Lorn-  tains  fpet-^ 
bards,  with  whom  they  hadfome  intercourfe,  could  not  be^/^,  and 
ruined.in  alingle  campaign,  began  to  flatter  themfclves  with  arriving 
hopes  o?  recovering  Ere/bourg,  and  repairing,  by  expeditions  «»^'*'/^^- 
into  the  French  territories,  the  Idfles  they  had  fuftained  in  Jv^    '^  , 
the  laft  war  K     'Fhey  were  not  flow  in  taking  then-  refolu-     ^^"** V 
tion,  or  in  executing  it  when  taken;  they  ftirprized  J^r^-^J],' 3^^/^ 
iourg,  and  thegarrifon  left  in  it;  but  inftead  of  keeping,  theyons. 
d^molifhecl  the  fort  that  Charles  had  erefted  :  they  riavaged  a 
large  traft  of  country,  and  carried  away  a  great  booty.    They  A.D.774; 

.  were  fcarce  retjirned  into  their  own  country,  when  Charles 
arrived  at  Ingelheim  on  the  Rhine^  with  his  army  ^  He  en- 
tered Saxony  by  three  different  paflages  at  the  fame  time, 
made  a  great  flaughter,  and  brought  back  his  forces  loaded 
with  plunder.  He  held  the  great  affembly  in  May  at  Duren,  in 
the  county  of  Juliers,  where  a  refolution  was  taken  to  pufh 
the  Saxons  to  the  utmoft.  ^Accordingly  he  paffed  the  Rhine, 
befi^ed  and  took  Sigebourg^  recovered  Eresbourgh,  pafled 
the  J^e/er,  and  defeated  the  whole  force  of  the  Saxons  on 
the  other  fide  with  great  flaughter  "*•  But  the  greateft  part 
of  a<:on{iderable  corps,  whom  he  had  left  to  guard  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river,  were  cut  off  by  their  own  inattention,  and  • 
by  their  having  a  contempt  for  a  barbarous  enemy,  though 
equal  to  them  in  courage,  and  fuperior  in  cunning*  This 
perhaps  might  be  one  motive,  though  the  turn  of  affairs  in 
Italy  was  another,  that  determined  Charles  to  treat  once 
more  with  thefe  people,  to  accept  of  their  fubmiflion,  and  of 
the  hoftages  they  offered  from  every  one  of  their  tribes ;  but 
what  he  chiefly  depended  upon,  was  the  new  fortrefs  at 
Erejbourg:  for  upona  flrift  examination,  he  found  the  Sax- 
ms  had  made  a  right  choice,  and  that  it  was  capable  of  be- 
.ing  made  the  ftrongeft  place  in  their  country;  which  induced 
him  to  order  that  it  fliould  be  fortified  whh  all  poflible 
care ".  The  peace  concluded,  and  the  hofl:ages  delivered, 
,  he  advifed  the  Saxon  deputies  to  keep  this  treaty  better  than 

■  they  had  done  the  laft,  if  they  cxpefted  either  favour .  or 
mercy  from  him,  and  received  on  their  part  the  ftrongeft 
aflurances'that  words  could  give  *". 

After  the  departure  of  Charles  from  Italy,  things  quickly  Troubles 
fell  into  diforder.     He  left  indeed  no  room  to  complain ;  he  break  out 

.  had  made  many  of  the  Lombard  lords  great,  but  moft  of  them  ^fiejb  in 

I  had  a  min^d  to  be  greater.     The  archbiftiop  of  Ravenna  put  ^^^^Y* 
J  "  «whicb 

!^  A.nnales  Exsinard.  '  Alfridvs  in  vita  ,S.  Lud- 

geri.     *      m  Adon.  Chron.     '         ■  Monacho  EngoUfmcnfis. 
•  Eginarj).  in  vita  Caroli  mag. 
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ly  Ms      a  nS^  cohftruftion  upon  the  ldng*s  donation ;  he  faid,  that* 
juiei  re-   as  the  pope  enjoyed  the  temporalities  of  the  duehy  of  Home, 
turn,        he  thought  Ihe  title,  if  not  the  revenue  of  the  exarchate^ 
Charles    ff^ould  be  annexed  to  the  a.rciibahop.  of  Rdvmna.    Jdalgrfe 
fttitefuf-  encouraged  thefc  ihiftinderilandings  from  €onftdntinople\  the 
freffes.      ^^^^^  emperor,  Xirho  had  ftill  a  confiderable  jftake  in  Italy ^ 
A-.D.7Jrj.being  as  dcfircms  of  fettlng  ilp  the  idngdom  of  the  Lombards 
again,  as  his  predcCeffors  had  been  to  pull  h  down.     Charles 
lent  his  miniftcrs  into  Italy,  to  let  feveral  of  the  great  lords^ 
particutaa-ly  Httdehrdridy  duke  of  Spoleto,  the  duke  of  Bens^ 
ventum,  and  the  duke  of  duife,  know  the  reafons  he  had 
to  fufpea  them  of  infidelity  and  ingratitude,  and  to  leam 
From  themfelves  what  he  was  to  expeft.     As  the  emperoir 
tdnftahtine  Copronymus  was  juft  dead,  they  doubted  of  j^dal- 
gi/e's  power  to  fupport  therti,  and  therefore  they  'gave  all 
poffible  aJDTurances  to  Charles  of  dtaty  and  fubmiffion  ^.     It 
was  otherwife  with  Xotgau^e,  duke   of  Frioul,  who   in- 
tended to  deceive  both  parties  :  he  had  for  hfmfelf  afready 
'  raifed  forces,  affumed  the  airs  rf  a  fovereign,  and  fonnd 
fcveral  of  the  kflcr  nobi|ity  fimple  enough  to  rely  u]()oii 
his  promifes.     While  things  were  in  this  ftate,  Charles  pafled 
the  toountains.  with  a  finall  corps  of  choice  troops,  routed 
the  duke  of  Trioul^  took  him  prifoner,  caufsd^  him  to  be  be- 
headed^, pMt'Frefich  governors  and  gariifons  into  all  the  pla- 
ces that  had  revolted,  compofed  the  differences  between  thfe 
pope  and  the  archbifllop  of  RaverintL  -y  and  tivlng,   in  the 
fpace  df  four  tooriths,  once  more  fettkd  his  new  dominions,, 
returned   into  GeKmany,    where  his  prefence  was    agaift 
neceflary/. 
The  Sax-       TttE  Saxons;^  while  Charles  Was  in  It&fy,  -made  another 
ens  rf^-tf// revolt,  deftroyed  the  new  works  that  were  ratfing  at  Eref- 
again,  are  bourg,  and  made  an  attempt  to^  recover  Sigeiourg,  whidit 
compelled   r^as  a  place  of  force.     The  garrifon  being  very  numerous,. 
^     ttifiihrnit,  jj^gj.  ^j^gy  had  fujffered  the  Saxons  to  fatigue  themfelves  for 
and  to  fro-  ^^^^  ^^^^^  -j^  ^j^  ^^^y^  they  did  not  well  underftand,  toade 
*Ch'  ^  f^l^y*  ^^  ^^^  (^ondufted,  as  obliged  them  to  raife  the  fiege, 
•i?^j        and,  not  fatisfied  with  this,  purfued  them  as  for  as  the 
^^     *       fources  of  the  Lippe.     Things  flood  thus,  when  Charles^  witfe. 
his  forces  ^aai  Italy,  arrived  in  the  French  camp*.     The 
Saxms  fufpefted  the  firft  rumonr  of  this  for  a  ftratagem ;  but 
*  as  foon  as  they  knew  it  to  be  a  truth,   they  difbanded,  and 
fent  deputies  to.  demand  pardon,  and  tomake  an  oflfer  <A 

p  Epift.  ad  Carol.  51  in  Cod.  Carolin.         t^^  Anna!.  MetcnC- 
Ghron.  Vcrdunenfe.  '  Eglnard.  in  Anaal,  «  An- 
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f>ecoining  Chriftians.     The  king,  aftor  much  lAtreaty^  ac- 
4cepted  of  this  propofitioQ,  aad'took  new  hoA^ges;  but,  at 
ehe  fame  time,  determined  upon  other  precautions^  tha| 
%hey  might  deter  thete  from  breaking  their  faith.     The  for- 
^refs  of  Erejhourg  he  caufed  to  berebuih  under  his  eye^  and^ 
m  the  fame  time,  ordered  a  new  fort  to  be  erefted  upon  th<^ 
I^pp9 ;  into  botli  tbefe  he  put  Arong  garrijbns,  and  >irent  af- 
terwards to  pafs  the  winter  at  Heriftai^  the  patrimony  of  his 
^mily  ^     In  the  fpring  he  marched  into  the  heart  of  Saxony , 
''With  a  very  numerous  arniy,  in  order  to  oblige  the  moA 
confiaisrabie  of  their  chiefs  to  be  fx^efeat,  as  his  fubjeAs,  ^t 
che  a/Tembly  in  May^  whif:h  was  held  at  P^ukrborn,  in  t^efi- 
phnlia.  ^  There  the  Saxxais  renewed  their  homage,  aod  the 
protni^  they  had  made  of  being  inftru£ted  in  th&OfiftiaQL    ,. 
faith ;  to  which  they  now  added  their  confent.  t<>  b»  mad^ 
flave^^  or  to  be  expelled  their  country,  if  thpy  ever  took,  up 
arms  again  ^.      Witihind^  the  moft  capable  a^d  the  moft  en-» 
terprifing  of  thdr  chiefs,  to  avoid  being  prefent  in  this  aflem« 
bly,  fled  to  Denmark.     Here  it  was  that  Ibinalaj   lord  of 
Saragoja^  prefented  himfeif  to  demand  the  proteiflioo  of 
Charles^  not  barely  on  his  own  behalf^  but  aifo  for  many 
other  Moorifl>  lords,  who  were  dcfirous  of  becoming  his  ^•*^-77** 
vaflals.     The  French  nobility,  iugeneraji,  wene  aftonifhed  aft 
^his  ;  but  Charles ^  who  was  defirous  of  exteflding  the  bounds 
of  his  dominions  on  that  fide,  alfo  readily  accepted  the  prof 
pofition.    The  influence  he   had  in  the  aflembly  was  fi> 
great,  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  it  was  approved,  and 
the  Icing  immediately  iflUed  the  oeceiBu-y  orders  for  aiGmi« 
bling  an  army  in  Aquitatn^  ^, 

Thb  Idng  pafled  his  Ei^er  at  Caffenetolt  a  palace  of  his  Charlea 
in  the  Agen(ns%  and  having  divided  his  army  into  two  corps,  heingin^ 
iie  ordered  one  to  march  on  the  fide  oiNarbonne  to  enter  into  '^*td  4f 
Rotifillm%  while  hiflifelf,  with  the  other^   took  the  rout  o£/^«w 
Ga/eonyy   in  orii^  to  penetrate  that  way  iato  Navarre.^^^^^^ 
poff^mahemg  taken,  he  pafled  the  Ehro  with  his  forces,  j^^^J* 
^nd  his  whole  army  being  joiaed,  invefted  iStfnig^,  ^^*^'^//»rt  * 
af^er  *  Ihortiiejge,  fuirendered,  and  received  ttinala  in  qi»a-  Spain. 
fity  of  ^o^ernor :  the  emirs  of  Hta/ca  and  Jacca  came  vohia-^ 
tmrHy  and  did  homage,  as  did  alfo  the  governors  of  Barcehna 
and  'Gironne  *^    Charles,  having  taken  the  beft  methods  he 
^onld^-clcv^for  fecuring  his  new  conqueft,  dialed  every 
tlufig<for'bis  feturn,  fatisfied  with  having  e&tcnded  bis  froot* 

•*  Mosacho  Sngolifmenfis.  ^  Eg»nard.  vita  Qux»li 
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tier  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Ebro,    It  was  in  repaffing  4e 
mountains  before-mentioned,  that  the  rear  of  his  army  was 
attacked  by  the  Gafcons^.  who  making  a  great  impreffion  on 
troops  unacquainted  with  their  manner  of  fighting,  many  of 
the  principal  officers,  who  had  haftencd  thither  to  engage  the 
troops  to  remain  firm,  were  flain  "f.     This  is  that  famous 
defeat  in  the  valley  of  Roncevauxy  of  which  fo  many  and  fo 
ftrange  accounts  are  given  in  romances;  and  here  fell  the  fa- 
mous Roland^  of  whom  hiftory  only  records,  that  be-  com- 
manded on  the  frontier  of  Bretagne.     Charles,  exaft  in  all 
works  of  piety,  ordered  a  chapel  to  be  erefted  near  the  place, 
under  which  there  is  a  large,  ftroiig,  and  very  beautiful  vault, 
with  thirty  tombs  of  white  ftone,  but  without  any  infcrip- 
tions  *.     He  profecuted  his  march  after  this  difaflcr  into 
j^quitaine,  which  hi  divided  into  feveral  difbifts,  appointing 
a  count  in  each,  who  had  the  chief  power  in  civil  as  well  as 
military  affairs ;  •  and,  having  cantoned  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  on  the  frontiers  for  their  fecurity,  he  returned  into 
the  heart. of  his  own  dominions.     The  French  zre  very  in- 
quifltive  why  he  penetrated  no  farther  into  Sfain  ?  The  an- 
fwer  is  not  difficult :  he  meant  to  preferve  what  he  had  ac- 
quired; and,  in  order  to  this,  it  was  requifite  to  preferve  his 
army;  which  fervice,  and  a  Spanifh  fummer,  would  infalli- 
bly have  ruined  *•    His  aim,  therefore,  was  to  raife.  in  his 
f     new  concjuefts  a  body  of  troops,  capable  of  enduring  the 
climate,  and  who,  by  thdr  being  acquainted  with  the  man- 
ner of  making  war;  might  be  more  ferviceable  againit  the 
Moors.     It  was  with  this  view   that  he  diftributed   great  J 
.  quantities  of  land,  indifferently,  to  Cauls,  Coths,  and  CaH 
eons,  as  well  as  French,  to  be  held  by  military  tenures ;  an( 
was  alfo  very  beneficial  to  the  prelates  and  abbots,  in  ordc^ 
to  attach  them  here,  as  he  had  done  elfewhere,  to  his  perfofl 
and  government  ^, 
Keiu  di'        He  was  fcarce  out  of  the  tonfines  of  Jguitaine,  when  ha 
fiurbances  was  informed  that  Witikind^  being  returned  from  Denmark^ 
in  Saxony  had  engaged   the  Saxons  in  a   general  infurreftion.    .  Hi 
nvbicb  are  forces  were  fo  fatigued,  that  he  was  obliged  taput  the  bef 
quelled^      part  of  them  into  winter  quarters :  however,  having  fent  hi 
"      /^^^  officers  into  Aujlrajia  to  aflemble  what  troops  they  could,  an( 
^o^pi'vf'  being  informed  that  the  enemy  had  committed  the  moil:  bar* 
y^A         barous  cruelties  on   the  Rhine,    he,    with  a  fmall  corps, 
hcjlcfges.     marched  with  all  polfible  expedition  to  join  ih&  Ai^ftrafians* 
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He,  in  conjunftion  with  them,  purfued  the  Saxons  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  he  came  up  with  them  id  the  country  of  Hejfe^ 
.defeated  them,  aLad  ordered  his  troops  to  give  no  quarter  *=. 
He  held  the  next  aflembly  at  Heriftaly  .where  a  great  number 
of  prelates,  dukes,  and  counts,  being  pijefent,  he  made  fome  of 
thofelaws  or  ftatutes,which  are  to,be  found  amongft'his  capi- 
tulars, which  gave  them  equal  authority  with  the  faliquc  laws  **. 
As  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit,  he  pafled  th.e  Khine^  and 
advanced  towards  the  Wefer,  where  he  received  once  more 
the  fubmiflion  of  the  Saxons  ;  and  having  held  a  diet,  at 
which  moft  of  their  dukes  were  prefent,  he  then  directed  his 
march  to  the  Elbey  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing prefent  likewife  in  a  diet  of  the  Sclavonians,  where  he 
regulated  feveral  points,  of  great  moment..  At  both  thefe 
diets  he  infilled  upon  having  fecurities  for  the  peribns  df  thofe 
whom  he  fent.to  preach  the  gofpel  amongft  them  ;,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  this,  he  fent  bifliops,  abbots,  and  priefts,  ta 
convert  thefe  barbarous  nations,,  recommending  it  to.  thcn\ 
chiefly  to  infift  upon  the  excellency  of  the  Cbriflian  morals,, 
to  poflefs  thefe  people  with  a  fenfe  of  virtue  and  decency,  and 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  reduce  them,  to-aftate  of 
civility  *.  As  the  country  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  unculti-  ^  p  -^^ 
vated,  and  had  fcarce  any  confiderable  towns,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  take  the  fame  precautions  he  had  done  elfc- 
where;  and  therefore,  exclufive  of  his  zeal  for  religion,  this 
was  a  meafure  dilated  to  him  by  the  maxims  of  true  poli- 
.cy  ^ 

Bt  this  time  all  things  were  again,  difbrdfered  in  ^^afy,N^etvfra»^ 
where  pope  Jdrian  had  a  quarrel  with,  the  Greek  emperor's ^/^^  ireai» 
governor  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  where  feveral,  of  the  in£  euty  hi 
great  lords  oiLombardy  held  a  correfpondence  with  Adal^ife^retums'in^^ 
and  where  the  people  in  general,  becaufe  lefs  opprefled  than'*^'^^y» 
they  had  formerly  been,   were  growa  wanton,   and  v^Qxi^^d  makes 
ready  tQ  join  in  favour  oi  any  innovation  S.     Charles  had  in-  ^^     \r 
telligenee  fcom  all  parties,  and  determined,  therefore  to  make  ^'-^^-    ^    ^ 
a  new  tour  into  that  country  with  an  army.     He  carried  with       * 
him  his  queen,  and  his  two  younger  fons  Carloman  and  Lewis ; 
his  elde.ft  fon  Pepviy  by  hisfirft  queen,  and  Charles  the-eldeft 
by  the  confbrt  he  then  had,  were  left  in  France.     His  jour- 
ney, after  he  pafled  the  mountains,  was  a  continued  triumph ; 
.all  diforders  ceiafed  at  his  approach,  and  all  the  difpute  that 
remained  was,^  who  fliould  be  roofl  forward  in  paying  their 

*.Adoh.  Chron.    Monach.  Engolif.  *  Annales  LoiSel* 
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4aty.    Ckdrles  took  all  in  gopd  part,  and  dif&mbled  fte 

Informations  he  had  received.    He  treated  the  people  with 

great  kindnefs  and  favour;  the  nobility  with  an  obliging  &- 

jpiliarity,  and  a  flowing  bounty;  the  clergy  with  much  af- 

feftion  and  prpfoun4  refp^.    He  pafled  the  winter  at  Pavia^ 

in  great  fplendor,  and  went  to  kpcp  his  Eajfer  at  Some, 

There  his  fon  Carloman  was  bapti?;ed  by  the  pope,  who 

fhanged  his  name  to  ?^w,  and  immediately  after  gave  the 

regal  nnftion  to  him,  and  to  his  brother  fJwis ;  the  former 

fcdng  declared  king  of  Lombardy,  and  tljie  latter  oi AqutiaiheK 

This  ceremony  was  performed  on  Eafter  day,  immediately 

after  l^igh  m^s,  with  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  people, 

who  love  fuch  pompous  fpeftacles,  though  they  comprehend 

toothing  of  the  motives.  Thoft  who  thought  thcmfelves  wifer, 

Jield  it  ftrange  that  the  father^  being  but  in  the  thirty-nintH 

year  of  his  age,  fliould  already  divide  his  dominions  *.     Bnt 

Charles  bad  framed  a  fyftcm,  according  to  which  this  feemed 

to  be  neceflary :  in  his  return,  therefore,  he  left  his  fbn  Pe* 

fin  at  Pavia^  with  a  coundl  on  whom  he  could  depend,  in 

hopes  tjiat  the  Lmbaris,  having  now  a  king  of  their  own, 

;  a  fplendid  court,  and  an  eafy  government,  would  at  lengthl 

learn  ^o  be  faithful.     He  concluded,  about  this  timp,  a  treatj 

with  the  emprefs  Irene^  by  which  he  promifed  his.  eldeft, 

daughter  to  the  young  emperor  Cotiftantine  VI.     He  fettled 

^Ifo  the  difpute  between  the  pope  and  the  governor  oi Naples, 

conferred  frefti  favours*  on  the  dukes  oi  Spoleto  and  Beruven*. 

ttinty  thq'  they  little  deferved  them,  and  left  the  tranqnility 

of  Italy 9  in  aU  appearance,  firmly  eftabliflied  ^. 

TaSloQ,   •    ^5  foon  as  he  arrived  in  France,  he  condufted  his  fon 

^^^  ^f      Lewis  to  Orleans  i  there  having  formed  a  houfhold  for  him, 

Bavari^,    ^nd  appointed  one  Arnold,  a  lord  qf  grcfat  wifdom  and  inte- 

I^V        grity,  to  be  his  governor,  he  fent  him  armed,  and  on  horfc- 

%wer  tf  ^^^^»  ^^  ?  perfeft  child,  with  i^  numerous  efcorte  into 

^kiftg,    Aquitaine,  that  he  might  learn  ihe  language  a'nd  the  manners 

^omes  into  pf  the  people ;  and  that,  by  being  accuftomed  tp  feej^  they 

France /^  might  learn  to  love^and  refpeft  their  fovereign  '.     He  per- 

do  him,      fuaded  himfelf  that  this  divifion  would  prevent  all  difputes 

itomage.     Jq  Ms  family,  as  the  axtfient  empire  of  the  Franks  was  re- 

ferved  iritire;  as  the  two  new  kingdoms  were  feparated  froni 

^p,  780.  them,  by  the  natural  bounds  pf  the  Alps  and  the  Loire-,  and 

as  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  his  two  elder  (pns,  to  have 

their  brethreh  for  neighbours  rather  than  ^ranger$  ?*•    Tq 
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the  iadsfaAlon  he  enjoyed  from  this  pleafiQg  {de^  was 
joined  another  favourable  event>  \lrhich  could  not  but  be 
ycry  acceptable.  T^J/lhn,  duke  of  Bavaria^  had  hitherto 
maintained  2,  kind  of  equivocal  conduft,  never  afting  openly 
againft  Charles,  and  yet  declining  to  i^fort  to  the  afTemblies 
where  his  prefence  was  expefted,  or  to  rfenew  his  homage. 
The  king  had  figuified  his  difpleafure  to  the  pope,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  let  the  duke  know,  that  if  he  did  not  prevent  it 
by  an  imniediAte  change  in  his  behaviour,  h?  muft  cxpeft  to 
fee  the  whole  fbrces  of  his  couiin  thunder  on  his  dominions, 
TaJ/ihn^  exited  thereto  by  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  deceafed 
^ng  6f  the  Lofnbards^  hated  tjie  French  nation  iitiplacably, 
and  Taffilon  perfonally  had  been,  for  many  years,  heaping 
up  treafure,  augmenting  his  troops,  and  fordfying  his  fron- 
tiers, with  an  intention  not  ta  let  flip  the  firft  favoui-able  op- 
portunity of  refen'ting  the  death  of  his  father-in-law.  But 
the  meffage  delivered  him  by  two  biihops  fent  from  the  pope, 
^nd  the  mmmpns  th^t  immediately  followed  from  Charles^ 
foftened  him  fo  much,  that  he  fent  to  demand  a  fafe  con- 
duft,  Jind  promifed  to  repair  to  court  °.  This  being  readily 
granted,  he  was  conftrained  to  keep  his  Word ;  and  having 
fwbrn  fidelity  to  Charles  and  his  fons,  and  given-  fuch  hoft- 
^es  as  w^re  required,  he  returned  inore  incenfed  than  ever, 
though  treated  with  great  refppft,  and  loaded  With  prefents  "^ ; 
while  the  king,  pleafed  Svith  the  profpeft  of  peace,  which  hq 
had  fcarce  ever  enjoyed,  determined  to  hold  the  hext  aflembly 
in  May,  at  Cologne y  that,  by  being  at  no  great  diffLhce  from 
the  Saxons,  he  might  hinder  thena  from  y-eating  any  frefli 
diAarbatices. 

The  feafon  of  the  year  no  fooncr  t^dered  U  prafticable,  Jfnjhin- 
than  he  marched  with  his  army  to  the  fources  of  the  tippe  \furreaipn 
having  encamped  as  advantageoufly  as  poilible,  he  \h&xthythe 
ftmmoned  a  dyet  o£  the  Saxons,   and  therein  gave  au-  Saxons, 
dience  to  ambaffado^s  from  the  king-  of  the  Danes  or  Nor-f^tP^^M^ 
.  wans,  as  they  were  then  ftiled,  and  from  the  fhbnarch  of  the  ^^  *^' 
Hum  or  Ahares  \  who,  in  the  moft  refpeflrful  manner,  in-     -^  ^ 
tteated  bis  friendfliip;  which Ciar&i  readily  promifed,  pro-'^Jy' 
^ded  his  fubjefts  received  no  injuries  from  theirs  p.  He  was  *^  '^  •'' 
^o  fooner  return^  into  France,  than  fVitikindcame  back  into 
his  owp  COUnti7 ;  where  he  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  the 
Saxonsij^  t^iat  embracing  the  Chriftiap  faith  would  pave  the 
Vray  for  abfolute  fubjeftion,  if  not  flavery,  and  in  a  little  time 
raifed  a  new  rel)eUion  ;  to  cover  which  from  the  French,  he 
(au&d  h'to  be  given  out,  that  ^he  Sclavonianf  had  made  ai^ 
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Irruption  into  their  country,  and  that  they  were  taking  np 
arms  to  repel  thefe  invaders  ^.  Charles,  upon  the  firft  no* 
tice  of  thefe  ftirs,  fent  Jdalgi/e,  his  chamberlain,  Geiiorii  his 
Conftable,  -and  War  ode  ^  count  of  the  palace,  to  aflemble  the 
militia  in  Aujiriay  with  orders  to  pafs  the  Rhine^,  to  join  th« 
Saxons^  and  car^ry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country  ;  but-, 
being  quickly  informed  of  the  truth,  he  fent  count  Theudericy 
or  Thierr'ty  with  an  army,  to  fupport  the  forces  already 
aflembled  ^  The  four  generals,  advanced  to  the  Wefer ; 
and,  having  information  that,  thj2  Saxons  were  encamped  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  SontaJ,  on  the  other  fide  the  river,  it  was. 
agreed,  that  the  firft  army  fhould  pafs,  and,  marching  round 
the  mountain,  fall  upoa  the  enemy,  tho*  much  fuperior  to 
them  in  number,  while  count  Thierri  remained  on-  the  otfaet 
fide,  till,  upon  a  fignal  given,,  he  fhould  likewifa  pafs,,  and. 
fall  upon  the  enemy's  back  \  But  the  three: g^neral©^  jea- 
lous of  the  reputation  of  Thierri^  who  was  the  emperor's 
relation,  attacked  the  Saxons,  without  n>aking  th^  fignal  ;:^ 
and,  by  this  wife  contrivance,  were  totally  defeated;  The 
conftable,  and  thofe  who  efcaped,  fled  to  count  Thierri  i 
who  intrenched  his  forces  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and' 
fent  notice  to  the  king  of  what  had  happened  ^  Charles., 
with  his  ufual  t xpedition,  aflembled-  a  numerous  army,  dif- 
cn gaged  count  Thierri,  and  marebedinto  ihths^xtoi Saxony ;. 
where  his  very  namp  diffipated'  rfigLrebellioai  and  the  prin- 
cipal dukes  of  the  nation  came  to  meet  him  trembling>.layingf^ 
all  the  fault  upon  IVitikmd,  and  befeeching  him  to  grant 
A.D.782.  them  pardon.  This  the  king  offered,  provided  they  would- 
deliver  him  up  ;  but  they  anfwered,  he  was  agaUi  fled  to^ 
Demnark.  That  may  be,  anfwered  Charles  ;.  but  be  did'not 
take  with  him  all  his  affociates.  Upon  this,  on  a  fignal 
given,  his  army,  inyefled  the  Saxons ;  and  having  feized 
four  thoufand  five  hundred,  who  had  been  in  that  battle,, 
and  caufed  them  to  be.  condufted  to  a  litde  riyer  that 
run  into  the  Wefer,  there  cut  off  their  heads  ^  An  Qcecution,.. 
of  which  fcarce  any  example  appears  in  European  hiflqry. 
The'ren  This  flruck  a  general  conflernation.  at  firfl;    but  Witi- 

f  fitment  ^^^^^  ^^^  Albion,  who  had  been  likewife  embarked  in  the- 
<7//^/i/;r- former  affair,  returning,  a  general  revolt  enfued,  This.cm-^ 
cites  ^^<?-  ployed  the  king  three  whole  years,  notwithfiandiog  he  dc^ 
neralin-  feated  them  totally  in  three  general  engagements.  -One  win* 
furrec.      ter  he  fpcntat  the  fort  oi  Ere/hourg,  nxade  feveral  expedi-. 
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tions  into  the  heart  of  their  country,  and  IpUt  rivers  oinvbicboc^ 
blood  ;  his  two  elder  fons  being  alfo  in  the  field  ^.     At  fions  a 
length,  tired  with  this  carnage,  and  vexed  with  a  confpiracy  ^^g  ^^ 
that  had  been  difcovered  in  T/mringia,  and  whifpers  of  oth^r  ^^^'^ 
dark  defigns  againft  him,  he  fent  for  fome  of  the  Saxon  pri-  '^^''* 
foners  of  rank,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  amazed  at  the 
folly  and  madnefs  of  their  countrymen,  whom  he  had  for- 
merly regarded  as  his  fubjefts,  and  to  whom,  notwithftand- 
ing  what  was  pafled,  he  was  ftill  far  from  having  an  averiion. 
He  requcfted  them  to  go  into  the  northern  parts  of  Saxony,  to 
find  out  Witikind  and  Jlbion,  and  defiresthcm  to  come  to  him, 
that  he  might  learn  upon  what  terms  the  reft  of  their  nation 
might  be  fpared  *•     They  went'  accordingly,  ahd  the  two 
chiefs,  furprifed  at  the  propofition,  unwilling  to  put  thcm-f 
felves  into  the  king's  hands,  but  ftiU  more  unwilling  to  be 
the  authors  of  the  total  ruin  of  their  country,  demanded 
hoftages  for  their  fecurity.     The  king  returned  into  France, 
that  they  might  have  time  to  recover  their  confternation, 
fent  one  of  the  lords  of  his  court  with  hoftages  on  the  other 
fide  the  Elbe  ;  upon  which,  fVitikind  3,nd  Albion  came  and  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  the  king.     He  received  them  with  great 
refpeft,.  commended  their  courage,  conduft>  and  conftancy  j 
applauded  their  love  of  liberty,  andaflured  them  of  his  pro- 
teftion  and  favour.     In  a  fhort  time,  they  were  both  con-* 
verted  to  Ghriftianity ;  and,  after  being  baptized,  returned  A.D.785. 
into  their  own  country,  where  they  kept  the  people  in  quiet,' 
and  aflifted  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  with  great  zeal  and 
fidelity,   for  feveral  years/.     The  king,    free  from  this 
trouble,  obliged  the  Bretons  to  fubmit,  quaflied  fome  ftirs  in 
Jquitaine  without  bloodfhed,  and  awed  the  duke  of  Bava^ 
ria,  who  had  been  all  along  intriguing  with  the  Saxons,  to 
filence  and  fubmiflion  ^.  . 

As  foon  as  he  had  thus  eftabliftied  domeftic  tranquility,  he  GharlcSs 
■made  a  tour  into  Itafy,  pafled  his   Chrijimas   at  Florence,  makes  an- 
which  he  ordered  to  be  rebuilt,  and  went  to  keep  his  Eqfter  ^*^'^  *our 
at  Rome^.     The  people  received  him  with  loud. acclamations  '^^'J  J.'^^^* 
cf  joy,  which,  perhaps,  might  be  very  fincere;   but   th&      jL^^'t 
pope,  and  and  all  the  principal  perfons  at  Rome,  felt  a  ^^^"^commol'- 
fible  uneafinefs  at  the  fight  of  their  matter,     Charles  knew  ^^^  ^^^/ 
very  weU  what  intrigues  there  were  fubfifting,  and  was  well  broke  iui 
latisfied,  that  thofe,  who  flew  higheft  in  compliment,  were  tben. 
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deepeft  fn  thd  deiign  of  his  deftruAion.    He  was  aware  that 
the  cmprefs  Jirtne,  who  fent  to  renew  the  engagments  fub* 
fifting  bctwcecn  them,  had  entered  into  contrary  engage- 
ments for  the  fupport  of  JJalgi/e,  the  fon  of  Didier;  he 
kneWy  that  Aregife^  dtik«  of  Bcneventum^  who  had  married 
the  lifter  of  that  prince,  had  entered  into  this  treaty ;  he 
was  feniible  that  Tajfikn^  duke  of  Bavaria^  who  had  mar- 
ried another  filler,  was  embarked  in  the  fame  defiga  ;  and 
be  was  not  at  all  ignorant,  that  pope  Adrian^  and  the  R9- 
Mans^  for  whom  he  had  done  fo  much,  were  no  ftrangcrs  to 
thefe  intrigues,  but  fecretly  wiflied  well  to  them  *»,     He  had 
appeared  in  Italy  as  a  great  captain  before ;  he  diftingui/hed 
faimfelf  now  as  a  great  poiiticiaq.     He  defired  the  fenate  of 
Rome  might  be  aflembled  ;  he  laid  before  them  the  treafons 
'    of  the  duke  of  Benevenfum,  and  the  proofs  ;  he  defired 
their  advice  how  he  (hould  aft,-    Theyj  who  were  accom- 
plices ia  the  confptracy,  to  prefer^e  an  appe^ance  of  inno-- 
cence,  declared,  that  no  treatment  could  be  too  fevere.,   Th^ 
kiag  entered  his  dominions  with  an  army ;  the  duke  Bed  i 
bttt|  by  his  deputies,  intreated  Charle^y  clemency.     Some^ 
prelates,  by  fecret  inftruftions  from  the  pope,  joined  in  the 
,  requeft  ?.     The  king  granted  it,  upon  condition  he  fent  him ' 
his  two  (bus ;  the  princes  were  fent.     The  king  gave  the 
eldcft  lea^ve  to  rctJiirn  to  his  father,  and  kept  GrimQatde^  wha 
was  the  younger,  whom  he  educated  with  the  fame  care^ 
and  tre;M:ed  with  the  fame  tendernefs,  as  if  he  had  been  hla 
owft  \     Tajikn^  fearing  be  had  been  difcovered,  moved  the 
pope,  by  ambaflSbdors,  to  intercede  on  his  behalf ;  he  did  fo.. 
Charles  aiked  the  ambafladors,  in  his  prefence,  if  they  had 
full  powers  frpm  their  mailer  to  engage  for  his  future  coq- 
duft  ?     They  acknowleged  they  had  none  *.     As  this  cx- 
pafed  the  pope,  he  told  5iem,  -that,  if  their  mailer  failed  ii> 
.    ^     his  obedience,  he  would  excooMnunicate  him,  and  releafe  hi& 
fubjefts  from  their  oaths.     Charles  accepted  this,  without 
confideringthat  the  power,  which  he  thus  acknowleged,  might 
be  turned  againft  himfelf,  or  his  pofterity  ^.     In  his  return^ 
he  ftopped  for  fome  time  at  Pavia,  to  give  inftruftions  to 
his  fon  and  his  minifters,  and  afterwards  pafled  the  moun- 
tains into  his  own  dominians ;  where  all  was  tolerably  quieti 
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The  next  general  alfenWy  was  held  ^fforms ;  tfrhcrc  Ee  Taffilon 
laid  before  the  nobility  the  bihaviour  of  his  coufin,.  the  duk«  reduced 
of  B^tvaria,  and  declared,  that,  fitioe  clemency  |iad  fo  little  ^»^/^''- 
effeft,  h«  was  determined  to  chaftizc  him.    His  meafures  had  ^^*^^ »  T*^ 
been  taken  before  hand ;  he  advanced  in  peribn^  with  a  well  ^^"^  " 
appointed  aimy,  towards  the  Lecb',  but  at  the  ^me  time  tbe^^^^jl. 
Aujtrians  and  the  Saxons  appeared,  with  a  greater  number  of  ^^^^^^ 
forces,  on  the  Danube f  and  the  forces  of  Pe^n^  king  of  ^^  hisdom^ 
Lomb^rdsf  were  00  Ae  point  of  entering  Bavaria^  through  the  nions, 
valley  of  Trmt  «^    Taffilon  faw  hls^  deftruaion  inevitable ; 
inftead,   tk^^efbrtr,  of  attempting  a^  defence,  he  came  pri» 
vatdy  iMo  the  kind's  camp,  and  threw  himlelf  at  his  feet. 
Charles  b^eld  him  with  pky ;  he  recapitulated  all  his  trea* 
fons ;  he  demanded  his  eldeft  fon  as  a  hc^ge  ;  and,  having 
ence  more  taken  his  oath  of  fiddity,  difmiifed  him,  with  aa 
affurancey  that  all  that  was  paft  fliould  be  forgot  **.    He  in» 
ftantly  refumed  his  intrigues,  negotiated  with  the  Hum  t<y 
make  an  iiruption  into  Germany ^  while  himfelf,  \i^th  all  bis^ 
forces,  iisvaded  France^  Mid  Adalgifcy  with  a  Greek  army, 
tod  the  Iprds  of  his  faftioa  in  Lomhardy^  fell  upon  Pepin^ 
His  own;  fubjed:s,  whom  he  trufted,  forefeeing  the  ruin  of 
their  country,  difeovered  all  to  the  king.    The  duke,  Wh^ 
did  not  the  leaft  fufped):  them^  went  to  the  nest  aflembly  at 
hgelheim,  that  Charles  might  conceive  no  umbrage ;  and  no 
fooner  arrived  than  he  was  arretted.    On  the  tcftimony  of 
fhofe  he  trufted,  he  and  his  two  fens  were  condemned  t(y 
lofe  their  heads. .  The  king  commuted  this  mto  pailing  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  a  convent.     His  duchefs,  the 
caufe  of  all  his  misfortunes,  is  fupppfed  to'  have  fhared  the 
fame  fate,  and  Bavaria  "w^s  annexed  to  theerown  *.    In  all 
probability  fucceediog  times  would  have  doubted  the  truth 
ef  this  confpiracy  ;  but  the  events  that  followed  put  it  be*- 
yond  queftion.     The  Huns  made  -  a  prodigious  irruption  ; 
and^  after  being  twice  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  in-* 
tadcd  Bavaria  to  revenge  the  duke  and  themfelves.    But  the 
'    Bavarians,  fecure  of  fupport,  gave  them  fuch  a  reception, 
that  very  few^of  them  returned  ^.     Adalfffe^  with  «  Greek 
ttnny,  appeared  likewife  in  Italy,  notwithflaftding  Aregife, 
duke  of  Beneventnm,  .and  his  eldeft  fon,  were  both  ready, 
tod  Charles^  contrary  to  the  fentiments  pf  all  his  nobility, 
beffowcd  his  territories  on  Grim^alde,     't'he  mother  of  thit 
pr ince  depended  upon  her  influence  over  him  '^€Aarles,  on  the 
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obligations  he  had  conferred  upon  him.     Crtmodlde  did 
juftice  to  the  VXog'i  fentiments ;  he  commanded  the  van  of  the 
French  army.     The  Creeks  were  totally  defeated,  their  gene- 
ral killed,  and  Adalgife^  being  lucky  edbugh  to  make  his 
cfcapc,  lad  afidc  all  hopes  of  reviving  the  kingdom  of  the 
Lombards  1.     This  was .  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  years  of 
the  king's  life*     Towards  the  clofe  of  it  he  went  to  Aix  la 
Chapelle ;  where,  in  a  general  aflembly, .  he  made  many  ex- 
cellent laws  for  the  government  of  his  extenfive  territories, 
and  caufed  many  canons  to  be' made  for  regulating  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church  ^^.     At  his  laft  being  at  Rome^  the  pope 
had  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  code,  containing  the  canons  of 
the   oriental    and  African   churches;   out   of  this    code^ 
he  took  fucb  as  he  mofl  approved,  and,   having  properly 
adapted  them  to  the  ufe  of  the  clergy  in  his  own  domioioosy 
procured  them  the  fanftlon  of  that  aflembly  °.     He  alfo  in- 
troduced what  was  commonly  called  the  Gregorian  ibng,  or 
manner  of  chanting,  which  was  the  mode  in  Italy ^  inflead  of 
that  method  of  floging  which  had  prevailed  till  then  vaFrance-, 
and  this  notfo  much  by  the  exertion  of  his  authority,  as  by  the 
forceof  his  example ;  for  he  fufFered  his  own  choir  to  contend 
with  that  of  the  pope's  at  Rome,  and,  upon  his  preferring  the 
latter,  it  gained  the  approbation  of  nis  clergy  **. 
--,       ^        The  leifure,  which  the  king  now  enjoyed,  enabled  him  to 
fiant  and  ^^^y  many  things  into  execution,  which  hitherto  had  only 
aJJiduous    floated  in  his  mind.     We  have  obferved,  that  he  was  a  uni- 
applioa-     verfal  genius ;  it  is  but  fit  that  we  fhould  give  fome  proofs  of 
tiori  of  this  it.     The  plans  of  government  he  laid  down  in  every  country 
monarchto  immediately  followed  his  conquefts,  and  it  was  by  this  that 
all  affairs  j^g  fecured  them.     He  took  care  to  be  well  informed  of  the 
of  govern-  errors  and  miflakes  in  the  preceding  government,  and  he 
^"^*         took  no  lefs  care  to  remove  thefe  efFeftually  p.     He  fhewed 
particular,  attention  to  whatever  regarded  religion,  and  was 
very,  refpeftful,  as  well  as  very  beneficent,  to  the  clergy.     He 
reviewed  the  laws,  and  made,  in  them  fuch  alterations  as  he 
thought  abfolutely  neceflary,   without  going  farther.     He 
knew,  i  that  the  people  reverenced  old  cufloms,  and  the  con- 
flitutions  they  had  lived  under  from  their  youth ;  he  took, 
therefore,  all  the  care  polSble  to  preferve  them;  but  he 
would  have  the  law  every-where  animated,  and  fuffered  none 
.to  be  exempt  from  its. reach.     He  wa«  particularly  tender  of 
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the  common  people,  and,  wiiiire-ever  he  came,  .ftudied  theiir 
eafe  and    advantage.     This  induced  him  to  repair  public 
roads  ;  to  conftru^l  bridges  Were  they  were  wanted  ;  to  ren- 
der rivers  navigable ;  and  to  encourage  agriculture  and  com- 
taerce  9.     His  being  in  continual  motion  enabled  him  to  fee 
his  orders  were  Complied  with  ;  and,  as  he  piade  the  public 
fervice  the  fole  road  to  favour,  his  counts  and  dukes  vied 
with  each  other  In  making  improvements.   In  the  fummer,  he 
was  commonly  in  the  field ;  where  his  habit  and  his  table 
Were  little  fuperior  to  thofe  of  private  men.     He  was  na- 
turally very  temperate,  patient  of  fatigue,  and  always  took 
his  full  (hare  in  every  kind  of  hardftiip.     In  the  winter,  and 
in  the  fpring,  he  held  his  great  courts  and  general  affemblies ; 
there  he  afFefted  a  difplay  of  royal  magnificence,  propofed 
himfelf  fuch  laws  as  were  for  the  public  benefit,  and  in- 
dulged the  fame  liberty  to  others  ^     But  in  the  camp,  and 
In  the  court,  he  had  his  fet  hours  of  ftudy,  which  he  feldont 
mifled.     He   fpoke  and  wrote  Latin  well ;  he  compofed   * 
verfes  in   that  language;  he  underftood  G^r^^A ;  he  had  a 
tinfture  of  mod   fciences ;  but .  his    favourite  ftudy  was 
^ronomy  •.  .  ,  ^ 

He  invited  Alcuinus^  or  Alblnus,  xyver  from  Britain,  and  His  lo^e 
made  him  his  companion  and  favourite  :  by  his  advice  tie  efta-  of  learning 
blifhed  public  foundations  for  the  encouragement  and  fnp-  ««/^  ^^^ 
•port  of  literature.     He  had  a  kind  of  private  academy  in  hisfi^'P^^' 
court ;  every  member  of  which  took  the  name  of  his  favourite  ^^^'^£^^ 
author ;  one  ftiled  himfelf -^rj/?(?//^,  another  Jugufiin,  a  third  ^^^^^^^S^' 
Horace ;  Minus  affumed  that  of  Flaccuf,  and  the  king  him-  'amon£ff 
felf  took  the  name  of  David '.     He  condefcended  to  examine  hisfub- 
all  the  young  noblemen  about  their  progrefs  in  learning ;  vt-  je^is. 
warded  fuch  as  were  diligent,  and  made  others  fo  by  pro- 
•mifes;  for  he  dealt  not  at  all  in  reproofs  and  punifhments. 
In  all  the  gi'eat  abbies  ^nd  cathedrals,  he  caufed  fchools  to 
be  fet  up  for  teaching  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  elements 
of  polite  learning  ;  and,  to  fliew  of  how  much  importance 
he  thought  thefe  things,  he  compofed  a  grammar  himfelf. 
In  a  word,  he  believed  ignorance  and  idlenefs  the  greateft 
vices;  and,  to  explode  them,  he  took  care  to  fhewhe  held 
nothing  beneath  his  own  notice.     Inquifitive  and  judicious 
he  was ;  continually  improving  his  ftock  of  fciencc ;  and  yet 
had  fo  little  of  jealoufy  or  of  envy,  that,  to  foil  him  in  a  dif- 
pute  was  ^ the  fureft  way  to  his  favour.     His  father -P^>, 
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arhQ  fdt  the  wa^t  of  it,  liad  given  him,  fgr  thofe  tiiaesi  i' 
good  educadoB ;  his  frequent  journies  into  Italy,  j^jod  ^his. 
converfatioa  with  learned  men  of  all  nations,  had  g^vea  Jiip  ^ 
icorreft  l^ftci  aiod  the  fignal  advantages  derived  to  him  kf¥A 
his  application  to  letters,  induced  him  to  look  upQn  the  rdlo* 
radon  of  learning  as  the  great  glory  of  his  rdgn  **•     To  have, 
faid  nothing  oif  this  would  have  been  injurious  to  his  chA<^ 
raAer ;  to  mfiA  longer  upon  this  fubje^l  wo«idd  esioeed  thi 
bounds  prefcribed  by  our  plan. 
fbe  luar       As  his  dominions  augmented^  He  found  him&lf  emb^*. 
Hmth  the   railed  with  new  eaemies.     The  Abodrites  <x  inhabitants  of. 
Jibares,    the  country  now  called  Mechlenhurgh,  were  either  his  fub- 
tbi  €onffi'  jefts  or  his  tributaries ;  they  were  extremely  harrafled  bf 
raeyof     Iqh^  4^  the  tribes  of  the  Sclavoniant,  call^,  by  fome  authors^ 
frsHci  Pc.  /^^^  leated  on  the  fliore  of  the  fialtick  ^.    They  fent  their 
P"*! /"*  complaints  to  Charles  j  who  .marched  imrilediately  to  their 
^^^  "^    relief,  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Cologne,  and,  taldng  with  him  tbd 
inm  and    ^hok  torce  of  the  Saxons,  he  conftiiufted  two  bridges  oin  tbft 
his  affbci'  ^^^9  which  he  took  care  to  fortify :   having  left  a  corpt 
stfs.^        of  good  troops  to  guard  them,  he  gave  the  Saxons  liosnce  to-... 
enter  the  enemy's  country,  and  take  what  they  could <findi 
This  terrified  the  Barharians  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  iub« 
mitted  to  any  conditions  he  prefcribed»  and  gave  hoilages  £31:^ 
the  performance  of  them  ;  fo  that  his  dominions  were  wxvf 
bounded  by  the  Baltick  '.    The  Huns.g^ivc  him  much  nnxt 
trouble ;  they  h^rralled  Bavaria  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  hc^ 
'  found  it  neceflary  to  penetrate  into  their  own  country ;  which^ 
ftt  length,  he  did,  with  a  numerous  army,  Compofed  of  tnoft 
of  the  nations  that  were  fubjcft  to  his  government  y.     Thtf  . 
Jfuns  had  a  Angular  method  of  fortifying  their  country,  widi 
entrenchments  of  a  vaft  extent,  defend^  by  the  whole  tribe 
whofe  territories  they  covered  :  thefe  were  attacked  and  dc- 
fepded  tvith  equal  refolution,  and,  where-ever  they  were* 
forced,  a  prodigious  flaoghter  enfued.     He  pu(hed  this  ex- 
pedition as  far  as  Kaab  upon  the  Danube ;  and  by  .marching 
his  troops  on  both  fides  of  that  river,  which  the  Bavarians 
had  covered  with  boats,  they  were  plentifully  fupplied  with 
jprovifions ;  but,  a  difiemper  breaking  out  among  the  cavalry,; 
he  was  cpnftraincd  to  return  to  Ratijhorii  where  he  .pafied 
the  winter ;  in  which  he  met  with  more  chagrin  than  he  had 
hitherto  done  in  the  coiirfe  of  .his  life  *.     One  night,  after  he 
was  retired  to.  reft,  he  heard  a  diflurbance  in  the  ourwan! 
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apartment ;  and  rlfiflg  haftily  to  kno^y  what  was  Ac  caufi 
of  it,  he  found  a  prleft,  whofe  name  was  Ariulfe^  by  nation 
a  Lmbardy  of  an  Udprpmifing  figure,  and  in  a  very  meaa 
drefs,  who  was  very  clamorous  to  fpeiik  with  the  king, 
Charks  called  him  immediately  into  the  room ,;  where  he  told 
him,  that,  dropping  afleep  in  the  corner  of  the  church  to 
ivhich  he  belonged,  he  was  waked  by  a  number  of  voices^ 
and  found  that  his  eldeft  fpn,  prince  Pepin^  was  there  take- 
iog  the  laft  meafures  with  his  affociates,  for  executing  a  de- 
fign  againft  his  father's  life ;  that  this  aflembly  difcover<Bd 
him  as  they  were  breaking  up,  and  moft  of  them  wete  for 
fecuring  themfelves,  by  putting  him  to  death  ;  but  thd 
prince,  having  fwom  him  at  the  altar  not  to  divulge  what  he 
had  heard,  let  him  go.  The  king  caufed  Pepin^  and  the  reft 
of  the  confpirators,  to  be  arrefted  immediately  ;  and,  beiqg 
convifted  on  full  proof,  they  were  condemned  td  fuffer 
death ;  but  the  king  chofe  rather  that  his  fon  fhould  live  asi 
a  penitent,  than  die  as  a  parricide ;  he  fent  hini,  therefore, 
tofpend  the  reft  of  his  days  in  a  convent;  He  foon  after  re- 
warded the  prieft  for  this  fervice,  by  making  him  abbot  of 
5/.  Denh  *.  His  fons,  Pepin^  king  of  Lontbardy^  and  Letui^ 
king  of  Jquitaine,  hearing  of  this  confpiracy,  haftened  to 
RatiJboHy  where  they  found  things  tolerably  quiet ;  but  a 
trainoffrcfti  misfortunes  followed  **. 

It  was  expefted  that  the  Abates ^  after  what  they  hzAAnewrt^ 
foffered  from  the  laft  expedition.  Would  have  fent  their  de-  'volt  oftbi 
puties  to  demand. peace ;  inftead  of  that  they  retijirncid  fo  Saxons, 
thdr  habitations,  reftored  their  old  works,  threw  up  new  '"'^'^^  *' 
tetrenchments^  and  declared  their  definitive  refqlution,  to  ^'^^'^ 
cover  with  their  dead  bodies,  rather  than  defert^  the  country  ^^'  ^^^^^ 
in  which  they  were  born.     Charles  faw^  with  concern,  the"^^^^/'^ 
heceffity  he  was  under  of  afting  againft  this  determined  na-yf^^j. 
tion«.    He  ofder;ed  fcount  Thierri  to  march,  with  a  con-  A.D.79J; 
fiderable  body  offerees,    compofed  chiefly  of  FrifonSy  to. 

{'  )in  the  SaxOnSy  who  had  behaved  w^l  the  laft  campaign  J 
ot  the  firft  news  he  had,  was,  that  this  whole  nation  was 
tfevolted^  arid  count  ThietrVs  army  defeated,  and  the  beft  part 
tf  them  cut  to  pieces  d^  Immeaiately  after,  he  received  in- 
telligence, that  the  Moors  had  over-run  mbft  of  his  conquefts 
hSpain  ;  ind,  not  fatisfied  with  this,  had  made  incurfions 
into  hdngnedocy  as  far  as  Narb^nne  ®.  .  His  accounts  from 
Italy  were  far  from  teing  plcafing ;  infomucti  that,  from  a 
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ftate  of  aUblute  peace  and  tranquility,  he  found  his  dorm- 
tiions.  on  a  fudden,  almoft  attacked  on  every  fide.    His  coii- 
duA  on  tbi^pccafion  was  great  almoft  beyond  example ;  he 
fcnt  fome  able  officers,  with  inftruftions  to  his  fons  PfpinzoA 
Lewis ;  he  recraited  and  augmented  his  own  army  till  it  be- 
came very  numerous ;  but  he  undertone  nothigg  againft  tke 
barbarous  nations,  tl^t  he  itiight  fee  what  turn  aflkir^  wodd 
fake*. 
tiitgenir-      ^^  ^^  \aXtA  idknefs,  and  knew  that  a  great  army,  ina^Te, 
cusfehemi  "O^ould  foon  grow  feditious,  he  employed  them  in  the  cxecn- 
for  uniting  tion  of  a  defign  which  he  had  long  before  formed,  and  which] 
iheJy^"     will  ever  do  honour  to  his  abilities:   this  was  openiog  » 
nubc         commxmication  between  the  ocean  and  the  Enxine  fea,  bj 
*with  the    uniting  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine.     He  forefaw  the  vaft  ad- 
Rhine,      vantages  that  would  refult  from  thence  to  numberlefs  na- 
■^''  ^'  ^  .tioas,  in  fucceeding  times,  and  had  likewfe  in  view  the  fa- 
e$^rc€   c*'*'^*^*^g  ^^  prefent  objeft  of  his  politics  ;  which  was  tbe 
*  abfolutc  redudtion  of  the  Ahares^  whofe  fpirit  and  courage 
he  admiired,  and  therefore  wifhed  to  fee  them  converted  to 
Chriftianity  and  civilized  6.     His  fcheme  was   to  ^  draw  t 
•  canal  from  the  river  of  Rednitz,  the  fource  of  which  is  not 
iar  from  Wetgembourgj  to  the  river  of  Altrml,     The  firflrof 
thefe  rivers  falls  into  thie  Mein^  near  Bambergy  and  th^  Mm 
into  the  Rhine'^  at  Mentz,  and  the  river  Jltmul  joins  the 
Danube  betwee»  IngoldJIadt  and  Ratijhon.     The  eanal  Ijc 
prpjefted  wa^  to  have  been  three  hundred  feet  in  iH-eadih, 
and  was  to  extend  from  IVetJfembourg  to  the  river  of  Altmi^ 
which  is  little  more  than  fix  miles  ;  but  the  foii,  pardy  rocky 
and  partly  ftiarfliy,  and  the  ramy  f«afon,  wi^th  the  tPant  rf 
thofe  machines  which*  art  has  fince  invented,,  rendered  \h 
endeavours  abortive,  by  ruining  all  his  works  as  fafk  as  thcf 
were  made  ;  but  the  gfory  of  forming  this  defign,  and  ^r 
•   .  Konour  of  having  attempted  it,  were  out  of  the  power  ef 

accidents  ;  and  pofterity  muft  do  juftiee  to'  his  memory,  ia 
acknowleging  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  few  heroes  who  had 
the  advantage  of  mankind  at  heart,  and  who  laboured  ta 
-  diftinguifli  his  conquefts  by  monuments  of  his  mun^ficenco 
and  true  public  fpirit^.  In  the  mean  time,  what  the  king 
expefted  came  tQ  pafs  ;  the  Moors ^  being  totally  defeated  in 
Spaiuy  by  Monfo  the  chafte,  king  of  Leon^  were  obliged  tor 
abandon  all  their  conquefts  ;  fo  that  Lewis,  king  of  Jpp^ 
iaine,  and  his  minifters,  found  no  great  difficulty  in  reftoring! 
tilings  on  that  fide.     In  ^taiy  the  malecontenls   fell  out 
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tiinoQg  tHemfelves  ^  ftad  pope  Mrian  was  firm  to  the  ** 
French  iviXtv^&t  being  conviaccd,  by  experience,  that  he 
tould  depend  updti  llo  other  fupport :  the  cloiids  on  that 
fide  likewifc  difpelled;  ifrhich  gave  GharUs  an  opportunity  of 
^tenewing  his  former  extenfive  projedls ;  but  that  he  might 
execute  them  with  more  eafe,  and  at  the  fame  time  ef&ce 
the  memory  df  paft  difaflers,  he  refolved  to  hold  a  council 
at  Francfort ;  which  he  did  with  the  confent  of  the  pope, 
and  prefided  therein  with  all  the  nujefty  of  the  antient  em- 
perors^. But  the  tranfaftiohs  therein  belong  not  to  our 
jjrcfent  fubjcft,  for  two  reafons ;  firft,  as  they  regard  eccle- 
jiaftical  aflairs,  and  next,  as  they  belong  properly  to*  the 
hiftory  of  Germany :  we  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the  monk  * 
Taffilan  reiigned  here,  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  all  his 
rights  to  Bavaria ;  and  Charles's  fourth  queen,  Fq/irade, 
died  little  regretted,  on  account  of  her  vices  and  vindiftive 
temper,  cither  by  her  hufband  or  his  fubjcfts. 

All  things  being  now  difpdfed  for  chaftifing  the  Saxons ^  The  Sax- 
the  king  marched  in  perfon  againfl  them  with  his  army,  at  ons«r^«/» 
the  fame  time  that  his  fon  Charles  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Cologne^  reduced^ 
yith  the  beft  part  of  the  forces  that  ^*^erc  left  in  France.  The  ^^^^ 
iSaxons,  on  the  other  hartd,  afTembled  the  whole  force  of  all  ^^'J'd'pare 
their  cantons,  determined  to  put  all  upon  the  fortune  of  a  day.  ^^'fi'^  *^ 
But  the  presence  df  this  monarch  bad  fuch  an  cffea,  that  ^"'JJ^^^ 
their  army  began  to  di(band ;  fo  that  their  chiefs  were  forced  ^^*    ''* 
to  have  recourfe  again  tb  fubtniffions,  and  to  defire  peace 
tpon  what  terms  he  pleafed  ^.     Charles  prefcribcd  only  two 
Conditions ;  the  firft  was,  that  they  (hould  again  admit  the  A.D.794C 
Chfiftian  clergy,,  and  give  hoftages  for  their  fafety ;    the 
other,  that  they  (hould  deliver  up  one  third-part  of  their 
army,  to  be  fcnt  whete-ever  he  pleafed;     Hard  as  this  laft 
trticle  was,  they  obeyed,  and  Charles  diftributed  thef<^  Saxon 
troops  on  the  maritime  coafts  of  Holland  2Lnd  Flanders,  where 
they  did  admirable  fervicc  K     The  next  year,  the  king 
toarched  into  the  country  df  the  Saxons,  with  a  numerous  ^ 
army,  in  order  to. hold  an  aflembly  upon  the  Elbe;  to  whid;^ 
teforted,  amongft  dther  princesj  •  the  king  of  the  Abodrites, 
atwhofe  requeft  he  had  chaftifed  the  Sclavonians,  and  who, 
xfi  times  of  greateft  danger,  had  invariably  adhered  to  him ; 
■  for  which  he  was  hated  by  the  Saxons,  who  aflaffinated  him 
opoa  the  road.     This  provoked  Charles  to  the  laft  degree, 
^bo,  in  the  heat  of  his  rtfeatment,  abandoned  the  trib« 
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wfco  were  guilty  of  this  aftion  to  the  difcretion  of  his  army ; 
vilio  flaughtered  many  thoufands^  and  took  every  thing  that 
%as  worth  taking  «.  It  appears  from  hence,  that  all  (v^ 
miflioQ  in  thst  fierce  nation  was  the  pure  efFe^  of  fear,  ^mI 
I    fubfiftcd  no  longer  than  that  continued.  •      * 

J/terMH  The  death  of  pope  Adrian  gav^  the  king  real  Q^imetS, 
tifi'inati  which  he  exprefled  particularly  in  an  epithet  in  Latin  vei^^ 
n\ar^  thi  Jq  which  there  is  lefs  of  elegance  than  pailion  **.•  - lA 
Abares  ^j^^  ^\^^  ^yas  chofen  the  fame  day  that  his  predeceflbr  diedj 
^J^  7'  d  ^^  ^^^^  immediately  his  legates  to  Charles ^  with  rich  prefenfsi; 
thelAoox^  ^^^  ^^^  °^  ^^-  ^^^^'■'s  tomb,  and  the  ftandard  of  Rome  ;  de- 
humhlcd,  filing  that  he  would  fend  feme  perlbn  of  confidence  to  re- 
ceive the  oaths  of  the  Roman  people,  in  quality  of  patrician, 
or  proteftor  of  the  holy  fee.  The  king  immediately  drf- 
patched  his  fccretary  Engilbert^  abbot^  of  St.  Riquier ;  and 
his  inftruftions,  written  with  gr^t  piety  and  dignity,  arit 
yet  extant.  The  war  with  the  Abares,  or  Huns,  uas  !^ 
this  time,  in  a  manner,  finifhed  :  Henry^  duke  of  Frmi, 
defeated  them  in  a  general  engagement,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  their  capital,  called  Ringa,  tho*  obftinately  d^ 
fended,  with  prodigious  flaughter  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
found  therein  immenfe  riches,  confiding  in  the  fpoil  and 
plunder  of  various  nations,  which  they  had  been  amsffing  for 
many  years  <>.  Pepin,  king  of  Italy,  completed  this  coa- 
queil,  and  in  another  battle  killed  the  Khan,  which  put  as 
end  to  the  war ;  and,  as  fome  writers  fay,  to  the  people, 
who  were  in  a  manner  extirpated  Only  one  canton,  of 
which  Theudin  was  the  chief,  fubmitted,  were  baptized,  and 
received  iQto  the  king's  proteftion.  This  did  not  hinder  the 
northern  Saxons  from  taking  up  arms  again,  and  murder- 
ing one  of  the  lords  of  Charles's  court,  who  was  returning 
from  an  embafiy  ;  which  was  attended  with  the  ufual  con- 
fequences,  rapine,  flaughter,  and,  at  length,  a  forced  fubn 
miflion  P.  Th6  king  now  fpent  his  winter  at  Aix  la  ChapeUe, 
with  his  fifth  queen,  and  there  received  many  embaffies,  that 
^  did  him  great  honour,  and  fome  that  muft  have  given  him 
great  fatisfaftion.  Amon<»ft  the  former,  we  may  reckon  that 
from  Irene,  eraprefs  of  Conjiantinopie ,  to  apologize  for  her 
own  conduft  in  putting  out  the  eyes  and  depofing  hef^ 
own  fon,  and  to  propofe  a  marriage  between  herfelf  and  the 
king.  Thefe  amba/Tadors  w^re  entertained  viery  honourably, 
tho*  Charles  very  well  knew  fhe  was  at  that  time  embarked  id 
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feveral  intiigues  that  were  prejudicial  to  his  IntereAs  '•  On 
ib^  other  hand,  we  may  comprehend,  among  the  the  latter, 
the  fubmiffion  of  feveral  Moorijb  lords,  and  application  for 

i)roteaiDa  on  the  behalf  of  others,  whom  he  referred  to  his 
on  l^eviiSf  king  of  j^juitaine;  who,  by  his  direflion,  fent 
^  army  to  tbeir  afliftance,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  natives, 
recoveri^d  the  iflands  of  Majorca  and  Minorca ;  which,  bv 
this  m^as,  were  annexed  to  his  dominions  ^  But  If  thete  A.D.799. 
events  gave  him  joy,  there  was  another  that  gave  him  pain; 
Pafcal  and  Campule,  nephews'  of  the  late  pope  j^driatiy  at- 
tacked pope  Leo  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome^  on  the  feaft  of  St. 
Markf  and  dragged  him  into  the  church,  with  an  intent  to 
put  out  his  eyes,  and  cut  out  his  tongue,  and  from  thence 
remove  htm  into  a  monaftery,  where  they  intended  to  have 
kept  him  prifoner ;  but,  being  happily  delivered  by  his  friends, 
the  duke  of  Spohto,  then  general  of  the  French  forces,  came  , 
and  took  him  into  his  proteftion,  and  foon  after,  with  a  good 
cfcorte,  hfe  fct  out  to  lay  his  o\^'n  cafe  before  the  king. 
Charles f  at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  was  at  Paderborn  ;  from 
whence  he  fet  out  to  meet  him,  and  fliewed  him,  upon  this 
oa:afipn,  all  poffible  marks  of  refpeft.  He  fent  him  back 
fome  time- after  with  numerous  guards  and  attendance,  and' 
appointed  commiflaries  to  enquire  into  fhis  affair  at  Rome  s 
at  the  fame  time  he  promifcd  him,  that  he  would  come  la 
perfon  to  render  him  juftice,  and  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  A^/)/, 
.which  were  again  in  great  diforder  '. 

At  this  time  the  Normans^  that  is,  the  inhabitants  of  the  7-^^  nua-^ 
northern  nations  (for  fome  tribes  of  the  Saxons ,  as  well  as  the/«i-«  taken 
Inhabitants  of  D^/zm^r^,  and  perhaps  fome  other  natibns,  were  tojecure 
included  under  that  name),  began  to  render  themfelvcs  h- a/I  the 
mous  by  their  piracies.     This  objliged  the  king  to  be  vtvy frontiers 
attentive  to  the  fafety  of  the  fea-coafts,  for  which  he  pro-  ^ff^'j  do* 
tided  very  effeftually ;  eflablifhing  fortrefles  at  the  mouths  of  ^^"'^"'* 
moft  of  the  great  rivers,  a  regular  militia,  deftined  for  that 
piirpofe  only,  along  the  ftiore,  and  fquadrons,  properly  fl:a-« 
iioned,  to  cruize  in  queft  of  thefe  invaders  :  that  he  might 
fee  how  well  his  intentions  were  executed,  he  went  in  per- 
fon,  and  examined  them  with  the  ftriftefl  attention  ^     In 
the  month  of  March  he  finiftied  his  tour;  and,  having  pafled 
the  Seine  at  Roiteny  went  to  perform  his  devotions  at  the 
tomb  of  St.  Martin  ;  where  the  counts  of  Bretagne,  who 
had  been  in  rebellioi),  and  were  but  lately  reduced,  came  t<\ 
pay  their  refpefts,  and  to  make  theilT  prefents.    He  made  a. 
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longer  ftay  than  he  intended  at  tours,  by  rieafqn  of  the  fick- 
nefs  and  death  of  his  laft  queen  Lutgarde  ".     He  returne4 
from  thence,  by  Orleans  and  Paris,,  to  Aix  la  Chapelle^  an4 
in  the  month  of  Augujl  held  a  general  aflembly.  at  M^ntz  ; 
where  he  declared,  fo  far  as  was  fit,  the  motives  wijich  in-: 
duced  hiin  to  make  a  journey  into  Italy  '^.    He  fet  out  fooa 
after,  tho'  we  have  no  diftinft  account  of  his  route,  and 
came,  with  an  army,  to  Ravenna  ;  from  whenfe  he  difpatche4 
the  king  of  ItaJy  to  reduce  Grimoaldey  duke  of  Beneventum  ; 
»  which  he  performed,  or,  at  leaft,  we  learn  of  no  coniider*^ 
able  refinance  made  by  that  duke  *. 
Is  crown*      Charles  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  to  if^wi,^,  M^ith^ 
ed  by  pope  ^^^^  corps  of  troop's,  was  met  at  fqme  diftance  by  pope  Leo^ 
Leo  III.   and  made  his  entry  with  him  into  that  city  oh  the  24th  ojf 
emperor  of  November  ^^    After  fome  days  fpent  iA  proper  enquiries,  the 
the  <wefti  caufe  was  folemnly  heard  ;  and  none  appearing  to  prove  the 
«/  Rome,  crimes  that  had  been  alleged  againft  the  pope,  he  rofe  up  of 
*t^tth  uni'  j^'js  Q^Q  accord,  and  declared  in  the  mqft  folemn  manner^ 
*^^'^^/ ^-?' upon  oa^h,  th^t  he  was  "not  guilty  of  them,  by  aft,  order, 
f  ^V^«       Qj.  connivance  *.     The  trial  of  the  aflaflins  was  next  brought 
on ;  and,  being  convifted  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  they 
•       were  condemned  to  death;  but  the  pope  interpofed,  an4 
defired  that  he  would  fpare  their  lives :  he  went  farther,  an4 
ijntreated  that  they  might  not  fuffer  in  their  perfons,  but  that 
they  might  be  exiled,  fo  as  tp  give  him  no  farther  appre^ 
henfions  *.     This  >yas  in  itfelf  a  very  cs^traordipary  fcen^  ^ 
but  there  followed,  on  Chrijlnms  day,  one  much  more  extra- 
ordinary.    The  king  going  tg  affift  at  mafs,  while  he  wa^ 
vpon  his  knees  before  the  altar,  the  pope  came  and  placed  a 
rich  crown  upon  his  head  \  upon  which  the  people  cried 
aloud,  **  Long  live  Charles  the  auguft,  crowned  by  the  hand 
*^  of  God ;  Long  life  and  viftory  to  the  great  and  pacific 
**  emperor  of  the  Romans  "      During  thcfe  acclamations, 
the  pope  cond\ifted  him  to  a  throne,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared for  film  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  feated,  paid  him  thoiet 
refpefts  which  his  pfredeceflbrs  were,  wont  to  pay  to  the  aa- 
tient  emperors.     He  then  declared,  that,  inftead  pf  the  tide 
of  patrician,  he  fhould  ftile  him  for  th^  future  ^n^pei^or  and 
Atigujius,  and  at  the  fame  time  prefented  the  imperial  mantle ; 
with  v^hich  being  invefted,  he  returned,  amidil  the  acclama- 
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tions  of  the  people^  to  his  palace  ^    His  {ccrctarf  Sgimtf^  A.  D. 
aifirms,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  fhewing  either  joy  or  fatis*     ^Qo. 
fadlion  upon  this  ocqaiioa,  that  he  declared  he  was  not. in    . 
the  leaft  apprifed  of  the  pope's  intention;  and  that,  if  he  had^ 
he  would',  notwithflanding  the  folemnity  of  thefeaft,  have 
ferborn  going  to  church.     The  reafon  he  afi^ned  was,  fliat 
this  ceremony  added  nothing  to  his  power,  and  would  only 
£X»nfer  on  hioifelf  and  his  poftedty  a  pompous  title,  that 
might  be  attended  with  many  inconvenieacies  c.     Whether 
this,  ..all  circumftances  confida-ed,  deferves  credit,  we  pre- 
isendjiot  to  decide,  the  &ft  refts  upon  its  author  ;  but  this 
is  certain,  that  Charlemagne  was  ever  after  very  tenacious  of  , 
that  title,,  and  infifted  upon  being  owned  in  this  quality  by 
Ae  emperors  of  the  eaft,  whom  he  treated  thence  forward  oa 
tJie  foot  of  equality.  In  his  return  he  took  Pavia,  in  his  way  ; 
whet^  he  made-  fome  amendm^t^  and  additions  to  the  law9 
of  the  Lombards. 

The  war  agaihft  the  Moors,  who  had  lately  thrown  afide  <rji„  ?«•;/ 
the  refpe^l  they  bad  fworn  to  maintain  towards  his  father,  fian  mon* 
obliged  Lfiwify  king  of  Aquitdiney  to  take  up  arms  againfl:  4trchy  by  ■. 
them;  and  tho'  it  was  at  the  expence  5f  a  long  and  bloody  bitama/r 
war,  yet,  in-  the  iffue  of  it,  he  compelled  them  to  fubmit, /^J^^» 
imd  brought  things  into  very  near  the  fame  ftate  in  which  **^'* 
Charles  had  left  them  **.    Pepin,  king  oiltaJx,  met  with  more  ^harkT  ' 
fpcedy  fuccefs.     The  town  oi  Rieti,  which  was  near  the  ^^'cftbe 
ritory  held  by  the  Greeks,  revolted  at  their  inftigation.     It  ^  a/^^^^ 
was  ftrong,  and  had  fome  good  pofts  in  its  neighbourhood; 
'but  Pepin  quickly  took  thefe,  ^nd  reduced  that :  upon  which, 
having  ordered  the  people  to  withdraw,  he  burnt  it  to  aflies*. 
The  governors  of  Barcelona  and  Rieti,  who  had  been  the 
authors  of  thefe  difturbances,  were  fent  prifoners  by  the  two 
young  kings  to  the  emperor  their  father.     Charlemagne  had 
the  additional  fadsfaAion  of  feeing  ambafladors  from  the 
•  Perfian  monarch  at  his  court,  whom  he  brought  with  him 
oi|t  of  Italy,  and  carried  them  through  France  into  Gemjumyn 
Amongft  other  entertainments,  he  diverted  them  with  the 
fighting  of  wild  bulFaloeSi   which,  however,  put  them  in 
great  dagger  of  their  lives,  ^nd  the  emperor,  who  relieved 
them,  in  much  greater  ;  infomuch  that  he  had  certainly  loft 
his  life,  if  a  nobleman,  whofe  name  was  Ifembart,  who  had  . 
loft  his  favour,  and  had  aU  his  efts^tes  taken  from  him,  and 
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iRras  prefi^Qt  in  difguife,  had  not  killed  ppe  of  thofe  fmioas 
{rrcaturcs,  at  the  very  inftant  he  was  on  the  point  of  bearing 
down  the  emperor  and  his  horfe;  for  which  fervicc  he  not 
only  rcftbrcd  to  him  his  honours  and  his  fortune,  bntioadcd 
him  alfo  with  many  additional  favours  K    By  thefe  ambaila- 
doVs,  their  mafter  made  a  ceiEon  of  the  holy  places  at  Jeru- 
falem  to  Charlimagne,  which  furniflied  the  romance  writers 
with  an  opportunity  of  pretending  the  emperor  went  thitha 
in  perfon,  and  conquered  them  from  the  infidels,  not  difceni- 
ing  that  the  matter  of  faft,  plainly  and  ilmply  related,  was 
infinitely  more  honourable  to  Charlemagnp  than  their  ridko- 
lous  fiftion  5,     Thefe  ambafladors  were  mpn  pf  fenfe;  aDd 
having  bpen  treated  with  fome  contempt  in  the  places  thro' 
vrbXch  they  pafTed  in  France,  complained  to  the  emperor  diat 
he  was  leaft  refpefted  in  the  heart  of  his  dominiqns;  opoQ 
which  he  removed  the  governors,  and  fined  the  bi^ops  vfao 
had  a^orded  occafion  for  this  complaint  **. 
Charlc-         The  reftlefs  behaviour  of  Grimoalde,  duke  of  Beneventum, 
inagne      aod  his  continual  intrigues  with  the  Greeks,  induc<^d  Charle- 
fcmpe/s  tie  magne  to  entertain  ferious  thoughts  qf  depriving  him  of  hk 
emptror     duchy,  and  the  Greeks,  of  their  territories,  or,  in  other  words,. 
Nicepbo.  jQ  r^n^jgr  himfelf  the  fole  mafter  qf  Italy  K     He  coaW 
ros  toac'  ^Qj.  conduft  this  defign  of  his  with  fo  much  fecr^fy,  as^t^ 
lim^and  P^^^^^^  ^^5  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  emprefs  Iretie,  ip 
eoneliuU  a  ^^^  ^vx£\x\    woman    of   her  time,   whq  fluttered  herfelf 
feaee.        that  (he  had  more  than  once  over-reached  him  in  n^otia- 
^  j^         tion  ^.    To  prevent  him  therefore,  and  to  fecure  herfelf, 
.  '       ■^'  fke  fent  a  nobleman  of  great  confideration,  to  make  him^ 
propofal  of  marriagq.     Thi$,  Charlemagne,  ^yho  had  d)€n 
been  a  widower  two  years,  and  h^d  a  great  paffion  for  the 
fcx,  very  readily  accepted,  and  fent  two  amb^dors  of  hi$ 
own  tq  conclude  the  terms.     In  this,  therefor<?,  Jrene,  widi 
all  her  flcill,  was  miftaken ;  for  Charlemagne  was  not  to  ic 
outwitted,  fince,  whenever  hp  undertook  any  thiog  qf  im- 
portancie,  he  provided  at  the  fan^e  time  for  the  mcafor« 
which  were  fit  for  him  tq  purfue,  in  cafe  he  did  or  did  not 
iuccced,  which  was  the  great  f^cret  of  his  adminiftration, 
hnd  prevented  its  being  ever  difappoipted  '.     In  this  vc^y  rf* 
fair  he  tookfuch  precautions,  that,  in  all  probability,  ktm, 
whatever  her  firft  defign  might  be  in  the  treaty,  muft  have 
efpoufcd  hiq,  if  by  a  confpiracy,  yndert^kep  and  execute^ 
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in  a  night,  Ihe  had  not  been  depofed  by  NicephoruSy  who  ba- 
niihed  her  to  the  ifland  of  Mitylene^  Yet  this  did  not  bafite 
the  fchemes  of  Charlemagtie,  whofe  preparatioTis  for  war 
^erc  fo  formidable,  that  Nicephorus  found  himfelf  under  the 
neccffity  of  giving  him  the  title  of  Jvgvjius,  and  of  fettling 
the  boundaries  between  the  two  empires  by  a  treaty,  to  his 
fatisfaftion,  though  the  peace  did  not  laft  long  ". 

•  While  Charlemagne  was  thus  employed,  Godfrey ^  king  OhUgti 
pf  the  Danes  or  Normans y  projefted  a  very  dangerous  inva*  alfi  the 
fion  on  his  dominions,   both  by  land  and  fea;  previous  to  ^/>^0/* /if 
which,  by  his  intrigues,  the  Saxons^  for  the  eighth  timei  Norman* 
betook  ihemfelves  to  arms;  but  the  emperor  entered  their  ^f^C/5^ 
country  fo  unexpeftedly,  and  with  fo  great  a  force,  that,  after -^f^**  hofli- 
foftaining  great  lofs,  they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  ",     He '''''"'•  f^ 
puniflied  them  by  tranfporting  many  thoufands  into  Swijer'  ^  ^^''^v^ 
hndy  and  a  much  greater  number  into  Picardy  and  the  Low 
Countries  5  at  the  fame  time  he  removed  the  jibrodites  out  of 

their  own  country  into  Saxony^  which  intirely  broke  the 
.  fpirits  of  the  Saxons,  or  rather  weakened  their  force  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  were  never  afterwards  able  to  rebel  °. 
At  the  fame  time  the  guards  he  pofted  along  the  coafts  be-  A.D.80C. 
haved  ^ith  fuch  vigilance  and  intrepidity,  that  the  Normans^ 
finding  it  impoilible  to  make  any  impreffion,  thought  it  moft 
expedient,  for  their  own  intereft,  to  conclude  a  peace,  which 
Godfrey  once  thought  of  negotiating  in  perfon,  and  to  facili* 
tate  which,  Charlemagne  advanced  with  a  corps  of  troops  to  ^ 

the  Elbe,  Godfrey  came  thither  alfo  with  a.  very  numerous 
body  of  horfe ;  but  fearing,  or  pretending  to  fear,  that  his 
perfon  might  be  fcized,  they  treated  by  deputies,  by  whom  a 
kind  of  convention  was  concluded,  whereby  the  emperor*$ 
fubjcfts  were  reftrained  from  making  incurfions  into  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Normans y  who,  on  the  other  hand,  engaged, 
|hathis  fleets  ftiould  refpeft  the  territories  oi  CbarlemUgne  P. 
An  agreement  founded  in  the  interefts  of  both  parties,  and 
ivhich  (ubiiAed  fo  long  as  they  confidered  thefe  in  the  fame 
%ht.      , 

•  The  emperor  beginning  to  feel  himfelf,  notwithft^nding  Settlts  the 

the  vigour  of  his  conftitution^  by  his  continual  fatigues,  and  4l^ribu' 

by  his  excefTes  in  refp^db  to  women,  much  decayed,  held  an  tlon.of  hU 

aflembly  at  Thion-uilUy  where  he  made  an  authentic  difpofi-  dominiont^ 

tion  of  his  dominions,  by  which  he  gave  Jquitaine  and  Ga/-  ^f  ^^/ 

cony,  together  with  the  Spanijh  marches,  to  his  fon  Lewis  i  r  ' 

Jons* 
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his  Salian  dominions  he  confirmed  ta  Pf^^  tcigetfaer  wA 

the  beft  part  of  Bavaria,  and  the  countries  at  prefent  lobs^ 

^Jbited  by  th«  Gri/bns;  the  countries  in  thole  days  Biied  Nat- 

ftria,  Aufirafiay  and  TTmringia,  were  left  to  Charles ^  who,  as 

the  eldeA»  was  alfo  the  moft  powerful  of  the  threei     In  diis 

infttutnent  all  things  are  very  clearly  expreiledy  and  all  po& 

fible  provifions  made,  to  prevent  difputcs  between  the  three 

-    Toung,  princes,  during  their  lives,  or  with  regard  to  their 

lacceffions,  in  cafe  of  their  deceafe.     This  difpofition  having 

been  publickly  read  in  the  aflembly,  was  fubfcribed  by  the 

emperor*  and  by  the  prindpal  nobility  that  were  pe(ent; 

after  which  it  was  fent  by  his  fecretary  to  Rome,  in  order  to 

Bender  it  more  authentic  by  the  fubfcription  of  the  pope  ^ 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  in  this  inftrament  thdre  is  not  only 

no  notice  taken  of  the  imperial  dignity,  but  alfo^  there  is^ao 

exprefs  refecvation  of  the  fovereign  authority  to  the  emperot 

during  his  life,  as  \v(Al  from  the  three,  kings,  as  irom  al{ 

theii*  refpedive  fubjefts.     The  very  fame  year,  the  two  kings 

of  Aquitaine.  and:  Italy ,  who  bad  been  prefent  in  the  aflem^ 

bly»  returning  into  their  dominions,  obtained  feveral  advan^ 

tages  againft  the  infidels,  whom  Pepin  drove  out  of  Corfica^ 

and  iU'UA/.r  defeated. in  Catalonia  \     Charles  alfo  maderan  ex« 

A  D  806  pcdition  into  Bohemia^  where  he  defeated  a  tribe  of  the  Scla* 

'  pqnians^  that  bad  rebelled  and  killed  their  duke.     In  th« 

winter  airrived  at  Jix  la  ChapeUe^  from  that  great  prince 

whom  the  French  ftile  monarch  oiPerJia,  and  who  makes  fo 

great  figure  in'  oriental  authors  under  the  name  of  the  Elha- 

lif  Aaron,  al  Rafchid;  feveral  ambafladors,  who  were  kindly 

received,  aiid  moft  magnificently  entertained :  amongft  thdf 

prefents  was  a  clock,  the  firft  ever  feen  in  France  *• 

Sy  bis  The  next  year  Lewis,  king  of  Aguitaine,  found  himi^ 

««;£/>  and  involved  in  a  war  Avith  the  Moors  in  Catalonia^  which  hd 

firm  con-   managed  with  indifferent  fucccfs,  and  was,  atthefamettme^ 

dua  the     embarrafled:  with  feveral  fquadrons  of  Nornmn  pirates  upon 

J^l^'  his  coafts  ;  bait,  having  received  early  intelligence  of  thefd 

Tirates^^  from  his  father,  he  took  fuch  precautions  for  the  fecurity  of 

'are  kept    his  coafts,,  that  they  were  able  to  give  his'  fubjefts  but  little 

from  mak'  trouble  ^     As  we  have  already  ufed  this  word  often,  and 

ing  anyim  A^^H  be  obliged  to  repeat  it  frequently,  it  is  requifite  to  ob* 

frrjjians.    ferve,  that  we  comply  in  this  with  the  French  hiftorians,  wlth^ 

in  the  compafs  of  this  period,  who  ftile  all  the  northern 

nations,  without  diftiaftion,  IShrmans'^,  nor  is  it  of  any  ^on* 

fequence  to  hiftory,  or  at  leaft  to  this  part  of  our  hiftory,  to 
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iaqmre  minuytely  iT^to  tWs  mattei:,  fin<?e  tha  ufags  ^  ^efe 

tiia^s  makes  it  aecefl^ry  to  ufe  the  term;  the  fenfe  erf"  which^ 

once  fettled,  can  lead  us.  into  no  miftake.     Tj'here  happqned^ 

about  this  period,  fort^p  new  broils  ia  Italy,  which  hiftorians 

attribute  to  the  Venetians^  who,  by  the  laft  treaty,  were  left 

to  live  under  their  own  lawi  and  their  own  dukes,  but,  at 

the  fa4nc  tinxe,  were  to  reader  juft  homage  to.both  Qrupiresi 

virhich,  as  they  fpund  it  difficult  to  do,  and  wera  defirous  of 

independency,  they  conceived  it  their  intereft  to  embarraft 

then^  in  new  difputes.     Pope  Leo,  who  foreiaw  the  c^nfo* 

quences  of  their  intrigues,  judged  it  requifite  to  ma)^e  a 

journey  intp  Francs,  to  give  the  emperor  a  right  id^  of  th^ 

ftate  of  things  in  Italy.     In  confequence  of  his  informatioas> 

Charlemagne  fcnt  inftruftions  to  his  fon  Pef^n,  tq  keep. his 

naval  force  in  conAant  order,  as  the  moll  efie^ual  means  tp 

preferve  the  peace  of  his  dominions;  and  it  was  by  following 

this  advice  cxaftly,  that  he  repelled  both  the  Moors  and  tlie 

Greeks,  as  often  as  they  gave  him  any  difturbance  ".    In  lUie  A.D.Spj. 

manAer  Charlemagne  covered  th^  reft  pf  h^  exteniive  ter ritQ- 

ries,  having  ports  at  the  mautbs  of  all  coi]^iiderable  rivers  w, 

^uardftiips  on  the  coails,  fortifications^  along  the  (hore,  and 

a  miTitia  properly  difpofed  for  tl^e  def^nccof  thefe  fortifier*? 

tions.  . 

It  quickly  appeared  that  the  emperor  had  judged  rightly  'f'^f^ 
pf  the  precautions  neceflary  againft  tjie  Normans.     Their     .^V^  ^* 
king  Godfrey,  tho'^  as  we  fhall  fee  in  its  proper  place,  the  q'^'^^^^ 
Norman  nation^  g^ve  him  another  name,  hs^d  thccdurage  not  f^j„p  ^yj^^ 
pnly  to  break  again  with  the  French,  but  to  projeft  and  to  Danes  or 
undertake  a  war  of  continuance.    He  began  with  making  an  Nor- 
irruptipn  into  the  country  of  the  Jbodrites,  than  whom  no  mans,«M;if« 
German  nation  had  ev^r  more  fteadily  adhered  toCharlemagne,  prtmes  a 
,  4nd  not  only  drove  Traficon,  one  of  their  dukes,  out  of  his/'"''"'^^? 
dominions,  but  alfo  caiifed  another,  whofe  name,  was  Go(h-  ^nemj* 
Ijfibe,  whom  by  fome  mean?  or  other  he  got  into  his  hands,    v 
\o  be  hanged  up,  merely  for  oppofing  his  paflage:  after, 
which  he  reduced  a  great  traft  of  country,  and  had  certainly 
puted  his  conqueft§  much  farther,  if  the  emperor  had  not 
ordered  his  eldeft  fon  Charles  to  advance,  with  a  great  army, 
towards  the  Elbe  ?.     This  had  the  efFeft  that  was  expefted ,; 
'  for  xht^Normans,  who^  ^qi  the  courfe  of  the  campaign,  had 
bought  his  viftories  dear,  retired  into  his  own  dominions, 
where  he  (hewed  bo.th  his  fpirit  and  fkill,  by  providing  at 
the  fame  time,   with  equal  vigilance,  for  the  def(?nce  of  his 
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owa  dominioosy  and  for  a  freAi  irrnption  into  thofe  of  the 
emperor  ia  the  fpring ;  while  prince  Charles^  having  ereftol 
a  fortfefs  upon  the  Elbe,  at  or  near  the  place  where  Hem- 
burgh  is  now  (ituatedy  returned  and  put  his  troops  into  win- 
ter qnarters  '.  Lewis ^  king  of  Jjuitaine^  made  another  ex« 
pedition  in  perfon  againft  the  7>f<wrx,  from  whom  he  recovered 
feveral  places ;  Pepin,  king  of  Italy,  with  the  afliftance  of 
his  father's  fquadrons,  reprefled  bo^h  the  Moors  and  the 
Greeks,  and  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  Venetians,  by 
their  general's  being  averfe  to  making  war  by  fea,  in  pericMi. 
This  year,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  emperor  and  the  pope, 
JEdulf,  king,  of  Northumberland,  who  had  been  dethroned 
and  driven  out  of  his  kingdom  by  his  fubjefts,  was  reftored  *; 
the  emperor,  through  his  whole  reign,  holding  a  fair  cor* 
refpondence  with  the  Saxon  kings  in  Britain. 

In  the  fpring  there  was  a  negotiation  for  peace,  between 
*^f/softhe  ^he  emperor  and  the  king  erf"  the  Normans,  which  was  broke 
nvar.ofheroff  by  the  latter;  and  upon  Char  lemagne*s  threatening,  for  fo 
incidents,  it  was  in  effeft,  to  come  and  fettle  thefe  difputes  on  his  fron- 
tiers, Godfrey  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  poffibly  he  might 
fave  him  that  trouble,  by  coming  with  an  army  to  the  gates 
of  Atx  la  Chapelle  *.  He  was  indeed  the  moft  formidabie 
enemy  that,  in.  thecourfe  of  his  long  reign,  the  emperor 
had  to  deal  with ;  who  notwithftanding  prevented  his  mak* 
ing  the  irruption  he  intended,  by  fending  count  Egbert,  with 
a  numerous  army,  on  the  other  fide  the  Elbe,  while  duke 
Traficon,  at  the  head  of  his  own  fubjefl:s>  the  Saxons,  and 
other  vaflals  of  the  empire,  recovered  the  country  he  had 
conquered  the  preceding  year,  and  gave  him  full  employ- 
ment at  home.  The  Greeks  made  a  defcent  not  far  from 
Ravenna,  with  an  intent  to  befiege  the  city  of  Gomachio,  but 
were  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  their  ftiips.  Thd 
Moors  alfo  made  a  defcent  upon  Corjica,  and  ravaged  a  great 
part  of  the  ifls^nd  **.  In  ^^Spaitif  the  king  of  Aquitaine  at- 
tempted the  recovery  of  Tor  to/a,  which  had  been  furprized 
in  the  winter,  without  efFeft,  and  one  of  his  generals  was 
alfo  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Huefca  «.  In  the  mean  time 
Charlemagne  held  a  council  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  with  all  the 
flate  of  a  Chriftian  emperor,  in  which  he  (hewed  great  zeal 
for  the  doftrine  and  difcipline  of  the  church.  He  fpent  alfa 
no  fmall  portion  of  his  time  in  reviling  the  feveral  codes  of 
Jaws,  by  which  his  fubjefts,  in  different  pjirts  of  his  empire, 
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*weire  governed,  and  liiacie  fudh  alterations  in  them  as  he 
thonght  neceflary;  for  he  perfifted  in  his  maxim  of  gbVcrn- 
iog  every  nation  by  their  own  lafjrs,  without  making  any 
changes,  bnt  thpfe  that  were  abfolutely  requifite  fpr  their 
own  benefit  d.  He  likewife  heard  the  reports  that  were  made 
to  him  by  the  governors  of  provinces,  and  fuch  as  adminifter- 
cd  juftice.  He  heard  alfo  the  complaints  of  all  fuch  as 
held  themfelves  aggrieved,  whether  laity  or  clergy,  and  had 
fct  times  for  receiving  and  anfwering  petitions*  It  is  very 
wonderful  that,  with  all  ihefe  great  affairs  upon  his  hands^ 
he  (hould  6nd  leifure  to  colledl,  as  he  did,  all  the  old  poems 
and  hiftorical  fongs,  relating  to  the  exploits  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  which  he  did  with  a  view  to  a  complete  hiftory  of  the 
monarchy;  and  it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  pofterity,  that 
thcfe  colleftions  are  diflipated  and  gone  •.  It  is  the  fureft 
mark  of  an  univerfal  genius  that  it  finds  time  for  all  things. 
Charlemagne's  dominions  were  more  extended  than  thofe  of 
any  Chriftian  monarch,  and  yet  they  were  lefs  extenfive  than 
his  capacity. 

Things  at  the  opening  of  the  year  had  but  an  unpleafant  <rL  r     r 
tfpeft.    The  officer  who  commanded  in  the  marches  of  SJ>ain  ^  ^  f^E^ 
dying,  the  Moorifb  governor  of  Saragojfa  and  Huefca  eafily^^^JJ^  ^ 
over-ran  them,  more  efpecially  as  he  pretended  to  hold  them  Aquitaine 
as  a  vafEil  of  the  empire.     The  Gafcons  likewife  began  to  ando/ltst^ 
.  murmur,  and  to  pay  Kttle  or  no  obedience  to  king  Lewis :  ly,  againfl 
the  party  of  the  Creeks  alfo  became  the  ftrongeft  in  Italy  ;  fl^^  Moort 
and  this  obliging  Pepin  to  withdraw  fome  of  his  forces  out  ^^^ 
of  the  iflands,    the  Moors  took  the  advant«nge,  and  in  a  ^''*^'^** 
Ihort  fpace  of  time  made  themfdves  mafters  of  the  befl  part 
of  Corjtca  ^     To  heighten  this  gloomy  profpeft,  the  whole 
north  was  in  motion,  to  put  it  out  of  the  emperor's  power  to 
fend  either  of  his  fons  the  fuccours  which  the  Situation  of 
thdr  afi^rs  required.     Charlemagne,  however,  without  being 
difconcerted,    applied    himfelf  with  vigour   to  difpofe  all 
things  on  every  fide  for  the  fupport  of  his  government ;  and ^ 
while  he  was  thus  employed,  the  cloud  gradually  difpellcd. 
*>  Lewis y  king  of  Jquitaine,  entered  the  rough  country  of  the 
Gafcons  with  a  well  appointed  araiy,  from  which,  as  they 
were  not  able  to  jrefift,  they  fled,  but  with  a  full  rcfoIuti©n 
to  attack  his  rear,  upon  his  return  out  of  ^/^m.   ,Z.^wz>toolc 
no  pains  to  purfue ;  but,  having  taken  a  fingle  man,  caufed 
him  to  be  hanged  up,  and  declared  his  refolution  to  treat  all 
in  the  fame  manner  who  did  not  fubmit  S.     He  feized  their 
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old  men^  together  with  the  women  and  children,  as  hofhgcs, 
for  the  fafety  of  his  troops  in  their  return.    Having  recovered 
the  frontiers  from  the  Moors^  he  repaiTed  the  mountains,  with- 
out any  lofs,  upon  which  the'CaJcons  thought  it  their  intc- 
ireft  to  fubmit.     Pspin  had  the  like  fuccefs  againft  his  ene- 
mies, infomoch  that  Nicephorus  judged  it  expedient  to  fend 
imballadbrs  to  Charlemagne,  with  whom  they  concluded  a 
peace.     But  it  was  otherwife  with  refpeft  to  Godfrey^  king 
of  the  Normans t  againft  whom  the  emperor  provided,  as  he 
had  done  formerly,  by  caufitig  a  numerous  army  to  pafs  the 
^Ihe^  and  advancing  feveral  other  corps  towards  the  froa- 
tiers  J". 
Godfrey,       That  king,  who  was  not  inferior  to  Charlemagne  in  mar- 
^ing  of  the  ^^il  abilities,  having  left  a  confiderable  army  to  fupport  the 
Normans,  Sclavonians,  with  proper  inftruftions  how  to  aft,  embarked 
fttoiis  a     his  bell  troops  on  board  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  fail,  and,  be- 
dangerous  fore  the.  emperor  had  any  intelligence  of  his  defign,  attacked 
irruption^  the  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  Friezland,  reduced  them,  and 
/*>»"  ^-^   then  made  a  defcent,  with  all  his  troops,  upon  the  continent. 
/4rfiMfed.  Yj^g  French  and  t'le  Fri/ons,  that  is,  the  marine,   militia, 
and  the  natives,  ailembled  as  great  a  force  as  they  could  to 
oppofe  hispaflage;  but  Godfrey  having  attacked  and  defeated 
them,  ftruck  the  adjacent  provinces  with  a  general  cpnilerua- 
iion  ^      Charlemagne  aflembled  all  the  troops   he  could^ 
which  v^ere  not  very  confiderable  upon  the  Rhine,  in  ordc? 
to  make  head  againft  this  bold  invader ;  but,  when  he  expelled 
i  decifive  battle,  he  had  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  their  conquefts,  and  were  embarking  on  board 
their  fleet.     This  ftrange  turn  was  occafioned  by  the  affaiB- 
fiation  of  Godfrey,  by  one  of  his  guards.     His  ion  was  of  a 
different  temper ;  his  firft  care  was  to  acquaint  Charkmagrui 
that  he  was  fincerely  difpofed  to  peace ;  he  affured  him,  in 
^  return,  that  he  had  the  fame  inclination ;  upon  which  a  cef* 

fatipn  of  arrps  enfued,  the  conferences  being  deferred  to  thfi 
faring  ^,  Tlve  fatisfaftion  he  received  from  hence  was  rery 
much  qualified  by  the  death  of  his  beloved  daughter,  tbff 
princefs  Rotrude,  and  by  that  of  Pepin,  king  of  Italy,  who,' 
.  with  great  courage  and  abilities,  had  a  profound  refpcft,  and 
a  ihoil  tender  affcftibn  for  his  father.  He  left  behind  him  i 
fon,  Bernard,  and  five  daughters.  The  emperor  exprefled 
A. D.  8^10.  nxore  grief  tha:n  fooie  thought  confiftent  with  his  dignity ;  but 
Charles  was  none  of  thofe  heroes  who  are  unafFefted  by  the 
fofter  pafirons,*or  of  thofe  politicians  who  thought  itfeq«i' 
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£te  to  dUTemble  them.  He  wept  for  his  fon^  and,  at  die 
fame  time,  he  declared  Bernard,  tho*  an  infant,  and  a  hatu- 
•ral  {on,  king  of  Italy  K  In  this  it  feems  he  had  the  confent 
and  concurrence  of  Lewis ,  king  of  Jpdtaine,  upon  which  be 
very  much  depended. 

The  fprmg  opened  with  the  n^ottations  with  the  new  ^^^  erkpe*- 
king  of  the  Normans^  and  a  coi^eis  was  held  in  Jutland^  ^^^  ^^fi' 
at  which  twelve  mincers  from  each  of  the  monarchs  aififted,  ^"  ^^'fi 
who  concluded  a  folid  peace.     This  did  not  hinder  the  em- ^7    1 
peror  from  fending  two  numerous  armies,  one  on  the  other  ^^^/^ 
fide  the  Elbe^  the  other  into  Panonia,  to  fettle  a  difputse  be-^  moficfhh 
tween  the  Ituns  and  the  Sdavonians  :  at  the  fame  time,  vl  enemies  in^ 
third  marched  into  Bretagne,  where  they  put  an  end  to  fome  dined  i9 
fiirs  that  had  happened,  when  the  emperor's  afiairs  were/ea^^^ 
thought  to  be  in  bad  pofture.     In'^the  mean  time,  Charles 
went  in  perfon  to  fee  all  things  reftored  on  the  fea  coaft ;  and 
having  pafled  as  far  as  Bohgne^  caufed  the  port  to  be  forufied, 
made  it  a  capital  ftation  tor  one  of  his  fquadrons,  and  ereft- 
«d  a  noble  pharos,  to  prevent  any  accident  by  velTels  entering 
in  the  night  «.     At  his  return   te  Aix  la  ChapelUy  he  met 
with  a   new  mortification,  in  the  death  of  his  eldeft  fon 
-Charles.     His  graadfon,  Bernardy  going  into  Italy ^  under  the 
the  diredVion  of  count  fVallon,  found  ail  things  in  great  con<* 
lufion,  the  Moors^  both  of  j^frica  and  Spain,  being  rdidy  to 
inakea  d^fcent  on  ^xzr^i/iia  and  Cornea,  and  Crmoalde,  duloe 
•of  Beneventum,  in  arms.     In  Sardinia,  where  the  Moors  ac- 
tually landed,  they  met  with  fuch  a^  reception,  as  left  them 
-nolnclination  to  try  their  fortune  in  Corfica  »•     Count  fFal» 
Ion  marched  Into  the  dominions  of  Grimoalde,  and  gave  hidi 
fb  fevere  a  check,  that  he  was  glad  to  fubmit,  aad  to  pay  ati 
annual  tribute  of  twenty-five  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  as  the 
'*price  of  his  folly.     The  emperor  Nicephorus  being  killed,  and 
His  fon  depofed,  Michael,  his  fon-in-laW,  who  mounted  the 
throne,  renewed  the  peace  with  Charlemagne,  and  fent  hte       ' 
ambafladors  to  Aix  la  Chapelle  xe  aflure  him  of  his  cordiad 
friendftiip :    as  a  proof  of  it,  they  ftudied  in  their  haraaguas 
to  give-him'all  the  titles  annexed  to  the  imperial  dignity,  fo 
thatflQw  his^  dominions  were  on  every  fide  at  peace,  which 
'  the  Moors,  after  their  late  defeat,  were  glad  to  renew  <>* 

As  the  emperor  was  now  towards  feventy,  had  been  fx|r  Jf&  afod* 
'fome  years  infirm,  and  was  particularly  fubjeft  to  the  gout,  ates  his 
of  .which  he  bad  a  very  fevere  fit  in  the  winter,  he  bent  his  only/ur^ 

^  £ginari>.  vit.  Caroli^nag.  ^  Moxiachus  Saxigallen- 

'S.s.<i|P  rebus  BeU^is  Carol!  magni^.  Chron.  var.  antiq.        ^  £aj* 
i»**o,  Anntk     ^      •'  Tutor  HAN.  ChrQttograph. 
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vi-difgg  thoughts  intirely  to  the  prefcrvatioa  of  thofe  adt^ntages  to 
/on  Lewis,  his  fubjafts  after  his  demlire,  which  it  had  beea  the  ftudy  and 
^^g  of^'  the  eadeavour  of  his  whole  life  .to  procure.  He  judged  it 
qaitaine,  ^jje  fhorteft  method  for  this  purpofe,  to  aflbciate  his  only 
in  the  tmr  f^^  j>u;/j  ia  the  empire.  With  this  view  he  fent  for  hiia 
'"*'•  to  court,  where  a  general  aflembly  was  held  of  the  prelates 

and  nobility  throughout  his  dominions,  with  whom  he  coa- 
fulted  upon  this  occaiion,  and  who  chearfuUy  and  onaoif 
moufly  gave  their  confcnt  P.  On  the  day  fixed  for  the  cere- 
mony, Charlemagne^  invefled  with  all  the  e.nfigns  of  the  im* 
perid  dignity,  and  attended  by  the  great  officers  of  his  houfe- 
hoid,  went  with  his  fon,  in  ftate,  to  the  chirrch  or  chapel 
whidihe  had  built,  and  from  which  the  city  of  ^/jp  derives 
the  diftipftion  of  la  Chapelle,  There  they  both  ptefented 
themfclver  before  the  high  altar,  where,  after,  having  fpent 
fome  time  in  prayer,  the  emperor  told  his  fon,  that  being  by 
birth  called  to  that  high  dignity,  it  fliould  be  the  bufinefs  dF 
his  life  to  endeavour  to  difcharge  it  worthily.  In  order  to 
this,  he  recommended  to  him  a  ferious  zeal  for  religion; 
charged  him  to  look  upon  the  prelates  as  his  fathers,  and 
upon  the  people  as  his  children;  exhorted  him  to  be  idad  to 
his  relations,  gentle  in  his  adminidration,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  ftcady  and  firm  in  the  execution  of  juftice:  he  added, 
^that  he  ftiould  be  ever  ready  to  reward  merit,  fhould  prefer 
his  nobility  gradually,  ufe  great  deliberation  in  the  choice 
of  minifters ;  but,  when  once  chofen,  never  remove  theai 
frorp  caprice,  or  fupport  theto  when  clearly  convifted  of 
crimes.  He  then  a(ked  him,  if  he  was  willing  to  govern  in 
this  manner  I  Lewis  anfwered,  that  he  efteemed  it  his  greateS 
felicity  to  obey  his  commands,  and  that  his  memory  fliould 
never  let  flip  his  counfel.  The  emperor  ordered  him  tberi 
t©  take  a  rich  crown,  which  was  fet  for  that  purppfe  on  the 
high  altar,  and  fet;  it  on  his  own  head ;  and  after  divine  fcr- 
iice  was  performed,  they  returned  to  the  palace  ^.  In  a  feW 
datys  Levjis  returned  intp  Aquitaine,  where  his  prefence  waf 
fequifite ;  and  Charlemagne  caufed,  the  fame  year,  council 
to  be  held  at  ArleSy  Rheims^  Mentz,  ToiirSy  and  at  ChahnS, 
^ti  the  Saorne^  being  very  defirous  that  all  things  Ihould 
be  reduced  into  the  beft  order  poflible  while  he  was  yet  Hiic 
{D),     He  likewife  renewed  the  peace  with  the  Normans i 

P  Annales  Rerum  Fraticc'rCirfi.  ^  Vit.  Itfdfovici   Pii.* 

(D)  The  ma^tiificenre  of  where  he  was  attended  by  hif 
'  Charkmagne  appeared  in  the-  vafTals,  prelat65,  governots  bf 
4iyets,  ^ojf   gb.ieral   a: 'em,  lies,  'pfovrrces,   and' all  who*  hci^ 


'Who  had  lately  a  new  'king.  The  Moors  had  broken  ilite 
.  peafce  lately  concluded  kt  their  bWn  tSequeft,  and  having  no 
other  "^far  upon  his  hands,  Charles  employed  the  nav^l  fdrcte 
of  his  empire  to  make  them  fenfible  of  theiir  perfidy,  ift 
whith  he  was  very  fuccefsful,  tho'  at  firfl:  they  did  fomc  mif* 


t6(i 
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great  employments  under  him. 
"  We  areiakn  to  fappoie  that  ihefe 
were  always  preient ;  but  when 
this   duty  was  omitted  it  was 
by    the    emperor's  permiilion^ 
■  and  thofe  that    were  excufed 
fent  their  agents  or  deputies, 
qualified  to  give  the  emperor 
nich    informations  as  he    re- 
quired.    At  thefe  feafons  of 
feftivity  he  appeared  in  all  his 
Imperial  ornaments,  and    re- 
ceived prefents  from    alL  the 
members,  of    the     aflembly, 
which,   in    fucceeding    times, 
were  fiiled  free  gifts.     In  thefe 
aHemblies    thole     laws    were 
made  which  were  intituled  C^z- 
'pitiilarsy  of  which  We  have  a 
complete  cbllc^ion  e5ctant,  and 
^ppe^r  to  iiave  been  all  made 
hf  tHe  advice,  and  with  the 
a^ent,  of  the  nobility  and  pre- 
lates affifting.      Some  of  the 
vailals  or  princes  of  barbaroas 
nations,  and  fome  of  the  great 
fords  in  Itaty^  held  their  eftates 
by   hei'editary  right;  but  the 
dukes  and  counts  among  the 
Prench  Were    officers,  rcmove- 
dble  at  his  |>leafure,    and  he 
was  equally  cautious  in  dif^ 
placing  them,   and  in  giving 
t^eir    hot)6urs  to^  their  fons. 
For  the  young  nobility,  they 
ivere  generally  bred  up  at  his 
court,   and  under  his  eye,  fo 
tTiat  he  was  better  acquainted 
with  their  inclinadons  and  ca- 
*^acJtres  than  their  parents,  and 
he  preferred  them  accordingly, 
f»urfuant  to  his  own  maxim, 
that  lands  were  to  be  inherited, 
but  that  honours  and  employ- 

MoD.  Hist.  Vol.  XXm. 


ments  were  the  re^Vard  Of  merit*. 
At  thefe  feafons  the  time  was 
fpent  in  bu^nefs  and  diver-  , 
fiobs  6f  every  kind,  in  which 
the  emperor  was  veiy  indul- 
gent. At  other  times  he  was 
meded  in  his  drefs,  frugal  athi^ 
table,  and  a  declared  enemy  to 
luxury,  as  appears  from  his 
fumptuai-y  laws,  which  were 
very  ftrift,  and  from  the  fol- 
lowing odd  inftance,  iharper 
than  any  law.  He  obferved 
the  nobility  about  him  dreiled 
one  winter  in  very  £ne  fiUc 
robes,  lined  with  fur  of  great 
price.  He  carried  them  with 
him  to  hunt  one  rainy  morning, 
through  woods,  and  other 
places;  and,  when  they  canie 
in,  permitted  nobody  to  change 
their  habits,  faying,  they  Would 
dry  better  by  the  fire,  which 
ihfivelled  all  the  torn  fnrs>  and 
fpoiled  theln  entirely,  Thrt 
next  morning  he  diredled  they 
fliould  appear  in  the  cloathi 
they  wore  the  day  before. 
When  the  court  was  pretty  full^ 
"  What  a  tattered  company 
'*  have  I  about  me,'*  faid  he  > 
"  while  my  fhe^p  fkin  cloak'» 
"  which  I  turn  this  way  or  that 
"  as  the  weather  fits,  is  ndt  at 
"  all  the  worfe  for  ycfterday  s 
"  wear.  For  fhame,  learn  to 
"  drefs  like  men,  and  let  the 
"  world  judge  of  your  ranks  - 
"  from  your  merit,  not  from " 
**  your  habit :  leave  filks  and 
"  finery  to  women,  or  to  thofe 
"  days  of  pomp  and  ceremony, 
**  when  robes  are  wore  for 
**  Ihcw,  and  not  for  ufc." 
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chief  by  inTading  the  condaent,  a&d  the  coaft  of  Itdy. 
A  .D.  8 1 3  •  There  happened  a  new  revola  tion  ia  the  Greek  emfwre,  -whidi, 
however,  did  not  alter  the  harmony  which  had  been  kieiy 
re-eftabliftied,  the  new  emperor  being  as  defirous  of  jwnefenr- 
ing  it  as  his  predeceflbr  had  been,  and  for  that  purpofe  dif- 
patched  ambafladors  to  Charlemagne^  who  did  not  arrive  nil 
after  his  deceafe  ^. 
ne  death  About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  January y  at  his  com- 
^Charle- ing  out  of  the  bath,  the  emperor  felt  himtelf  feverifti;  he 
magne.  was  always  averfc  to  phyfic,  believing  cxercife  the  beft  means 
of  preferving,  and  abftinence  the  fureft  way  of  recovering, 
health.  His  maxim  failed  him  on  this  occafidn,  for  in  three 
or  four  days  his  difeafe  became  a  pleurify,  and  from  this  time 
he  applied  himfelf  only  to  prepare  for  his  great  change;  on 
the  27  th  he  fell  into  an  agony,  and  on  the  28  th,  feeling  his 
ftrength  quite  exhaufted,  he  faid  with  a  low  voice.  Into  th^ 
hands y  Lord,  I  commend  my  fptrity  and  fo  immediately  ex- 
pired, in  the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age,  the  fbrty-fcYenth 
of  his  reign,  the  forty-third  from  his  conqueft  of  Italy ^  and 
the  fourteenth  from  his  being  crowned  emperor  *.  He  made 
a  new  will,  as  a  private  man,  by  which  he  diftributed  his 
treafures  ^mongft  his  children,  and  to  feveral  churches 
throughout  all  parts  of  his  dominions.  He  gave  no  direc- 
tions as  to  the  place  erf"  his  burial,  and  therefore  thofe  about 
him  caufed  his  corpfe  to  be  interred  in  the  church  of  j^ix  la. 
Cha^lle^  and  erefted  a  tomb,  coverisd  by  a  triumphal-  arcb, 
with  a  fliort  and  modeft  epitaphs  He  was  moftflncerely 
,  regretted  by  his  fubjefts  of  all  ranks,  but  more  efpecially  by 

thofe  who  were  neareft  his  perfon,  with  whom  he  lived  in 
great  familiarity,  being  one  of  the  few  princes  who  could 
enter  into  the  companionable  pleafures  of  private  life,  with- 
out prejudice  to  his  dignity.  His  application  to  public  affairs 
was  very  great  and  very  conftant ;  he  was  very  eafy  of  access, 
and  fcarce  thought  any  thing  too  mean  for  his  notice;  but  he 
was  for  from'  being  fufpicious,  credulous,  or  cruel.  By  xh% 
mildnefs  of  his  government  he  acquired  the  aflfeftion  of  his 
fubje^s,  but  kept  his  vaflals  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty, ' 
by  never  fuffering  them  to  tranfgr^fs  it  with  impunity.  'He 
rewarded  all  fervices  fpeedily  and  iuitably ;  and,  in  order  to 
this,  he  rarely  beftowed  more  than  one  office  upon  the  fame 
man.  He  had  his  failings ;  and,  amongft  thefe,  the  greateft 
was  indulgence  to  the  failings  of  others ;  for  he  would  no% 

'  Thbofh.  Chronograph.  »  Adon.  Chron.         «  Ect- 

;« A  no.  vita  Carol!  mag. 
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paai/h  ia  his  neighbour  the  liberties  he  took  hioi/elf  »*  Iii 
a  word,  he  was  extrem^y  amiable  in  his  private  Hfe^  as  well 
as  very,  iliuftrious  in  his  public  diarafter;  and  this  we  may 
fay  with  the  greater  aflurance,  finee  we  have  very  ample  me-* 
moirs  of  his  life,  written  by  his  feeretary^  as'  well  as  fouMBl 
other  pieces  by  cotemporary  writers; 

S  E  C  T.    IV* 

The  Reigns  of  Lewis  the  Geritlci  Chdrki  the  fiald, 

"  Lewis  the   Stamtnerer,    Emperors  ahd'  ^inp  of 

France-,  Lewis  4;^^  Carloman,  Kings\  and  Chz,v\t% 

the  Grofs,.  lEmperot  and  Kingt  or  Regent  of  Ffahcc* 

AT  the  time  of  his  rather^s  death,  Lewis^  king  of  Jqui-  CohJu^ cf 
*^  tainey  held  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates  of  his  dominions^. I^cwis  at 
which  hefpeedily  difmifled,  in  order  to  comply  with  thede-  ^«  «»- 
fires  of  the  nobility,  who  thought  his  prefence  requifite  at  f^a^ce  on 
J^x  la  Ghapelle  (A).     His  territories  were  of  a  vaft  extent,  ^*'  ^^^* 

and  ^'Z*^^'^* 

"  Adok.  Ghron* 


(A)  Lenjou^  the  yOungeft  fon 
of  QharUmagnet  who  attaitied 
Ibe  age  of  ^nanhood;  was 
Crowned  king^  and  fent  into 
Aquitaine^  when  a  child  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  yeari  of 
agr.  He  was  educated  with 
^at  care  and  ilri^nefs:  h^ 
UBdcrftood  the  Greek  well,  and 
wrot^  and  fpoke  the  Latin 
tongue  coiredly  and  eloquent*' 
ly*  He  was  no  lefs  adroit  in 
his  ex^rdfes ;  To  that  there  was  • 
not  a  better  horfeman,  a  better 
archer,  or  one  who  handled  a 
lance  with  a  better  air  than  he 
in  his  whole  dominions.  He 
was  tall  and  ftrohg,  thoo^h  not' 
cither  fo  tall  or  robufl  as  hh 
father:  hi&  countenance  wa$ 
high'coloured,  and  '  his  afpedt 
always  ferious.  He  fell  into 
feme  Ucenfes  in  his  youth,  ^nd 
had  one  jsatural  fon,  AvmU^  to 


whom  he  gaVe  thfe  ctiufity  of 
^en$\    but  he  reformed  early 
and  fincierely,  became  very  re- 
ligious, and  not  only  exa^  but 
audere  in  his  nioralsi     His  fa- 
ther feint  for  hini  frequently  t<l 
court,  iriftruAed  him  iri  the  irt ' 
of  go^erniAent,  carried  him  td 
the  wars,  arid  laboured  t0  iii- 
fpire  him  with  fefttiments  fuiC- 
able  to  his  condittod,  in  which 
he  did  not  altogether  fucceed. 
His   adminiHration,    however, 
in  Aqidtamey  aftdr  he  cslme  Xb 
years  of  difcretio'n,  was  fuch  a« 
gained  him  very  high  reputa» 
tion.     The  regiilari^  of  his 
maiiners    procured    hiiA    thd 
furname  o?f  Fioks,     His  atten* ' 
tioki  to  his  domain,   and  tK« 
frugal  management  of  his  revc-  * 
noes,  enabled 'him  to  live  ^ith" 
all  the  fplendor  of  aprit)Ce»' 
and.  at  the  fame;  tim<r,  wbultl 
M  2  liarc 


$f  the  and  denuinded  all  the  atteudoQ  that  could  be  given,  eveobf 
nveflern  a  prince  of  the  mc^  extenfive  genius :  Itt^  indeed  had  beea 
«^'>^»  beftotx^i  upon  his  nephew  Bernard^  the  ton  of  Pepin,  upon 
whom  Jjnvis  had  no  other  claim  than  that  of  homage;  but 
befides  the  andent  kingdoms  of  Auftrafta^  Neufiria,  and 
Burgundy f  Levels  held  in  Spain,  whal:  are  new  ftiled  the 
countries  of  Navarre^  Arragm^  and  Catalonia.  In  Cer^ 
many^  beyond  the  i?^iV»  he  Eeld  all  the  country  of  SaxoHy^ 
the  Upper  and  Lo^er  Panonia,  Dacia  on  the  north  fide  ^ 
Dannie^  Ifiria^  Croatiay  Dahnaiia,  atui  a  good  part  6f  th$ 
country  now  Ailed  Poland  ^    In  his  paflage  to  j^ijc  la  Cha- 

*  Eginard.  vita  Caroli  mag. 


liave  kept  hi«  coffers  full,  if 
his  charity  and  liberality  had 
not  foiind  other  ufes  for  his 
money .  He  gave  with  his  own 
hands,  and  with  fo  good  a 
grace,  that  from  thence  he  was 
ftiled  the  Dfbtinnairf,  He 
fouqd  his  country  full  of  dif- 
crders,  and  in  the  worftcondi- 
tion  poflible*  the  nobility  head- 
fironz,  haughty,  and  opprefiive ; 
th(  clergy  proud,  igaor^t,  and 
I^wd ;  the  coaunon  people  la- 
%y,  indigent,  and  prone  to  all 
f^rts  of  vices.  He  brought  a- 
bput  a  general  and  wonderful 
leformation,  and  that  by  his 
own  example  and  authority. 
He  applied  himfslf  to  govern-* 
m^t,  as  a  profeffion  to  which 
1^  was  called  by  Providence  r 
he  ^dminjflered  jufiice  deadily 
apd  ftridly  :  he  puQiflied  bat 
reludlantly,  and  without  feve- 
lity :  he  rewarded  liberally, 
apd  avowedi  fatisfa£lion»  Hist 
father  fent  commifTaries  to  in- 
fpe£l  his  behaviour;  and  their 
repprt  was  fqch,  that  the  em- 
peror <ouId  not.  help  borfUng 
out  into  this  exclamation ; 
^  Let  us  give  thanks  to  God,. 
*'  for  having  givea  us  a  fon 
*'  wifer  than  ourfelves !"  There 
was  Uax^%  a  gri^yaacf  known 


in  his  whole  dominions.*  His 
only  fault  was  his  being  over 
religious,  which  inclined  hin 
to  follow  the  example  of  his 
uncle  Carlotnan^  and  induced 
him  to  think  of  retiring  into  a 
convent.  This  was  very,  dii^ 
agreeable  to  Cbarlesj  who  re. 
monftrated  to  him,  with  foxx^t 
degree  ti  heat,  that  Providence 
had  called  him  to  another  kind 
of  life;  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
refped  that  call,  and  that  he 
ought  to  think  of  ferving  God 
a^  4  prince,  and  not  as  a  monk. 
He  afterwards  came  ta  diC 
oern  that  his  father  was  ia 
the  right ;  and  it  had  been  hap- 
py for  him  if  he  had  difcemcd 
it  fooaer,  and  underflood  is 
better.  We  have  fhewn  in  the 
text,  in  what  manner  he  was 
aiTociated  by  his  father  in  die 
empire ;  we  ihall  only  add,  that, 
at  the  time  he  fucceeded  him^ 
be  was  thir^-fix  years  of  age, 
and  had  efpoufed  Ermengm^^ 
the  daughter  of  Engugramdp 
count  of  Hifiai,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Lieget  who  had  more  of  bit 
efleemthan  of  his  affedion,  hy 
whom  he  was  the  father  of 
thofe  fons,  who,  through  the 
courfe  of  his  life  and  reign^ 
gave  him  fo  much  difouiet. 


C.4r    '  The H^^  of  Vni^t^l  t6^ 

felk  he  was  met  by  Theodulfe^  biihop  of  Orleans  who  had 
great  credit  with  his  father;  he  gave  him  a  diftinft  idea  of 
the  ftate  of  the  court,  and  infpired  him  with  a  jealoufy  of 
count  WaJkn^  oxWalla^  thegrandfon  oi  Charles  Mart  el ^  and 
efteemed  one  of  the  Weft  men  of  that  age :  he  lifcewife  infi- 
nuated  the  apprehenfions  that  a  great  part  of  th^  court  was 
under,  but  more  efpedally  his  lifters,  from  the  gravity  of  his 
difpoiltion,  and  the  feverity  of  his  morals,  which  induced  ' 
him  to  fend  orders  for  arreftitig  fome  of  thofe  princeiles  fa- 
vourites ;•  and  one  of  them  making  fome  refiftance,  was  killed, 
which  occafioned  his  treating  the  reft  With  more  rigour  than 
he  intended.  However,  he  fucceeded  peaceably  to  the  em- 
pire; and  WaHa  was  the  firft  wh6  did  him  homage  b.  He 
executed  his  father's  will  with  great  punctuality,  except  with 
regard  to  fome  of  his  Mers,  who  being  in  his  opinion  tooc 
flenderly  provided  for,  he  fupplied  them  with  what  he  judged 
rcquifite  for  their  maintenance.  He,  difmiflcd  them,  how- 
ever, from  the  court,  and  fent  them  to  the  abbies  which* 
Charlemngne  had  aiSgned  them.  He  retained  his  three  na-^ 
taral  brothers^  and  took  care  of  their  education,  cauiing^ 
them  to  eat  at  his  own  table.  He  held  an  aflembly,  in  which^ 
he  confirmed  all  his  father's  grants ;  and  being  informed  that 
im^SpaniJb  families,  who  had  retired  into  his  dominions 
to  efcape  the  tyranny  of  the  Moors ^  w«:e  opprefled  by  his^ 
fubjefts,  and  reduced  to  a  kind  of  vaf&lage,  which  differed' 
but  little  from  flavery,  he  redrefled  that  grievance,  and  fet 
them  intirely  at  liberty  S  s  On  receiving'  the  homage  of  the* 
duke  of  Beneventumy  he  leflened  his  tribute  to  feven  thou- 
fand  peces  of  gold  :  he  reftored  the  Saxons  and  the  Fri/ons 
to  their  rights  of  inheritance,  of  which  they  had  been  de-; 
prived  by  his  father  for  their  frequent  rebellions,  for  which- 
he  was  generally  blamed ;  yet  the  event  {hewed  he  was  in  the 
right,  for  they  remained  inviolably  attached  to  him  d.  He 
received  the  ambafladors  of  the  Greek  emperor,  and  other 
princes,  favourably,  and  renewed  the  feveral  treaties  of  peace  A.I>,  ^  4. 
that  had  been  concluded  with  them.  He  had,  at  his  accefliouy. 
three  fons,  Lothaire^  Pepin,  smd  Lewis:  he  fent  th?  eldeft 
into  Bavaria^  the  fecoml  into  j^quitaine,  and  appointed  mi- 
milers  to  manage  their  affairs  ^  His.  father's  example- 
feems  to  have  been  to  him  a  law^  perhaps  >vithout  a  due  re* 
trofpeA  to  his  motives. 
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f6^  ^be  Hijtory  of  ft2Lnce:  B.XIX; 

J  cenfpl'    '  Among  thofe  who  addrcffed  themfelves  to  Lemis  at  his 
facy^form'  j^cceflSon,  was  a  Danijh  or  Norman  prince,  whofe  name  was 
fJhB^r- Heriolt,  to  whom  he  promifed  his  proteftion ;  and  an  at-^ 
'iiar4,  hng  teppt  was  made  this  year  to  reftore  him,  which  however  did 
^     ffi  ^^^  iucceed.     The  emperor  held  an  aflembiy  at  Paderborn, 
^*^11     '' '  ^^^^  his  nephew  Bernard^  king  of  Italy,  and  other  princes, 
defeated     ^^^^^ '»  ^^^  ^^  ""^^^^  ^^^  ^H^^  ^^'S,  that  he  received  the  news 
'  *       '    of  another  confpiracy  againft  t}ie  life  of  pope  l^o^  which 
having  been  difcovcred  in  time,  and  thofe  who  were  concern- 
ed in  it  fecured,  the  pope  caufed  them  to  be  executed,  with 
which  the  emppror  being  difpleafed,  direftied  Bernard^  king 
of  Italy,  to  go  to  Rome,  and  by  his  prefence  put  ap  end  to 
thefe  diforders  ^     This  was  done  efFeftuaHy  by  the  death 
pf  the  pope,  who  was  fucceeded*  by  JF?i^f;?zwj  V.     This  pon- 
df  d}d  not  wait  for  the  CQippror's  confirmation,  which  he. 
took  amjfs,  and  the  pope,  tofooth  him,  made  a  journey  into 
France,  where  he  was  received  with  all  poffible  honour ;  and 
having  crowned  the  emperor  and  emprefs  at  Rheims,  retura- 
^-ed-into  Thdy,  where  he  did  not  long  furrivc  ^.     The  emr 
peror  caufed  a  council  to  be  held,  for  eftabliftiing  ecclefiaffi- 
cal  difcipline  at  Jix  la  Chapeile ;  and  there  he  likemfe  gave 
audience  to  foiae  Mcprijh  ambafladors,  and  to  thofe  of  the 
Greek  emperor.     He  likewife  received  ambafladors  from  the 
the  kings  of  the  Normans,  who  follicited  him  warmly  to 
abandon  Heriolt;  but  to  break  his  word,  and  to  defert  a 
prince  in  diftrefs,  was  not  the  charafter  of  this  monarch  :  he 
heard  the  advantageous  propofals  they  made,  but,  after  hear- 
ing th^m,  he  fent  then^  back  without  an  anfwer  ^. 
Diforders       ANOTpER^ great  aflembiy  was  held  at  Jix  la  Chapeile,  in 
in  Italy,    which  the  emperor  declared  his  intention  to  aflTociafe  one  of 
nvhere  'the  Ws  fons  in  that  dignity,  after  the  example  of  his  father,    tho' 
fopes  are    the  cafe  was  very  different,  and  the  reafons  which  determined 
di/pofed  to  the  one  were  not  at  all  applicable  ^<>  the  other.     After  a 
Jhake  off    faft  of  three  days,  to  implpre  the  direftion  of  heaven  in  the 
^/^<^*- 'emperor's  choice,  he  declared  Lothaire,  his  cideft  fon,  his 
^^^>        (Coadjutor;  at  the  fame  time  he  created  Pepin  king  of  yfyif- 
taine,znA  Leivis  king  oi  Bavaria;  and,  softer  the  ceremonies 
^  of  their  coronations  were  over,  fent  them  into  their  refjficftxve 

dominions  '.  TJiis  news  fcarce  reached  Itafy  befbre  Bernard 
took  vtp  arins,  and  hating  a  ftrong  party  in  France,  he  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  depofing  the  emperon  Lewis 
upon  this  occafiop  afted  witli  greater  vigour  than  either  his 
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friends  or  his  enemies  expefted  :  he  aflemUed  a  puiflant  ar- 
my, and  began  his  march  direftly,  vrith  a  full  intention  to 
pafs  the  AlpSy  and  put  an  end  to  this  defeftion.  But  by  that 
time  he  arrived  at  Chalons  on  the  Soame^  the  fece  of  affairs 
changed  ftrangely.  Some  of  the  great  lords  in  Italy  refufcd 
tojoinj^^rw^ira;  thofcwho  had  joined  him  abandoned  him ; 
and  his  army,  feeing  this,  defcrted,  which  affefted  him  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  pafled  the  Mps  in  perfon,  and  came  to  im- 
plore the  clemency  of  his  uncle  ^.  Lewis  received  him  cold- 
ly ;  told  him,  that,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  the  firft 
who  propofed  to  the  emperor  declaring  him  king  of  Itafy ; 
that,  fince  his  accefSon,  he  had  confided  in  him,  and,  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  liis  minifters,  had  heaped  npon  him 
many  favours:  that,  however,  he  would  not  be  judge  in  his 
own  caufe,  but  would  refer  all  to  the  determination  of  the 
next  aflembly  at  Jix  la  Chapelle,  where  Bernard,  and  his  af- 
fociateSy  who  were  the  chief  minifters  of  the  deceafed  em- 
peror, and  TheoJulff,  hiOiop  of  Orleans,  were  condemned  to 
luffer  death  K  The  emperor  caufed  the  laicks  to  have  their 
eyes  put  out,  and  the  bifhop  to  be  depofed;  Bernard  died 
a  few  days  after  of  grief,  or  of  pain.  The  emperor  caufed 
his  three  brothers,  at  the  fame  lime,  to  be  (haved,  and  put 
into  monafteries ;  and  thus  this  affair  ended.  But,  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  Jbodrites,'  who  hitherto  had  been  a  d  fit^ 
always  faithful,  revolted  :  the  caufe  was  this,  Traficcn,  their 
duke,  being  aflaffinated  by  the  king  of  the  Normans,  Charle- 
magne had  appointed  Stlaomir  to  fucceed  him ;  but  on  the 
acceffion  of  Lewis,  Ceudragne,  the  fon  of  Trajicon,  repre- 
.  fented  his  father's  fervices  to  the  emperor,  who  made  him 
joint  duke;  upon  which  Sclaomir  called  in  the  Normans  ^, 

In  confequence  of  the  intrigues  that  had  bce\i  fet  on  foot  Lewii,  ly 
in  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  Morman,  count  of  Rretagne,  theperfua- 
not  only  threw  off  his  vaf&lage,  but  aflumed  the  title  of/«f  f/his 
king.     Lewis  moved  direftly  with  his  forces  on  that  fide,  ^'^ip^s^ 
and  called  a  general  afTembly  at  Vamies;  in, which  having ''^^^ 
regulated  certain  affairs,  he  attacked  the  Bretons  with  fuch  j^^  ^^•^. 
vigour,  purfued  them  fo  clofely,  and  wafted  their  country  in  ^^^  ^  f^j^g 
fuch  manner,  that  the  people  in  a  fedition  murdered  their  Qa^f^. 
new  king,  and  fubmitted  again  to  Lewis,  who  thereupon 
declared  Nomenon,  a  great  lord  of  that  country,  who  had 
never  entered  into  the  revolt,  count  or  judge  of  Bretagne  **. 
The  emperor,  xn  his  return  to  Germany,  took  Anglers  in 
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hi^wacy,  iKrhei;e  he  had  left  his  emigreis  Hemungard-^ck^  aad 
•wjio  deceafed  there  fooa  ajftcr.    He  proceeded  ftx>m  thence  to. 
Hirijial^  where  he  gave  audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  fc- 
veral  nations,     Amoogll  theie*  were  deputies  fircMxi  Sigon,, 
duke  of  Benevenium^  who,  by  the  rich  prelents  they  brought, 
appeafed  the  emperor  on  behalf  of  thdr  mailer,  who  had 
rai^  bimfelf  to  that  dignity  by  the  aflafEnation  of  Griim'. 
aide ;  but  he  would  not  liften  to  the  complaints  made  by 
Liuduit,  duke  of  the  HurUy  againft  the  count  .of  Frimd  <>, 
While  he  was  thus  employed,  LupuSy  count  of  the  Gafcons, 
revolted,  but  he.  was  quickly  defeated  by  Pe^Uf  king  of  • 
Jquitaine^  taken  and'fent  prifoner  to  Aix  la  Chapelle^  which 
was  likewife  the  fate  of  Sclaomir:  both  thefe  rebcjs  were 
fentenced  to  death,  but  the  emperor  contented  himfelf  with 
feaidingthem  into  banUhmcnt  **.    His  courtiers  and  mini-* 
ft.ers,  to  divert  him.  from  that  inclination  he  had  to  a  life  of 
priva.cy  and  retx;eat,  prevailed  upon  him  to  marry  Judith,  th^ 
daughter  of  duke  Guelfe^  defcended,  by  the  father's  fide,  froai 
one  of  the  nobleft  houfes  in  Bavaria,  and  by  the  mother, 
A  T)  fi  8  from  the  ancient  dukes  of  Saxopy,  beautiful  in  her  perfon, 
'  and  a  princefs  otherways  accompliftied ;  but  who,  notwith-r 
{landing  thefe  rare  qualities,  proved  the  author,  or  at  leaft 
the  occafion,  of  the  misfortunes  that  befel  him  and  his  fub- 
j^s  a.     So  liable  are  matches  made  from  prudence  as  weU 
•  as  paflion,  to  mifcarry.  ^ 

Liuduit,        'T^^  revolt  ofLiuduit,  produced  a  war  of  fome  continn- 
4fuie  of*    ance :  he.w^s.  the  chief  of  the  Jbares  or  Huns,  who  inha- 
Hungary,  bited  that  part  of  Hungary  which  lies  about  Buda ;  but  hc^. 
renjohsy     dfcw  into  this  defeftion  th?  SclavQ.nians,  who  were  feated  oa 
£tnd  main-  the  rivers  Save  and.  Drave,  from  whence  he  is,   by  fome 
^atfu along ^^^\[^^^  filled  duke  of  the  Sclavonians  ^     The  emperor  im- 
mndohfiz.  mediately. ordered  a  body  of  troops  oxxx.  oi  Italy  to  reduce 
jmteivar  j^.^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  j-^  ^^^^^y  efFefted;  h^  made  a  gallant 
^^^^J:^^' ^ and  foldier-lik^  defence;  and,  when  fatigues  and  the  ruder 
^^^   '    '    nefs  of  the  feafon  had  obliged  the  emperor's  forces,  to  retreat^ 
he  entered  the  adjacent  provinces,  ravaged.  them>  and  re- 
paired, by  the,  plunder  taken  by  his  troops,  the  lofles  fu- 
flainodby.the war.     Attacked  by  thefe  armies  at  once,  he 
fecured  hi^ifelf  by  the  fame  conduA,  and  by  maintaining  a 
fccrct  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  auxiliary  troops,  of. 
which  thof?  armies  w^e  coippofed  :   he  likewife,  by  his 
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iatrjigqfis,/em^g^  the  N^^mans  tp  ifenew  their  pir^dss,  and 
lijyj  aHo,  foojie  ijit^lBge^e  ia  //<i^  «,    But,  at  length,  tte  em- 
peror's gepei^d  ct>a&g^cl  their  p^t)\o4  of  losJcuig  wac».  aod 
injfteatdpf  ifUbii^  theopeacouiitfy,  purfijjsd  him  from  ^plafCe. 
(Q.  place,  till  at  length  he  >N!as  forc^  tp  quit  his  ou^ix  c^rrito^ 
russ,  to  take  ihelter  in  tJbtfS.  coui^try  of  the  Si^rabct*    There      - 
he-Qiurd^red  tha  duke^  wj^o  had  givea  him.  reftiigie ;  .but  oofr- 
al^e  to  maipiajn  himfelf  long  i^  that  cQ^ntry,.  he.  retired  to; 
the  town  of  ^  JOalm^tmn  lor^  >Kitb  whom  he  Md  long  iaeld 
a  fecret  correfpoadeace.    But  his  friend,  percdviag  Ws  af- 
fairs defperaDe,  aad  being  afraid  he  might  treat  him.  asuhe 
had^  dppe  his  fc^m^r  profie^r,  thought  it  moft  for  his.  in- . 
tefeft  4nd  f^ety  to  put  hioi  out  of  the  vfsny :  aiid  thus  eaded  -. 
this  war  % 

We  h^VjC  before  obfeirred^  that  the,empfiror  held  a  council  7*^^  ^^^^ 
for  reftoring  and  enforcing  the  difcipline  of  the  church ;  aody-^r  unac- 
vfG  have  niore  than  once  remarked,  that  he  was  not  only  co^tabiy 
Z^aloufly  but  fincerely  piqus  himfelf;  yet  it  was  from  thi8»f^«a*w- 
right^ftion,  4nd  from.tbefe  laudable  inclinations,  that,  iot'^^geshii 
^y.ant  of  penetration  and  fteadinefs,   the  emperor  fu&red'^*'*^;^'^- 
deeply.    He  had  a  profound  re^ft  for  biftiops ;  but  his  r©-  ^^'f'- 
fpraiation  had  difobliged  moft  of  that  order  throughout  his-^^^^* 
dpminioQs,     He  thougjht  it  improper  for  prelates  to  be  loi-^"     ^^ 
toriqg  about  A  court,  and  was  therefore  for  confining  them  ^^''*' 
t»  their  benefices.      To  this,  in  the  council,  they  could  not 
but  aflent,  and  when  they  had  aflented,  they  were  forced 
t(>obey;  but  they  refented  this  ftriftnefs  in  the  emperor  as- 
-  if;  it  had  bjeen  an  injury.     They  found  means-  to  reprefent 
i^qyirtues  and  felf-denial  of  Jdelard,  abbot  of  Corbie^  the* 
elder  brother  of  H^aJia,  who  was  now  alfo  become  a  monk, 
ii)  fo  ftrong  a  light,  that,  notwithftanding  he  was  the  |^in- ' 
cif^l^  author:  of  Bernard's  confpiracy  againft  lus  crown  and 
lif<Qi.  the.  emperor  iiot  only  rec^led  him,  and  rdbred  himi 
but  fpon  after  .onployed  him  as  his  minifter.     Adtlard^  m' 
a^ihort  fpac^,  gained  the  confidence  of  Lems  to  fuch  a  i:t^' 
g:ee,  tbati.  upon  the  marriage  <rf  his  fon  Lothmrey  he  in-  • 
tericeded  ai^'prxxured  the  pardon  of  all  his  aflbciates;  and- 
the  Qinperor,  of  his  own  accord,  added  the  reftitution  of = 
th<j)e  fortunes  andhoilbur5»    One  would  have  imagined  the 
niQi^  nught  have  flopped  here,  but  he  <fid  not.    He  knew  • 
tl»|t:his  mafter,  was  fincerely  grieved  for  the  death  of  his 
nepheW; ;  and  from  thence  he  took  occafion  to  perfuade  him, 
tbdt  it  would;  be  highly  meritorious  to  mak^  an  open- con"" ' 
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f  c(Bon  of  his  crime,  and  to  do  public  penance  for  it,  fetting 
the  example  of  the  *  emperor  Ti^tfrf^^w/,  who  fobmitted  ia. 
like  manner  to  Su  Ambrofey  biftiop  of  Milan ;  and  tho*  their 
anions  were  very  different,  yet  fuch  an  influence  had  ha  over 
the  mind  oiLewis^  that  he  took  it  for  a  cafe  in  point  ".    In 
A.D.822.  confequencc  of  thefe  ftrange  notions,  the  emperor  aftually  fub- 
mitted  I  and  in  the  face  of  the  public,  at  the  aflembly  of  At- 
tigniy  acknowleged  his  faults,  b^ged  pardpn  for'the  (candal 
he  had  given,  and  deHred  the  bifliops  to  enjoin  him  penance. 
He  even  carried  it  fo  far,  as  to  thrud  into  the  catalogue  of 
his  £uilts  'his  difcardlng  the  old  miniftry,   and  difgracing 
IVdlla^  whom  not  long  after  he  fent,  with  his  ion  Lothaire^ 
into  bafy ;  fo  that  two  brothers  were  the  prime  minUlers, 
and  direfted  the  councils  of  the  two  emperors,  till  the  death 
of  Adelard^    whom  his    brother   fuccei^dcd    as  abbey   of 
Corbie  "^^ 
Lothaire  .    THfijempcror's  difpofition  was  now  fowell  known,  that 
goes  tnuUe  the  pope  thought  he  might  avail  himfelf  of  it.     Pafchal  I.  was 
to  Rome,  tjjen  ieated  in  the  papal  chair;  he  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
ts  ^^'*'»'«  crowned,  without  waiting  for  Lewis's  confirmation,  which 
and^^'*  he  had  excufed,  by  throwing  the  blame  upon  the  clergy  and 
there  as     P^op'c*  ^^^  he  had  obtained,  or  at  leaft  this  is  aflertdi,  an 
fovereign.  cxtenfion  of  the  charters  of  Pepih  and  Charlemagne^  which 
have  made  a  great  nolfe  in  the  woild,  but  are  fofpeft^d  ia 
fcveral  claufes  by  moft,  and  believed  to  be  all  a  forgery  by 
many.     This  pontif  thought  he  might  take  any  liberties  un- 
der fo  good  a  prince,  and,  in  this   perfuafion,  did  many 
things   that  occafioned   loud  complaints.      Lewis  hearing 
thefe  murmurs,  direfted  his  fon  Loihaire  to  go  to  Rwne^  to 
inquire  into  the  caufes  of  thefe  dlforders,  andvto  reftify  what 
was  amifs.     Lothaire,  in  obedience  to  his  father's  commands, 
went  thither,  and,  after  proper  inquiry,  made  a  decree  in 
virtue  of  his  imperial  dignity,   by  which  many  grievances 
were  removed,  and  all  diforders  appeafed  «.     The,  pope 
fhewed  him  great.refpeA,  crowned  him  with  his  own  hands, 
and  teftiHed  great  fatisfafUon  in  his  prefence.      In  a  fhort 
time,  however,  after  his  departure,  wyonohXc  Romans  ^  The- 
whrus  and  LeOy  who  had  diftinguiftied  themfelves  by  their 
adherence  to  the  young  emperor,  were  feized,  their  eyes  put  out, 
and  at  length  they  were  beheaded  in  the  patriarchal  palace  of 
Lateran,  This  alarmed  the  emperor  exceedingly,  who  fent  an 
abbot  and  a  nobleman,  his  commifTaries,  to  Rome^  in  order  to 
make  a  ftri^t  inquifition  into  this  a£irr.     The  pope  made  a 
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ftrange  apology ;  he  infiftcd  that  the  exeoitioit  was  done 
without  his  privily;  but  at  the  feme  time  declared  thofe 
great  men  had  fuiferedjuftly.     He  went  farther,  and,  in  imi- 
tation of  his  predeceflbr  pope  Leo^  purged  hirtifelf  by  oath, 
and  procured  thirty-four  bifhops  to  fwear  with  him ;  which, 
with  the  excufes  made  by  his  ambaflkdors,  induced  the  em-  . 
pcror,  through  an  excefs  of  good  nature,  fays  the  French 
hiftorian'y,    to  reft  fatisfied.      However,  he  was  fpccdily 
called  to  anfwer  at  another  tribunal,  which  was  not  to  be 
impofed  upon;  and,  on  his  demife,  Eugenius  II.  was  elefted, 
but   with   fo  much  diforder,   that  Lothaire  made  another 
journey  to  Rome^  where,  with  fovercign  authority,  he  exa- 
mined into  and  correfted  many  errors  in  the  adminiftration, 
occafioned  by  the  avarice,  pride,  and  private  refentments  of 
the  popes  :   having  by  a  new  decree,   confifting  of  nine 
articles,  reftored  the  public  tranquility,  he  took  an  oath  of 
the  Romans,  not  to  proceed  to  the  coronation  of  any  future 
pope,  till  confirmed  by  the  emperor,  and  left  alfo  an  imperial 
judge  at  Rcmiey  to  prevent  things  from  running  again  into 
confufion,  promifing  that,  in  cafe  he' was  threatened  or  cor- 
rupted,   to  fend  commif&ries  to  hear  appeals  in  the  laft 
retort  *.  , 

While  his  fons  were  thus  employed  in  Italy,  the  Emperor  Birth  ff  . 
admlniftered  affairs  at  home,   with  equal  facility  and  dig-  Charles, 
nity.     The  Mlfes,  a  tribe  of  the  numerous  nation  of*  ihttbefonof 
Sdavonians,  to  prevent  a  civil  war,  defired  Lewis  to  hear/^  ^/'' 
and  determine  the  caufe  between  two  brothers,  who  both  ^^^  4^  w 
claimed  to  be  their  king.     The  elder  had  been  depofed,  but  j^x 
hai  ftill  a  party;  the  younger  had  the  good  graces  of  ^^^ }j^f^ca/tdM 
people  in  general.     Both  appeared  before  the  emperor,  and^^.*^ 
(kid  what  they  could  in  fupport  of  their  refpeftive  titles  :  ^^y^^  ^ 
Lewis  decreed  in  favour  of  the  latter,  but  affigned  a  revenue,  great  £fi/» 
and  an  honourable  eftablifliment,  to  the  former,  with  which  orders.^ 
he  was    fatisfied  *.      He  reftored  Heriolt  to  his  ftiare  of 
the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  caufed  him  to  be  baptixed,  and 
.  fent  Ebbo,  ak-chbifhop  of  Rheims,  into  Denmark,  to  convert 
his  fubjefts :  thefe  his  endeavours  might  have  been  very  fuc- 
Cefsful,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  imprudence  of  this  prince, 
on  whom  he  chiefly  relied  for  fupport.     The  emperor  alfo 
chaftifed  the  Bretons,  and  entered  their  country  with  three  *  t\  ©^  j 
^   armies,    commanded  by  himfelf,    and  his  fons  Pef>in  and    '    '    ^* 
Lewis,  kings  of  Jquitaine  and  Bavaria  *>.     On  the  fide  of 
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Spotlit  indeed',  his  forces  had  received  a  check  from  tbe 
CafcanSy  >arhich  gave  him  fome  uneaiinefs ;  but  this  was  fooa 
i:emoved  by  the  joy  he  felt  on  the  birth  of  his  fon  Charles. 
It  was  preceded  by  an  earthquake,  which  was  interpreted  as 
an  omen  of  the  misfortune  that  had  happened  in  Spain,  but 
was  afterwards  applied  to  this  event,  with  equal  rcafon  in- 
deed, as  having  no  reference  to  either.     But  it  was  the  fexl- 
ing  of  this  monarch  to  be  ftrangely  aflfefted  by  whatever 
happened  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things;  eclipfes,  in- 
undations, fanunes,  were  all  prodigies  alike  to  him  y  and  the 
memoir^  of  his  reign  were  compofed  by  one  who,  becaaie 
he  held  that  poft  in  the  court  of  this  emperor,  is  known  ta 
pofterity  by  no  other  title  than  that  of  the  aflronomer  c. 
Several      •  At  the  aflembly,  held  in  the  fpring  at  j4ix  la  Chapelkf, 
msfor-      Vloinarque^  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  rebellion  ia 
tunef^  haP'  Bretagne,  came  with  the  principal  Iprds  of  that  country  to 
fen  on  the  p^y  ^y^qix  refpefts  to  the  emperor,   and  to  give  hiui   the 
/r<?«//^^r/,    f^j.Qj^gg£^  afTurances  of  their  fubmiffion  and  fidelity.     LewiSy 
^iTtheaf'  ^'^^  ^^s  y^isyA  good-nature,  received  them  with  great  a^bi- 
fairs  of  the  ^^^7  ^^^  kiudnefsj  and  difmifled  them,  mor^  efpecially  Vio^ 
empire  fall  ty^o.rq^t.  with  rich  prefents.     They  were  no  fooner  returned 
into  confu'  into  thciT  own  country,  than  the  rebellion  broke  out  a£re{h, 
jffi*,  and  Fwwiaryw^  piK'ticularly  made  an  inroad  into  Frawc^,  in 

which  his  troops  committed  the  greateft  exceffes ;  but  count 
Lambert ^  who  commanded  on  the  frontier,  took  his  .oppor- 
tunity in  the  winter,^  by  a  quick  march,  and  with  a  choke 
body  of  troops,  and  having  invefted  him  in  his  houfe,  after 
an  obftinate  refiftance,  cut  him  and  his  adherents  in  pieces  *• 
S26.  Things  did  not  go  fo  well  in  C:i^^(?ww,  where,  through  fome 
mifmanagemeat,  the  Mcwrj  made  a  great  ImprefBon;  and 
foon  after  happened  that  revolt  in  Navarre^  which,  as  we 
have  (hewn  in  its  proper  place,  gave  rife  to  that  kingdom. 
Things  had  gone  ftill  worfe,  if  Bernard^  lately  advanced  ta 
the  honour  of  count  of  Barcelona,  had  not  been  more  able, 
or  at  leaft  more  fortunate,  in  repelling  the  enemy  ;•  but  the* 
force  he  commanded  was  fo  fmall,  that  preferving  this  city 
was  all  in  his  power  *.  In  the  north  new  difturbances  brdce 
out;  in  confeq^ience  of  which,  Heriolt  was  again  driven  out 
of  his  kingdom.  The  Saracem  made  themfelves  matters  of 
the  ifland  of.  Sicily;  upon  which  the  people  of  Naf>les,  per- 
ceiving^  it  in  vain  to  expeft  any  fuccours  from  Confiantimple, 
would  have  put  themfelves  under  theproteftion  of  Lewis,  if 
the  circumftances  of  his  affairs  had  permitted  him  to  have 
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giveo  tbem  relief.  But  things  were  (o  ill  msmaged  by  Id- 
thaire  and  Pepin  on  the  fide  of  Spairiy  that  it  was  intirely 
imprafticable  :  yet  count  Boniface^  who  commanded  in  Cor^ 
Jica^  ^ffembled  a  good  fleet,  and  with  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  on  board  made  a  de&ent  in  Africa^  where  he  defeat* 
cd  the  Mx>ort  feveral  times*  This  diftrafted  the  enemy,  and 
raifed  the  reputation  of  the  French  arms,  which  in  that  con* 
junflurc  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  f. 

By  this  feries  of  difaflers,   the  enemies  of  the  emperor's  Intrigua^ 
gOTcrnment  obtained  an  opportunity  of  firfl:  diflurbing,  and  h  *«'^'f^ 
pcKt  fabverting.  It,     The  emprefs  Judith  had  gained  a  great  *^^  ZV 
afcendency  over  her  hufband,  which  fhe  employed  in  per-  '^^T*' 
fuading  him  to  place  her  fon  on  a  level  with  iiis  brethren.  ^^ 
In  this  the  difficulty  was  great,  as  the  emperor  had  already  ^^^^ 
fettled  the  fucceiTion  to  all  his  dominions,     ^^a/V^/Wand /j,/^^|^. 
Bavaria  were  fmall  kingdoms,  out  of  which,  therefore,  no*  fnofl  ha^ 
thing  could  be  taken ;  fo  that,  whatever  his  /hare  was  to  be,  s^d. 
mult  be  detached  from  that  of  Lothaire  g.     The  eteprefs  em- 
ployed her  addrirfs  fo  effeftually,  that  (he  engaged  Lothaire 
to  confent,  and  even  to  promife,  with  an  oath,  that  in  cafe 
the  emperor  died  while  Charles  was  under  age,  he  would 
underuke  the  care  of  him  and  his  affairs,  as  bis  guardian 
and  proteftor.     But  the  proteftor  having  removed  many 
from  their  ettiployments,  on  account  of  the  ktc  difafters,  they 
breathed  every-where  a  fpirit  of  difcontent,  and,  by  degrees, 
the  compl^nts  on  every  fide  became  fo  general,  and  fo  loud, 
that  the  emperor  appointed  commiilioners  to  inquire  into  the 
errors  of  his  own  government ;  their  title  in  Latin  was,  Mijfl 
Dominiciy  and  fVdUa  was  at  the  head  of  them :  he  had  a  great 
reputation '  for  prudence  and  fanftity,  and  he  made  a  very 
ample  report  in  a  general  aflembly,  in  which  he  not  only 
treated  the  minifters,  but  thi  emperor  himfelf,.  wkh  great 
freedom.     Upon  this  feveral  frcfh  changes  eiifued,  and  four 
great  councils  were  held  for  the  reformation  of  the  clergy  K 
But  the  emprefs,  through  all  thefe  mifts  of  religion  and  pub* 
lie  fpirit,  faw  clearly  that  the  emperor's,  or  at  leaft  her,  rulft 
was  intended  :  of  this   fhe  made  Lewis  fo  fenfible,    that 
he  fent  Walla  back  to  his  convent,  and,  after  much  delibera- 
tion, fent  for  Bernard,  count  of  Barcelona,  whofe  fiftfer,  be- 
fore he  became  a  monk,  Italia  had  efpoufed,  and  intrufled 
kirn  with  the  chief  management  of  affiirs.     He  was  indeed 
the  fitteft  man  he  could  have  employed:  he  had  great  faga-. 
city,  much  firmncfs,  and  having  once  embarked  in  any  de- 

'  Eginaho.  Annal.  «  Vita  Ludovici  PH.  '  Ecr- 

^'A^D.  in  Annal. 

4  fig»> 


174  Tie  ISJory  af  Fiince:  R  XDTi 

fign,  purfaed  it  without  looking  back*  It  happened  unuck37« 

that  the  poft  befiowed  upon  him  in  the  court  waa  that  of  lord 

chamberlain^  by  which  having  frequent  admi/Eon  to  the  em* 

prefs,  and  being  a  very  handibme,  and  withal  z  yctj  gal- 

lant  man,  this  gave  a  new  topic  to  the  malecontcnfts  ;  vrbof 

feeing  all  their  plots  in  danger  of  being  unravelled,  boidlj 

gave  out,  that  he  was  too  famiUar  with  diat  princeis,  s^,.ts 

luch  reports  eafily  gain  credit,  this  was  fpeedily  and  geoefally 

believed  *• 

Tie  eni''      ,  CouNT  Bernard,  not  in  the  leaft  moved  with  thefe  m» 

fgr«r  and  ^jQurg,  or  intimidated  with  the  intrigues  of  the  ecclefiafiics^ 

Ch   1       pl^tt^cd  a  new  kingdom  for  CharUs^  whkh  would  have  vea^ 

f(Mi^9    dared  him  a  powerful  fovereign.    It  was  to  confift  of  fa' 

tht  hattds  ni^ch  al 'Germany  as  lies  within  the  Danube,  the  Maine^  the 

f/*  Lewis  Neckar,  and  the  Rhine  \  to  which  were  added  Rbetia,  or  the 

and?t'     country  of  the  Crifons^  and  that  part  of  the  kingdom  cf 

pin,  a»d   Burgundy  which  comprehended  the  diilrift  of  Geneva  and 

are  'very    the  Swifs  cantons  ^.    The  malecontents  a6led  in  coojundion 

ill  treated*  ^j^h  the  emperor's  three  fons,  though,  as  yet,  they  did  not 

affeA  to  appear.     Count  Bernard  was  no  fh-anger  to  this  ; 

and,  under  colour  of  reducing  the  Bretons,  who  were  again 

revolted^  aflembled  an  army,  which  the  emperor  was  to 

command  in  perfon,  and  in  which  Le^vis,  king  of  Bavaria^ 

likewife  ferved,  and  Pepin,  king  of  Jquitaine,  was  diredted 

to  join  the  army  pn  the  frontiers  of  Bretagne,  with  hisforces^ 

But,  when  they  came  to  march,  part  of  the  forces  refufed  to 

obey  orders ;  notwithftanding  which,  Lewis,  by  the  advice 

of  the  count,  advanced  with  the  reft.     Pepin,  with  a  great 

army,  marched  out  of  Aquitaine,  and  the  malecontents  have- 

ing  ofiered  him  their  fervice,  he  made  no  fcruplc  of  dedaridg 

a^nft  his  lather  ;  upon  which,  Lewis  quitted  the  emperor's 

camp,  and  joined  him '.     In  this  fituation  the  emperor  fc;nt 

hb  confort,  for  fafety,  to  the  abbey  of  Poitiers,  and  Ber'^ 

nard,  apprehending  he  ihould  be  the  vidtim,  demanded  leave 

to  retire  to  his  government  of  Catalonia,  which  he  obtained^ 

Pepin,  by  the  advice  of  th/e  malecontents,  fent  a  detacbmentf 

to  the  abbpy  of  Poitiers  to  feize  the  empreis ;  having  her 

in  his  mnver,  he  loaded  her  with  reproaches,  and  told  her^ 

that,  ^  fhe  meant  to  preferve  herfelf,  ibe  muft  go  and  per* 

fuade  his  father  to  two  things ;  th;at  fhe  fhoiild  take  the  vol 

as  a  ntjn  in  the  monaftery  from  which  ihe  came,  and  that  hf^ 
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rerigmog  his  digaity,  fhould  become  a  monk.     Ju£$h  prO'^        ^  , 
mifed  all  that  he  conld  defire  ;  but,  in  her  interview  with 
the  emperor,  is  fuppoied  to  have  advifed  huB  oot  to  renounce 
his  dignity.    However  he  permitted,  that  fiie  Should  go  and 
fake  the  veil,  as  (he  did  ;  and,  ioit  himfelf,  demanded  aeon* 
ference  with  the  peers  and  prelates.     His   army  having 
abandoned'  him,  he  fell,    witii  his  fon  Charles ^  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels^  who  treated  him  very  coarfely ;  caufh^ 
a  finall  aflembly  to  be  held  at  CompUgnej  in  Which  they  ex- 
pected he  flioold  have  refigned  the  crown«    He  appeared  ^ 
therein  confufed  and  difconfolate,  made  a  kind  of  apology 
for  his  conduO,   protefted  the  redlitude  of  his  intentions, 
.  and  {»romifed  to  ad  with  more  circumfpeftion  for  the  future. 
He  ftood  while  he  was  fpeaking,  tho'  there  was  a  throne  in  • 
the  hall;  but,  when  he  had  finiihed  his difcourfe,  the  bi- 
(hopsand  great  lords,  who  were  prefent,  obliged  him  to  fit  ^ 

tl^creon"*. 

This  difconcerted  the  fchemesof  Pepin  and  the  abbot  of  jj^  ^ 
CorHe.      Lothaire  arrived  foon  after  ^ith  an  army  ftcmtbemrt' 
Italy ^  and,  as  it  was  upon  htm  the  malecon tents  principally  rMrai^  /» 
depended,  Pepin  and  Lewis  found  themfelves  fo  little  conr/^/^w- 
.fidered,  that  they  thought  it  their  beft  way  to  retire  each/*''^» 
into  his  dominions.     Lothaire  ufed  bis  father  with  much  ex-  y^^^^'. 
tenor  refpeft,  but  did  not  allow  him  the  fmalfcft  ftiare  ofA/^'^/  '^ 
power;  and  tho'  he  did  not  talk  of  deppfing  him,  yet  hcj^'^^"^** 
put.  certain  monks  about  him,  v^ho  were  inftruAed  to  per- 
loade  him  to  quit  the  World  ^    They  were  fo  far  from  fuc- 
ceeding  in  their  commiflion,  that,  the  emperor  diicourfing 
with  them  very  gradoufly,   they  entered  thoroughly  into 
hisintcreft;  and  one  of  them,  wbofe.name  was  Combaud^ 
undertook  to  negotiate  a  reconciliation  with    Le^is  and 
PepiUy  in  which  he  fucceeded  o.    At  thie  great  aflembly  held 
at  Nimegueriy  the  emperor,  finding  himfelf  furroundcd  by 
feveral  German  princes,  attended  by  their  guards,  began  to 
rcfume  his  courage.    He  fent  for  HUduin,  abbot  of  St.  Denis, 
who  had  been  very  aftive  during  the  whole  affair,  and  aflced 
him,  what  he  meant  by  bringing  fo  many  men  ai'med  in  his 
tram,  ordered  him  to  difmift  them  immediately,  and  to  re* 
tire  to  Paderborn.     He  treated  Walla^  abbot  of  Corbie^  in 
the  fame  manner  ^    At  length  he  fent  for  his  fon  Lothaire^ 
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A.D.830.  to  wlibin  he  reprdented,  in  fo  ftrong  a  ii|^t,  the  folly,  ts 

W6U  &s  wictedne&,  of  this  behbTibur^  that  he  btlrft  cmt  kfo 

tears,  and  intreated  his  pardoQ*    At  that  mS^s^at  die  two 

.parties  were  on  th&  point  of  coming  to  blows )  bilt»  the  two 

•emperors  appearing  nether,  all  diiags  wei^  pacified,  aril 

the  dyet,  which  met  to  depofe  the  fatifct6t^  toofirMed  \k 

authority.  •  The  firft  uft  he  made  of  it  ^^as  to  arreft  the 

'   chiefs  of  the  defeAion,  whom  h^  brought  to  a  trial  at  the 

winter  affembly  held  at  Ai^  la  Chapi£  \  "Where  they  #dfe 

xfentenced  to  fuffer  death,  bttt  he  was  contetlt  to  fend  tkii 

Tinto  exile  ^. 

Neiv  in-   .    The  emperor  was  refolved  to  recall  Ws  confc^t  t6  coort; 

triguesand  but,  as  Ihe  had  taken  the  veil,  it  wa§  tfedught  k<eq«tifite  fe 

dijlurb'  .  have  the  advice  of  the  bifliops,  and  the  cfi^fafcnt  of  the  pope. 

ances  in    .  ^^^^^^^  ^^  fourth,  then  in  poffeffioii  of  the  fte  of  ^few, 

a^Jamnf  <ieclared,  that,  as  fee  bad  taken  the  veil  by  forcfe,  her  rami 

tbilkpe-    ^^^^  not  binding.     Spon  after  her  return,  couat  Behu^d 

rial  fa-     vras  recalled ;  but  firft  it  wa$  judged  fexpddient,  that  the  em* 

mily^         prefe  fliould  purge  berfelf,  by  oath,  with  Hfcfpeft  to  th*  heavy 

crimes  laid  to  her  charge^.    The  ret«<-n  of  count  Bimatd 

created  frefli  murmurs ;  the  monk  Gombdud  thotrght,  tbit 

being  made  prime  mLnifter  was  the  leaft  that  could  be  done 

for 4>ne  who  had  reftored the  emperor)  the  kings  Pefiin  and 

Lewis  were  for  |o7erni«ig  likewife ;  and  th*  cmprefe  judged 

,         every  attempt  of  this  kind  an  intrufiofi  upon  her  prGviactt 

The  exiles  were  recalled,  or,  at  leaft,  as  many  as  weredrt- 

tcnt  to  acknowiegij  their  errors,  and  fubfcribe  to  the  pro- 

A.  D.    vifion  made  for  the  emperor's  youngeft  fon  ».     Lothdirt  ^«5 

83  ^«      depofed  from  being  emperor,  but  was  allowed  to  keep  tlfc 

.title  of  king  of  Italy,  provided  he  did  nothing  of  confequeacc 

without  receinng  Ms  fetb^'s  iAftf uftion.    Before  the  end  rf 

the  year,  count  Bernard^  perceiving  that  the  emprefe  ww 

conduced  by  other  councils,   reconciled  himfelf  to  Pefky 

king  ol  Jquitaine,  and,  by  his  intrigues,  the  three  brodiers 

were  more  clofely  united  than  evei"  in  a  league  agaiiiil  their 

father  K  - 

Upon  the        '^^^  ^^  ^^  Aquitame^  having  made  his  efcape  frtfA 

diatb  of    court,  made/  all  the  hafte  poffible  into  his  own  dotiQickms, 

Pepin,      and  where  he  no  fooner  arrived  than  he  took  up  arms*    Thfc 

-  Idngof      emperor,  being  acquainted  with  this,  aflembled  an  army/ 

•  m 

^  Vita  Ludovici  Pii«    Vita  Valae  abbatil.  '  TttEti.  de 

gedis  Ludovici  Pii.    Nit  ha  an.  de  difTentionibas  filiorum  Luda- 

vici   Pii.     Vita    Valae  abbatis.  •    Vita    Luaovici  PiJ. 

^  Theg.  de  gcftis  Ludovici  Pii.     Vita  Vabe  abbatis.  NixHARi** 

*    de  difTentionibas  filiorum  Ludovici  Pii. 


sand/ifedawa,  tfaariite  would  hold  his  great  Cotih  at  drieans ;  Aqui- 
,init iis  foroiss  %vere  fcarce  in  motion  before  he  had.mtelii- taine,/^^* 
-gEngciofiithfi-ieJ^dit  of  his  fon  Lewis ^  which  conftralned  him^'"/^^'*. 
'^•i^turn,  and  to  apjxJint  the  aflembly  at  Mentt\    The-^f' ^'^^^ , 
^uagQiBavAria  la^de  no  doubt  but  thQ  Saxons  and  Allemans  ^'f°^^ 
mibald  have  jbiiiftd  him,  more  efpecially  when  he  knew  ^^^J  j^^^/l 
.had  taken  lup^m^ ;  but  they  marched  direftly  to  the  em- 
q»roi^  army,  wfaich  was  of  the  laft  confequence  to  his 
cftfairs  J  ior  it  gave  him  fuch  fuperiority,  and  raifed  his 
wourage  £o  moch,  that  he  compelled  Lewis  to  come  and 
^throw  hkufelf  at  his  feet;  from  whom  he  exafted  an  oath, 
itbat  he  would  ncwr  fwerve  from  his  duty  any  more.     Upon 
*his  return  from  tHis  expediti<io,  L$thaire  met  his  father  at 
iSmncfort,  aflttrii^  him  of  Ms -fidelity,  and  that  he  had  no    , 
iCorrdfpondeQae  widi  the  rebels ;  tho%  in  reality,  he  was  to    .    ^ 
AaKelpcenat  Aciirtadof  the  revolt^.     Lewis  marched  next     2r 
againft  the  king  xtf  Jquitairte,  held  an  affembly  at  Orkans,     ^^\ 
Jtod  obliged  hxm-to  furrwKfer -hiriifelf,  and  then  fent  him, 
ciiiidcr  an^efeorte,  priibner  to  Treves^    On  the  road  he  found 
jusaos  to  m^e  his  efcape,  feturnecl  Into  his  own  dominions, 
mnd  nrned  a  n©w  jfjtbelUon ;  which -fo  provoked  the  emperor, 
ithat  he  declai^ith^  kingdom  of  Aquitaine  forfeited,  and  in 
tthat  light. gai«er4t  to  his. fott^^r^x,  who  was  then  dbput 
:aii^. years  of  a^'^i  '  *      ' 

T^Hi^  pevi^ed-tHe  murmurs  of  the  peoj^,  and  created  a  Thifsf^^ 
v^feoesai  difcoHtent-Mtidngft  the  nebilllty,     L^haire^  who  was  pror  afe^ 
-reiur^ied  into  Maiy^  wheffe  Ifc'had  a  iiumerous  army,  2.1^'Cendtim 
i|£ed  himfctf  to  pope  Gr^ory  the  fourth ;  reprefenting  to  P^jM^  ^* 
i^ka,  that,  httving-bedn  €i*owned  emperor  by  one  of  his  pre-  ^"  ^^'^** 
idsccflbfs,  and  -the  «ft,  by  which  himfdf  and  his  brothi^r  ^''^"j  ^J' 
Were  defclarrf  kings,  being  in  the  pjipal  archives,  he  ought  '^^  ^Ijg/' 
-jufticeto  efpoufi^  their  eaufe.     Gregory^  won  by  thefe  fol- ^^  ^  >^^ 
•Ikai^ations,  tho*^  he  had  been  confiitnied  in  the  papal  fee  by  ««;///& />&^ 
the  emperor  X^%vf^,  yfet  confented  to  come  with  Lothair'e^utmoftiii* 
^and  His  army,  into  Fpanee ;  where  the  very  name  of  the  pope  dignitf^ 
brought  many  bifhops,  and  other  ecclefiaflics,  to  jein  them, 
«d  amongft  the  reft  Walla^  abbot  of  Corbie  y.     thi  the  other 
•hand,  fome  of  thie  biftiops,  and  particularly  Dreux^  blfhop 
4iMen$z^  the  emperor's  natural  brother,  tho*  he  had  not 

*  AnnalesBERTiNiANt.  NiTHARD.de  diflcntionibasfilioruiji 
Ludovici  Pii;  «^  Vita  Ludovici  Pii.  Theg.  de  geftis  Ludb- 
'feici  Pii;     Vita  Valsc  abbatis,  *  Adon;   Chroft.     Ni*. 

.tHARD;  de  diffentionibus  filibrura  Ludovici  Pii,  Vita  Valaa 
abbatis.  y  Agobbrt.  de  Comparatione  uttiufque  Reginiini^ 
Paschasxus  Radbertus  in  vit,  Vala  abbatis, 
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been  kindly  ufed,  adhered  firmly  to  that  mooardXt  aDdmoK ' 
in  very  ftrong  terns  to  Ae  pontif;  in  which  they  went  fe  far, 
as  to  reproach  him  with  entering  France  witlioiit  tbicn- 
peror's  leave,  and  being  in  a  camp  where  fons  had  Mjkfd 
their  banners  againft  their  father.    The  pope  replied  in  wy 
high  terms  to  them  ;  but  had  afterwards  an  inttnriew  vith 
the  eibperor,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  excnie  hhnfeif*. 
In  the  mean  time  Lotbaire  and  his  friends  corrapted  the 
emperor*8  army,  fo  that  he  fell  into  ^dr  hands,  widi  lus 
emprefs  and  his  (on  CharUs  s  and,  in  an  allembly  held  YaBSui 
on  the  fpot,  Lewis  was  depofed,  the  throne  declared  vaciot, 
and  Lotbaire  placed  thereon  *•    As  for  the  empreis  diey  ftot 
her  to  TortMa,  and  put  her  into  a  nunery»  the  yoang  priooe 
Charles  being  fent  to  a  caftle  in  the  foreft  of  jirien*    The 
pope  bong  returned  to  Rame^  and  Leviis  and  Pe^m^  vii9 
had  joined  their  brother,  bdng  .retired  into  their  refpedtire 
kingdoms,  Lotbaire^  in  ano^ier  aflembly,  compoled  chiefly 
of  ecclefiaftics,  caufed  a  long  charge  to  be  exhibited  agaioft 
his  father,  dq[raded  him  with  many  ceremonies,  caui^bis 
fword  to  be  taken  from  him -at  the  altar,  and  put  himiatoa 
habit  of  penitence,  after  the  model  of  kfa^  Wamia*%  af^ffl 
Spain.    He  likewife  caufed  £%lfe  news  to  be  told  him,  that 
theempreis,  having  taken  the  veilr died  foon after;  andtbe 
his  fon  Charles t  bdng  {baved,  was  put  into  a  mooafieiy,  ia 
'     hopes  that  this  would  have  determined'  him  to  becooe  a 
A.D.833.  monk  >.    All  thefe  contrivances  had  eflb&s  the  very  reidb 
of  thofe  that  were  expeAed  from  them.    The  emperor  k- 
haved  with  great  humility,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  mock 
firmnefs  ;  he  acknowleged  the  chaftifement  to  be  jufi  iroo 
the  hand  Qf  God,  but  he  conceived  that  the  notions  he  had 
formerly  entertained  of  becoming  a  monk,  and  abandomif 
the  rank  to  which  Providence  had  called  him,  had  broDght 
thefe  misfortunes  upon  him.    On  the  other  hand,  the  peo- 
ple in  general,,  and  the  monks  in  particuhr,  hegxa  to  alter 
their  fentiments,  and  to  cry  out,  that  the  ufage  of  fogooda 
prince,  by  an  unnatural  fon,  was  not  to  be  endured  ^ 
Lotbaire       Whi|-e  things  took  this  turn  in  the  heart  of  his  ifxA* 
mfttra    '  nions,  Dreux^  biftiop  of  Mentz,  went  to  the  court  of  his  «• 
kngftrug'^fhw^  Lewis,  king  of  Bavaria,  and  reprefented  tohiiOf  is' 

*  Theo.  degeftis  LudoviciPii.  Vita  Valas  abbatia.  Epift* 
Pap.  Greg.  IV.  »  Theg.  de  geftis  Ludovici  Fij  Vito  Valje 
abbatis.     Annates  Bertiniani.  ^  A^a  exaufiorationis 

Ludovici  Pii.  Theg.  de  geftis  LMdovici  Pit.  '  NitharD; 
de  diflentionibas  filibrum  Ludovici  Pii.  TuegaNv  de  ge&l<^ 
davici  Pii.    Viu  Valse  abb<itij>. 


^^4^'-  ne  Hiftoj  (7/ Fran*.  ly^ 

^ffiSf^JnoR  ipathedc  terms,  the  weaknefs,  as  weH  as  ^ic\itAnt{Sygli,ise9m' 
tX  lliW't6iidv£t  towards  his  father,  fincc  hfe  had  very  Mxtlct^Ueii,  /« 
fealbti  to  hope  the  fame  tendernefs  fitem  hiis  brother  Lothaire^^'  ^fi 
ife<  the  emj^or  h^d  flicwa  him;    At  the  faifae  time  count^**"^^' 


'that  it  Tvas  his  intereft  to  reftore  his  £ither,  notwithftandiilg 
it  was^  in  his  quarrel  he  had  been  ciepofed,  that  he  began  his 
inarch  with  a  numerous  army  for  that  purpofe  *.  Lewis^  of 
Bttvariuy  was  firft  in  the  field,  and  had  no  fooner  declared  on 

'  k!s  father's  behalf,  than  the  Saxons ^  with  their  nfnal  alacrity^ 
aflembled  their  whole  force  to  join  him  ^.  Sevehil  of  the  no* 
bility  in  France  took  up  arms  on  his  fide,  infomuch  that  Lo'- 

'  tbaire, .  perceiving  himfelf  in  danger  of  b6ing  furrotinded, 
fcnt  his  father  and  his  brother  Charles  to  the  abbey  <rf  St. 
Derds^  andj  with  the  feW  forces  he  ftill  rctaincd.about  him, 
redred  into  Burgundy ;  where,  bdng  joined  by  fbme  of  his 
adherents,  he  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief ;  but  was  at  length 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  tiirt>wing  himfelf  at  his  fether'd 
feet,  and,  with  tb^  utmofl  humility,  demanding  pardixi,  in 
the  fight  of  th6  whole  army  ^ 
Immbdiately  after  this  happyevent,  theemprefs  Judith  Tbo/invh^ 

'  was  recalled ;  and  tho*  the  emperor  had  beeil  abfolved  by  fuch  'were  dee f» 
Whops  as  were  about  the  cdurt  at  Sf.  Denis,  and  afterwards  efl  in  this 
pfefented  by  them  with  his  fword  knd  crown,  yet  fuch  was  treafon 
cither  the  fcruples  of  this  prince,  or  the  fuperftition  of  his  <^w4F^^ 
fubjefts,  that  a  more  formal  aft  of  reftitutipn  was  thought  ?^/"f  * 
ncceflary.     Accordingly,  in  an  aflembly  held  at  Thidnvilk,  *^\ 
all  that  had  been  done  in  the  aflembly  at  Compeigne  was  de-  ^^  ^^" 
dared  void/  the  emperor  was  again  abfolved,  feven  arch* 
bUhops  laying  their  hands  upon  his  head,  and  Ehbc^  arch- 

*  bUhop  of  Rheims,  who  had  the  boldnefs  to  degrade  him, 
which  he  had  done  with  much  brutality,  tho*faifed  by  theenl- 
peror  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  read  publicly  his  recan« 
tation,  atod  afterwards  refigned  his  dignity,  from  which  he  «^ 

>vould  have  been  otherwife  depofed'  g.     The  diforders  which  * 
thefe  cinl  wars  had  occafioned  were  fuch,  as,  in  a  manner,    ' 
baniftied  ^appearance  of  government  or  of  juflice;  but  the 
jemperor  quicidy   appointed  commiflaries   to  redrefs  thefe 

^  Tasg.  d((ge(li8  LttdoviciPii^    Nituaro.  de  diffentionibas 
filiornm  Ludovici  Pii.  «  Vita  Valae  abbatis.  '  Ni- 

THAKD.  de  diffentionibus  filiorum  Ludovici  Pii.    Tbso^  de 
geftis  Ludovici  Pii.    Vita  Vala  abbatis.  «  Nithard,  do 

^ilTentiombtts  filiorum  Ludovici  Pii. 

,  N  a  grievances* 


^  the  H0§i^  :$f  Vtaxy^.  B.SSC. 

gricvtBCCS,  and  to  reftpre  the  vigour  of  the  laws;  .^Briw^ 
they,  m  a  good  mcafure,  performed.    He  jnight  now  ca- 
tainly  have  fpent  the  remainder  of  his.  days  in  perfect  tiaa- 
quiUity,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  intrigues  ^  the  eo^- 
prefs,  who,  having  a  reftlefs  defire  to  fee  her  fon  ieitl^ 
in  a  kintgdom,  recurred  to  her  firft  projeft,    and  entered 
^^gaininto  a  negotiation  with  Lothaire.    He  did  not  enter- 
tain this  at  firft  fo  warmly  as  Ihe  ejcpefted,  though  he  fieat 
lo^ie  miwfters  of  his  own  to  treat  in  his  fjither^s  cqi^ 
Ht  the  head  of  whom  was  WaHa^  who  was  Wnd^y  x;cceii^ 
and  csureflcd  by  the  •emprefe,  tho'  he  had  been  the  pri^^ 
author  of  the  troubles  that,  from  the  very  bi^nning,  ^d 
-diAurbed  her  hulband's  reign  "*.  But  while  tins  treaty ,:we9t  on 
(lowly,  Lothaire  was  taldngevery  poffible  method  to  ftrengthcn 
,  himfelf  in  Italy ^  that  in  x:afe  the  emperor,  who  was  l^^^mc 
\very  infirm,  Ihordd  die,  he  might  be  able,  ft  all  evept^,  lo 
A.D.8^36.  p^^  bimfelf  into  pofleffion  of  his  dominions.    The  pac«er  in 
iVhich  he  executed  this  defign  difobliged  Hwy  .^rf"  the  nobi- 
,  lity,  aod  bore  fo  hard  uiyni  the, pope,  that  fce  jpjoiedjbis 
.  complaiitts  %o  theirs  at  the  co»rt  of  the  epapcror ;  wto  ws 
at  length,  fo  much  provoked,  that  he  refolyed  to  go  ip  perfQS 
with  an  army  of  choice  troops  inxp  Italy ,  ^x:A  fent  feis  or<tos 
to  L(dhair^\  to  provide  Ae  magazines  n^ccflTaiiy   fqr  his 
march  te  Rme\    Wtat  the  confequanqe  of  this  journey 
loigh^  hare  been  cannot  l?e  eafily  oonjeftured ;  but  th^  de- 
predations copjtaitted  on  the  cpaft  of  France^  by  the  JNma$n 
pirates,  obliged  tl\e  emperor  to  lay  it  aiide,  thatheaayit 
more  cffeftually  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  jdq^i^ions ; 
which,  whatever  chagrip  it  naight  give  to  the  emprefs  Judith 
and  her  partizans,  was  not  at  ajii  difagreeable  to  ^he  wifer  li»d 
better  part  of  the  ec^eror's  minifters,  who  were  vciy  6r 
from  Approving  of  this  expedition  ^- 
She  three      ^T  length,  after  mature  ddiber^tion,  the  .wprefs  4e|er- 
fom  cahai  mined  to  ei^age  Lewis  to  add  to  the  dominion?,  fonperly  in- 
again,  in  tended  for  her  fop,  the  kingdpm  df  Neu^m,  md  foine  oribff 
trJer  to     diftrifts.     This  cefolution  was  at  that  time  Js^pt:  jf^ry  fecrct ; 
comt'el      notwithftanding  which,  |the  thrqe  brothers  ,ih^d;iatcj[Jigei)tire 
their  fa-  x/L  it,  and  deliberated  jointly  whether  they  ifop»ldr»Q8irtfcc 
iher  to  de-^r^^^  or  diflfemble  their  refentment.     The  paff^e^;ffj^m  My 
M*^^     tvere  fo  well  gi^rdedi  the  dpminions  of  the  Hingdfl»i?  pf 
wtbout     ^^y^fi^  and  Jquitaine  were  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  ejch 
^  other,  And  the  aoWlity  of  France  :^i^  Germany  foJktle-dif- 

k  T<Jeg#  de  geftis  Ludovici  Pii.  Vita  Valae  abbatis.       '  *Tita 
'Ludovici  Pii.  ^       ^  Nithard.  dc  difTentioniSus  filiorum  Ludo- 
vici Pii. 
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ppfed  to  begin' any  new  troubfes,  that  they  were  conrframed 
to*  be  quiet,     't'he  emperor,  therefore,  having  funimoned*  an 
affembly  at  Chhrji  on  ,the  Oife,  introduced  his  fon  CidrUs, 
then  about  fourteen,  and  With  great  folcmnity  declared  him 
Idihg  of  Neufinaf  Lewis,  king  of  Bavaria,  being*  there  til 
^perfbn,  and  the  deputies  of  the  king  of  Aquitaine  lubfcribingj, 
■with  the  reft  *.    Things  did  not  remain  in  this  ftatelpng;  the" 
death  of  P^//»  opened  the  way  to  a  new  divifibn. /  He  left 
behind  him  two  fons,  Pepin  and  Charles,  and  two  princeffis, 
who  were  married;     Judith  prevailed  on  the  emperor  to  re-  ■ 
Tetlge  ^jhe  injuries  he  Had  received  from  his*  fbn  upon  his 
grand-children,  who  were  abfolutely  innbcent,  by  depriving    ' 
his  eldeft  fort  Pepin  of  the  kingdoih  of  Jquifaine:     In  order 
to    this* an  aflemtil/  was  convened  at  Worms,  to  which  I«- 
thaire  was  invited  j.  and,,  tho'  not  without  fom'e  inquietude,  - 
thither  he  came.     His  father  received  him  kindly,  but  the 
cmprefs  covei'ed  him  with  carefles. 

THE' great  point  was  to  engage  him  to  acquiefce  In  a  new  Newtro^ 
fchem^,  by  which  Charles  was  to  have,  as  the  fpoil  of  hhbles  break 
brother  Pepin,  tHekmgiom  ot  Aquitaine,  and  to  divide  the  ^»' /» 
refl:  of  the  French  dominions  with  Lothaire,  and,  according  Genhaay 
to'  the  olcl  projeft,  was  to  be  the  tutor  and  proteftor  of  his  ^^'« 
nephew.  As  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  difpute,  he  aflented,  ^8"*" 
or  rather  fubmitted,  to  what  was  expefted  from  him ;  and,  ^f^f 
by    this  partition,  the  Mexife,  the   country  of  Swiferland,  ZfthJf^ 
the  Rhone,  and  the  ocean,  became  the  boundaries  of  Charles's ^culty^^ 
kingdom;  except  on  the  fide  of  Spain,  where  he  had  all  ^r/^. 
that  the  emperor  poflefled".     But  Lewis,  king*  bf  Bavaria, 
ihd*  he  fufiered  nothing  by  this  partition,  was  fo  much  pro- 
voked- at  it,  that  he  alTembled  the  whole  force  of  his  domi- 
nions, in  ho6es  of  extendinjgthem  as  far  as  the  Rhine.     But 
upon  the  firft  conimotion  the  emperor  advanced  with  a  fmal! 
army  to  Mentz,  and,  upon  his  approach,  the  Saxons  be- 
gan immediately  to  arm  ;  which  put  the  dominions  of  the 
king  of  Bavaria  in  fuch  apparent  danger,  that,  having  caufed  ' 
his  forces  to  feparate,  he  fcnt  to  intreat  his  father's  pardon, 
T^is  infurreftion  was  fcarce  cxtinguiffied  before  the  bifliop 
of  Poitiers  came  to  inform  him,  that  fome  of  the  lords,  and 
the  gr^teft  part  of  the  people  In  Aquitaine,  were  extremely 
(Ufcantented,  and  looked  upon  the  treatment  that  the  young 
prince  Pepin  had  received  as  a  flagrant  aft  of  irijuftice.  Upon   ' 
which  the  emperor  appointed  an  aflembly  at  Chalons  pn  the 

*  AnnalesQBRTiNi ANi.  Vita  Ludovici  PiL  »  Nithard# 
de  diiTentionibus  filiorum  Lndovici  Pii,  Vita  Val»  abbatii^ 
yita  Ludovici  Pil, 

N  3  '  Soa9f^ 


xH  The  flifl^T  0f  TtMCf. ^        B.XI?C 

Sdane^  to  yhich  th^  lords  pf  J^tafne  wtreofdered  to  tz: 

pair. .  Thither  hp  carried  the  cmprefs  and  her  foo  Charles^ 

and,  to  the  utmoft  of  hi9  power,  Jaboored  to  give  general 

fa^i^fa&ion ;  aiQgfiiDg  the  motives  that  lodoced  him  to  dif- 

pofe  ot  the  )^ogdom  of  Jquitam^  to  his  fon,  of  wfaofe  edar 

catioo  bp  prpmifed  to  take  the  utmoft  carp;  and  abPTorii^ 

tl)effl>  at  the  fiime  dme,  that  he  would  proidde  for  his  grand- 

children  ■•    The  majority  of  the  nobility  and  prelates  ac- 

A'V*?39*  quiffced ;  but  thofc,  who  had  embraced  the  party  of  the 

ydung  prince,  were  not  to  be  moved  either  to  acknowlegc 

CbarUs.  otto  deliver  up  Ptpin  to  his  grandfather.    Hairtng 

done,  dierefpre,  all  diat  cquld  be  done  in  this  aflembly,  he 

w^nt  \o  Poitiers  i  wnere  he  fcept  \asCbriflrms^  fiiUy  re- 

folved  to  march,  with  t}ie  troops  he  had  abo|it  him^  into 

j/quitaine  in  the  fprihg  o. 

Thi  death      While  he  remained  there,  the  feafon  being  wet  and  cold, 

eftti  em-  he  became  much  indirpofed  ;  and  in  this  fituation,  and  at  the 

feror  in     entrance  of  Unt^  which  it  was  his  cu^ippi  to  obferve  very 

an't/land  ftri^ly,  he  received  the  unwelcome  news,  t)iathis  fon,  the 

^ihi       Icing  of  j?^i;<^ii,'Was  ^gain  in  arms,  that  the  5ax^w  and 

Khjne,      Thuringtaris '  |iad  jploe^  him, '^nd  that  he  had  already  made 

farifyof  ijimfelf  mailer  oST  the  bcft  part  of  C?frwia«>^/    Thjts  obliged 

diftafeani^^  emperor  to  turn  tus.ftjps  on  that  JSde,  at  a  juiifture  when, 

f^tiy  of  jjj^Qugj^  jj^g  whole  coufft  of  his  l^fe,  he  had  fpent  hij  time  in 

f-fy*        foftiag,  prayer,  and  retirement,  and  when  he  was  alfo  in  an 

ill  flate  of  health.    He  left  part  of  his  troops  to  guard  his 

wife  and Ton,  iand  whh  the  reft  pitxeeded,  v^ith  the  utmoft 

expedition,   to  jRx  la  ChapelU%    and  making  but  a  very 

ftiort  ftay  there,  he  palled  the  Rhine^  with  an  intent  to  give 

A.p.$40.^'is  fon  battle  p.     But  Lewisy  finding  his  troops  not  to  be  de^ 

pended  upon,  withdrew  into  his  own  dominions,  and  aban- 

doned  all  his  conquefts.    This  undoubtedly  had  given  the 

aiiiperor  great  jqy ;  but  there  happened  unfprtunately  at  this 

time  a  great  eclipfe,  in  which  the  ftars  becan^e  •yifible.  *  This 

afi^^eathe  weak  fuperftlt^ous  old  man  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 

it  rendered  his  malady,  which  was  otherwife  not  very  dan^ 

gerous,'rii6rtal  9l,    He  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  into  an 

^fland  inthc  Rhine^  the  a}r  pf  which  he  fancied  to  be  very 

falubrious;  there,  tormenting  himfelf  with  anxious  t)ipught$, 

^receiving  the  communion,  and  ifcaiteaRy  thing  elfe,  daily,  he 

lingered  for  fix  weeks.    When  he  found  there  were  no  hopes 

?!  TpECAji.  dc  geftis  LudoviciP^i.  •  VltaLndovici  Pii. 

I  Annales  Bertinianj.     Nithard.  de  dilTentionibQs  filioram 
t>udovid  Pii.  ^Theo.  de  geftis  Ladovici  Pii.       ^  «  Vita  Lodo- 
•     yxilPii:     "     *  ^       ' ■  '  ' 


C;;4-v  Tie  H(/hfry  cf  Frdnce.  ifj 

of  ^  recovery,  he  divided  his  treafares  and  rich  moveables 
ampogft  hj^  family,  the  great  churches  in  his  dominiooSy  and 
the  poor.  He  kft  a  crown,  a  fcepter,  and  a  very  rich  fword, 
to  Lothair^f  by  which  it  was  alfo  fuppofed  that  he  left  him 
the  empire ;  but  it  was  upon  condition  that  he  performed 
the  promife  he  had  made  with  refpeft  to  the  emprefs  and 
her  fon  ^  His  brother,  the  bifhop  of  Mentz,  perceiving 
that  he  left  nothing  to  his  fon  Lewis,  put  him  in  muid  that» 
as  a  Chriftian,  it  was  his.  duty  to  forgive  him :  to  which  the 
dying  emperor,  with  fome  eagernefe,  anfwered,  **  I  pardon 
**  him  with  all  my  heart  j  but  tell  him  from  me,  that  he 
'*  ought  to  think  ferioufly  of  obtaining  pardon  from  God 
^*  alfo,  for  bringing  my  grey  hairs  with  forrow  tp  the 
**  ground  *."  He  died  the  2Qth  of  Jtme  840,  in  the  72(1 
year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  27th  of  his  reign:  his  corpfewas 
interred  in  the  church  of  St.Amotd^  at  Mentz,  near  that  of 
his  mother  queen  Hildegarde  '  (B). 

As 

, '  Amnales   B£1itintani«    Thbo,   de  geftis  Ludovici  Pii. 
AnoN.  Chron.  •  Vita  Lu4ovici  Pii.  «  Thec*  de gcftit 

Ludovici  Pii,  c.  xx.    Adon.  Chron.    Vita  Ludovici  Pia. 

^  (6)  We  have  obferved  in  the  his  vdsfortimes  were  not  fb 

text,  that  the  emperor  Lt^s  much  owing  to  the  narrownefs 

followed  his  father*8  example  of  his  eenias,  as  to  the  foftnefs 

fometioies  withoat  eonfidering  and  diffidence  of  his  temper  (2). 

his  motives  ;  in  the  main,  how*  He  did  not  conftder  that  men» 

ever,  it  was  of  gfeat  afe  to  him,  who  had  better  anderftandings, 

and  ferved  in  lome  meafure  to  might  have  worfe  intentions, 

pieferve  the   conilitution  (i).  than  himfelf ;  and  it  fared  with 

He  coarted  the  favour  of  bi«  him  as  with  many  other  princes, 

ihops  a   little   too    much,  of  the  aprightnefs  of  his  own  na* 

which,  however,  he  had  but  a  tare  made  him  fcmietimes  ah  in« 

fmall  Hiare  ;  becaufe  he  (hewed  fbUment  of  injuftiC6,  as  dif^« 

himfelf  deiirous  of   confining  ed  by  the  arts  of  others.     He 

their  cares  to  the  proper  duties  was  governed  in  her  Itfe^time 

of  dieir  fundion.     He  fuffisred  by  his    firft   wife  Ermengarde^ 

his  mittifters  likewife  to  have  who  induced  him  to  aimciate 

too  great  an  afce^dency  over  Lgthaire  in  the  empire,  and  to 

him,  whicHwas  probably  owing  make  Pepin  and  Z^ii  kings 

to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  of  Aquitaine  and  Germany  :  the 

be<n  .brought  up,  but  more  ef-*  former  of  thofe  princes  had,  by 

pecially  to  his  natural  modefty  his  wife  Ingeitrudet  Pej^n^  who 

a^d  nuldnefs  of  temper ;   for  died  a  prifoner  in  the  caiUe  of 

Xi)AdM,Cbrm.    ^eg.JtfgeJIfttudevfeiPih    Jti^mn,  Cbrit^^        (<^)  T^j*. 
.  N  4  StnlH* 


Lothair?      A$  fton  a»  the  news  of  the  emperor  Lewis*k  death  reached- 
fucteeds  as  bafyy  Lothaire  looked  npon  bimfelf  as  his  fecceflbr  in  the 
'emperor     utmoft  extent  of  the  word,  and  refolved  to  make-  himfelf 
And  king    fjjafter,  if  he  could,  of  ail  his  dominions.    He  was  a  prince 
efmiYf    of  great  fubtlety  and  addrcfr;  could  wear  any  appearance, 
kit^^of^  that  the  ftate  of  his  gffkirs  rcqntfed ;  haughty  in  his  manner, 
Germa-    ^ff^^^^g  g^^^  fteadinefs,  which  he  really  had  not ;  and  tho* 
l»y,  and    ^^  ^?i'i *^i5 iphMs  with  much  prudence.  Was  neverthelefsliaHe 
pharlcs    to  hi?  difconcerted  if  be  metwithany  unexpefted  difficulties  iii 
^be  bald    their  execution.    He  judged' his  own  fituation  to  be  far  ibpci- 
as  king  ofnov  to  that  of  his  brethren,  as  teiuis  of  Bavariah^d  hf  no 
I'r^nce.     means  a  great  charafter,  and  Charksy  who  was  fcarce  icvcn- 
teen,  a'nd  under  the  tuition  of  bis  mother,  could  fcarce  be  fiwf 
td  have  any charalffer  at  all  ^.    As  fodir  as  he'haS'psrfled  tlie 
mountains,  he  {tiz^A^WvrmSy  and,  with  a*  very  numcfrons 
army,  marched  to  Francforty  intending  to  ffrip  te^ls  of  Ai- 
varia^  before  he  had  fo  much  as  a  fnfpicfen  dF  his  intention;  * 
Hfere  he  found  his  firft  miftake.     Lewis ^  who  had  always  fled 
before  his  fether,  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  corps  of  veteran 
tr6ops,'~attrf  ottered  Battle  ,to'  his  brother,     l%is  dHpofed  Lo- 
tiaire  td/a,  negotiauon;^  lipon  which  followed  a  truce  for 
three  months  w.     He'  did  tnis,  in  order  to  Tee  whether  he ' 
mj^hc  not  fu^ceed  c^ore.,eafi^y  in.  falUng.  upon  Charles ^  to 

«  Annale&BERTiNiAiM..:ViuLudoviciPii»        ^NiTUAAn^. 
de  di^«mio«|ibus  filiorux^  Lt^vici  {'iiy  hb.  ii^  - 

Seplisy  CbarJeSt    archbifltopi  V  caaot  ofP^wj  and   Ratrudcp  , 

Mentz,  and  Birtba,  vfhfk  mar*  who  died  uQroai-ripj  (4).     Hi» 

*  ncAQfraU^  oOMnt  of  Berry  {^)*  fccond  ei^iprefs  Judith  w^»  i^ 

bf  the  pofterky  of  Lenjuis  the  the  fentiments  of  a  great  btfto^ 

German   we    tnu^t    eH^Wh€ve»  riaa,  a  very  artful  coqi^et^  who* 

^y  this  emprefis  lie  had  9^(6  by  her  intrigues,  produced  moft* 

£vc  daug^ers;    Alpaide-,  who  of  her  hiift>and's  misfortunes, 

imarried  Begm,  count  ofPinris ;  in  which  fhe  had  her  fliare  ( c^ 

(je/tUt  who  efpoofed  Esterard^  By  her   he  had  ooJy  one  (ott  • 

^u)ce  of  Friaul,  by  whom Jhe  Charles^    who  foccfieded  him,* 

became  the  mother  of  Bjirenger^.  iirft  in  the  realm  of  Tretme^  and 

king  of  Italy ;  Hildegarder  the  .  afterwards  in  the  iniperial  dig- 

wife  of  count  Thierri ;  Adelaide^  nity ,  and  who,  in  his  life^timtf^. 

^ho,  feme  writers  fay,  was  firft  his  father,  on  the  deceafe  of  his^ 

efpoufed  to  count  Conrade^  and  fon  Pefin^  created  king  oiAqui-^ 

Afterwards  to  Bfibert  le  Fart^  taine^ 

(3)  Af.  U  P.  FavcUt.    P.  Anfelmt,    Mtvuray.  (4)   Faaehet.    Zh 

J?leix,    LeGendre.,  {^)  Vita  LttdpvtBi  Pit,     jtiampHbiV*    Foul*  JEmL 

^mah  Fremor.  Uh  7*    J^eh  Mertin,  ^  Fuld^  ' 

whom 


Mrhom  He?  hnifon't  agentt,  withaffurances  that  *he  meant  ta^ 
a^dllere  ftriftiy  tO'  His  pPOmMear,  bm  defired  at  the  fame  time' 
rtme  he  woulA  forbear  prefflng  their  liepheW  *  Pepin,  whofe 
pretenfionisiouj^t  to  b& examified-in  ar  aflfembly.    His  views 
iiv  this  w^rci  on^  the  one  Imnd,  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  a 
jufb  and  equitable  prince  with  the  vulgar,  and,  on  the  other,,  • 
to  ralfc  a  formidable  enemy  on  the  back  of  Charles^  while  he 
attacl^ed  in  front*.    To  fedfitate  this  ft:hcme>  his  agents 
vpsere  l&rewifo  charged  to  makeufe  of  perfuafions,  ifaondy,  and 
pFOOlilee,  in  orders-  to  dircrt  the  nobiHty  from  his  brother's- 
iitt^elV;  hiB  had  alfo  his  emiffanes  about  P^/m,  who  dif- 
rcia<ted-  hint  froiii  goic^  to  the  affenrbly  zt  Boufges,  to  whichi. 
lio  -^^a&iiivit^  by  C^rks  and  the  emprefs  dowager,  with  a.' 
prbtH!^  oP  fafety*  and:f2ftisfaftion.    A?  foon,  therefore,.  aSs 
JjetMdi^^e  hfad  coriduded*  a  truce  with  Lewis ^  he  marched  di- 
r^€tly^  tho'  (lowly,  towards  Paris ^  gi^ug  &ft  anfwers  to  the , 
eiftfe^ffaddri'from  €harlet^  who  were  feut  to  ptit  him  in  mind  ' 
o#  hil'protarfes  'arid  oaths^  ai  well  as  of  his  father's  dying  e2&- , 
preffidlis  y.     Thfe;  aMirsi  of  Chatles  were  at  this  time  in  a 
v«Fy  €rl«kal  ftttiitibh^  many  of  the'lbrds  in  Neu/tria  vftt^. 
lie»i  Me«i6d  to^him-,  andmoft  hstd:  nothing  but  their  own.. 
iiil»r€ft^t»h^arlr  ^-Ke  was'farfrom  bein^  beloved  in  Jqmfatne,  [ 
wft^i^  tfefe  pa^ty  rf'  Ptfpin  was  dtiify  increafing ;  and,,  to  add; 
tc^  aB  fhefe  nafisfortfemesj  the  Nofntam  threatened  an  invafioa ! 
upc«i  the  coafts  *•  ' 

TVie«]6^  ^a«i  however,  a  fmall  party  for  him  in  Neujiria,  Lot)iaire 
co^^dfeA'  of  the^  ableft  and  braveft  of  the  nobili):y ;  who,  «m/Pepin 
con^iferfng  thb  youthof  ^i^trrfcx,  and  knowing  the  difpofition  the  young-' 
of*B5f>>teir<?'pferfe6Hjr,  determined  to  prefer  the  forder  to  A^^r  defeat- 
\sL^e(S&i: ;  and^  having  figmfied  theit  fentimcnts  to  him,  Charles^  ^  h, 
catfM^  and  j^Aed  tfiejtt.     Ail  this  time  tothaire  Was  advance-  T^^l 
iiig;  fefiidi^g  his  emMailcfe^  on  every  fide  to  feek  out  his  old  ^f^.- 
frl^id^i  ^ttd  to  dnwovieri  by  any  mi^anis,  either  fiich  as  were  ^„  ^Jf 
n^tfti^i'br  af!fcftedto'hts'fn;other*sintfereft     He  found  manycharle« 
pF'bbib  f6f (19 ;  nto^e  efpecially  Pepin y  the  fon  of  Bernard^  a^ial^:  \' 
ki&g'  of  Itafy,  EUOy  rite  fainous  archblfliop  of  Rheims,  Vha 
hsA'  prcMe*  iff  the  aflftftibly  which  depofed  his  father,  with  I 
bthws'v^hohad  been  in  his  party  in  his  father's  time,  wha 
hadP  ftfifered  tor  hiih  then,  and  hoped  to  be  rewarded  n6w* 
Of  the  latter  fortalfb  there  were'  great  numbers  «.    Charles  ■ 
^iwUFtiiOt  idle  oh  his  fide;  but  he  had  fcarce  aflembled  a  finall 
zxMYj  beforij  he  had  news*,  that  bis  competitor  P^//w,  with  . 

s  Annales  Metenfes.  •  7  Nituard«  de  difientiombus 
fi}ldriiai^L«kdoi4cl^Fii>  liB.  if*  *  Chron..var.  antiq.  ^  Adon*- 
ChPM^.  VtTm?w.  de^i:^t<miihM  filio^Ladovici  Pii; 

aeon- 


f  f$  Tbe  Hs/hry  of  Frtftce.  B.  ^OXT; 

a  eonfiderabk  force»  beftq^  Bourges^    He  did  not  befiiafe 

a^imaincnt  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  that  place,  wfaece  Ms 

mother  was  in  danger  of  loiing  her  Uberty ;  aad^   ha^og 

beaten  P^m  and  raifed  the  fi^e»  he  returned  again  into 

Neuftria^  but  with  a  iinall  force*     Lothaire  had  by  this  tioie 

gained  all  the  country  between  the  Meufe  and  the  Seine ;  bat 

the  nobility  about  Charles^  very  happily  for  him,  were  fofur 

from  refenting  his  leaving  them  to  go  to  the  relief  of  his 

mother,  that  they  efteemed  him  for  it,  aflured  him  he  migbt 

rely  upon  their  fidelity,  and  advifed  him  to  offer  his  brother 

battle  ^.    He  followed  their  advice ;  but  fighting  was  not 

the  thing  that  Lothaire  affedled  moft ;  he  had  a  fnperior 

army,  and,  taking  the  advanti^e  of  this,  he  offered  hard 

terms  to  his  brother ;  which,  in  his  prefeat  ciiicnmfhrnces, 

CharUs  thought  fit  to  accept,  upon  condition  that  all  things 

(hould  be  finally  fenlcd  in  an  aflcmbly  to  be  held  In  the 

month  of  May^  at  Jttigni;  thax  Lothaire  (haold  maker  no 

attempts  to  his  prejudice  in  the  mean  time ;  that  the  tmce 

with,  the  king  of  Bavarid  ihould  be  prolonged,  and  that,  in 

cafe  any  di  the  articles  were  viola^xl,  the  ^treaty  .fhoold  be 

TOid.    L^haire  confented  to  all  this,  and  bioke  moft  of  the 

articles  as  foon  ^  he  had  made  them*    He  difpofed  a  great ' 

part  oi  his  troops  along  the  river  Seine ;  and,  having  ang< 

mented^  the  remainder  into  a  coafidcrable  army,  endeavound  t 

tpfarprUe  LewiSp  king  of  Bavaria;  but  that  prince,  who 

had  never  qon^dadin  him,,  w^s  inarms,  and  in  a  omdidon 

to  defend  his  own  territories,  provided  his  own  fqbjefls  le*  i 

mained  faithful  c.    In  the  mean  time  Charles,  with  a  fmall » 

corps  >of  troop?,  pafled  the  Seine,  in  fpite  of  all  the  care  i 

tfi9X^lMhaire's  officers  could  take,  and  marched  to  jittigm*  \ 

.  This  relieved  Lewis,  by  drawing  Lothaire  back  into  France^  \ 

yfhere.  he  might  have  fought  Charles  with  a  fuperior  army ;  ? 

.    but  whilft  he  endeavoured,  tho*  without  efFeft,  to  corrupt 

and  debauch  his  forces,  Lewis  oi Bavaria,\)&x  the  troops  he 

had  left  upon  the  Rhine,  pailed  that  river,  and  marched,  with 

A-D.842.  gredt  rapidity,  to  the  reUef  of  his  brother  Charles*     Upon 

the  jundion  of  their  forces,  Lothaire  retired  till  he  was  UkC'^ 

v^fe  joined  by  Pepin,  who  claimed  the  crown  of  jfqtdtaine; 

then,  rejeding  all  the  propcftions  that  were  made  him  by 

his  brothers,  he  refolved  to  leave  all  to  the  decifionof  a 

b$ttle.     This  wa§  fpught  in  the  nek;hbourhood  of  Fonterioy^ 

on  the  25  th  of  June,  and  w^  one  of  th^  mofl  memorable,  as 

wfeU  as  the  moft  bloody,  that  the  French  hiftory  records  ^ 

'^  Annales  Metenres.  «  Nithaed..  4e  diflendoBiboi 

filiorum  J«u4ovici  Pii^  1.  ii.      4  i^noif •  C]|^o^,^  Q^^*  TV*  andq. 
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kt  length  Jjothaire  and  Pej>in  were  totally  defeated,  and  it  1$ 
aid  there  fell  on  the  fpot,  on  both  fidei^  not  fewer  than  <»ie 
lundred  thoufand  men  ®. 

Lewis  and  Charles^  like  youi^  men,  loft  in  a  great  mea*  Jj^g^  ^ 
lire  the  fruits  of  their  viftpry,  the  former  returning,  with  ruitums 
the  ntmoft  diligence,  into  his  own  territories,  and  the  latter  ^nr,  the 
Following  Pepin  into  Jquitaine.    As  for  Lothairt^  he  retired  ^otbir$ 
te  Aix  Ia  Chapelle^  ^nd  by  the  help  of  thofe  artificial  expe-  *^^' 
dients,  of  which  he  was  a  great  matter,  fct  on  foot  a  new  P*^^f  ^^ 
army,  with  which  he  once  more  entered  Neujiria ;  caufing^^^** 
it.  to  be  giyen  out  by  his  emlflaries,  that  CharUs  was  killed  ^'f 
iff  the  battle,  and  the  monarch  oi  Bavaria  fo  wounded,  that  ^^^^ ' 
he  could  not  live.     Charles^  perceiving  his  miftake,  returned 
into  Neufiria^  but  with  fo  fmall  a  forces  that  he  was  con* 
ftrained  to  entrench  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  d(th)c  Seine^ 
Lothaire  marched  to  attack  him  with  a  numerous,  army,^  and  • 
found  the  waters  h  low,  that  he  might  have  <lQoe  it  withouc 
difficulty.   His  irrefolution  hindered  him,  till  the  riVi^,'  fweQ-* 
Ing  on  a  fudden^  rendered  it  impraAicable,    Tb^  prelates 
and  nobility  of  Charles's  party  cried' this  up  for  a  H^^e,  by 
9vhich,  in  a  fhort  time,  his  army  was  fo  much  augmented,  that 
he  was  enabled,  without  fear  of  difturbanoe  mm  Ixtkairei 
to  continiie  his  march  for  Strafimrgh  ',  where  he  joined  the 
army  of  Savaria,  which  his  brother  Lewis  commanded  in 
perfon,  and  there,  in  the  prefence  of  the  prelates,  ^ol^ty, 
and  troops,  they  fwore  perpetual  concord  and  amity,  and 
pushed  diings  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that,  if  other  of  them  ' 
htoke  this  treaty,  his  fubjeAs  were  abfolved  from  their  die* 
giance^  and  at  liberty  to  adhere  to  the  other ;  which  was  at* 
tended  with  very  pernicious  conlequences  in  fucceedinff  dmes. 
For  the  prefent,  their  union  was  in  itfelf  wonder^l,  and 
produced  wonders;  they  eat  together  at  the  fame  table  ; 
they  ilept  under  the  fame  roof;  their  councils,  and  even 
their  pleafures,  were  in  common:   and  this  harmony  dif* 
jfufing  itfelf  thro'  thdr  forces,  they  pu(hed  the  war  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  Lotkaire,  his  troops  defcrting  daily,  retired  on 
thb  other  fide  of  the  RhSne^  abandoning  all  Aufirafta  and 
part  of  Burgundy  ^.     The  two  princes  were  very  defirous  of 
keeping  wha:t  they  had  acquired,  but  at  the  fame  time  had  a 
mind  to  claim  it  by  fome  better  title  than  that  of  conqueft :  in: 
prdcr  to  this  they  applied  themfelves  t©  the  biihops ;  who, 
after  making  a  kind  of  enquiry  into  the  conduA  of  Lothaire, 

^  NiTBAEp.  de  diiTentionibas  filiorum  Ludovici  Pii,  lib.  iu 
f  AA^ales  M^tenfes.  ApoN.Chron.  s  NiTHi^Rn.  dediflen* 
^aibtts  fil^ofum  Ludoyifi  Pii,  lib*  ik 
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both  m  his  fath^r'^  life-time  and  fiace,  and  reckoning  up  alT 
the  afts  of  treafon,  cruelty,  perfidy,  and  tyranny,  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty ;  and  Having  demanded  of  the  two  kings, 
whether  they  meant  to  govern  lilce  him,  or  according  to  the 
Jaws  of  God  and  the  land,  they  anfwered,  that  they  intended 
to  govern  according  to  law  ^.   Upon  which  he  was  declared  to 
have^forfdted  all  title  to  his  dominions,  and  they  were  flat- 
•     fered  with  having  a  title  given  them  by  the  dedamtion  of 
Providence  in  their  favour  ^     But,   notwithflanding  this, 
Lotbaire  foUicited  his  brothers  to  eftablifli  peace  upon  fettled 
and  folid  terms,  and  propofed  feveral  projects  for  that  pnr- 
pofe;  which  they  rejefted.     At  length  they  accepted  this; 
that  the  kingdoms  of  Italy,  j^quitai/te,  and  Bavaria,  escq)C 
all  the  donrinions  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  fhould  be  divided 
into  three  equal  portions,  of  which  Lothdire  was  to  take  his 
choice,;  and  his  brethren  were  to  have  the  other  two  ^.     la 
confeqaence  of  this  agreement,  forty  eommiilioners  were 
named  by  each  of  the  three  kings,  a  whole  year  was  fpun  out 
in  theit  conferences  ;  but  at  length  it  was  fettled,  xhait  Charles^ 
bcfidcs  Jqwtaine,  fhould  have  all  the  country  between  the 
JL^iW  and' the  MH^e\  that  the  reft  oi- Germany  ftiould  be  an- 
nexed'to-  Levels' %  kingdom,  who  from   thence  was   fHled  . 
Lrivls.tkc  GermaH\  aiid- that  the  titles  of  emperor  aoi  Ju^ 
giifius,  being  left  %q  Lothaire,  he  fhould  not  only  retain  all^ 
Itblyt.2iM  tl^city  oi  Roni^,\>\xt  fhould  likcwife  poflefs  tho^ 
whofe;  traft  of  .cofunjtrj:  lying.  witWn   the  rivers  of  Rhont^, 
Rhtftei,  Satma,  MeUff^  and  Scheldt     The  whole  of  what  he 
A  D  84c  ^^^  onrtMs  fide  the  mountains,  was,  from  him,  (Hied  Lotha^ 
rin^,  Roy  atone  Lothnrienne,  that  is,  the  kingdom  qfix>'  ' 
thbire,  from'  whence,  by  corruption^  rofe  the  name  of  Lor* 
rcirty  tho'  that-  is-  now  ^iven    to  a  duchy,  which  contahis.. 
ottly.a'fmflll,part  of  that  kingdom* ;  which,  in  point  of  ex- 
terft  and  fituation,  was  very  confiderable. 
lach  of       .TrfB  cmprefe  JndUh  died-  a  little  before  this  partition  wafr 
ty.  kings    m«de.     ladeed  it  was  high  time  for  thefe  kings  to  put  an  end 
expofedto  to* quarrels,  alike  injuribus  to  them  ail,  and  which,  if  they 
gnat  in^  had  lafted  longer,  might  have  been  fatal.     The  Saracens 
€»nveni'    fufprifed  Beneventurh,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  moft 
€ncyfrom  ^^^  ^  jj^at  fine  duchy,  while  Lothaire  was  engaged  on  this 
fnm^^'    ^^^^  ^^^  ^lps\  and,  pope  Gregory  being  dead,  Sergius  the 
nueaknefs  ^'^^^^  '^^  elefted,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  fee  of  Ronu^ 

^  Adok.  Chron.   Nithard.  dedifTentiOAtbui  filionna  Lodd- 
.  vidPii.        *  Annaleff  N!^tenfcs.        ^  ADO^i.  Chron.         *Ni*  ^ 
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BirlthQUt  taking  any  notice  of  the  emperor  «i ;  Vfho  there-  <u;«r  had 
apoa  fenthis  ion  Lewis y  with  an  arfny,  to  obtain  fatis£a£lion;  brought 
i^ich  he  did^  and  the  pope  crowned  him  king  of  %\c  Lm-  ^*  ^* 
^ards.     Charles  was  not  lefs  perplexed  ;  Pepin  defeated  ai^ 
cat  to  pieces  a  great  corps  of^ troops,  the  Normans  landed  ^ 
the  mouth  of  the  Garonne  and  ruined  all  the  country,  ti^ 
dulce  of  Bretagne  revolte4  **.     The  emperor  and  the  kings  of 
France, 2^&  Germany  were  nowfo  well  united,  that  they  feqc 
deputies  to  Pepin^  to  the  Normans^  and  to  the  Bretons^  to 
let  tl|em  know«  that,  if  they  attacked  any  one  of  the  three, 
they  'would  certainly  attack  them  with  joint  forces.    But 
this  bad  little  or  no  efTeA,  theu*  neighbours  being  well  .^p- 
.prifed,  that  there  was  not  any  iincere  affedtion  amongilthenif 
^od  that  this  pretended  amity  was  purely  the  efiefts  of 
r^yreaknefs  o.    To  fo  low  a  fbte  w^s  the  French  ei^pire  f^UeOt 
.«^ipce  the  demife  of  Charlemagne. 

C4;4R^£S>  fufFering   his  refentment  qr  fi^lfe  flptiQQSdf  Charles, 
^jpoi]^  to  prevail,  cau&d  Bernard^  duke  of  Languedoc^  iwbofyemiea^ 
J^ad  once  made  fuch  a  i^re  in  the  court  of  his  tsktb^r,  to  jsis  'touring  t§ 
^rrcfted  ;  and,  after  a  y^r's  confinement,  jto  be  put  to.deajtb,  ^^^f^dhis 
jwhich  had  a  very  bad  effefl: ;  for  his  fop  Milium  fciz^ed  im*  ^^^^V^^ 
mediately  feveral  places  of  cQufcqueoce. .  H?,  to  revenge  hi^j^iii 
J^ther's  death,  join€;d  Pepin  with  all  tfie  force  hie  could  raife.//^^^^ 
The  Normans  made  another  defcent,  and.  pillaged  Toulm/kry  of  rigour 
the  dnke  of  Bretagne  was  inclined,  not  eply  to  throw  off  al^jj^^^^^-^ 
depei^deace^  but  to  aflume  the  title  of  king.     In  t\m jf^-  ag4nrh 
l^cscity  he  was  alarmed  mth  the  ^6w;s  -of  afrefh  fle^t.and 
(urffiy  of  Normans f  who  entered  the  i^QUth  ot  the  Sem^ 
.,4wberc  they  madp  themfelves  matters  of  ./?oa^;   and,  nqf 
Satisfied  with  the  pillage  of  that  place,  p^arched  direAly  to 
Parisj  which  they  likcwife  pijlaged  j  and  were  at  the  poiot 
|0f  atuc)cing  the  king,  with  a  fmall  army,  jn  anintrenchisd 
famp  at  St,  Denis  K    But  Charles ^  by  the  advice  chiqfly  <rf'^'D«B4J# 
4^e  prelates,  entered  into  ^  negotiation  with  them,  and,  hy 
^Vfpg  them  feven  hundred  weight  of  fily^er,  eqgaged  them 
jto  if  tire,  anji  to  promife,  with  reitergted  paths,  never  to  ro- 
iurn,    Tp  pacify  the  troubles  of. -4y?^i^a»«?,  he  yielded  the 
^SNcft  p^t  of  that  country  to  bis  nephew  Pepin^  who  render^ 
him  homage,  and  took  an  oath  of  fealty  9.     Charles  now 
l^und  bimfdf  at  kifure  to  ^ter.  fir^tagr^,  lYhich  he  did  witii 

*•  Annales  Bertiniani.    Adon.  Chron.  .  »  Annales 
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the  beft  army  he  was  able  to  aflemble,  but  had  the  misFiX'- 
tune  to  be  twice  beaten.     This  great  change  in  afl&irs  was 
chiefly  owing  to  an  alteration  iii  thft  king  himfelf.     Whiiea 
youth  he  was  very  tractable,  and  took  the  advice  of  his 
principal  nobility :  now  he  thought  himfelf  of  age  to  govern, 
and  foon.gave  fpedmens  not  much  to  the  advantage  other 
of  his  dwn  reputation,  or  of  the  happinefs  of  bis  fdbj^fh. 
He  amafled  Wealth,  by  oppreffing  his  people;  from  paying  a 
fuperftitious  obedience,  he  came  wholly  to  negleft  thebiflsops. 
Selfifli,  defpotic,  and  wrong-headed,  he  foon  incurred  me 
contempt  and  hatred  of  bh  fubjeAs;  (hewing,  by  the  fla- 
grant errors  in  his  conduft,    that  the  good '  quafities^  by 
which  he  had  been  formerly  diftinguiftied,  were  only  artifi* 
dal  and  afTedled  '.     The  prince  of  the  Bretons  fedng  atfo 
that,  nesleAing  all  other  enemies,  C^^rAfi  was  ofi  the  point 
clE  entering  his  country  with  another  numerous  army,  ite 
judged  it  moft  eicpedient  for  his  own  fafety,  and  far  fear 
of  bemg  over^powered  by  the  Normans,  to  return   to  im 
former  fitnation;    and,  upon  his  oikr  oJF  fubmiffion,  peace 
was  very  quickly  made.    Thus,  for  the  prefent,  domeflie 
tranquilfity  was  reftored  in  Finance,  whefe  it  was  exceed* 
ingly  wanted,  the  great  towns  bdng  decayed,  the  people 
•muerably  confumed,  and  all  the  naval  eftablifhments  dwiiH 
died  to  nothing  K 
^hfirtmit     'The  Saracens  gave  Lothaire  as  much  difturbance,  as  die 
S/trikri    Normans  had  done  Charles  \  had  pillaged  the  church  of  ^f. 
im  the      Peter,  which  was  then  vrithout  the  walls*  of  Rome';  had 
French     beaten  the  troops  fent  to  oppofe  them,  and  threatened  ftiH 
empire,      greater  mlfchirfs.      The  Sclavofiians  had  revolted  againft 
m)hicb  «r.  igyjis^  king  of  Germany.     The  Moorijh  pirates  were  be* 
^l  tU^  come  almoft  as  troublefome  to  Charles  as  the  Normans  t  and; 
h«rharout  '^^  ^  ™^*  ^^  *^^  difaftcrs,  Charles  and  Lothaire  wcrefBH 
MatiQns.     ^'^^  ^^.  ^c*""^**     I'Cwis,  king  of  Germany,  prevailed  trpod 
them  both  to  confent  to  a  new  interview  at  Merfen,  near 
Maejlricht ;  where  (having  fhewn  them  that,  through  thdr 
quarrels,  the  French  kingdom  had  loft  much  of  its  lufbt; 
that  the  great  lords  in  their  dominions,  were  every  day 
growing  more  independent ;  and  that  nothing  but  a  drift 
union  among  themfelves  could  prevent  the  ruin  of  them  all) 
they  fettled,    while  together,  a  kind  of  conftitntion,  by 
whkh  things  were  to  be  regulated  for  the  future,  more  efpe* 

'  NiTHAEPx  de  diiTentionibas  filionim  Ludovici  Pil.  likii^ 
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cially  in  r^ard  tothefucceffion,  which  even  CharUmagne  hiA 
left  very  loofe;  and  the  rule  now  cftablifhed  was,  that  the 
children  of  the  reigning  prince,  whether  of  age  or  not  of 
age,  fllould  fuccecid  to  their  father's  dominions,  and  owe 
nothing  but  the  rcfpeft,  arifing  from  the  ties  of  blood,  to  tlie 
other   princes  of  the  houfe  of  Charlemdgne  K    The  Moots  A.D.t49. 
Mving  received  a  gifcat  defeat  in  Spain,  were  content  to  make 
fcstxxvnth  France;  and  this  negociation  was  very  luckUy 
concluded  with  them,  when  the  Normans,  making  a  freftt 
defcent  with  a  great  force,  bcfieged  Bourdeaux.     Charks 
mardied  immediately  to  its  relief ;  knd  having  taken  and  fuilk 
ipmeof  their  Clips,  compelled  thefe  barbarous  invaders  to 
raife  the  fiege:  but  he  no  fooner  quitted  the  couhtiy,  than 
they  returned,  and,  throtigh  the  treachery  of  the  Jews,  hav- 
ing.furprized  the  dty,  jnllaged  and  burnt  it «.     This  prov<<d 
.  an  affair  of  great  confequence  to  Charks ;  for  Btmrdeaux  be- 
lon^og  at  this  time  to  Pepin,  and  the  nobility  conceiving  that 
it  was  loft  through  fome  negligence-  of  his,  revolted,  and 
fubmitted  themfelves  again  to  Charges,  and  fie  was  accord- 
ingly crowned  and  anointed  king  of  Jquitaine,  at  Orleans. 
,.  Lewis,  king  of  Germany,  had  enough  to  do  to  bridle  his 
rebels;  and  Lothaire^as  not  lefs  diftrefled  by  the  Saracens  - 
notwithftanding  which,  he  follidted  his  brother  Lewis  to 
enter  into  a  league  with  him  aguinA  Charles,  which  he  pru- 
.  dendy  and  peremptorily  refufed «.  .  : 

Relicious  diflurbances  w^^^  qui<jkly  added  to  the  rcfty^  n^ 
of  the  diforders  that  diftradlcd  France ;  and  while  the  king  tons  r/^ 
was  employed  in  holding  councUs  for  redreffing  thefe,  tl^^v^  ^ 
lea  coafts  of  his  dominions  were  ravaged  by  MoonJ^,  Greek,  from  the   ' 
and  Norman,  pirates.     Pepih  ibrted  out  of  thofc  obfcure//«»'^^ 
places  where,  fince  the  laft  revolution,  he  had  concealed  ^/^^''^ 
himfdf,  and,^  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  timej  recovered  a  great  part  ''^^'^^ 
rf  Jpdtaine.  Lothmre  and  Lewis  were  not  at  all  more  at  their  ^^^^^ 
eafe,  infomuch,  that  it  looked  as  if  the  barbarous  nations  had  ^.^"^ 
confjnred  to  deftroy  the  French  as  they  formerly  did  theZ^' 
Roman  empire  r.    Charles  marched  into  ^quituine,  and  met  '*'^*^'^* 
with  great  fuccefsj  taking  prifoner  Charles,  the  brbther  of 
Pi^in,  whom  he  obliged  to  enter  into  holy  orders.    He  had 
done  ftill  more,  if  Nominoi,  duke  of  Bretagne,  had  not  re- 
volted; and  by  the  afliftance  of  count  Lambert,  who  had 
.  tormcrly  made  a  great  figure  in  the  court  of  the  emperor 
Uwis  rendered  himfelf  matter  oi  Remies,  after  which  lie 

*  Annalcs  Bertiniani.  '  »  Chron.  van  antiq.  «  Ni- 
THA^i>i  de  diffchtbnibcs  filiorum  Ludevici  Pii  lib  ii 
^  AnnalcsBBRriwjANi.  ...  -  ,  .    ,      .'        *.  • 

recurred 


,$0i  ^  t^ory  if^msBtl  B.mX 

recurred  to  Jus  old  fdieme,  aad  aflfnqded  dieiide  of  liiag. 
*        ,   He  held  k  during  his  life,  and  uwfmitted  It  to  hLs  Cbai  rH^- 
^ee,  againfi  -whamCharUs  led  all  the  forces  of  his  dotntntfuis, 
fc^ce  doubting,  of  fuccefe,  fioce  count  Xom/^^r^  -was  alfo 
dead ;  but  he  was  miftakep,  for  the  xmw  kiiig  of  Brsaagsu 
gave  him  an  entire  defeat,  in  which  a  |;reatnumber  of  tcoDps, 
fuxd  aot  a  few  of  ihe  nobility,  pmil^  ^.    'Charles  retirifig 
to  Anglers^  in  order  to  recruit  his  forces,  Bcr^ge  hxm^ 
demanded  a  iafe  coadndl;  went  ihither  dilcewife,  and  izob- 
cluded  a  treaty  upon  very  advantagi^ous  ^rms,  fioce  fte 
regal  honours  were  c<xiceded  to  him,  together  with  hb.fioi- 
quefts,  and  nothing  re&cved  to  Charks^  but  the  .hquK^ir  tt 
receiving  homage  frooi  a.klqg.    He  had  fome  ameads  .made 
Km  for  this,  by  the  feizing  0f  P^in  the  youBger,  fay  a 
prince  d[  the  CajGons^  who  delivered  him  into  his  li^uis; 
tipon  which  he  caufed  hkn  to  be  immedintely  fiiaved,  aad 
fent  hkn  prifoner  to  the  convent  of  &.  Midirdde  So^fims. 
The  country  which  his  father  left  him  in  Spain  was  jUomft 
iqtirely  loft,  either  by  the  revolt  of  4;ho£e  vfho  weneiiitrBfiad 
with  (he  government  of  cities  and  fert^efies^  or  oonqotanl 
bf  the  Moors ;  fo  that  the  king  had  enemies  on  ercfy  £d^ 
•  and  great  difcontent  even  in  his  own  court  \ 
Death  9f      A^  *he  inconftancyand  .rnqtinous  dlfpofidon  of  the.people 
tbemft-  ofjiquitaine  had,  froni  the  very  beginning  of  his  .mgn, 
rw  Lo-     given  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  he  refcdvcd  to  lay  hcdd'iof 
thaire,  .   .this  opportunity  to  xJiaftife  them;  and,  in  doing  this,  he 
«^/A#</i-cap|.jed  things  fo  far,  that  the  grater  part  of  his  fobje&s 
'^ILr*   ^^^^^^^  to  throw  off  their  allegiance,  with  which  .view 
*mliua*'  thcy/ent  deputies,  who  were  Ukewife  to  ferve  for  fao&ages, 
^^^j^'j  ^P  ^W'w,  Jfjng.of  Gernianyif  befeechiflg  him  either  to  come 
4ht&$n.    ^P  peribfi  and  accept  the  kingdom,  or  to  fcnd.thcm  one  <^j:^s 
fpi^s;  and  the  C?«nn4/7,  forgeutng  thetreatks,  confiroiedby 
the  i^ipid  folenm  oaths,  that  fubfifted  beiwen  them,  feat  them 
bis  fon  Lcwi^^  efcorted  by  a  fmall  body  of  troops  ^.    At  tUs 
j^n<0:ttre,  bpth  th^  brothers  foUicited  the  emperor  tp  jcqa 
\yith  ihem  agaiaft  each  other.;  and  he,  infligated  by  the 
fame  motives  of  ambitipq,  made  alUanpes  with  both,  bnt 
took  ^re  xj^  a^  neith<^f    In  the  miean  .time  an  iacMent 
})gppened,  which  was  aot  unfavourable  to  Charles.    F^ 
.  9)|i4e  Ivis  ^Icape  put  of  the  monaftery,  and  mtarned  into 
Aquitaine,  where  moft  of  the  d^nteoted  party  joiaed  hiai^ 
and  quitted  the  king  tjiey  had  fent  for  out  of  Germany  \  -of 
Virhich  Charles  taking  advantage,  attacked  Lewis,  who  was 
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at  the  fame  titne- attacked  by  P^//»,  who  thereupon  prudent- 
ly compronjifecl  matters  with  his  uncle,  and  with  his  leave 
xeturned  into  Germany  *".     Lothaire^  whofe  ambitioft,  per* 
-fidy,  and  other  vices,  had  been  fb  prejudicial  to  the  interefls 
.of  his  family,  finding  his  end  draw  near,  took  the  habit  of  a 
xnonk,  that,  according  to  the  fuperftition  of  thofe  times,  he 
.might,  by  this  fecond  baptifm  as  they  phrafed  it,  atone  for 
jiU  his  crimes;  and,  though  he  lived  a  tyrant,  die  a  faint  ^. 
lu  this  difguife  of  a  monk,  which  he  did  not  Wedr  quite  a  week, 
he  expired,  on  the  29th  df  September y  leaving  behind  him  .  p.  « 
jjiree  foas,  LewiSy  Lothaire,  ^nA  Charles.     Lewis,  who  had     ^^i^^^ 
been  aflbciatcd  by  his  father  in  the  government,  had   the 
|4ngdom  of  Italy ^  and  the  title  of  emperor ;  Lothaire^  the 
^bell  part  of  the  dominions  his  father  held  in  France^  and 
"Was  ftiled  king  of  Lorraine -^  the  reft,  confifting  of  Provence^ 
I^auphine,  and  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy ,  fell  to 
Charles y  who  thenceforward  was  called  the  king  of  Provence  *, 
One  would  have  imagined  there  were  kings  enough  in  this 
family;    but  Charles^    wboip  for  the  future  we  muft  ftile 
Charles  the.Baldy  though  probably  that  furname  was  ndt 
given  him  in  his  life-time,  declared  his  fon  of  the  fame  name, 
though  a  child,  king  of  J^uitaine;  and  the  people  were  fo 
pleafed  with  it  for  the  prcfent,  that,  the  Nonnans  landing 
in  their  country,  they  took  arms  with  alacrity,  and  attacked 
them  with  fuch  vigour  and  valour,  that  fcarce  three  hun- 
dred of  them  found  their  way  back  to  their  (hips  ^. 

This  fit  of  loyalty  did  not  laft  long,  they  became  more  Lewis; 
diCcontented  than  ever,  renounced  their  allegiance  to  Charles y  king  of 
recalled  Pepiny  whofe  affairs  were  fo  defperate  that  he  had  Germa- 
joined  with  the  Normans y  and,  in  conjunftion,  pillaged  the^yv^^^; 
countries  over  which  he  pretended  to  reign.      In  a  litde  ^'''^"f^  ^'' 
time  they  deferted  him,  and  had  recourfe  once  more   ^Opif f 
Lewis  the  German.     Chay-Us  the  Bald  had  it  not  in  his  power      f     r 
to  punifti  or  even  to  reftrain  them.     The  nobility  of /raw^^yj^^^j"^^^ 
were  become  fo  turbulent,  arid  the  bifliops  fo  unruly,  that  cro^n  of 
he  knew  not  how  to  aft,  or  in  whofti  to  confide.     In  thefe  France* 
circumftances  he  demanded  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  by  the 
.  mother's  fide,  who  told^him  very  freely  what  the  malecon- 
tents  faid  in  vindication  of  their  own  conduft;  which  was, 
that,  at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and  fortune,  they  had 
|*aifed  him  to  a  throne,  and  that  he  now  behaved  to  them 
ungratefully,  and  like  a  tyrant.     Upon  this  Charles  addrefTed 
tis  circular  letters  to  the  nobility  and  prelates^  recititfg  wliat 
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his  uncle  had  told  them,  iod  requiring  fuch  as  thought 
themfelvcs  really  aggrieved  through  negligence,  mifinforma- 
tion,  or  otherwife,  to  appear  and  demonftrate  their  complaints 
in  an  open,  free,  and  general  aiflcmbly,  to  be  held  at  Verhe- 
ricy.  promifing  ample  retribution  and  juftice,  as  well  as  obli- 
vion, for  every  thing  paft;  but  declaring,  that  all  afts  of  dif- 
obcdience  fhould  be  regarded  for  the  future  as  rebellion  8. 
.In  full  confidence  that  this  would  give  fatisfaftion,  he  march- 
ed with  all  his  forces  to  befiege  a  ftrong  poft,  'which  the 
Danes  had  taken,   in  the  very  heart  of  his  dominions ;  and 
while  he  was  thus  employed,  the  malecontents  in  France^  af- 
.ter  the  example  of  thofe  in  Jqtdtame,  invited  Leivis  of  Ger- 
inany  to  x:ome  and  take  pofTeiTion  of  the  kingdom,  which  he 
.    accordingly  did,    with  a  formidable  army,  while  CharkSy 
abandoned  by  the  greateft  part  of  his  fubjefts,  was  obliged 
to  raife  the  fiege,  and  retire  into  a  diftant  part  of  his  domi- 
^  J)  g-g  nions  ^.     Lewis,   upon  this,  affembled  the  prelates   of  his 
*  party,  who  declared  Charles  the  Maid  fallen  from  the  regal 
dignity  for  mahadminiftration ;  and  Ganelorty  archbifhop  of 
Sensy  in  virtue  ot  this  decree,  folemnly  crowned  Levjis,  to 
whom  the  nobility  and   bifhops  did  homage,  as   king  of 
France,    notwithflanding    the    prelates,   who  ftill   adhered 
to  Charles,    had    declared  all  to  be  excommunicated  who 
fhould  attempt  any  fuch  thing.     The  princes  of  the  blood 
alfo^acquiefced  in  this  matter  ;  infomuch  that  Pepin  of  Aqui'^ 
taine,  who  had  been  lately  reconciled  to  CharUs,  and  the 
king  of  Lorrain,  who  had  entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  with 
him,  and  in  confequcnce  of  thefe  engagements  ferved  in  his 
army,  quitted  him,  and  went  to  acknowlege  Lewis ;   though 
this  was  not  more  the  efFcfts  of  levity  than  of  force  *. 
Charles,        Amongst  thofe  who  were  the  moft  forward  in  this  enter- 
h  ^»  ^^^-  prife,  though  they  did  not  enter  into  it  at  the  beglrfning,  were 
fuicontn^  Conrad  aiid  lVolf,\iic  fons  of  count  Conrad,  brother  to  the 
^ance,  re*  g^^pj-^fg  Judith,  and  confequently  coufin-german  to  Charles 
^hn^d     ^j  ^^^  Bald,  who,  by  their  extraordinary  zeal  and  afliduity, 
^3^1  ^^^^  quickly  acquired  the  confidence  of  their  new  mafter.     Thefc 
hft  it,       ^ox&.%  reprefented  to  Lewu,  that,  being  called  to  the  throne  by 
the  nobility,  having  the  bifhops  at  his  devotion,  and  no  army 
in  the  field  to  oppofe  him,  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to 
gratify  fuch  as  had  been  moft  inftrumental  in  this  change 
and  alfo  to  fend'  back  the  troops  he  had  brought  with  him, 
that  he  might  fix  the  afFedlions  of  his  new  fubjefts,'  by  ap- 
pearing to  rely  intirely  upon  their, attachment;  and  hinted 
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o  him  at  the  fame  time,  that,  when  this  was  done^  his  com- 
petitor Charles  might  be  prevailed  upon,  in  c'onfideration  of 
ome  fmall  territory,  to  renounce  his  pretcnilons  ^.  Lewis 
x>l  lowed  their  advice,  and  then  fent  them,  with  full  powers,  . 
:o  treat  with  their  Qoufin  Charles,  \yith  whom  they  had  been 
ill  this  while  afting  in  concert.  They  acquainted  him  that  A.D.8598 
Le-wis  having  fent.  back  his  own  army,  and  diftributed  his 
3rcafures  amongft  thofe  who  had  aJQTifted  him,  thie  only  thing 
;hat  Charles  had  to  do  was  to  march  with  the  forces  that 
wrere  ftill  about  him  towards  his  brother  Z^ww ;  and  that, 
baving  both  the  hopes  and  fears  on  his  fide,  there  was  little 
reafon  to  doubt  of  his  fuccefs  ^  Charles  executed  their 
fcheme  immraediately,  and  wa^  reftored  with  as  much  eafe 
8LS  he  had  been  dethroned ;  Lewis ^  at  his  apprpach,  finding 
himfclf  obliged  to  retire  into  his  own  dominions,  aiid  the 
king  of  Lor  rap  y  who  had  deferted  him,  went  to  compliment 
Chixrlcs  at  his  return  "• 

These  inteftine  difturbances  had  terrible  efFefts  on  the  Difiurb^ 
general  fyftem  of  affairs.     The  Normans  not  only  ruined  the  ances  in 
coafts,  pillaging  fometimes  one  great  town,  fometimes  an-  fke  king^ 
other,  but  had  aftually  feated  therafelves  on  the  Seine  and  ^°^^   ^f  ' 
on    the  Somme.     Solomon,   who   had  killed  duke  Herifpee,  ^wain, 
poflefled  Bretagne,   with  the  title  of  king;  and  taking  ad- ^f^g    ^ 
vantage  of  thefe  troubles,  had  not  only  fettled  his  government  ^^^^     *^^ 
fo  as  not  to  be  eafily  fhaken,  but  had  alfo  made  confiderable  oftheduchy 
acquifitions.     In  the  midft  of  this  defolation  and  dlforder,  ^y  France 
Charles  the  Bald  was  bent  upon  revenging  the  injury  he  had  to  Robert 
received  from  his  brother  Lewis.     Their  nephew,   the  king  le  Fore 
of  Lorrain,   interpofed,    procured  an  interview,    at  which 
himfclf  was  prefent,  and  with  much  difficulty  compofed  their 
quarrel.     In  a  little  time  after,   he  began  to  entertain  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  uncle  Charles ;  and  to  fecurc  himfelf  effeftually  on 
that  fide,  facrificed  the  fertile  province  of  Jljace  to  the  em- 
peror his  brother,  with  whom  he  made  a  ftridi  alliance.     His 
motive  to  this  was  equally  fcandalous  and  unjuft  ".     He  had 
married  Theuthergey    the    filler  bf  count  Hubert,    againft 
whom,  without  any  canfe,  he  had  taken  an  inveterate  ha- 
tred :  he  was  therefore  defirous  of  depriving  her  of  the  (hare 
flie  had  in  his  bed  and  throne,,  in  order  to  admit  to  both  a 
miftrefs  of  his,  whofe  name  was  WaWade,  and  of  whom  he 
was  paflionately  fond.    In  order  to  this,  he  charged  his  queea 
with  the  horrid  crime  of  inceft  with  her  brother  Hubert^ 
for  which  he  put  her  to  the  trial  of  boiling  water,  according 
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the  barbarous  cuftom  of  thofe  times ;  and  being  declared  in- 
nocent,  he  revived  the  fame  accufation,   pretcndiag  to  have 
'         •      frefti  proofs.     Thefp  confifted  in  the  queen's  voluntary  con- 
feffion  of  her  guilt,  fupportcd  by>  the  teftimony  of  Gonthaire, 
archbifhop  of  Cologne^    who  was  her  confeflbr  ;    but  the 
truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  he  threatened  the  qneen  into 
this  confeffion,  by  putting  her  in  fear  of  her  life,  and  brogghc 
the  archbifhop  to  aft  the  fcandalous  parr  he  did,  by  promifiog 
to  marry  his  niece  as  foon  as  the  queen  was  divorced  <>.    In 
the  management  of  this  affair  feveral  of  the  prelates  in  his 
A.D. 860. dominions  concurred:    but,  while  it  was  depending,  both 
the  queen  and  duke  Hubert  her  brother  made  their  ^fcape 
into  Francey    where  they  were  received  and  protefted  by 
Charles  the  Bald;   and  it  was  this  that  engaged  Lothaire  to 
purchafe  the  friendship  of  his  biother  at  fo  dear  a  rate  P. 
The  infolence  of  the  Bretons  at  length  enraged  Charles  fo 
much,  that,  having  procured  from  his  brother  Letvis^  tot 
a  fum  of  money,  a  body  of  Saxon  horfe,  he  m^de  an  irrup- 
tion into  Bretagne ;  and,  having  engaged  the  army  of  Sok- 
mon  two  days  fucceffively,  was  at  length  forced  to  retreat, 
with  the  lofs  of  the  beft  part  of  his  arniy :  he  found  means, 
however,  to  draw  over,  or  rather  to  retrieve,  Robert  le  Fofi^ 
that  is  the  Stout ,  or  the.  Strongs  who  commanded  Sol(nmrC% 
army,  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  captains  of  that  age, 
upon  whom  he  beftowed  the  duchy  of  France^  comprehend-  - 
ing  the  country  between  the  Seine  and  Loire^  by  which  we 
are  to  underftand  he  made  him  governor  of  this  provioce, 
with  the  title  of  duke  q.     We  (hall  hereafter  fee  what  the 
confequences  were  of  this  aft  ^f  royal  policy  and  bounty. 
Charles         The. wrong  turn  his  affairs  had  taken  in  Bretagne^  difa- 
engagts      bled  Charles  from  attacking  the  Normans  with  his  own  troops; 
one  body  ^but  what  he  wanted  in  force  he  fupplied  by  addrefs.     He 
^^™^'J^  was  informed  that //^zY^wflf,  a  famous  Mrw^n  pirate,  was 
to  ajpft  tn  returned  from  England^  and  had  taken  his  winter  quarters 
^another     °^  ^^  banks  of  the  Soane\  but  not  having  it  in  his  power 
for  a  fum   ^^  ^xpel  him,  he  tliought  it  beft  to  diflemble  it,  as  he  like- 
of  money*   ^^'^  ^^^  ^'^^  P^U^gi^g  the  country  of  Terouenne.     This  fa- 
mous free-booter  had  formerly  offered  him  his  fervice,  to 
diflodge  his  countrymen  upon  the  Seine^  for  three  thoufand 
pounds  of  filver,  which  propofition  the  king  rejefted,  not 
haying  the  money  to  give  ^     He  thought  proper  to  renew' 
'   the  negotiation  at  this  junfture;  notwithftanding  Wailani 
raifed  his  price,  and  demanded  peremptorily  five  thoufand 
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pounds  of  filver,  which  the  king,  with  great  difficulty, 
raifed  and  gave  him.  '  In  confequence  of  this  fubfidy,  he, 
with  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  fail,  came  up  the  Seine^ 
and  attacked  the  Normans  in  the  ifland  oiOifelle^  whq,  after 
a  long  and  obftinate  refiftance,  were  compelled  to  capitulate ; 
and  having  paid  fix  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  and  filrer,  by 
way  of  ranfom,  had  leave  to  go  and  join  thofe  who  had  re- 
duced them  *.  This  produced  a  new  mifchief,  for  they  ftill  \ 
fliewed  no  inclination  to  depart ;  and  the  king,  infenfible  of 
the  miferies  to  which  his  fubjefts  were  expofed,  employed 
all  his  thoughts  on  thebafe  projeft  he  had  formed  of  defpoil- 
ing  his  nephew,  the  king  of  Provence,  a  weak  and  infirm 
prince,  of  his  dominions,  in  which,  however,  he  failed;  and^'^'^"^' 
then  thought,  by  denying  it,  todeceive  the  world,  in  which 
he  had  as  little  fuccefs.  At  his  return,  he  attempted  and 
executed  a  fcheme  he  had  formed  againft  the  Normans^ 
whom  he  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that  they  were  forced 
to  capitulate,  and  give  him  hoftages  to  depart  the  king- 
dom ^                                                                         •    .  ^                   ' 

They  executed  this  treaty  but  indifferently,  fince  a  great  f-^^  reft- 
part  of  them  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  BretagneJ^fi  ^*- 
.  Upon  this  Charles^  by  the  advice  of  count  Robert y  recalled  ^^*'*  ^*^ 
Wailand^  and  for  fix  thoufand  pounds  in  gold  engaged  him  '^<^«*'^ 
and^is  followers  to  enter  into  his  fervice.     Count  Robert  ^//^^^ 
had  likewife  the  good  fortune  to  defeat  the  Normans,  in  the  excetHnz^ 
fervice  of  the  king  of  iretagne,  finking  twelve  of  their  fhips,  ly  tvexatU 
'  and  putting  all  who  were  on  board   ihem  to  the  fword.  out  to  the 
Thefe  fucceffes  might  have  put  it  in  the  king*s  power  to  have  French 
reflored  his  authority,  and  his,  affairs  ;  but  now  the  troubles  monarchy 
in  his  family  began.     His  daughter  Judith  had'efpoufed 
Ethelwoif,  king  of  the  Wie/}  Saxons ;  and,  after  his  deceafe, 
to  the  fcandal  of  all  the  Chriflian  world,  fhe  became  the  wife 
of  his  eldefl  fon  Ethelbald;  and  he  being  alfo  dead,  fhe  re- 
turned to  the  court,  of  her' father,  ftill  ia  young  woman,  and 
full  of  amorous  inclinations  "•     This  put  her  upon  running 
away  witlj  Baldwin,  forrefter  of  Flanders,  with  the  privity 
of  her  eldeft  brother  Lewis.     This  drew  the  difpleafure  .of 
.  the  king  both  upon  her  and  the  prince,  who  thereupon 
fled  into  Bretagne,  where  he  married  without  his  father's 
confent,  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  his  brother  Charles, 
king  of  Aquitaine,     In  thefe  misfortunes  he  was  not  alone; 
his  brother,  Lewis  the  German,  being  rather  more  perplcxedw    gg^ 
by  his  fon  Carloman,  who  revolted  and  fubmitted  feveral 
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times  ^,  but  not  without  creating  great  prejudices  to  the 
realm  oi Germany ^  and  the  French  empire  *. 
^be  king       ,The  aiFair  of  the  king  o(  Lorrain  broke  out  again  with 
c/  Lor-     fre/h  violence  :  he  caufed  one  aflembiy  of  bifhops  to  be  held 
rain'i  ^/-  at  Jix  la  Chapelle,  in  which  the  archbiftiops  of  Cologne  and 
vorce        Treves  prefided;   and,  having  procured  their  confent,  he 
^y^i^^l    wrote  to  the  pope  to  approve  his  marriage  with  TValraii^ 
n    b  n'e   ^^'^^^  h^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  folemnize  before  he  received  an  an- 
iuFr^cc, ^^^^^  ^'     '^^^  P^P^  Nicholas  I.  fent  two  legates  to  hold  a 
and  in    *  council  at  Metz,  in  which  this  affair  was  to  be  finally  deter- 
Italy».      mined;  and,  in  their  paflage  through  Fr^w^^,  they  delivered 
Charles  the  Bald  a  letter  from  the  pope,  intreating  him  to 
pardon  Baldwin  and  his  daughter,  which  he  did ;  and  the 
marriage  being  celebrated,  he  beftowed  upon  his  fon- in-law 
the  county  of  FLnders  ^.     Thefe  legates  had  other  lettors 
^Ifo   to  deliver,   which  they  fupprefFed,    being  corrupted 
.  ,         by  the  king  of  Lorrain.      In  coiifcquence  of   this,    they 
confirmed  all  that  had  been  done  in  the  aflembiy  at  Jix 
la  Chapelky  and,  in  hopes  of  deceiving  the  pope,  the  arch- 
biftiops of  Cologne  and  Treves  were  fent  to  make  a  report  to 
him  of  the  whole  bufinefs  *.     He  was  previoufly  informed  by 
Charles  the  Bald,  and  was  fomuch  provoked,  that,  by  a  coun- 
cil held  at  i?wz<?,  the  council  of  Metz  was  declared  a  wicked 
aflembiy,  and  both  the  archblihops  depofed  **.     Thefe  pre- 
lates fled  to  the  emperor,  and  gave  him  fuch  an  account  of 
the  matter,  that  he  went  to  J^ome  with  a  body  of  troops, 
•  entered  it  in  a  hoftile  manner,  and  Ij^ept  the  pope  fliut  up  in 

the  church  of  *S^  Peter  forty-eight  hours,  without  meat  or 
drink.  At  length  he  was  fo  far  pacified  as  to  admit  of  an 
interview,  in  which,  Jpeing  informed  of  the  truth,  he  order- 
ed, the  two  prelates  to  quit  his  dominions  immediately  «. 
About  this  time  died  Charles,  king  of  Provence;  and,  after 
fome  difturbance,  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  icrr^w  di- 
vided his  dominions  between  them.  Charles  the  Bald,  being 
now  fomewhat  at  eafe,  obliged  the  king  of  Bretagne  to  do 
him  homage;  after  which  he  marched  with  a  great  army  in- 
-  to  Jquitaine,  and  compelled  his  fon  Charles  to  fubmiffion. 
The  Narmans  in  the  mean  time,  with  Pepiif  at  their  head, 
penetrated  as  far  as  Clermont,  in  Auvergne,  from  whence, 
though  with  fome  difficulty,  they  m^de  their  retreat  to  the 
poaft;  in^  which,  bowpvp,  Pepin  was  taken,  and  carried  to 
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his  uncle.  As  he  was  in  the  habit  of  a  Norman^  and  there 
Avere  fome  fufpicions  of  his  haying  apoftatized,  the  nobility 
and  prelates  of  Aquitaine  made  no  fcruple  of  condemning 
liim  to  death.  His  uncle,  however,  fent  him  to  thecaftleof 
SenliSy  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of' his  days  under  a 
gentle  confinement*.  His  fucceffor>  Charles ^  VCmg  of  Jqui- 
tiiiney  being  in  his  father's  court,  involved  himfelf  in  fome 
ibolifh  quarrel,  in  which  receiving  a  cut  over  the  head,  he 
langiiifhed  for  fome  time,  and  then  died,  leaving  behind  a 
very  indifferent  reputation,  and  no  iJfTue  by  the  widow  he 
married  ^.  - 

'     The  Normansy  notwithft^nding   their  repeated  treaties,  Chales 
and  the  vaft  fums  of  money  which  they  had  received,  conti-  the  fiald 
nued  to  make  defcents  perpetually  in  the  territories  of  France^  happily 
ionnettmes  in  one  place,  fometimes  in  another,  which  g^vQ  fifties  his 
the  king  inexpreffible  trouble.     Sometimes  he  repelled  force '^*'^^^^ 
by  force;  at  others  he  was  conftrained  to  procure   their  de-^.  ^'^' 
parture,  by  paying  them  large  fums  of  money,  which  dif-  ^J^^^  ^^ 
fered  little  from  tribute,    by  which  the  kingdom  was  ^itheprejn^, 
length  fo  exhaufted,  that,  having  engaged  to  pay  them  four 
thoufand  pounds  in  filver,  he  was  compelled  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  capitation  in  order  to  levy  it.     What  was  ftill  a  heavier 
misfortune  both  to  him  and  to  the  nation,  was  the  death  of 
Robert  le  Fort^  who,  with  two  other  generals,  fell  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Danes  *\     The  king  had  married  his 
fccond  wife,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children,  but  they  died 
*  young.    He  was  very  defirous  to  have  her  publickly  crowned, 
from  a  fuperftitious  opinion  that  the  children  he  might  have 
*    by  her  afterwards  would  furvive.     This  ceremony  was  ac- 
cordingly performed ;  and  the  king  being  apprehenflve  that 
it  might  incrcafe  the  difcontent  of  his.eldeft  fon,  Le^vis, 
whof6  continual  intrigues  with  the  king  of  Bretagne  had 
given  him  exceiSve  trouble,  he  refolved,  once  for  all,  to  try 
if  it  was  not  poffible  to  content  both.      With  this  view  he 
declared  Lewis  king  of  Jquitainc,  in  the  room  of  his  bro-    ^ 
ther,   with  which  both  the  prince   and  the  people  were 
equally  pleafed,  and  he  confented  that  the  county  of  Cori" 
tenteiny  fhbuld  be  incorporated,  and  for  ever  annexed  to 
Bretagne  s.     It  had  been  happy  for  him  and  his  fubjefls,  a  rj  o/- 
if  all  his  defigns  had  been  as  jufl  in  their  nature,  and  as  for-     '    *     ' 
tunatje  in  their  iflue,  as  thefe  ;  for  both  the  kings  remained 
perfeftly  fatisfied  with  thefe  conceffions,  and  engagecj,  when- 
ever the  circumftances  .of  his  affairs  fhould  require  it,   to 
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fecond  him  againft  his  enemies,  each  of  them  with  a  certaia 
corps  of  troops,  which  was  a  point  of  grear  confequeqpe  to 
his  government,  and  contributed  not  a  little  %o  the  repofc  of 
France  *. 
Thekmg        Tht  cafe  of  the  king  of  Lorrain  was  by  this   time  be- 
of  Lor-     come  of  the  laft  importance.     Lothaire  flattered  himfelf»  that 
rain  xxMi^/j  pope  Jdrian  would  treat  him  with  more  tendeinefs  than  his 
a  journey   piedeceflbr  had  done,  notwithftanding  the  difcoveries  that 
^.    ?°^2'.  bad  been  made  by  the  archbifliops  of  Cologne  and .  Tr^evest 
return-  " ^^^  being  abandoned  by  the  king,  after  all  they  had  done, 
difpute  a-  ^^"^^  to  RomCy  and  laid  open  all  that  fcene  of  corruption  and 
hout  his    perjury  in  which  they  had  been  partak«rs  '.     It  feems  in* 
fucceJioH.  deed  to  have  been  the  pope's  intention ;  who,  having  com- 
manded him  to  put  away  his  miftrefs,  to.  take  an  oath  to  haarc 
nothing  more  to  do  do  with  her,  and  to  engage   twelve  of 
his  principalr  nobility  to  fupport  this  oath  by  their  o^^b,  en* 
couraged  him  to  come  to  Rome,  in  order  to  receive  abibliH 
tion  ^,  This  did  not,  by  any  means,  pleafehis  uncle,  who,  in 
cafe  the  fentence  of  excommunication  had  been  pronounced, 
would  infallibly    have   difpofleffed  him  of  his  dominions: 
iind,  in  order  to  fettle  the  method  of  dlvifion  among  them* 
felves,  the  two  kings  oi^Cermany  and  France  had  an  inter- 
view at  Met%^  where  the  matter  was  entirely  fettled  between 
them.     This  coming  to  the  ears  of  Lothaire^  heightened  his 
uneafinefs  exceedingly.     He  applied  himfelf,  therefore,  with 
great  affiduity  to  obtain  the  good-will  of  his  uncle,   Leuuii 
the  Germany  upon  whofe  word  he  could  better  rely   than 
upon  that  oi  Charles :  anc^  after  feveral  interviews,  and  lay- 
ing befpre  him  the  difficulties  he  was  under,  he  carried  his 
point,  iufomuch  that  he  promifed,  not  only  to  inake  no  at» 
tempts  upon  his  dominions  in  his  abfence,  but  likewife  to 
proteft  his  fon  Hugh,  whom  he  had  by  Waldrade\  and  even 
reflored  to  him  the  county  ol  Alface^  which  he  had  yielded 
fome  years  before,  and  agreed  that  it  fhould  be  erefted  into 
a  duchy,  In  favour  of  that  young  prince  \     In  confidence 
that  his  uncle  would  perform  hispromife,  Lothaire  proceeded 
in  his  voyage  to  Italy,  where  his  brother  the  ejjfiperor  de- 
dined  feeing  him ;  but  he  fent  his  confort  to  meet  him,  who 
accompanied  him  to  his  interview  with  the  pope  "'.     Adrian 
gave  him  hopes,  celebrated  mafs  in  his  prefencev  and,  when 
they  came  to  communicate,  purged  him  and  the  lords  who 
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were  with  him,   as  to  the  oath  they  hgd  formerly  takeHi 
tothaire^  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  attendants,  commu- 
nicated ;  though  fome,  upon  .hearing  the  pope's  exhorta-i 
tion,  drew  back  ".     Adrian  intended  to  have  had  the  whole 
affair  examined  over  again  by  the  bilhops  kX  Lorrain  and 
Germany  J  and,  Ujpron  their  report  to  a  council  which  was  to        \ 
have  been  held  ^tJRome,  to  have  decided  which  was  the  king's 
lawful  fpoufe;  for,  in  the  fecond  caufe  before  the  pope's  ico 
gates,  hothaire  had  affirmed,  tha?:  he  had  married  Waidraie 
before  he  efpoufed  Theutberg  <>.     But  there  was  no  occafion 
for  thefc  proceedif^s,  fince,  in  his  returta  to  his  dominions,  A:D.?iS^, 
lothaire  died  of  a  fevea*  at  Placenttt^  on  ^  the  7  th  of  Auguft. 
It  was  generally  believed  that  he  was  himfelf  perjured,  and 
that  the  lords  whd  communicated  with  him  knew  it.     They 
all  died  in  a  very  (hort  fpace,  and  he  did  not  furvive  thetti  a 
full  month.     By  the  demife  of  this  prince,  without  lawful 
iffue^  the  fuqceffion  to  his  dominions.  Jay  open ;  but  Charles 
Qi  France^  who  had  an  army  ready:  to  march,  and  withal  a 
very  ftrong  party  in  Lorrain,  entered  and  took  poffeflioii- 
ipam^ifttely :  and  havitjg  been  fokmnly  crowned  at  Metz, 
looked  Upoia  this  rfe^lm  as  his  own,  notwithftanding  the  pope 
interfered  in  favour  6f  th6  emperor,  who,  as  the  brother  of 
the  deceafed,  fcemcd  to  have  the  bcfl:  right;  and,  notwi«h- 
ibnding,   the  king  c^  C7*rmtff?y  infilled  on  his  claim,     tout, 
when  .the  latter  had  prepared  to  afTert  it  by  arms.  Charted 
confented  to  a  divifion,  which  tObk  place  in  the  fucceeding 
year  ?,  by  which  the  flames  of  war  were  kep^  from  breaking 


out. 


-tT  was  judged  neceflary,  in  order  to  this,  that  the  two^,    ' 
kings  ftiould  hate  an  interview;  and  with  this  view  Ciarles  fj!^^^^ 
^entto  Her^at,  and  Lewis  came  to  Mer/en,  and  from  thaice^^^^* 
each  advanced  to  a  royal  palace,  at  an  equal  diflance  from^Mi;^^„  fi,t 
both  placid,  and,  af^r  a  month's  time  fpcnt  in  conferences,  h'ngs  of 
the  bufinefs  was  amicably  fettled  9.     Lewis  obtained  by  this  France; 
partition,   the  cities   of  Cologne,  Utrecht,  Strajburg,  Bafil,  and  (^^x- 
Trevesy  Metz,  and  their  dependencies,  with  all  the  coun-^^ny»  «^ 
tries  fetween  the  rivers  Ourt  and  Meu/e,  together  with  Jfix*^^^^^'"i' 
la  Chapelle,  and  moft  of  the  diflrifts  between  the  Rhine  and  ^^^  ^^, 
Keitfe.     On  the  other  hand,  Charles  acquired  Lyons, ' Be/an- ^^^^^^^^ 
con,  Vienne,  Tongres,  Toul,  Verdun,  Cambray,  Viviers,  and 
Vfez,   together  with  Hainhault,   Zealand,    and  Holland  \ 
The  pope  ftill  ipterpofed  very  warmly,  and  left  no  method 
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untried  to  have  procured  at  lead  fomething  for  the  emperor, 
if  it  had  'beeu  in  his  power ;  but  it  was  to  no  pnrpcrfe,  at 
kaft  with  reg^d  to  Charles y  who,  when  he  found  the  pontif 
grew  very  angry,  and  treated  him  but  very  coarfely  in  his 
letters,  laid  them  afide,  without  giving  the  pope  any  rfnfwcr  *. 
His  fon  Carloman,  whom  he  had  put  into  orders,  but  whom, 
Botwithflanding,  he  had  fufFered  to  command   his  forces 
A.D.S70.  ^o^^  ^han  once,  having  no  inclination  to  that  courfe  of  life 
to  wliich  he  had  been  deftined  by  hi5  father,  left  the  court '; 
and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  defperate  thieves, 
committed  horrid  devaftations  in  the  country  between  the 
Meu/e  and  the  S^ne,  whiA  gave  the  king  great  difquiet,  and 
the  more,  becaufe  all  the  promifes  bf  pardon  be'  could  make 
were  vain,  and  without  effeft  \ 
ne  pope  is     Pope  y/<irw«  being  mifinformed,  or  not  having  fkgacity 
obliged io  enough  to  make  a  right  judgment  of  affairs,  interpofcd  in 
bend  to     (his  bufinefs  alfo  *.     For  the  king,  taking  advantage  of  Car- 
Charles     lomah*s  being  in  orders,  refolvcd  to  profecute  him  by  church 
and  to  pro-  cenfures,  but  firft  procured  the  biftiops  in  his  dominions  to 
bisa^^   excommunicate  thofe  who  had  fcduced  his  fon  into  rebellion, 
ancein  lb-  ^^  ^^^  fupported  and  affifted  him  therein ;  and  Hincmar, 
tainingtbi  b*^op  of  Loon^  having  refufed  to  fign  the  excommunication, 
empire.      ^^^  ^&  proceeded  againft  in  the  lame  way;  and  at  length 
Carloman  himfelf,  who  thereupon  applied  to  the  pope  ;  and 
he  writing  in  a  very  rough  ftile  to  Charles,  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  (hewing  him  in  a  very  contemptible  light  to 
pofterity.     The  circumftances  of  the  French  monarch  were 
very  much  changed  *.     In  jthe  beginning  of  his  reign  he 
courted*equally  the  nobility  and  the  bifhops ;  afterwards,  be- 
ing abandoned  by  the  former,  he  cajoled  the  latter,  and  it 
was  chiefly  by  the  help  of  their  authority    that   he   had 
emerged  from  his  troubles  :  but  now  his  power  and  his  ex- 
perience being. greater,   he  anfwered  the  pope  with  great 
ipirit  and  good  fenfe,  reproached  him  for  the  indecent  lan- 
guage he  had  ufed,  and  made  hhn  fo  fenfible  of  the  radinefs 
of  his  eonduft,  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to  pen  a  recanta- 
tion, which,  no  doubt,  he  flattered  himfelf  would  be  kept 
a  fecret;  and  with  which  pofterity  being  acquainted,  is  from 
thence  enabled  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  piety  and 
policy  of  the  court  oiRome  ^.    He  went«farther :  from  affeft- 
ing  to  diftate  to  Charles  he  became  his  creature ;  and,  in 
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hopes  of  raifing  his  own  family,  promifed  all  the  aiTillance     871,  ' 
poffible  in  promoting  his  defign  of  afTuming  the  imperial  dig- 
nity, and  taking  pofleflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Itafyy  in  cafe 
of  his  nephew's  demife  ^.     The  emprefs,  in  the  mean  time, 
^vas  negotiating  on  the  fame  fubjeft  with  Leyfis,  king  of 
Germany y  and  engaged  him  to  make  a  ceffion,  by  treaty,  >of 
that  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Lorrain  which  he  poilefled,  in 
confideration  of  the  emperbr's  devolving  that  title  and  his 
dominions,   by  will,  either  upon  him  or  on  one  of  his  fons. 
Adrian y  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  folerfmly  crowned  the 
emperor  as  king  of  Lorrain ;  but  it  is  not  clear  that  he  ever     - 
had  the  pofTeffion  :  and  the  pope,  notwithftanding  this  cere-      ^  ' 
mony,  renlained  firm  in  the  interefts  of  Charles  the  Bald  to 
the  time  of  his  demife,  which  happened  not  long  after  \ 

The  realms  of  Germany  and  France  were  equally  difturb-  Troubles 
cd,  by  the  ambition  and  felfiflinefs  of  the  fons  of  Levjis  and  in  Ger- 
CharleSy  and  by  the  incurfions  of  the  Normans.     Levjis  had  many, 
but  three  fons,  and  two  of  them  were  in  rebellion.     Carlo-  France, 
man  was  in  arms  againft  CharleSy  and  againft  the  peace  and  ^*^  ^^c- 
property  of  his  fubjeftsjfpoiling,  killing,  and  burning,  where-  *^g"^- 
ever  he  came  b.     The  diiFerent  charafters  of  thefe  kings,  ap-  ^'^*i*  ^f 
pearcd  from  the  manner  they  took  to  deliver  themfelves  from  q^^^  * 
tliefe  misfortunes.     Lewis  prevailed  upon  his  fons  to  return    . 
to  coqrt,  upon  his  bare  promife  that  they  fliould  not  be  pu- 
nifhed ;  and,  having  (hewn  them  how  little  it  was  their  in- 
.tereft  to  aft  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  and  what  good 
effcfts  would  follow  from  their  returning  to  their  duty,, and 
living  in  harmony  with  each  other,  he  reclaimed  them  as  he 
had  done  his  eldeft  fon  formerly,  and  found  them  ever  after 
both  faithful  and  obedient  ^.     In  like  manner  he  compro- 
mifed  matters  with  the  Normans y  and  turned  their  incurfions 
upon  his  enemies  *.     Charles y  on  the  other  hand,  after  much 
forbearance  and  indulgence,   abandoned    Carloman  to  the 
juftice   due  to  his  fubjefts ;  fo  that  being  taken  and  con- 
demned to  death,  he  ordered  his  eyes  to  be  put  out,  and 
then  fent  him  to  a  prifon,  from  whence  efcaping,  he  fled  to 
his  uncle,  the  king  of  Germany y  who  gave  him  proteftion 
and  fubfiftence,  and  nothing  more,  till,  in  a  fliort  time,  death 
'     delivered  him  froQi  all  his  troqbles  ®.     In  refpeft  to   the 
NormanSy  Chdrles  had  fo  obliged  Solcmony   whom,  he  filled 
duke,  though  the  pope  and  other  princes  treated  him  as  king 
c)iBretagney  by  fending  him  a  very  rich  crown,  that  he  very 
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87J.      readily  concurred  In  the  propofal  made  him   of  attacking 

thofe  dangerous  invaders.     This  enabled  the  king  to  befiege 

"them  in  Anglers y  which  made  a  long  and  obftinate  defence; 

and^  which  certainly  had  not  been  taken  at  laft,  but  by  the 

addrefs  of  the  duke  of  Bretagne,  who  having  reduced  them 

to  extremity,  Charles  admitted  them  to  a  capitulation,  aad, 

for  a  large  fum  of  money,  fufFered  them  to  preferve  their 

fhips,  which  the  duke  would  other  wife  have  deftroyed  ^    In 

the  fucceeding  year,  this  powerful  prince,  who  had  governed 

his  country  with  much  reputation,  and  feemed  in  all  refpefts 

'    -        (but  the  manner  in  which  he  acquired  it,  that  is,  by  the 

murder  of  his  fovereigri  and  relation)  to  deferve  the  regal 

dignity,  to  which  he  afpired,   becanie  himfelf  the  viftim  of 

a  conspiracy  formed  by  his  own  fubje<5ls,  inconjunftion  with 

fome  French  lords  ^.     This  threw  the  country  of  Bretagm 

into  dreadful  di'flenfions,  which  it  took  fome  time  to  appeafe; 

an^  while  thefe  troubles  continued,    the  emperor  Lewis  11. 

died,  in  the  month  of  Augufl^  without  havings  iffue  male, 

which  occafioned  a  great  ftrugglc  **. 

Charles         Lewis,  king  of  Germany ^  claimed  the  title  of  emperor, as 

the  Bald    the  elder  brother  oi  Charles  \  for,  in  refpeft  to  the  deceafed, 

tnters  Ita-  i-^gy  ^g^g  uncles  alike.     He  relied  upon  the  intrigues  of  the 

lywttb  «^  gjjiprefs,  the  good- will  of  the  Greek  emperor  Bajily  and  had 

S!;/r    ^^^^  *^^P^^  ^f  ^^^  P^P^  7^*'^  ^^"  ^-     ^^^'"'^-^  ^*^  ^^^  ^?^^ 
©arlo.     '  ^'^^  meafures  fomewhat  Better,  for  he  relied  chiefly  on  him- 
man,         felf.     As  foon  as  he  had  the  news  of  his  nephew's  death,  he 
marches    ,  fcnt  his  Only  fon  Le^is  into  Lorraine   to  aflcmble  an  army  on 
direSily  tq,  the  frontiers  of  that  kingdom;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  began 
Rome.       tomarch  with  the  forces,  that  he  had  long  held  ready forthat 
purpofe,  into  Italy  ^.     King  Le-mis  fent  his  fon  Charles  thi- 
ther, with  a  fmall  body  of  troops ;  and  upon  the  news  oi 
his  brother's  expedition,  difpatched  his  fon  Carloman  after 
him, .  with  a  confiderable  reinforcement.     Carloman  beat  the 
Trench  troops  that  guarded  the  pafTages,  entered  Italy ^  and, 
though  his  army  was  much  inferior  to  his  uncle's,  would 
have  hazarded  a  battle.     It  was  a  maxim  with  Charles  the 
Bald  not  to  fight  if  it  might  bq  avoided :  he  therefore  dif- 
patched fome  miniflers,  in  the  firfl  place,  tq  found  the  popCt 
and  then  propofed  to  his  nephew  that  both  armies  fliould  re- 
tire, till  the  difpute  could  be  amicably  fettled  between  him 
and  his  father  K     Carloman  accepted  the  propofition,  and  ex- 
ecuted his  part  of  it  punctually;  but  Charles ^^  in  confequence 

*  Annales  Metenfes  ^t  Bertin.  «  Annales  Metenf<J«< 

"*»  Annales  Bertin.  *  Annales  Fuldenf.  ^  Annales 

BfRTiN.  ^  Annales  Fuldenfes, 
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of  his  meflage,  having  received  a  xnefTage  from  the  pope,  pre- 
tended he  was  bound  in  confcience  to  comply  with  it ;  and, 
while  Carloman  was  returning  into  Germany^  marched  di- 
reftly  to  Rome,  where  he  Was  received  with  applaufe,  and 
on  Chriftmas'day  received  the  imperial  crown  from  the  hands 
of  the  pontif.  This  affair  was  very  expenfive,  but  Charles 
took  care  that  it  Ihould  coft  him  nothing ;  for  the  firft  aft  of 
his  imperial  power  was  to  feize  his  predeceflbr's  treafures, 
and  out  of  them  he  graitified  thofe  who  had  been  inftrumental  ^ 
in  this  bufinefs  °>. 

At  the  bpenilig  of  the  fuccecding  year,  the  emperor  fent  to  fhe  death 
Pavia^  and  held  there  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates  of  Lombardy,  o/Lewis, 
in  which  he  received  the  homage  ^nd  oaths  of  fidelity  of  all  ^ing  of 
the  prelates  and  great  loi'ds  in  that  kingdom.     There  was,  Germa- 
however,  one  thing  that  made  him  ftiil  uneafy ;  his  nephew  "X*  ^'"^^ 
and  predeceffor  had  left  an  only  daughter  in  the  care  of  the-^'^'^  .^  ^'' 
duke  of  frioul,  and  he  was  veryapprehenfivc,  that  fome   ^^'^"'^f* 
Greek  prince,  by  efpoufing  her,  might  fet  up  a!  title  to  the^*^^^  " 
kingdom  of  Italy  at  leaft ;  and,  to  prevent  this,  he  xrould  fgj„pf  ^f 
think  of  no  better  expedient  than  to  advife  Boforiy  whofe  Charles 
fitter  he  had  married,  to  carry  away  this  young  pfincefs,  and  the  Bald; 
efpoufe  her  by  force  ^.     This  done,  he  aiFefted  to  be  ex-    - 
ceedingly  difpleafed  with  the  ravifher,  and  to  threaten  him 
with  the  fevereft  punif^iment;  but,  as  foon.as  he  perceived 
that  the  a'ftion  was  not  fo  ill  taken  as  he  expefted,  he  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  appeafed ;  and,  that  his  brother-in-law 
might  in  fome  meafure  appear  worthy  o^  fo  illuftrious  a  con- 
fort,  he  created  him  duke  oi'  Lombardy,  and  left  him  his 
viceroy  in  Italy  <>.     In  the  mean  time,  Lewis,  king  of  Ger- 
Many,  had  iavaded  France  in  his  abfence,  penetrated  as  far 
as  Champagne,  and  had  committed  divers  devallations  ;  but 
hearing  that  Charles  was  returning  from  Italy  with  a  great 
army,  and  that  the  pope  was  unalterably  attached  to  his  in- 
teijieft,  he  retired  into  his  own  dominions ;  where  he  con- 
tfilued  to  make  great  military  preparations,  tho'  at  the  fame 
time  he  did  not  negleft  to  make  overtures  of  accommodation  p. 
His.  new  title  had  a  great  efFeft  on  the  mind  of  Charles  the  . 
Bald\  he  appeared  almoft  always  in  the  ^r^rf  habit,  and 
with  the  enfigns  of  imperial  dignity  ;  treated  his  fubjefts, 
ecclefiaftics  as  well  as  laics,  with  great  haughtinefs ;  and,  11^ 
conjunftion  with  the  pope,  fought  to  leflen  the  authority  of 
the  prelates  in  his  dominions,  tho'  he  had  more  than  once 

"*  Annales'BERTiN.         ^  Concil.Gall.  torn.  iii.       '  ^  An- 
nal.  Fttld.  ^  Monach.  Sangal.     Annales  Fuld.     Annates 
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flood  indebted  to  them  for  the  prefervation  of  his  own  9.  By 
the  acceflion  of  Italy  to  the  reft  of  his  dominions  he  was 
certainly  become  more  powerful  tljan  his  brother  Lewis y  yet 
he  was  very  apprehenlive  of  being  attacked  by  that  prince ; 
who  was  not  only  an  able  ftatefman  and  a  great  general »  but 
had  alfo  a  ftrong  party  amongft  the  French  nobility.  How- 
ever, he  was  delivered  from  all  thefe  fears  by  the  death  of  that 
monarch ;  who,  of  all  the  defcendants  of  Charlemagne^  re- 
fembled  him  moft«  His  dominions,  in  purfuance  of  a  par- 
tition made  four  years  before  in  a  general  dyet,  were  divided 
in  the  following  manner;  Carloman  had  Bavaria^  Bohemia^ 
Carinthiay  Sclavonia,  Aii/iria,  and  part  of  Hungary.  Fraw 
eonia.  Saxony^  frifiaj  Thuringia,  the  lower  Lorrain,  toge- 
ther with  Cologne,  and  the  cities  on  the  Rhine,  fell  to  Lewis. 
All  the  country  between  the  Maine  and  the  Alps  was  the  lot 
of  Charles,  In  modern  hift6ry,  Carloman  is  generally  ftiled 
king  of  Bavaria,  Lewis  of  Germany,  and  Charles  the  Grofs, 
or  the  Fat,  of  Jlmain  ^. ,  The  efnperor  had  no  fooner  intel- 
ligence of  this,  than,  fuppofrng  th^t  thefe  brethren  would 
fall  out  amongft  themfelves,  he  marched  with  a  great  army, 
irx  order  to  feize  that  part  of  Lorrain  which  he  had  yielded  to 
.  his  brother,  and  which  he  pretended  ought  to  fevert  to  him 

upon  his  deceafe.     The  fcheme  was  well  imagined,  but  the 
emperor  found  himfelf  miftaken  ;  the  brothers  lived  in  pcr- 
feft  unity,  and  tho'  Lewis,  king  of  Germany,  fent  ambafla- 
dors  to  intreat  his  uncle  not  to  attack  his  dominions,  yet  he 
paflcd  the  Rhine  at  the  fame  time  with  an  army  to  oficr 
-battle.     Charles  the  Bald  had  fifty  thoufand  men,  his  ne- 
phew was  far  inferior  in  number;  but  having  caufed  the 
village  that  was  before  his  camp  to  be  occupied  by  a  great 
body  of  infantry,  who  made  an  obftinate  defence,  and,  when 
they  were  at  laft  forced,  Charles  thought  the  viftory  feciire  ; 
but  as  his  forces  advanced  in  much  diforder,  Lewis  attacked 
them  in  flank  with  his  cavalry,  and  defeated  them  totally 
A.D.876.  with  great  carnage.     This  lofs,  and  the  news  that  the  A^r- 
mans  were  come  up  the  Seine  with  a  numerous  fleet,  and  a 
great  body  of  troops  on  board,  obliged  Charles  to  turn  his 
eyes  on  that  fide,  and  to  leave  his  nephews  quiet  *.     Thde 
difappointments  affcfted  him  fo  much,  that  he  fell  danger- 
oufly  ill,  and  was,  with. great  difiiculty,  recovered. 
Charles,    ,    Th^  pope  being  at  this  time  befet  with  enemies,  and  de- 
^  t'^^      pending  folely  on  the  emperor's  proteftion,  prefled  him  ve- 
ffrjuajton  \^Q^^^^\y  jq  gn^^r  Italy  with  an  army,  tho'  he  knew  he  was 

^  Verus  Cbron.    in  hift.   Norm..  '  Aiwon,   lib.    v. 
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but  juft  recovered  from  a  pleurify,  which  had  brought  him  o/tJhepope, 
to  the  very  brink  of  the  grave,*   Charles,  whofe  interefts  werje  "^akts  an* 
clofely  connefted  with  thofe  of  the  pontif,  •  yielded  to  his  in-  other  ex- , 
treaties.     But  before  he  left  France^  he  held,  ia  the  month  of  ^^^''^^* 
July,  an  aflembly  of  the  nobility  and  prelates,  to  concert  the  ''^^ Jf^v> 
proper  meafures  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions^  and  for  ^  l'"  ^ 
the  maintenance  of  their  tranquility  in  his  abfence.     He^^^^^^ 
made  choice  of  his  only  fon  Lewis  for  regent,  and  fixed  a 
proper  council  about  him  '.     He  gave  the  command  of  his 
numerous  army  to  duke  Bofon^  his  emprefs's  brother,  abbot 
Hugo,  Bernard  count  of  AuvergnCy  and  Bernard  marquis 
of  Languedoc ;  wheii  he  had  done  this,  he  fet  out  with  the 
emprefs^  who  had  a  moft  magnificent  equipage,  and,  with  a 
fmall  corps  of  troops,  which  ought  rather  to  b^  efteemed  an 
efcorte  than  an  army,  paffed  xht  Alps,  and  marched  direftly 
towards  Rome  °.     The  pope,  to  (hew  his  afFedlion,  came  as 
far  as  Pavia  to  meet  him  ;  but  they  had  fcarce  conferred 
together  before  they  had  news,  that  Carloman,  king  of  Ba- 
varicy  had  entered  Italy' vf'ith  a  very  numerous  army,  claim- 
ing the  imperial  dignity  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  in  virtue 
of  the  late  emperor's  will.     Upon  this  the  emperor  Charles 
repaffed  the  Po,  and  returned  to  Tortona,  where  the  pope 
crowned  the  emprefs.     The  defign  of  Charles  was  to  wait 
for  his  army ;  but  the  four  lords,  who  commanded  it,  en- 
tered into  a  confpiracy,  and  refufed  to  pafs  the  Alps  ;  and  on 
this  news  the  emprefs  retired  to  Morienne,  and  the  pope  fled 
to  Rortne,     In  the  prefent  critical  junfture  of  affairs,  the  em- 
peror judged  it  moft  expedient  to  return  into  France  \  and, 
what  is  very  extraordinary,  his  nephew  Carloman,  on  a  falfe 
rumour  that  all  the  French  forces  had  paffed  the  mountains, 
retired  precipitately    into  his  own   dominions  '^.     Charles, 
having  joined  the  emprefs  at  Morienne,  felt  a  return  of  his 
diftemper,  notwithftanding  which  he  profecuted  his  retreat ; 
but  a  Jew  phyfician,    whofe  name  was  Zedechias,   having 
given  him  poifon,  he  felt  himfelf  fo  ill  that  he  was. obliged 
to  flop  at  a  village  called  Brios  ;  where  the  emprefs  found 
him  in  a  miferable  cottage,  and  where  he  breathed  his  laft, 
on  the  fixth  of  OElober,  in   the  fecond  year  of  his  empire, 
the  thirty-eighth  of  his  reign,  and  the  fifty-fourth  of  his 
age  *.     His  body  was  embalmed,  with  intent  to  carry  it  to 
the  abby  of  St,  Denis*,  but  the  poifon  he  had  taken  cor- 
rupted it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were  forced  to  inter  it 
by  the  way :  however  his  bones  were  afterwards  carried 

*  FtEUR  Hift.  Ecclefiaft.  Jib.  lii.   J  41.         «  Annal  Bertin. 
^  SiooN.  de  r€gn.  Ital.  lib  v.  *.  Ccipit.  Caroli  Calvi. 
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•  thither,  orj  at  leaft,  it  is  certain,  that  a  tomb  ereftcd  to  his 
A.D.Syj.  memory  is  extant  in  that  convent  ^.  He  appointed,  by  an 
inftrument,  his  only  fon  his  fucceflbr,  and  fent  him  by  the 
cmprefs  his  crown,  his  fword,  and  other  eniigns,  as  "well  of 
t^e  imperial  as  regal  dignity,  in  token  of  his  defire  that  he 
ihould  poflefs  both  *  (C). 

As 
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(C)  In  the  reign  of  Charki 
the  Baldt  there  were  many  ex- 
cellent laws  made  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  charch  and 
ftate  ;  bat  he  wanted  attention, 
and  perhaps  he  wanted  aatho  • 
rity,  to  carry  them  thoroughly 
into  execution.  In  his  reign 
they  began  in  France  to  date 
according  to  that  which  is 
filled  the  Chriftian  aera.  He 
held  frequent  councils,  and 
was  prefenc  in  them  himfelf  ( i ), 
Before  he  became  emperor  he 
was  a  sealons  defender  of  the 
epifcopal  rights;  he  grew  af- 
terwards more  complaifant  to 
the  pope,  and  fufFeml  his  le- 
gates to  give  law,  even  in  his 
prefence,  to  the  prelates  of 
France  (z).  He  compelled  them 
alfo  to  acknowlege  Jnfigife^ 
archbifhop  of  Sens^  in  quality 
of  primate. of  the  Gauis^  and 
of  Germany  ;  which  toft  him  his 
old  fervant  Hincniart  archbifhop 
of  Rbeimst  who  oppofed  this 
ilretch  of  papal  power  with 
great  vigour  and  fleadinefs. 
Charles,  however,  had  one  great 
point  in  his  favour,  the  prailice 
of  tranflat.ons  j  that  is,  remov- 
ing a  biihop  from  pne  fee  to  an- 
other was  coming  into  ufe,  and 


he  knew  perfe£Uy  well  how  to 
avail  himfelf  of  fuch  ad  van* 
tages  (3).  He  became,  in  the 
latter  patt  of  his  life  a  great 
politician,  s^nd  by  a  variety  o( 
methods  both  raifed  and  fe- 
cured  his  authority,  at  the  ex- 
pence,  however,  of  being  gene- 
rally hated  by  his  fubjedts  of  a^l 
ranks.  His  firft  confort  was 
Hermentrudet  by  whom  he  had 
^  four  fons  and  one  daughter ; 
that  princefs  herfeif  being  the 
daughter  of  Eudes^  count  of 
Orleans ;  of  his  eldeft  fon  Lewis 
we  (hall  fpeak  hereafter.  Charla 
he  declared  king  of  Aquitaine^ 
and  tho*  he  died  very  young, 
yet  it  was  not  before  he  (hewed 
himfelf  undutiful,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  unworthy  of  the  ho- 
nonr  conferred  npon  hinu  ho" 
thaire  became  an  abbot.  Car- 
loman  was  forced  to  receive 
deacon's  orders  ;  was  of  a  vi- 
cious  headllrong  difpoGtion* 
and,  as  we  have  {hewn  in  the 
text,  gave  occaiion,  by  his  fre- 
quent  rebellions,  for  his  father 
to  punifh  him  with  the  lofs  of 
his  fight  and  imprifonment ; 
but,  by  the  ailiilance  of  two 
monks,  made  his  efcape,  blind 
as  he  was,  and  died  in  the  do- 


(i)  AnnaU  Berth,     Cimcil.  GalL  torn    iH.  (1)  Ofmfcul  Hmcnur, 

Ccftci/.  Gatl,  (3)   Jiiaun,    /•   v.     Faul»  JEmih   dt  rebm  g^is  Fro*" 
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As  fo6i  ii  Lewis^  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  who,  Lewis  the 
torn  an  impediment   in  his  fpcech,   had  the  furname  of  Stammer- 
Uammerer,   received  the    news  of  his   deaths  he  left  the  ?!^-^^f'^ 
feonticrs,  in  order  to  iheet  the  emprefs,  and  the  great  lords  ^'^/^'^^'•# 
Irho  came  out  of  Itafy,  at  St.  Denis.     As  he  was  fenfible  of  ^"^J^7 
fce  exorbitant  power  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  ht  thought  ^^fg^^^ 
to  feciire  the  tranquUitjr  of  his  reign,  by  attaching  tb  his  in-  frdnqut" 
pcreft  fuch  as  were  about  his  perfon;  and  therefore  he  diftri-  iny^  y^ 
JMited  land^,  hoiiours,  governments,  abbies,  and  other  fr^-for^ng  t 
E^ments,    with  a  profufion  that  evidently  difcovered  hx^party^ 
for,  much  more  thaft  his  afFeftion  for  thofe  on  whom  he  be- 
lowed  them  *.     But  for  certain  caufes,  "Virith  which  he  was 
icqaaioted  on  the  road,  he  turned  afide  to  Compiegfie^     The 
^prkfs,  on  her  return  from  itajyy  joined  with  the  male- 
tontents^  who  aSedled  to  make  it  a  crime  in  Lewis  that  he 
tad  given  away  fo  many  pofts  before  he  was  inaugurated  5 
But  the  real  offence  was,  that  they  were  afraid  of  not  having^ 
iibeirfharfc:  however,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  held  i( 
[tnebcft  expedient  to  con^e  in  and  take  what  was  left  b,     Ac- 
Iterdiogly  the  emprefs  delivered  up  the  inftrument  and  the 

*  AiMON,  1.  Vi  ^  Anna].  BERTiiiiANz. 

ilniiiions  of  his  tinde  (4);    tils  phyficiah   tb  pbifoh  her  huf* 

I  daughter  Judith  had   none  of  band.    By  this  princefs  Charles 

\  tbe  taireft  char^£ters.     She  be-  had  four  fons ;  but  none  of  theni 

came  firft  mother  in-law,  and  furyived  him  (7).  The  emprefs, 

then  fifter  iii  law,  to  our  fam-  feven  years  after  his  deceafe, 

I  bus  M\ngAifre4  ( 5 ) .  Aftfcrwards/  caufed  the  remains  of  Charles  to 

mtifning  to  her  father's  court,  be  removed,  as  fortie  hiftorians 

ihc  ran  away  with  Baldhvin^xht  fay,  to  the  abbey  of  St,  Denit  i 

foFTcftiir ;  and  being  reconciled  which  we  merition;  b^caufe  of 

I  to  the-  king,  by  the  interp6(i-  the  reafon  afligned,  that  he  was 

tibn  of  the  pope,  he  was  treated  ohce  abbot  there  (S).  The  popes  j 

tojnt  of  Flanders  (6).     His  fe-  in  writing  to  him,  ftiled  Charles 

cond  confort  was  Richilde,  .the  the  iftoft  Chnftian  king  ;  which 

fifter  of  tount    Be/on,  a   very  form  they  had  alfb  ufW  to  his 

alrtta^  woman  j  tvho  had  a  great  anteftor  Pefin[^),    We  are  not 

mflucnte  over  him  as  long  as  informed,  that  the  J^ew  wM 

he  lived*  and,    after  his   de-  poifoned   him   was   punifhed  | 

^aftr,  joined  with  her  brother,  which  readers  it  probable  that 

afei  the  reft  of  the  malecontcnts,  Ifie  was  protected  by  the  fadtioai 

tho'  they  had  j^ocured  a  Ji'to  by  whom  he  Was  employed. 

'  ■  .  ■  '    • 

(4)  Anna!.   Fuld.     Jiihon,  UL  V.  {^)    Paulut  Mmiliut    dk  rthui 

tf'*  Francvrttm.     ^Jftr    Mertf- en.  (6)   /Ififial.   Bert.     Aim$n,   lit,  v* 

\l\  P.  A^Hm.  ( %)  ilifUife  de  Franety  far  M.  CbAhfii,  (o)  Lt  Fi 

i*M(bit,DupUix,Ch4il,inL  '  ^^ 

ifo».Ht8T.V0L;XXiII,  P  «ft%{9 
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ehfigns  oF  royalty,  which  had  been  committed  to  her  care ; 
and,  in  the  bq^inning  of  December,  the  king  was  crowned 
by  Hincmar,  archbilhop  of  Rhebni  ^.  The  pope  made  as 
gredt  a  ftand  as  he  wa^  able  in  favour  of  the  new  kii^  is 
hopes  of  having  him  eleAed  in  the  place  of  his  father  ;  bot 
being  oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Spokto^  and  the  marqnis  of 
Tufcany^  he  abandoned  Romt^  and  went  by  (ca  into  France,  j. 
He  was  received  there  with  all  poffible  refpeft,  and,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  Augufi^  opened  a  council  at  TroieSf  where  many 
canons  were  made  in  fuppoft  of  the  epiicopal  power ;  the  \ 
firftof  them  is  too  remarkable  to  bepafledover  inilience: 
all  fecular  powers  are  commanded,  under  pain  of  excommv- 
nicationf,  to  pay  bifliops  proper  refpefts^  and  all  perfbns,  of 
what  dignity  foever,  arc  forbid  to  fit  in  their  prefence  widi* 
out  thei'r  permiffion  d.  At  the  reqneft  of  the  king,  the  pope 
crowned  him  with  his  own  hands ;  but  thofe  hiftortans, 
who  fay  he  was  now  crowned  emperor,  are  certainly  mif- 
taken,  fince  neither  in  the  charter  which  he  granted,  or  in 
the  addreffes  that  were  made  to  him  after  this  time,  is  he  ever 
fo  ftiled  *.  But  the  pope  abfolutely  refufed  to  crown  his 
confort  Adelaidty  for  reafons  that  the  reader  will  fee  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page  (D).    The  truth  is,  the  pope  found  the 

king's 


•  Recj.  Chron. 
"*  AnnalesEERTir^iAHi. 


*  AiMON,  Lv.    Epift.  Joan.  Paps. 


(D)  Letjois  had  probably  an 
education  fuitable  to  his  birch  i 
but  we  do  not  find  him  cele* 
brated  for  his  abilities.  The 
family  of  Charlimagne  declined 
apace.  Lem)isi  while  a  young 
fnan,  was  too  much  under  the 
dominion  of  his  pailions,  which 
led  him  not  only  to  counte- 
nance his  filler  Judith^  after  (he 
had  been  twice  a  queen,  in  run- 
ning away  with  an  adventurer, 
but  alfo  made  a  very  idle  match 
hi^nfelf  with  Anfgarde^  the 
daughter  of  one  count  and  the 
widow  of  another,  but  we  Icnow 
not  the  names  of  either ;  with 
which  his  father  was  fo  much 
offended,  that  he  would  not  be 
reconciled  to  him  till  he  parted 
lyich  her,  and^  in  all  probabi* 


lity,  difavowed  the  marriage » 
which    drew   into  controverfy 
the  legality    of  the   births  of 
Lewis  and  Carhman^  who  ne- 
verthelefs  fucceeded  him.    He 
married  a  fecond  time^^As^^, 
or  AUxi  an  EngUflf  lady,  the 
fitter  of  Wilfrid,  abbot  of  FAi- 
migwf ;   but  it  is  fuppofed  chae 
Anf garde  was  fUll  livmg,  when 
the  pope  crowned  king  JLrwis, 
and  refufed  to   crown  her,  as 
doubting  of  the  validity  of  their 
marriage  j  but,  concerning  this, 
there  is  fomewhat  more  to  be 
faid.     Both  tLe  Tillets,  that  is, 
John  dtt  Tillit,  fecretary  to  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  who  wrote 
the  Inventory    of  the  kings  of 
France^  and  his  brother  John  dm^ 
billet,  bifhop  of  Mioux,  who, 

fiOi0 
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cing's  poMrer  tcry  much  weakened,  and  therefore  he  entered 

nto  a  clofe  friendihip  with  duke  Bo/orii  "^ho  had  married 

Hertnenigard,  daughter  to  the  emperor  Le^is  the  fecond^ 

ind  who  condufted  him  back  to  Pavia  ;  in  the  progrefs  of 

Rrhich  journey,  the  i>ope  permitted  him  to  ufe  his  utmoft  ea- 

fcavours   to    prevent  Carlotnan's  getung  pofleffion.  of  the 

idngdom  of  Italy.     Before  hh  departure  he  fo  far  gratified 

the  king>  as  to  excommunicate  fome  lords  who  were  in  re- 

bdlion  ;  but  without  any  gredt  cffeft  ^     After  he  was  gone« 

the  king  wrote  to  his  coufin  Lewis  of  Germany,  afluring  hfan 

rf  his  fincere  defire  to  live  in.perfeft  friendihip  with  him  and  ^•D«87i| 

bis  brethren  I  and,  upon  receiving  afliirances  of  the  £une 

kind  from  him,  the  two  kings  had  an  interview  in  the  month 

of  November,  itx  which  they  concluded  a  treaty  for  their 

mutual  benefit ;  and,  which  rarely  happens  amongft  princes^ 

parted  as  good  friends  a^  they  met,  and  perfectly  fatisfied  of 

the  rcftitude  of  each  other's  intentions  8. 

It*  was,  amongft  other  things,  ftipulated  at  thi^  interview,  ^^^  ^ati 
that  a  general  aflembly  ftiould  be  held  in  the  month  of  /!>-«^I-ewis 
4rz/rtry  following ;  to  which  Charles  zni  Carloman^  as  well' l^f*?'' 
a$  the  king  of  Germany^  were  to  fend  their  ambafladors ;  T^  ijj^ 
but  this  was  prevented  by  the  rebellion  of  the  marquis  of  £gQ^jg 

'  AiMo^j  1.  Vi         (  Annal.  Fuld.    AntialBsktiNiANZi 

from  antient  authors,compored  a  fword  of  St.  Peter ;  whence  they 

tbronicle  of  the  kings  oiFrance,  inferred^    that    the    kingdom 

:iffirm,  that  Le^is  was  crowned  mentioned  was  that  of  Italy ^ 

emperor  by  the  pope,  in  which  and  the  fword  a  msttk  of  the 

they  are  folbwed  by  Dufleix,  imperial  dignity.    This  was  fo 

Mtzcray,  and  o<hef  hiflorians,  lAuc'h  thb   more  probable,  as 

and  by  us,  in  the  title  of  this  Charles  himfelf,  tho'fofond  of 

fedion,  that  it  may  cori'efpond  coronations,  was  never  crowned 

with  other  hiftories  of  trance^  king  of  France.     But  the  pope 

Yet,  as  we  hinted  in  the  text,  paid  no  regard  to  this,  and  we 

this  notion  apj^ars  to  be  falfe,  are  told  thereafon  :  helikewifd 

for  the  reafons  there  affiened^  produced  a  paper  written  by 

We  will  add,   that,  in  a  very  Charles  the  BaU^  in  which  ]xt 

ancient  chronicle,  and   of  the  promifed  him  the  abbey  of^/« 

greatcft  authority,  we  find  fome-  Denis,  which  he  delired  Afov/V 

thing  that  confirms  this  ;  for  to  confirm  ;  and,  as  the  king 

^e  are  told,  that  two  biihops ,  declined  this,  the  pope  did  not 

prefented  to  the  pope,  in  coun-  think  fit  to  do  the  other.     S^ 

cil,  letters  written,  by  Charles  early,  it  feems,  it  became  a    i 

the  Bald,  in  which  he  nominat-  maxim  at  Rome  not  to  do  anj^ 

«d  bis  fon  his  fucceflbr,  and,  by  thing  for  nothing* 

way  of  iQV6itkure»  fent  him  the 
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Faineant,  Languedoc^  who,  notwithftanding  the  eKcottimtinicatioii  pro* 
ieawing     nouDced  agaioft  him  by  the  pope  iv^  the  council  of  Troies^ 
bis  family  and  the  king's  having  difpofed  of  all  his  places  and  govem- 
andfub-    nients  to  other  perfoos,  not  only  maintained  bimfdf  in  the  pof- 
^^^  '^      feffion  of  LanguedoCy  but  made  excurficms  alfo  into  the  ad- 
^J^^J^'     jacent  provinces**.     To  fupprefs  thefe  diforders,  the  king 
marched  with  all  the  forces  he  could  draw  together,  taking 
his  route  through  Burgundy  ;  but  when  he  arrived  at  Trou$ 
he  felldangerouily  ill :  he^aufed  himfelf  to  be  removed  from 
thence  to  Compiegne^  where,  finding  all  hopes  of  recovery 
vain,  he  committed  his  fword  and  crown  to  the  care  of  two 
of  his  counfellors,  with  inftru6lions  to  carry  them,  without 
A.  D.  delay,  to  his  fon  Lewis  *.     He  departed  this  life,  y^pril  the 
879..   loth,  which  wa«  Good  Friday ^  after  a  reign  of  about  eigh- 
teen months  ^.     He  was,  beyond  do.ubt,  a  prmce  of  wc^ 
parts,  and  great  infirmities.     At  his  demife,   he  left  his  do- 
minions in  confufien,  and  for  his  heirs  two  fons  by  his  firft 
confort,  anjd  his  fec&nd  queen  Adelaide  pregnant^  who,  fome 
time  after  his  deceafe^  was  delivered  of  a  fon»  baptized  by 
the  name  of  Charles, 
Aninter-      There  followed'  upon  the  death  pf  Levtis  the  Stammerer 
regmmon^  kind  of  interregnuqi,  occafioned  by  the  weak^efs  of  the 
tie  death  goverpment,  and  the  faftions  of  the  great.    The  deceafcd 
^  Lewis  king  had  intrufted  the  care  of  his  fons-  to  four  great  Icn-ds^ 
the  Stam-  fome  of  whom  had  not  fhewn  themfclves  very  well  afiefted 
merer,      to  jiis  father :  thefe  were  duke  Bb/oti^  his  father's  brothcr-in- 
atidafac'i^yf^  a  man  of  great  art  and  abilities,  which  were  all  em- 
^'y^'*^"  ployed  to  gratify  the  ambition  he  had  of  becoming  a  ibve- 
Lcwisthe^^^S^  prince;   the  fecond  was  Hugo,  fometimes  filled   the 
German,  ^bbot  HugOy  and  fometimes  Hugo  I* Abbe,  or  Hugo  the  Abbot. 
*  It  feems  very  clear  that  he  was  iirft  intended  for  the  church  ; 
but,  betaking  himfelf  to  arms  before  he  had  received  orders,, 
he  altered  his  views,  and  turned,  that  into  a  forname,  -which 
was  before  a  mark  of  dignity.     He  was  an  ambitious  and 
defigning  man,  but  had  more  i^efpeft  to  his  charafler  than 
moft  perfons  of  his  rank',  being  the  grandfon  of  the  famous* 
Robert  leFort,  count  of  France.    The  third  lord  was  Thierry ^ 
the  king's  chamberlain,  who  was  attached  to  the  late  king's 
family,  but  from  views  of  intereft;  and  the  fourth,  Bernard^. 
count  d^Auyergney  of  whom  \^'e  Jcnow  nothing  particularly  ^» 
Bofon  ^ncj  Thierry  quarrelled  about   the  county  of  Autun^ 
which  the  former  wanted  to  ferve  his  purpofes,  and  which 

^  Regin.  CHron.  ^  Aimo»,  1.  v.  |^  Aimal.  Ber.- 

TiNiANi.   Annal.  Fuld.        V^^nnaltft  BfiRryii..^  Pah^l.  w^Mi-L. 
de  rebus  gelUs  Francorvm^ 
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the  king  hid  given  to  the  latter.     Hugb  PMbe,  with  fomc 

difficulty,  reconciled  them  ;  in  the  mean  time  abbot  Co/lin, 

.  '%vha  had  been  a  favourite,  and  much  iatrufted  by  Lewis, 

liad  formed  another  projeft,  and  drew  into  it  Conrade,  count 

of  Paris f  and  feveral  other  lords.     His  pi*etenccs  were  the 

|>rofperity  of /ra/zc/,  and  the  glory  of  Charlemagne's  family; 

and  the  expedient  he  offered  was  to  fct  afide  the  children  of 

JLeiviSf  and  to  offer  the  crown  to  the  king  of  Germany  *?•  ^  la 

order  to  carry  this  into  execution,  while  the  other  lords  were 

affembled  at  M^aux,  they  had  a  meeting  at  Creil,  where  they 

came  to  a  refolution  to  invite  Lewis  of  Germany,  in  the 

same  of  the  nobility  and  prelates  of  France,  to  become  their    . 

ibvereign ;  which  propofition  he  accepted,  notwithilanding 

the  treaty  be  had  figned  and  fworn  to  the  father  of  the 

f)rinces  he  was  to  fet  afide.  The  news  of  this  amazed  the 
ords  at  Meaux,  who  very  probably  had  acquiefced  under 
it,  if  Hugo  VJbbi  had  not  bethought  himfelf  of  propofing 
to  the  king  of  Germany,  who  was  now  in  full  march  for 
France  with  an  army,  to  yield  to  him  that  part,  of  Lorrain 
which  had  been  poffeffed  by  the  two  laft  kings  ;  which  ac- 
quifition  appeared  to  him  fo  confiderable,  that  he  readily 
accepted  it  ".  But  the  zhh€  Gojlin,  and  his  faftion,  finding 
thcmfelves  abandoned,  applied  to  the  queen  Lutgarde,  a 
woman  of  boundlefs  ambition  ;  who  promifed  them  her  pro* 
teftion,  and  her  intereft  with  the  king,  to  induce  him  to  pay 
no  greater  regard  to  the  new  treaty  than  he  had  done  to  hi& 
old  one.  At  this  time  died  Conrade,  king  of  Bavaria,  one 
of  the  braveft,  wifeft,  and  mpft  equitable  princes  of  that 
age  •.  He  left  only  a  natural  fon  Arnold,  to  whom  he  gavQ 
€arinthia  and  Tyrol-,  the  reft  of  his  dominions  he  fhared  be- 
tween his  brothers,  Lewis  having  Bavaria,  and  Charles  th^ 
Cro/s  the  kingdom  of  Italy  p. 

The  aflemby  of  Meaux,  in  the  mean  time,  refolved  xaLtvAsand 
crown  both  the  fons  of  their  deceafed  king,  tho'  he  had  ex-  Carlo- 
plained  his  intention  to  be  thai  Lewis  only  fhould  fucceed  n?an /ra^ 
him ;  but  duke  Bofm  had  married  his  daughter  to  Carloman,  ^jfX^^^ 
and,  next  to  another  great  defign  he  had  in  his  head,  he  was  ^  <^^  ^ 
'      defirous  offering  her  queen  "i.     This  fcheme  was  managed  ^^^g^^^^ 
by  his  emiflTaries,  fo  that  he  appeared  to  have  no  hand  in  it,^-^^/^^^ 
till  it  came  to  the  execution.     Bofon,  in  his  government  of  ^^-^^^^^^ 
the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  had  rendered  himfelf  very  ac-  Arles^ 
ceptable  to  the  clergy;  he  had  alfo  a  great  intereft  witii 

»  Annales  Metcnfes.    Pavl.  i^Minus  de  rebus  geftis  Fran- 
»conim*         '   "  AiMON  Chron.  ^  Annales  Bertinianu 

F  Clirop,  var,  »ntiq.  Piqon  de.i:egn.  Ital.        ^  AnnaL  Mctcnf. 
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the  pope,  and  had  behaved  very  obligingly  to  the  nobility. 
Three  archbiftiops,  twenty  bifliop?,  and  a  great  number  of 
counts,  aflembled  at  the  town  of  Mante ;  where,  taking  into 
confideration  the  confuiions  and  calamities  of  France,  they 
judged  it  expedient  to  eroft  a  new  kingdom,  that  might  re- 
main happy  through  the  fuperior  wifdom  and  equity  of  its 
monarch ;  which  kingdom  was  that  of  Provence ;  and  this 
incomparable  prince  Bd/on,  to  whom,  by  a  folemn  inflrumeot 
fubfcribed  by  them  all,  they  offered  the  crown,  and  he  very 
gracioufly,  and  with  many  expreflions  of  gratitude  and  ha<> 
mility,  accepted  it'.  It  appears  from  their  fubfcriptions, 
that  this  new  kingdom  was  compofed  of  the  countries  now 
fliled  Lyonnois,  Dauf>hiny^  Savey^  Franche  Cmnte,  and  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  extending  on  one  fide  into  Lan* 
^uedoc,  and  on  the  other  beyond  the  l3ke  of  Gene-ua,  and 
was  fometimes  called,  from  its  capital,  the  kingdom  of  y^rlcs  *. 
Thus  the  two  young  kings  found  themfelves  defpoiled  of 
countries  of  a  vaft  extent  on  each  fide  of  the  dominions  that 
were  left  them,  ffugo,  who  had  now  the  fole  condudb  of 
thefe  princes,  carried  them,  under  an  efcorte  of  a  fmall 
body  of  troops,  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Geneva,  to  confer  with 
Charles,  king  of  Ahnain  and  Italy ;  who  treated  them  very 
kindly,  and  promifed  them  all  the  affifiance  in  his  power. 
Upon  their  return  they  found  the  king  of  .Germany,  with  a 
confiderable  army,  almoft  in  the  heart  of  their  own  domi- 
nions; tho',  in  fomemeafure,  forced  ii^to  it  by  the  follicita- 
tions  of  his  queen,  and  partly  by  the  importunity  of  the 
malecontents,  who  were  not  able  to  perfbrm  near  fo  much 
as  they  promifed ;  and  therefore  tho  king  willingly  liftened  to 
the  propofal  of  an  interview,  where  all  things  were  amicably 
fettled,  and  a  congrefs  appointed  in  the  month  of  June,  at 
Gondreville  on  the  M^ufe,  at  which  all  the  defcendants  from 
Charlemagne  were  to  affift  ^  Charles  came  thither  on  pur- 
pofe  from  Italy,  Lewis  and  Carloman  were  likewife  there, 
and  .the  king  of  Germany  fent  deputies,  being  himfelf  indif- 
pofed.  There  the  two  young  kings  made  a  folemn  refigna- 
tlon  of  their  rights  to  Lorrain  and  the  kingdom  of  holy,  in 
donfequence  of  which  the  other  two  monarchs  promifed 
them  affiftance  againft  all  their  enemies ;  and  the  king  of 
Germany  aftually  furniftied  them  with  an  army  to  difpoflcfs 
Hugo,  thebaftardof  Lothaire,  who  had  feized  feveral  ftrong 
places  in  Lorrain»  This  done,  they  marched  through  Bug- 
gundy  to  the  territories  of  Bofon,   where  the  army  was 

•     »  AiMON  Chron.  »  R?cin»  Chron.    Sicon.  deregn^ 

;jtj|l,  ?  ClirQU.  dc  ^efti«  Nd^man. 
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Ined  by  a  reinforcement^  under  the  commaad  of  Ckarks  U 
^ofSf  who  direfled  the  iiegc  of  Macon  in  perfoa;  and, 
having  reduced  it,  formed,  that  of  Vienney  in  which  was 
.mngard^  the  confort  of  Bofon^  whofe  prefence  engaged  -  .^ 
garrifbn  to  make  an  obftinate  defence.  CharUs  was  A-^-^l^- 
>liged  to  leave  the  army  to  go  to  Rome^  where  Chriftmas-day 
iad  been  fixed  upon  for  crowning  him  emperor,  and  the  two 
K>ung  kings  were,  not  long  after,  obliged  to  feparate; 
lewisp  who  was  ftiled  king  of  France^  marching  againft  the 
^formans^  and  Carhman^  king  of  Jquitaine,  remsuaing  be- 
fore the  place  to  command  the  iiege  "• . 

The  great  merit  of  the  two  kings  confided  in  their  cordial  T&f  Jeatb 
if&Aiod  for  each  other,  and  which  manifeftly  appeared  in  o/LewU, 
the  forrow  they  exprelled  at  parting.     Lewis  gave  the  Nor-  ^fi^ 
mans  battle  at  a  place  called  Sacour ;  was  fo  foctuoate  as  toJ^A'^*  ? 
defeat  them,  and  to  kill  near  nine  thoufand  oi  their  men  '^.    It  ^^'^"lJ^ 
is,  however,  certain,  that  he  did  not  pro^ute  this  viftory ;  f^^^„  gf 
for  which  he  is  much  blamed  by  fome»  tho'  others  fay,  that  pr^nce 
his  forces  were  fo  much  weakened  by  thajt  engagement,  that  dt^pUvis 
he  durA  not  run  the  hazard  of  another  '•     The  Normans,  on  Carl^ 
iinding  themfelves  at  liberty,  and  haying  great  Advantages  man. 
from  their  manner  of  making  war,  with  horfe  and  foot,  and 
a  fleet  attending  them,  ruined  all  the  frontiers  of  his  and  the 
^^rma/i  kingdom,  burning  towns,  villages,  caftles,  and  pa^ 
laces,  wherever  they  came ;  and,  what  did  not  a  little  augi* 
.ment  the  confudon,  was  the  death  of  Lewis^  king  of  Cer> 
many^  without  iflufe  :  upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  Lorrain 
of&red   their  crown  ta  Lewis  of  France^  who  declined  it, 
either  through  political  modves,  or,  as  himfelf  affirmed,  quc 
of  refpe£l  to  the  late  treaty  ^.    Carhman  condaued  all  this     3^; 
time  before  Vienne^  having  changed  his  fiegeinto  a.  blockade. 
Lewis,  tho*  he  rtfpefted  the  right  of  Charles  le  Crofs  to  the 
kingdom  of  Lorrain,  yet  he  gcneroufly  comrihuted  to  its  der 
fence  againft   the  Normans,   by  fending  a  good  body  of 
troops  to  their  afliftance.  Immediately  after  he  had  made  this 
detachment,  he  received  a  ftrenuous  invitation  from  the  duke. 
oiBretagne  to  join,  him  with  his  army,  in  order  to  aft  againft 
another  body  pi'  Normans t  with  which  he  immediately  com- 
plied ;  but  he  had  not  advanced  farther  than  Tours  before 
he  felt  himfelf  (anaiuch  indifpofed,  that  he  direfted  thpfe  who 
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were  about  him  to  convey  him  to  the  abbey  of  Sf.  Dems 
^here  he  died,  in  the  month  di  Augvji^  in  the  twenty 
fecond  year  of  his  age  *.  His  aftions  fhew  him  tq  have  bee 
a  brave  and  equitable  prince :  fome  writers,  indeed,  fa] 
that  he  was  very  debauched,  and  that  his  excefles  prove 
A.D.882.  fatal  to  him ;  but  it  may  be  they  received  this  account  froi 
fome  of  the  great  lords,  who  were  very  ftrongly  fufpeded  < 

Eoifpning  him,  as  thpy  did  his  father ;  fo  that,  probably, 
e  had  been  lefs  aftive,  he  might  have  lived  longer  «• 
Carlo-  The  nobility  ol  France,  went  immediately  to  falate^in£>' 

inan  is     vtan  as  jheir  fovereign,  and  to  aflure  him  of  their  fidditf^ 
killed ac-  He  was  ftill  before  Vtenne;  but,  at  their  requeft,  he  left  the 
aJfntally  f ommai^d  of  the  blockade  to  fome  of  bis  chief  officers,  an4; 
awhile       went  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  fprces,  which  his  brcK 
huntings    ther  had  levied  to  aft  againfl  the  Normans y  whom  he  dfc- 
^hicb       featcd  twice ;  but,  at  length,  he  was  obliged  to  compouod 
'^^'   .   with  them  for  money,  finding  their  ftrength  to   be  greater 
Chiefs Tp' *^^°  ^^y  ^^^  ^?  could  oppofe  to  them  •*.     The  price al: 
^jaFrance.  w^*^  he  purchafed  tranquility,  or  rather  a  refpite  of  thcfr 
'    '   "       depredations,  was  twelve   thoufapd   pounds  of  fine  filvcr* 
To  balance  this  he  had  the  fatisfaftiop  of  feeing  Vienne  fur- 
rendered,  by  capitulation,  after  a  fiege  of  near  thirty  months, 
Henningard  being  permitted  to  retire  to  Jutun  ^.     Charles  i 
Crofsy  who  came  out  of  Italy  into  Germany y  with  an  Intent 
to  expell  or  to  exterminate  the  NormanSy  \yho  had  in  the 
fame  manner  wailed  his  territories,  had  the  like  misfortunes 
as  Carloman  ;  for  difeafes  prevailing  in  his  army,  which  was 
very  numerous,  he  thought  it  beft  to  treat  with  them  ;  which 
he  did,  and  granted  one  of  their  chiefs  a  fettlement  in  his 
f ountry  of  Frifey  upon  his  becoming  a  Chriftian  ^.     Charles 
and  Carloman  lived  in  perfeft  harmony,  and  aftcd  jointly 
againft  thofe  who  were  enemies  to  either  of  them  ;  biit  the 
young  king  of  France  found  himfelf  not  a  little  embarralled 
by  the  difobedient  and  refradlory  behaviour  of  fome  <rf  his 
nobility ;  who,  knowing  too  well  that  he  wa$  unable  to  re-. 
ward  them  tp  their  wifti,  or  to  pqnifh  them  as  they  deferved^ 
refpefted  his  comn^ands  no  fartli^r  than  they  appeared  con-; 
Jiftent  with  their  own  interefts  *.    In  time,  perhaps,  he  might 
|iave  brought  his  affairs  into  a  better  fnuation ;  but,  being 
one  day  hunting,  one  of  hi3  domeftic,  throwing  a  jaVclin  at 
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>b6ar,  wounded  him  in  the  thigh,  ^'of  liriiich  he  died  |n  (even 
(days  ^.  Some  fay  he  wa^  wounded  by  the  boar ;  but  we  arp 
told  by  an  antient  wftter,  that  this  ftory  was  only  given  out 
ty  the  king  himfdf,  to  prevent  his  domeftic's  fiilFering  fct 
an  involuntary  fault ;  which  adds 'very  much  to  this  young 
prince's  charafter.  He  deceafed  on  the  6th  of  September ^ 
when  he  had  juft  entered  the  fixth  year  of  his  rei^n  '^ 
He.  was  contraftpd  at  leaft,  if  not  married,  to  the  daughter 
pi  dnkt  Bo/qn :  it  is  npt  very  clear  '^hpther  that  marriage 
was  confummated  ;  but  it  is  very  certain  that  he  died  with- 
pnt  iffue ;  fo  that  the  crown  pug^t  to  have  d^fcended  to  his 
brother  Charles,  then  about  five  years  of  age ;  and  there 
wanted  npt  fome  who  pretended,  that  his  right  was  prior  tp 
that  of  his  two  brothers ;  whereas  fome  again  make  it  a 
doubt  whether  he  had  any  right  at  all  ^, 

The  family  pf  Charlemagne  had  been  long  declining ;  the  Jn  inters 
nobility  pf  Ftance  were  anxious  about   their  own  fafety,  regnunt, 
which  was  very  natural  and  very  allowable ;  ?ind  this  made  'whhh 
them  very  wary  in  the  difpofal  of  the  government  *,     Hugo  ^«^^/'» 
VAbbi,  who  had  been  hitherto  the  firm   protedlor  of  thQ^'^^^'^i*^^- 
children  oi  Lewis  the  Stammerer y  exerted  himfelf  ftrenuoufly  ^^'?'* 
in  favour  of  the  infant  Charles ;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  the^Grofr 
the  major  part  of  them  being  devoted  to  the  emperor  ^.     At  ^^  ^^^ 
fhis  dift^nce  of  time  their  conduft  appeared  flrange,  fmct  throne^ 
tinder  a  minority  it  flibuld  feem  they  might  have  aggrandifed 
themfelves  mor^  eafily  than  under  a  prince  advanced  in 
years,  and  who 'was  already  very  potent ;  but  very  probably 
they  dreaded  the  advancement  of  Hugo  to  the  regency^  who 
^a  that  cafe  would  have  e3?:erted  regal  power  in  fupport  of 
his   pupil  ^     The  pretences  by  which  they  covered  their 
choice  were,  that  the  emperor  Charles^  when  declared  king 
pf  France^  would  have  dominions  nearly  equal  in  extent  to 
'thofe  pf  Charlemagne  "** ;  withou^t  confidering,  that  a  great 
^mpire  is  a  great. weight,  and  that  a  prince,  who  jnay  be 
able  to  conduft  his  affairs  while  reftrained  within  a  certaift 
ifompaf?,  may  notwithftanding  prove  very  unfit  for  direfting 
a  government  of  much  greater  extent  •  and  of  this  they  were 
convinced    by  experience;    fpr  Charks    had    governed   the 
countries  left  him  by  his  father  without  any  vifible  defeft  of 
Judgment,  had  raifed  himfelf  tP  the  imperial  dignity;  and 
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had  (hewa,  on  (cventl  occafioDS^  that  he  ^wanted  jiot  coti- 
^   rage  or  condaA,  aod  on  others,  that  he  was  a  prince  of  a 
mild  difpofitiony   and  had  a  great  r^ard  to  juftice  and 
.equity ".    It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  French 
promifed  themfelves  mnch  happinefs  under  this  reign,  or  that 
they  fhould  be  difappointed  <>,  (ince  the  genius  of  Charles 
was  of  fuch  a  kind,  as,  inftead  of  enlarging  itfelf  to  the  fize 
.of  that  emigre  to  which  he  gradually  attained,  it  was  in* 
deed  opprefled,  add  Q3ntra6:ed  itfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
at  length  his  incapacity  t>ecame  too  viilble  to  be  difputed  ^ 
A{  htifirfi     The  emperor  was  not  long  in  difcovcring  the  fault  he  had 
tntranceM  committed  in  granting  an  eftabliftunent  to  the  Normans  in 
$heg9'      Friezland;  for  their  king  (7(?^tf^,  who  had  married  the  na- 
'vernment,  ^^^j  daughter  of  Lothaire,  pcrfifted  ftill  in  his  intrigues  in 
'  ^^"^^  favour  of  her  brother  Hugo^  who  had  made  many  attempts 
nvitb^tte  ^^  ^^^  kingdom  of  Lorrain.     The  Normans  ftill  continued  to 
Nor-        harrafs  France ;  and  tliercfore,  when  the  emperor  faw  that 
nans.       this  king  of  Friezland  was  bent  upon  a  war,  he  liflened  to 
the  advice  of  Henrys  duke  or  governor  of  Saxony ,  eXleemed 
the  ablcft  man  in  his  fcrvice,  and  gave  him  full  power  to  aft 
in  this  matter,  in  the  manner  moft  advantageous  to  his  go- 
vernment ^.     Henry,  upon  this,  entered  into  a  negotiation 
with  the  monarch  of  Friezland ;  and,  in  one  of  their  con- 
ferences, encouraged  a  nobleman,  whom  he  had  injured,  to 
cleave  his  fcull  with  a  battle-axe.  Soon  after  this,  the  baftard 
Ht^o,  having  been  drawn  by  fair  promifes  into  the  hands  of 
the  emperor's  minifters,  they  caufed  his  eyes  to  be  put  out, 
and  flxut  him  up  afterwards  as  a  monk  in  the  abbey  of  Prum, 
in  the  foreft  of  Jrden  ^.     Thefe  bold  ftrokes  ought  to  have 
been  fuftained  by  a  like  conduit  throughout ;  but  that  was 
Jbeyond  the  abilities  of  this  prince.     The  Normans  under- 
ftood  this  perfeftly,  and,  under  pretence  of  revenging  the 
..death  of  their  king  Godfrey,  came  up  the  river  Seine  with  a 
A4D.S85.  fleet  x)f  fevcn  hundred  fail ;  and,  having  taken  feveral  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  attempted  to  furprife  Paris ;  but  thro* 
the  prudence  of  the  bifhop  Go/liny  and  Eudes,  who  com- 
manded in  the  place,  they  were  difappointed  ;  which  fo  en- 
raged them,  that,  after  having  blocked  up  the  place  for  fome 
time,  they  determined  to  undertake  a  regular  fiege ;  though, 
in  thefe  kind  of  military  operations,  they  were  far  from  being 
able,  and  had  feldom  been  fuccefsful '. 
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The  city  of  Paris^  thus  bcfiegcd,  confifted  only  of  that  fFho  <om4 
part  of  the  place  now  fo  called,  which  is  exprefly  and  par-  tvitif  a 
ticulariy  ftiled  the  city,  built  entirely  on  an  ifland  in  thefi^^^^^ 
Seirt^f  over  which  were  bridges  on  both  fides,  the  heads  of  ^r^^'\ 
which  were  well-fortified,  at  leaft  for  thofe  times  \     Thc^'^^J*"** 
army  of  the  Normans  confifted  of  about  tliirty  thoufand  men ;  ^J^^  'u^* 
they  were  commanded  by  SigrfroVy  who  w^  fierce  and  cruel,  ^^^^  ^^' 
but  not  at  all  deficient  in  the  talents  then  thought  requifite  j^„j  ^ 
in  a  general.     He  fometimes  foothed,  and  fometimes  threa-  <waitr. 
lened,  but  was  never  idle.    He  ravaged  all  thc^  adjacent 
country,  not  only  \o  amafs  booty,  but  to  hinder  the  befieged 
from  receiving  any  provifions.     He  employed  all  the  ma- 
chines that  in  this  age  were  in  ufe  to  batter  the  walls,  and 
open  a  paflfage  to  his  troops :  he  caufed  feveral  afiaults  to  be 
|[iven  with  great  fury,   but  in  vain  ".     Hugo  PJbhe^  thea 
^ount  of  Parisy  gave  his  advice  in  all  things,  and  dire^ed 
the  manner  of  the  defence.     Eudes  commanded  the  troops, 
and  by  hi$  example  encouraged  them  to  behave  gallantly  on 
all  occafions.     The  bifliop  went  from  place  to  place,  exhort- 
ing and  confoling  the  inhabitants  ;  his  nephew  Ebbon  be- 
haved very   bravely  on  all  occafions :  but,   notwithftand* 
ing  all  this,  things  funk  at  laft  fo  low,  that  Eudes  was  fent 
to  the  emperor  to  follicit  relief  ^«     Upon  this,  Itenry,  duke 
of  Saxony f  was  fent  with  an  army,  which,  tho*  not  ftroqg 
enough  to  drive  the  Normans  from  before  it,  enabled  him  to  A.D.886. 
enter  the  place,  and  carry  with  him  confiderable  fuccours  ^. 
He  afterwards  augmented  his  army,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
attack  \h^ Normans  in  their  line;  but  behaving  in  this  with 
alitde  too  much  fpirit,  or  rather  with  too  little  prudence,  his 
horfe  and  himfelf  fell  into  a  ditch,  covered  with  ilraw  upon 
hurdles,  whgr^  he  was  prefently  murdered.     Upon  which 
his  army  diibanded,  and  Paris  was  left  more  expofed,  and 
in  a  worfe  condition,  than  ev^r  y. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fiege,  the  biftiop  Go/lin  departed  this  ne  empt* 
life ;  as  did  alfo  Hugo  fAbbe^  who  was  fucceeded  in  the  title  ror  goes  in 
of  count  of  Parisy  or  rather  count  of  the  ille  of  France^  by  perjcn  to 
his  nephew  E^desy  who  contiqued  to  make  an  adrpirable  de-  ''J  '"'^'C^ 
fen<e,  tho'  the  Noxmans  exerted  all  the  aru  of  fraud  and  ^^^  ^'*^'' 
force  to  carry  their  point,  and  were  fometimes  very  near  it  *.  ^  *^l^\ 
At  Icngtli,  the  emperor  Charles  was  exceedingly  prefled  oh  Nonxuinirf 
5^11  fides  tQ  deliver  a  city  of  fuch  confequence   oiit  of  the 
l^ds  of  tbefe  barbarians,  who  were  otherwife  bent  upon 
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fortifying  it,  and  converting  it  mto  the  capital  of  that  pno- 
dpality  which  they  were  fo  eager  to  raife  in  France.  Witk 
this  view  he  aflembled,  through  the  whole  extent  of  his  do- 
minionS)  a  prodigious  army,  with  the  heft  part  of  wbidt 
be  advanced  out  of  Germany  ^  to  the  relief  of /'am;  appear- 
•ed  with  his  wholearmy  under  arms  on  the  mountaia  of  TMMtf- 
marty  fully  perfuaded  that,  at  the  fight  of  hisHandards,  the 
'    .  Normans  would  retire  with  precipitation  *.     He  qukkly 

found  his  miftake;  they  continued  in  then:  works,  and  fliewed 
pot  the  fmalleft  difpofition  of  faifing  the  fi^;e.     The  em- 
peror upon  this  changed  his  meafures,  began  a  R^otiatioa 
with  them,  and,  by  a  pecuniary  iacrifice,  induced  Chem  to 
promife  they  would  withdraw  their  troops  and  their  Teflfels  K 
This  was  in  the  month  of  November;  and  as  he  was  not 
able  to  coUeA  the  money  before  the  fpring,  heconfented  thqr 
A.D.887.  fl^QQi^i  (akc  winter  quarters  in  Burgundy,  in  which  caumry 
the  people  had  not,  as  yet,    acknowleged  his  authority. 
They  had  fome  difficulty  to  open  a  paflage  thitho: ;  for  the 
Partjians  abfolutcly  refiifed  to  pcfmit  their  veflels  to  iail  un- 
der their  bridges  c.     In  this  fituation  the  Normans  foood 
-themfelves  obliged  to  carry  their  veflels  overland,  andlaundi 
them  again  upon  the  Seine,  at  a  certain  diftance  above  Paris% 
which,  when  they  had  done,  they  proceeded  into  Burgunif^ 
laid  wafte  and  deftroyed  the  country  on  every  iide,  and 
amafled,  exclufive  of  the  ranfom  they  were  to  retdve,  an 
immenfe  booty  in  cattle  and  valuable  effeAs,  as  ^well  as  in 
money,  to  the  amazement  of  the  whole  French  nation  ^. 
Tbettttfir'     This  ignominious  treaty  ruined  the  reputation   of  the 
'*"^'^'*'' emperor,  which  was  much  declined  before.    He  returned 
^r^.       into  Germany  indifpofed  as  to  his  health,  and  diftradled  m 
ieclinTat  ^^  ^^^^-    ^^  ^'^^  ^^  miniftcTs  in  whom  he  couldconfide; 
cnte  in      ^^^  ^^^y  ^^^  ^^^  either  love  or  fear  him.     He  had  fufpi- 
j97/W,^0iAr,  c^ons  iti  his  mind  about  the  chaftity  of  his  emprefs  Racbael, 
andefiate.  and  this  as  to  Ludard,  biftiop  of  Verceil,  the  only  perfbn  of 
weight  or  authority  ftill  remaining  in  his  fervice,  and  in  this 
fit  of  ill  humour,  he  forbid  him  his  court,  and  confined  the 
emprefs  •.     The  latter  kept  no  meafures ;  (he  inftfted  upon 
being  admitted  to  her  purgation,  affirming,  that  (he  was 
not  only  innocent  with  refpeft  to  that  prelate,  and  every 
other  man,  but  alfb  that  (he  was  untouched  by  th^  empenx- 
faimfelf,  and  a  pure  virgin,  in  fupport  of  which  fhe  was  ready 
tq  undergo  any  trial  that  fliould  be  affigned  her*     The  tm^ 

^  Abbon.  Mohach.  *»  AiKfdw,  lib.  v;   *        «  Rftoi- 

MON.  <^hronicon.  .'Pavl  ^mil.         -    <  Chroti.  var;  xndg. 
«  Aiuou.  lib.  V.  '  ^       ' 

peror 
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peror  had  appointed  a  diet,  as  the  laft  refource  for  feeding  his , 
afialrs ;  but,  falling  fick  at  ^Tri^^r,  which  is  a  fdace  between  \ 
Mentz  and  Oppmheimy  it  very  quickly  appeared  that  his  fa;, 
culties  were  quite  gone  ^.     In  fuch  a  fituation,  it  might  na- " 
tqrally  be  expedted  that  Charles  would  arife,  and  diat  the 
great  lords  of  the  court  would  be  more  attentive  to  theic  owjjb 
particular  interefts  than  to  the  miferable  ftate  of  their  lao** 
guifhing   prince;  but  one  would  fcarce  imagine  that  thef 
fliould  be  fo  far  loft  to  compaffion  and  decency,  as  well  as 
duty,  as  to  forget  that  he  was  living  and  in  diftrefs  ;  and  yet 
it  fo  fell. out,  being  fo  abfolutely  abandoned,  that  he  would 
not  have  had  bread  to  eat,  or  a  fervant  to  attend  him  in  his 
iicknefs,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  archbi(hop  of  Mentz,  who, 
on  a  principle  of  charity,  generofity,  and  duty,  fupplied 
aU  8. 

.  AfLNeLi>,  the  natural  foQ  of  ^or/MMn,  king  of  Bawiria,  D^firfeif^ 
upon  the  depofition  of  Charier,  fucceeded  him  in  the  impe-  ^ndde^re* 
rial  dignity,  and  to  hisdifcrction  he  was  left  for  a  fubfift-/'^*  '^ 
ence,  during  the  remaining  part  of  his  miferable  life;  and-^*^^ 
the  allowance,  at  length  given  him,  was  proportioned  to  ^^l^^*^- 
neceffity  he  was  in,  and  not  at  all  to  the  4igDity  he  had  Vowl^^^ 
fefled,  conCfting  only  in  the  revenues  of  three  or  four  vil-  enemiety 
lages.     It  is  true  he  made  fome  isfforts  to  recover  fuch  of  the  and  die:  im 
nobility  as  owed  their  grandeur  to  his  favour,  in  hopes  that,  fbis  ifi. 
by  their  affiftance;  he  mi^t  have  rifen  again  into  feme  de-^re/u 
gree  of  fplendor,  more  cipedally  as  no  public  ftep  had  been 
taken  to  his  prejudice  in  Frante:  but  finding  it  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  and  feeing  himfelf  fcarce  the  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  thofe 
who  were  firuggling  for  and  feizing  his  dominions  on  every 
fide,  he  feems  to  have  reconciled  himfelf  to  his  fate,  dying 
in  the  condition  of  a  private  man,  on  the  14th  of  Jemiary^ 
ia  the  year  ^  our  Lord  888  ^  (E).    He  was  certainly  a 

prince 

^  Annales  Metenf.  s  Anaal.  Fulden£  ^  A^monV 

lib.v.    Reginoh.  Chron. 

"  (E)  Infpe^ii>gqfl4m;iV/£#  that  in  his  yOQth  he  fanfied 

German  in  ^e  text|  we  have  he  faw  the  devil,  and  that  he 

ftewn  diat   this    prince,    the  wae  pofleiTed  by  him,  having^ 

yoQDgeft  of  his  fons,  was  no;  indeed,  very  gnevoas  eonvuT- 

^mpt  from  the  foolifh  ambi-.  tons,  fo  that  £x  ftrong  men 

^n  of  that  age ;  but  was,  at  had  much  ado  to  hold  him. 

foroetimes,  in  arms  againil  his  It  is  from  hence  conjedlured^ 

father.      But  whether  it  arofe  that  he  was  never  thoroughly 

from  penitence,  from  a  melan-  cured  of  this  difeafe  ;  bat  thatt^ 

€hoIyconftitation,orfromfome  the  indifpofition,  .with  which 

Snevoos  malady,   fo   it  was,  he  was  from  time  to  tim%  af- 

fliaed^ 
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prince  IS  free  from  vices,  and  as  fincerely  religioas,  as  an/ 
of  that  age;  but  wanting  genius  and  application^  and  beto^ 
father  inclined  to  the  pl^ures  of  privacy  thaa  to  thefpleo' 


fliAed,  were  the  relicks  of  this 
4kiforder.     He  was  learned  for 
thofe  times,  and  sety  religious, 
being  much  ziven  to  fafting  and 
^yer,  which  left  him  too  much 
IQ  the  hands  of  his  miniftet. 
By  his  iirft  confort,  with  whofe 
name  we  are  not  acquainted, 
he  ha()  a  fon,  who  died  young. 
He  had  alfo  a  natural  fon,whoie 
name  was  Bernard^    and   for 
whom  he  had  a  great  affection. 
The  notion  which  fome  have, 
that  he  was  not  king  in  his  own . 
right,  but  only  regent  td  his 
couiia  Charles  the  Simple,  the 
pofthumous  fon  of  Liwit  the 
Stammerer^  does  not  feem  to  be 
very  well  founded,  fince  in  the 
public  inllruments  of  this  mon- 
arch,  that  are  itill  renaint^ng, 
he  fiiles  himfelf  Rex  Franc^rum 
et  Romanorum  :  but  that  he  was 
very;  ill  obeyed,  and  but  vtry 
little  elleemed,  by  lYitFnnch^ 
feems  to  be  true.     Yet  it  does 
not    appear,    that   the  French 
lords  had  any  hand  in  deferring 
or  dethroning  him,  which  was 
chiefly  owing  to  his  being  at- 
tacked, in  his  return  to  G^- 
fMony^  by  a  violent  pain  in  his 
head,   for.  which  he .  fuffered 
fiich  inciilons  as  are  fuppofed 
to  have  affeded  his  underAand- 
ing.      The    intrigues    of  the 
woinen  alfo  had  lome  (hare  iti 
this  bufincfs.     The  widow  of 
Be/on,    who  had   affumcd  the 
title  of  king  of  Aries y  prefTed 
him  exceedingly  to  adopt  her 
fon  Lewiis,    as   being  on  the 
mother's  fide  direilTly  defcended 
from  ^Charlemagne  with  which 
^  he  complied:  and    it  may  be 
this  gave  oifence  to  his  fiHer 


mUegenrdit  abbefs  of  Znml^ 

wh6  was  very  forward  in  id. 

vifing  the  lords  about  him  to 

leave  him,  and  to  join  Am^i^ 

who  had  uken  the  title  of  king 

of  GiTMuu^,  and  to  whoin  die 

emperor  tent  his  natural  foa, 

to  procure  the  bed  terms  for 

him  he  could.    He  continoed 

all  this  time  in  a  weak  aoct 

languiihing     coodttion ;   Sot 

wh^er  he  died  of  his  mahd/t 

or  of  defpair,  b  very  uncertaift; 

iince  ibmc  writers  intimaosthat, 

both  caufes  a£Ung  too  flowiyi 

in  the  opinions  of  thofe  w&o 

wi&ed  to  fee  him  removed, 

his  death  was  haftened  hj  i 

dofe  of  poifon ;  a  practice  bat 

too  frei^uent  in  that  age^  as  lijs 

competitor  experienced  in  his 

turn.    It  does  not  appear,  is 

this  whole  a£ur,.  that  pope 

Stephen,  whom  fome  reckon  die 

fifth,  and  others  the  fixth,  J 

that  name,  interpofed  in  tliii 

behalf,  fho'  few  of  the  Rme» 

pomifs  have  been  abler  Hatef* 

men,  or   had  greater  credit? 

but  the  intrigues  thzt  were  then 

carrying  on  in  Itafy,  and  hit 

connection  With   fome  of  the 

principal  authors,  occupied  »U 

his  attention,   and  prevented 

his  expoftnlating    with  tboKf 

who  quitted  the  part  of  the 

emperor,    becaufe  his  frieads 

were   to    be    enriched    wkn 

that     monarch's    fpoils.     ]^ 

the  end,  however,  Rome  l«d 

very  dear  for  this  kind  oft  US' 

ni'mg  policy,    and  had  caw 

fufficient  to  regret  th«  froiec- 

tion  that  had  been  evcralFflfdw 

them  by  the  femily  of  Ctarh* 

mapne^ 

■  ■  u 
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did  enjoyments  of  a  court,  he  fuffered  himfclf  to  be  guide<i 
by  fuch  of  his  mioiftcrs  a«  were  near  him,  and  to  be  impofed 
on  by  the  reprefentations  of  governors,  and  oth6r  officers, 
at  a  diflance ;  fo  that  he  had  never  any  right  apprehenHoir 
of  the  (late  of  his  dominions  K    His  death  threw  the  king- 
dom of  France  into  a  general  conftemation,  as  they  were 
ftill  harraffed  by  the  Normans,  opprefled  by  a  Itind  of  indc- 
pendant  nobility,  who  racked  their  tenants  to  gratify  their 
avarice  and  ambition,  and  without  any  form  of  government,  of 
fo  much  as  the  appearance  of  it,  to  which  they  might  refort» 
for  protection  againft  foreign  invaders  or  domeftic  tyrants. 
It  is  true  they  had  ftill  the  pofthumous  child  of  Lewis  the 
Starmnerer  amongft  them;  and  many  affirm  that  they  con- 
fidered  hin)  as  the  lawful  heir  of  the  crown,  and  Charles  the 
<^rofs  only  as  his  tutor  or  proteftor  j  but  of  this  tfiere  is  no 
diftinft  or  uncontroverted  proof.    On  the  contrary,  it  is 
very  plain  that  the  titles  of  Lev>is  and  Carloman  bad  beea 
called  in  queftion,  as  they  had  been  no  better  than  baftards, 
becaufe  their  mother  was  repudiated ;  and,  notwithftanding 
this,  the  title  of  their  younger  brother  was  alfo  queftioned, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that,  if  the  marriage  of  thqir  mother  was 
valid,  then  the  mother  of  Charles  was  but  a  concubine,  and 
himfclf  a  baftard  ^,    Had  he  been  of  age,  however,  and  ia 
any  degree  capable  either  of  conducing  a  party  or  an  army^ 
thefc  objeftions  had  been  quickly  fifcnccd :  as  it  was,  the 
nation  could  not  be  without  a  king,  and  therefore  the  nobi 
lity  thought  it  both  their  intereft  an*  their  duty  to  choofc' 
One,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  next  fe^ion. 

^  Reoinon.  Chron.    Pavl  ^mil.         '^  Axmon,  lib.  v* 

S  E  C  t.    V, 

The  Reigns  of  Eudes,  Charles  the  Simple,  Raoul, 
Lewis  IV.  furnamed  the  Stranger,  Lothaire,  and 
Lewis  V.  in  whom  ended  the  Race  ^Charlemagne* 

.  ^H  E  crown  of  France  was  an  objeft  of  fuch  importance,  Eudet, 
•■'    as  to  occupy  the  thoughts  of  a  great  variety  of  pre-p*"/^ 
tenders,  who  laboured  to  recommend  themfclves  by  very  ff*j  '"^ 
plaufible  claims,  at  the  fame  time  they  were  prepacing  to  \i^J ^^f 
fupport  them  by  force.     Guy^  duke  of  Spoleto^  and  Berenger,  France^ 
duke  of  Frioul,  flood  both  in  the  fourth  degree  of  defcent  and 
from  Charlemagne  \   the  one  fpringing  from  a  daughter  oicrwuned 
I^is  the  Dehnnaire,  and  the  oUler  from  the  daughter  of  during  tie 

king 
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minority  of  ^ang  PepiH  *•  Lewis y  the  fon  of  ^^/^»  talked  likemfe  of  s 
Charles  i^nd  of  right,  his  mother  being  the  daughter  pf  the  emperor 
die  Sim-  i^i^  i£,  and  himfelf  adopted  by  Charks  the  Bald.  He  was, 
P  ••  however,  a  child,   and  his  pretenfidns  therefore  of  Ktdc 

weight;  yet  in  procds  of  time,  by  the  recommendation  of 
the  pope,  he  was  chofen  king  ai  Arks,     About  the  fame 
time,  Raoul^  ovTlodolpk^  the  Ion  of  Canradg,  count  of  Parity 
fidzed  the  farther  Burgundy ^  and  converted  it  into  a  kb^- 
dpm  J».      Herbert^   count  of  Vermandoisy  (hewed  himfelf  a 
kind  of  competitor,  being  defcended  in  a  right  line  frooft 
Bernard,  king  of  Italy.    It  is  true  there  was  a  fafjndcm  of 
haftardy;  but  that  was  of  no  great  importance.  Since  SerTiari 
himfelf  was  a  baftard,  and  yet.  declared  king  of  Italy  by 
Qlhirlemagne,  at^  the  requeft  <i  Lewis  the  Debonnairt  \     The 
T^oa  formidable  pretender  was  Arnold^  king  of  Gcmuaj^ 
who  looked  upon.himfelf  as  emperor,  and  who,  in  virtue  c^ 
his  power,  thought  to  become  king  of  France*     But  the 
nobinty  were  unwilling  to  admit  of  a  ftranger;  and  thexe* 
fore  they  chofe  Eudes^  count  oi  Paris,  the  fon  of  the  &nx>uft 
Robert  leForf;  and  fome  attempts  have  been  made  to  firamd 
a  title  for  him,  as  bong  defcended,  in  a  right  line,  from 
€l?ildebrandy  the  brother  of  Charks  Martel,  on  the  Other's 
iide^  and  on  the  mother's,  from  Adelaide,  the  daughter  of 
Lewis  the  Debonnaire  ^  .     But  thefe  ftories  are  at  beft  uoco^ 
tgin.     Eudes  had  a  far  fuperior  rig^t,  ariHng  from  the  pub- 
lic necefEty,  the  unbiafled  voices  of  the  nobility,  and  his 
own  fuperior  merit.     He  accepted  the  crown  then,  upon  thdb 
conditions ;   firft,  that  the  coa&nt  of  Arnold,  king  of  Cer* 
many,  (hould  be  obtained,   to  prevent  his  elevation  bdi^ 
made  the  pretence  of  a  civil  war;  and  next,  that  he  ihoold 
hold  this  dignity  in  truft  for  the  right  heir  Charks  theSimfki 
who  was  not  6[  age  to  ^ecute  its  fdn^ons  ^.    Under  thde 
conditiois  he  was  crowned  by  the  biftiop  of  Sens.     Soon  af- 
ter he  wcntj.rf  his  own  accord,  to  the  diet  ztfVorms,  where  he 
told  Arnold,  that  he  was  very  ready  torefign  the  enfigns  of  roy- 
alty, rjither  than  upnA^9€  the  FrencknSiiioti  in  a  quarrel  on  his 
account ;  with  which  jg^ecci^s  and  candid  proceeding  Arnold 
was  fo  much  plealed,  that  he  owned  him,  without  fcni[d!e, 
for  king  of  France^  and  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  in 
that  capacity  /* 

^  LuiTPRftUD  lib.  L     VhiJt.  J^sVLitn  **  Chron.  var, 

antiq.  '.Vita  Ladovid  Pii.  *  Le  P,  FaUchet. 

Mbzeray.    p.  Daniei*.  *  Annales  MetenC  ^  Ao- 

sales  FuLdcqf. 
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The  Notmans  continuing  to  defoiate  the  kingdom  by  per-  He  defeats 
petual  irrnptions,  fometimes  on  one  fide,  foaietimes  on  the  *^<^  ^'or- 
otherj  EudeSy  who  had  but  a  fmall  number  of  forces,  was  ""ans,  and 
conftraincd  to  fupply  that  defeft  by  vigilance  and  aftivity  ^/"PtJ'^jF** 
He  had  the  good  fortune  to  furprize  a  body,  or  rather  an  ar-  ^*  'f^*'"" 
my,  of  thefe  plunderers,  confiiHng  of  near  twenty  thouflmd  ^^^'1^^  . 
horfe  and  foot,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  called  Mont-  qj^tai,! 
faiicon,  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood  j  and  though  he  had  but 
a  thoufand  horfe  under  his  commaqd,  yet  difpofing  thefe 
into  different  places,  and  caufing  the  attack  to  be  made  at  the 
famainfbnt,  the  enemy  were  broke  before  they  diicovercd 
tfaeir  fuperiority  ^  and  the  people  of  the  country,  feeing  their 
diforder,  fell  upon  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  few  or  none 
could  make  their  efcape  **.     This  viftory  gained  him  grea^ 
reputation;  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  highly  advan- 
tageous to  France^  if  an  infurre£lion  had  not  broke  out  in 
j^quitaivi^  which  made  the  king's  prefence  neceffary  there : 
and  though  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  tb  fubdae  the  malecon- 
tents  with  little  ttouble,  yet,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Normans 
took  Meai^Xy  and  breaking  their  capitulation,  deftroyed  it  '. 
They  likewife  made  themfelves  matters  of  Troie^  Toul^  and 
Verduuy  and  made  a  fecond  and  third  attempt  upon  Parity 
though  without  efieft.    They  alfo  committed  great  diforders 
throughout  Lorrain,  till  they  were  feverely  chaftifed  by  or- 
der of  the  king  of  Germany^  who,  with  the  aififlance  of  the 
Fnnchy  defeated  them  with  great  flaughter  •"•     All  this  time 
the  king  was  era()loyed  in  eflbblifhing  his  authority,  and  in 
rcpreffing  thofe  diforders  which  were  fo  detrimental  to  the 
ftate:  and  though,  ia  doing  this,  he  ihcwed  all  the  mildncfs 
and  moderation  poflible,  yet  thofe  who  perhaps  owed  their  ^•D.figi* 
wealth  and  their  power  to  nothing  but  the  continuance  of 
thefe  diforders,  were  extremdy  offended,  and  teftified  their 
difafleftion  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  induced  fome  of  the  am- 
bitious nobility,  who  only  waited  and  wanted  fuch  an  oppor- 
tunity to  difturb  the  public  peace  *,  to  concur  with  them, 
and  put  the  kingdom  in  a  flame.  '    . 

The  firft  who  declared  bimfelf  openly,  was  count  Wal-  ^xnit^em^ 
gaifey  who  furprized  the  city  of  Laon ;  and,  that  he  might  Marked  in 
give  fome  kuid  of  colour  to  this  proceeding,    proclaimed  ^  "'^'^ 
king  Charles.     Eitdes^  than  whom  there  never  was  a  more  '^^^  *^''f* 
aftive  prince,  forefeeing  the  confequences  of  this  revolt,   in-  ^^^f^^^*^ 
veiled  the  place  unexpeftedly,  and,  attacking  it  with  great  ^C'  \^ 

t  Albonis  Mohach.   dc  Bello  Pariiiacas   Urbis,  libri  duo. 
>  Chron.  deNorm.  Geftis.  *  Recjinon.  Chron.        ^  Flq- 

DOARD  Hift.  Rhem.  lib.  iv.  ^  AnnaL  Mctenf. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXIII,  'Q^  vigour. 
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the  f on  o/'vigouty  compelled  this  garrifon  to  furrender  :  he  then  called 
Lewis  the  count  Walgaire  to  anJwer  before  the  Dobiiity  who  were 
Summer-  about  him,  and,  upon  their  adjudging  him  a  traitor,  caufed 
•^'  him  immediately  to  be  beheaded  "*.     This  aft  <A  feverity  had 

not  die  confequences  that  he  expcftcd,  Ehhn^  abbot  of  5/. 
Denis ^  who  had  been  the  king's  moil  intimate  friend,  wth 
fome  other  noblemen,  raifed  all  Aquitaine,  Eudes  marched 
thither  immediately,  and  brought  things  into  order  barely 
by  his  prefence  "•  In  the  mean  time,  thb  party  of  cotmt 
Walgaire  had  time  to  aft.  They  brought  over  queen  Aie- 
laickf  and  her  fon  Charles,  from  England;  and,  being  jomed 
hy  Herbert,  couxiX.  oi  VermandoiSy  znd  Philips  count  of  5«- 
lis,  both  defcended  from  Charlemagne,  they  carried  theyouag 
prince  to  Rheims,  where  he  was  crowned  by  Fouquesy  the 
archbiftiop,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  Arnold,  king  of  Genruaq^ 
to  intreat  his  affiftanoe.  This  was  in  fome  meafure  obtained; 
and  the  party  who  had  Charles  at  their  head,  came,  with  2 
great  army,  and  laid  flege  to  Lcmn  ^.  The  inhabitants  made 
a  brave  defence,  which  gave  Eudes  time  to  come  to  their 
affiflance,  with  a  fmall  but  gallant  army,  at  the  approach  of 
which  the  forces  of  Charles  mouldered  away,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  retire.  Eudes  found  means  to  juftify  himfelf  to 
Arnold,  king  of  Germany,  which  he  did,  by  making  hiqi  fen- 
fible  that  his  government  was  far  from  being  prejudicial  to 
Charles,  and  that  thofe  who  » were  about  that  young  king 
Jiad  his  intereft  much  lefs  at  heart ;  and  of  this  he  gate  a 
convincing  proof,  by  dividing  the  kingdom  with  Charles,  and 
doing  homage  to  him  for  the  fmall  part  that  he  retained  K 
He  did  not  Jong  furvive  this  agreement,  dying  at  La  Fere, 
in  Picardy,  on  the  3d  of  January,  in  the  year  898,  in  the 
40th  year  of  his  age;  hated  by  the  nobility,  wh^e  gppircf- 
fion  he  had  reftrained,  beloved  by  th^  people,  and  efteemed 
by  all  the  world  9.  He  left  behind  him  a  fon,  Arnold,  to 
whom  fome  would  have  given  the  title  of  king ;  but  he  fur- 
vived  him  for  fo  fliort  a  fp«:e,  that  it  afforded  no  time  for 
the  adherents  of  his  father  to  take  their  meafures  in  his  6* 
vour:  they  attached  themfelvcs,  therefore,  to  Rebert,  the 
brother  of  Eudes,  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  -county,  afld 
was  one  of  the  gjjllanteft  and  greateft  men  that  a^  pro- 
duted  ':  and,,  but  for  fome  fuch  fpirits,  the  monardhy  Jm^ 
been  fubyerted,  as  well  as  the  family  c& Charlemagne. 

*  Annal.  Fuldenf.    Recinon.  Chron.  *^AnnalcsMc- 
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His  competitor  being  removed,  Charles  was  acknowlegcd,  Charles, 
m  his  own  right,  king  oi France:  but,  alas!  that  QOMntty furnamed 
was  not  now  what  it  had  been  under  his  predeceflfors,  in  tlue  Sim- 
point  of  extent,  wealth,  or  number  of  people.     Arnold^  king  V^^*featti 
of  Germany^  was  in  pofleffion  of  Lorrain ;  and  Charles  him-  ^P*^  '^* 
felf  had  rdinquifhed  his  claims  upon  it^  in  confideration  of    '^*^», 
the  alBftance  and  countenance  he  had  received  •.     On  the  *^ 
other  fide.  Burgundy  was  erefted  into  a  kingdom,   ^^^<^^^t'*war 
comprehended  what  is  now  called  Swij/ertanJ,  togetiler  with  declsning^ 
Franche  Comtek  or  at  leaft  the  beft  part  of  it  ^     Lewis^  the 
foQ  of  Bofon^  held  the  country  which  has  been  before  de- 
fcribed  under  the  name  of  the  kingdom  of  Aries ;  and  it  had 
been  well  if,  after  all  thefe  facrifices,  Charles  could  have  been 
faid  to  hold  the  reft  «.     But  this  was  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  fay  what  he  held,  except  the  title 
of  king,  and  the  power  of  giving  away.     It  is  true  that,  not 
long  after  he  mounted  the  throne,  he  had  a  fair  opportunity 
of  recovering  part  of  his  dominions,  and  eftablifhing  his  re- 

!}utation,  by  the  revolt  of  the  people  of  Lorrain,  againft  the 
on  of  Arnold;  and  accordingly  he  marched,  with  a  great 
army,  into  that  country,  where  he  might  have  done  what 
he  had  pleafed,  and,  by  reannexing  it  to  the  crown,  had  re- 
ceived an  honourable  and  ample  fubfiftence :  but  he  loved 
the  pleafures  of  a  courtj  and  hated  rather  the  fatigues  than 
perils  of  a  camp;  for  he  was  perfonally  brave,  and,  when 
neceffity  required,  did-his  duty  as  an  officer  without  reproach ; 
but  he  was  naturally  indolent,  and  eafilyimpofed  upon  "^^  Zuen^^ 
UMdy  king  of  Lorrain^  who  was  much  of  the  fame  temper, 
sind  had  loft  his  dominions  by  indulging  it,  perceived  what 
errors  were  committed  by  Charles  ;  and  though  he  had  but 
a  fmall. body  of  troops,  yet  he  kept  the  field,  and  at  length 
diitrefled  the  French  in  fuch  a  manner^  that  Charles  was  glad 
to  conclude,  by  a  treaty,  a  war  that  ought  to  have  been  ended 
by  the  fword,  and,  for  the  fake  of  fome  very  fmall  acquifi- 
tions,  abandoned  entirely  a  kingdom  that  he  had  almoft  ob- 
tained »•  This  gave  a  great  blow  to  his  credit ;  but  fo  long 
as  he  enjoyed  the  ailiftance  of  Fouques,  archbiftiop  of  RheimSg 
and  followed  the  wife  counfels  he  gave,  he  in  fome  meafure 
fflaintained  his  dignity :  but  when  that  prelate  was  aflaflinat-  A.D.9c«i 
ed,  by  the  order  of  the  earl  of  Flanders,  his  behaviour  pro- 
cured him  the  depreciating  furname  of  Charles  the  Simple; 
and  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  this  be  alleviated  or  exaggerate 

'  •  Chron.  var.  antiq.  *  Reginon.  Chron*  «  Le  P. 
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cd  by  what  fome  hiftorians  have  obferved,  that,  if  he  had  not 
been  unworthy  of  the  crown,  he  had  never  been  permitted  toJ 
wear  it  >'.     Scandalous  fource  of  royalty  indeed  ]  i[ 

7he  zreat       The  nobility  oi  France y  having  had  leifure  to  frame  their 
ehange  in  fyftem,  had  now  the  fairefi  opportunity  of  carrying  it  into 
/>&fFrcnch  cj^ecution.     Such,  therefore,  as  had  been    intrufted  with, 
monarchy   or  had  got  into  pofleffion  of  governments,  demanded  confirm- 
h  theitL"  ations  pf  them,  not  barely  for  life,  but  to  them  aad  to  their 
trodudton  heirs;  and  either  by  their  own  power,  oi' by  the  affillance  of . 
of  fief s.     fome  great  perfon  at  court,  obtained  what  they  demanded^ 
upon  the  eafy  terms  of  doing  homage  ».     It  cannot  be  af- 
firmed that  nothing  of  this  kind  had  taken  place  before  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Simple^  becaufe  fome  inftances,  perhaps, 
might  be  given  in  earlier  times;  but  the  mHchief  did  not  be- 
come general  till  now,  when,  out  of  one  large,  w^ell-oidered, 
and  wifely-governeci  kingdom,  there  ftarted  up  a  multitude 
of  principalities,  ifi  fome  degree,  and  but  in  ibnne  degree^ 
dependent  on  the  crown  *.     Coafidered  in  this  Ught,  they 
may   be   truly   ftiled   principalities,    tho'  the   po/Ie/lbrs  of 
them  took  indifcriminately  the  titles  of  dukes,  marquifles,  or 
counts  :  nor  does  it  appear,  that  there  was  any  rank  or  pre- 
cedence in  thefe  titles  :    duke  had  been  formerly  in  moft 
efteem,  but  that  of  count  feems  to  have  been  in  moft  credk 
.  now.     Under  this  higheft  clafs  of  nobility  there  were  other 
confiderable  lords,  who  held  of  them  in  like  manner;  aiii 
thefe  again  had  others,  who  held  of  them,  arid,  even  thefe 
hid  their  vaflals.     Inftead,  therefore,  of  that  eafy  equal  go- 
yeronjent,  regulated  by  laws  and  cuftoms,  which  had  hi* 
therto  prevailed,  a  multitude  ^  littk  infuppor table  tyran-' 
nies  were  erefted  ^. 
Thi  Nor.       It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  kit^,  by  fufferkig  the  mtirdcr 
jnans  he-   of  FouqueSy  archbifhop  of  Rhevns,  to  whom  l^e  had  fo  many 
€ome  more  ^nd  fo  great  obligations,  to  efcape  unpunifhed,  though  per* 
dangerous  j^^^pg  againft  his  will,  lefTened  him  exceedingly  in  the  eyel  . 
mdformi'  of  his  fubjefts ;   and  their  contempt  of  him  was  ftill  farther 
it  F  ^^  h  ^^creafed  by  the  ravages  of  the  Normans,  who,  for  five  of 
€ronjun        ^'^  jC'dTS  together,  defolated  tjie  fineft  provinces  in  France, 
than  e<u€r*  Thofe  who  failed  up  the  Loire  burnt  the  famous  church  ot 
St.  Martial  ^t  Tours ;  and  ^hofe  who  entered  the  Seine  took 
the  city  oi  Roven  by  compofition,  which 'they  had  obfervcj 
with  greater  fidelity  than  was  cuftomary  with  this  natioD^ 
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This  was  afcribed  to  their  chief  namqd  RoUof  who  .was  not 
Irarely  the  captain  of  a  numerous  banditti,  but  was,  in  rea- 
Jity,  a  great  prince  by  birtli;  and,  which  was  more,  endow- 
ed with  qualities  worthy  of  his  rank  and  defcent.  He 
made  ufe  therefore  of  this  place,  to  ferve.him  for  a  kind  of 
head  quarters ;  made  feveral  expeditions  from  thence,  and, 
when  they  were  finiftied,  returned  thither  again,  while  the 
Frcnchy  feeing  him  lay  wafte  not  only  all  Neuftria,  but  -the 
countries  that  are  now  called  Artois  and  Picardy^  clamoured 
egainft  Charles  for  indolently  fitting  ftill  in  his  abfence,  and 
feot  recovering  and  fortifying  Rouen^  as  he  might  have  done  ^. 
The  king  was  equally  at  a  lofs  how  to  reprefs  thefe  northern 
invaders,  or  to  filence  the  outcries  of  his  own  people,  which 
%vere  not  either  the  lefs  loud  or  general,  from  his  having  at 
firfl  encouraged  and  allied  himfelf  with  thefe  Normans  in  the 
days  of  king  Eitde^,  At  length,  it  was  judged  moft  expedi- 
lent  to  engage  Francouy*  archbifhop  of  Roueriy  to  pfopofe  to 
jRollo  a  truce  for  five  or  fix  months,  in  which  time  a  flable 
j^nd  CoUd  peace-might  be  made,  by  the  grant  of  a  fair  and 
ample  eftablifhment  *^.  Rolloy  whofe  parts  were  not  at  all  in- 
ferior to  his  courage,  obferved  to  the  archbiftiop,  that  of 
thefe  two  propofitions  the  firft  was  direftly  repugnant  to  his 
inclinations  and  his  interefts,  and  the  latter  perfeftly  con- 
iiftent  with  both :  that,  notwithftanding  this,  he  was  very 
wiliing  to  accept  the  one,  for  the  fake  of  the  other;  and,  . 
upon  full  afTurances  given  on  both  fides,  the  truce  took  placed 
Richard y  duke  of  Burgundy^  that  is,  the  poflTeflTor  of  what  is 
no^v  ftiled  the  dukedom  of  Burgundy ^  and  fome  of  the  great 
lords  of  Jqiiitaine,  were  extremely  diflatisfied  with  this  mea- 
fure,  as  it  appeared  alike  diftionourable  to  the  king,  and 
dangerous  to  the  public;  and  therefore,  by  promifing  to  give 
him  all  the  affiftance  he  could  defire,  they  prevailed  upon 
him  to  break  the  truce,  which  fo  provoked  Roilo,  that  he 
jnarched  immediately,  with  a  confiderable  body  of  forces, 
and  invefted  Chartres  g.  The  confederated  lords,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  engagements,  advanced  to  its  relief,  attacked 
the  Normans  In  their  camp,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  a 
fally  from  the  place,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  bifliop  in . 
his  robes,  forced  Rollo  to  abandon  his  enterprize,  and  to  re- 
tire to  an  eminence,  where  they  befieged  him  and  his  Nor^ 
wnans  in  their  turn  ^.     However,    having,   by  a  ftratagem, 

*  DuDONis  dc  moribus  ct  adlis  primorum  Normannice  Ducumr 
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forced  a  paflagc  through  their  camp,  RoUo  returned  to  h'ls 

old  ftation ;  and  being  reinforced  there  by  many  thoufands 

of  his  countrymen,  renewed  his  depredations  on  all  fides, 

with  circumftances  which  very  plainly  (hewed  that  refentment 

infligated  thefe  excefTes  ^. 

Kollor0«-      jj^  ^his  critical  and  perplexed  fituation  of  affairs,  finding 

^^   .        no  hopes  of  the  like  afliftance,  Charles  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 

tbe^Sim-    governed  by  Robert ^  the  brother  of  Eudes,   now  ftiled  duke 

pic  to       Robert^  who  prevailed  upon  hi'in  to  recur  to  the  firft  method* 

grant  i&/«  pf  negotiation  *^.     Francoriy  archbiftiop  oi  Roueriy  was  again' 

Ncullria,  the  mediator ;    and  Rolloy  though  by  a  great  acceffion  of 

with  the    llrength  he  was  become  more  formidable,  and,  by  the  ufs^^ 

title  of  a   he  had  met  with,  more  provoked,  yet  fo  great  an  afccndency* 

d^ly*       had  the  prelate  over  his  mind,  that  he  made  no  fcrupic  of* 

declaring  to  him,  that  he  was  content  to  treat  upon  the  old? 

fcafis,  provided  the  treaty  was  fpeedy  and  fincere  ^     Francont^, 

being  well  inflrufted,  propofed  to  him  three  things ;  the  firW 

was,  that  he  ftiould  become  a  Chriftian,  that  the  king  might- 

efcape  the  imputation  of  giving  the  pagans  a  fettlement  ii 

France;  the  fccond,  that  he  (hould  marry  <7x/^/^,  the  king's! 

daughter,    by  which   Charles    might  gain   an   honourable? 

pretence  of  bcftowing  the  noble  country  of  Neujiria  as  her 

dowry  J  and  laftly,  that  he  fhould  do  homage  to  the  king  in.; 

the  fame  manner,  and  hold  this  country  to  himfelf  and  his; 

heirs  on  the  fame  terms,  as  the  great  lords  of  France,  that 

it  might  not  be  faid  the  king  paid  greater  deference  to  a  ftran- 

ger,   than  to  the  native  nobility  of  his  realm  "*.     The  Ntxr- 

man  cxprefled  himfelf  well  fatisficd  with  thefe  offers,  toj 

which  he  made   only  one  objeftion,  that  the   country  of| 

Neujiria,  tho'  extenfive,  rich,  and  fertile  in  itfelf,  was  at  this 

time  fo  wafted  and  depopulated,  as  not  to  afford  him  and  W, 

people  fubfiftence;  and,  therefore,  hedefired  that  hemightf 

have  fome  other   country  affigned  him,  for  the  fupplyof 

immediate  wants  °.     This  demand  was  hard  of  digeffion,- 

and  fome  afErm  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  influence  of 

duke  Robert,  it  might  have  flopped  the  treaty.     Subfcqneot 

events  have  contributed  to  render  this  probable ;  and  jet/ 

perhaps,  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  fame  neceffity  whidi 

produced  the  negotiation,    drove  it  on   to  a  conclufion"." 

The  firft  country  offered  to  Rollo  was  Flanders ^  dependent 
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only  on  the  crdwn  of  France,  and  then  in  the  poflfeffion  of  a 
prince  with  whom  Charles  had  good  reafon  to  be  offended ; 
fo  that  there  wanted  not  policy  in  the  ofFer ;  yet  Rollo  rejefted 
it,  as  lying  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  Neufiria,  and  being 
in  other  refpefts  inconvenient  «*•  Bretagne  was  next  men- 
tioned, and  accepted*  The  preliminaries  being  thus  adjur- 
ed,, the  king  and  this  Norman  prince  had  an  Interview  at 
Saint  Clair,  upon  the  Epte,  where,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
>vh61e  court,  Rollo  did  homage,  in  quality  of  the  duke  of 
JVeuftriay  to  his  new  fovereign ;  but  he  was  fomewhat  auk- 
ward  in  the  performance  of  the  ceremony,  and  when  he  came  A.D.91 1^ 
to  the  laft,  which  was  kneeling  and  making  a  femblance  of 
kiffing  the  king's  foot,  he  peremptorily  refufed  to  go  farther. 
An  expedient  was  found,  v/hkh  was,  that  one  of  his  guards 
Ihpuld  do  it  for  him ;  but  it  feems  all  the  Normans  were  bad 
courtiers;  for  this  life-guard  man  tolled  Charles's  foot  fo 
high,  that,  if  fome  of  the  French  lords  had  not  caught  him, 
he  had  turned  him  and  his  chair  over.  This  accident  was 
paffed  by  with  much  good  humour,  becaufe  refentment  had 
.been  ill  placed  *i. 

On  Eafter-i^Ly,  Rollo  received,  with  great  folemnity,  the  jf  ^i^  ^^, 
rite  of  baptifm ;  his  old  friend,   duke  Robert^  being  one  of  remoi^  of 
the  fponfors,  and  beftowing  upon  him  his  own  name,  which  baptifm     ' 
is  the  reafon  that,  in  the  fr^wc^hiftorians,  we  find  him  fel-  changes  Bit 
dom  called -Ro/fo  after  this,  hnt  Robert,     He  was,  VfiihoxM  name  to 
queftion,  a  prince  of  extraordinary  abilities,  fmce,  upon  this  Robert 
critical  occafion,  he  afted  throughout  with  the  utmoft  dig-  and  be^ 
nity,  and  with  the  moft  cohfammate  prudence  ^     The  prin-^*'^^  '^^' 
cipal  officers  in  his  army,  led  by  his  example,  became  Chri-  9f^^^' 
flians  likewife,  and,  in  deference  to  his  councils,   entered  ??^"  ^  ^^ 
readily  into  the  plan  he  propofed  for  regulating  his  new  flate  ^"  ^^**'' 
after  the  model  of  that  of  France  \    He  began  with  eftablifh- 
ing  bifhopricks  and  religious  houfes,  which  he  liberally  en- 
dowed.    He  appointed  governors  of  diftrifts,  with  the  title 
of  counts;    placed  under  theto  inferior  magiftrates;    and 
cnafted  fuch  laws,  as  he  judged  moft  expedient  for  bringing 
his  new  government  into  a  tolerable  condition.     Pie  was  par- 
ticularly levere  in  punifhing  theft,  and  in  the  equal  diftribu- 
tion  ot  juftice,  which  he  faw  was  the  great  bafis  of  policy, 
and  without  which  his  people  muft  naturally  recur  to  their 
old  method  of  living  by  robbery  and  piracy  ^     It  is  amazing 
with  what  fpeed  and  fuccefs  he  executed  what  he  had  pro- 
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pofed,  and' in  how  ihort  a  time  that  ruined  and  depopulated 
couotiy  was  not  only  filled  with  inhabitants,  but  t\^ok  too 
vigilant  and  induftrious,  and,  which  was  more  extraordi- 
nary, jcgular  in  their  manners,  and  perfeftly  obedient.    On« 
great  caufe  .of  this,  was  the  reform  of  the  better  fort  of  A<?r- 
aians,  from  all  parts,  into  his  dominions,  who,  weary  of  that 
reftlefs  and  roving  kind  of  life  which  they  had  hitherto  led, 
very  gladly  came  to  participate  in  the  advantages  which  he 
had  procured  for  the  people  under  his  command,  which  be 
moA  readily  imparted,  as  knowing  that  the  power  of  a  prince 
^.D.912.  jg  always  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  emplpyments  ol 
his  fubjefts  "•     He  complied  alfo,  as  foon  is  thing?  were  in  a 
tolerable  condition,  with  the  intended  marriage,  tho'   very 
unequal  in  point  of  years ;  for,  at  this  thne,  the  duke  ^vas  at 
lead  fixty,  and  thclady  could  not  be  above  fourteen.     Thai 
Charles,   though  fome  of  his  fnbjefts  continually  reproached 
him  with  it,  faw  the  new  duchy  of  Normandy y  for  fo   ia 
honour  of  its  inhabitants  it  was  ftiled,  thoroughly  fixed,  and 
thereby  an  end  put  to  the  terrors  fo  long  fpread  by  tbt 
NormahS  ',  •  . 

ne  line  of     V/hile  thefe  things  pafled  in  France^   there   happened 
Charle:     great  alterations  amongft  her  neighbours.     Arnold^  king  of 
magne  rt-  Qf^rmany,  and  who  alfo  alTumed  the  title  of  emperor,  died, 
i'\!  A        ^^^  ^^^^  behind  him  two  fons;  Lewis ^  by  the  queen  his  con* 
th  Vff^-    ^^"^^^  ^'^^  fucceedcd  him  as  king  of  Xht  Germans  and  Ro* 
doms  cf    ^^^^9  wad  ZuintiMd,  his  natural  fon,  king  of  Lorr^//!,  who 
Germany  would  have  difputed  the  whole  fucceilion  with  Lewis;  but 
fl;?^  Italy  being  flain  in  battle,  the  lail-mentioned  prince  added  to  the 
going  in  to  reft  of  his  dominions  the  kingdom  of  Lor  rain.     Berengetf 
othiy         whom  the  emperor  Jnwid  had  fhut  up  in  a  corner  of  Lomr 
houjes.and ifardy^  but  fliilpreferving  the  title  of  king,  availed  himfelf 
that  Of     ^f  i^-jj.  death,  and  was  again  crowned  at  Pavia  *•     Lewis,  the 
Lorrain     ^^^  ^f  Bo/on,  king  of  Jrles,  pafiTed  the  A/ps  with  an  arimy, 
f^Y''^;»|'   ^^^  ^^^^  ,^^  gj,|^  ^.j^jj  j-y^j^  fuccefs,  that  he  procured  himfelf 
'^'      to  be  crowned  emperor  at  Rome;  but,  in  the  ihort  fpace  of 
foiir  years,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  Berenger,  who  put  out 
bis  eyes ;   and  he  dying  not  long  after,  the  regal  title  was 
loft  in  his  family,  Hitgo,  count  of  ArleSj  affuming  the  title 
of  king.     Berengery  paftiing  this  good  fortune,  compelled 
pope  John  I}C.  to  crpwn  him  emperor,  though  he  had  great 
oppofition  given  him  by  Lambert,  the  fon  of  Cay,   duke  of 
S^ctOy  who,  for  «i  time,  bore  the  title  of  emperor,  and 

»  GuLiELM.  G^EMETicENs.  Chfomqucs  dcs  Docs  deNonp|n« 
die,  T^  JrAVCiijT.  Du'iiLLfT,  Lj^  Gcnciie.  •  »  An- 
Hill,  Mctenl'Ps, 
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who,  »  feme  writers  fay,  had  been  aMb  tt-(5wned  Wftg  of 
France  at  l^ngres  ^.  But,  in  the  ead,  the  death  of  Lavi- 
bert  left  him  without  a  rival,  tmd  Bersnger  had  the  fatisfac* 
tion  of  bearing  the  lofty  titles  of  emperor  and  king  of  Italy ^ 
being,  as  we  obfcrved,  defcended  by  a  femlile  from  Charier 
inagftfy  and  the  laft  of  hh  biood  who  enjoyed  fovercign  au-* 
thority  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Jlps,  On  the  other  hand,  the 
rery  year  that  Charles  erefted  the  new  dutchy  of  Normandy ^ 
lewis y  king  of  xhtCermttits^  Remans^  and  people  of  Lorrain; 
breathed  his  lall,  and  in  him  ended  the  male  lineof  ^'ii&tfrfc- 
ma^e  in  Germany.  Upon  which  the  great  lords  of  that 
country  eiefted  Conrade,  duke  of  Franconia*  But  the  people 
of  Lorrairiy  more  inclined  to  the  French  government,  or  have- 
jng  ftill  an  high  vetieration  for  the  Carkfvingian  race,  refolved 
to  call  in  the  only  furvhring  prince,  and  to  place  their  crown 
once  more  on  the  head  of  Charles  the  Simple  %  who  by  this 
'acquifition  was,  in  fomc  meafure,  indemnified  for  the  ceffion 
be  had  been  forced  to  make  of  Normdndy,  His  conduft  foon 
after  fufficiently  acquainted  the  world,  how  much  eafier  it 
is  to  acquire  kingdoms  than  to  preferve  them  \  more  efpeci^ 
ally  when  countries  are  cantoned  amongft  a  powerful  nobi- 
lity, as  was  the  cafe  at  this  time  in  Lorrain^  as  well  as 
France,  . 

.  Charles,    if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  bulk  of  the  Charles 
Trench  hiftorians,  had  no  great  abilities  as  a  politician,  much  de'vol'vei 
Icfs  was  he  capable  of  managing  aflkird  in  fo  perplexed  a  ^H  his 
fituation  as  they  then  flood :  but  he  feems  to  have  been  fen-  /<?w/r  on 
fible  of  this,  and  of 'fomething  more,  which  was,  that  \\q^^'  f^' 
ran  a  greater  hazard  in  trufting  any  of  his  nobility,  than  in  'F?"'"'^^ 
relying  on  his  own  parts,  flender  as  they  were.     It  gave     ^S^^^^ 
him  therefore  vaft  fatisfaftion,  when  he  foundone  Haganon,  i^^^^^l 
a  gendeman  not  diftinguiflied  either  by  birth  or  fortune,  upon  nobiUtu 
whom  he  could  reft  the  weight  of  his  affairs;  and  who, 
tho'  in  other  refpefts  he  might  be  deficient,  pofleflcd  two 
qualities  that  were  truly  valuable,  fidelity  and  penetration  *• 
Charleiy  who  was  an  honeft  and  good  man,  had  fuch  an' 
afFeftion  for  this  minifter,  that  he  was  hardly  ever  out  of 
his  company,  and  did  not  keep  even  the  neceffary  appearance* 
for  the  grandees  •*.     An  inftance  will  explain  this  clearly. 
Charles  being  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Henry ,  duke  of  Saxony ,  af* 
tcrwards  king  of  Germany^  came  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  him, 
and  for  four  days  fucceffively  miflcd  of  an  audience,  recdv- 

^  Du  Chesne,  torn.  ii.  p.  58^.  »  Contin.  Recinon. 
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Ing  c6tititaally  the  fame  anAver,   '<  The  king  is  bofy  vith 

**  Haganon^*'  which  fo  much  provoked  him,  that  he  took  to 

leave,  with  this  obfervatioa;  ^<  I  make  no  doubt  but,  iualit- 

**  tie  time,  one  of  thefe  two  things  will  happen,  either  Eor 

</  gantm  will  feat  himfeif  on  the  fame  throne  with  Chark,  I 

'*  or  Charles  will  become  a  private  gentleman  like  Haganm:" 

The  king  being  informed  of  this,  was  forced  to  fend  Hervi^ 

archbi(hop  of  Rheims,  to  intreat  the  duke  to  return,  and  to 

endeavour,  when  he  d^d  return,  to  ei{ace,  by  his  carefles, 

the  bad  tScGts  of  his  indifcretion,  which  Henry,  who  was 

truly  a  great  prince,  eafily  overlooked.     But,  when  verified 

by  the  event,  this  fhrewd  prediflion  was  univerfaliy  remem- 

bred  «. 

7benoli'       AMONGST  the  great  lords,  of  whom  the  king  aod  liis 

lity  of      minifter  were  moft  jealous,  were  the  two  Roberts^  dukes  of 

France      Normandy  and  France.     The  former  was   his  fon-in-hw, 

forma  n-  ^^^ j^^j never  confummatcd his  marriage ;  and,  by  the ad?ice 

folution  of  ^{  fi^g^j^Qy^^  h6  fent  two  gentlemen  to  his  court  to  have  an  ejc 

Charles    ^^  ^^^  proceedings.     Thefe  the  duchefs  for  a  long  time  con- 

which  is    cealcd;  but  at  length  they  were  difcovered,  and  the  duke, 

acuoidedby  without  any  ceremony,  hanged  them  as  fpies,  which  pro- 

a  treaty,    voked  Charles  fo  much,  that  they  were  on  the  p<Mflt  of 

coming  to  a  rupture  ^.     The  other  duke  Robert^  out  of 

pure  friendfliip,   as  he  would  have   it  undeirftood,  begaa 

hoftilities  firft,  and  aAed  without  fcruple  againll  Ckark^ 

fending  envoys  to  the  dv^coi  Normandy  to  exprefs  his  zeal; 

for  which  the  Norman  teAifying  much  gratitude,  they  went 

fomewhat  farther,  and  acquainted  him,  that  their  mafter  had 

great  connexions  with  the  French  nobility,  and  doubted  cor, 

with  his  and  their  aflldance,  to  depofe  Charles^  and  to  feat 

himfeif  upon  the  throne,  which  his  brother  Eudes  had  fo' 

merly  occupied.     To  this  propofition  they  received  a  vcrj 

unexpefted  anfwcr.    The  duke  of  Normandy  told  them,  that 

the  views  of  their  mailer  were  extravagant,  and  that  he  vas 

equally  incapable  of  fuiFering  or  afTiAing  injuflice  j  which 

calmed  the  inteftine  troubles  of  the  kingdom  for  fometime'. 

But  duke  Robert,  having  ftill  the  fame  object  in  view,  and 

the  duke  of  Normandy  being  dead,  he  took  advantage  of  ao 

aflembly  of  th^  nobility  held  at  SoiJ/itjs,  and  engaged  the 

major  part  of  thofe  who  were  prefent,  not  only  to  expo^'^' 

late  with  Charles  on  the  indignity  offered  to  them,  byre- 

pofing  fuch  entire  confidence  in  his  miuiller,  but  alfo  togiJ'fi 

•:  Fragmentum  GaHici  Scriptoris  cxCoi^rado  AbbatcUr(p«f' 
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him  to  underftand  that  they  looked  upon  him  as  unworthy  to 
be  their  king,  and  that  they  meant  to  con(]<der  him  no  longer 
in  that  light.  After  this  they  retired ;  but,  through  the 
interpofition  of  the  archbiftiop  of  RheimSy  and  count  Hugo, 
a  kind  of  treaty  of  pacification  was  concluded  for  ^  year,  ia 
confequenee  of  which  Haganon  was  difcardcd,''  at  leaft  in  ap- 
pearance, and  fome  of  the  malecontent  lords  repaired  again 
to  court  ^.  However,  this  infincere  compromife  did  not  lafk 
long,  as  anfwering  the  intentions  of  neither  party, 

Richard,  duke  of  Burgundy,  a  very  wife  and  very  wor-  AtUngth 
thy  prince,  who  had  always  adhered  to  Charles^  dying,  the  they  ac- 
malecon tents  renewed  their  intrigues ;  upon  which  the  king,  contftU/h 
looking  upon  this  former  agreement  as  void,  recalled  Haga-  their  fro* 
norif   and  heaped  upon  him  new  favours  «.     The  difaffefted/'^  ^^ 
"lords  magnified  this  as  a  direft  breach  of  the  convention,' and 'T'?*^ 
taking  arms,  forced  Laon,  where  all  Haganon^  treafures  ^''^  *®" 
were;  and  having  diftributed  thefe  amongft  their  droops,  r^/^^ 
they  no  longer  kept  any  mcafurcs,  but,  declaring  Charles  to 
be  weak  and  incapable  oi  the  royal  dignity,  proclaimed  Ro- 
ierty  duke  of  France,   carried  him  from  thence  to  Rheims, 
in  a  kind  of  triumph,  and  there  the  archbifliop  Nerve  (et  the 
cr(!)wn  upon  his  head,  on  thelaft  day  of  June,  and  died  thre^ 
'  days  after.      Charles,    in   the  mean  time,    coUcfted  what 
ftrength  he  could,  in  order  to  defend  his  crown,  and  reduce 
hrs*  enemies,  amongft  whom  was  Gilbert,  whom  he  had  made 
duke  of  Lorrain,  though  moft  of  the  lords  in  that  country 
ftiU  adhered  to  his  intereft  •*.     The  duke  of  Aquitaine,  and 
the  lords  in  that  country  were  for  Charles ;  but  Rodolph,  the  A.Cg^a* 
new  duke  of  Burgundy,  having  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  king 
Robert,  abetted  his  party  with  great  zeal.     Herbert,  count 
of  Vermandois,   who  was  a  man  of  parts  and  power,  de- 
fcended  by  the  male  line,  from  Charlemagne^  and  who  had 
always  boafted  his  loyalty  to  Charles,  defer  ted  him  to  join 
Robert,  who,  that  he  might  leave  the  unfortunate  monarch 
no  refource,  went  in  pcrfon  to  confer  with  Henry,  king  of 
Germany ;  and  having  detached  him  from  the  interefts  ot  his 
competitor,  returned,  with  a  full  perfuafion,  that  he  fliould 
quickly  oblige  Charles  to  abandon  the  kingdom,   or,  lik^ 
Charles  the  Grofs,  to  accept  of  a  precarious  fubfiftence,  and 
lead  for  the  future  a  private  life ;  the  only  thing  wanting  to 
his  own  eftablifhment  K 

'  Flodoardi  Chronicon.  Ademari  Chronicon  Append. 
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Charles  .  In  order  to  execate  this  plan,  he  aflembled  «n  army  under 
charging  the  walU  of  SoiJJinSy  and  havhig  the  principal  part  of  his 
the  forces  Jofds  about  him,  confulted  with  them  how  thefe  purpofe$ 
of  his  com-  might  be  fooneft  effecled.  In  the  mean  time  Charfes^  havc- 
fetttor  jj^g  jj.]jj  ^  gQQ^  j^Q^y  ()f  troops,  but  peraeiving  plainly  that 
^^T'k'l'  ^*^  ^^^^^  "^t  provide  long  lor  their  fubiiftence, '  refolved  td 
'him  Gfiihe  ^^^^^  ^  fuddcn  and  defp^siatc  effort,  and  pafling  the  rirer 
r  f^  Aiftie  unexpcftedly,  furprized  Robert  and  his  adherents,  at 

they  were  going  to  dinner  ^^  That  prince,  who  was  natu- 
rally brave,  immediately  mounted  and,  put  his  troops  in  the 
beft  order  he  could ;  but  while  he  encouraged  them  to  do 
their  duty,  and  carried  his  own  ftandard  in  his  hand,  Charles^ 
who  was  ia  the  firll  ranks  of  his  own  troops,  engaged  him, 
and  bore  him  to  the  ground  with  his  lance,  where  he  was  pre- 
fently  killed  ;  yet  his  fon  Hugo,  and  Herbert^  count  aiVer- 
Ttmndoiiy  not  only  reflored  the  battle,  but,  in  the  end,  beat 
the  king's  army,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  his  baggage^ 
which  left  them  at  liberty  to  confult  how  they  might  beft 
profccute  their  affiiirs,  and  of  whom  they  fliould  make  choice 
to  fupply  the  place  of  their  late  king  l,  the  conftitution 
being  now  fo  totally  fubverted,  that  the  nobility  were  be- 
come hereditary,  and  the  crown  eleftivc.  This  aAion  hap- 
^  ^  pened  on  the  1 5th  of  June ;  and  fome  fay  the  fhortnefs  of 
'^  ^'  his  reign,  others  his  not  being  univerfally  owned,  presented 
the  name  of  Robert  from  being  taken  into  the  lift  of  French 
kings.  The  competitors  for  the  fucceffion  were  HtfgOy  dcks 
,  cf  France^  th^  (on  of  Robert ^  hy  tht  fitker  of  Herbert,  count 
d  Vermandois  \  Herbert  hXm\t\i  *,  and  Rodolph,  duke  of  ^«r- 
gundy,  who  had  efpoufed  Emma,  the  daughter  of  duke 
Robert,  and  the  (\iktr  oi  Hugo,  The  nobility  in  general, 
though  they  admired  the  courage  and  thCiCapatity  of  i^^fr^^r^, 
dctefted  his  ingratitude.  Hugo  feeing  the  dilpute  lay  be- 
tween him  and  Rodolph,  left  it  to  the  choice  of  his  fiftcr,  . 
\  who,  defirous  of  being  a  queen,  declared  for  her  hufbandy 
and  Hugo,  as  he  had  promifed,  procured  him  to  beekifled  j 
and  accordingly  the  crown  was  fet  upon  h^s  head  at  Sotffbns^ 
on  the  13th  of  July  m,  The  few  lords  that  ftill  adhered  to 
Charles,  either  pieafed  with  the  choice  of  this  prince  for  the 
fake  of  novelty,  or  through  fear  of  being  defpoiled  of  thcif 
cftates,  began  to  drop  away :  fo  that,  in  a  ftiort  time,  ht 
was  as  much  abandoned  aa  Charles  the  Gr^fs^  his  unfortunati 
coufin,  and  the  viftim  of  other  mens  ambition. 

/         ^  Flodoarbi  Chronicon.        '  Aimok.  Hift,  lib.  r.     Ade- 
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In  this  fituatiOD,  as  weak  as  his  enemies  rcprefent  hitn,  Rodolph, 
he  did  not  fink  into  defpair ;  on  the  contrary,  he  endeavonrec}  duke  of 
ioretire  to  IVilliamy  duke  of  Normandy ^  who,  like  his  father,  Burgirti- 
knew  no  king  but  him  who  gave  hitn  his  duchy;  in  which,' ^y»  /*^- 
tlirough  the  vigilance  of  Rodolph  and  his  party,  he  was  dif-  f^*^'  ^°' 
appointed,  which  brought  him  fq  low,  ^that  he  was  obliged  ^^"  f    . 
ta  apply  hitnfelf  to  Henry ^  king  of  Germany,  and   to  offer  ^  f 

to  quit  in  his  favbur  the  claims  he  had  on  the  kingdom  of  ^^  ^•^. 
hrraijiy  provided  he  would  grant  hrm  his  affiftance  ".     'Hen-  frijomd. 
ry,  confidering  how  much   he  was  to  be  the  gainer^  and 
how  honourable  th€  enterprize  was  in  itfelf,  determined  to 
nndertake  it,  and  began  to  raife  an  army  for  this  purpofe* 
King  Rodolph  began  in  his  turti  to  feel  great  apprehenConSj^ 
well  knowing  that  the  dukes  of  Normandy  and  Jquit^fw 
dilapproved  his  eleftion  ^,    Out  of  ti^.is  perplexity  he  Wraai ' 
ddirered  by  Herherty  count  of  Vermandms^  wiio,  dreading 
tke  reftitutioni  oi  Charles y  fcnt  deputies  to' implore  his  cle* 
mcacy,  to  affiire  hrm  of  his  fidelity,  and  to  defire  that  h^e 
would  march  fuch  forces  as  he  had  about  hkn  into  his  coun-' 
try,  tfcat  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  defend  it  againft  thelir 
common  enemies.    -Charles  was  the  more  eafily  deceived  by 
ihcfe  deputies,  becaufe  they  were  fir(l  deceived  therafelvcs,. 
and  re^Uy  believed  the  count  to  be  ia  ^rneft.     He  mardaed 
ijierefore  into  VermandaiSf  with  a  faaniiful.  of  troops,  fftdt- 
W  received  by  count  H^xbent  with,  all  poffibk  teftimoaie© 
tf  the  mofi  profound  ceipofl.     At  firil,  bowisver,  the  kinjg> 
aflcd  with  fomc  pfecaurioc  ;  but  b^ing  at  lengtli  perfeaded-        • 
to  enter  the  fortrefs  of  Chateau-Thierri,  Herbert ^  the  Ttvy 
feme  night,  caufed  him  to  be  feized  in  his  bed,  and  then' 
fent  one  of  his  adherents  to  comf)liment  Ro^^lhh  on  his  have- 
ing  nothing  to  fear^  fince  Charles  was  ^  priioner  for  life  P. 
.The  queen  of  this  unfortunate  monar<j)j,f  whofe  name  wa^, 
Jpffz/j,  fled  with  her  fofl  Lews  to  tt^aPUrt  of  her  brotli€«i 
*^ England.'    Rodffipb,  Wing  now.  leiiiire, . turned  Jbis  armd^ 
^m&lfTlIiam^  duk^  of  Jquitainfr  udio. perceiving  that  he^ 
had  noafliftance  to  expeft,  thought  it  expedient  to  make? 
the  beft  terms  he  could  for  hinrfelf ;  and-  in  order  to  this,  \ 
did  homage  to  Rodolph;  but  it  is  certain  he  did  this  to  a 
conqueror,  and  not  to  a  king,  fubmjttiijg  only  becaufe  he'j^^jj  g^*^ 
found  himfelf  unable  to  refill  **  (A).    This  war  was  fc^rcer 

€ndcd> 
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ended,  before  Rodolph  found  himfelf  embarked  in  aaother 
againft  the  Normans ;  by  which  weare  not  to  underAand  the 
fubjefts  of  duke  IVdliamy  but  a  new  fwarm  of  thefe  pluQcfer- 
ers  from  the  north,  commanded  by  one  RaineU,  who  fdi 
into  Burgundy^  and  wafled  it  with  fire  and  fword^  Tbs 
king  managed  this  war  but  with  indifferent  fuccefs;  aod  af- 
ter lying  fpmetime  before  their  intrenchments,  wascooteot 
to  let  them  make  their  efcape  %     In  this  ftate  of  things,  th 

'  Flodoaudi  Chronicon.    Dupleiz»    P.  Daniel. 


were  all  the  nobility  in  the  ad- 
jacent countries,  chiefly  on  ac- 
count of  the  lenity  of  chofe 
princesy  who  left  them  in  a 
kind  of  independency,  and  ex« 
ped^ed  nothing  from  them  bs* 
beyond  the  ordinary  compli- 
ment of  homage,  and  dating 
their  charters  according  to  the 
years  of  their  reigns,  in  which 
diey  were,  as  we  fhall  fee,  very 
corred.  Wc  muft  obferve,  that 
the  very  title  of  duke  of  Aqui- 
taine  was  derived  from  the  fa- 
vour of  this  kin?!  the  proper 
title  of  this  nobleman  being 
count  of  Awvergnif  which,  in 
all  probability,  might  be  a  gOi. 
yernment  ere£ied  by  Cbarie^ 
magne,  or  Lenvis  the  DebovHaire, 
which,  according  to  the  cudom . 
of  that  time,  was  become  here- 
ditary in  this  family :  but  there 
were  many  counts  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, not  at  all  inferior  to 
him  in  birth  and>  fortune,  till 
Ike  was  honoured  with  thu  title, 
of  duke  of  JquitoiMe,  which 
implied  nearly  the  fame  thing 
with  the  king's  lieutenant,  and 
in  virti^e  of  which  he  became 
their  fttperior;  and  therefore 
his  own  dignity y^  being  in  a 
great  meafure  dependent  on 
the  prince  who  bellowed  it, ' 
bound  him  ftri£lly  to  CbarJfs,^ 
arid  rendered  him  very  unwil- 
ipg  to  fubmit  to  his  competitor* 
](low  far  he  did  this,  and  ivL 


what  way  the  gentry  io  theli) 
parts,  following  the  exampk 
of  their  lord,  evaded  acbow- 
leging  this  prince,  othcrwife 
than  as  a  conqueror,  appears 
from  a  charter  lUll  preferrd, 
which  is  thus  dated ;  *  Dm 

*  the  fifth  before  the  ides  d 

*  O^ober^  in  the  fourth  y«« 
'  fince   king   Charles  was  dfr 

*  graded   by  the   Frencbt  ani 

*  Rodolph  eleSed  contrary  to  the 
'laws.'  Other  inllances  of  tic 
fame  nature  might  be  pfo. 
duced,  and  particularly  tiiewil 
of  this  duke's  faccefibr,  which^ 
dat^  in  the  fame  manner,  btf 
a  year  later.  He  was  the  m^ 
phew  of  IVilliam^  and,  upon  I»» 
demife,  the  tide  came  to  Airnvt 
count  of  Pointers,  wholikewifc 
inherited  the  county  of  i»- 
'vergne.  Wc  fliall  fee  in  tic 
text  that  king  Lotbairey  the 
grandfon  of  Charia  the  Siafkt 
deprived  this  family  of  tke 
ducal  title,  in  order  to  trassiiEr 
it  to  ftgfc  tbe  fTbitet  who  w» 
duke  of  France  and  oiBwtfff' 
dy  before.  We  may  likciifc 
collect  /rom  hence,  the  true 
reafon  why  the  tide  of  djfc 
funk  in  efteem,  which  was  nj 
other  than  this,  that  it  implica 
a  dependeuce,  and  that  tbif 
held  it  from  another;  whereas- 
they  looked  upon  their  coiia- 
tie9  a9  their  own* 
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ffonaans  fettled  in  France  broke  oat  into  hoftUides,  on  ac- 
:ouot  of  fome  injuries  they  had  received ;  and  while  Rodolpb 
M^as  employed  ia  raifmg  an  army  to  bring  them  to  reafon^ 
lie  great  lords  of  Lorrain  revolted,  and  fubmitted  themfelves 
:o  the  king  of  Germany  y  which  tho'  Rodolph  could  not  pofli- 
)ly  help,  and  in  his  prefentcircumflances  was  as  little  able  to 
*rfent,  yet  it  leflenefl  his  reputation.  For  the  nobility  of 
f ranee  were  equally  jealous  of  the  power  of  their  kings,  and 
eady  to  defpife  them  if  they  wanted  power ;  and,  on  the 
)ther  hand,  the  lords  of  Lorrain  expedited  to  be  better  gra- 
ified  foy  the  German  monarch  for  bringing  him  a  kingdom, 
:han  they  could  be  by  Rodolph  for  preferving  it;  in  which 
htj  were  chiefly  governed  by  duke  Gilbert,  who  was  very 
nearly  allied  to  the  German,  though  he  owed  his  great  pre- 
ferments to  Charles,  againft  whom  he  was  one  of  the  firil 
that  revolted  *.  » 

\  A  BODY  of  Normans  having  made  an  irruption  into  the  Herbert, 
:ounty  of  j^rtois,  Rodolph  marched  againft  them  with  his  ^°^t  of 
forces  ;  and  as  he  approached  them  on  one  fide,  Herbert,  Verman- 
coQnt  ofVennandois,  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  his  eftates,  ^^"»  ^^  * 
advanced  on  the  other,  and,  by  this  means,  the  Normans  ^r\ 
foand  themfelves  befieged  in  their  camp ;  but  as  they  had     j       * 
been  always  famous  for  defending  intrenchments  with  the  |f^  ^^1^ 
atmoft  intrepidity,  the  king  delayed  the  attack,  in  hopes  oifi^uerehn. 
Receiving  fome  propofitions  from  theni.     But  the  Normans 
goitting  their  camp  in  a  dark  night,  attacked  that  of  the 
feng,  forced  it,  and  had  infallibly  deftroyed  both  him  and 
his  army,  if  the  count  of  Vermandois  had  not  come  to  his 
reliefl    As  it  was,  the  king  was  wounded,  the  officer  who 
Sammanded  under  him  killed,  and,  his .  forces  fo  roughly 
treated,  that  he  was  forced  to  retire  with  them  to  Laon,  and 
leave  the  Normans  to  live  at  difcretion,  till,  by  the  payment 
of  a  fum  of  money,  he  procured  their-  retreat  '.     He  was 
chiefly  induced  to  this,  that  he  might  hunible  William,  duke 
oi  Jquitaine,  whom. he  ftiil  regarded  as  his  moft  formidable 
coemy.    But  when  he  was  ready  to  pais  the  Loire  with  a 
Bumerous  army,  or,   as  fome  hiftorians  fay,   had  afl:ually 
pafled  it,  he  was  conftrained  to  return,  in  order  to  repel  the 
Hungarians,  a  moft  barbarous  people,    as  fome  authors, 
particularly  Mezeray,   aflert,  who  had  penetrated  through 
ifirraw  to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions  ^     The  prefence  - 

of  the  king,  fay  fome,  reftored  peace,  and  engaged  thefe; 
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A.D.926  tefriHe  cfnemics  to  retire ;  but  otjiers  infinuate,  that  phtjiter 
being  their  aim,  they  were  induced  to  retire  by  recdvmg  a 
large  fuiri  of  money.     A  domeftic  misfortune  followed  next: 
the  count  of  Laon  dying,  Herbert ^  who  had  ferved  the  king 
fo  much,  and  whofe  fervices  had  been  fo  well  paid,  demand- 
ed that  place,  which  lay  conveniently  for  him,  thongh^ 
deceafed  count   had  left  feveral  children  ;  which  favoiiir  the 
king  refufing  to  'grant,  Herbert   turned  his  eyes  upon  ki 
royal  prifonef,  and  brought  Charles  again  upon  the  h^ 
with  all  the  honours  due  to  a  great  prince  ''. 
The  death       Hu  GO,  duke  of  the  country  between  the  Seine  and  hnrt^ 
of  that  un-  ftiled  commonjy  duke  oiFrance^  or  of  the  French  ^  had  latdj 
fortunate   married  Ethelinda,  the  daughter  of  king  Edward,  and  tfc 
prince  ««*  fifter  of  C/^^r/^j's  confort,  and  therefore  he  entered  feadJf 
/     J    b  *^^^^  Herbert's  meafiires.     The  next  point  was  to  engage  tie 
•^y^''^^ /^|y    duke  of  iVi?;^^«^  to  concur  with  them;  and,  in  order » 
the  count    ^^^^>  ^^^^  ^'^^  ^^  interview,  in  which  they  concluded,  M, 
ofVcr^     ^  marriage  between  Let  garde,  the  count's  daughter,  andtti 
luandois.  duke,  and  afterwatds  a  treaty,  by  which  they  engaged  tofa 
Charles  once  more  upon  the  throne  of  France  .•  and,  as  a  fr 
.  ther  proof  of  his  fincerity,  the  duke,  in  another  conferencs 
^  held  at  Eu,  treated  Charles  with  great  magnificence,  and  did 
homage  to  him  for  his  dominions  *.     This  turn  was  fo  bq* 
.    expedted,  and  their  prty  was  become  fo  formidable,  that 
king  Rodolph,  leaving  Emma  his  confort  in  Laon.  went  iBto 
Burgundy  to  raife  an  army,  with  which  he  quickly  took  ritf 
field,  as  the  confederates  likewife  did ;  but  duke  Hugo,  doute* 
ing  the  iffiie  of  the  war,  negotiated  a  treaty  between  kii§ ; 
Rodolph  and  the  count  of  Vermandois,  by  which  he  was  gn« : 
tified  in  refp^ft  to  the  county  oi  Laon,  orders  being  Tent  bj 
king  Rodolph  to  his  confort  to  deliver  it  immediately,  with 
which,  out  of  a  fpirit  of  womanifti  obftinacy,  fherefafedto 
Comply.     This  rendered  the  reconciliation  more  difficult;  for 
Henry,  \iingoi  Germany y  and  li^lliam,  duke  of  Normatiftfy 
infifted  that  ^'^^r/^fj  fhould  bereftorcd;  and  pope  ^ff^«  IX. 
threatened  the  count  of  Vermandois  with  excommunicadoa 
if  he  did  not  comply  with  his  engagements ;    befides,  he- 
had  given  his  fon  over  as  a  hoftage  to  the  duke  of  Nornuin^f 
and  was  therefore  obliged  to  fave  appearances.     With  tte 
92^.      view  he  called  an  ajGTembly.of  prelates  and  great  lords,  ia 
whofe  prefence  he  did  homage,   for  all  his  cftates,  to  kinf 
Charles  r,  by  which  he  procured  his  fon's  liberty ;  and,  ua- 1 
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derfiamliag  the  pope  was  dead,  he  fummoned  king  Rodolph 
to  make  good  his  treaty ;  and  the  king,  having  gained  Henry 
the  German,  caufed  the  county  of  Laon  to  be  delivered  up  to 
Herbert t  fo  that  Charles  was  once  more  abandoned;  and 
Herbert  having  done  homage  to  his  competitor,  fhut  him  up 
again  in  prifon;  upon  which  the  qtieen  Egiva,  who  with 
her  fon  had  returned  into  France^  withdrew  again,  by  the 
advice  of  the  dufce  of  Normandy,  liitb  England  ^.  But  Ro' 
dolpb,  having  no  great  confidence  iil  ode  who  had  fo  often 
deceived  him,  made  a  tour  to  Rheims,  and  defired  that  the 
count  (rf  t^ermandois  would  bring  Charles  thither,  which  he 
did ;  and  Rodolph  received  him  with  great  rbfpeft,  and  made 
him  very  rich  prefents,  as  all  thei  liobility  and  prelates  alfo 
did,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fettled  a  competent  allowance 
for  his  maintenance ;  which,  howevet",  he  did  not  long  ^^n-  *  j^ 
joy,  finee  he  died  in  the  caftle  of  Peronne  on  the  pth  of  OSfo-^  '  '^^'* 
ber  following,  in  the  51ft  yeir  of  his  age,  leaving  his  com- 
t)etitor  in  the  qui^t  pofleffion  of  his  dominions  a  (B). 

This  event  produced  a  great  alteration  in  the  face  of  A!/>f  Ro- 
ifFairs^    Rodolph,  finding  himfelf  more  at  liberty,  refolved^o^P^^^^ 
fo  live  and  aft  like  a  king :  he  purfued  the  Norindns  of  th^'^\^\sr''^* 
hire,  fo  called  to  diftinguifli  them  from  thofe  of  the  Seine,Jf'nf'  ^^ 
now  become  a  flourlihing  and  fixed  people,  till  he  had  com-  ^  ^" 
pcllcd  them  either  to  quit  the  kingdom,  c>r  to  betake  them-  ^^^^/^/^ 
fdves  to  fome  fettled  habitation.     Iii  like  manner  he  vifitedj-^^^^/^^^ 
the  froi^ders,  compelled  feveral  lords,  who  had  hitherto  been  o/Ftsinte. 
fabjcft  to  the  kings  of  Provence,  to  do  him  homage,   con- 
ftrained  the  duke  of  Gafcony  to  follow  their  example,  and 
moil  of  the  lords  of  Languedoc,  sind  the  countries  adjacent ; 
Ivho  having  enjoyed  independency  fo  long,  Were  very  unwil- 
ling to  ftoop  to  the  yoke.    He  repelled  likewife  the  Hungd- 

*  AtiioN.    DuPLBiz.    Pa  Daniew  *  Glab.  Hifttf 

fui  temp. 

(B)   We  have  no'  mention  fts  tkc  Freneif  writers  call  her, 

tozide  iii  any   of  the  ancient  Ofin/et  or  Ogine,  the  daughter 

kiftorians  of  the  firft  wife  of  of  Edward,  furnamcd  the  El- 

Cbarlit  the  Simple^   by  whom  def\  and  the  grand-daughter  of 

k  became  the  father  of  Gi/ele,  Alfndthe  Great,  by  whom  he 

who  elpoufed  Robert,  or  Rolh,  had  his  only  fon  Lewis  j  after 

^akeofiVomtunr^.    His  fecond  his  deceafe  (he  efpoufed,  as  we 

iconfort  was  Frederutie,  fifter  to  fhall  fee  in  the  text,  Herbert, 

^Beuves,  bilhop  of  ChaUns,  by  count  of  Troyes^  the  fecond  ion 

^^^TuYitYiiAHermentrudg,  Fre-  of  Herbert^  count  of  Verman- 

f^ne.Hildegarde,  and  Rotrude.  dois,  who  had  fo  long  kept  her 

His  third  queen  was  Egi<va,  or,  hofband  in  prifon. 

Mo^.HJST.Vot.XXin.  R  rians. 
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rians^  or  Bulgarians ^  for  we  find  them  called  by  both  names, 
who  made  a  new  irruption,  and,  in  a  word,  acted  in  all 
refpefts  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  dignity  ^.     In  thefe  expe- 
ditions he  was  affifted  and  fupportea  by  Hugo^  connt  of 
France ;  but  Herbert,  count  of  Vermandois,  looked  wiiEa 
very  evil  eye  on  all  thefe  acquifitions  of  power,  more  cfp^ 
daily  as  he  plainly  faw,  that,  fmce  the  d^th  of  Charh  tk 
Simple^  he  y[as  no  longer  courted  and  gratified  as  in  times  palL 
In  order  to  convince  the  king  of  his  importance,  he  entercj 
into  a  league  with  the  count  oi  Flanders,  to.whomhcgaie 
his  daughter -^Jiii  in  marriage;  with  G^//^<?ri:,  duke  of  Iflrrai^ 
and  Henry,  king  of  Germany,  to  whom  he  did  homage  for 
his  eftates  :  upon  which  a  war  enfued  that  lalled  for  mm 
yea-s  •=.     The  king  did  not  take  part  therein  as  prindpdL 
but  fufFered  his  troops  to  aft  under  the  authority  o[Ei^ 
duke  oi  France,  who  gradually  difpoflefled  the  count  of  mo 
.  of  the  bed  places  he  held,  fugh  as  Eu^  Jmiens,  Saint  ^ 
tin,  Peronne,  Ham,  Arras,  Chatcau-Thierri^  and,  at  leogt 
of  Rheims,  which  he  held  in  the  name  of  his  fon  Hr^ 
whom,  by  fraud  and  violence,  he  had  procured  to  be  ele4 
archbiihop,  when  but  little  more  than,  five  years  of  age 
but  the  king  was  no  fooner  io  poflefliDn  of  that  place,  di 
he  promoted  Jrtaud,  who  was  a  monk  there,  to  be 
biftiop  of  that  fee,   which  hurt  the  count   exceedingly 
Such  were  the  miferies  of  thofe  times,  aijd  foch.the  difon* 
in  church  and  ftatc ! 
The  death      It  has  been  before  obftrved,  that  Herbert  had  great 
mdcha-    rage  and  capacity,  though  very  little  candour;  and,  in 
raBerof   nianagement  of  this  war,  tho'  very  unfuccefsful,  he  fliei 
dTh    V  ^^^^^  firmnefsand  addrefs.     He  had  his  emiflaries  at 
ter  \  ]h{rt  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^*^^^  of  Normandy,  the  duke  of  Aquitaine^ 
andtrou-    duke  of  (^^owj/,  and,  in  a  word,  of  all  the  great  lords  ^ 
hlefom'i      bad  done  homage  to  Rudolph,  who  wer.Q  continually  whifpcT^ 
teign.        ing,   that  their  mafter  was  the  champion  of  the  nobilitjf 
France,  whofc  title  to  their  cftates  liiy  in  their  pofleiCbn,  an 
the  power  to  maintain  that  pofT^/fip^;  fiiice,  if  he  was  one 
fobdued,  they  would  foon  feel  the  power  of  the  viftor,  Wh 
would  not  fail  to  chaAife  and  humble  all  of  them  in  tha 
turns  ^.     By  this  means  he  derived  fecret  fupplies  and  fod 
cours,  which  enabled  him  to  continue  the  war  as  long  asl(| 
did ;  and  he  not  only  exprefled  great  fortitude  in  the  contioB*"' 
ance  of  it,  but  managed  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  kept  uphi# 

il 
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reputation,  both  as  a  great  captain  and  a  confummate  ftatef- 
man ;  {q  that^  on  the  whole,  his  charafter  was  one  of  the 
iBoft  iingular  that  ftands  recorded  in  hiftory,  as  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  he  ivtls  both  detefted  and  efteemed.  At  length 
Rodotph  blocked  him  up  in  Laon,  which  he  furrendered  up- 
bd  terms;  and  then,  beginning  to  feel  himfelf  finking,  and 
gradually  lofing  the  fupports  he  had  hitherto  received,  he 
kttempted,  though  without  eflfeft,  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the 
kJng^.  An  accident  extricated  him  from  this  dilemma. 
*rhe  Btdgarians,  with  a  very  formidable  army,  threatened 
both(7m«tf/iy  and  France.  The  two  kings  had  a  conference, 
kt  which  fome  of  the  great  lords  affifted,  and  amongft  the 
Jieft  Herbert^  count  of  Vermandcis,  Heiiry  took  this  oppor- 
tentty  of  reprefenting  to  Rodolph,  how  injurious  it  was  to  the 
henth  nation  to  wafte  their  forces  in  thefe  inteftine  difputes  t 
tod  having  brought  him  to  think  in  his  way  upon  this 
lead,  a  peace  was  concluded  under  his  mediation,  and  Her- 
bert once  more  did  homage  to  Rodolph  for  all  his  lands, 
the  ifungdrians  w6re  fo  frighted  by  the  league  concluded 
U  this  interview,  that  they  renounced  their  former  defignS, 
tad  made  an  irruption  into  Italy  g.  Hugo,  duke  of  France, 
%ho  was  in  pbffeffion  of  moft  of  the  places  taken  from  Her- 
hf,  was  very  unwilling  to  part  with  them,  and  upon  this 
the  war  broke  out  again :  but  kodolpb^  who  was  not  a  prince 
to  be  trifled  with,  declared  roundly,  that  he  meant  the  trea- 
ty (hould  be  fulfilleci ; .  upon  which  Hugo  fubmitted,  and  the 
bublic  tranquility  was  reftored  ;  his  brother  Bbfon,  who  had 
fcized  the  city  of  Dijon  (fuch  Was  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  in 
thofe  days),  dying  of  vexation  foon  after.  The  king  him- 
felf did  not  furtive  him  long ;  for,  having  ftruggled  with 
difficulty  through  a  dangerous  difttfmper  in  the  autumn,  he 
deceafed  on  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  following  year,  at  A.D.9}6i 
Auxete,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign ;  and  leaving  no 
taie,  the  duchy  of  Burgundy  fell  to  his  brother  Hugh,  {nv- 
named  VA^  Black  **.  All  writers  agree  that  Rodolph  was  one 
rf  the  moft  brave,  generous,  and  prudent  princes,  who  had 
feigned  in  that  country,  and  who  in  better  times  would, 
witnout  queftion,  have  carried  the  honour  of  the  nation  as 
jugh  as  any  of  His  predeceflbrs ;  but  it  was  his  misfortune  to* 
be  cdntinally  involved  in  war,   in  which,  though  he  was 

1     ^  Glab.    Hift;    fuf    Tcmt>.      CokoEMOY.       Chalons. 
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pcrfonally  fortunate,  the  ftate  felt  the  weight  of  every  de- 
feat i  (C). 

An  interregnum  followed  on  the  death  of  Roddph,  b 
which  the  old  intrigues  were  revived.  Hugo  the  White,  fe 
called  to  diffinguifli  him  from  Jfzigo  the  Blacky  duke  of  iar- 
gundy  J  who  had  alfo  the  furname  oi  Grande  from  hispova, 
and  of  L*/^^*^,  ov  Jbboty  from  his  holding  four  or  five  great 
abbies,  in  conjunftion  with  his  duchy  o£  France^  had  a  pow- 
erful intereft,  and  was  belides  the  fon  of  a  king  ^  Bitht 
was  oppofed  by  Herbert^  count  of  VermandoiSy  who,  thoa^ 
he  was  not  able  to  raife  himfelf,  had  yet  influence  enou^ 
to  hinder  Hugo  from  mounting  the  throne^  At  tWs  junc- 
ture, Atheljiariy  king  of  theiT^  Saxons ^  fent ,  ambaffadocs 
to  JViUiamy,  duke  of  Ncrmandy^  to  intreat  him  to  reftore  a 
nobleman  whom  he  had  banifhed  to  his  favour,  and  to  afc 
his  endeavours  that  the  claim  of  his  own,  and  the  duchefscf 
France*^  nephew,  fhould  not  be  over-looked  by  the  grot 
lords  of  France.  UWiam  yielded  to  both  requefts,-  and  ap- 
plied himfelf  vigoroufly  to  Aukc  HugOy  befeeching  him© 
confider  how  honourably  he  might  gratify  his  ambition,  bf 
bellowing  a  crown,  which  he  ought  find  it  very  difficdt  ^ 


^  AiMON,  Hift.  lib.  y.     Mezeray, 
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(C)  Some  writers  have  con- 
founded this  Rodolph^  king  of 
France  and  duke  of  Burgundy ^ 
with  Rodolfby  king  of  Burgundy^ 
who  was  contemporary  widi 
kim,  and  preicnt  at  the  confe- 
rence with  Henry ^  king  of  Ger- 
many, Thit  monarch  Rodo/ph 
made  a  very  great  figure  when 
hp  was  only  duke  of  Burgundy; 
and  out  of  that  country  he  drew 
the  beft  part  of  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
Qoort,  as  well  as  moft  of  the 
troops  that  formed  his  army. 
After  the  death  of  Charles  the 
Simple t  he  remained  in  quiet 
pofTeflion  of  fo  much  of  the 
kingdom  as  had  fubmitted  to 
hhn  s  but  in,  Aquitaine  he  was 
never  owned,  as  appears  by 
their  dating  their  charters  from 
the  death  of  Charles;  adding, 


Chrift  reigm*^ng,  and  the  Vm 
expefted.  Some  writers  (jpea 
of  a  former  wife,  which  h- 
dolph  had  before  he  efpooH 
Emma^  the  filler  of  d«kcftj»; 
bat  by  her  he  had  no  iff«'. 
whereas  by  Emma^  or,  as  fooe 
call  her,  Emina^  he  bad  a  /oj 
whofe  name  was  Lruns,  ^ 
who,  with  his  mother,  W 
before  him,  as  did  alfo  his  bro- 
ther. 5^«,*  who  was  of  tie 
whole  blood;  fo  that. he  w$ 
fucceeded  ki  his  hereditary 
eftates  by  Hugues  le  Ntfirtf  i-fi 
Hugh  the  Biack,  who  was  W 
his  half  brother.  ThisooJ- 
arch  died  at  Juxerrt,  »* 
manner  which  has  been  fofflc- 
times  regarded  as  a  jvdffo^^ 
pedicular!  morho,  but  which ««• 
it  feems,  a  difeafe  not  w»? 
unfrequem  in  thofc  days-  . 
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eize ;  and  HugCy  without  much  delay,  embraced  the  propo- 

il  ^     His  concurrence  removed  all  obflacles,  fo  that  the  no- 

)ility  appointed   a  deputation,  at  the   head  of  which  was 

Villiam  archbifhop  of  Sens^  to  go  over  to  the  court  of  Athel- 

lariy  and  invite  the  dowager  of  Charles  the  Simple,  and  his 

md  her  fon  Lewis y  to  return.    Thefe  deputies  having  done 

lomage  to  the  young  king,  returned  with  him  to  the  court 

)i  France 'y  which  put  an  end  to  the  interregnum,  when  it 

lad  lafted  five  months  °*. 

Lewis   the  fourth,  furnamed  the  Stranger y   in  French  Lewis  is 
yOutremery  that  is,  from  beyond  the  fea,  landed  at  Boulogne,  craivned 
)ut  without  his  mother ;  where  he  was  met  by  Hugo,  duke  ^  Laon, 
)i  France y  and  many  of  ^  the  nobility,  who  condufted  him  to  ^^^foon 
loony  and   there  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation  was  per-  ^/-^^j-f! 
brmed    with   great    folemnity,  on   the  20th  of  June,  ^y  ^^^/ 
drtaudy  archbifhop  of  Rheims,  in  the   prefence  of  twenty  ^y^ij^^j, 
)ther  prelates,  and  moft  of  the  great  lords.     As  the  young  ,„;,>^ 
ting  was.  but  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  and  had  troubles. 
been  bred  up  in  England,  it  was  prefumed  that  he  could  not 
be  fufficiently   acquainted '  with   public    affairs    to    direft 
them  without  affiftance;  and  therefore  it  was  judged  expe- 
iient  to  affign  him  a  tutor;  to  which  high  employment 
HugOy  duke  of  France y  was  unanimoufly  called".     By  his 
idvice  the  young  king  marched  with  an  army  into  Bur^ 
ptndyy  againft  Hugo  the  Black,  the  brother  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  who'  had  feized  the  town  of  Langr^s,  and  fufficiently 
flifcovered  an   inclination    to  render  himfelf  independent, 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  king  the  place  was  abandoned  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  plainly  perceiving  that  he  was  ia 
BO  condition  to  refifl,  fubmitted  to  divide  his  dominions  with 
the  other  Hugo.    The  king,  young  as  he  was,  difliked  this 
meafure  exceedingly,  and  declared  that  he  would  not  aft  by 
the  advice  of  duke  Hugo  any  longer ;  which,  if  we  confider 
hisyouth,  his  obligation  to  him  for  fetting  him  on  the  throne, 
4ad  the  exceffive  power  of  that  potent  duke,  was  a  very  fm- 
gular  and  brilk  attempt^.      Hugo  refigned  with  a  good 
grace,  reconciled  himfelf  immediately  to  Herbert,  count  of 
yertnandoisy  and  put  him  upon  taking  up  arms ;  which  he 
did,  and  foon  after  furprifed  Laon,  tho'  in  the  hands  of 
duke  Hugo,     The  king,  upon  this,  found  it  neceflary  to  ac* 
Commodate  matters  with  his  old  tutor ;    by  which  public 
tranquility  was  reftored.     But  Lewis,  perceiving  that  he  had 

'^  AiMON,  1  b.  V.     Chron.  Breve;^  «  Flodo.  Chron. 
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little  more  than  the  title  of  king,  invitpd  over  hU  mother 
Egiva  ;  and,  having  formed  a  good  party  amongft  the  Jorik, 
refolved  to  emancipate  himfelf,  coft  what  it  would ;  whkb, 
confidering  he  was  fcarce  twenty,  and  had  already  feen  how 
great  both  the  power  and  influence  of  Hugo  was,  muft  cer- 
tainly appear  a  bold,  if  not  a  rafti  undertaking ;  more  efpc- 
cially  if  we  remember  how  flender  a  domain,  ^nd  how  littk 
authority,  this  monarch  really  had  ;  fo  that  it  might  be  traly 
faid,  there  was  in  this  difpute  a  great  title  on  one  fide,  and 
over-grown  power  on  the  other,  the  people  being  fqueezed 
between  both  p. 
J  dan  er"     HxfGo,  duke  of  France^  was,  beyond  all  controverfy,  one 
9US  ci^il "  ^f  ^^^  ?ih\tA  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  greateft  lords,  m 
wtfr,         France  :  he  recalled  the  king  out  of»policy,  and  very  poiBbly 
ivbUHf      might  have  no  intention  to  depofe  him  :  but  however  he  let 
'  continues    no  opportunity  flip,  either  of  curtailing  that  prince's  power, 
federal      or  of  augmenting  his  own.     It  was  with  this  view  that  he 
yean  thro"  entered  into  a  league  with  the  duke  of  NTmandy,   the  count 
nure  tuft   ^f  Vermandois^  the  count  of  Flanders^  and  other  great  lords, 
ojf^vwer,  while  Lewis  likewife  formed  a  league  of  fuch  as  were  wdl- 
afFefted  to  him,  or  were  jealous  of  the  power  of  duke  Hugi. 
The  chief  of  thefe  was  Hugo  the  Blacky  duke  of  Burgurdy^ 
Artaud^  archbifhop  of  RheimSy  the  count  of  Poitiers^  aod 
one  or  two  more.     Soon  after,  Gilbert,  duke   of  L<^T/nn^ 
quitted  the  malecontents  ;  and  detaching  himfelf  from  Otto, 
king  of  Germany,  whofe  lifter  he  had  married,  called  in  the 
French  monarch,  who  penetrated  with  his  army  as  far  as  the 
Rhine;  but  Hugo,  duke  of  France,  forefeeing  that,  if  the, 
king  remained  in  quiet  pofleiEon  of  Lorrain,  it  ^puld  aScxi 
him  a  great  acceffion  of  power,  made  fuch  a  diverfion  as 
obliged  the  king  to  leave  his  new  conquefts  ^.     Soon  after, 
Gilbert,  duke  of  Lorrain,  being  beaten  by  the  Germans,  fell 
into  a  river  in  his  flight,  and  was  drowned ;  upon  which,  ia 
a  convenient  fpace,  .Lewis  efpoufed  his  widow  Gerberg,  the 
fitter  of  Otho,  king  of  Germany,  tho*  Khe  had  already  two 
children.     The  confederates,  after  amufing  the  king  with  a 
vain  negotiation,  attacked  Rheims ;   and,  having   taken  it, 
replaced  Hugo,  fon  to   the  count  de  Vermandois,  aad  gave 
archbifhop  Jrtattd {ome  abbies  by  way  of  equivalent.    lE^iog 
encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  they  next  laid  fiege  to  Laon,  a  city 
ilrong  and  well  fortified,  where  the  king  kept  his  court,  and 
indeed  almoft  the  only  place  that  belonged  to  him.     Lev^is, 
being  well  afliired  the  place  would  make  a  good  defence, 
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^ivent  iato  Burgundy  to  raife  an  army,  with  which  he  catac 
time  enough  to  fave  it ;  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  after- 
wards beaten  by  them  in  battle,  from  whence  he  had  much 
ado  to  efcape ;  and  retiring  to  prince  CharUs  Conftantme  in 
Dauphinyy  who  was  defcended  from  the  kings  of  Provence, 
he  received  him  with  great  refpeft,  and  promifed  him  all  the 
aifiAance  in  his  power  \  In  the  mean  time  the  king  applied 
to  Stephen  the  eighth,  who  fent  a  l^ate  into  the  kingdom, 
•with  letters,  requiring  the  great  lords  to  fnbmit  themfelvcs  A.D.942;^ 
to  the  king,'  and  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  with  which  the 
kingdom  wasdiftrafted.  Otho^  king  of  Germany ,  confented 
to  a  truce  for  two  months,  and,  under  the  mediation  of  Wil- 
tiam  duke  of  Normandy,  a  peace  was  concluded;  by  which  an 
end  was  put  to  this  civil  war  »• 

The  tranquillity  of  France  was  not  of  any  long  continu-  The  kini 
ance ;   for  the  author  of  it,  Wiiiiam  duke  of  Normandy  j  being  ^«^«- 
bafely  aflaflinated,  by  the  procurement  of  Jrnold^  count  oi'^oursto 
Flanders  J  and  Herbert  y  count  of  VermandoiSy  dying  about /^''^'^^ 

*  the  fame   time,  things  wore  quite  a   new  face.     Lewis  had  » ^"^^ 

•  very  juft  reafon  to  diflike  that  family,  and  this  led  him  to  Norman- 
think  of  defpoiling  them  ;  but  befides,  the  children  of  the  dy  of  his 
deceafed  count  being  very  formidable,  and  living  in  ftrift  ^wVm*. 
union  with  each  other,  they  were  protefted  by  Hugo,  duke  of  ons. 
France,  with  whom  the  king  would  not  quarrel «.     On  the 
contrary,  he  was  fo  bent  on  gaining  him  to  his  intereft,  that 

he  not  only  confirmed  to  him,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 

the  county  of  Paris  and  the  duchy  of  France,  but  likewife 

bellowed  upon  him  the  other  moiety  of  the  duchy  of  Bur* 

gundy,  ,and  thereby  rendered  him,  beyond  comparifon,  more 

formidable  than  himfelf ;  a  thing  fo  contrary  to  the  rules*of 

policy,  and  to  the  difpofition  of  the  king,  that  hiftorians  are 

able  to  account  for  it  no  otherwife,  than  by  fuppofing  he 

made  him  privy  to  his  defigns,  and  obtained  his  confent  to 

them.     If  this  was  the  truth,  and  there  is  great  appearance 

it  was  fo,  it  does  very  little  honour  either  to  the  king  or  the 

duke ;  for  the  defign  of  Lewis  was  to  deprive  Richard,  the 

fon  of  duke  JVilliam,  then  a  child,  of  the  country  of  Nor' 

mandy.     With  this  view  he  detached  fome  of  the  Norman 

lords  from  their  duty  on  one  fide,  while  the  duke  of  France 

did  the  like  on  the  other ;  and  then,  under  pretence  of  cor-p 

refting  thefe  diforders,  he  went  in  perfon  into  Normandy, 

^nd  made  his  entry  into  Rouen,  where  he  was  received,  with 

'  pLOftOARDi  ChrorL     LuitpranOi  Chron.     Aimon,  1, v. 
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til  polGble  fubmiiSon,   by  Bernard  the   Dane^    to  wkfe 
care  duke  William  had  committed  his  fon  **•     The  king, 
feeing  himfelf  punflually  obeyed  in  all  things,  ventured  to 
feize  the  peHbn  of  the  young  prince,  which  elicited  a  geoer^ 
infurreflion  ;  and  the  king  was  intimidated  thereby  to  fnch 
a  degree,  that  he  brought  out  the  child  to  the  populace,  and 
aflured  them  he  had  no  other  intention  than  to  br^d  him  up 
as  his  own  fon.    Having  thus  put  an  end  to  the  tumult,  he 
received  the  homage  of  Richard  publicly,  and  made  fiich  pro- 
feflions  of  kindneis  to  the  child,  that  the  Normans  iaS&ei 
him  to  carry  their  young  prince  to  IfOon.    He  had  pot  been 
long  there  before  the  count  of  Flanders  Caufed  it  to  be  in- 
fmuated  to  him,  that,  this  young  prince  once  removed,  no- 
thing could  hinder  his  reuniting  that  duchy  to  the  crown  ', 
Black  as  it  was,  the  king  was  too  much  inclined  to  this  ad- 
vice ;  of  which  Ofman^  who  was  governor  to  tjie  duke,  having 
notice,  he  bid  the  child  feign  himfelf  lick ;  and  this  creating 
fome  confufion,  and  rendering  thofe  about  him  lefs  watchful 
Ofmariy  in  the  difguife  of  a  groom,  bundled  up  th^  boy  in  a 
trufs  of  hay,  and,  clapping  him  qn  his  fhoulder,  carried  him 
to  the  ftables ;  and,  having  mounted  him  on  a  fleet  horf^ 
carried  him  to  the  caftle  of  Bernard^   count  of  Senlisy  his 
uncle  by  the  mother's  fide,  who  pofitively  refufed  to  dedivgr 
him  up  either  to  the  king  or  to  the  Normans  *- 
Is  ovfT'        In  this  conjunfturp,  Hugo,  duke  of  France^  with  feveni 
reached  hy  Other  great  lords,  interceded,  on  the  behalf  of  the  young 
the  Nor-  prince,  and  laboured  to  engage  the  king  to  le^ve  him  in  ^ 
mans,  his  quiet  pofleffion  of  his  duchy.     Lewis,  on  the  other  hand, 
firmy         fuggefted  to  Hugo,  that,  if  he  would  confent  to  the  execu? 
^/f^iy      tion  of  his  fcheme,  he  fliould  have  part  of  th^  fpoil.     This 
himfilf      j^^^j  jjg  effeft ;  the  king,  at  the  head  of  g  body  pf  troops, 
^^^^"'  marched   to  Rouen^  where  he  was  received  with  the  moft 
'I      *        profound  fubmiffion,   and    where  Bernard  the  Dam^   and 
his  aflbciates,  who  had  adminiftered  the  government,  did  not 
appear  averfe  to  the  king's  projeft  ;  but  feemed  to  lillen  With 
fatisfaftion  to  his  promifes  ^.     But  duke  Hugo  entering  with 
hi$  forces  into  the  country  of  Bayeaux,  which  was  to  be  his 
by  the   agreement,  Bernard  the   Dane^  and   the   count  de 
Senlis,  reprefented  to  the  king,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  duchy  were  willing  to  become  his  fubjpfts,  and  therp- 

«  Flodo.  Chron.     Dup.Hift.  Norm.  hiii.    Glab.  Hift.  fui 
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by  prevailed  upon  him  to  fend  an  order  to  Hugo  to  retire; 
•which  he  obeyed  indeed,  but  with  great  difcontent  *.  Sooq 
after  jiigrol  iing  of 'Denmark  made  a  defcent  on  the  coaft 
of  Normandy.  This  prince,  being  driven  put  of  his  own 
dominions,  had  taken  (h^ter  there  in  th^  tin^e  of  duk^  ff^l* 
Jiam ;  who  having  generoqfly  protefted  him,  he  now  afted  on 
behalf  of  his  fon.  Bernard  pretended  to  aft  ;!:ealoufly  for  thp 
king,  till,  the  armies  being  near  each  other,  he  prevailed  up- 
on him  to  confeat  to  a  conference;  in  which  being  betrayed, 
the  French  army  was  fuddenly  attacked,  and,  the  Normans 
joining  with  the  invaders,  were  totally  routed,  with  the  lo(s 
of  eighteen  counts  upon  the  fpqt,  the  king  himf^Bf  being  takea 
in  the  purfuit,  and  carried  prifoner  to  Rotten  *,  He  re- 
proached Bernard  the  Dane  as  the  apthgr  of  his  misfor- 
tune ;  who  very  calmly  anfwered,  that  deceivers  had  no 
right  to  con^plain  of  deceit ;  and  that  fulfilling  the  will  of  his 
dead,  and  being  faithful  to  his  living,  mailer,  he'had  nothing 
wherewith  to  reproach  himfelf.  Bat,  complaihts  availing 
nothing,  the  king  was  forced  to  h^v^  recourfe  to  intreaties  ^ 

Thp  queen  Gerbergy  in  ord^r  to  recover  th^  Icing's  liberty,  JUleafed 
applied  h^rf^lffirft  to  her  brother  d?/A^,  who  abfolutely  r^-i^ /i^r 
fufed  to  interpieddle,  being  highly  difpl?af(?d  \nnith  his  brO'  Nor- 
ther-in-law's  coaduft.     Upon  this  (he  was  conftrajncd  to  ad-  inans,  b^ 
drefs  herfelf  to  duk^  Hugo%  who  not  oi^ly  behaved  towards '^*^^'* 
her  with  great  refp^£V,  but  entered  very  zealoufly .  into  the^^^f^^ 
defign  of  procuring  the  king's  liberty  ;  which  was  effefted  by  ^T^' 
a  treaty  with  the  Normans)^  upon  condition  that  the  former  ^^^^^^ 
grants  of  the  duchy  fliould  b^  renewed  and  confirmed,  not  y,>/^  i^* 
only  by  the  king,  but  by  all  the  bifliops  and  great  lords  of  the  Laqn. 
kingdom  *.     It  was  farther  ftipulated,  that  two  prelates,  and 
one  of  the  king's  children,  fhould  be  given  as  hoftages  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  treaty;  and  all  this  being punftuajly 
executed,  the  Normans  delivered  £^w/V  out  of  his  captivity 
into  the  hands  oj  the  dyke  of  France.     But  he  quickly  found 
that  this  was  only  a  change  gf  prifon^  ;  for  Hugo  kept  him  a 
full  year,  nor  would  he  reltore  him  tp  freedom  at  laft,  till  the 
(County  and  city  of  Laon  were  delivered  up  to  hito,  as  a  re- 
ward for  the  trpvibl^  he  had  taken  in  this  negotiation,  which 
he  granted  to  the  count  de  Chartres ;  and  thus,  at  theiffue  of 
this  difficult  and  dangerous  ai&ir>  the  king  found  himfelf  in 

^  AxMON,  lib.  V.  Chroniques  dc  Normandie.  Gulielm. 
Gemeticens.  »  Flodo.  Chron.  Dud.  Hift.  Norm,  l.ii* 
Gulielm.    Gemetic.  *>.Aimon,  lib.  v.    Chroniques 

?le  Normandie.     F.  Fauchet.  ^  Glab.  Hill,  fuiteuap. 

Chroniques  ()e  Normandie.  Dut).  Hid.  Norm. 
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t^rbrfe  drctrmlhinces  than  ever  *.  He  had  all  the  refentmcnt 
poflfiblc  againft  the  duke,  but  little  or  no  power  to  make  that 
refetitfoent  be  felt.  He  carried  his  complaints  to  England  and 
tb  Germany ;  and  having  prevjfilcd  upon  his  brother-in-law 
Olho  to  confent  to  an  interview,  he  offered,  in  cafe  he  would 
enter  into  his  views,  to  make  a  free  ceflion  of  all  his  rights  to 
the  kingdotn  of  Lortain.  That  prince  had  other  reafons, 
tho'  that  was  the  avowed  motive,  for  accepting  of  the  propo- 
Ifition  ;  for  duke  Hugo^  having  given  his  daughter  Emma  to 
Richard  duke  of  Normandy y  was  become  thereby  formidable 
even  to  Otho  himfelf ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  owing  to  the 
A.D.946.  great  ftreogth  of  this  potent  lord,  and  to  the  methods  he 
,  took  to  augment  it  daily,  that  king  Lewis  found  himfelf  in 

a  condition  to  form  a  new  alliance  •. 
Tbtkinvs  ARNOLD,  couut  of  Flanders ^  and  Conrad,  king  of  BuT' 
of  Gcr-  S^^ndyy  entered  immediately  into  this  league,  and  their  forces, 
many  and  having  joined  thofe  of  the  two  kings,  formed  altogether  a 
Bargun.  very  numerous  and  potent  army;  with  which  they  threatened 
dy  affift  abfolute  deftf uftion  to  duke  Hugo  and  the  Normans  ^  The 
liewis «-  grfl:  part  of  the  ftorm  fell  upon  the  city  of  Rheims  ;  which 
^^k^vi  ^^chbifliop  HugOy  fon  to  the  deceafed  count  of  Fermandois, 
duke  Ho-  ^^^y  gallantly  defended,  but  at  length  was  forced  to  fubmit, 
^^*  and  to  furrender  at  difcreiion;  and  upon  this  archbifhop 

y/r^^wiwasreftored.  The  two  kings,  Otho  and  LexuiSy  at- 
tempted next  to  reduce  Senlis ;  but  the  place  being  ftrong,  and 
gallantly  defended,  they  were  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  5, 
They  next  entertained  thoughts  of  attacking  Paris,  after 
ravaging  all  the  dutchy  of  France ;  but  the  count  of  Flanders 
perfuaded  them  that  was  imprafWcable,  and,  to  gratify  his 
private  refentment,  drew  the  confederate  army  into  Nor- 
mandy, under  pretence  of  furprifing  Rouen,  Finding  this 
not  to  be  done,  they  befieged  it,  and,  what  between  the 
badnefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  fatigue  given  them  by  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance,  they  Were  fo  reduced,  that  Otha  called  a 
council  of  his.  own  generals,  to  propofe  the  delivering  up  of 
the  count  of  Flanders  to  the  Normans,  in  order  to.  obtain 
their  permiflion  to  make  a  retreat  ^..  The  council  rejected 
this  proceeding,  of  which  count  Arnold  had  ^  hint.     Upon 

*  AiMON,  lib.  V.      GuLiELM.  Gemeticens.      CHrooiqaes 
de  Normandie.  *  Flodoard.  Chron.     Gi/lielm.    Ge- 
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t.liis»  about  midoight.  preceded  by  his  baggage^  lAi  tvMps 
|>egan  to  march,  and  the  reft  of  the  army,  sot  having  tfap 
ieaft  fufpiclon  of  it,  took  it  for  a  corps  of  Normms  advanc- 
ing to  uie  relief  of  the  place;  and,  decampipg  haftiiy^nads 
iuch  a  retreat  as  differed  little  from  a  downright  flight,  the 
JVormans  falling  into  and  cutting  off  the  French  iq  their  t^a^^ 
rrhe  next  year  duke  Hugo  beileged  Rheims,  as  th^^  king  did 
MonJtreuU,  both  without  effeft ;  upon  which  followed  a  A.D.94t^ 
truce.  King  Lewis  had  alfo  another  interview  with  his  btt>- 
ther-in-law  Otho,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Kar^  tfaet 
^fteemed  the  boundary  bfitween  France  ^d  Lorrain^  as  k 
^aciently  was  b^twe^n  the  kingdoms  of  Juftrafia  and  Ne^^9 
Jlria  ^ 

The  nei^t  year  there  was  a  council  held  at  Verdun^  is  &/#  ««#• 
"whichi  Robert  archbiftiopof  Treves  prefided,  in  order  to  de-  ^ttb- 
termine  the  perplesfced  caufe  between  Hugo  and  Artaudy  cach/ff^"*^ 
pf  them  claiming  to  be  archbifliop  of  Rheims;  where  Hugo  ^^^'^''^^ 
^as  condemned  for  contumacy.     The  pope,  however,  fent  o^^i/ 
a  legate  into  France^  with  inftruftlons  to  call  a  general  conn-  l^^j^iJL 
cil  of  th^  bilhops  in  that  kingdom,,  and  in  Germany^  to  de-  /^  ^ah 
termlae  not  only  this,  but  the  more  important  difpute  be-  ptace. 
tween  the  king  and  duke  Hugo.    This  council  was  accord-   A.  D. 
ingly  held  at  Ingelheim,  and  the  two  kings,  Otio  and  Lewis,     94S. 
aififted  thereat  in  perfpn  ;  andintheendnoconlythearcfaUfhop 
Hugo,  but  alfo  the  count  ot  dartres,  and  duke  Hugo  himfdif, 
were  excommunicated :  the  king  oi Germany,  having  furnished     949* 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops  in  fupport  of  the  decrees  of  the 
council,  took  feveral  places  ^.     The  next  year  the  king  fur- 

Eifed  lo^/i,  but  was  notable  to  take  the  citadel ;  which,  at 
3gth,  upon  the  clapping  up  of  a  peace  at  an  interview  be- 
tween the  duke  and  duke  Hugo  for  that  purpofe,  was  fur- 
irendered  into  bis  hands.  The  king  took  the  advantage  of  ^S^* 
this  (hort  interval  of  peace  to  make  a  tour  into  Aquitaine,  in 
order  to  receive  the  homage  of  the  great  lords  in  thofe  quar- 
ters, and  to  difpofe  them,  if  pofEble,  to  a  greater  degree  of 
obedience  than  they  had  hitherto  (hewn ;  but^  while  he  wa^ 
thus  employed,  he  met  with  two  misfortunes ;.  the  firft  was, 
that  xht  Hungarians  made  an  irruption  into  Champagne^  where 
they  committed  intolerable  devaftations  ^ ;  and  the  other  was 
the  elopement  of  his  n^other,  the  queen  dowager  Egiva, 
whom,  not  without  rcafoo,  he  had  confined  at  Laon,  an4 

.  *  AiMOK,  lib.  V.   P,  Favchet,  Boulanvil.   *     ^  Concil. 
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<rfio,  in  his  abfence,  making  her  efcape^  efpoufed,  tho'lhe 
was  forty-five  years  of  age,   Herbert  count   of  TroyeSy  9, 
A.D.     y^'^^gcr  fon  of  jtfifr^^r/ count  of  Fermandoisy  who  had  held 
qZ,,      her  hu(band  and  the  king's  father  fo  many  years  in  prifon, 
and  was  the  principal  author  of  thefe  confufions  and  trou- 
bles :  neither  was  he  lefs  refllefs  than  his  father  °i. 
The  ieaih     The  quarrels  between  the  two  archbifhpps,  as   ^irell  as 
yLcwis,  thole  between  the  king  and  duke  Hugo^  were  rather  fuf- 
And  the     pcnded  than  compofed  by  the  late  hafty  peace;  fo  that  they 
^dua  of  bfQj^e  Qut  again  into  fre(h  excurfions.     The  duke,  however, 
elat^rf'   ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  nothing  followed  from  thefe  inteftine  wars  but 
ticM     '   conamon  deftruftion,  confented  to  leave  all  his  claims  in  the 
junSure.   hands  of  his  confort^  who  was  the  queen's  fifter;  zxx<\  Lewis 
readily  following  his  example,  the  two  princefles  made  a 
ftable  and  fettled  peace  ".     This  left  the  king  at  liberty  to 
refume  the  affairs  of  Jjuitaine,  and  to  take  other  fteps  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  authority,  as  weU  as  for  repreffing 
the  Hungarians,  who  had  pulhed  their  ravages  as  far  as  the 
country  now  called  Picardy.    But  while  he  w?is  thus  em- 
ployed, as  be  was  upon  the  road  between  Laon  and  Rhevms^ 
and  had  by  chance  ftarted  a  wolf,  as  he  was  riding  in  full 
purfuit  of  the  beaft,  his  hor fe  ftumbled  and  threw  him ;  by 
which  he  was  bruifcd  all  over  In  fo  lamentable  a  manner, 
that  it  proved  the  occafion  of  his  death,  which  happened  on 
the  1 5th  of  OElober,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
the  thirty-third  of  his  life  •  (D). '  He  was  interred  at  RheimSy 
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(D)  It  is  juftly  obferved  by  lation  of  it  is  fafficient  to  fli€w 

the  French  hiitorians,  that  the  it  fi£litious,  and   at  the'  fame 

furnames  of  all  the   hoiife  of  time  Sibfurd.     The  king,   fay 

Charkmagney  from  the  deceafe  they,  pretended  to    have   fc- 

of  that  emperor,  were  marks  of  ceived  diijpatches  of  great  im- 

contempt,  this  prince  and  his  portance  from  his  ancle  Athel* 

fon  only  excepted.     We  inay>  fiariy  and,  having  fammoned  his 

indeed,  colled  from  the  reign  great  lords  together,  told  them, 

of  Le^is  the  fourth,  that  he  did  that  the  king  defired  to  confxih 

not  want  either  parts  or  coa-  him  as   to  the  judgment  that 

rage,  tho\  at  the  beginning  of  ought  to  be  pafTed  on  a  vaHal ; 

it,   he  certainly  wanted   pru-  who*  having  invited  his  lord  to 

dence.   There  is  a  flrange  Itpry  his  own  houie,    had  betrayed 

concerning  them,  which  fome  him.     The  count  of  Fermau' 

writers,   otherwife    of   credit,  doisy  upon  this,  rofe  up  and  faid, 

jiave  copied,  tho'  the  baro.  re«  Such  a  man,  without  doubt, 

ought 


C.  4;  fie  tiifiorjf  cf  FraUce.-  ^^j 

in  the  church  of  St.  Remy^  and  was  much  regretted  by  his  A.D.95fi» 
fubjcfts.  Duke  Hugo^  whofe  power  was  greater  than  ever, 
might  eafily  have  made  an  advantage  of  this  accident  j  but. 
either  his  virtue  or  his  politics  diftated  a  nobler  conduft,  fo 
that^  as  foon  as  he  received  this  news,  he  offered  his  fervice 
fo  the  quec»  dowager,  and  promifed  ta  fee  the  crown  fet 
upon  the  head  of  her  eldeft  fon,  who  was  then  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  age  p.     It  is  true  that  the  lafe  king  had  the 
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ought  to'  be  banged^    Le^U 
€;ried  out  immediately.  Thou 
hail  pronounced   fencence    on 
thyfelf,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  to  a  mountain  near  Laon 
(from  thence,  a^  they4ay,  called 
Mount  Herbert)^  where  he  was 
hanged  upon  a  gibbet.  Flodoart 
the  hiilorian,  who  was  once  his 
prifoner,  and  hated  him  ever, 
IS  fo  far  ifrom  fayine  this,  that 
he  mentions  his  dying  in  his 
bed.    Another  hiflorian,  whofe 
teflimony    is    of  the  greateft 
weight,    afTures    us,    that  the 
traitor  Herbert^    being   fbized 
with  <a  violent    ficknefs,    was 
put  in  mind  of  the  neceifity  of 
repentance,  in  order  to  falva- 
tion ;  and  he  thereupon  cried 
out.  There  were  twelve  of  us 
who  confpired  againft  Charles^ 
there  were  twelve,  there  were 
twelve  $  repeating  thefc  words 
till  he  expired.      Lewis  had 
only  one  confort,  Gerbergh  of 
Saxotyy  daughter  of  Hemy  king 
of  Germawfy  and  the  filler  of  the 
emperor  Otho  thefirft,  by  whom 
he  had  feven  children ;  Lotbddrt^ 
who  fucceeded  him ;  Carlomanf 
who  died  an  hoftage  at  Rouen  ; 
Lewis  t  who  likewi^  died  young; 
Charlesy  of  whom  we  ihall  have 
oceafion  to  fay  a  great  deal; 
Henry ^  his  twin  brother,  who 
died  in  his  cradle  ;  Mt^udy  who 
'married  C^^rJi^i? the firft^  king 


of  Burgundy y  by  whom  Ihe  had 
Conrade  the  iecond,  Rodolfh  the 
third,  Burchard^  archbilbop  of 
Lyonsy   Bertha^   who     married 
the  count  of  BMs^  and  Gerbergh 
who  married  the  emperor  Con" 
rode  f  the  youngeft  of  this  mo- ' 
fia^ch's  Children  was  Aldradei* 
married  to  R^iftauld^  eouilt  of 
Rouci.     At  the   time  of   tlfis'. 
king's  death,  he  had  but  two 
fons    furviving,    Lothaire  and; 
Charles.    To  the  latter,  con- 
trary to  the  cuftoms  hitherto  in 
ufe,  he  gave  nothing  in  parti- 
tion, either  becaufe  he  was  in 
his  infancy,  or,  which  is  in«^ 
finitely  a  dfonger  and  better' 
reafon,   becaufe  he  perceived 
that  this  pernicious  ci^om  had 
been  one  of  the  many  caufes 
that  had  funk  the  crown  fo  low. 
But,  whatever  were  his  motives, 
his  example  was  of  fuch  weight 
with  his  fuccefTors,  tho*  not  of 
the  fame  Kne,  that  they  follow- 
ed it  fieadily  \  fo  that,  from  his 
time,   we  meet  no  more  with 
divided  territories  or  dominions, 
cantoned  out,  like  a  private  pa- 
trimony, to  gratify  the  private 
affections  or  the  parent,  con* 
trary  to  his  duty  as  a  prince, 
often  at  the  expence  of  the  fa- 
mily  for    whofe  fake  it  was 
done,  but  always  §t  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  people. 

precau- 


precantibo  to  caufe  his  fon  to  be  faluted  by  t&e  tcgal  tide  la 

one  of  the  lafi  alTemblies  he  held;  but  this  wonld  have  iigni- 

fied  little,  fince  he  had  no  army  to  fupport  him,  no  trea- 

fure  fiifHcieot  to  raife  one,  and  no  territory  in  pdfleffioii,  com* 

parable,  in  any  degree,  to  the  eftates  held  by  the  duke  '^  vihsi 

was,  at  this  time,  not  inferior  in  credit  to  the  old  lUdyors  (tf 

the  palace. 

Lotliaire       ^^  difeharge  of  the  promifes  he  had  made  tatlici  queei^ 

is  crowned  ^^i^  M^  Great ^  as  he  was  now  commonly  ftiled,  came  to 

king  of     i^^riy  attended  by  feveral  great  lords  and  prelates ;  and, 

France,    having  condufted  him  from  thence  to  Rheims^  caufed  him  tor 

under  the  be  there  folemnly  crowned  by  the  archbiftiop  Artaud.     Th< 

f^oteaion  ijng,  in  recompence  of  this  fervice,   created  him  dilke  of 

cfduh      Jquitaifie.     This  gives  us  fome  light  into  the  diftinftion  that 

^"8^'      is  to  be  obfcrved  in  refpeft  to  perfons  honoured  with  this 

title*'.     Some,  tho'  but  few,  preferved  it  in  right  of  thd 

countries  they  held  by  dcfcent,  fuch  as  the  duke  of  Gajcmy ; 

but  for  the  mofl  part  it  was  a  title,  and  very  often  no  more 

than  a  title,  implying,  that  the  perfon  who  bore  it  was  in- 

vefted  With  the  king's  authority,  and  was  to  be  confidered  as 

his  lienteoaxit  in  the  county  to  which  it  was  referred.    An  in^ 

fiance  will  msdte  this  plain  ;  Hugo^  of  whom  we  are  fpeak- 

11^,  was  count  of  Parity  and  lord  of  many  other  plac^^ 

In  virtue  of  his  defcent;  we  cannot  fay  by  hereditary  right, 

becanfe  this  was  hitherto  contefted  by  the  crown  ;  but  he 

held  the  title  of  duke  of  France^  and  alfo  that  of  duke  of 

Burgundy t  by  royal  grants ;  which  titles  the  crown  might  at 

any  dme  refume,  if  they  were  in  a  condidon  for  exading 

obedience  ^«    But  the  traniaAions  of  the  fucceeding  year  will 

&t  this  matter  in  a  yet  clearer  light.     Lothaire  refided,  as  hTs 

father  had  done,  at  Laon ;  which  was  at  leaft  the  moil  con-' 

liderable  domain  that  Was  left  to  the  crown,  and  fo  much 

the  mure  valuable,  as  it  was  a  ftrong  pla^e,  io  which  they 

might  fafely  refide  without  fear  of  being  furprifed.     Thi 

king  had  befldes  fome.  other  fmall  eftates,  and  maxH^  r^ral 

homed  fcattered  through  his  dominionfi,  the  vevenoes  of  whkft 

ferved  to  dtfray  the  expences  of  his>  court.     When  he  ha4 

Oecafidn  for  troops  they  were  &rniftied  him  by  bis  TsflblSj 

that  is,  by  fuch  a»  were  in  a  humour  to  famidi  them ;  for; 

Iho*  they  were  alike  bound  to  this  fcrvfce,  yet  if  they  had  anjr 

private  or  particular  wat  of  their  own  upo»n  their  hands,  had 

entered  into  contrairy  engagements,  or  were  not  difpofed  t0 

.    obedience,  they  made  very  light  of  the  command^  of  a  kingi* 

"i  AiHON,  Hlfl.  lib.  V.    FtoDO.  Chroff.    Ap^d.  KEOuk 
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who  was  Dot  ia  a  condition  to  punifh  thair  coiKCBlpt  of 
them.  This  was  the  cafe  more  efpecially  of  the  great  lords  5 
fuch  as  the  counts  of  Paris,  of  VermandoiSf  of  Flanders, 
and  feveral  others,  who  were  each  of  them  richer  and  more 
powerful  than  their  mafter  •. 

'  T^E  next  fpring  Hugo^  duke  of  France,  came  mih  2k  Death  of 
powerful  army  to  J^aon,  in  order  to  carry  the  young  king  izb>  duke  Hu* 
to  Jquitaine,  to  eftablifli  ham  in  his  new  ctignity ;  which  go,  and 
hitherto  had  been  poffefled  by  the  count  of  Poitiers,  who  '^^  ^^^" 
pppofed  him,  in  conjunftion  with  many  of  the  nobility.  ^^^^^ 
Hugo  thereupon  laid  clofe  ficge  to  the  place,  and  made  him-  ^fi^i 
felf  mafter  of  a  fortrefs  that  was  built  to  cover  it;  but  ^^^'  t^^^et^ 
ing  the  city  made  a  ftronger  refiftance  than  he  expefted,  and  ^^^  ^/^^^ 
being  intimidated  by  a  clap  of  thunder  that  broke  over  hi$  ^^^ 
tent,  he  thought  fit,  at  thq  end  of  two  jiHMitbs^  to  raife  the 
fiege  ^     The  count  of  Poitiers  intended,.  wUh  his  new-rai£cd 
forces,  to  attack  him  in  his  retreat ;  of  which  Hugo  ha;ving 
intelligence,  fhewed  his  military  fldll  in  difpoTmg  his  troops  in 
order  of  battle,  and  advancing  to  meet  him.     The  diiput« 
was  fliort  and  bloody  j  but  in  the  end  the  count  was  teat, 
and  made  his  efcape  with  great  difficulty  ".     The  next  year  ^,j)  g-- 
this  great  man  died,  who,  without  wearing  the  crown,  bad 
£or  the  bed  part  of  his  life  held  the  fupreme  power  in  France^ 
being  the  fon,  and,   as  it  afterwards,  proved,   the  father, 
pf  a  kixig,  and  brother-in-law  to  three  kings'^  (£).    Hekfo 

his 

» 
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(E)  The  courage  and  con-  flain,  as  feme  affert,  by  thehand 

dudofdakeJ/a^<7,  joined  to  hi»  of  Charles  the  Simple ',  but  his 

hereditary  eftates  and  illuftrioQs  fon,  notwithftanding,  obtained 

defcent,  naturally    gave  him,  the  victory.     This  dake   was 

more  eipecially  confidering  the  likewife  the  nephew  of  Ettdes, 

times  iix  which  he  lived,  that  or  Otbo^    king   or    regen]t;  of 

extenfive  influence,  of  which  Fr€ince»    in    the     minority   of 

the  reader  has  fecn  fo  many  in-  Charles  the  Simple.     Both  thef« 

ftances  in  the  text.     He  was  kings,  Eudes  and  Robert,  were 

the  fon  of  king  Rohert,  who,  the,  {on$  of  Robert  le  Fort,  connt 

while  he  held  the  inferior  title  of  Jnjou  and  duke  of  France, 

of  duke,    is   allowed  to  have  under  the  reign  of  Charles  the 

fixed  the  Nonnans  to  France  ;  Soldi  who,  as  fome   fa,y,  cf* 

for  which  reafon  the  princes  of  poufed  his  fifter.     Higher  tha» 

that  line  had  always  a  great  af-  this  the  genealogy  cannot  be 

fedion  for  kis  family.    He  was  traced    with    certainty.      Co- 
temporary 
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his  eldeft  fon  Hugh  Capet  efpecially  recommdnded   to  thtf 
care  of  Richard  diike  of  Normarufyf  as  he  was  then  but  £x- 

teed 


temporary  writers,  indeed,  fay, 
that  this  Robert  was  a  nlan  of 

fr«at  quality,  and  very  noble 
y  his  birthj  the  luibre  of  whieh, 
it  feems,  made  it  unneceflary 
for  them  to  be  more  particular ; 
and  this  has  plunged  their  fuc- 
celTors  into  tlie  gredted  in- 
certainty.  Some  will  have  this 
Robert  to  have  been  of  a  Saxon 
family,  and  others  of^nltalian. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
trace  his  genealogy  from  C/^ 
MoMt  and  tonfequcntly  from 
Pharamondi  but,  with  n^uch 
greater  probability,  he  is  reck- 
oned by  many  to  have  defcend- 
ed  from  Childebrand^  the  young- 
er brother  of  Charles  MarteL 
The  troth  of  the  matter  is,  that, 
after  hb  fon  Hugh  Capet  was 
placed  upon  the  throne,  it  waa 
thought  a  point  of  confequence 
to  do  all  poiBble  honour  to 
a  line  that,  in  reality,  flood  in 
no  need  of  fuch  inventions,  as 
being  in  itfelf,  and  beyond  all 
contradidion,  fofficiehtly  noble. 
For  whether  this  duke  Hugo 
did  fpring,  or  did  not  fpring, 
from  the  brother  of  CharUs 
Martelf  or  whether  his  grand- 
mother was  or  was  not  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  the  Debon- 
noire 9  it  is  very  certain,  that  he 
was,  by  his  mother,  defcended 
from  Charlemagm^  fince  fhe  was 
the  daughter  of  Herbert^  the 
iirft^  count  of  Vermandois^  the 
fon  of  Pefin^  the  fon  of  J?/r- 
nard  king  oi  Italy  ^  who  was  the 
grandfon  of  that  monarch.  He 
was  alfo  gr^at  in  point  of  al- 
liances;  king  Rodolph  was  his 
brother-in-law;  the  potent  and 
rcftlefs   count   of   Fermofidcis 


married  his    aunt,    and   they 
were  coufin-germains  before  by 
the   mother's  iide ;  the  counts 
of  Chartres  and  Angoulefme  were 
likewife  his  coufins.  I^he  great 
influence    arifing    from     thefe 
connexions  he  maintained  and 
augmented  by  his  miarriages  $ 
his  firil    conlort    was    JuMfht 
faid  to  be  the  grand- daa^ter, 
by  the  mOther^S  fide,  oiCh^a^iei 
the  Bald.  His  fecond  was  Ethe- 
linda^  the  daughter  of  BdwMo-d 
the  elderj  and  fifter  to  jf/hel" 
ftan^  ki&g  of  the  Weft  Saxonsi 
By  neither  of  thefe  had  he  any 
ifTue.     He  therefore  efpoufed 
Had<wigai  or  A*uoya^  of  Saxanf, 
daughter  to  Henry  the  Fowler^ 
king  oi  Germany^  fiHer  to  the 
emperor  Otho  fhe  Great,  and  to 
Gerberg  queen  of  France.     He 
had  by  her  Hugh  Capety  Otho^ 
Eudesy   and  Henry^  fucceflively 
dukes   of  Burgundy,   and   two 
daughters,    Beatrix,   who    ef- 
pouied  Frederick  duke   of  the 
Upper  Lorrain,  and  Emma,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Richard  the 
firfl,  duke  of  Normandf,     Not 
was  helefsconfiderable  in  point 
of  property  ;   for,  befides  the 
duchy  of    Burgundy,    part   o^ 
which,  as  far  as  the  Saoune,  he 
claimed  by  defcent ;  he  held 
alfo  the  duchy  oi  Trance,  which, 
befides  the  two  great  cities  of 
Paris    and   Orleans,    compre- 
hended the  counties  of  Gafii* 
nois,    Chartres,    Perche,    Blots, 
Tours,   Afjou,  and  Maine,   to- 
gether with  the  lands  of  So* 
logne,  at  leafl  as  much  of  them 
as  lay  in  the  Orlean§is.    By  this 
means  he  had  a  great  man/ 
noblemen  who  hetd  im me^ately 
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e&x  yeai^s  of  age,  and  his  other' three  fons  were  in  their  lii- 
kncy,  and  under  the  tutelage  of  their  mother,  who  was  a 
ifter  tp  the  queen  dowager*  This  did  not  hinder  great  dif- 
>utes  between  them,  which  might  have  been  attended  with 
mtoward'confcqucnccs,  if  it  had-not  been  for  the  influence  A.D.psj* 
»f  BrUn9,  archbiihopkof  Cologne,  brother  to  both  thefe  priii- 
:efles,  and  uncle  as  well  to  the  children  of  the  duke  of 
France  as  to  the  king  *. 

This  great  prelate  wasintrufted  by  his  brother,  the  em-  A/>^  Lo- 
j^ror,  with  aknoft  fovereign  power  in  Lort'ain  ;  and  that  he  thaire,  ' 
(night  have  a  title  fujitable  to  his  dignity,  that  of  archduke  faTiing  in 
•fas-  devifed  in  his  favour,  which  is  the  firft  time  that  we  '"^'-^  ^?^- 
poieet  with  any  mention  of  this  honour.     It  was  by  his  influ-^"*^"^' 
rnce  over  the  children  of  duke  Hugo,  that  the  two  eldcft,  ^Z^'^fi 
•s  fooa  as  they  had  attained  to  proper  age,  w^ent  to  the  court  '^^'^^^^^^^^ 
of  Lothaire,  and  did  homage  for  their  lands  ;  which  was  fo  '^j^S/Jlg 
icceptable  to  the  monarch,  that  he  bellowed  on  ftugh,  the  eld*  ^f  n^j.^ 
eft,,  afterwards  (urnamed^d/^f,  thetitleofdukeof  the  Franks,  mandy. 
Vhichhisfatherhadcnjoyed,  as  alfo  thecounty of Pij/Z/Vr/ ;  that  .  y. 
is,  he  gave  him  leave  to  get  into  pofleflion  of  it  as  foon  a's  he  ^*^*959*. 
could }  and  intitled  the  youngerj'  Henry,  duke  of  Burgundy^ 
In  hopes  of  attaching  them  to  his  intereft  f.  In  this,  perhaps, 
he  afted  wifely;  but  his  conduft  towards  the  duke  oi Nor* 
mandy  does  not  deferve  the  like  commendation.     Jrnold^ 
count  of  Flanders,  and-his  fon  Baldwin,  Thibaut,  furnamed 
the  Ttkkjiery  count  of  Chartres^   and   Geoffrey,    count  of 
Anjou,  perfuaded  him  to  made  a  fcandalous  attempt  upon 
the  perfon  of  duke  Richard,  by  inviting  him  to  a  conference, 
Vhcre  he  was  to  have  been  feizedi  that  the  king  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  reannexing  that  noble  province  to  the 
crown;  into  which  fhare  the  duke. had  certainly  fallen,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  two  knights  belonging  to  the  count  de 
Cbarttes*  They  meeting  him  upon  the  road,  informed  him 
of  what  was  intendied  againft  him,  and*  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  retiring  in  time ;  for  which  he  was  fo  grateful  as  to 
reward  the  one  with  his  fword,  and  the  other  with  the  gold 

»  FlOdo.  Chron.    Dub.  Hift.  ]Nform.  lib.  iii.    Boulanvil. 
7  AiMON,  hv*    F.  Faucbbt.    C&voniqaes  de Normandie. 

i                        '                        ^  '  .               . 

i  of  him*  and  not  of  the  crown ;  and  a  few  Country  places  that 

r  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  ferved  them  for  fub&ilence,  had 

\  that  he  was  capable  of  main«  in  reality  nothing    that  they 

tf  ning  himfelf    againft  mon-  could-,  properly  fpeakiug,  call 

'  :hs,  who^  except  the  towns  tfieir  own. 
LaoUf  Soijfonsf  and  La  Fere, 

Mqd.  Hi9T.  Vojk.  XXIQ.  S  chaia 
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chain  wWch  he  wore.     Th^  king,  finding  the  plot  had  mif- 
carried,  difavowed  it  in   very  high  terms,  funnnoned  tbe 
duke  to  do  him  homage,  and  laid  a  new  fcheme  for  furpriiiog 
him.     But  Richard  took  fuch  precautions,    that   this  ali) 
failed ;  and  Lothaire  and  his  confederates,  perceiving  that 
nothing  could  be  done  by  fraud,  had  reconrfe  to  force,  sni 
invaded  his  dominions^  but  with  po  great  fuocefs*-    Inthi 
courfe  of  the  war,  however,  the  duke  of  Normaiidy  found 
liimfelf  fo  much  preffed,  that  he  was  conftraincd  to  fend  for 
fuccours  to  Denmark  \  which  brought  a  fleet  and  armyef 
pagans  into  France^  who  committed  moft  grievous  ravages) 
which  fo  irritated  the  clergy  againft  the  eouat  €le  Chartm^ 
^ho  was  confidered  as  the  author  of  thefe  diflurbances,  that 
they  threatened  him  with  excommunication,  and  endeavonreii 
to  negodate  a  peace  with  duk«  Richard^  without  afldcg  the 
king's  confent  ^. 
Feacefn-     The  count,  however,  was  before-hand  with  them.    He 
eluded       lent  privately  to  duke  Richard^  offering  to  come  to  Rouen 
nvitb  tic  upon  a  fafe  condufl  from  him  -,  which,  having  once  obtained, 
.Nor-        he  readily  performed,   and  propeiing  to  reftore  Evreuxi 
mans,  ^    which  the  king  had  taken  and  beftowed  upon  him,  a.  peace 
the  kings  ^y^g  yg,.y  fpecdily  concluded,  and  not  long  after  all  points ia 
marriage  jifp^^c  with  the  king  were  likewife  adjufted  ;  yet  thefe 
//Vtf/'' ''    treaties  did  not  produce  immediately  that  traoquilhy  whkk 
nfie'm.      B^^g^^  have  been  expefted  from  them.    The  Nortuins^  lately 
arrived  from    Denmark^    formed  a  coniiderable    body  dt 
trooj^s,  and  had  a  great  navy  upon  the  coaft,   ready  to  at- 
tend their  motions.     They  totally  difapproved.this  condnd 
in  duke  Richard ;   affirming  that  they  did  not   come  iotd 
France  purely  for  his  fervice,  but  alfo  for  their  owi^  tsoA  in 
order  to  carve  out  for  themfeJves  a  fctdement  by  force  of 
arms.  The  duke  made  ufe  of  fair  words  to  pacify  them,  asA 
at  length  brought  them  to  agree  to  leave  behind  fuch  as  wm 
difpoled  to  embrace  the  ChriAian  reHg^n,  for  whom  he  was 
in  an  ample  manner  to  provide ;  and  that  the  reil,  before 
their  return  hon^,  fhould  each  of  them  receive  a  ccnfiderabltf 
fum  of  money,  in  compenfation  of  that  plunder  which  they 
might  otherwife  have  made.   .  Thus  both  the  kingdom  and 
the  dnchy  were  ftripped  of  a  vaft  fum,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
thefe  troublefome  invaders  •. 

This  war  was  no  fooher  extingiri(hed,  than  there, broke 
QUt  another  againft  the  young  count  of  Flanders^  gtandt^ 

»  DvD.- HHI.  Norm,  l.iii.     Guliel.  Gbmeticens.      CI 
Binues dp  Nor mandie.  •  FLODO^Chrcn.     i^iMON-,    1, 

Dud.  Hift,  Norm.  1.  iit  ' 


C  4;  Tbi  Hifiory  of  France.-  259 

to  Jtnoldy  from  whoiil  the  king  was  defirous  of  taking  a  part 
of  his  knds.  The  .duke  of  France,  Hugh  Capet,  and  his 
brethren,  who  were  fucceffively  dnkes  of  Burgundy,  affifled 
the  king  powerfully  in  his  expeditions,  by  which  he  held 
himfelf  much  obliged;  At  length,  by  the  interpofition 
of  thfe  duke  of  Normandy ^  when  much  blood  had  been 
ihed  on  both  fides,  peace  was  made,  and  the  young  count 
of  Flanders  received  all  the  places  of  which  he  had  been 

•  fpoiled  ^.     The  king,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  fe- 
'  cure    the   fticceffion,    efpoufed    Emma,    the .  daughter    of 

Lothaire,    king  of  Italy,    and  gave  his  fifter  Matilda  to 
Conrade,    king    of  Burgundy,   and  took   other    fteps  for 
reviving  and  fuftaining  thehpufe  of  Charleinagne  ;  tho'  ^^^^  AJD.qi^i 
.  endeavours,  as  we  (hall  fee  nereafrer,  proved  but  ineffeftual,    *  * 

•  tiotwithftanding  that  at  this  time  his  power  was  far  fiiperior 
to  that  which  either  his  father  or  his  grand-father  had  en- 
joyed, the  dttkeS  oi  France  ziiid  Burgundy  adhering  .as 
fteadily  to  him  as  their  anceflors  had  been  obftinate  in  dif- 

'  treffing  his  predeceflbrs  ^. 

The  kingdom  remained  in  quiet,  and  Lothaire,  by  a  pru-  Otho  the 
dent  management  of  the  prerogatives  flill  left  in  the  cr own, /eccnd 

'  found  means  to  augment  his  own  authority,  and  to  diminifh^''^"^^^ 
the  power  of  the  nobility,  by  involving  them  in  wars  with^"^^^ 
each  other;  and,  when  they  were  fufficiently  weakened,  afting    pj*^'" 
as  a  mediator.    In  procefs  of  time  an  opportunity  feemed  to^?   ?^^ 

'  offer  for  extending  this  fort  of  policy  beyond  the  bounds  of  ^^^^  ^!-" 
France,  and  Lothaire  was  rei^plved  not  to  let  it  flip  ^.     ThejLothaii'e, 
countty  of  Lorrain  had  been  long  in  difpute  between  ^the 
kings  of  France  and   Germany  \    the  Iprds,  who  were  in  * 

aAual  pofleffion  of  this  great  qpuntry,  were  more  inclined  to 
pay  their  homage  (and  that  was  all  they  were  meant  to  pay 
to  any  monarch),  to  the  defcendants  of  Charlemagne  than  to 
the  Ungs.  of  Germany ;  and  fince  the  death  of  the  archduke 
Bruno,  and  of  his  brother  the  emperor  Otho,  they  thought 

'  themfelves  much  more  at  liberty  to  diicover  their  affeftions 
than  before.  Lothaire  was  very  willing  to  encourage  this, 
as  he  inherited  from  his  mother  very  confiderable  eftates  m 
that  cbuntry ;  and,  that  thefe  might  the  better  anfwer  his 
purpofe,  he  refigned  them  to  his  brother  Charles,  who,  by 
efpoufing  the  caufe  of  every  turbulent  lord  in  Lorrain,  and 
fettbg  up  for  the  protedlor  of  thofe  who  had  been  deprived 
of  their  eftates  by  the  archduke  Bruno,  threw  Lorrain  into 
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confufion,  and  paved  the  way  for  efFefting  what  hia  brotfajsr 
defired  •*.     Otho  the  fecond,   who  had  many   troubkfomc 
affairs  upon  his  hands,  difcerned  very  clearly  the  purpofesof 
,    both  the  brothers ;  who  notwithftandihg  bad  been  far  Icfs 
formidable  enemies,  if,  in  all  their  attempts,  tbey  had  not 
been  abetted  by  Hugh  Capet 'j  and  to  make  him&tf  eafy,  aad 
to  difappoint  them,  Otho  offered  the  duchy  of  A«  lower 
Lorrain  to  Charles,  on  no  harder  conditions  than  that  of 
doing  him  homage  ;  which  he  readily  accepted,  to  the  irre- 
trievable injury  of  his  brother's  affairs;  for  by  this  the  point 
in  difpute,  that  is,  the  homage  for  Lorrain,  was  given  up  to 
OthOj  and  the  French  looked  upon  the  honour  of  the  crown 
to  be  fo  much  affefted  thereby,  that  thdr  indignation  to 
Charles  grew  to  fuch  a  height  as  could  never  be  appea&d  ^ 
A  circumftance  which,  however  unreafbnabk,  »  notwith- 
ftanding  very  inftruftive, 
7heking        LoTHAiRE,  exceedingly  provoked  at  this  refined  fpedmcn 
makes        of  policy,  by  which  the  benefit  conferred  upon  his  brothef 
nvar  <with  reflefted  fuch  difcredit  upon  himfelf,  refolved  to  vindicate 
/ucce/sf       his  claim  to  Lorrain  by  arms.     In  purfuance  of  this  prcfjeft, 
^r^  ^^^     which  was  equally  acceptable  to  the  nobility  and  the  nation, 
the  ad-       he  marched  with  a  numerous  army  to  Meitz,  the  gates  of 
*hTh^     which  were  opened  op  his  firft  appearance ;  and,  having  re- 
ffainedbj    ^^^^^^  ^^^  homage  of  many  of  the  nobility,  he  proiecuted 
a  treaty,     ^'^s  defign,  and  marched  with  all  poilible  expedition  to  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  where  Otho  kept  his  court  in  all  manner  of  feca- 
j^,D^j2.  rity,  and  where  he  was  fo  near  being  furprifed,  that  he  left 
his  dinner  juft  as  it  was  placed  upon  the  table.     Lothaire 
plundered  the  palace  of  all  his  rich  moveables,  fpoiled  all  the 
adjacent  country,    and  returned   home^.     Otho,  breathing 
nothing  but  revenge  for  fuch  an  affront,  entered  France  in 
the  autumn  with  an  army  of  fixty  tboufand  men,  and  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  gates  of  Paris,  wajfting  all  the  country 
before  him  with  fire  and  fword.     But  when  he  came  to  re- 
tire, Hugh  Capet,   and  Geoffrey  count  oS  JnjoUy  followed 
him  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  .harrailed  his  forces 
exceedingly,  and  cut  off  fuch  numbers  in  their  paf&ng  the 
river  Ji/hne,  that  the  flream,  being  choaked  with  dead  bodies, 
overflowed   the  adjacent  country  \     The  next  year   Oth 
came  to  Rheims,  and  concluded  a  peace  with  king  Lothaire, 
by  which  he  was  left  in.  poflefBon  of  Lorrain  ;  but,  as  the 

«  Flodo.  Chron.  Chron.  Nangxi.  P.Danisj..  .  *■  Ai^ion, 

1.  V.     SiGEBERTi   Chronicon.     h^   Gendre.  s  Glab. 

Hift.  fui  temporis.  Chron,  Nancii.  CoaufiMoy.  >>  Aimqn, 
I.  V.    SiQEBERXi  Chron.    DuTutiT. 
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french  authors  fay,  was  content  to  hold  as  fief  of  the  crowa 
of  France.  However  that  might  be,  this  is  very  certain, 
that  the  French  lords  were  highly  difpleafed  with  this  treaty,  ^ 

ivhich  altered'  the  opinion  they  had  hitherto  entertained  of 
theic  king,  and  brought  them  to  look  upon  him  in  very 
near  the  fame  light  they  had  done  his  brother  ;  who,  in  (lead 
of  embracing  this  opportunity,  as  he  might  have  done,  of  re- 
.trievlng  the  falfe  ftep  he  had  made,  ran  into  a  Aill  greater, 
by  attaching  himfelf  more  clofely  than  ever'  to  the  interefts 
of  OthOf  and  thereby  heightening  that  diftafte  which  the  ^ 
French  nobility  had  conceived  againft  him,  that  rofe  but  too  ^.0,980. 
high  akeady  K  So  natural  it  is,  when  one  has  once  trod 
awry,  to  proceed  in  the  fame  road. 

Otho  dying  about  four  years  after  in  Italy,    Lothaire  The  cleath 
uadertodc  the  defence  of  his  fon,   Otho  the  third,  againft  e^Lo- 
Henry  duke  of  Bavaria^  who  laboured  to  deprivehim  of  the  ^harre,     . 
.  lungdom  of  Germany ^     This  gave  the  French  monarch  an  ^^^»  y 
"opportunity  of  making  a  frefli  irruption  into  Lofrain,  where -^r''/]^  ^ 
he  bcicame  mafter  of  Verdun  ;  it  appears  alfo,  that  he  made  yglfifQ„g^ 
.an  tittempt  upon  the  city  of  Cambrayy  in  which  he  mifcar-  ^«^/, 
ried,  through  the  oppofition  given  him  by  his  brother  Charles y  rueen. 
.^ho  was  in  arms  on  the  fide  of  the  Germans^.     This 
jrivetted  the  averfion  of  the  French  againft  that  prince,  who 
otherwife  had  hoxk  merit  and  valour.     As  for  the  king,  the 
prudence  and  fpirit  he  fhewed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign 
]^  l^ad  reftored  his  credit  in  a  great  degree,  and  bfought  the 
,  great  lords  in  his  dominions  to  treat  him  with  the  refpeft  due 
to  their  fovereign,  and  to  acquieice  in  bis  aflbciating  his  fon 
Lev)is  in  the  government.     But  at  the  time  when  his  affairs 
vere  in  the  beft  pofture,  and  when  he  was  moft  capable  of 
turning  things'  to  his  own  advantage,  and  to  that  of  his  fa-  ^ 
mily,  he  was  unfortunately  removed  by  death  ;  which  hap- 
pened at  Rheims  on  the  fecond  of  March,  in  the  forty-fixth     ggg, 
year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  thirty-fecond  of  his  reign  '  (F). 

There 

*  Adem.  Chron.     Chron.  Nang.  Dupl.        ^  Glab.  Hift. 
Jfui temporis.    Cordem.    P.Daniel.  ^  Aimon  hift.  1.  v. 

Dttpl..  Mezch.   Le  Gend.    Chalons. 

(F)  It  is  very  difficult  to  col-  memoirs.    Mezeray  fays  of  this 

le^  the  chara^er  of  this  king  prince,  that  he  was  brave,  ap. 

Lothaire  from  the  writers  of  tive,  and  very  attentive  to  his 

chromdes,  and  the  old  hifto-  affairs;  adding^  that,  as  he  was 

rians  of  ^r^ffr^,  as  appears  from  a  prince  of  great  virtues,  he 

the  difFeient  judgments  paiTed  deferved  to  live  in  better  times, 

thereon  by  the  moderns,  after  The  count  de   Boulain'uilliers 

reading  and  refleAing  on  thefe  fays,  that  he  was  adtive  and  . 
*  S3  war- 
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There  were  fome  fufpicioas  of  his  being  poifoned  by  the 
queen;  which  were  countenanced  by  his  brother  Charles 
duke  of  Lorrdin,  who  loft  no  opportunity  of  fpreading 
^reports  to  the  prejudice  of  that  prince's  reputation.  But 
there  is  a  letter  of  the  queen's  yet  prefervea,  addrefled  to 
the  en^prefs  dowager,  her  mother,  which  feems  to  deftroj 
^  this    ilory    entirely  ;    for    ihe   therein    exprefles     fo   hign 

^  an  efteem  and  fo  tender  an  aiFeftion  for  the  perfbn  of  the  de- 

ceafed  king  "*,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  believe  a  princefs  of 
her  birth  could  be  capable  of  fo  vile  an  aAion,  or  that,  with 
fo  much  good  fenfe  as  that  letter  (hews  ihe  bad,  fhe  (honld  be 
fo  deep  a  diflembler. 
Short  LjEwis.thc  fifth,  upon  whom  fome  writers  beilow  dw 

reign  and  opprobrious  name  of  Faineapt,  w^s,  at  the  time  of  his  fa- 
/j^/^^^/p/*  ther*s  (deceafe,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  and,  as  the 
Lewis  V.  writers  qi  thofe  times  fay,  committed  by  his  father,  in 
the  la  ft  YAs  laft  moments,  to  the  care  of  Hugh  Capet ^  who  had 
^the  f^^^^^  ^?"^  faithfully  during  his  whole  reign^  With  hi^ 
%ne  'of  affift.ai^ce  he  fupceeded  without-any  difficulty,  and  the  nobi- 
Chancr  ^f^y  renewed  their  oaths  of  fidelity.  His  fl^ort  reign  was  a 
xjiagne,  continual  fcene  of  tumult  and  trouble.  He  quarrelled  im- 
*  mediately  with  the  queen  dowager ;  and  upon  fome  difier- 

ence  with  the  archbiftiop  of  Rheims^  who  was  a  Lorraintr 
by  birth,  furprifed  that  city,  not  without  confiderable  effufioa 
pf  blood  : .  he  alfo  chafed  the  bifhop  of  Laon  out  of  the  king- 
dom, whom  he  reproached  with  being  his  mother*?  gallant ". 
That  princefs  was  fupported  by  the  German  ^onrt,  and  Ot^ 
the  third  \yas  on  the  very  point  of  declaring  war  againfl  the 
jnonarch  of  France,  when  Beatrix,  the  fitter  of* Hugh  Capet ^ 
and  tbie  confort  -of  Frederick  of  Alface^  duke  of  Upper  tor*. 

^  In  codice  Gerberti,  epift.  7j,  ,    P  AimOn,  lib.  v. 

CORPEM.    P.  DaNIE;..  ' 

^  >varlike,  but,  at  the  fame  dme,  that  he  went  to  Paris^  and  was 
perfidious,  as  all  the  princes  of  highly  feafted  there.  He  form- 
that  age  wer^e.  In  reality,  what  cd  great  defigns,  and  went  as 
leemed  to  be  the  greateil  er-  far  ^s  it  wasppfliblefor  him  to 
fors  in  tliis  monarch's  adn)ini-  go  in  the  execution  of  them  ; 
ilration,  flowed  from  the  vail  but  when  he  found  this  imprac- 
idifproportion  between  his  parts  ticable,  at  he  frequently'  did, 
and  his  power.  His  gipbition  he  was  apt  to  make'lhort  turn^, 
>s.'a^  great,  jind  his  means  were  vtrhence  he  came- to  be  thought 
Jittle.  Hp  afted  hovvever  with  inconftant.  He  was  generous, 
fnore  prudence  thai)  his  father,  or  rather  profnfe,  iou  he  gave 
^n(?e  he  kept  the  dukes  of  )ik?  the  old  monarchs  of  his 
/'r^a/i^d' always  o?i  his  fitie,  and  houfe,  without  refledling. on  tji/: 
^J4  fy?l?  ^  ?9?f  ^^'^^p  i**  f^?P'  f(;a0fifis  Qf  hisrevenup. 
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^n,  iQterpofed ;  and  coming  to  pay  that  prince  a  vifit  at 
7mj>iegney  prevailed  upon  him  to  go  to  JVIpntfaucon  % 
^er^,  in  a  conference,  at  which  was  prefent  the  queen  mo- 
\er^  Charles  ^nkeof  Lorrain,  the  kii)g!s  uncle,  Henry  duke 
F  Lorrain,  and  the  emprefs  dowager,  4II  things  were  for  the 
relent  adjulled  **.  "It  is  highly  probable  this  pacification 
rould  have  been  of  no  long  continuance,  if  the  king  had 
ived  ;  but  it  is  allowed,  that  the  que.en  his  wife  4id  for  hinj 
/hat  the  d^ke  of  Lorrain  charged  the  quj^en  dowager  with 
lomg  for  his  father ;  that  is,  fhe  poifoned  him,/Whcn  he  had 
cigned  a  year  and  two  months  (G).  Some  writers  fay,  that 
\e died  on  the22dof /z/;2^P;but  this  is  not, certain,  anymore 
than   that   he  tiequeathed  the  crowij  to  ffugb  Capet,  as  a 

**  Adem.  Chren.     P.  Fauchet.         9  Cordkm.    I^ezer. 
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(G)  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  this  Lenvis  V.  was  bat  a 
.weak  young  prince.      In   his 
father'' 8  life-tjpie  he  married  ^ 
lady,  wbofe  name,  fome  fay, 
was  Confiance,  and  that  fhe  was 
the  daughter  of /^////^;w,  count 
Q^  Aries ;  but  the  beft  part  of 
^^  Trench  hiftorians   call  her 
Blanche^  and  afHrih  that  fhe  was 
the  daughter  of  fome  great  lord 
in   Aquitainey    which   is    mofl 
likely  to  be  jrue.     An  old  wri- 
ter    fays,    that    k}ng  Loth^ire 
.created  his  fon  Le^u,  in  his 
life- time,    king   of  A^uit^ine, 
,   which  i(  is  not  at  all  impoflible 
plight  be  true;  at  leaft  it  is  per- 
tain, that  Le^is  and  his  new. 
married  queen    went    thither, 
\vhere,  it  is  faid,  fhe  left  him, 
and  returned  to  her  family,  and 
that  upon  this  Lothaire  went 
and  brought  them  back.     H^ 
mother,  queen  Emma,  v/sls  fpr 
carrying  hini  to  the  court  of 
Germany,  but  L^ivu  dJd  not  at 
•     all  relifli  that  propofition  ;  on 
V   the  contrary,  he  drove  out  the 
h\(Kop  of  Laon,  who,  accord- 
ing to  common  fame,  was  her 
gallant,  in  which  the  duke  of 
,  France  did  not  interpofe,  tho' 
(hat  bjfjiop  had  been  formerly 


h^s  friend.  Charles,  duke  of 
Lorrain,  laboured  to  inflame  the 
mind  of  his  nephew  againft 
this  princefs,  whom  he  openly 
charged  with  adultery  and  mur- 
der :  on  the  other  hand,  the 
partizans  of  the  queen-mother 
infinuated,  that  Charles  held  in- 
trigues in  the  kingdo(n  that 
were  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  the  king,  and  difhonourable 
to  the  royal  family.'  Some 
afcribe  the  moderation  of  the 
duke  of  France  to  a  fecret  de- 
fign  of  transferring  the  crown 
from  the  head  of  the  young  king 
to  his  own ;  but  there  is  nothing 
in  his  coiidudt,  or  in  that  of  his 
fifler,  which  can  juftify  this 
jcharge.  Some. fay  that  Lenuis 
bequeatlied  his  kingdom  tathat 
lord,  upon  condition  that  he 
married  the  queen.  It  is  not 
impofUble  that  both  this,  and 
the  flory  of  her  poifoning  him, 
might  be  contrived  by  Charles 
of  Lorrain,  or  his  friends,  to 
render  queen  Blanche  and  the 
duke  oi France  odious;  but  it 
is  very  certain  that  Hugh  Capet 
did  not  marry  her,  or  pretend 
to  the  crown  in  right  of  the 
king's  defignation. 
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perfon  to  whom  he  had  been  more  obliged  than  to  anywC 
his  own  family.     If  we  could  believe  him  fo  weak  a  prince. 
this  would  be  the  more  probable,  fince  it,  is  certain  thaic 
flugh  Capet  had  almoft  the  entire  direftion  of  afiairs  duriog 
his  reign,  and  enabled  him  to  aft  in  the  mapaer  he  did.    3c 
that  as  it  will ;  this  prince  was  the  laft  of  the  houie  of  Ciarig^ 
pjagne,  whence  fome  have  fancied,  that  the  name  of  Lews 
was  ominous  to  that  family,  the  laft  emperor  of  that  boofe 
being  Lewis  the  fecond,  the  laft  king  of  Germany  Lewis  th© 
third,  and  the  laft  monarch  of  France  Lewis  the  fifth  ;  hut 
thefe  are  fancies  unworthy  of  credit,  and  which  ought  never 
to  be  mentioned  with  any  other  view  than  to  be  ei^pofed, 
B^ddes  the  line  did  not  really  extinguifti  in  him ;  for  his 
tmcle  Charhs'dnke  of  Lorrain  was  clearly  the  heir  male,  and 
as  fuch  claimed  the  crown  of  France,  and  died  in  flrnggKng 
for  it,  fts  we  ftiall  fee  in  the  next  feftion.     This  family  pof- 
fefled  the  throne  between  two  hundred  and  thirty  and  two 
hundred  and  forty  years  (H), 


(K)  We  find  in  Me%eray  an 
ipnumerationof  thecaufes  which 
brought  about  the  gradual  de^ 
clenfion,  and  at  length  the  to- 
tal exclufion,  of  the  line    of 
Charlpnagne ;  and  as  thefe  have 
been  approved  and  copied  by 
the  count  of  BoulanvillierSy  it 
cannot  be  amifs  to  prefent  them 
to  the  reader's   view.      They 
are  thefe:    i.  The  divifion  of 
the  empire  into  fe\reral  king- 
doms,which  was  necefiarily  fol- 
lowed by  difcord  and  ci<^il  war 
.  amongft  their  brethren.    2.  The 
unreafonabl*  afFedlion  of  Lenjois 
le  Debonnairey  for  his  favourite 
fon  Charles  the  Bald.      3 .  Thp 
iiiibecility  of  the  grcatcft  part  of 
thefe  princes,   there  not  being 
above  four  or  five,  amongft  a 
great  number,  who  had  fenfe 
jind  courage  joined  together, 
4,  The  ravages  of  the  Normans ^ 
who,  by  defolating  France  for 
fourfcore    years   together,   af- 
'  forded  the  great  lords  an  op- 

;)ortunity  of  rendering  th?m- 
elvps  independent.  5.  The 
many  natural  children  ofCharle^^ 


SECT. 

occaiion  from  thence   to  tara 
the  eilatesy  given  for  their  fab- 
fiftence,  into'fo  many  principa- 
lities.   6.  The  facnleges  com- 
mitted by  thefe  princes,  if  the  * 
ecclefiadics  are  to  be  believed, 
in  rewarding  their  courtiers  and 
captains  with  the  pofief&OQS  of 
the  church.     7.  This  tree  not 
bearing  good  fruit>    fays  ^mX 
^hiflorian,  God  was  pleafed  to 
remove  it,   in  order   to  make 
way  for  another » infinitely  finer 
and  more  fertile,  which,  in  its 
duration,  fhall  extend  to  lateft 
ages,  and  fhall  fpread  its  gloiy 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth.     Tins 
is  a  pretty  bold  ftroke  for  an 
author,  who  difclaims   flattoy 
upon  all  occafions.    But  may 
we  not  add,  that  the  principal 
and  unavoidable  caui^.of  the 
fall  'of  this   hoafe,   was    the 
too  great  extent  of  that  eO' 
pire,  raifed  by  the  virtue  and 
valpur  of  Charles  the  Great  f 
It  is  true,  that  he  framed  the 
beil  and  mod  prudent  fchene 
that  could  poffibly  be  coiKrived 
for  preferving  his  dominions  tfl 
his  family,  \>f  weftin^  differ- 
ed 
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•         S  E  C  T.    VI. 

Tii  Reigns^  of  H^jgh  Capet,  Robert,  Henry  I. 
Philip  I.  Lewis  VI., /«r»tfw^^  the  Fat,  Lewis  VII. 
the  Young,  Philip  Auguftus,  Lewis  VIIL  Lewis 
IX.  Philip  the  Hardy,  Philip  the  Fair,  Lewis 
Hutin,  Philip  the  Long,  cr  the  Tall,  and  Charles 
the  Fair, 

THE  charafter  of  Hugh  Capet,  and  his  manner  of  coming  Accijffton 
to  the  crown,  appear  jn  very  different  Tights  in  the  e/" Hugh 
works  of  French  hiftorians.     Some  labour  to  extenuate  his  Capet, 
conduft  with  regard  to  the  duke  of  Lor  rain 'y  and'fome,  out^'^^^^^f*^ 
of  a  zeal  to  what  they  efteem  the  right  of  fucceffion,  treat  his  ^  *^^'^^ 
acceffion  to  the  crown  as  a  flagrant  ufurpation.     As  we  have  f^*'j^i^ 
no  authority  to  decide,  we  think  it  imprudent  to  enter  at  all  ^^-^-^^^ 
into  this  queftion,  farther  than  to  obferve,  th?it  the  third 
race  of  French  kings  fupplantcd  the  fecond,  as  the  fecond  did 
the  firft ;  and  that  there  was  a  great  refemblance  in  the  tem- 
per and  manners  of  Hugh  Capet  with  thofe  of  Pepin  the 
Short.    It  feems  that  Hugh  Capet  had  taken  his  meafures 
learly  and  efFeftually,  fince  in  a  few  days  he  caufed  himfelf  to    • 
be  proclaimed  king  at  N^on,  and  was  folemnly  crowned  at 
jRheims,  by  the  archbifliop  of  that  f^,  on  the  third  of  Jufy  «, 

'  Chron,  Centulenfe.    Aimon,  1.  v.    LeGekdre. 

^nt  kingdoms,  and  leaving  the  of  provinces  an  opportunity  to 

-people  to  the  enjoy  ment  of  their  eftablifh  family  interefts  in  them, 

own  laws  and  caftoms  i   but  to  make  fuch  alliances,  and  to 

providence  fet  this  afide,  in  a  form  fuch  conne£lions,as  hisfuc* 

great  meafure,  in  his  life-time ;  celTors  had  it  not  in  their  power 

and    the  weight  proving  too  to  remove,  and,  from  the  cir- 

beavy  forlusfon'slhoulders,  he  cumftances  of  their  afFairs,found 

was  reputed  a  weak  man,  not  it  frequently  their  intereft  to 

lb  much  through  his  own  want  promote.    Thus,   by  degrees, 

cf  ^abilities,  as  becaufe  he  was  the  conftitution  was  changed, 

not  equal  to  Charlemagne,    The  not  in  France  only,  but  in  Ger-* 

very  form  of  government  which  'many  and  Italy  ^  and  the  reft  oT 

he  inftituted,  tho' pcrfedly  wife  the  countries  poflefTed  by  the 

and  prudent  in  itfelf,  and  if  not  defcendants     of    Charlemagne^ 

the  only  one,  at  leaft  the  beft.  When  thefe  princes  were  extin- 

that  could  be  framed  for  fo  vaft  guiihed,  or  unable  to  maintain 

a   dominion,   made  way,  not-  themfelves,  the  fupreme  power 

withftanding,  for  all  the  incon-  became  fubjeft  to  eleftion ;  and 

veniences  that  followed*     The  thus  the  new  coiiftitution  be- 

jnaxim  of  that  emperor  to  make  came,  more  thbroaghly  fixed,  as 

^  deliberate  choice,  and  then  appears  from  the  ftate  in  which, 

not  to  change  the  minifters  he  we  find  this  kingdom  at  the  ex- 

eipployed,  gave  the  governors  tin^oaoftheC^r/o'i'/xr^/^/frace. 

Vs. 


ifc«JJ  rbe  mjiory  of  France:  B.  XJX. 

It  is  obferved  that  this  was  done  without  any  oppofition,  and 
that  nobody  ftirred  on  behalf  of  the  late  king's  uncle  Charles, 
the  laft  furvLving  prince  of  the  race  of  Charlemagne.     In  thU 
there  U  nothing  extraordinary,  nor  can  any  thing  be  con- 
cluded from  it.     Thofe  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  new 
ting  a/fifted  at  his  coronation  ;  but  there  were  many  great 
lords  who  did  not  approve  this  meafure,  who  for  this'rcafon 
did  not  affift  at  it  ^,  and  many  more  becaufe  they  had  not  time 
to  learn  the  news  of  Lewis's  death,  much  lefs  to  fettle  in  their 
own  minds  what  party  they  (hould  take  upon  this  occafion  f. 
As  for  the  king,  he  brought  moreftrength  to  the  crown  than 
he  received  fro;i]i  it,  fmce  the  duchy  of  France^  the  counties 
of  Paris  and  Qrleans,  were  in  his  own  hands,  the  rich  duchy 
of  Burgundy  in  thofe  of  his  brother  Henry,  and  his  bfother- 
in-la\y,  the  duke  of  Normandy,  clofely  attached  to  his  in- 
A.P  987.  ifireft  *^. .  Befides,  the  queen  dowager  Emma,  if  not  out  of 
regard  to  him,  yet  in  hatred  tp  CA^r/?/,  threw  what  weight 
(he  had  into  the  fcale  >  and  the  intereft  of  his  own  queen 
Adelaide,  who  was  a  princefs  of  high  birth  and  admirable 
qualities,  added  not  a  little  to  his  fecurity  *.     Befides,  as  we 
obferved,  bis  competitor  wa&  very  ill  beloved. 
Vhedukeof     CHARLES  of  Lorrain  might  probably  have  fucceeded  better 
Guienne  in  his  preteniions,  if  he  had  a£led  earlier,  or  if  he  had  taken 
re/u/es       the  precigiution  to  hav/2  brought  all  his  partjzans  tg  take'arm^ 
to  ackoiv'  at  once  ;  but  the  charafter  of  this  prince  was  a  certain  flow- 
iegethe      nefsiu  ail  his  motions,  and  a  want  of  timing  things  properly, 
ncHv  ktng,  rather  than  any  defedi  in  parts  or  in  courage.     While  he  de- 
tmt  $s        liberated,  therefore,  on  the  meafurcs  he  was  to  take,  the  new 
/?  ^^^»  yjjg  ^jj5  ^j.  liberty  to  proceed  as  he  ple^fed  againft  fuch  lords 
•  ^'     as  had  refufed  to  do  him  homage  ^     Amongft  thefe,  one  of 

thQ  mbft  cpnfiderable  was  William  duke  of  Guienne,  or,  as 
fome  iJile  hiiti,  of  Aquitaine,  againft  whom  he  marched  with 
an  army,  and  laid  fiege  to  Poitiers ;  but  being  informed  that 
the  duke  of  Lorrain  had,  by  the  afliftance  of  Herbert  count 
of  Troyes,  whofe  daughter  he  married,  aflembled  a  confidcr- 
able  army  in  Champagne,  he  raifed  the.  fiege,  and  refolved  to 
lofe  no  time  in  repaffing  the  Loire,  in  order  to  watch  the 
motions  of  his  competitor.  The  duke  of  Guienne,  -who  lay 
,  with  an  army  near  Poitiers,  endeavoured  to  cut  ofFhis  re- 
treat ;  when  the  king,  foUowipg  the  example  of  his  gf an4- 

*  Cod.  Gerb^rtj,  ep.  ^20.  Ad^maei  Chron.  P.  Daniel. 
^  Chron.  Centulenfe.  G!lab.  Hift.  fui  Jemporis.  Sigeberti 
Chron.  ^  Chronicon  Vetus.     Glab.  Hift.  fui  tempom. 

SiGEBERTi    Chron.  *   Chron*  Nangii.     Du  Tillet. 

Mezeray.  *"  Chron.  Malliac,    Apemar?  Chron.     P. 

Paniej-. 
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•ather,  difpofed  his  troops  in-order  of,  battle,-  and  attacked 
hofe  who  thought  to  have  fallen  upon  his  rear.     The  dif-      ' 
>ute  was  fiiort  but  bloody,  and  the  viftory  fo  ckariy  pn  the. 
dng's  fide,  that  the  duke  fubmitted  8.,    The  king,  who  was. 
I  man  of  good  temper  and  fagacity,  as  well  as  df  great  mo-? 
leration,  made  the  beft  ufe  of  this  gleam  of  prbfperity ;  and, 
a  an  aflembly  of  the  nobles,  JDropofed  the  aflbciation  of  his 
on  kobert ;  to  which  when  they  had  confented,  he  caufed. 
lim  to  be  crowned  wjth  great  ceremony,  upon  new-year's- 
lay,  at  Orleansy  by  the  hands  of  the  archbiihop  of  S^s,      ' 
irhom  tlie  late  viftory  had  brought  over  to  his  party  \    By 
his  aft,  having  fecured  the  crown  to  his  family,  he  never 
ifterwards  wore  the  royal  ornaments  himfelf,  or  affefted  any 
•^traordihafy  ftate  or  magnificence,  but  admi«iftred  public  ^  Dx88. 
iflairs  with  great  application,  and  with  fuch  an  appearance     *    "^ 
>f  modefl^,  juftice,  and  piety,  a$  recommended  him  highly 
to  his  fubjefts,  and  more  efp^cially  tp  the  clergy ;  to  whoni 
le  reftored  all  the  abbies  he  poflefled,  and  the  nobility  fol- 
lowed his  example, 

CharI'Es  in  the  mean  timebefieged,  and  made  hittifelf  Charles 
EXiafterof,  the^city  of  Laoriy  and,  which  perhaps  v/SLg  mort  takes  Ls^^ 
ftrelcome  to  him,  of  the  perfon  of  the  queen  dowager  Emma,  on  tfyfyr- 
and  of  the  biftiop  whom  he  had  reprefented  as  her  gallant  K  frixe,  uni 
The  king  advanced  with  a  numerous  army,  and  in  his  turn  ^fi'^' 
befieged  Charles  in  the  city  of  Laon.     The  fcverity  with  '^^^  ^^ 
^hich  that  prioce  treated  the  queen  and  the  bifliop,  by  com-  ^^L^^^r 
mitting  them  both  to  prifon,  had  a  bad  effeft  on  his  affairs  ;  RhcimJJ. 
for  the  court  oi-German^  interpofing  on  the  behalf  of  the  * 

Qiijcen,  and  the  prelates  in  favour  of.  the  biftipp,  without 
fuccefs,  became  his  enemies.  He  gave  himfelf  the  lefs  paia 
about  this,  fince,  by  a  well- condufted  fally,  he  cut  off  a 
great, part  of  his  competitor's  army,  and  obliged  him  to 
raife  the  fiege  ^,  The  king  thought  to  balance  this  lofs  by 
detaching  from  the  party  of  Charles  his  npphew  Amqutdy  the 
patural  fon  of  king  Lothairej  to  whom  he  offered  the  archr 
bifiioprick  of  Rheims,  which  w;^s  jufi:  become  vacant,  yir^ 
«d?ttW  accepted  it ;  repaired  immediately  to  the  king's  camp, 
put  in  hoftages,  and  not  only  fwore,  but  fubfcribed  an  oath 
of  .fidelity,  whjch  was  penned  on  purppfe  for  him.  Y(pt  he 
was  no  fooner  in  pofieffipn  of  the  fee  and  c}ty  pf  Rheims  th^n 
he  betrayed  it  to  Charles  ;  and  tho*  at  firft  he  took  the  pre- 
pautipn  of  being  made  prifpner,  as  if  he  had  been  aftually 

s  Ad^m.  Chrom   Du  TiiLET.   Mezbray,  ^  Glab.. 

Hiil.   fill  temporis.     pod.   Gerb.  cpift.   107.  Azmon,    I,  v. 

i  Sjgeb.  Chroo.  Cod.  Gerb»  epill.  119,  iso.  Le  Gekdris* 
Jp  SiG^B.CWbn.    Dy  Tu.j-|5T,    P.Daniel. 
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/  furprifed;  yet,  not  long  after,  he  threw  afide  all  diigiuk, 

,  and  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  uncle's  troops  ^.  The  Vks^ 
Qpott  this,  applied  to  the  pope ;  who  did  not  think  Ik  to 
interfere  till  he  faw  the  difpute  as  to  the  pofleflion  of  d» 
crown  determined  by  the  law  of  arms,  that  the  decrees  of  the 
church  might  be  on  the  fide  of  the  ftrongeft  «.     A  proceed- 

A»D^?9.  jng  that  favoured  rather  of  human  policy  than  fpiritual  infel- 
Ability. 

Laon  he-      The  king,  having  a  numerous  army,  difpofed  all  things » 

frayed  t9  y[  \^  intended  to  lay  fiege  to  Rheims  ;  and  Charles j  on  the 
t^'^^l   other  fide,  provided  in  the  beft  manner  he  could  for  the  de- 

^9  takes  ^^^^^  ^£  j^^     gjj^  ^j^^  j^jj^g^  jjgjj^g  iijformed  that  the  Kflwp 

Charles    ^^  Laoity  the  moft  plaufible  and  artful  man  of  his  time,  bad 
Ms  du^  '   obtained  his  liberty,  and  fome  degree  of  credit  With  Charki^ 
ri5f/G,«W  entered  into  an  intrigue  with  him,  and,  all  things  bciig 
archhijhop  properly  concerted,  began  his  march  as  if  he  intended  © 
-Arnould,  have  iiJVefted  Rheims^   but  turned  haftily  towards  X-aor, 
frifimrs.   which,  by  the  affiftance  of  that  perfidious  prelate,  he  fur- 
prifed^ and  made  prifoner  the  duke  of  Lorrain^  his  conibrt, 
and  the  archbirtiop  Arnould^  whorti  he  catifed  to  be  transferred 
to  Orkans^  where  they  were  clofely  confined  ".     This  pot 
an  end  to  the  difpute ;  for  all,  who  had  hitherto  adhered  to 
Charles^  readily  fubmitted,  and  did  homage  to   the  kings 
Hugh  and  Robert  •.    As  for  the  unfortunate  duke  of  Lorrm^ 
he  remained  a  prifoner  it  Orleans  as  long  as  he  lived,  togethe 
A.D.99x.with  hisduchefs.     His  fori  enjoyed  the  duchy  of  Lorrmt 
but  died  without  iflue  male,  and  in  him,  as  is  generally  be« 
lieved,  the  male  line  of  Charlemagne  was  extinft  p. 
pijlurh'        The  king,  finding  himfelf  now  firmly  fixed  in  the  throne, 
ances  in    refolved  to  proceed  againft  the  archbifhop  Arnould  \  and 
/•**//  with  this  view  called  a  council,  which  aflembled  at  an  abbey 
Iht^t'r    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Rheimsy  in  which  the  archbiftiop  of  Sens  pre* 
%'nould'^  fided  q.    The  prieft  was  produced  who  opened  the  gates  of 
etndad'  '  ^^  ^^Vl>  ^^^  ^^  depofed,  that  he  did  it  by  the  archbUhop's 
wanting    order,    Notwithftanding  this,  the  prefident  and  fome  of  the 
Gcrbert   prelates  were  not  inclined  to  condemn  him.    The  two  kings, 
to  the  fee    father  and  foft,  appeared  in  the  council,  for  which  the  arch- 
^Rome.  bifhop  of  Sens  reproved  them  openly ;  aflerting,  that  it  vm 
unbecoming  princes  to  influence  judges,  where  themfelTcs 
wcte  parties  ^    At  length  Arnould  fubfcribed  his  own  con- 

^  Gerbert.  apol.  pro  Rcmienfi  fynodo.         "Epift.  Hvoo. 
ad  Johannem  papam.  ^  SicEBEaxi  Chron.    Dupleix, 

IWezeray.  »   AiMON,    lib.  v.      Du   TilLet,     Li 

Gendtie.  •    ^  Du  TiLLET,    Mezeray,    Lb  Gendm. 
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FeiGon  and  degradation ;  and  upon  this  C^rberty  a  very  learned 
monk  of  RbeimSy  who  had  been  tutor  to  the  emperor  Ofh9 
and  the  young  king  Herbert,  was  elefted  into  the  fee. "  This, 
however,  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  affair ;  for  pope  John  the 
Jifteeath  fent  a  legate  into  France^  who  held  a  council  at 
JUor^oriy  where  all  was  unravelled'  again,  and  in  a  fccond 
council,  held  at  RhehnSf  Cerbert  was  depofed,  and  Jniould 
reftored,  merely  to  fupport  the  papal  power ;  for  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  afSgned  was,  that  the  depofition  of  Amotildw^s 
null,  as  being  without  the  confent  of  the  holy  fee ;  but, 
notwithftanding  this  decree,  the  king  kept  him  prtfoner  as 
long  as  he  lived',  beUeving  he  might  do  him  more  mifcfaief 
at  liberty  than  he  had  to  fear  from  the  pope. 

The  government  of  this  monarch  was  exa<f^!y  fnlted  to  the  Hiigli 
iltaation  of  his  affairs  j  he  had  ng  title  to  expeft  any  thing  Capet,  tm 
more  than  homage  from  the  great  lords  of  France^  and  it  ^^*'"  ^ 
does  not  appear  thai  he  fought  any  thing  more.     He  fuffcred A^*'^^^ 
them  to  make  war  upon  each  other,  as  fomc  have  fuggefted,  ^"i^' 
through  policy;  but,  in  reality,  becaufe  it  was 'out  of  his^J^'^*^^ 
power  to  reftrain  them,  as  appears  from  what  happened  up*  ^^y^^wj 
pn  his  interfering  when  the  count  of  Jnjcu,  one  of  his  own  omJ  ca»^ 
yaflals,  befieged  Tours  in  a.  private  quarrel.     He  fent  to  fe-tioM. 
q^ire  him  to  raife  the  fiege ;  which  he  refufed  :  the  perfon, 
who  carried  the  orders,  aTked  him  thereupon  who  made  him 
a  count  ?  Tell  your  matter,  faid  he,  the  fame  who  made  him^ 
a  king  ^     Thofe  who  afcribe  the  inftitotion  of  the  twelve 
peers  to  him,  Or  to  his  fon,  arc  miftaken  (A).     Paris  be« 

came 

•  AiMOK.  SiGEB.  Chron.  P.Daniel.  •  Giab.  HilL* 

fai  temporis.     DuTillit.    Le  Gend^e.  * 

( A)  We  have  faid  in  th«  text,  peers  in  the  reign  of  Hugh  Capa, 

that  ioch  as  refer  to  the  reign  and  in   that  of  CharUmagtu  ; 

of  Hugh  Capet  the  oieation  of  that  is,  the  ^  great  officers  of  the 

peerage  or  pecrdoms  in  France  crown,  the  governors  of  cities 

are  miftaken,  and  we  fay  fo,  be-  and  provinces,  the  biihops  and 

caafe  they  allege  no  authority,  abbots,  and,  in  fhort,  all  who 

ftnd  the  fa£l  is  in  itfelf  falfe  ;  were  fummoned  to  great  courts, 

but  thofe  who  carry  this  initi-  or  parliaments,  had  a  right  to 

*totion  as.  high  as  Charlemagne  be  tried  in  fuch  an  aflemby  for 

are  abfolutely  ridiculous,   and  any  crimes  of  which  they  were 

ground  their  notions  only  upon  fufpe^ed ;  and,  in  this  refpe^, 

lome  old  romances,  in  which  thofe  who  tried  them  wf  re  their 

fuch  ftories  arc  the  pure  effects  equals,  or  their  peers.    Of  this 

#f  ignorance.    Yet  th^re  were  we  have  various  inftanc^s,  par- 

'  ticularljr 
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came  the  feat  of  the  government,  flind  the  capital  of  the  moo- 
arcby,  in  Virtdc  6f  its  being  the  place  of  his  refidcnce,  and 

tic 


ticularty  tUt  of  TaJ^tbn,  duke 
of  Ba^varin  (6).  This  flisgcim  of 
being  tried  by  their  eqaals  ran 
throQgH  their  whole  govern- 
ment 'j  and  from  thence  it  was^ 
that,  in  Pitardy^  they  ftiled 
iiic\x  ]\xdi%t^  Paris  Bourgeoii.  Ic 
i$  alfo  true,  that  the  facceilbrs 
of  ttiefe  peers',  in  the  reign  of 
ChiBirlemapie^  were  thofe  who 
attained  t6  peerages,  when  they 
Came  to  be  dignified  £e/s  (7). 
It  is  commonly  faid,  but  it  is 
jiot  the  truer  for  that,  the  new 
kine  confirmed  all  the  great 
lords  in  their  eftates,  and  ren- 
dered them  hereditary. .  But  it 
Appears  very  doubtful,  whether 
thofe  lords  would  have  efteemed 
their  titles  much  the  better  fo^ 
tis  confirmxttioh ;  very  polfibly 
iiot;  for  tho*  it  is  onCertain 
whether  he  made  them  peers, 
it  is  very  certain  they  made  him 
king.  In  right  of  that  dignity 
he. demanded  homage,  which 
implied  an  obligation  to  the 
nfual  fervice$ ;  but  this  was  no 
ihore  than  they  had  yielded  to 
former  kings ;  fo  that  it  does 
not  appear  he  conferred,  or 
they  received,  any  thinp;  (S). 
But  that  we  may  not  feem  to 
pull  down  without  building  up, 
let  us  afTume  the  liberty  of  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  origin  of  all 
titles,  in  almoft  all  countries,  is 
a  fabjed  extremely  dark  ;  that 
prerogatives  and  eflates  com- 
monly follow  titles,  and  there- 
fore  it  is  an  eafy  miftake,  at  the 
diftance  of  many  ages,  to  fup- 

(6)  Pafquier^  Faucbet^  Corditnoy,  Lt  Gendrf,  .  (7^  t>ahourtur,  Faaciit, 

J.e  Getidre,  (8)    GUb,  Hift.  I.   ii.     AimtmHifi.   L  v.    Sigeberti  Cbrm. 

(9)  Se/d(rt*s  Titles  0/ Honour ,  p.  412.     Fattfi,  f^tgmer.  (ij  Lmk^Mftkfj 

Favirtf' Le  Gtndrf^  [%)  Pafquitr,  Labsurtur,  Le  Gitttiv* 
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pofe  them  ef  eqaz!  date.  We 
conclude  from  thence,  that  it  is 
fcarce  poffible  to  afGgti  exa£^ 
the  origin  of  peerages  ;  hot  is 
fbi;  tfa^  eUablifhment  of  eke 
tvrelve  pee^rs  of  France^  that 
goes  no  higher  than  the  cort>. 
nation  of  Philip  jfugufius  {9). 
We  have  obferved  in  the  text, 
that  the  great  lords,  vrho  heW 
immediately  of  the  cr6wn,  had 
an  inferior  clafs  of  nobi%. 
who  held  of  them,  and  diefe 
were  peer$  to  each  other,  afid 
>vcre  ftiled  the  peers,  not  of  the 
kingdom,  but  of  the  fief  to 
which  they  belonged;  thus  we 
find  peers  of  Champagne^  wto 
held  of  the  counts.-  In  pont 
oi  titles  they  were  not  Very  ex- 
a^,  fince  many  of  the  Va£ds 
of  counts  were  counts  ;  andtf 
for  the  tide  6f  Karon,  it  wis 
common  to  aU  nobility,  or  ra- 
the^ it  jmplied  nobility^  for, 
taking  them  in  grofs,  they  wd^e 
ftiled  the  barons  of  France  (1). 
But  in  procefs  of  time,  when 
nobility  multiplied,  this  le- 
ihained  a  ferrate  title  to'  tbWfe 
who  had  none  higher  (2).  But 
tho'  the  great  lord^  had  feeaiar 
peers,  who  held  of  them,  yet' 
we  do  not  £nd  that jthey  had 
any  ecclefiaftical  peers,  as  the 
king  had ;  and  to  put  an  esd 
to  this  fubjeft  here;  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  as  the  pre-emin- 
ence of  the  king  over  his  pcen 
was  ftiled  fovereignty,  fo  that 
of  the  great  lords  over  their 
vaftals  ivas  ftiled  fnzeranity,  t 
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jjthe  principal  city  of  his  hereditary  eftates.  He  fortified  feve- 
Tal  places,  under  various  pretences  ;  iind  particularly,  under 
colour  of  preventing  the  defcents  of  the  Normans ,  he  efta- 
bli(hed  Jbbeville,  and  made  it  a  place  of  arms  ".  He  con- 
dufted  all  things  with  order  and  circumfpecSion,  aud  had 
the  fingular  honour  of  eftabliftiing  a  new  family^  and  in  fomc  x 
Aieafure  a  hew  form  of  government^  without  any  remarkable 
circumftances  of  violence,  and  without  fhedding  blood.  He 
expired  on  the  24th  of  OdloBer,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord 
997,  in  the  57th  year  .of  his  age,  and  in  the  8th  of  hii 
reign  "",  leaving  his  dominions  in  pcrfeft  quiet,  and  his  fon 
in  the  peaceable  pofleiRon  of  the  crown,  by  the  precaution  he 
jfiad  taken  of  affociating  him  when,  he  was  very  young,  and 
ihewing  him  to  the  people  upon  all  6ccaiions,  with  thofe 
enfigns  of  regal  dignity,  from  tjie  ufe  of  which  be  abftained^ 
Some  have  fuggeft'ed,  that  his  motive  to  this  was  areveiation, 
that  the  crown  Ihould  remain  in  -his  family  but  for  a  certaiil 
number  of  defcents ;  and  that,  by  this  artifice,  he  fought  to 
render  his  own  and  his  fon's  reign  but  one  ^.  A  npfion  ver^ 
fuitable  to  a  monkifti  chronicle,  bur  very  unlikely  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  fo  wife  and  prudent  a  man.  I'he  plain  rea- 
fon  wis,  he  ^new  how  to  n^amtain  his  own  dignity  by  hi^ 
power,  and  was  therefore  dcfirous,  that  the  enllgns  of  it 
inight  rfecommcnd  his  fon  to  the  public  veneration,  till  be 
iliould  be  able  to  eftablifh  it  on  the  better  bafis-  of  feis  ac* 
tions  y.  His  corpfe  was  interred  rather  with  decency  than 
fplendbuF,  in  the  church  of  tht  abbey  of  St.  Denis  *  (B). 

RoBmio: 

"  AiMON  Hift.  1.  V.  SiGEBKRTi  Chronlcori. .  P.  Daniel, 
"^  Chronicon  Befuenfe.  Glab.  Hift.  fui  temp.  DuPLEiXy 
5^  LeGend.    Concil,  Gall.    Dupleix;  x  Chron.  CentuL 

DuPLEix^  Le  Gendrev     *  Glab. Hift*  fai  temp.  SioeberTI 
Chran.  Le  Gend. 

term,  fays  a  French  lawyer,  as  the  trench  call  La  main  dejuf*' 

barbarous  as  the  fuperiority  it  tice  ;  i.  c.   the  hand  ofjuftice  i 

cxpreiied  {3).  But,  barbarotrs  as  which  is  a  kind  of  fcepter,  with 

it  is,  it  is  a  circumftance  of  a  little  ivory  hand  at  the  top ; 

importance  to  hiftory,  that  it  and  in  his  left  a  globe  ;  on  hi» 

ihould  be  defined  and  known.  head  a  crown  ornamented  with 

(B)  This   monarch  appears  flowers  ;   the  inffcription  thus, 

on  his  great  feal,  with,  ftiort  Hugo  Dei  fn-fericor did  Francorum 

hair,  and  a  long  forked  beard.  Rex  {4).     His  proper  charadlef 

In  his  right  hand  he  holds  what  w^s  that  of  an  ab)e  f  olitieianj^ 

. .  (j)  VOyftaudes  Seigneuria,  Qc,  (4)  Hift9ire  de  meeurs  fij  cmtumn  dn 

trammi^  far  X4  Gmda* 


-  ^yi   •  Tie  BJitny  df  France.         '  B.  XX 

Robert         koBEUT,  when  he  came  to  govern  the  kii^dom  oIol. 
mccedes  to  was  la  the  twenty-feventh  year  oF bis  age,  and  poffeffed,  iu « 


who  knew  very  well  how  to 
fpread  a  (pecioas  colouring  o- 
ver  the  tnt^%  of  his  ambition. 
And  to  fet  proper  bounds  to  his 
own  greatnefs,  by  the  exercife 
of  a  fpirit  of  moderation.  '  He 
fixed  himfelf  upon  the  throne^ 
and  entailed  the  crown  upon  his 
pofterity  by  recommending  him- 
felf to  all  ranks  and  conditions, 
by  feeming  to  prefer  their  in- 
tercfts  to  his  own  (5J.  We 
have  (hewn  by  what  means  he 
gained  the  elergy,  to  which  we 
may  add,, that  he  carried  his 
piety,  or  ap(>earance  of  piety^ 
lo  high,  that  he  conVertoi  the 
palace,  in  which  he  dwelt^  into 
a  church,  which  is  that  of  St. 
^artholomenu  at  Paris  (6).  He 
indulged  the  great  lords  in  a 
degree  of  freedom  that  bordered 

upon  independency  ;  but,  by 
taking  little  or  no  fhare  in  their 
quarrels,   he    maintained    the 

jftrengthof  his  own  territories 

entire^  while  they  were  daily 

weakening  each  othen     As  he 

affeded  great  modeily  in  his 

behaviour,  and  great  fimplicity 

of  manners,  fo  an  exa6t  regu- 
,    larity  was  obferved  in  his  court, 

and  his  finances  managed  with 

fuch  frugality,  that  his  fubjedls 

were  much  more  at  eafe  f^han 
•their  neighbours  (7).  This  con* 

dudl,  which  induced  the  nobi- 
lity to  think  him  a  mild  and  pa- 

cific  man,    and  to  frame,  in 

which  they  were  not  miftaken, 

the  fame  notion  of  his  fon, 

brought  about  that  great  point 

bf  confenting  to  crown  him  in 

his  life- time»  which  he  left  as  a 

(5)  Psfyuier,    Lt  Gendrt,    SeuIanvUliert,  (6)  P,  Mmih    Antiv^ 

Paris,    Le  Gendre.  (7)  Glab.  Uift,  Jut  imp,  i})  ^^xSl 

jMextray.    P,  Dtniet.  (fj  ^mon,  M0.  lih.  ▼.  rt)  ***' 

P.  Danitt,  (zj  m^galim  -  (l)  Belgaldut,  im  mk^  Mttti  W* 


fecret  of  Hate  to  hispofleri-.v 

(8).  .  As  to   his   furnaroe  u[  j 

Capet t  it  is  but  very  indiirerni.   i 

ly  explained ;  but  undci  )tp^;)r 

it  was  what  we  now  ftilea  nick- 

name,  iignifying  literally  jolter 

head,    metaphorically  a  wrik 

or  an  obftinate  man.    In  tin 

firft  of  thefe  feniea  it  was  ap« 

plied  to  Charles,  who  is  geli^ 

rally  diled  the  Simple^  and  pep 

haps  in  the  latter  to  this  prince 

in  nis  youth  (9) .     He  had  only 

one  confort,  Adelaide^  who  is 

generally  faid  to  be  the  daugi- 

ter  of  William  Tefte  d*Etetf(it 

that  is  Mop-pafe,  from  his  bar* 

ing.  white  hair,  count  of  ?«• 

Hersi  and  duke  of  Guieane,  or 

Aquitaine:  but  of  this  theicii 

fome  reafon  to  doubt,  Uncethl 

brother  of  this  prinCefs,"fi]p' 

pofmg  her  fo  defcended,  was 

the  very  duke  who  took  anus 

in  fiivour  of  C>&^/f J,  andwhoi 

Hugh  Capet,  iiv  the  firft  year  of 

his  reign»  fubdued  (i).    Tk 

writer  of  his  fon's  life,  wbQ 

lived  in  thofe  times,  fays  «- 

prefsly  (he  was  an  Ita&M  (2)* 

By  her  he.  had  Robgrt  his  foe* 

ceiTor,   and    three    daaghtarst 

HadiAjige^  who  efpoufed  Rai» 

IV.  count  of  Haifiault,  and  rf 

terwards  Hugb^  count  of  DeJ' 

b^urgi  Aiicti  who  married  tin 

count  of  Nevers,  and  Gilltm 

who  became   the  coofbit  of 

Huffh^  lord  of  Abhevilh*   H( 

had  alfo  a  natural  fon  Q^^ 

who  was  afterwards  archhiibf 

of  Bourges,  and  amza  of  leaia* 

ing>  piety,  and  virtue  (3). 


ircry  high  dl^grce  of  perfcdtion,  dl  the  graces  of  body  withe  tbronei 
mind,  which  rendered  him  univerjlally  beloTcd.    He  perfift-^w^iw/// 
ed  ftcadily  in  the  purfnit  of  his  father's  maxials,  and  afted,  'wMgreat 
in  all  public  or  private  concern,  with  the  greateft  mildnefs  ^''^^^^*^.  ^' 
md  nioderatioil.    It  niuft  fecm  JJrange  th^t,  after  alLthis,^'''''^'' 
the  very  firft  year  Of  his  reign  e±hibited  a  fcpncof  the  highefl:**^'^'^*^'* 
trouble  and  confttfion.    He  had  married^  in  his  father's  life- 
kime.  Bertha,  thefifterof  Rodolph,  king  oi  Burgundy,  and 
the  widow  oi  Etuks,  count  of  B/ois,  a  diftant  relation  of  his 
fether's»  and  to  one  of  his  children  iJo^^rt  hinxfelf  had  befen 
fponfor  ■.     The  pope  attacked  this  marriage,  and  RoB^rt  ufed 
fcvcry  ekpedietit  to  appeafe  him;    'the  match  was  jnerply 
political^  and  the  que^n  without  either  youth  dr  beauty  to 
tecommend  her;  yet  he  (hewed  the  utmoA  unwiUingnefs 
to  part  with  her,  out  of  regard  to  his  own  intereft.     The 

Bpe  was  nephe^  to  the  emperor  Otho  III.  and  valued  him- 
f  extremely  on  maintaining  the  dignity  of  his  fee.  He  ha4 
direded  that  Arnold  Ihould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  reftored 
to  his  archbiOiOprick ;  the  qtieen  dbwager,  and  the  queen  con- 
ibrt,  believing  that  dbndefcenfion  in  this  pdnt  ihlght  render 
the  pope  more  compliant  in  the  bufihefs  6f  his  marriage^ 
prevailed  upon  the  king  to  do  what  his  fether  would  never 
have  done,  that  is,  to  releafe  Jmould,  and  place  him  upori 
the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Rheims  ^.  Gerbert,  who  faw  . 
himfelf  not  only  deprived  df  his  fee,  but  alfo  of  the  epifcopal 
thara&er,  retired  to  the  court  df  his  pthcfr  pupil  the  emperor 
©rAo,  by  whom  he  was  prcfently  made  archbiihop  df  Raven* 
ftai  and  in  that  capacity  allifted  at  a  council  held  the  next 
year  at  JftnTie,  in  which  the  marriage  of  king  Robert  with  his  , 
^ueen  Bertha  vrzs  declared  null,  the  prelate  excomiptnicated 
ivHo  married  them,  and  the  king  commanded  to  leave  her; 
and  to  fqbmlt  to  feven  years  penance,  under  pain  of  excom-  ' 

Inunication.  The  king,  however,  perfifted  in  keeping  his 
Vife;  and,  having  thereby  incurred  the  excommunication^ 
was  abandoned,  not  only  by  fhe  prelates  and  dobility,  bttt 
alfo  by  his  menial  fervants,  except  two,  who  threw  the  rc- 
inains  of  what  was  eaten  by  the  king  dtid  qileen  to  the  dogs^ 
and  the  veflels  out  of  which  they  eat  into  the  fire ;  the  pre- 
vailing notion  df  thofe  tinies  bemg  that  they  polluted  thoie- 
<vho  ufed  them.  But,  at  length,  the  clamour  df  the  people 
(an  interdiA  being  fpread  through  the  kicigdom)' compelled 
«him  to  part  liHth  Bgrtia,  w^bo,  0ot:withffandii]^,  prelbrvea 

**Glai»'.'  Hii^.  fuf  temp/    Cdncil.  Rdhian,  torn.  ijf.      Ti 
BamiXn,  lib;  ep.  i  j.  ^  A<M9K>  Hlft.  lik  v.    P.  I>A« 

UiAH,  lib.  iu 
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474  ^^  ^ifi^  «/  France^  B.Xrfi 

the  title  and  the  ft^te  of  a  queen  during  her  life,  and  vm 
much  rdgirded  for  her  wifdom  and  magnanimity  c. 
T^i  king       The  remark  which  fome  of  the  French  hiftorians  ha?t 
narru4  a  made,  that  if  he  had  held  out  a  little  longer  he  might  have 
/ecdnii  timehved  his  queen,  fince,  upon  the  death  of  Gregory  V.  Ggr- 
Conllan-  iert  afcended  the  papal  throne,  by  the  name  oi  Sylv^Jler  Jl 
iiz^daugh'  feems  to  be  erroneous ;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  it  appears  that 
^J^*°^^^'Gerbert^  'wYiilt  archbifhop  of  Ravenna^  fubfcribed  nexttotlx 
*"J  Y*"'pope  for  annulling  this  marriage,  and  was  thereby  even  with 
^     '  *'  the  two  queens,  who  perfuaded  .the  king  to  give  up  his 
caufe  <J.     After  he  became  pope,  he  confirmed  ArndiM  ia 
the  fee  of  Rheims^  and  (hewed  no  great  kindnefs  to  king 
Robert;  who,  finding  himfelf  without  heirs,  thought  fit  to 
efpoufe  Gonjlance^    the  wife   of  IVilliam  count  of  ArleSfi 
pdncefe  of  exqiiifite  beauty,  and.  of  a  lively  undcrftandiog, 
but  fo haughty,  avaricious,  and  infolent,  that  the  kinghardl; j 
enjoyed  a  quiet  hour  after  contrafting  this  marriage.    Ewh^ 
the  fecond  count  of  Brie  and  Ghampagne^  having  accumulated, 
by  defcent  and  marriage,  large  eftatcs,  procured  the  town  of 
-  Melun  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  bribing  the  governor,  aod 
pretending  to  be  in  love  with  his  wife  •.     The  nobleman » 
whom  it  belonged  applied  himfelf  immediately  to  the  kug 
for  juftice ;  for  which  reafon  the  monarch  went  himfelf  to 
the  fiege,  and  having  obliged  the  place  to  furrender,  hangej. 
up  the  governor  on  the  walls.    He  afterwards  condefcended. 
to  zQ:  as  an  umpire  between  this  lord  and  his  own  ally  the 
duke  of  Normandy y  and  fettled  a  peace  between  them  a , 
very  moderate  terms,  and .  with  which  both   parties  vert 
exceedingly  well  fatisfied  \  I 

My  ihe         Henry,  duke  of  Burgundy y  the  king's  uncle,  dying  with* , 
•iieatb  of    out  lawful  ifTue,  his  territories  fell,  either  by  defcent,  of  bf.; 
theJuke  of  yfiW^  to  the  king ;  but,  before  he  could  enter  into  poffcfliog,j 
Borgon-    there  flarted  up  two  claimants.    The  fifft  of  thefe  was  ft^fa, 
,^?'»  '^     natural  fon  to  the  deceafed  duke,  who  bequeathed  him  the 
t^n   t'hat^^^^^  of  Beauvois;  the  other  was  Otho-fVilliam,  countoiBw'] 
ricl>duc^y.$}^^^y^  ^^^  fon  of  the  duchefs-dowagcr  of  Burgundy  ^  h'j\^ 
'      lirft  huiband,  who  pretended  to  be  adopted  by  diXxktHefaj] 
and  the  people,  who  were  defirous  of  having  an  independoK ' 
prince,  ftiewed  a  great  inclination  to  fupport  his  claim;  and 
feveral  great  lords,   but  more  efpe.cially  Budes^  count  rf, 
Chajnpagne^  encouraged  and  affifted  him  6.     The  war  fcb- 
fiftedfor  feveral  years ;  and  therqis  fome  reafon  to  doubt, 

«  Glab.   Hift.  fui  temp.       Ls  Gjendrb.      P*  Danfu. 
*  Chronicon  Florian,  «  Aimon,  Hift.  lib.  v.       '  G«' 

LiELM,  Gemsticens,  «  Sigebert,  Chroft. 

vie* 


whether  the  king  could  have  carried  his  point  or  not,  with- 
out the  afliftance  of  the  duke  of  Normandy  f  who  led  in  perfoa 
an  army  of  twenty-two  thoufand  men  into  Burgundy. .  Eudes^ 
his  nephew,  compromifed  matters  with  the  king,  who  con« 
firmed  to  him  what  his  fsither  had  given  him  by  will;  and 
this  facilitated  the  reduAion  of  the  country^  with  which  tha 
king  thought  fit  to  invcft  his  fccond  fon  Henry ,  that  he  might 
gratify  the ,  people  in  their  defire  of.  having  a  prince  of  their 
own,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pleafe  the  great  lords,  who  • 
were  jealous  of  feeing  fo  great  a  fief  uixitcd  to  the  crown  \ 
The  ending  of  this  war  gave  the  king  great  fatisfa<5i:ion,  for 
he  loved  peace,  and  fludied  to  pf eferve  it  by  all  methods 
poffible.  His  houftiold  aiid  his  court  were  kept  in  the  moft 
exaft  order  :  he  ailifted  regularly  and  frequently  in  his  robes 
at  chapel,  and  at  churches  on  the  great  f^s:  hecompofed 
mafic  for  the  choir,  and  fome  of  his  reiponfes  and  hymns 
flill  find  a  place  in  t{ie  public  offices  of  the  GaJJkan  church*  x 
In  fhort,  he  was,  in  every  refpe£l>  a  moft  incomparable 
prince,  except  that  he  was  too  fubmifiive  as  a  ^ufband,  to 
a  woman  who  did  not  underftand  either  her  duty  s^  a  >Vlfe^ 
or  her  intereft  as  a  queen  ^ 

She  follicited  her  huiband  to  aflbciate  liis  fon  id  the  go-Tie  iif^ 
yerament,  tho'  he  was  then  but  in  the  feventeenth  year  oif  ^aWi/ 
hisagej  mdi  Robert^  who  had  agrcattendernefs  forhischil-^"  ^^ft 
drea,  cameihto  it  without  mUch  difficulty,  being,,  4n  a  greatA*  Hugh 
mcafure,  fwayed  by  the  example  of  his  father  ^.     Some  of '^  '^^ 
iiis  minifters  laboured  all  they  could  to  prevtnt  it,  by  repre-  '^''^^'^     •: 
fenting  to  him,  that  he  had  not  the  fame  motives  which  his 
lather  had ;  and  that  the  true  reaibii  which  induced  the  queen 
to  prefs  it  fo  earneftly  w^Si  that,  in  cafe  of  his  demife,  fhe 
might  govern  in  the  pame  of  the  young  prince '.     The  king 
hefitated  a  littk  upon  this;  but  the  queen  bore  ^li^lth  impa- 
tience this  delay,  an(}  the  king  was  at  laft  forced  to  com- 
ply, as  not  knowing  how  to  deal  with  a  wqn^an,  who  taking   . 
offence  at  one  of  his  minifters  who  oppofed  her  defigns, 
caufed  him  to  be  afTaffinated  in  his  matter's  prefence.     Thd 
point  once  fettled,  the  king  propofcd.  it  irt  an  affembly  of    A.D. 
the  nobility  and  prelate^,  who,  out  of  rcfpeS  to  him,  coU'^     xoit* 
fcnted,  and  prince  Hugh  was  folemnly  crowned,  thprnh  the 
miniflers, .  as  far  sis  they  durft,  exprefied  a  great  apprehen-    .    ^ 
lion  of  the  event  \  ' 

*  Glab.  Hift-  /uitemp.  ^  Aim6n,  Hift.  lib.  v.     P. 

Daniel.  ^  Dupleix.     Li  Gendrb  ^  Aimon. 
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t^^  i^  Hijlory  >of  Prawe:  B.  Xff, 

Jn  infur*      Theue  happened,  in  different  pufrcs  of -the  kingdom,  par- 

region      ricukr  wars  between  -the  great  Vaflals  of -the  crown,  of  which 

^  bead.dhy  accoatits  tire  prefei^ed  in  the  hiftories  of  thofc  provinces 

the  young  ^yhich  w^re  int^refted  in  them :  bilt,  as  the  king  took  fitdc 

^^Hugh^j..jjQ  fljaj.^  in  them,  ^except  againft  Eudesy  count  of  flo- 

l^£l ''  P.^^^^^  whom  he  would  ha:ve  hindered  frddi  reaping  thefuc- 

jl^'^^jf'^^'ctSiqno(  Stephen,  count  of  Troy es  znd  Meaux,  bntfeiledii 

it,  we  fliall  take  no  notice  of  them  ".     Upon  the  report  of 

fome  herefies,  refembling  that  of  the  Matiichees,  the  ^ 

who  was  irery  lealous,  called  a  council  to  examine  intotw 

matter,  which  was  lield  at  Orleans,  wh^refome  priefc-woi 

burnt  alive;  the -king  and  queen,  fuch  was  the  religion  rf 

thofe  times,  being  prefent.     The  fame  year  the  young  idB{ 

Hugh  withdrew  from  court,  with  fome  noblemen  of  his  ow 

ige,  and  was  guilty  of  fome  diforders.     He  complained  te 

hiy  mother  behaved  towards  him  with  infupportablearrogafioei 

atid  kept  him  to-fo  (hort  an  allowance,  that  he  wasonik 

'    ^  to  fupport  his  dignity  o.     The  queen  was  for  reducing  iff 

fon  by  fprce,  which  rtight  have  been  eafily  done,  a«  noocrf 

the  neighbouring  -potentates  gave  him  any  countenance;  te 

the  kipgwas  not  at  all  of  that  mind:  he  knew  there v» 

fotnefduttdation  for  his  fon's  complaints;  and  having aflind 

him  of  his  pardon,  and  a  proper  allowance,  the  young  mi 

very  readily  returned  to  his  duty,  and  never  d,eparted  fiw 

it  afterwards.    Some  fay  he  granted  him  a  larger  meafurerf 

authority  than  before  p. 

The  king       Hekuy,  king  of  Germany^  had  been  involved  in  a  lo< 

^cfufes  tbt  difpute  with  the  count  of  Flanders  and  fome  lords  <£Unm^ 

tronvn  of  ^{jich,  at  length,  it  was  agreed  (hould  be  left  to  Ac  a* 

^wi'the^^  tratbn  of  the  king  -of  France.     In  order  to  this,  thcfc  tw 

^^^^J^^great  princes  had  an  interview  on  the  banks  of  the  V^ 

Italy.       -As  all  meetings  of  this  kind  are  commonly  perplexed  ww 

difputes  about  ceremonies,  tlie-interview  was  very  nearbe* 

ing  poftponed  on  that  account;  but  Henry,  who  was  lb 

good  a  princc'that  he  hadobtained  the  furname  of  Sainttpt' 

ferred  bufmefs  to  forms,  and  paffing  the  river  early  one 

morning,  furprized-king  Robert  in  his  apartment  ^,   After 

this'  thofe |>tirices  faiv  each  other  as  friends,,  and,  withpnt  iij 

■ftatc  or  ceremony  at  all,  fettled  the  affair  on  which  theyiDfl;: 

;to  the  fatisfitAion  of  all  .parties  concerned,  and  parted  viA 

great  regret.     They  had  agreed  to  go  into  Italy  together 

\n  order  to  oblige  pope  Boniface  VIII.    to  cx)nfent  to  or- 

taia  ternis,  which 'they  held  it  qeceflkry  to  preicribc.    tte 

>  GtAB.  Hift.  fal  tempi  *  Lk  Genokb.    Chaloxk 

f  fiODOARD  Chronicoiu  t  Mszsaav.     F.  Daiiiu. 


Icath  of  the  pope  preveated  thai  journej^  aml.th&  yeigr  next 
fear  N^nry  himfelf  ^ed.  He  was  fijicceeded  ia  his-hefedi- 
bary  dommionSy  ^od  the  kiBgdom  of  Gemtofry^,  by.  Conrade, 
:^uke  oflVorms^  who  expe^Jted  lik^wifo  to  be  received  as  king 
dF  Italy,  and  toi  be  honoui^d  with  the  imperial  dl^em  ^v. 
To  this,  however,  many  of  6h&  priaces  and  prelates  of  Italy 
u/ere.  by  no  means  inclined :  they  wei;^  become  weary  of  Ger^ 
man  mafters,  and  had  a  mind  to  try  what  market  they  could  ' 
make  in  fome 'other  court ;  ati^,  with  this  view>  they  fent 
deputies  to  ofifer  the  imperial  cro^n,  an4  the  kingdom  o^ 
Italy y  to  the  king  of  Brance^  foi:  himfelf  or  for  his  ioa.  Bu| 
Robert,  very  wifely  confideriog  that  this  muftof  neceffity  ia- 
rolve  him  in  a  war  with  Conrade;  that  the  Italians  were  na» 
turally  veiry  inconftant;  and  that  fettled  peace,  and  the  moft 
^rfeA  efteem  of  all  his  neighbours,  wocild  be  very  ill  ex*  . .  jx 
changed  for  an  uncertain  dominion  and  a  pompous  title,  he  ^^^ 
4ifinifled  the  deputies,  a^  declined  their  oflfen     His  fub-^  ^* 

jefls  In  particular,  and  Europe  in  geaeral, .  were  quickly* 
convinced  that  he  had  formed  a  true  notion  of  things,  and 
judged  right ;  for  WUlianif  duke  of  Guienne^  who  was  both 
a  "Wife  and  a  powerful  prince,  having  accepted  this  propofal, 
the  greater  part"  of  thofe  who  made  it  deferted  him  pn  tho 
fycfk  appearance  of  Conrade,  who,  partly  by  addrefs,  an4 
piurtly  by  force  of  arms,  c^tsuned  all  that  he  ibuglu,  and 
fibcured  to  himfelf  the  kiagd^iqi  of  Italy;  in  coofequeuce.  ofi 
ivhich  pope  John  XIX.^  i^ecd  the  impciisd  crown  upon  his^ 
head.    Robert  was  indeed  inclined  to  have  taken  <the  ad-  ' 

vantage  of  thofe  difputcs  to  recover  the  kingdom  of  LorrMng, 
OT  at  leaft  the  homage  of  the  princes  who  held  it ;  but  find- 
ing this  could  not  be  done  without  a  war,  and  perceiving  that 
byv  his  late  fuccefe  Conrade  was  become  very  powerful,  hm 
very  prudently  declined  it  ^ 

The  year  following  proved  unfortunate  to  the  king,  itiThi  difir- 
the  lofs  of  his  eldeft  fon   Hugh,    aflbciated  with  him  in  d^rs  in  h's 
die  fovcreignty,  who  died  in  the  fiower  j>f  his  2ge,  and-^^^'^' 
when  he  was  become  both  obedient    and  affifting  to  his  f^-^    f*% 
ther  ^     The  kingappeared  very  much  chagrined,  but  tlie^^^  ^^ 
queen  fliewed  but  very  little  concern.     Robert,  as  foon  as  he^crt. 
had  recovered  the  free  ufe  of  hi«  thoughts,  inclined  to  aflb- 
ciate  Henry,  who  was  now  become  his  eldeft  fon,  which  his 
mother  oppofed  wlfli  equal  heat  and  obftinacy;  fo  that  it 
excited  two  fa£Sons  at  court ;  many,  to  gain  the  queen's  fa-' 
vour,  and  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  king  would  yield  at 

'  MAitiANxrs    ScoTus.  •AiMON,^Hift.    lib.   v, 

}  Glab.  Hift*  fui  tepsp.  lib.  v. 
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Uft,  declaring  in  behalf  of  the  younger  fon  Rdbert  ».  Bm 
th\s  major  part  of  the  nobility  adhering  to  Henry,  and  the 
king,  contrary  to  expeSation,  remaining  firm,  the  5pieen 
changed  her  battery,  and  perfuaded  him  to  adopt  neidiav 
in  hopes,  if  fhe  funrivcd  him,  to  place  her  own  faToorite 
lipon  the  throne.  The  king  penetrated  her  fchaBe,.aai 
therefore,  without  paying  any  deference  to  her  couniels,  -$86- 
ciated,  with  the  ad^ce  of  hk  parliament/  his  eldeft  innrhr- 
ing  fon  Henry  w.  Queen  Confiance,  proiroked  in  the  higfaeft 
degree,  endeavoured  to  inflame  her  fon  Rbbert,  and  ta  cm- 
barrafs-  him  with  his  brother.  In  which,  not  finding  turn 
fo  ready  as  (he  expeded,  the  afiedion  (he  had  hidurto 
'  {hewn  him  turned  into  hatred,  and  (he  perfecuted  them  both 
to  fuch  a  d^ee,  that  they  retired  from  court,  and  took  up 
..  ^  arms,  not  fo  much  with  an  ambitious  view  to  diftorb  the 
1026'  ^*^^»  ^  *^^  *^y  might  obtun  fome  places  in  which  they 
"'  might  five  quiet.  At  length  »,  however,  die  flame  roie  fo  high, 
that  the  lung  was  obliged  to  raife  an  army  and  march  agaiaft 
liis  fons  into  Burgtmdy.  An  abbot  interpoied,  with  which 
the  king  was  not  at  all  difpleafed ;  and,  having  reprefented 
to  him  that  the  young  princes  did  not  mean  to  refill  his  ao- 
thority,  but  merely  to  obtain  a  fubflftence,  he  admitted  then 
to  his  prcfencc,  and  compromlfed  things  to  their  fktlsfi»Sioii, 
employing  his  forces  to  reduce  fome  lords  of  Burgundy,  who 
had  taken  the  opportunity  of  thefe  troubles  to  raife  fbrtreffes 
on  thdr  eftates,  which  the  king  would  not  endure  y.  & 
left  theeleftions  of  bifliops,  in  general,  free:  but  finding  it 
abfolutely  neceflary,  for  the  fafety  of  his  government,  to 
have  a  prelate  he*  cotild  depend  on  at  Langres,  he  named  a 
bUhop,  whom  the  monks  thought  fit  to  poifen  ;  upon  which 
he  appointed  another,  and  fent  his  (on  Henry  to  fee  him  ia- 
ftalled:  an4  it  was  while  the  young  prince  was  thus  em- 
ployed, that  the  king  breathed  his  laft  at  Melun,  on  the 
aoth  of  Jtdy,  when  he  had  reigned  thirty-three,  and  iiwd 
^bout  threefcore  years  '.  There  is  not  any  monarch  in  die 
Ftfnch  hiftory  more  generally  or  more  highly  commended,  or 
on  whc^e  death  the  lamentations  of  all  ranks  of  people  were 
louder  6r  more  ftncere.  The  monks  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  nation,  when  they  ^.t^ortA,  him  in  thefe  wordsi 
i*  We  have  loft  a  father  who  governed  us  in  peace ;  we  lived 
f '  under  Iiim  in  fecurity,  for  he  did  not  opprefs  or  fiifier  op> 
i*  preffion;  we  lov^  him,  and  there  was  nobody  whom  wo 

^  Helg ALDU9  in  vita  Hoberti  Regis.         ^  Qlab.  Hift.  foi 
femp.    AiMoif.  '  Glab.  Hift.  faitemp.  ^  Chroa. 

^EiufiNss.        .  f  X'l'AB.  Hift.  foitemp* 
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•*  feared."    He  maintained  his  6wn  authority  amoagft'  the     - 
nbbllity,  by  lufFering  them  to  excrcifc  theirs  •.. 

Hbnrt,  at  the  time  of  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  was  Henry 
about  twcnty-fcven  years  of  age,  and,  with  all  the  vigour  of/"<^' ^'^^^ 
a  young  man,  had  the  fagacity  and  prudence  of  one  more^^  '* 
Mvajnced  in  years,  which  lecured  him  from  having  the  crown  v^'^'''^ 
Biaken  from  his  head,  almoft  as  foon  as  it  was  placed  there.  ^^"^ 
His  mother,  who  mortally  hated  him,  and  who  refolved  ^^^»  ^]j^ 
always  to  govern,  had  drawn  a  great  many  Iwds  and  bifhops  maiice  of 
to  her  party,  whom  fhe  would  have  perfuadcd  to  {eilv^kis  mother. 
(on  Robert  upon  the  throne  ^.     At  the  head  of  this  faAion  . 
was  the  count  of  Fknders^  and  E'udes^  count  of  Cham^agnty 
the  attthor  of  all  the  troubles  that  France  felt  during  hi& 
life^     Their  views,   whatever  they  might  pretend  to  the 
queen^  was   to  get  fomethlng  for  themfelves;  and  Eudes 
woiUd  not  fo  much  as  take  up  arms  till  he  had  ftipulated 
for  half  the  town  of  Sens.    This  being  promifed  him,  he 
marched  with  a  numerous  army;  and  having  reduced  Sens^ 
Meiun,  and  Soiffhns,  all  the  reft  of  the  places  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  either  through  fear,  or  the  intrigties  of  the  queen 
dowager,  opened  their  gates  and  declared  for  him  *^,     The 
king  was  fo  diftrefled,  that,  with  his  friends  and  fervants, 
he  made  but  the  twelfth  perfon  when  he  retired  to  Frefcamp 
to  demand  fuccour  from  Robert ,  duke  of  Normandy.    Ho 
was  received  by  that  prince  with  all  the  refpeft  poffiWe,  who 
aflured  him  that  the  treafures  and  forces  of  his  duchy  we;re 
entirely  at  his  difpofal ;  and  he  kept  his  word  ;  fo  that  an 
army  pf  Normans  entered  France  on  one  fide,  while  the 
king,  when  he  had  aflembled  a  fufScxent  force,  entered  it  on 
the  other.     Robert^  though  a  mild  and  generous,  prince, 
burnt  all  the  country  before  him,  and  gave  no  quarter  to 
to  fuch  as  fell  into  his  hands,  from  whence  he  obtained  the 
l\XTmmQ  oi  Robert  le  Diable  i  but,  by  this  epctrcme  feverity, 
the  d\jkefoon  made  them  fick  of  the  war.     The  king,  on  his 
fide,  beat  the  count  of  Champagne  thrice,  and  was  very  near 
taWng  him  prifoner  <*.     At  length /bwiyMr/,  comit  oi  jlnjou^ 
interpofed;  and,  by  his  mediation,  things  wore  compromifed 
vrith  the  queen  dowager  and  prince  Robert^  to  .whom  the 
king^ve  the  duchy  of  Burgundy  :■  as  to  the  queen,  fhe  died 
the  next  year  of  mere  vexation".    The  king  recovered  all' 
that  he  h^d  loft;  compelled  the  counts  of  Flanders  audi 

*  Helgaldvs.    Mbzeray.      p.  Daniel.  .  *  Frag, 

meat.  Hift.  Francoram.        *  Annal.  Francorum.         <  Qui^u 
SLM.  GsMETxcENS,  Jib.  vi.  *  Fragment.  Hi^.  Fr^nc^* 


xm. 


T  \  CioM*^ 


|8#  fifm»ry  9/ Vnnc^  B.XESE, 

Champagne  to  fabmit;  aod  as  to  the  Idler  iiobility,  fae  p«- 
nifhed  feme,  and  humbled  all.     As  gloripufly  as  the  «ar 
ended  for  the  king,  it  coft  the  crown  4^ar ;  for  as  the  {he* 
cefs  was  due  to  Robert  of  Normandy  f  Henfy  added   to  iui 
duchy  GiforSy  Cbanmont,  Pontoi/e^  and  that  part  of  the  F^xm 
which  yet  remained  to  the  crown  ^ 
Thi  nvar       Tif  E  kiog,  having  now  acquired  thf  peaceable  poSkSan 
f^fiur-     of  his  dominions,  and  a  high  reputation,  thought  it  time  tQ 
gundy,     provid<5  for  the  fucqeffion;  and  therefore  contradted  himietf 
It!  caufes  ^^  Matilddy  the  daughter  of  the  pmp^or  Qmrade^  one  of  the 
^^^^^''^^' worthieft  princes  who  had  worn  th?  impseriai  crown  imoe  th^ 
Jvance,    ^^7^  ^^  Charlemagne ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  €his  mar- 
imdtbead-^^'^%^  ever  took  effeA  8.     The  d^th  qf  Rodolph^  }Eaa%  ci 
jaant    '   Burgundy,  occafloned  a  great  war,  of  which  it  is  neceflarj 
'  countries,  to  fay  fometh|ng,  though  the  king  took  no  fliare  thereio. 
Eudes^  count  of  Champagne^  looked  upon  himfelf  as  the  qq- 
doubted  heir  of  this  kingdom,  as  being  the  nephew  of  the 
king  by  his  fifler  Bertha,  who,  after  the  deceafe  of.  this 
punt's  father,  efpoufed  Robert,  duke  of  Frawce :  and  it  is 
not  impoffible  he  bad  fucceeded,  but  for  his  own  petulant 
fP33r    temper;  for  infixing  that  the  king  fhould  acknowl^e  hiq. 
for  his  prefumptive  heir,  that  prince,  who- was  defpifed  by 
his  fubjeAs,  and  apprehended  he  might  dethrone  iiun,  had 
recourfe  to  the  emperor  for  proteftion;    in  gratitude  for 
which)  and  in  confideration  of  his  being  his  great  nephev 
by  another  fider,  he  fenthim,  on  his  death-bed,  the  reg^ia 
of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Burgundy  and  Aries  ^.      E%idei^ 
little  regarding  th|s,  immediately  made  an  irruption  into  the 
county  of  Burgundy,  and,  having  long  held  a  fecret  corrc^ 
fpondence  with  fome  of  the  nobility,  got  pofleffioa  oi  \ 
great  .part  of  it,  the  emperor  being  embarrafled  with  a  rd)el- 
lion  in  the  mdft  remote  parts  of  his  dominions :  but  he  quick? 
iy  returned  on  thp  news  of  this  event,  and  as  quickly  dif- 
!  pofleiled  Eudes  of  his  new  government.     It  was  upon  this 

.»  occafion,   \ki2X  Humbert,  coxintoi Maurierme^sidi  Savoy,  t^t 

counts  in  the  country  of  SwiJferland,oi La  Breffe  \  Dauphhif 
and  the  Lyonnois,  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhone,  did  homage  toi^ 
the  emperor  for  their  eftates.  Eudsfy^,  as  foon  as  he  had  re- 
cruited his  forces,  attacked  the  country  oi  Lor  rain,  inade 
himfelf  mailer  of  Bar,  and  might  very  probably  haVe  giveQ 
the  emperor  much  more  trouble,  if  he  had  not  been  killed  a^ 
a  fi^ge,    >yhich  i:clcafed  that  monarch  jfrom  any  farther 

^  GvtIELM.  GCMETICEN9,  }:b.  vi.     Du  TllLET*      P.  ©4* 

ffiEL.  i  Vippq'  in  vita  Conradi  Cbron;  *  Clab^ 

JtiiH.  fu^  temp.  ^  Ibid. 
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dUlurbaoce  aa  account  of  theie  preteniions,  which  nugh^    A.  "6. . 
have  prevailed  in  better  hands  K  1036. 

EuDES,  at  the  time  of  his  demife,  left  his  cftates  to  his  iViw  £* 
two  fons,  Thibaud^  count  de  Beaujfe^  Touraint^    and  Beau^  fiuthunea 
VQifCy  and  'Stephen,  count  of  Champagne,  who  were  escaftly  in  France 
pf  their  father's  temper,  and  fet  out  with  refufing  Yiomzgt  ^uellul  fy 
toeing  Henry,  aflerting,  th^t  the  obligations  between  the^^'^'^r 
lords  and  the  vaffal  were  reciprocal ;    and  that  the  king  ^*'  '^  . 
having  given  their  father  no  affiftance  in  his  war  with  the^*^^ 
pnperor,  they  w?re  not  obliged  to  own  him  for  their' lord)  ^  /^W 
or  to  do  him  homage  K    But,  in  all  probability,  they  had  ^^^ 
IK)t  ventured  upon  this,  if  they  bad  not  had  fomething  clfe 
in  view.      The  king,  bcfides  Robert,  duke  of  Burgundy, 
had  another  brother,  whofe  name  was  Eudes,  but  whether 
plder  or  younger  admits  of  fome  doubt;  fome  fay  that  he 
was  elder  than  the  king,  and  fet  afide  for  his  incapacity; 
pthers,  with  much  more  probability,  that  he  was  the  youngeft, 
that  bis  difcontent  arofe  from  his  not  having  had  fome  eftair 
bUfliment  affign^d  him  fl*.    However  it  was,  he  took  arms, 
in  conjunftion  with  the  two  counts,  and  the  war  proved 
&tal  to  them  all;  for  the  king  having  routed  their  forces^ 
took  £udes  prifoner,  and  fent  him  to  Orleans,  where  he  was 
confined  fpjr  about  three  years.  *  The  count  of  Champagnk 
loft  a  great  part  of  his  lands,  and  Thibaud  was  difpoflelTed  <$ 
Twaine.  Galeran,  count  ol  Meulan,  who  wa^  Ukewife  em- 
barked in  this  defign,  was  attainted  of  felony,  and  his  f  oun*     ^^Xf^ 
try  united  to  the  crown,  which  was  the  firft  inft^nCe  of  its 
kind,  and  ihews  that  the  cpnf^tution  b^gan  now  tq  ti|e  fettie4 
QB  a  firmer  bafis  *"  (C). 

^  SiGSBERT.    %,^  Gendhs.  ^  Fragm<?nt.  Hid.  Fran*^ 

corum.  «*  Du  Cheinb.    Le  Gbnom.  ^  Chrotnicoii' 

Vetus  et  Virudenfe, 

(C)  The  nobility  in  geqeral  Surgtmdf    2,tA    the    ddce  of 

|bod  on  the  fame  foot,  and  Gus$nne  had  the  f^fioc  ability, 

lield  the  f^me  autliority,  in  this  whenever  |>n>mpted  to  it  by 

as  in  the  former  reigns,  paid  as  intereH  or  inclination.     It  wai;  * 

lltde  fabmiffion,  and  put  the  this  engaged  Hemy  to  proceed, 

''ourt  as  often  under  the  nccef-  through  his  whole  reign,  wit|j 


eouj 


of  flattering  them  as  ever,  fo  much  circumfpe^ign,  iand^ 

le  wars  of  Normandy  ferved  upon  certain  occafions,  force(i( 

Pnly  to  ihew  the  weaknefs  of  him  to  difcover  how  much  ha 

the  reigning  monarch:  neither  was  awed  by  them.    Indeed,' 

Vasthis  the  only  power  Jn  the  this  third  race  of  the  Frenci^ 

walm  which  was  iingly  in  a  kings  were  fo  vifibly  the  crea- 

condition  to  refift  ^  tl^e  doke  of  tores  qC the  i^obiUr)r,  a|id  fame 

"Si 
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Henry  Thb  troubles  that  arofe  in  Normatufy  next  ocoipied 

maintmns  king's  thought.     Duke  Robert^  according  to  the  has 

William    that  prevailed  in  thofe  times,  thought  fit  to  make  a  pilgris 

the  Baf-    jnto  the  Holy  Land^  having  firft  procured  his  fon  WiiHant^  j 

^iT  JIT  '^^°^°  ^^^  of  wedlock,  for  whichhe  was  afterwards  fumam^  ' 

^T^'"  ^J  Bafiard^  to  be  acknowleged  his  heir,  recommending  him  i 

^    nnan-  ^^^  ^^  Henry  king  oiFrance^  and  Akin  duke  of  Bre 

'^'  This. did  not  hinder  the  whole  country  from  fklling  i' 

confuiion;  not  only  the  principal  lords,  but  even 

the  leaft  confideration  in  the  duchy,  threw  off  all 

dependance,  and  committed  great. disorders*     Th^'/ 

Bretagne  came  to  app^e  their  quarrels.;  and,  ^i% 

very  indifierently  treated,  returned  home  with  a  Aq^ii  j 

in  his  body,  of  which  he  died.    King'^^/^,  forg^^tfl 

obligations  he  was  under  to  the  father  of  the  'Jo^f^,\ 

inclining  to  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  troubles,  invade 

tiers,  burnt  the  town  oi  Argentan^  and  took  tl: 

Thilkres^  which  he  pretended  had  bee?  built  i 

confent,  and  wliich  he  had  therefor^  a  right  to  ^ 

Soon  after  this  difputes  arofe  in  that  country  abol^dtefiR* 

ceifion ;  and  the  minifters  about  the  period  ^W^^^f&iaiiig 

.  duke,  paiEng  over  what  had  happened,  appliedf:'||Mi^fti 

to  the  king,  reprefenting  the  honour  h^  would  obd^^  foe* 

touring  an  infant  priQce,  in  fecurlng  the  afi^ions  fo^tie-iW^ 

mans,  and  maintaining  the  fame  friendly  intercourfe  iiMi  dsle 

William  as  with  his  father.     Henry ^  prevailed  updlt-^  thefe 

A  n     ^^g^^^^^Sy  marched  in  perlbn  with  a  good  zxmyy^^e^  haviog 

v*^'    joined  the  duke's  forces,  gave  the  malecontent  lo^fMNttleit 

^  '    Valde  Dunes ;  where,  expofing  himfelf  more  than  waH^eflaryi 

he  was  beaten  from  his  ho];fe,  and  very  near  b<|E|[  killed. 

At  length,  after  an  obftinate  difpute»  the  ma]Qcod|wt5  w^ 

totally  routed,  and  duke  JVilUam  to  this  vi^ry-^Kod  i&t 

debted  for  the  poflei&on  of  his  dominions  ^.    ,       '  ^ 

Cr9ws  The  l^ng  afterwards  had  fome  difputes  wit! 

jealcus  of  Mattel^  count  of  AnJ$Uy  in.  which  the  duke  of  : 

him,  ajfifts  took  part  OB  his  behalf :  but  Henr^  quickly  compro 

hii  em-     fiiare  of  the  quarrel,  and  left  the  count  and  duke. 


miih  ^^ 
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Cemeticens.    p.  Daniel^ 

fo  lately  out  of  their  maker's'    not  only  have  been 
liands,  that  any  airs  of  fupe-    proper^  but  even  abfc 
X\ot\\,j  ao4  4iftin£Uon    woold 


C.  4*  tbi  Hijlory  (if  frmct.  iSj 

rcat  amtfiofity  againft  each  other,  to  fight  it  out.-   ThUcreiUamt 
as  chefly  owing  to  a  fpirit  of  envy  in  that  monarch,  to  the  implof^Kkh 
£nuatioQS  of  fonie  of  his  minifters,  or  to  the  fpirit  of  po-  f^rtl 
'  which  prevailed  in  thofe  times,  and  which  induced  Henry  *^f^  '^ 
^  3w  jealous  of  the  Increafing  power  of  the  young  duke.^**'* 
r,  therefore,  new  troubles  broke  out,  and  William  de 
fs,  count  de  Thoulmi/e^  who  was  the  Ton  of  Richard  II.  by 
ilnd  wife,  fct  up  his  title  to  the  dukedom,  in  which  he 
r  powerfully  fupported  by  his  brother  Mauger,  archbiflxop 
Rouan,  tht  Idng  favoured  the  malecontents  at  firft  pri- 
,  idy,  and  at  length  invaded  Normandy  in  their  favour,  an4 
j^der  to  ralfe  the  fiege  of  the  caftle  of  d* jerques;  Iti  which 
iterprize  his  forces  received  a  very  fevere  check,  and  the 
Ike  triamphed  over  thefe,  as  he  had  done  over  his  former 
mies  '.     A  peace  followed,  but  no  fincere  reconciliation, 
the  king  retained  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  difcredit  he  met 
widi ;  attdj  on  the  other  hand,  the  duke  never  forgave  the 
affiftance  which  Henry  had  given  to  thofe  who  would  have 
difpoflefled  him  of  his  dominions.     In  puriuance  therefore  of 
his  old  fcheme,  the  king  united  himfelf  w}th  Geoffrey  Marteti 
and  having  formed  two  armies,  one  commanded  by  hitafelf 
in  perfofi,  and  the  other  by  his  brother  Eudes^  whom  he 
had  releafedout  of  prifon,  he  opce  njore  invaded  Normandy^ 
but  with  the  fame  ill  fortune  that  had  attended  his  foriher 
ehterprize  j  fince  his  own  army  was  harrafled  and  beaten  by    A.  D, 
repeated  difadvantages,  and  that  of  his  brother  totally  de-     lojf, 
feated  at  Mortemer  in  the  Paix  de  Caux,  which  conftrained 
him  to  make  peace  upon  fuch  terms  as  were  agreeable  to  the 
duke:  but  the  rancour  between  them  never  iceafed,  and  was* 
in  reality  the'  latent  caufe  of  that  implacable  averfion,  which, 
for  along  fcrics  of  years,  produced  perpetual  quarrels  be- 
tween the  kings  of  France  and  the  Norman  princes,  when 
pQflefled  of  the  realnj  of  England,    A  rancour  e<jually  fatal 
t6  both  realms  •. 

THB^king  finding  his  health  decay,  tho'  he  was  far  fuonji  7"^  l^'^g 
Wn^  p14,  judged  it  expedient  to  provide  as  well  for  the  ^««fi/^^  his 
fe:urity  of  tjie  kingdom,  as  for  that  of  his  f;*mily.  He  had/^*  ^*  ^^ 
married  a  fecoqd  time  a  princefs  diRufia,  by  whom  he  had^*?^^"^* 
three  fons;  and  the  eldeft  of  thefe,  Phitip,  then  about  feven  J^J;^^^ 
I  yeat&rfage,  was,  with  the  confent  of  the  whole  aflembly,  w-^/i^^^.  , 
crr-^  J  by  the  archbifh©p  of  Rheims,  on  the  feaft  of  /T/W/-  [059/ 
j^  mth  much  folemnity,  for  many  great  lords  affifted 

I  ^1  3erfon,  and  others  by  their  deputies  j  but  there  is^ 
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iric^fis,  *  ' 

\  9Pthiiip[ 


QOtUog  jdcaosr  than  that  as  yet  the  twelve  peers  of.  FraniA 
did  not  cxift  *.  There  is  ftUl  remaining  a  copy  of  the.  o^ 
takjca  by  the  young  monarch,  wtuch.  is  but  ihort,  and  di 
which  three-fourths  regards  the  dergy,  their  privil^jes  anjf 
imnxanities;  at  the  clofe  he  promifes  the  people,  that  he  wiH 
eaiploy  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  to  the  malntenajiQe 
of.  the  laws.  At  the  fame  time  the  king  declared  Baldsmn^ 
earl  of  Flanders^  tutor  and  guardian  to  the  young  king,  in 
cafe  he  (hould  die  before  he  came  of  age :  and  this  was  a  wife 
and  well-timed  precaution;  for  on  the  fosrth  oiJprU  follow- 
ifig  he  departed  this  life;  fome  writers  fay  by  taking  a  do& 
pf  phyiic,  and  drinking  after  it,  contrary  to  the  expreb 
direftion  of  his  phyfician ;,  but  others  feem  to  thkik  diat  the 
phyfidan  was  not  altogether  innocent,  but  that,  under  the 
ns^me  of  a  medicine,  he  adminiftered  poifon  ''.  He  deceafed 
in  tbe  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  thirtieth  of  his 
'  Tcign.    In  his  time  pope  Leo  IX.  came  into  France^  and  held 

a  council  at  Rheims^  in  which  feveral  canons  were  made 
tgdnft  inceftuous  marriages,  flmony,  and  other  crimes, 
which,  in  fpite  of  the  feeming  piety,  or  rather  fuperftitioa 
of  that  age,  were  but  too  frequent ;  and  fome  bifhops  were 
alfo  depo&d,  not  much  to  the  king's  good-Uking,  who  had 
been  better  pleated  if  the  pope  had  remained  at  home;  and, 
therefore,  when  pope  Nicholas  11.  entertained  thoughts  of 
making  a  like  vifit,  the  king  oppofed  it  with  fuch  firmness, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  defift  from  the  defign  ^.  T^bis  mon- 
arch was  of  an  a^ive  difpoiltion,  intrepid  in  time  of  danger, 
and  very  generous.  He  was  defirous  of  maintaioing  and 
extending  his  authority,  in  which  he  was  not  unfuccefsful; 
but  his  attempts  to  the  prejudice  of  the  duke  of  T>iormandy 
were  alike  fatal  to  his  quiet,  his  honour,  and  his  inter- 
cIl(D). 

*  Concil.    Franc,   tom.    ix.  ■  Chronicon   Senon& 

. :%  Concil.  Remenfe,  Epift.  Gbryas.  Arch.  Remenf. 

-  (Dy  Henry  diftinguiftied  him-  upon  his  complaint,  this  mon^ 

If  if  chiefly  by  his  moderation,  arch  received  a  ,cold,  and,  as 

which  was  fo  much  the  more  he  thought,  a  difFefpet^fai  to- 

commendable,  asit\yas  purely  fwar,  he  made  no  fcniple  of 

|he  eSe6l$  of  his  good  fenre,  replying  by  a  challenge ;  aad, 

«nd  not  at  all  the  eSedt  of  a  as  t&e  eropf  ror  was  a  gallaat 

)^avy  and  phlegmatic  conftita-  prince,  it  produced  in  hia.t 

tion^     This  appeared  particu-  .  high  opinion  of  the  Idn^^s  mc- 

Urly,  when  Thtbaut,  count  of  rit,  and,  in  confequence  of  it, 

Champagne,  4^d  homage  to  the  a  right  under^nding. 


f  mpero^  H^nrj  III,  fot  when. 
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KiNC  PhiUp^  at  the  time  of  his  acceffion,  %ras  atoirt  figfit  Philip  ac^ 
years  of  age ;  and  it  might  have  been  foppofed  that  dther  his  cetUs  t9  th€ 
motker,  or  his  uncle,  would  hayft  been  called  to  tbcregency,  ^^ont^ 
and  intruftcd  with  the  care  of  his  education;  but,  as  we'^^f  '^ 
before  obferved,  the  king  his  father  thought  it  prudent  to  ^"''^*"  ^ 
make  another  choice.     He  knew  the  queen  was  very  unlit  ^^'p?*^  ^ 
for  fuch  an  office.     She  had  weak  parts,  and  ftrong  paffions;^^^ 
and^   being  a  foreigner,  was  without  refpeft,  anihadbut 
few  friends  amongft  the  nobility.     Her  conduft  after  his 
demife    fuffidently  juftified    her    exdufion,    though    flie 
made  fome  ftruggle  to  prevent  it,  but  without  efFeft ;  the 
very  oppofite  reafons  indncJd  the  king. to  dedine  placing  any 
confidence  in  the  duke  of  Burgundy  z  he  was  rich  and 
powerful,  too  nearly  allied  to  the  young  king>  had  great 
intereft  among  the  French  lords,  and  befides  had  onte  let  up 
&  claim  to  the  t:rown;  but  Baldwin  V.  furnamed  the  Pious, 
carl  of  Flanders,  to  whom  he  committed  the  care  of  his  fon, 
and  who  was  his  brother-in-law,  had  all  the  qualities  that 
could  recommend  him  to  fuch  a  truft;  he  was  brave  m  his 
perfon,  but  mild  in  his  behaviour,  and  very  cautious  in  hit 
conduft;  vigilant,  but  not  fufpicious ;  tender  of  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown,  but  more  fo  of  the  Welfare  of  the 
people ;  lincerely  religious,  and  a  man  of  ftrift  honour  ^, 
He  gave  his  pupil  an  education  fuitableto  his  rank  and  birth. 
He  kept  the  nobility  in  awe,*  without  giving  any  of  then> 
juft  caufe  of  offence.    He  maintained  peace  by  remaining  al- 
ways arnaed ;  and  having  intelligence  that  the  people  of  Aaui* 
taine,  were  difpofed  to  revolt,  he'un<ter  pretence  of  repreffing 
the  Saracens,  entered  thdr  country  fo  fuddenly  with  aa 
army,  that  he  prevented  their  defign,  by  putting  it  out  of 
their  power  to  purfuc  it  y.    In  a  word,  he  governed  With 
dignity  and  reputation,  infomuch  that  hiftory  fcarce  fur- 
nifties  us  with  an  inftance  of  a  minority  more  quiet,  and  none 
more  happy  than  this.    An  example  the  more  menlorabl^ 
as  the  conjunfture  was  extremely  delicate. 

The  only  colour  that  count  Baldwin  gave  for  cenfure  C-wf «^ 
'Was  in  hb  conduft  towards  duke  IFilliam  of  Normandy,  whg,  of  Eng. 
tinder  the  fpecious  pretence  of  being  called  to  the  fucceffioji  \^^^»  ^^ 
^y  Edward  theConfefor,  in  prejudice  to  Edgar  Jtheling^  who  '^'  '*^; 
had  a  better  title  to  the  crown  than  his  own,  was  preparing  ^"^'^J  '* 
to  invTidt  England.    The  count  gave  him  leave.  Upon  *lsj^^^ 
occafion,   to  raife  forces  throughout  France  and  Flanders,  ^gj^^^^ 
'Which,  from  theev^nt,  was  judged  impolitic.    Yet  the  duke,        ,      * 

•    '  Fragment  Hill.  Francorum.     SrcsBEKt.        f  FmvfunU 
Hift.  Francorum.    Mszeray,  ***•  4- 
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lie  other  great  lords  of  France  to  remdnftrate  to  the  kiBg, 

whom  he  ftUes  monfter,  wild  beaft^  aod  tyrant,  againfthii 

proceedings,  promifiog  to  iecoad  their  reproofs  with  tk 

thunder  of  the  diurch  ^.     This  did  not  immediately  pro* 

duce  the  etSs6t  that  was  intended ;  the  great  Icxtls  in  From 

Taw  that  the  king  was  dimidifiiing  his  own  power,  \>j  fatf* 

'  faffing  and  impovcriihing  hlsXabjeAs;  and  as  to  thofe  vices 

and  crimes  imputed  to  him  by  the  pbpe».  they  were  ]iatfe 

innocent  themfelves  as  to  defire  to  fee  fuch  precedents  ioti^ 

Vluced :  and  the  pope  having  the  depoiltion  of  an  emperor 

upon  his  hands,  had  not  leifure  to  blow  the  <x»ls  kxi^ 

enough  to  raife  a  rebellion  in  Frana^  which  was  very  k^ 

py  for  the  Idng  ^.    He  was  no  lefs  fortunate  in  hiss  firfl  m 

againft  WHliam^  furnai;ned  the  -Conqueror,    who  came  or^ 

from  England  with  an  army,  in  order  to  reduce  Jfaet^  4nte 

of  Sretagne,  who  rcf uTed  to  acknowlege  hini  for  his  laA 

The  firft  fury  of  his  arms  was  fpent  agaioft  JD^J,  to  vrioA 

'he  Iaid.iieg|e,  and  from  before  which  he  was  obliged  to  li^ 

with  the  lots  of  his  baggage,  by  a  numerous  army  commaiuM 

t>y  kin?  Philip  in  pecfon;  and  foon  after,  this  quarrel  bang 

compoled,  a  peace  was  concluded,  which  heightened  tte. 

prefumption  of  Philip,  who  thence  concluded  in  favour  flf 

nis  forces  and  fortune  g. 

Bntirs  in-]    This  tranquility  did  not,  indeed  could  not,    laft  hafi 

f  in*      confidering  the  fituation  of  things,  and  the  oppofi te  difpofr 

triiuis      tion  of  the  two  monarchs ;  for  William  was  open  and  viokfll^ 

wi/A  Ro-  p^i/l^^nialicious,  which  however  he  knew  well  how  to  coa* 

Aa*r        ceaL    He  held  a  clofe  correfpondence  -m^  Robert y  thcck 

WV^aa^  deft  fon  of  the  Conqueror^  a  prince  as  Ambitious  of  authori^ 

nuho  rt^  *  ^^  ^^  ^'^^  incapable  df  executing  it  K    He  had  been  tU 

W//  if-     author  of  all  the  difturbances  in  Normandy  *  and  at  lengthy 

j^o/i^i^/m.  pretending  to  refent  a  childi(h  afllon  in  his  two  yoaoger 

brothers,  retired  from  court,  and  broke  into  open  rebeffioK 

PhiUp  not  pnljy  encouraged  as  he  had  excited  this  behavionri 

but  alfo  gave  to  Robert  the  town  ofGerberoi,  in  Beauim/inf$ 

a  place  of  fome  ftrength,  and  very  well  fituated  for  the  par* 

pofe  of  dlfturbing  Normandy^     I^ing  Willidni  folio^i^  liif 

(en  thither  with  an  army,  and  befieged  him  ^;  but  thefiol^ 

trefs,  being  well  provided,  made  a  good  defence,  and  prifitf 

Robert^  who,  with  all  his  faults,  was  one  of  the  braveft  laeil 

cf  his  time,  in  aTally  wounded  and  unhorfed  his  father,  but 

'• 'Hiftoire  dcs  Papes*    Me^eray.    P.  Dani>l.         ^  FpJt 
GlEcoR-  vii.   lib.  ii.    Ep.  5»  ^2,  35.  .  «  DvTtLi^iT. 

'^'Fragment.  deGutrsLM.  Conqaefior.     '  Qoimic  ViTA^uftf 
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^4*:   •  HeriSJiofyif^^tt^i  M^ 

tWthotit  knowing  him,  tUl  his  voice  difcovered  whb  he  ^itras  In 

Jiis  fell.     I^ohrt  then  raifed  him  up,  threw  himfelf  at  hii     A.D. 

feet,  and  fet  him  upodhis  bWn  horfe;  which  contributed    1081. 

fomewhat  to  aroother  peace,  but  nevef  to  a  thorough  recon- 

diiation,  the  father  being  as  little  difppfed  to  forgive  as  the 

fon  was  to  be  qtiiet ;  and  Philips  who  affefted  upon  all  occa- 

lions  being  the  mediatot.  Was  iequally  an  enemy  to  both  *. 

Some  year's  elapfed  before  things  broke  out  again  Into  i  Anenjo 
feme;  and  even  thtn iFilliam,  Who  never  fought  quarreJSj 'w^*^  wiV* 
would  not  have  entered  France,  If  the  flippancy  of  the  king's  Norman- 
tongue  had  not  provokied  him  tb  a  reply,  which  mad,c  it  ne-  y*  '^^'^^ 
ccflary.     The  ^^j^/i/J  monarchy  who  was  a  Vfcry  unweildy  V '*f^^ 
wan,  teing:  iddifpbfed,  kept  his  bed  for  fortie  time ;  upoq  j^^^^  ^^ 
)ilrhich  Philip  faid  dftep  to  his  cotirtiersj  **  Tho'  J^illiam  I'^thecm^ 
**  fb  long  lying  in,  I  doubt,  wheii  he  comes  abroad,  he  will^«^r&r> 
**  be  as  big  as  ever:"    Which  being  repdrtisd  to  that  prince, 
he  faid  to  tHofe  abbut  hiitt,  "  It  will  not  bfe  long  before  I  go 
^  abroad,  itnd  let  him  know  that  fo  many  lights  fhaH  be 
^  carried  at  my  fchurching  (fdr  the  cuftdm  then  was,  upoii 
**  fuch  bccafions,  fot  women  to  carry  a  torch),  a§  Ihall  en- 
"  lighteii  ail  France\  and  make  him  rSepent  his  jett  K**    Iii 
becutiod  bf  this  threat  he  bcfieged  the  city  of  Mantes^  ra- 
vaged the  country  round  about,  and,  having  taken  the  placc^ 
)>nmt  it ;  but  was  fo  exceiEvely  Heated  by  approaching  too 
hear  the  fire,  that,  turning  His  horfe  to  retire,  and  finding  a 
ditch  in  his  way,  he,  in  leaping  h,  received  a  contofion  from 
the  pomel  of  his  faddle  in  his  ftomach,  of  which  he  died      '^^7« 
tiot  long  after  at  Rouen^  teaving  behind  hinl  three  fdns,  who 
^re  upoiTthe  worft  terms  poffible  with  each  other,  and  con- 
fequeiitly  ftood  alik<S  expofed  to  the  efforts  of  their  enemies  «>. 

Philip  was  by  this  means  delivered  frdm  a  potent  adver-T'i^  kingf 
&ry,  and  believed,,  ds  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  ha^falfe  con- 
norfiing  to  f^ar  from  Rdberty   to  whom  his  father  left  ihtduS,  di-^ 
dochy  of  N^rmaJhdy,   His  ambition,  as  upon  other  dccafions,  '^^cu  his 
•outran  his  prudence ;  he  publiflied  his  claini  to  the  realm  of  ^*'^"» 
|?«ffc«rf,  Willie  his  htdthtr  U^illiam  was  taking  pofleffion  of  ""^^'f^f" 
it;  which  not  only  fruftrated  his  own  defigns,  but  brought  f^f*'"^^^ 
Wf/ffj«  over  with  an  army  into  Normandy  ";     Robert,  hif-  fl^Jfj^^ 
lifting  his  brother  Henry  to  be  i^cretly  embarked  in- his  de-  e/pou/k 
;%i,  dcfjJdIled  him  of  the  Coteritin,  and  then  had  recourfe  to 

M^  Frag.  hift.  Franc;    GuLiELM.    Malmef.    Roc.    Hoved. 

GtJttBiM.  Malmfbarieniis.     Mat.  Paris,  lib.  ii.     Gulisl. 

Gembt.      •  «  Chroniques  de  NormandiCsGuLiELM.  Malmib. 

^tiLiELiii  Gemet.  ■  GufciELM.  Malmf.    Dui»L,    Le 

'   MdU.HwT.  Vol.  XXlII,  U  m/i^ 
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Philip  for  his  afliflance.    The  king  made  great  profeffioos, 

aad  entered  Normandy  with  an  army  which  might  have  made 

thefe  good  ;  but  JVilliam  flackened  his  pace  by  the  help  of 

money,  arid,  by  the  repetition  of  this  argument,  detached 

him  from  the  caufe  that  wanted  it.     Robert  was   forced  to 

confent  to  a  peace  ;  by  which  William  kept  what  he  had  coih 

queredy  Henry  was  reftored  to  what  he  had  loft,  and  the 

unfortunate  prince  firll  mentioned  was  at  the  expence  of  all ^. 

Irhe  politics  of  Philip  were  rig}it  for  tjie  prefent,  whicEis 

the  rock  that  cunning  fplits  on ;  true  wifdom  ^vould  hate 

taught  him  to  fupport  Robert ^  afid  to  have  placed  his  feca- 

rity  not  in  the  divifion  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy ,  but  ia 

.  preferving  it  for  .the  lawful  duke,  and  thereby  inakiagbsm 

his  friend  P,    This  was  one  falfe  ftcp ;  he  quickly  committed 

another.    He  was  grown  weary  of  his  wife,  tho*  he  had  by 

her  twQ  fons  and  a  daughter.     He  recoUefted  that  fhe  was 

rented  to  him,  tho*  at  a  great  diftance ;  or,  perhaps,  his 

flatterers  forged  a  pedigree  to  make  this  probable.      Howerer 

It  was,  he  found  churchmen  to  divorce  him,  and  fent  her  ta 

jMontrcuil\  where,  in  procefs  of  time,  Sht  died  of  ill  treat* 

ment  and  a  broken  hearts    He  then  demanded   ia  marriage 

^mma,  the  daughter  of , count  Roger,  brother  to  the  dukerf 

Calabria ;  who,'  confenticg  to  it,  fent  over  the  lady  xidjk 

adorned  with  jewels,  and  with  a  large   portion    in  tcJq 

money.     The  Italian  writers  fey  this  was  done  purely  ta 

deprive  her  of  them  ;  tht  French  hiftoi  ians  deny  the  intentSoa; 

Ji\Y>,    ^^^»  '^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  certain,  it  fignifies  little  what  was  the  &■ 

lOQZ.    ^g°  ''•     -^s  to  the  apparent  reafon,  why  the  king  did  not 

efpoufe  her,  that  arofe  from  another  flip  in  the  king's  coa- 

duft  ;  which,  as  it  was  one  of  the  fouleft,  fb  it  was  alfo  the 

nioft  fatal  he  ever  made^  and  the  eflfedts  of  which  purfoed 

him  to  his  grave. 

Can-in         FouLQUES  LE  Rechin,.  count  qIl  Anjou^  whofe  charac- 

a'way  the  ter  wc  mentioned  before,  tho'  far  in  years,  and  tho*  he  had 

tountefs  of  two  wivcs  already,  having  heard  of  Berirade  de  Montfort^  a 

Anjou       young  lady  efleemed  the  handfomeft  in  France,  w^as  bent  oa 

^'**j?^'^    marrying  her,  and,  not  without  fomc  difficulty,,  brought  it 

/^       ^hout,  her  family  facrificing  her  to  their  own  intcr^.  Thb 

VeJuTo     ^^'^'^^^  ^"*^^  pf  ^"  ^^^>  go«ty>  and  furly  hufband,  and  hear- 

marr^  btr.  '"^S  ^^^^  ^"^^  ^'^"8  ^^^  parted  with  his  wifi^,  privately  invited 

*  hlto  to  come  and  fee  her.     Upon  this  he  framed  fbine  pre- 

®  GuLiELM.  Gem.  Mezer.  P.  Daniel.  p  Chroniqaes 
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tence  for  going  to  Tours^  where  the  count  of  Anjm  received 
him  with  all  poffible  duly  and  refpeft;  in  return  for  which 
he  feduced  his  wife  to  elope,  and  fpUow  him  to  Orleans  ^ 
He  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  pofleffion  of  this  wom^n,  but 
he  refolved  at  all  events  to  marry  her,  and  to  this  end 
a  divorce  was  procured. between  her  and  her  hufband  ;  but 
vehen  this  bar  was  removed^  none  of  the  bifhops  of  France 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  celebrate  this  marriage,  or  even  to 
i>e  prefent  at  it.  He  contrived,  howev^,  to  ^t  it  donef,  with 
Ibme  kind  of  folemnity,  by  Eudes,  bi£hop  of  Bayeaux^  bro- 
ther by  the  mother's  fide  to  WilUam  the  Conqueror^  in  the. 
prefence  of  the  bifhop  of  Senlis^  and  the  archbifliop  of  ^ jj^ 
Rotten^  all  Nprmans ».  This  did  not  hinder  pope  Urban  tic  i^ili 
fecond  frc^  caufing  the  whole  matter  to  be  clofeiy  examined 
in  a  council  held  at  Jutun,  where  the  king  was  exeommuni- 
catedincafe  he  did  not  part  with  this  woman,  whom  he  ftiled 
his  wife.  Some  have  pretended,  that  his  fubjefts  were  re- 
leafed  from  their  obedience,  and  the  kingdom  put  under  an. 
interdict ;  but  in  this  there  is  no  truth,  all  the  efEsRs  of  the 
excommunication  were,  that  he  did  not  hear  divine  fervice  ia. 
public,  and  that  he  did  not  wear  his  crown  or  robes  of  ftate.  .  \ 
It  is  true,  the  pope  tlireatened  to  proceed  further;  but  the. 
king,  promiiing  to  fubmit,  obtained  a  flay  of  the  cenfure. 
However,  as  he  broke  his  word,  the  pope  fummoned  an-  tcig^i 
whcr  council  at  Clermont,  in  which  he  was  excommunicated 
afrefli  ^  the  clergy  of  France  making  no  manner  of  oppo* 
litioa. 

It  was  In  this  council  that  the  firfl:  croifade  was  publiflied  jy/^  poor 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land;  it  was  about  this  tinle  alfo,  heha'viour 
or  rather  a  litde  before,  that  Henry  of  Burgundy  went,  with  under  re- 
'X}iher  French  lords,  to  theaffiftance  of  the  Spaniards  agamfkf'^t^dex* 
the  infidels,  which  procured  that  young  prince  a  marriage '"^^f^*'"';, 
ftiitable  to  his  rank,  and  the  county  of  Portugal  in  dowry  ^^f^V'  ^ 
'With  his  wife;  but  thefe  examples  wrought  nothing  on  the?^/f  ^^^ 
king.    His  brother  Hugo,  indeed,  took  the  crols,  and  his  ^^^^^^^' 
friend  Robert  duke  of  Normandy  ;  but  as  for  Philip,  tho'  ^^fihttion. 
humbled  himfelf  fo  far  to  the  pope  as  to  procure  an  abfolu- 
;  tion,  yet  wanting  alike  the  fortitude  of  a  prince  and  the  true 
^iprinciple  of  a  penitent,  he  relapfed  into  his  former  fcandalous 
rmanner  of  living  with  the  countefs  of  Anjou,  and  was  ex- 
'  communicated  Isi  third  time.     His  conduft/  fo  unworthy  of  A 

'  Oderic  Vital.   Dupl.    Mezera'Y.  •  Gulislm. 
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A.D.    prince,  expofed  him  juftly  to  the  contempt  of  the  people'; 

1096,     Too  many  of  the  nobility  followed  his  example,  and  at  the 

fame  ^ime  defpifcd  his  authority;  not  only  making wampw 

each  other,   but    fpoiling    and  robbing  his  fubjeft*  v?iA 

equal    impudence    and    impunity.     All    this  time  Philip 

was  foliciting  and  cajoling  the  court  of  Horh^i  tlH  at  lengdi 

he  prevailed  with  pope  Pafihal  to  caufe  the  wJiole  of  IK 

affair  to  be  reviewed  m  a  council  held  ait  Poitiers,  tirhidi^ 

fiotwithftanding  alt  the  efforts  that  could  be  made  by  tbepe^ 

pulace^  excited  by  his  partizans,  termmafecf  m  a  newei^ 

communication  ^.     But  notwithftanding  thi^,  the  queen  b^ 

.  ing  dead,  and  the  oH  count  of  u^njou  offering,  for  a  large 

,    film  of  money,  to  give  whatever  affiftance  might  be  rcqoifiil 

to  procure  a  papal  difpenfation  for  the  king's  marriage,  he 

renewed  his  inftances  at  Rdme^  offerif^  at  the  fame  time  to 

fiibmic-  to  whatever  penance  (hould  be  enjoined ;  and  in  tbe 

end,  by  the  influence  of  prefents  and  prayets^  obtained  aln 

foIutk)n». 

Lewis  ^^"^  the*  this  quitted,  in  (osie  mfiafurc,   Bis  domeflie 

iijfo„^      a^irs,  yet,  in  rcfpefi  to  his  authority,  it  ^as  fo  ferfroi 

andheir    being  re-eflabliflied,   that  the  nobility  affefted  more  aad 

apparent^  Dfiore  a  degree  of  independency,  utterly  incompatible  vitk 

affoctated  the  rtfpeft  due  to  him  by  the  cooftitution^  as  k  then  flood; 

nx)Ub  him  Some  of  them,  indeed,  fuch  as  M//wm  duke  of  Jqmtami 

tn  th?.  go-  and  even  the  couiit  of  Anjou^  behaved  in  a  very  dif&ent 

*irerntntnt.  manner;  but  this  arofe  from  their  own  notions  ©ftKDgs,«i4 ' 

particular  conneftions,  and  not  from  a  principle  of  obetl^ 

cnce,    Of  any  awe  they  ftood  in  of  his  power  :  for  A« 

lefler  nobifity,  and  evetf  his  immediate  vafials,  infbhed  h&l 

every  hour^  plundered  hb  febjefts,  and  cut  off  the  comaiH 

nication  between  Parts  and  Orkans^    All  thie  did  not  roafe 

Philip  from  that  idle  and  indolent  courfe  erf*  life  which  ftc  bad 

led  for  many  years,  and,  rather  than  it  fhould,.  hp  affociaidf 

his  eldeft  fon  L(?wiV,  or  at  fcaft  declared  him,  with  the  cob* 

fent  of  his  iiobifity,  hii  fucceflbr  ^.     This  youn^  prince  va^ 

the  very  reverfe  of  his  father,  a^ive,  vigilant,  aHable,  &ce 

from  the  vices  inddeftt  to  youth,  and  in  all  refpeds  one  rf 

the  braveft  and .  worthi^  men  this  country  ever  produce! 

It  may  be  the  vices  of  the  father,  and  the  confequenees  rf 

thefe  vices,  might  be  the  beft  leflbns  to  hh  fon.     He  fair 

that,  in  a  corrupted  ftate,'  there  was  nothing  to  be  d^nebot 

•»Oder<c  Vital,  Dupl.  P.Daniel.  ^  Con  Gal 
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by  force;  be  fcqpt  therefore  continually  in  the  field,  with' a 
finall  body  rf  troops  about  him,  and  thefe  he  employed 
againft  fuch  as  would  not  liften  to  the  dlftates  of  juftice  and 
eqalty,  and  even  treated  the  laws  pf  their  country  with  de- 
rifioh.  He  dcmoliflied  their  caftles,  he  compelled  them  to 
[;eftitution,  he  forced  them  to  abandon  the  eftates  of  which 
ih^  had  deprived  the  bifhops  and  the  clergy ;  dnd  he  did 
:liis  in  fo  dJfiBtercfted  a  manner,  and  with  fo  indifputable  a 
seal  iot  the  public  welfare,  that,  after  a  few  viftories  gained;  . 
ind  fomc  unavoidable  mftances  of  feverhy,  he  brought  things 
nto  tolerable  otder,  and  at  the  fame  time  gained  the  afFeftibn 
rf"  the  better  part  of  the  nobility,  and  the  reverence  of  the 
|»e&ple  ill  general  fo  abfolutely,  that  all  hiftorians  agree  he 
faved  the  ftate  from  deftruftion,  and  the  monarchy  from  be- 
og  abfolutely  fubverted  *.  A  fervice  fo  great,  that  it  merited 
I  return  very  different  from  that  which  it  met  with. 

Bertrade,   wl^O  now  filled  herfelf  queen  of  France^  His  «#- 
law,  with   inflmte    chagrin,    the  good  fortune  of  Lnvis^  tier-in* 
lad  the  u»iverfal  refpeft  that  was  paid  him,  notwithftand-  ^^"^fi^fi 
ing  that  (he  could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  Philip  could  fcafce  ?•'"'    ^ 
have  preferved  himfelf  upon  the  throne,  if  Providence  had  ^^^^ 
not  raifed  him  up  fuch  a  fupp(*t.     She  had  two  fons  by  the  iand"^W 
kjng,  and  had  the  fucceffion  ih  view  ;  to  which  fhe  thought  ^^^;,L/. 
tttwii  the   only  obftacle,  his  brother  Henry  being  dead  *.y^„j  him. 
rhis  induced  her  to  praftife  all  her  arts,  and  none  of  her 
Eex  had  more,  to  ftrengthen  her  own  party,  and  to  diflrefs 
Hid  difturb  the  young  king.     He  was  not  at  all  of  a  tfemper  » 

r^pable  of  returning  fuch  ufage ;  and  therefore,  when  he 
Found  the  realm  in  fome  degree  of  quiet,  he  thought  it  better 
to  retire  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ftorm  than  to  run  the  rifle  of 
fupporting  it.  It  was  chiefly  with  this  view  that  he  maide  a 
foyzgt  to  England '^  tho' probably  with  fome  plaufible  pre- 
:ence,  fince  it  was  with  the  confent  of  king  Philip,  and  was 
•eceived  by  Henry  with  the  greateft  teflimonies  of  kindnefs 
md  efteem  *>.  tie  had  not  been  long  at  court,  before  the 
^nglijh  monarch  received,  by  an  exprcfs,  a  letter  from  king 
Philips  fignifying,  that,  for  certain  import^ht  reafons,  he 
iould  be  exceiedipgly  obliged  tp  him  if  he  clofely  confined  ^ 
fisfon,  <ir  removed  hina  altogether  out  of  the  way.  Henry ^ 
oftead  of  executing  fo  infamous  a  requeft,  fliewed  the  letter 
t)LevnSy  gave  him  his  beft  advjce;  and,  having  loaded  Jiiim' 

*  Oder.  Vital.  Suger.  vit.  Liidovici  Groffi.  *  Oder, 

i^xTAL.  DuPLEix,  Mezeray.  **  Mezeray,  Lb  Gend. 

V3  With. 


vidi  preteotSy  £ent  him  home  with  all.  the  marlis  of  hcHU>u 

and  regard  poffible.     At  his  returo,.  Levj'u  demanded  juiUoe 

^or  this  attempt  \  at  whith  the  king  appeared  much  ainaaaBd, 

a^  having  in  reality  no  concern  in  it  <^.     But  Berfradey  whofe 

^ear  \va$  now  as  flrong  as  her  ambftioo,  thinking  there  was 

no  time  to  be  loil,  no  means  to  be  left  untried,  procured 

poifbn  to  be  given  him  ;  which  wrought  fo  violently,  that 

the  ableft  phyiicians  thought  it  impoiGble  to  fave  him.    A 

{faranger,  however,  undertook  th^  cure,  and  fncceeded  in  it, 

only  a  palenefi^  remained  in  his  countenance  d^ring  UFe,  not- 

withfhnding  (hat  he  grpw  afterwards  fo  corpulent  ^.  to  he 

furnamcd  th€  Crofs  "*. 

Ji  eon'  Ufoif  thi$  new  and  flagrant  aft  of  viol^nc?,  JLewis^  vn^s  on 

jjratneJta  ^^^  p^jj^j  pf  coming  to  extremities,  and  of  having  recourfe 

/  T'j*      tp  the  fame  methods  for  obtaing  juftice  in  his  own  caoie, 

%^/>If'^-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^*^  ^^  oftcn^  employed  to  procure  it  fpr  others, 

enUis        ?°'  ^^^  ^^?8>  unable  to  part  with  Bertrade,  and  as  unable  to 

Wr<y,       prptcft  her,  had  rccouife  tQ  the  pity  of  his  fon,  to  whom 

wpicl      .be  obliged  her  to  make  thp  moil  humble  fubmii&ons;  and  it 

'/ucceedy     y^as  upon  this  occafipn  that  flie  fhewed  the  utmqft  extent  of 

her  addrefs,  infomuch  th^t  it  ftiU  reo^ains  undecided,  whether 

^e  feigned  pr  felt  that  penitence  by  which  (he  totally  dif- 

armed  Lewis  pf  hjs  refenfmen^  *.     W?  may  the  left  wonder 

at  this,  fince  w:p  are  informed,  that  ihe  had  fuch  an  abfolotc 

command  over  the  morofe  Foulques  of  R^chin^  that  he  paffed 

whole  days  at  her  feet  like  her  flave;  and  it  js  certain,  that 

he  entertained  the  king  and  her  at  Jngiers  with  all  the  pomp 

and  magnificence  pofBble,  and  waited  on  them  in  perfoa  ss 

table.     After  this  reconciliation,  {he  fhewed,  upon  all  occa- 

fions,  the  n>oft   profound  refpcft  for  Lewis,  acknowlegai 

that  he  merited  the  crown  he  had  faved,  and  placed  all  hopes 

in  providing  for  the  fafety  and  fubfiftence  of  her  children  in 

recommending  them  to  his  favour  ^  ^        • 

•  Th  de^th  '"  We  pieet  with  nothing  after  this,  that  can  be  Ailed  mc- 

€fkitig      mprable,  }n  the  reign  of  king  Philip,  neither  does  it  dearly 

rhilip,      appear  whether,  with  all  his  fubmiffions  to  the  fee  of  Roim^ 

mndthe      fey  which  he  difgraccd  himfelf  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of  ftran- 

circum-     gerg  and  of  hi?  own  fubjefts,  he  obtained  a  full  confirmar 

fiances  of   ^iq^  of  his  marriage;,  that  is,  fuch  a  confirmation  as  the 

ifVf*'*'^' pontifs  affumpd   to  themfeives'a  po^er  of  giving.     It  is, 

hov^ever,  generally  fpeaking,  held  probable  that  h^   did; 
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■Cncc,  towards  theclofe  of  his  reign,  the  hiftorians  give  her 
'the  title  of  queen,  and  fpeak  of  hef'  diildren  as  rendered 
xrapable'of  the  fucceffidng.     Yet  Mezeray  fnfpefts  this,  and 
-fays  with  great  freedom,  that  the  biftiops  of  /ranr^flattered 
the  kirig's  infamous  adultery,  by  beftowing  on  it  the  honour* 
able  title  of  marriage  ^.     But,  however  this  might  be,  he  re- 
mained as  much  attached  to  her  as  ever'  to  the  Jafl  hour  of    ^  D' 
his  life.     He  died  at  Meluriy  on  the  29th  of  Jufyy  in  the  50  th      i  ,'og* . 
year  of  his  teign,  reckoning  from  his  coronation  in  his  fe- 
tKcr*$  life-time,  and  in  the  47th  from  the  deceafe  of  that 
prince  K    There  were  many  great'  a6Hons  performed  by  the 
French  nation  while  he  fat  upon  the  throne,  tho'  there  wats 
little  done  by  him ;  but  as  thcfe  aftions  muft  be  treated  of  in 
other  places,  it  would  have  been  to  no  purpofe  to  diftraft  thSe 
tliread  of  our  narration  by  (hort  and  imperfeft  accounts  of 
•^hem,  merely  bccaufe  they  fell  within  this  period  of  time  (E). 
'  Lewis 

•      «  GtJLiEL.  Malmf.  Dupleix,  P^Daniel.  *»  Du  Til- 
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(£)  PhHipy  the*  ^e  ha^  few  of  his  temper  promoted  that  ex* 

virtues,  had  many  good  qua-  pedition,  which  a  prince  of  a 

lilies;  he  was  courteous,  ge-  higher  fpirit  would,  perhaps^ 

nerous,  and  companionate,  to  have  prevented,  and  under  ao 

perfons  in  diftrefs ;  whicli  ren-  aftive  king  the  great  lords  of 

dered  him  eafy  in  private  life,  France  would  have  been  lefs     , 

find  in  a  great  meafure  abated  forward  (7).    His  anceflorshad 

that  hatred,  which  otherwife  done  much  towards  reforming 

MKooid  have  been  e)cciced by  his  the  morals  of  the  people;  ia 

yiccs  (6).    In  his  time  it  be-  his  time  they  became  very  cor- 

came  a  coftom   for  t^e  great  rupt,  which  was  owing  to  fe* 

•iiicers  of  ftate  to  witnefs  char-  veral  caufes,  but  chiefly  to  his 

texs  and  other  inftruments  of  own  bad  example,  and  the  lux- 

a    public  nature.    Under  his  ury  of  his  court,  the  retraining 

reiga  'began  the  religious  or-  priefts  from  marriage  by  a  de« 

ders  of  the  chactreux,  cift^aux,  cree  of  the  council  of  Troyei, 

and  canons  regular,  of  St.  Ju'  and  by  the  effeds  of  the  croi- 

gujtifte.    He  took  advantage  of  fade.     By  his  queen  fiertha^ 

the  firfl:  croifade    to  unite  to  who  died  of  a  broken  heart 

the  dominions  of  the  crown  the  at  Montremi,  he  had  his  fuc« 

connty  of  Bourges,  ibid  to  him  cefibr  Le^is^  Henrys  who  died 

.  by  its  lord  to  raue  money  for  his  young,    and    Cenjfantta^   who 

/equipage.  The  great  indolence  married  firft  Huguest  connt  of 

(6)  Epifopb,  FbWppi,  F.  MmWuh  A»nah  Frannrmt  Du  Cbefnty  im»  ir« 
X7)  AfAert,  Ajuins,  torn*  /.  /.  a?4.  Gefiei-Dei  fer  Frgrcots,  f,  35,  Gulitlm 
ff$bnj. 
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Lewis  ,        Lewis  the  fixth,  called  by  the  old  hiAonaiu  lem 

yi.yirr-    Tbihaut,  and,  from  bis  fize  ia  the  latter  part  of  his  rap, 

ctei^j  to      fiirnamed  tewis  tke  Grofsy  afiumed  the  fole  adfl)imftnidoa<iE 

^"•/^*      aSLirsxm  the  demife  pf  his  father^  when  he  vsis  eitten<^dK 

i^ '        3^^  y^^  ^  ^^*  ^®'    '^^^     ^  thing  he  thought  necdkf 

anT^*  ei  ^**     ^?  coronation,  not  with  (landing,  as  moft  ^teE$  % 

^vfth^Mf'  ^^  ^*^  ''^^  aftually  crowned  in  the  life-^nie  of  his  fadn, 

Jkultiefat  ^^^  ^"^  '^^.^  *^^  ^^^  ^*^  ^^^  difficulty  ^.    There  vras  at  dus 

/i^/  ^.      time  a  fchi{ia  in'the  church  of  Rheipu ;  and  therefore,  by  the 

trance  of  advice  of  the  bifhop  pf  Chartrest  who  ^vas  one  <^  the  moft 

jfffi  reifn*  refpeflabie  prelaties  in  France^  th^  king  caufed  himfi^  lo  k 

crowned  at  Orleans  by  the  bi^op  of  that  city.     This,  beiag 

done  with  great  ifolemni^y,  might  probably  add  fome  waght 

%o  his  authority  ;^but  it  was  very  fsp:  from  procuriAg  ))im  that 

tranquility  wlikh  he  expefte^l,     This  diilurbance  did  sot 

arife  from  the  great  k>rd$,  who  had  an  aiTeAion  for  his  per* 

jbn,  and  had  not  th^  leaft  caufe  tp  be  jealous  of  his  power, 

but  from  thie  infolence  of  his  iinmediate  vafTais,  who,  jofllj 

iipprehending  that  he.would  put  an  end  to.  thofe  e^bitanoe^ 

which  th^y  had  hitherto  committed  with  impunity,  goo* 

federated  togethfsr  to   give  him  all  the  trouble  in  that 

power.     In  order  to  conceive  this,  and  >vithoiit  a  dear  ooih 

ception  of  i^  what  we  have  to  fay  will  be  unintelligible,  it  is 

Irequifite  to  pbferve,  that  the  domain,  that  is^  the  territory  ac- 

ttially  in  ppfleflion  cf  the  king,  confifted  only  erf"  Paris^  Or^ 

^ans,  EfampSf  Compiegne^  Melun,  BourgeSy  and  a  few  odbei 

places  ^  lefs  ponfideratipn  1.     Amongft  the  lords  then  i- 

frms  the  prinpipal  were  the  lords  of  CorbeU  and  JUaa^in 

^  Svqia.  vjt.  Lndpvici  Gro0i,   Mbzer^y,  L^  Gbhiai* 
I  ChroR.  Sen^nfe*  Du  Tiller,  t,  Paniel. 

7r0^i,  and,  being  divorced  from  prince  of  Jnti^if  and  neitfi^; 

lum,    on  pretence  of  confan^  rons /ie  Touiott/e,  co|int  of  f^« 

guinity,   Beaumond    prirxe    of  /t?/i(8).  F^//?^,  by  his  owndc- 

Antmh,     His  children  by  the  fire,  was  buried  at  F/fi;;ry,wiudt 

famous  Bertmdij  who  is  fatd  is  th^  fame    monaftery   nov 

fp  have-  died  a  penitent,  wsre  known  by  the  name  of  ^/.  Jb* 

Philip  jco^  pf  Mantis  whofe  net  on  ti^e  Lnre.     He  j^aiffid 

ttftates  were  cQn£rcated  for  re-  longer  than  any  of  his  pndi^ 

j^llipn,  and  w^o  died  without  ccflbrs  except  Chtmrey  andtbif 

Iffue,    Florence^  who  left  only  a  any  of   his  fuccefibrs  eJEcql 

fsaughter,  and  f^ecilia^  who  was  L^wii  the  fbocteeBth  (9}. 
fwite  married^  |$rft  ^  Tancred 

(S)  Dv  Tillei,  St.  Ahrtke,  J;  if  S&res^  Duplih,  Cbahm.    '    ^)  Mamti^ 

,  ?^ 


Pmfi4  in  SesfHcej  de  Couci^  di  Montforty  ie* Mtmtthtrre^  dt 
^ock^art^  &c.  Their  fiefs  lay  fo  mtermixed  with  the  king^s 
domam  as  put  it  out  of  his  ppiirer  to  a(&mble,  on  any  oocap> 
fion,  the  whole  <^f  the  little  fccce  he  fadd,  gave  them  the  moft 
fj|voui*at>le  oppcK^tuaities  of  making  diverlions,  whe^  any  of 
tbem  ^re  attacked,  and  In  fhort  embrdled  him  in  fuch  4 
©aoner,  that^  tho*  he  had  the  lofty  title  of  kiqg  o(  Fratict^ 
he  had  fc^ce  the  ftrepgth  of  a  dukp  of  Burgundy,  Qf  thi^ 
a  aore  flagrant  inl^^nce  cannot  be  given,  than  his  being  obliged 
thrice  tp  befiege  the  little  caftle  of  Puifet.  The  firft  time  he 
was  ^ifappointed  for  want  of  provifions ;  at  the  fecond  he 
w^  beaten  by  the  confederates,  and  forced  to  raife  the  fiege ; 
but  at  laft  he  .became  mafter  of,  and  demolished,  it.  Me 
treated  in  the"  fame  manner  other  fortrei^,  as  foon  as  he  re^ 
duced  them ;  but  what  he  chiefly  relied  on  was  the  laws, 
with  the  execution  of  which  he  charged  hrmfcdf  by  force  of 
^rms;  and,  ailing  in  this  matter  with  an  impartial  fpiric  of 
jofticd,  he  jgained  the  refpeft  of  the  clergy,  and  the  love  of 
the  common  people,  whom  he  protefted  upon  all  occafion^, 
pot  only  againft  the  oj^preffions  of  their  lords,  but  alfo  the 
officeis  of  his  crown  and  army,  according  to  his  own  excel- 
lent maxim,  that  a  king  ought  to  have  no  favourites  but  hia 
people"'.  . 

It  was  apt  till  he  h^d  reduqsd  ijioft  of  thcfc  malecontents,  /r/^jj^  ^ 
of  whom  he  left  very  few  in  a  capacity  to  give  him  farther  'veryfon^ 
trouble,  that  he  began  to  take  notice  of  l^is  capital  ^ nemy,  midable 
V^ithout  whofe  encouragement  thofe  lords  durft   not  have  ^^my  in 
ftirred,  and  but  for  whofe  afliftancp  they  muft  have  been^^'^O^^* 
quickly  fubdued  :  this  was  Henry  king  of  Englandy  one  of  p^-^,^  j 
the  ableft,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  rooft  ambitious,  ^"g*^"*^» 
princes  of  that  age ;  who,  while  he  held  a  fa}r  correfpondence, 
iiiid  profeded  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  for  the  twp 
kings  Philip  and  Lewis,  held  i**fverthelefs  a  clofe  correfpon- 
deace  with  the  malecohtents,  and  encoiiraged  them  to  remain 
in  arms  to  the  very  kft,  that  he  might  have  nothing  to  fear 
for  his  duchy  of  Normandy  ;  and  that,  by  wa(ling  ai»i  har- 
raffiog  each  other,  their  ffcrci^th  might  be  fp  far  reduced,  as       ^ 
to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  makii^  certaii^  acqnifitions, 
npon  which  he  h^d  fet  his  eyes,  to  thcfe  hi«  favourite  dbmi-- 
pioos ".    The  point  upon  which  Lenois  demanded  fatisfiic-    , 
tian,  Mi«is.  the  demolition  of  Gi/ofs  on  the  Epf^  which  had 
been  ilipulated  by  tr^ty ;  but  which,  by  various  pretences, 
Henry  had  hitherto  eluded.     When  their  armies  were  on  the 

■  FragmeT!t.   Hift.  Frtncoram,    DtrPLfiix,  J;  Di  Serres. 
?Q&ER,  ViTAt,  Sufpi^.  yit.  Lttdorifi  Groffi,  Le  Gend. 
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point  of  conuog  to^battle^  Lewis  prapofed  an  accobmradi* 
don  ;  ancly  when  this  failed,  offered  to  dedde  the  dl^te  bf 
a  fiagle  combat ;  at  which  Henry  fmiled,  and  (aid,  that  he 
could  but  keep  the  place  if  he  was  vidorions,  which  was  al- 
ready in  his  hands  without  fighting ;  fo  that  the  king  d 
France  ftaked  his  life  againft  a  place  of  importance^  whmas 
he  was  to  ftake  his  life  and  that  too  againft  nodiing  ^    K 
battle  enfuedy  in  which  the  Normans  were  beat^   and  ixjl 
long  after  a  peace  wa^  concluded,  and  JVittiam  the  only  fea 
of  Henry  did  homage  to  king  Lewis  for  the  duchy  o(  Ndr* 
mandy  i  which  the  king  his  father  conftantly  refufed  to  do, 
as  thinking  it  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  a  crowiiri 
liead,  or  rather  of  fo  potent  a  prince  P. 
His  vm/'       This  war  was  fcarce  ended,  before  the  king  fonnd  himfitf 
fdiii^e    again  involved  in  frefh  broils  with  his  vaflals,  againft  whem 
himfrwjb  he  was  continually  fighting  battles,  with  various  faccefs,'^ 
'^^^'f»     very  frequently  at  the  great  hazard  of  his  life  '.    It  may  feettr 
^  9hhg€  ftuauge  that  a  king  of  France^  able  to  lead  numerous  armies 
matkUl^  into  the  field,  and  maintain  them  againft  the  EngH/b  mofh 
Mufi  ai'     ^^^  *°  Normandy,  (hoiild  not  be  able  to  crafti   the  litdc 
nvmys  in .  i^rds  in  his  own  dominions,  whofe  own  inf(^ence  was  tbe 
tbeJUU.    ible  ground  ok  their  quarrel,  and  the  fingle  objeft  they  had 
in  view  plundering  the  poor  people  '*.     But  this   difficulty 
will  be  folved,  by  obferving,  that,  in  his  wars  with  Hemj^ 
Lewis  was  affifted  by  the  great  vaflals  of  the  crown,  jAr- 
ricularly  by  Robert  count  of  Flaniers  ;  who  with  their  iot^ 
«    ferved  at  their  own  expence,  not  only  becaufe  itwasthdr 
duty,  but  becaufe  they  were  as  jealous  of  the  power  of 
Henry  as  Lewis  himfelf :  but,  in  the  wars  againft  his  ova 
vaflais,  they  took  no  (hare  at  all,  or,  if  they  did,  it  was  by 
way  of  confederacy  with  the^  king;  and  then  the  oppofiiig 
party  had  their  confederates  likewife. ,  This  alfo  accounts  fior 
the  encouragement  given  by  kings  to  thofe  repeated  expctS-' 
tions  into  the  Hofy  Land^  which-  depopulated  their  dominions, 
^'  ^-    and  deprived  them  of  their  fubjefts,  but  delivered  theai  at 
"'^*    the  fame  time  from  thofe  nautinoijs  noblonen,  who,  if  they 
had  not  been  thus  fighdng  abroad,  would  have  bem  con- 
tinually embarked  in  rebellions  at  home^ 
7he  nu'         The  count   de  Blois,   likewife   Rilpd  count  of  Ciam- 
ibodi  uftd  pagne^  who  was  nephew  to  the  king  of  England,  quickly 
hy  thg       revived  the  war  between  the  two  kings,  tho'  it  was  carried 
^i^&*         on  in  his  name ;  and  Lewis ^  to  fhew  that  he  could  negodate 

•  SucER.  vit.  Ludovici  Groifi,  &  ah  .  p  Gulielm, 

Malmiburieniis.  ^  Chron.  Senonfe.  ^  Sucer^  vita 

Jjudovici  GrojQi.  •  Qulielm,  M^miburiesiiifij  Durifix/ 
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s  well  as  figbt,.drcw  in  Fculques  count  of  ^;rt/ofi^  the  foti  LewisA^i/ 

^f  Fmlqu£S,  U  Recbin  and   Rertrade^  to  refufe  homage  to  Henry  /a 

Eftf/w^  for  the  county  of  iJiJiiw^,  which  he  had  acquirSi  by  A^f^'^ 

narriage ;  but  this  war  did  not  turn  at  all  to  his  advantage,  '^«>/'- 

ioce  bis  army  was  not  only  totally  defeated  by  that  of  the-r^^^'^'^ 

»unt  of  Bhis,  butalfo  the  gallant  earl  q(  Flanders  trampled  '*'^v"* 

p  death  '•    Soon  after  the  king  of  England  arrived  in  Nor^ 

nandytt  and  having  got  Robert  de  BeUfmey  one  of  the  lords 

xrho  revolted  from  him,  into  his  hands>  fent  him  to  prifon» 

irom  whence  he  :s^as  difcharged  only  by  deaths  and  fo  frighted 

he  reft  of  the  malecontents,  that  they  fpeedily  fubmitted  ; 

^,  the  two  kings  meeting  at  Cifors^  a  peace  was  concluded^ 

jntu-ely  to  the  king  of  England  %  honour  and  intpreft,  to 

Hhom  not  only  the  count  of  Anjou  did  homage  for   the  i 

fpunty  of  Maine^h\xt  alfo  Alain  the  third  for  his  duchy  of 

fr^tagne  ;  and,  what  ftrengthened  him  ftill  more,  he  mar- 

^  one  of  his  daughters  to  Conan,  the  fon  of  that  duke,  the 

;)ther  being  already  married  to  the  emperor  Henry\th.Q  fifth, 

VeA  M  the  fame  time  his  fon  IVilliam  efpoufed  the  daughter 

1^4  heirefs  of  the  count  of  Anjoii ".     The  king,  after  this 

peace,  thinking  it  high  time  to  fettle  himfelf,  and  to  fecure    A.  D; 

ibe  fucceiSon,  efpouled^  Alix  or  Adelaide^  the  daughter  of   mSn 

Uumi^rt,  count,  of  Maurienne,  or  of  Savoy ^  for  whom  he 

bad  a  ftrong  and  lading  affedtion  during  his  whole  life.  This 

Oiarriage  did  not,  indeed,  add  any  immediate  ftrength  to 

^  king ;  but  the  new  queen  rendered  herfelf  fo  acceptable 

U>  the  nobility,  and  a£ted  on  all  occaiions  with  fo  much 

wifdom  and  4ifcretioQ,  as  proved  of  great  ufe  to  Lewis 

during  tbp  xcmaifuog  part  of  his  reign  ^.  . 

Thb  misfortunes  of  the  laft  war  chagrined  this  monarch  Anew 
exceedingly,  and  therrfore  he  readily  Mencd  to  the  inter-  war,  in 
ceffion  of  a  young  prince ;  who,  after  traverfing  fevepal  other  iiobicb 
ftwrts,  thp'  a  perfeft  yoyth,  came  at  laft  to  take  flielter  in  Henry  /if 
bis.    This  was  William,  the  fon  of  R(Aert  duke  of  Nor-  «,?«''«. 
mndy^    aijd   grandfon  of   the  conqueror,    who  earneftly  '^^^**^^•- 
prefled  hint  tq  intercede  ftfr  his  father's  liberty,  and  for  the  ?*^>?'*^^' 
reftitution  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  which  he  claimed  as  f^l^g^g 
bis  right.    .The  king  advifed  him  to  form  as  ftrong  a  party  ^»  his  own 
fis  he  could  in  Narmapdy  ;  to  engage  the  counts  of  Flanders  terms* 
and  Ar^ou  in  his  intereft ;    and  that,  whenever  they  were 
ready  to  a^t,  he  fliould  not  fipd  him  backward.     In  this 
5W//iam  fucceedcd  tp  his  wilh;  and,  when  all  things  we^rc 
perfeftly  ripe,  he  iignified  to  Henry  his  delire  that  an  end 
•  > 

*  S0GER.  vita  Luddvici  Grofii,  Mbzeray.         »  Guhelm, 
[j4j(lmfl)aricii§;.        ▼  Svger.  vita  Ludovici  Groffi. 
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might  bs  put  to  duke  Roberfz  iatprifojiffiCQt '.  Tliisbof 
peremptorily  rcfufed,  the  king  aud  ths  &uc\(iFhudin^ 
tered  Normandy ;  ilpon  which  the  nobility  b^gan  every- 
ixrhcre  to  rife,  and  proclaimed /^/i^sm  their  duke.  \slV^ 
whole  reign  Henry  was  never  lo  touch  eaibanraflcd;  a  cq» 
'  fpiracy  broke  o«t  in  his  court,  which  alarmed  hlmiiHirtftiHi 
ftU  ih«  rcll.  The  earl  of  Flandsrs  advanced  to  tbe  w} 
gates  of  Rouen,  and  burnt  the  fuburbs  ;  fome  places  i 
strength  were  taken,  others  revolted,  and  his  aftirs  fcUltrj 
Jow  ;  yet  he  made  no  overtures  of  peace.  On  thecoauuj, 
he  difputed  every  inch  of  ground,  brought  over  forces frei| 
England,  and  kept  his  fortified  places-  well  garrifpDed  aai 
fyeil  fupplied,  till  the  duke  of  Bretagt^e  and  the  earlol 
Champagne  marched  to  his  affiftance  ^,  Ijnuis,  with  bil 
victorious  army,  a^ed  with  great  vigoi^r,  ^nd  marching  l(| 
reduce  Ayon,  were  furprifed  to  find  Henry  in  their  way  id| 
to  giv^  fhem  battle ;  the  a<5lion  was  very  briflc,  the'  BOtia)| 
bloody  5  the  kings  were  refpcdWvely  very  n«ar  beitigkilled^ 
taken;  but  at  length,  through  the  military  (kill  of  ilifw)^ 
Leiijis  was  totally  defeated,  and  forced  (o  fly  on  foot,  ill 
with  much  difficulty  arrived  at  Jridely  \  Soon  after  pops 
fiallxtuf  the  fecond  held  a  great  council  ^t  RhehnSy  mA 
king  L^/i  affifted  in  perfon,  Where  he  made  gr^re# 
plaints  of  Henry  ;  upon  whiph  the  pontif  undertcxd^toib 
diate  a  peace  between  tbpto  :  for  which  purpc^e  he  vitti 
Ciforj,  were  he  conferred  with  the  ktog  of  England  iMH 
his  own  affairs,  as  well  a$  thc^e  of  Lewis ;  but  found  Ul 
equally  firm  as  to  both.  This  poiitif  had,  in  the  consi^ 
excommunicated  tl^e  emperor  Henry  the  fifth,  bn  tbeM*, 
fi£i  of  inveiVitures^  apd  threatenied  the  E^gHJb  king  titktli| 
fame  treatment;  but  to  no  purpoib.  'E^Mts^Hmj^ 
bott^t  Che  count  of  Anjou^  BtUdmn  earl  of  FknienHk 
dead  of  the  wotinds  he  received  m  the  laft  battle,  aodinl 
of  the  Nfirman  lords  were  either  ruined  or  redticed;  folW 
^  ^  Levjis  was«  Qiice  irtore  obliged  to  naake  peace  with  him  Bpc| 
n  ao  '^  ^^^  «rm3.  Thje  joy  of  Henry ^  however,  was  q^riwf 
qualified  by  the  lofs  of  his  two  fons,  and  a  great  immbff « 
his  tiobility,  who  were  fhip-wrecked  in  their  paffig^U 
England,  thro'  their  own  iU-Cf:?ndiiA,  ai^d  th^s  dninteon^* 
the  feamcri  *.r  ' 

Anjcar  '^^^  *^*^8  ot  France y  confidering  thtt  Hetiry  had  W^^J 

fwithtbe  ^^  male  reiftaliifeftg,  fupplied  duke  WiUkmi  the  to « 

*  Du  Chesne,    Dupleix,   Le  Gendke.  «  ''Heb. 

i>EK.  .  .  »d 


tAerfs  with  large  fams.  of  cumey,  and  enabled  him  there*  emperor^ 
l^  to  renew  bis  iatrigfies  with  the  nobility  of  Normandy ;  in  ivhkh 
who,  laoking  upon  him  as   the  iaft  heir  of  their  ancient  Lewis 
fakes,  notwithflkodiflfg  ail   tliey  had   fuffered^  had  a  very  ^'"^^f 
Ibong  affeftion  for  hiro.     The  count  of  Ai^su,  feeing  hiS'^''^'^'^'^*' 
Aiaghter  a  widow,  aM  without  children,  by  the  death  <>f^J^"^/7* 
pince  WilHam  of  Englandy  gave  his  fftcond  daughter  SybtUd    ^"^^   ' 
to  that  young  prince;  with  the  county  of  Maine  **.     Charlet 
Ki  Denmark y  who  had   focceeded  his  coufin  Baldwin  in  thef* ' 
tarldom  of  Flanders^  embarked  tikewife  In  this  d^gn,  and    . 
4e  confederacy  grew  fo  ftrong,  that  at  length  they  mad«  bttt 
Btde  doubt  of  carfying  their  point ;  but  the  prudent  and  for- 
tOQate  Henry   difappointed   them  oiice  mmt.     He  had  ef-* 
]x)ufed  the  colifin  of  the  pope,  and  by  that  meafj^  gainccf 
lltm  fo  mnch  to  his  iptereft,  that,  upon  exMbitidg  the  pedi- 
l^ees  of  diike  WiUiam  and  the  daughter  of  the  count  of  An-- 
jm,  their  carriage  was  declared  nuU^  and  that  unfortunate* 
priflce  left  once  moi^e  without  any  other  fupport  than  hisf 
Blent  and  birth  ;  and  coming  in  perfon  into  Nornfandy,  be-" 
fcre  ihmgs  were  fettkd,  he  feized  fome  of  the  malecontents,,' 
cajded  others^  and  defeated  the  reft  ^,-    It  remained  to  com* 
pfete  his  revenge  to  humble  the  king  oi  France,  and  with  thitf 
view  he  excited  the  emperor  ^^/try  the  fifth,  who  quickly 
affembled  all  the  power  of  Germany }  giting  out,  .that  hcf 
ivoQld  born  the  city  of  Rheims  to  the  ground,  in  refent- 
meat  of  the  excommunication  pronounced  againft  him  in  the" 
^xkmeil  held  there.     Lewis  took  advantage  of  this  declara-' 
iiooi  and  fummon^d  all  the  vaffals  of  the  crown  to  fend  their 
forces  to  Apnens  at  a  fhort  day,  when  it  clearly  appeared 
lioW' different  a  thing  it  was  to.  attack  the  kingdom  and  the 
lang  of  Fpance ;  £or  when- Lewis  put  hitnfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  it  confiftod  of  two  hundred  thou&nd  men,  and, 
o&  ib^F  begifiiuBg  to  mapeh,  the  emperor  abandoned  his  de- 
%!!;  and;  dt6iiiffing  the>army  he  bad  ratibd  in  Lorrdin,  re^     A.D. 
tired  ifito  the  heart  of  his  own  dominions  *.     The  king,     1 1  ^^ 
wiBing  to  mdke  ufe  of  fo  ifrefiftabte  a  force,  would  have 
isd  them  imnaediately  Into  Ncmriaandyi  in  order  to  eftablifli 
duke  U^Siani,  to  whom  he  had  given  another  wife,  with  a 
confiifarabie  territoiy,  on  the  frontiers  of  that  duchy.     His 
great  vaflals,  howetef^  told  him  plainly,  that  they  would  do 
!»fech  thing  J  lor  that  they  ajBfcmbled  to  defend  the  terri- 
tories of  Fr^wMV  from  the  invafioa  of  a  foreign  prince,  and 
^t  to  extend  his  power  by  deilroying  that  balance  which 
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arofe  from  the  king  of  England's  pofleffing  N^rmdwfy,  ^riuoh 
chey  looked  upon  as  neceflary  to  their  hictj^.     Oq  thlsdt- 
cafion  we  firft  hear  of  *the  oriflame,  which  was,  properly 
fpeaking,  the  banner  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Denis^  bdng  t 
crimfoQ  flag  fixed  to  a  gilt  lance,  from  whence  it  derived  its 
name ;  and  from  its  bdi^  borne,  on  this  occafiop,  before  tk 
king,  came  in  after-times  to  be  confidered  as  the  royal  Jftaoil- 
ard  of  France.    At  this  time,  however,  every  abby  had  its 
ilaiidard,  and  fome  lord  who  was  its  ^voyer,  or  proteftor, 
who  commanded  thdr  tenants  and  men  of  war,  whenever,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftrange  cuftom  of  that  age,  they  happened  to 
have  any  quarrel  with  their  neighbours,  which  they  were 
inclined  to  decide,  as  all  points  of  controverfy  were  then  de- 
cided, by  the  law  of  arms  ^ 
VniUam,      '^H^  drawing  together  this  amazing  force  inclined,  and 
the  fin  of  the  death  of  the  emperor,  which  happened  foon  after,  nnde 
Robert     it  neceflary  for,  the  king  of  England  to  condnde  a  peace,  to 
Juke  of     which  Jung  Lewis  was  not  at  all  averfe ;  fo   that  it  was 
Norman-  quickly  fettled  upon  eafy  and  equal  terms,  and,  whidi  is 
iJ  1/       Ipmewhat  extraordinary,  was  much  better  obferved  than  any 
'^  '^    -     treaty  between  thcfe  two  princes  had  hitherto  been  ;  and  yet, 
pfanders    ^^^^^  pretence  of  aififting  their  allies,  thefe  mooarchs,  firan 
and  kiUed  ^^'^  ^^  ^vsit^  gave  the  world  fufBciently  to  underftand  thef 
there.        were  far  from  being  reconciled.     Charles  earl  of  Flanders^ 
being,  aflaflinated  by  fome   difcontented    fubjefts,   Lem 
entered   that   country  with  a  fmali  army;    and,   ha^og 
furprifed  the  offenders,    puniflied  them  as  they  deferred. 
After  this  the  queftion  was,  how  to  difpofe  of  the  dignity,  to 
which  there  were  many  pretenders,  andamongfl:  them  B€it 
win  eari  of  Mons,  whofe  grandfather  had  been  deprived  {£ 
the  earldom  by  Robert  count  of  Frize,  and  Thierry  count  of 
Jlface^  who  was  filler's  fon  to  that  count  of  Prize. K     The 
king  fet  tliem  all  afide  to  make  way  for  WUliam^  the  fon  of 
Robert  duke  of  Normandy  ^  which  anfwered  two  parpofer; 
it  gave  the  kipg  a  right  to  refume  what  he  had  beilowed 
upon  this  prince,  till  he  could  obtain  for  him  fome  eftablifli- 
ment,  and  it  put  it  much  more  in  his  power  to  fiipport  ins 
claim  to  hi^  father^s  duchy  than  hitherto  it  had  ever  been. 
Henry 9  on  the  other  hand,  refolving  at  any  rate  to  gain  the 
count  of  AnjoUf   married  his  only  daughter,  the  empre6 
dowager,  to  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  the  ton  of  that  coont, 
tho'  a  bo^;  and  not  long  after  the  count,  himfelf,-  pardy  at  ' 
the  king's  perfuafion,  and  parly  from  ambidon,  went  into  dse 
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Holy  L^nd,  to  receive  the  crown  of  Jerufalem  ^.  Haying  that 
fecured  hijnfelf  from  all  appr^heoisons  on  that  fide,  he  di- 
rec^ed^  his  old  ally,   the  earl  oi  Champagne^   to  fupport 
Thierry  of  jiljace  againft  hb  nephew  count  /^i7//ajw,  in.  which 
conteft,  however,  that  young  prince  had  the  better ;  but, 
receiving  a  wound  in  the  hand,  a  gangrene  feized  the  arm, 
of  which  he  died.     This  gave  his  con^ietitor  an  opportunity 
to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Flanders ;  upon  which  the  king  re*     A  JX 
ceived  lus.  homage ;  which  prevented  Henry,  who  waited  all     112a* 
this  tkne  in  Normandy  to  fee  what  turn  the  war  would  take,, 
from  breaking  openly  with  France.     A  thing  which  he  ftu- 
dloufly  avoided,  unlefs  fecure  of  fome  advantage  K 
.    As  peace  was  now  reftored,  the  king  thought  it  expedient  The  kmg 
.to  place  the  crown  upon  the  head  Af  his  eldeft  fon  Philip ;  cau/es  his 
which  wa§  accordingly  done,  with  all  the  ufual  folemnities,  eUefiftm 
yx  Rheims.     This  being  over,  he  thought  himfelf  more  at^^*^^P» 
leifure  to  cx)rreft  many  inconveniencies  which  had  gradually  ^^^*^''' 
crept  into  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  which,  in  thofe  '       I' 
times,  could  be  done  no  other  way  tlian  by  force;  and  if»  ^»^,^js 
in  thefe  his  good  endeavours,  he  met  with  pppoiition  from  ibme  ^^^^ 
of  the  great  lords,  he  was  aflifted  and  fupported  by  others  :  crvwnei, 
fo  that,  by  executing  the  decrees  of  his  fupreme  courts  of 
juilice,  he  rendered  appeals  frequent,  and,  with  an  apparent 
zeal  for  the  public  good,   extended  his  own  authority  k, 
J^ope  innocent  the  fecond,  finding  himfelf  conftrain«d  to  leave 
i?cw«^  by  his  competitor,  retired  \vlX.q  France,  where 'he  was 
received  with  great  refpeft,  and  kept  his  Eafier  with  great 
fplendour  at  Paris.     But  the  joy  of  the  court  was  quickly 
turned  into  mourning  by  the  fall  of  the  young  king  Philip 
from  his  horfe,  of  which  he  died  on  the  3d  of  06lober.     Be-     |i  Ji*' 
fore  the  clofe  of  the  month  a  general  council  was  held  at 
Rhei?nsy  in  which  the  king  as  well  as  the  pope  was  prefent^ 
and  there  the  crown  was  fet  upon  the  head  of  Lewis,  his 
eldeft  furviving  fon,  at  that  time  about  twelve  years  of  age. 
The  fuddennefs  rf  this  coronation,  after  fo  unlucky  an  acci- 
dent, is  accounted  for  by  an  old  hiftorian,  who  reports,  that 
a  party  was  forming  amongft  the  great  lords  and  prelates  foe 
transferring  the  crown  to  another  family,  if  the  king,  with 
the  affiftance  of  pope  Innocent,  had  not  prevented  it,  in  tha 
manner  that  has  been  related  K     With  all  his  excellent  qua- 
lities, and  the  more  candid  of  the  French  hiftorians  acknow^ 
lege  him  the  beft  of  their  kings,  h^  had  a  failing,  if  it  may 
be.calkd.  fo,   which  jraifed  a  fecret  diflike  to  him,  and. 
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increa(cd  >vich  his  years.    This  failiog  coniiftcd  In  a  o 
freedom  of  fpdsch ;  honeft,  fincere,  and  VreU*meanii^  himic 
he  defpifed  flattery,  and  he  hated  falfiiood  ;  pioas»  withe  ^ 
hypocrify  or  fupcrftition;  he  treated  very  roughly  fijch  of  t^ 
prelates  as  a^ed  inconfiflent  with  iheir  chara<^fer  ;  obedi^t 
to  the  laws  himfelf,  his  zeal  for  juftice  had  led  him  to  correS 
fuch  of  the  DdbfUty  as  aAed  tyrannically,.' with  a  ckgree  of 
rigour  that  made  them  fecret  Enemies  to  htm  and  his  fami^ 
But,  while  they  medifited  the  humiliation  of  both.  Provi- 
dence placed  the  crown  upon  the  head  of  the  jdtkng  Ltwif; 
in  the  fight  of  four  hundred  prelates,  afl^mbled  frcHn  difierent* 
parts,  the  major  part  of  the  nobility,  and  the  embaffiidot^ 
and  deputies  of  feveral  foreign  nations^  lirith  general  stp- 
^laufe"^, 
"Jj/fu'raiA     ®^  ^°S  eitperlence  tlie  greater  vmUs  of  the  ferown  be^^ 
ikivue       ^o  perceive,  that  the  king's  views  were  very  honourable,  ani 
givitt  t9    that,  tho'  he  was  very  qttick,  he  wad  no  M%  fteadiy  in  hisi^t 
Ms /on  ly  fblutions ;  and  therefore  Tkibaui^  count  of  Champagne^  and 
^*>f  Lew- other  great  Idrds;  reconciled  themfelvef  to  him|  fo  tfaacatf 
IS  in  bis    the  arts  of  his  rival  could  never  detach  them  again  Jfrem  his 
declinini    mtercft.     Bttt^  in  the  midft  of  his  profperity,  he  feli  into  % 
f^^^*        languiftilng  ftate  of  health,  feeing  in  a  manner  overwhelmed 
with  felt.     K%  his  fttength  wore  away  he  prepared  for  death; 
by  (Siting  Kis  affairs  in  order ;  and,  when  he  thought  it  (b 
near  as  t6  receive  the  ficramehtS  df  thfe  churirh:  he  drew  hi^ 
fignet  ring  from  his  finger  and  put  it  iipdh  that  of  his  fon,  with 
thefe  words :  "  By  this  fign  I  invefl  you  with  fo*fereigtt  amho- 
•*  rity ;  but  remember,  that  it  is  no  other  than  a  public  employ^ 
•*  ment,  to  which  you  are  called  by  Providencfe,  and  for  riw 
**  exercife  of  which  you  arc  to  givea  (!rift  account  in  the  ti^rid 
"  to  come  ";"  Hfe  grew  better  after  this,  bi;t  he  w6uld  never 
ufe  any  of  the  enfigns  of  royal  authdrity  y  but  whenever  hfc 
appeared  abroad  on  horfifljack,  he  was  furreunded  by  vail 
crouds  of  people,  trho^  by  loud  acclamations,  teflified  thdf 
zeal  for  his  government,  and  thfcir  affeftion  for  his  perfoft  ». 
Marriage      An  accident  contributed  nbt  i  little  to  the  revival  of  th<f 
e^^^'        king's  ftrength.     William  the  tenth,  duke  of  Gmenn^  aad 
young  king  j4quitaine,  refolving  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  flirine  i^ 
^JAe      ^^*  James  of  Comp^ella^  bequeathed  hi^  extenfivetetritorics 
niifej>f      *^  *^^'  daughter  Eleanor ^  upon  condition. that  fhe  married 
Lewis  the  ^^  Y^^^S  ^^^S  Levjis  ;  and  he  dying  in  that  pilgrimage,  th<J 
Grois,       ^g  f<^Q^  ^^^   f<^^>   tao&   nobly    attended,    to  BourdeaxiXj 
where  the  marriage  was  celebrated  with  great  pemp,  and  th*. 
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3ung*princefs  fplemrily  crowned  queen  of  France,  atid  the 
oung  king  was  inaugurated  as  duke  of  jlquitaine  znd  Poi- 
lers^.  In  the  mean  time  Lewis  hGrofs^  unable  to  fupport  a  tw 
1c  heat  of  the  dog-days,  died  at '/^ariV,  on  the  ift  of  Ju-  ,  '  _' 
iifly  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign,  arid.  60th  of  his  age<3, 
l^ith  the  addition  of  certain  qualities,  the  French  hiftorians 
ly  he  might  have  made  a  better  king ;  but,  they  allow, 

better  man  never  graced  their  throne :  poftcrity  perhaps 
lay  think  this  no  diminution  of  his  charaftcr. 

Lewis,  at  the  dnie  of  his  father's  ^emife,  was  eighteen  Lewis 
ears  of  age,  and,  as  all  writers  agree,  was  furnamed  le  VII.  per^ 
^eune.     If  this  was  only  to  diftinguifti  him  from  his  father,  flexed  hy 
len  we  ought  to  ftiie  him  Lewis  the  younger  j  but  a  ccr-  *l^^  ^e- 
liti  writer  tells  us,  that  this  furname  was  given  him  on  his  ^^^^^  °f  i 
jparating  from  his  wife  Eleanor^  and  giving  her  back  the  ^^^/^^^^^ 
achy  of  Guienne,  and  then  it  has  quite  another  Iignification^-^^'^^^  y' 
ml  implies  that   Lewis  was  always  a  young  man  \     The^/^^^^'^ 
imc  troubles  that  perplexed  the  beginning  of  his  father's^ 
ifturbcd  alfo  the  entrance  of  his  reign ;  that  is,  feveral  of 
he  nobility  indulged  themfelves  in  great  excefles,  which,  as 
«re  have  already  (hewn,  were  no  otherwife  to  be  reprcfled 
han  by  force.  ■  The  king  therefore,  having  put  good  gar- 
ifons  into  the  fortreflcs  of  his  new  dominions,  returned  to 
Irieans;   where,  upon  his  attempting  to  aflemble  troops, 
he  commons,  who  owed  all  their  privileges  to  his  father'fe 
avour,  revolted:  but  I^xt/Zj  quickly  reduced  and  chaftifed 
hem,  as  he  likewifedid  the  lords  •,     It  is  remarked,  and  it 
Icfcrves  to  be  remarked,  that  he  did  not  follow  his  father's 
ixample,  in  being  crowned  a  fecond  time.     Euftacei  the  foa 
i  Stephen  earl  of  Bologne,  whp  had  feated  himfelf  in  the 
^nglifif  throne,  had  done  homage  to  Lewis  the  Grcfs  for  the 
luchy  of  Normandy ;  the  king,  to  fix  him  more  efFeftually 
t)  his  inierefts,  gave  him  his  ufter  in  marriage ;  which,  how-  ^ 

:ver,  made  no  impreffion^  upon  Thihaut  earl  of  Champagne, 
'Ider  brother  to  the  Englijh  monarch,  and  uncle  to  Eujtace, 
vho  began-  to  reiiew  his  old  praftices,  and  to  form  intrigues 
igainft  a  prince  whom  he  thought  too  tenderly  educated  ro 
ead  the  life  his  father  had  done,  who  was  almoft  always  in 
irms,  and  whofe  experience  he  thought  infufficient  to  deal . 
^Ith  one  who  had  made  the  framing  fuch  kind  of  confedp* 
acies  almofl  the  fole  bufmefs  of  his  life.     But  in  this  he 
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found  himfelf  exceediogly  miftafcea,  and  this  nptwithlhnd- 

ing  he  was  more  in  the  right  than  perhaps  he  had  ever  bea 

in  his  life  ^  .     -  •. .  ,  .    .        •  ' 

Source  of      Albrlc,  arclibiQiop  of  J5w/rf  ^j,  dyiog,  thechaptcr  of  that 

his  dif     fee  ekfted  Pierre 4e  la  Chdtre,  with9ut.  havii^  the  ki^s 

ference      permiffibn  -,  upon  >yhich  Lewis  (ware  be  fhpuld  not  bcadi- 

nAjitbthe   bifhop,  commanding  the  .chapter;  to  go  to^a  D^w  eJfeffioB, 

fee  of       leaving  them  ^t  fall  liberty,. to  e^cft  whom,  they  pkaH 

Komc,     p^^^^^^  /^  Ch^tr^on]^  e?tcepted, .  wbi^; thcy/rfufed  to  do; 

■    ^-^i    and:thc  pope  deeiaripg  in  favouF  of  the  ne^?ff  archUfhop, > 

Ch m      retired  into .  the .  eftates  of  the  cpuQt  of  Cbampagflc,  and^c^ 


Daenev    comtaunicatpd  the  king's,  dom^n  w^th^n  tte -bpuwk  ^o^ 

Ifiaion.  archbifopprick.     X^w/V,  upon  this,,  puOied  Tkbauf  fo  ba^ 

that  he  was  on  .the  point  of  .^oiniqg  to  terms^  when  .ai« 

accident. excited  ftill  greater  ^ift^rbanc^.^.    Rodoiph^sm 

of  Vennandois,  who  y^as  tfe^.; king's, chief  qfitmfter,  andW 

near  relation,  obtained  a  divorce, from  his  wife,  under  pa? 

tcnce  of  their  being  related,   and  married  Petronitla,  m 

queen's  ftfter  ;  but  his  firft  wife  b^ing. nearly  related  todr 

xoMnx^Ghampagney  .he  follicited  the pope.to  fend  akgi? 

into  frtffff^  to  review  this  divorce,  who  prefently  ded;wei| 

euUvaiid  excommunicate4  Rodolph,  ip  ca(e  he  did  not  lavc|| 

^ond  wife,.and  t^ke  back  his iirft  ^v  Tl)is  fo prpvpkfdf 

^  Icing,  that  he  made  another  expedition  ii^tp  Champagne  y^bt^ 

>  having  takca  ViUi,  he  caufed  the  church  ^tq  be  let  <m  fir^ 

•whidi  tliirtcen.  i  hundred  .people   were  eirficr  choakci^fli 

turned.    But  when  he,  came  t9  refleft  pn  this  crueL^a^ 

he  not  only  admitted  the  arohbiftiop,  a^d  naad?  peaq?^ 

iriic  count,  but  refolved  to  expiate  his  offence , by ^oing  to* 

HofyLahifi  '     '    '        V    ^  .        •  .  •  *.._  .  ir-\    '^^  '     "*^    •    '■- 

cru    r.      \'  l^  *s.  neccflan^  here  tp^  enter  into  ^le  chara^e^  ^.t^fti 

;L^.f;;/-clefiaftics,.  upon  whom  at  thi^junajure^h^iateo^.t^e  k^ 

S/Bcr    ^nd  idngdom  abfolutel)^  tura^d. ;  ,Thef«,  ;tfao'  dijflfejent, 

nard,  al  .other  xefpc^s,  agreed  m  the.Angular  qu^t^es  of  u^ej^. 

hot  of     ;piety  .and  ;abfolute.:  difwtereftediirfs..,    B^rufird,,   abb(^;< 

Clair-     KChirvcLvXi  was,  for  thofq  times,,  learned^  ^naturally  eloqi* 

vauK,  ^»4aufterc  inhtslife,  irreprf)achaWe,  in  his  morals^  ?€^lcms 

S«g^^'    ithe  highcft  degree,-  and  withal  inflcxiblie,  j^f  ^ji.  loi^  1 

Mot. of  .fore  gained;  the  reputation  .9^.*.  faint,,  \%  w^.ljeard«._ 

St.Dems,^^^^^^^^  revered  as^  Jloprppfeet  .^^ .  ^ugex,  M)9\  ^A 

Denis,  was  a  man  of  another  kind,  mean  in  his  birth,  and 

^     meaner  in  Ws  afpeft ;  he  was  fo  diftinguiOied  l?y  his  fflfirii;^ 

*  Odsric  Vita.l.        ^  GeftaLudovicl  VII.    Roc.  Hovi; 
*i)Ew.  wNANxLChron.  GefUifcJ4.4<?xi4^.  *  GAVtu- 

nvs,  lib.iv.  vitae  S.  Bernard.  Guli€Lm.Tyv 


that  be  ha^  a  greai:  fh^re  tii  the  jidniipjitr^tjon  during  t^fi 
fbrnper  rfiign,  Wid,  wWch  vfa$  ,pot  ^.  li^jtlje  grange,  w^s 
cqjaaUy  refpeclcd  sfnd  beloved  ia  his  convi^jit  f<?,r  his  humj- 
lity  aud  Jftricl  mann/et  of  life,  and  admired  ia  the  council  fqt 
hi&  prudeoos  and  pjen/etration.  Lewis  th  Grofi  loyc^  Jiifla 
f^  his  fioi^rity  ;  l/^n^is  U  feune  ferpe<^ed  him  as  his  father. 
<mjf(mt  Qoxiv^tof  Chamfingney  the  mpft  artificial  man  o/  his 
iioie,  fet  fo  high  a  yalu^  on  the  frieftdfliip  -of  the  abbptj.vf 
Si^  i>auSi  .that  he  feldom.rtfufed  bm  any  tjiing,  ai[id  n^v^r 
attempted  t6  deceive  him  y,.  i?^^?i^r^  earneftly  pr^s^ed  t^e 
fluDgtomake'.the  exp^ditioo  agai«{ft  the  infideU  io  ^perfon  ;  -.' 
SMg^r  pci^Uaded  hita  to-cQotribu^te  rnen  and  nxomey,  ,but  to  ' 
'jtfmam  at,hQme,-aj>d  gpverH  his  people  wifply.  fiernari 
»caiTi^d.his  point. by, his  veheme<ice,  and  Sugier,  tbo*  he  fu^- 
Lfwited,  retaioedJii3  osvn  apinion,  afld  made  no  fcrupleof  fqre- 
^fdiing  the  incQoiTeniencie^  liat, would  attend  ^thismeafure  ; 
"irfiUe  Be.rnardy\^  if  infpk^,  magnified  ^e  honour  th^t 
«fo«ld  refultfcom  ii;>  .and-  made  hjmfelf  iA  a  grcjatn^eafure; 
>«ifwerai3lefor,itsfuccefe  ^       •. 

:     A  CHEAT  xwncil  pf  the  nobility  and  prelates  was  called  Lewis,  a§ 
i^'Vizik  mJbirgumlyt  that  .a  tpaiter  gf  thisimpprtaac^  pight  '^'  '»- 
^sot  feemito  be-undentajtea  without  the  confent  of  tlae.patipn.  /^w^  of 
dpBdierio.fuch  affcpiblies  had  be^n  ftijcd,  ,by  .hjftoria^s.-wfho  "^^*?^*"% 
^mot€  in-  Latin9  QtivenW^  or.  f^iacita;hi^t  we  .find  this  ^*^  '  T^ 
^denominated  Magnutn.Panlwnentufn,  vwhich  is  the-  fi^jft  tinie*^^^^  ^^ 
tthat.we  meet  with  this  word;  ,aqd/rom  hen^e  the  reader  ,vt /^,>^. ' 
^wHi.form.a  juft  notion  of  the  parliaments  pf  FrancCy  which,  tioncf 
iliawever altered  or.  fallen  from  what,  they  were,  are  ^11  that  is  him^  great 
^left.of  thefc  ancient  parliaments  ^,     As  :  there  •  was .  not  }n  fart  oftbg 
}^ixUa  a  ckurch  capable  pf  holding  eVen  a  fmall  part  of  fo  mhiiity. 
fgrcat  anuitiber  of  people,  the  .affepjbly  was  held  in  the  ppen 
1^.*.  :Tl?e  abbot  ^<?r«W.  read. the  letter. of  pope.,£:«g:^«^  the 
jftiird,  ^wiLch.  he. fecpnded  by  a  vehement  decimation.    The 
iing^then  rofe  np,  and  recdb/'cd  frpni  his  hand  the  crpfs 
»rhich  had  been  fenthito.  from  i/?<:im^,  and  j:hen  n^ade  a  dif-  ^ 
loourfe  of  the  like  kind.     His  queen  fpllpwed, his  example  ; 
Wmdthen  Ahnfo'JeS,  OiUes.  C(Awtp{:Td^loi{fe,:Tf^ietr.i  d'Alfaae 
]maLVk,t.oi- Floors y  Henry ^^ioxi^^  jbe  count  K>i ^Champagne, 
kxujt count\of .7\fe;/rj, .JRenattd hisi brother,  coijntpf Tqnner'e, 
Robert  cpunt.  c& Dxeux\  brothct.to.jthe  kiiig,  ..}>^x,  count  s)f 
SoiJfonSy  fVtlliam  count  oi  Ponthieu,  William  count  of  Varenne, 
xouila. xo  the  king,  Arcbcmbdud .de  .Bcuri^n,  JEitiguerrdnd  de 

•^  GeftaLudoyici  Vn.    P.  4^mil.    Atinales  Frine.    Nang. 
'Cbron.  «•  GuLLiELM.  Tyb.    Gefta  Ludov,  Qaufiudus, 

ttbifupra.  *^-Chrbii.MA'VitiN^AC.  : 
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^08  ^be  Hift^  of  France.  B.  XIX 

CoucU    Cecffrey   Rancon^  Hugues  de  iMftgnan^    IViUiam  di 

GourUnai^  and  many  other  lords,  fpoke  to  the  &ine  purpofe; 

the  multitude  of  perfons  of  inferior  rank,  who  entered  into 

the  fame  engagements,  almoft  exceeded  computation  **.    Tint 

abbot  Bernard^  after  appointing  another  a/Iembly  to  be  hdU 

,    before  Eafterj   went  to  preach  the  croifade  in  Germai^\ 

where,  by  the  force  of  his  irreftAible  elocution^  he  prevaikl 

on  the  emperor  Conrad  the  third,  Fredsric  duke  of  SzsaiU^ 

who  was  afterwards  emperor,  and  an  infinite  nuaiber  of  all 

rank^  to  embrace  the  fame  defign  «.  ^ 

The  etH'         An  expedition  of  this  nature  could  not  be  undertaken  widt 

perorand  |.qq  much  deJiberation,  sind  therefore  there  were  two  move 

/A^  iia^     affemblies  held  before  the  king  left  France,  in  which^oi^'* 

bk^  count  of  Vermandois^  and  Suger,  abbot  of  St.  Denis ^  wen 

^l^fj^   chofen   and  confirmed  regents  of  France  during  the  kii^ 

Conftan-  abfence  **.     The  forces  affembled  upon  this  occaiion  weit 

tinople.     fuitahle  to  the  extent  and  grandeur  of  the  French  monard^i 

A.D.     tho*  the  writers  of  that  age  do  not  very  cxaftly  agree  ;  tta 

1 147.     mpft  authentic   affirm,  that  it  was  compofed  of  fourfcoK 

thoufand  horfe,  the  infantry  was  very  numerous  befidcs,  am 

their  very  futtlers  and  attendants  might  have  made  a  cos* 

fiderable  army.   There  were  many  reafoi;is  which  might  han 

deterred  the  emperor,  as  well  as  .the  king  of  France,  froa 

taking  th^  route  of  the  firft  croifade  by  land,  and  by  the  waj 

.    of  ConJlanfifjBple ;  but  there  were  other  motives  fo  ibron^  a^ 

to  prevail  over  thefe,  or  rather  the  impoflibility  of  tranfport^ 

ing  fuch  armies  by.  fea  was  fo  apparent,  that  they  were  in  1 

manner  compelled  to  overlook  obje^ions  that  could  not  odier- 

wife  have  failed  to  deter  them «.     The  emperor,  with^hU 

troops,  marched  firft  through  Hungary  into  the  territories 

of  the  Greek  emperor,  and,  pafling  over  the  ftreights  of  Ccitt 

Jlantin/)ple,  entered  into  AJia,     Lewis  followed  him,  and.wai 

received  with  great  complaifance,  and  the  higheft  teftimoniei 

of  refpeft,  by  the  Greek  emperor  Manuel  Comnenes.     On  bll 

arrival  in  t'he  neighbourhood  of  Nice,  he  found  the  emperoc 

Conrad  with  the  miferable  remains  of  his  army,  the  far  greati 

part  of  which  had  periftied  by  the  fwords  of  the  Turks  and  i 

treachery  of  the  Greeks ;  and  it  was  not  long  Ibefore  the  \ 

had  his  full  (hare  of  the  like  misfortunes ;  at  leaft  fo  we 

things  reprefented  by  the  hiftorians  of  their  times  *^.  - 

^  Epiil.  LvDovic.  ad  Soger.  Ooo  de  Diogio.  Nanc.  ChroB»i 
'  Otho  FitisiNc.  Vit.  Sugcr.  Chron.  Mauriniac.  *  Viu| 
Siigef.  Gdla  Lddovici  Vil.  Paul.  jEmil.  Anoal.  Franc, i 
*  Odo  de  DiQglo.  Guliel.  Tyi^.  Nigbtas,  lib.  i.  f  OthoI 
deFrifing.  Guliblm.Tyr.  Chron.  Mauriniac. 
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[•  The  iiftory  of  the  croifades  belongs  to  another  part  otThepro^ 
fo  work,  and  therefore  it  is  our  intention  to  fay  nothing/^C/^^  rf 
►re  here  than  is  abfolutely  requifite  to  render  the  hiflory  ^'^^'f  ^^'  \ 
this  reign  coherent.    Without  entering,  therefore,  into^^^'/^^» 
ly  difcuffion  of  what  fome  writeis  have  charged  upon  the^*.   ';^^'> 
reeksy  or  of  what  they  have  advanced  in  defence  of  them-*  I'^^f^. 
js,  we  will  proceed  in  our  narrative,  and  inform  theiem, 
Icr,  that,  after  defeating  the  infidels  on  the  banks  of  the     a.D: 
er  Meander^  and  being  not  long  after  beaten  by  theto,  ancj     1 148. 
m  great  danger  of  iofing  his  life,  Leijuis  at  length  arrived  at 
Jntiochy  where  Raymond  de  Poitiers^  his  wife's  uncle,  was 
Ihcn  prince  ^.     He  was  receh  ed  with  all  poffible  demonftra- 
Ifons  of  kiadnefs  and  politenefs,  his  troops  fufniihed  with 
fevery  thing  neceflary,  and-,  by  the  arrival  of  fuccours  from 
Jtafyy  by  fea,  his  army  was  once  more  become  very  refpeft- 
bbie.    This  gleam  of  profperity  lafted  not  long.     The  king 
liqnickly  found   that  the  prince   of  Antioch  had  merely  his 
bwn  intereft  in  view,  and  was  defirous  of  employing  the 
'^rench  troops  in  extending  the  bcfunds  of  his  principality,  by 
xcducing  feveral  confiderable  places  fcated  on  his  frontiers.     > 
Lewis  grew  likcwife  uneafy  as  to  the  behaviour  of  his  wife, 
whofe  gallantries  began  to  make  a  great  noife ;  and  on  the  other 
'hand  the  prince  of  >^/if/i?cA  induced  the  queen  to  pretend  fome 
fctuple  of  confcience,  as  to  their  nearnefs  in  blood,  thoMn 
truth  thfr  king  and  flie  were  hardly  coufins.     Thefe,  and 
other  fubjefts  of  chagrin,  at  length  determined  the  king  to 
quit  Antioch^  and  to  repair  to  Jerufalem ;  where  the  em- 
peror Conrad  "W^  already  arrived.     But  the  queen,  who  was 
very  well  plcafed  with  the  fine  country  in  which  they  were, 
and  ftill  better  with  the  prince  to  whom  it  belonged,  was 
not  in  fuch  hafte  **.    However  Levjis  tick  a  proper  opportu-  \ 
•^ity,  and,  feizing  one  of  the  gates  in  the  night,  marched 
out  with  his  forces  ;  and  hating  ailembled  thofe  that  lay  in 
;  the  neighbourhood,  fent  her  before  him  to  Jerv/alem,  where 
Baldwin  the  third,  who  then  governed  that  kingdom,  re-  .     . 

ctiveJ  her  very  refpeftfuUy.  On  the  king's  arrival  feveral 
councils  were  held,  in  order  to  fix  upon  fome  expedition 
^  worthy  of  fo  puiflant  a  force,  and  of  monarchs  of  fo  dif- 
tinguiihed  rank,  and  in  fuch  high  efteem  for  their  perfonal 
qu^iications'. 

^  Of>o  deDiogl.     Epift.  LuDOVic.ad  Sugfr.    Ge/?a  Ludo-  ' 
via  VII.        k  GvtiELM.TvR..  *  Gcf a  Ludovici  VII/ 

GuiiBLM,  Tyr.  Epift.  SvoiR*  •     -,    . 
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Heii  de-        I'hE  liege  of  harhafcu's  Was  at  length  rfefelved  upon,  as  the 
terminei^  reduftibn  of  thit  important  place  would  be  attended  ^ 
^  ^h^       great  advantages  to  kll  the  Cnriftiad  princes  in  the  eaft,  it 
^ifgr^f.     naylng  proved  long  ah  equal  curb  on  'the  feiirg  oF  f^/edat, 
•/  r^/»ff  ^s  .weU  :1s  the  pritides  of  Jhtihch  and  THpuly.     TJirs  city  ^w 
^^Jf^^i^-^hdi  to  be  very  fVrong,  tho*  without  anyfoi-tificatTons/eia 
Ctts   /i"     aGCording  to  the  mode  of  tbefe  times  ;  but  being  ftrronndd 
retura        pn  all  fideS  with  ^aVden's,  iud  thofe  we] L  walled,  and^tefiij 
kome*        j^  nujnisrous /gkiTiion,  it  was  expefted,  and  the  even tjtiffifid 
their  cxpeftation,  that  it  would  piake  ii  \^ry  cMfitiatc-tfc* 
feiice;  but  thc*gnrdens  being  graduhlly  forced  tfmufthtw 
'fallen,  if  the  or Ich till  Chriftians  hkd  not  moft-  TckndA&a/kf 
'eiitered  into  ihtrigues  witl^  the  in/ideJs-,  from  an  apprehciifKA 
*that,,  when  taken,  it  would  have  been  given  to  tht;  count  of 
^Flanders  ^,  '  ^o  prevent  this  they  altered  the  manner  oT rtfe 
'iattack,  fijfFered  cduvoys  of  provifiotis  ro  be  furprifed,  'sd 
*ia  the  end  brought  the  arlhy  into  fuch  diftrefs,  th^t  thecB- 
Seror  and  the  kllig  bf  Trance,  deteftitig  their  perFidj,  M 
defpairing  of  fuctrfs,  raifed  the  ficge,  nnd  made  'die  Bdl 
'difpofidons  they  colild  for  returning  into  their  owndofflJ- 
pinions.  ^  The  king,  embarking  at  one  of  the  ports  of  Sjm^ 
Vetiirried  fafely   to  Calabria,    and  taking  ^©wtir' in. his  ii*f, 
that  he  might  confer  v^ith  the  pope,  came  at'lefigth,  afe 
Mils  difaftrons  expedition,  iiito  his  own  domltiieras^  'Hb 
Ibrorher,  the  couht  dt  DM^jt,  •  arrived  there  a  little  bcfiire 
""^lim,  'and' had  thrown  out  ftrong  infinuations,  tiiat  the'k^, 
*liiflained  abroad,  and  the  difcredirreHefted-from  thence^ 
the  armies  of  /rj/zc^,  "was  chiefly  owing  to  flie  king's  k- 
i capacity  ;  by  which  he  meant  to  raife  his  own  reputation,^ 
"not 'without  fome  vieW,  as  many  have  fufpefted, -upoalfe 
'  crown.     But  the  abbot  Stiver,  who  had  governed  fts^i-S^ 
'  and  hap[5ily  at  home  as  the  Ififig  had  done  indifcrectlyaiii 
^  unfortunately  abroad,    tendered   thefe   intrigues   abortitcji 
upon  Which  the  count  de  Drciix,^  on  his  brother's  aniri, 
'  Mabouicd  all  he"  could'  to  render  that  great  m^n  fafpefted; 

but  the  king  found  his  territories  in  fogood  condition,  as'd 
the 'general' voice  of  the 'nation  was  fo  ibud  in  behalf  of  tiift 
.'minifter,  that' the* Icing  treated,  him  with  all  the  refpe^lani^ 
A.D.     kindnefs  inagiAable,  ^lid  afforded  him  all  the  marks  of  cftedi 
1149,     and  confidence  that  his  great  merit  deferved",  who  bid 
preferved  peace  and  plenty  in  his  abfence,.  and  prefentcdhim 
With  a  full  titafnry vat*liis'r<iturn. 
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^  GuLiELM.  Tyr.  Gefta  Ludovici  ifll}  T'kvtvt  JBuiitvi^ 

efta  Ludovici  VIL^  Vita  Sugcr,    Epift.  Hadrian  IV.  ad 

dovic.  "*  Vitit-S^er,  &c./  ^ 

IT 


|/4*  Tb/s  UififiTf  ijj^  France.  31^ 

It  had  been  happy  for  France  if  that  excellent  perfon  had  Tafent 
jirviycd  longer ;  for  fo  loqg  as  he  lived  the  king  was  pre-  'weaA  and 
idled  upoato  diflemble  his  difcontents  with  regard  to  the/^'*{''«- 
jjeen,  and  had  even  confented  to  a  reconciliation/  But  aftcty^^*^^'^*  ^*' 
|s  deceafe,  growing  more  and  more  diflatisfied  with  her'*'^  ^^' 
!>ndua,  he  pretended  to  fcrupl^s  of  confcience  in  regard  t6  ^^^^  . 
ie  lawfvilnefs  of  their  marriage;  fubmitted  the  cafe  to  an ^^^^^^^^ 
"'-^nbly  of  his  prelates ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their  fen- XJuiciinc* 
Qts,  repudiated  that  princefs,  who  gave  all  the  afliftance  .       .  ^ 
:  C0UI4  to  the  divorce^  and  reftored  to  her  the  dominions 
id^ich  he  had  acquired  by  their  marriage  "•    It  has  been 
p-miied,  and  not  without  great  probability,   that,  before 
piings  came  to  this  extremity,  fhc  had  entered  into  a  corref- 
pondence  with  Henry  duke  of' Norman Jy,  Count  of  j^njoti 
and  Maine^  fon  *  to  Geoffrey  Plant agenet  and  the  emprejs 
i^ud^  fo  that  he  was  prefumptive  heir  to  the  crown  of 
England;  and  her  efpoufing'him  in  fix  weeks  after  the  di- 
W>rce  rendered, this-  lufpicion  fo  much  the  more  probable  •. 
yhls  marriage,  which  the  wife  abbot  of  St;  Denis  forefaw, " 
iportified  the  king  extremely,  and  procured  him  the  furname 
<i  Le  J^ne^  as  we  before  obferved.     By  this  great  Alliance, 
Menry^  to  the .  duchy  of  Nonnandy  and  the  eftates  of  the 
Jioufe^of  jdnJ9Uf  added  the  county  of  Poiiou  and  the  duchy 
4?f  Guienne  \  fo  that  he  was  at  leaft  as  powerful  in  France  as 
.^  kkig  hinifelf.    iw/V,  to  correft  this  falfe  ftep,  entered 
lato  a  league  with  Stephen  king  of  England^  received  the 
iiomage  of  his  ion  Enjiace  count  of  Rdogney  in  quality  6i 
duke  of,  Normandy^  and  drew  over  to  his  party  Gecffr^ 
ihe  brother  of  Henry y  who  had  once  a  projeft  of  running 
away  with  queen  Eleanor  himfelf  K     In  confequence  of  this 
Jieague,  count  Euftace  attacked  Normandy ^  and  niade  a  c6n- 
iide^able  progrefs  there;  which  might  have  been  fatal  to 
duke  Henry ,  Jf  his  abilities  had  not  been  fuperior  to  his  for-  * 
tune.    At  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  a  great  captain  and  a 
greater  politician,  and  took  fo  much  pains  to  footh  and  to 
flatter  Lewis ^  that,  contrary,  to  all  the  rules  of  policy,  he 
concluded  a  truce  with  him  ;  which  afforded  Henry  lelfure 
to.tranfport  hlipfclf,  and    his  mother  the  emjprefs,  into 
England^  where  they  created  Stephen  a  great  de^l  of  trouble ; 
and  pount  .Et^ijr^  dying,  a  treaty  was  concludeid  bet\yecn        ^^* 
them,  by^which  thecrowii  was  left,  to  Stephen  dnringlfis 

^  *  Gefta  Ludovici  Vir.  GuL.'de  Nangis.    Chrbn.  Norman. 
Oiron.Normaa*    Gcfta  Ludovici  VU.  p  Hem.  Hunt. 

JNamoji  Chron.  .  '^ 
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IJfc;    apd,  having   no  children,   he  confented  ti»t  jfffliry 

fliould  be  declared  his  fucceflbr  ;  the  more  -williiigly  no 

dcxibt,  if,  what  fome  writers  fay  be  true,  that  the  craprcii 

affured  'bim  he  was  tiic  fruit  of  their  amours  in  the  iife-tune 

of  her  hufband  ^. 

Thihng        y^g  Cqqu  ^5  the  truce  expired,  Levis  invaded  Normarufy^ 

€^ouJes      >yhere  he  made  fome  progrefs ;  but  the  death  of  kiog^f^te, 

Conftan-  ^^^  ^^^  acceflion  of  Henry  to  the  throne  of  England^  qirfckly 

tia   and    ^^^^^ed  the  king  to  make  peace.     He  certainly   wanted  not 

makes  a     abilities  to  difcern  the  danger  he  was  in,  not  only  from  the 

filgrima^e S^^^^  power,  but  from  the  great  talents  of  Henry y  who  io- 

/o /Atf /<7/«^  hcritfd  all  his  grandfather's  fpirit,    and  was  inveftcd  with 

pf  St.       much  n^pre  authority;  but,  tho'  he  knew  his  danger,  he  had 

James,      not  facacity  enough  to  devae,  aiid,  it  may  be,  wanted  the 

firmnels  to  apply,  the  proper  remedies  ^   But  how  much  fo- 

ever  he  fell  (hort  of  being  great,  was  fupplicd  in  being  a  gbed 

prince.     His  fubjefts  adored,  and  his  nobility  loved  hi©, 

infomucb   that,   at    their  perfuafion^    he    married    Doaoa 

Conftantidy    daughter  to  Don  Ahnfo,  king  of  Caftile\  aad 

foon  after,  from   motives  which   have   been   explained  m 

another  place,  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  St.  Jmnn 

at  CompofieUay  which  gave  Mm  an  opportunity  of  conferring 

with  his  father-in-law,  and  with  Sancho,  king  of  I^avart€\ 

A   yj      At  his  return    he  held  a   council  at  So'fjfens^    where  be 

J  '    '     engaged  his  nobility  to  fwear  a  peace  for  ten   years;  that 

^       '     is,  they  precluded  themfeivies,   during  this  fpace,  tromde^ 

^iding  their  quarrels  by  the  fword,  which  was  their  coBh 

mon  method  ^ 

J  war       \  Amongst  thcfe  great  Jords  the  count  of  Flanders  vas 

breaks  out  ^j^^  ^^^  confid^rable ;  who  going,  not  long  after,   into  the 

tj'         .  Holy  Land,  cqnimitted  his  fon  and  Ws  dominions  to  the  care 

fi^jlfi^y*'^  oi  Henry,  king  of  England,  which  was  a  new  mortification 

Lewis  ha- ^^  tewis^  who  found  himfelf  in  a  manner  blocked  np  02 

pards  his  jevery  fide  by  this  too    powerful   neighbour  ;    yet   Henrf 

terfon      .  omitted  no  art^  to  mitigate  his  jealoufy  and  apprehenlionsV 

^fwithout     His  queen  had  fufficiently  inftrufted  him  in  the  temper  of 

gaining     Lewis^,  and  fie  managed  him  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  he  had 

^i'        fcarce  any  pretence  given  him  on  which  to  found  a  quamel; 

for  Henry  was  continually  writing  to  him,  and  fending  him 

prefents ;  treated  him  with  the  higheft  marks  of  deference 

and  efteem,  and  prbpofed  a  marriage  between  his  fon  Henry 

and  the  princefs  Margaret,  the  king's  daughter  by  his  fc- 
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Cond  fnarriage^  tho'  they  were  but  infants  ^^  But  at  length 
a  rapture  happened ;  for  Henry,  unfatisfied  with  the  great 
dominions  he  already  had,  furmized  that  the  county  of  Tou^ 
Uu/i  belonged  of  right  to  his  wife,  as  being  not  given,  but 
mortgaged  only  by  a  duke  of  ^quitaine  to  the  anceftor  of 
the  tfa^u  count :  he  offered  therefore  the  fum  that  he  fuppofed 
to  be  due,  and  that  being  refufed,  inarched  with  a  great 
army,  compofed  of  all  nations,  and  blocked  up  Touhu/e  '• 
The  place  was  not  ftrong  by  fituaiion,  nor  was  it  fortified  : 
bilt  the  count,  brave  in  his  perfon,  and  having  a  numerous 
firiny,  made  a  gallant  defence.  He  had  married  Conftancct 
the  widow  of  Eujlace,  count  of  Bokgne^  and  filler  to  king 
X^wiSf  who  immediately  armed,  in  fupport  of  bis  brother- 
in-law;  and  having  left  a  competent  force,  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  brother  the  count  de  Dreux,  on  the  frontiers  o^ 
J^ormandy,  marched  with  the  reft  dircftly  to  Toubufe,  where, 
having  forced  one  of  the  pofts  of  the  befiegers,  he  threw 
himfelf  into  thfe  place  with  the  flower  of  his  troops,  Henry  ^ 
perceiving  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  imprafticable, 
to  carry  the  town,  fent  a  compliment  to  the  king,  import* 
Ing,  that  he  would  not  commit  hoftilides  againft  any  whom 
he  had  undertaken  to  proteA,  and  thereupon  raifed  the 
fiege.  This,  however,  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
which  continued  two  years  longer,  and  then  ended  in  a  peace, 
on  tef  ms  that  were  tolerably  equal,  Henry  did  homage  to  the 
Jcing  for  his  duchy  oi Normandy ;  his  foa  Henry  did  the  like  for 
-the  counties  of  Jnjou  and  Maine;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  his 
fecond  fon  Richardy  already  contrafted  to  the  daughter  of  the 
count  of  Barcelona,  ihould  quit  her,  efpoufe  one  of  the  king'$ 
daughters,  and  have  the  duchy  pf  Guienne  ^.  In  this  peace  A*  D; 
thccount  of  Toulou/e  was  included,  but  without  any  difcuffiofi  1 160^ 
of  the  point  upon  which  the  war  began  9  for  pe^ce  was  n^- 
cefTary  to  Lewis,  and  Henry  was  refplved  to  keep  his  old  • 
claim  in  rcferve  *. 

The  fame  year  died  the  queen  Dona  Conjiantia ;  and  the  A  new 
nobility  being  very  urgent  with  the  king  to  marry  ag^in,  as  war,  ae^ 
he  had  only  two  daughters  by  her,  he  accordingly  efpoufed  cempamti 
Adelaide,  the  daughter  oi'Thibaut,  earl  of  Champagne^  \yy  tvitbmuct 
which  alliance  he  gained  all  the  princes  of  her  family  *,     At-^y^*^^ 
this  junfture,  a  fchifm  in  the  ctiurch  was  very  near  plunging  ^^'^^ 
-  f he  moft  confidcrable  powers  in  Europe  into  a  war.     The^^^J^^^ 
^iugs  of  France  zad  England  (upporttd  Alexander  III.  thc/afignds 

'  iuane^ 
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emperm*  Frederick  maintained  the  canie  of  ViQor  IV.  went 
fi>  far  as  to  arm  on  his  behalf,  and  threatened  France  withaa 
invafion.  Lewis,  prOvoked  by  his  behaviour,  levied  tioops 
Ukemfe,  and  the  king  of  England  marched  a  powerful  cdrps 
io  the  frontiers  oi  Normandy,  thzt  th^ -might  be  in  iea£- 
oeTs  ^Q  join  the  Fr'enci,  if  it  was  neceiEuy^'  and,  upon  Ubs 
OGcafion,  Alexander  III.  had  the  iatisfadion  of  feeing  Lewis 
on  one  fide,  and  Henry  on  the  other,  at  his  ftimips,  on  foot, 
wbile  he  rode  flowly  to  a  magnificent  tent  prepared  for  \m 
in  the  French  camp,  and  held  afterwards  a  cooocil  at  Tmct; 
with  great  Splendour  ^.  It  was  not  long  before  new  di£r- 
cnces  aroTe  between  the  two  monarchs,  chiefly  on  accosot 
of  Thwhas  a  Becket,  chancellor  to  king  Henry,  who  having 
xaifed  him  to  the  archiepifcopal  fee  of  Canterbury,  fiooad 
him  lels  pliant  than  he  expedled,  and  therefore  difgraced 
Mm.  On  this  he  retired  into  France,  where  he  was  receif- 
ed  and  6-eated  with  great  refpe^t,  notwithftandipg  all  the 
reprefentations  made  by  his  mafter.  From  this  difcardaoDc 
in  fentlments,  both  kings  forefaw  that  it  would  not  be  loi^ 
bdoce  they  came  to  an  open  rapture ;  and  this  at  length  lap* 
pened,  notwitbfUnding  the  dnprds  Maud,  io  loi^  as  Ae 
'  livedo  exerted  her  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  it  *".  In  dac 
profecQtlon  di  thisdifpute,  feverai  places  were  tsiken  onbocb 
.  £des ;  fome  vaflals  of  the  crown  oi  France  took  lip  amis  for 
itlng  Henry,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  moft  of  the  lords  of 
PJbiXtni  ariA«i  on  behalf  of  Lewis  **.  At.  length,  bpth  partiesi 
weary  of  feeiog  their  countries  deftroyed  to  little  purpofe, 
and  having  other  motives  to  wifti  for  the  return  of  qoict, 
ianDLongft  which  was  the  birth  of  a  fbn  to  Lenjis,  a  treaty  was 
fet  On  foot,  which,  after  a  long  negotiation,  produced  the 
'  peace  of  Montmirail,  where  Henry  did  homage  in  perfon.fbr 
Normandy,  his  foiX  Henry  for  the  coundes  of  jinjou  and 
iMaine,  Richard  for  the  duchy  qf  Cuienne,  and  prince  Henry 
a  fecond  time  for  the  county  oiBreta^ne^  which  hia  brothor 
^ecffrey  'wzs  to  inherit,'  in  confeqiience  of  his  marriage  with 
the  heirefs  of  that  country,  and  for  -VJ^hich  he  was  to  do  ho- 
mage to  him  as  prefumptive  heir  of  the  dudiy  ci  Normandy, 
and  he.  to  Lewis,  as  Bretagne  was  a  remote  fief  of  the  crown 
h^  p.  of  Frame  *.  In  this  we  Save  been  fo  much  the  more  paiti- 
ii68.  .ciilar,  as  it  ferves  to  explain  the  tides  to  thefe  countries,  and 
-the  tenures  then  in  ufe;  poinds  of  fuch  utility  in  this  period 
of  hiftory,  that  it  canftgt  be  u©derftood  without  \6s% 
verfed  in  them. 
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Tm£  fitsation  of  alBiirs  betweeti  thde'  t^o  pnAcb  'vaanKi'mg 
fuch,  that,  though  they  often  nude  pesLcc,  they  ware  never- Lewu 
reconciled ;  and  the  Intermarriages  between  their  fkniltes,  A-mpumi, 
i-oftead  of  contribtitiiiig  to  their  own  arid  their  fubjeas  lepofey  ""^  ^^ 
ferv*ed  oAly  to  funilfh  frefti  pret^ncer  for  cfeftorbhig  ^orh./**'  *jj^  ' 
Kmg  Henry  havt«g  caufed  his  -eldeflr  ion  to  be  crowned  ia  **2  "*^ 
England^  while  his  confort  wrfs  in  Franccy  LevtiSy  to  i;ev«nge  h2X 
rtie  affront  done  to  hk  daughter,  invaded  Aormahdy';  but  twJb^mt^ 
9fMryy  toi)  wife  ro  qnarrel  ^abtot  a  tti^re  itiatter  of  ibroi^  'vertbM^ 
Jjfotnlfed  thte  coFonaiti6n  flio«ld  be  pcrfowoed  over  ag»n,  as  prevM^ 
St  tiocor<}ingly  was  ^.    On  the  return  of  the  young  Jdng  td 
'  his  father  in  'Normandy y  Lrwh  deiired  that  his  fon  «ul 
^^ughter  might  come  and  fpend  feme  timfc  at  iiis  coojrt, 
'which  was  granted,  and  there  fach  notions  were  put  into  the 
^oung  prince's  head,  as,   after  his  return,  :pjodii)ced  great 
•heai't-buf  nings  between  him  and  his  father.    At  length. the 
young  king,    pretending  that  he    thought  his  peifon  im 
danger,  fled  privately  out  oi  England  hito  France y  and  wz& 
•received  with  open  arms  by  Lewis y  wJio  wais  aow^grown  «5 
•thorough  a  politichn  zs  Henry y  and 'believed  the  time  was 
^novv  come,  fn  which  he  might  revenge  himfclf  for  allpaft 
affi^onts  g.     He  knew  the  pope  was  angry  with  the  king  of 
England  %  and  that  he  was  alfo  odious  to  a  great  part  of  fab 
fubgefts,  on  account  of  the  4flaflioation  of  archbifhop  Beeket:  \ 

•he  farther  knew  that  the  king  was  much  feared  by  ^his 
ncighbonrs,  and  that  the  difputes  ran  high  in  his  family^; 
'fo  that  he  flattered  himfdf  that  he<(hould  gain^  equal  advan- 
tages by  fraud,  and  by  force*^*    The  youqg  king  Henry^ 
who  ferved  him  zealoufly,  drew  his  two  brothers,  FUdxtrd 
arid  Gebffreyy  into  the  confederacy  agjunft  thoirrfather ;  and, 
which  is  almoft  incrediUe,   embatked  his  mother  qneea 
Eleanor  in  the  fame  fcheme.     At  the "  fame  time  the  king  ^f 
5r(/^j-was  in  motion,  atfdrebels-andimalecontentsilarted  tip  • 
in  almoft  all  parts  of  the -king  of  ^itjfAi«i*s 'dominions  ^ 
Henry y  being  furprized  at  this,  offered  fair  terms ;  but  find- 
ing this  rejefted,  raifed  van  army, » and  quickly,reflor«d  his 
affairs  at  home  ai^  abroad.    AIL  this  time  he  amufed  ithe 
'king* of  France  with  negotiadons, ^and  at  length  confented 
to  a  peace,  but  it  was  upon  his -own 'terms;  and  tho'  thefe 
'were,  in  appearance,  honourable  entJUgh- for  lung  J>uiw', 
•  and  very  advant^geotis^ for'the-pritooes  >who  haid  putlhon- 
'  ffelyes  under  Ws*ppo*6ftlon,  yet'the^king  of  Scot iy  theeart  of 
Lekeflery  ^d  the  ^«1  of  C!fe/f^r,  *Mrhd  ted  been  made  -prifon- . 
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cctf  being  left  to  his  mercy,  ihewed  plainly  that  he  was  vic- 
tor over  this  formidable  league  ^. 
\jtm\%wid     Both  kings  were  now  thoroughly  w©iry  of  war ;  Lewis 
tJenrytfrr  was*  afraid  of  fufFerii^  by  that  good  fortune  which  conftant- 
•nhettir    \y  attended  his  rival,  and  Henry  had  fo  much  reafon  to  fear 
terms  tbMH  Y^  ^^jj  family  at-home,  that  he  had  no  ftomach  to  quarrels 
^oftheh^L  ^'^^^^^^     ^-^^^^y  however,  conceived  in  his  own  mind,  that 
fpeBive   *  ^  ^^  S^^^  grounds  to  be  offended  with  the  conduft  of  the 
wiVw.       monarch  of  Englahdy  on  account  of  his  daughter  M  e^  whom 
.  ,  the  king  retained  at  his  court  without  marrying  her  to  his 

fon  Richard,    In  order  to  obtain  fati§faftion,    he  applied 
blmfdf  to  the  pope ;  and  his  legate  having  expoAulated  with 
Henry  J  that  prince  very  roundly  declared  he  would  have 
caufed  the  marriage  to  be  celebrated,  but  that  Leivis  had  pro- 
mifed  to  givis  the  city  of  Bourges  in. dowry  with  his  daughter, 
as  he  had  Jikewife  promifed  the  French  Vexin,  when  the  pria- 
,   x:efs  Margaret  efpoufed  the  young  king  Henry.     As  the  fa^ 
were  controverted  by  Lewis ^  the  decifion  of  their  diiierence 
was  left  to  the  pope  '•     In  the  mean  time  all  the  antient  trea- 
^•^-     tics  were  renewed ;  and  the  two  kings,  to  (hew  their  cordial 
'  ^  77*     affeftion  for  each  other,  undertook  to  make  a  croilade  toge- 
ther, the  preparations  for  which  were  likewife  fettled,  noi- 
withftandiog  which  neither  of  them  went;    Lewis   being 
ftrongly  diffuaded  by  his  confort,  and  by  the  principal  nobi- 
lity; and /f^o'. finding  his  affairs ..flill  fo  embarafled,   th^t 
his  prefcnce  was  more  peceflary  than  ever  in  his  owq  domi- 
nions ^.     Some  have  attributed  the  making  and  the  breaking 
this  treaty  to  policy ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  Ijewisyf^s 
very  ifincere,  and  made  the  firft  propofuion  of  it  to  Henry ^  . 
.who  could  not  but  give  his  confent,  having  entered  into  an 
engagement  with  the  pope  to  take  the  crofs,  whenever  be 
thought  it  expedient,  in  order  to  expiate  the  morder  of 
Thomas  a  Becket  "*;  and  we  (hall  hereafter  fee,  that,  the'  this 
.  treaty  was  not  executed  by  thefe  princes,  yet  it  was  not  alto- 
gether without  its  efieft. 
Filzrim*        As  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  continuance 
fff'  of     of  the  royal  line,  depended  on  the  life  of  the  young  prince 
Lewis  to   Philips  it  is  not  at  all  ftrange,  that  the  king  ftiould  be  ex- 
St.Tho-  tremely  alarmed  at  an  accident  which  brought  him  to  the 
^?  ^      ,  very  brink  of  the  grave.     He  was  bqt  juft  able  to  ride,  when 
r  n^i  ^^'  l»is  horfe  ran  away  with  him  in  the  wood  of  Compeigne^  in 
•fbis^fm  ^bich  he  continued  all  night,,  and  returned  in  the  moroiag, 
bis  mar'>*  ^  extremely  frighted,  that  he  fell  into  a  grievous  fit  of 
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ficknefs  ^.     This  induced  the  king  his  father,  according  to  riage^  dtd 
the  mode  of  thofe  times,  to  refolve  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tbt  demf/t 
ihrine.  of  St.  Thomas i  that  is,  the  tomb  of  Thomas  a  Becht  ^f  '^'  ^^ 
at  Canterbury.     He  was  received  there  with  great  pomp  by  ^'^  ^* 
king  Henry ^  made  his  offering,  arid  returned  back  in  the^^W'* 
fpace  of  a  week;  but  whether  the  fatigue  of  the  joiyney,  or 
the  agitation  of  his  mind  was  the  caufe,  fb  it  fell  out,  that 
he  was  ftruck  with  an  apoplexy  at  his  return,  and  tho'  he 
recovered  from  this,  by  the  help  of  his  phyfidans,  yet  he  con- 
tinued paralytic  on  the  right  fide  P.     This  induced  him  to     a  D 
haften  the  coronation  of  his  fon,  which  was  performed  with      w-f^, 
great  Iblemnit^  by  the  cardinal  archblAiop  of  Rheims^  the  *    ^ 

queen's  brother,  on  thcfiiftof  AW^uA^r.  '  On  this  occafioQ> 
the  young  king  Henry  of  England  affifted,  as  duke  of  Nor^ 
mandy^  and  Philips  count  oif landers^  carried  thelword  of  ftate. , 
At  this  time  alfo  the  right  of  the  archbiftiop  qf .  Rheims  to 
perform  the  ceremony  of  the  coronation  was  confirmed  \ 
Soon  ^fter  the  marriage  of  the  young  king  Philips  with  the 
niece  of  the  count  of  Flanders^  who  now  governed  all,  was 
fettled  r ;  and  the  king,  having  langu^fiied  about  a  year  un- 
der this  grievous  malady,  breathed  his  laft  on  the  iSth  of 
September y  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  cge,  and  in  the  forty-  1180. 
fourth  of  his  reign  ',  being  efteemed  a  pious  and  chafte 
prince;  but  as  the  £«^/^,  as  well  as  the  Fr^;/rA,  hiftorian's 
obferve,  lefs  a  politician  than  was  requifite  for  thee  on- 
junfture  in  which  he  lived  *  (F),  ? 

Philip, 

*  P.  ^MiL.    Annales  Francoram,  p  Hidor.  Eccl.  Caa- 

tuar,  '  Gefta  Philippi  Aucusti  defcripta  a  Magidro 

Rigorgo  ipfius  Regis  Chronographo.  '  Du  Chesnb,  tom« 

iv.  *  GuLULM.  Neu.br ig.  <  LABB^u^'inChron. 

(F)  The  wifdom  of  his  mi-  Henry  was  one  of  the  ableil 

nillers  preferyed  him,  in    hit  princes  of  this  age  (6).    I{e 

youth,  from  ttie  inconveniences  (hewed  himfelf,  in  the  begin* 

that  mieht  have  otherwife  re-  ning  of  his  reign,  very  j^alocis 

fuhed  &om  a  temper  fo  pli-  of  his  aathoricy ;  it  may   be. 

ant  and  fo  mutable  as  that  of  tho'  no  hiftorian  has  fuggeftea 

I^au/iVir.     In  his  advanced  it,  he  refented  the  infult  oiFer* 

years  experience  taUght   him  ed-him  by  the  cabal  againil  his 

to  govern  with  more  (leadinefs;  coronation  in  his  father's  life* 

fothat  from  being  the  dupe,  h,e  time;  and,  contrary  to  the  ca* 

became  the  formidable  rival  of  dom  of  his  predecefTors,  he  di4 

Hemy  11.  oi  England,  which  is  not  take  the  precaution  of  be- 

^  iftitfclfagreatcharaaer,  fincc  ing  crowned  agaitk  (7).    Hij 

(^j  Qtfis  I^ftd^Ui  viii    049rit  rtfaL  (7  J  Dm  Cbffii.    ... 

j^ivorCf 


^li  ne,m9fry  pf  Pmce:       b.  xk. 

Pkllip  :  *  PHiLtPy  furnamed.  th^  Gift  <fCod^  {rom  ^e  time  si  km 
AKg\»fto«  JUrtih^  the  Magmmmms^  %xid  tke  Cwqmror^  durii^  iits  life* 
^^  ^JolBoe^.  Mod,  a&  If  the&  had  falkirihorrof  Ms-meiit^  ftikd 


dWonre  ftoin  ,his  firft  wife  ^/p^ 

mi^ht  be  i(iipoli;i3p,  but  l^is  J»s- 
.  haYiipritQ wards  Jtii?rwasihQQOU- 

rab1e  and  equitable,  beyond^hat 
*tof 'ipo'ftof  the  princes  of  his 
*t5rtie..  That  ^inccft  4i^d  tm 
itie  Iftft  d^  «fe"  Mtirch^  1 204, 

(ttrho-^inafriage  :^ithiL^m«:f  (^^ 
-He.had'ty^  hey  .tvfro  xJattghtets. 

^ei/to  ir^an^  pQui^t  oi  Cham' 
fagne^  9xA  tne  latter  XofThibaut 
'count  of  iBUls^  his  brother. 
^ii^iTecopd  confott'  of  te^s 
^'iw^s  Cmfiantict,^  aiawghter  -of  :^. 
-A*l/3iteiOg  ^^Crtfile^  by  Whom 
ibohafti  ai&Ttwro  dAiiigbters  1/)^^^. 
-|r*w^  -wfeoficrpottfefl  ffflBfy  the 
./KHiligdr  kii^rOf  Efigland  and 
.dtttgs  of  N^rmamiyy  By  -whom 
Jhe  h^d.no  children,  and,  af- 
ter His  dcmiCe,"  Bela'  the  third, 
king  of,//«»g^r)r.  Becoming  ii 
» VidoW  the  fecond  time,  (he  re-  ' 
folyed,  according  to  the  devo- 
"ffoti  of  thdfe* times,  to  fpepd 
Hih6rentaindef  of  herdays  in  the 
^'ff^y  "Boftd,  and  died,  at  jfcon 
tn^ittjj'ig).  -Her  fiiier  J/ice 
died  unmarried,  in  a  fhprt 
itiikie  afwr  their  iriother  (i). 
^Utwh 'm^nied,  a  third  ^ime, 
-  ijf^Mt  t^e^  fifth  daaghter 6f  7i5/- 
t^Mfi^f » I  COtf nt '  of'  Gh^dtmfKrgne^  a 
t^incer»  6f  gteat'feeaaty,  prti- 
fcfleiice,-  arid*  f pirit,  fey  \^om  he 
•jHid>hi^(tK:ceiror  Philifll.  and 
itWo^^a,»^hters  :  - i^/f r^  who  cre- 
•ftted-fo'much^Bflerttion  between 
-«j!rc^p«ikns^^6rF«i»fe  a3id^£»f- 
^4mt^^  mid -who,  Irffcer 'haring 


been  for  nuny  .year$cootfa6Ud 

;I0  )(^^bflr4r  ^Stfrkd  *">*/- 
Zmh,  fqg^ux^t  pf./^<7^>5j/u  ;  ihe  de- 
CCAled  in  H95  f  A*  iecc^yl 
dau-^htor,  Jgiiesy  at  the  clofe 
of  her  ^ther  s  reign,  w^  con- 
tracted to  Alexis  Comt^neiy  fon 
to  the  Grtt^  emperor  Manad^ 
.and  was  ficnt  t&Ce^i/i^intikafli, 
vthohMkc  nv»s  licarae  ^ten  ysean 
of  a^e.  ^T^be  ai^rkgcuv^  fe- 
]^tf>pi7ed -the  y^ar  j^lkkwiag 
.  WLi(h  jgreiit^  n^agniiiceqce.  7hrf e 
•y'e^i;s  .after,  fier  hu^b^d  b^ii^ 
murdered  by  JnJrpnicujJ.,  wl^) 
fqcceefled  him,  he  a|(b  mar- 
ried'her/ but.  Ihe  had  no  {{fiicby 
him  ;  and  he  Being  depofed-aid 
^uitdered  in  iiS^,  file,  iaftead 
.0f  letuming^to  France,  c£fQa£td 
Thtyor^  iBramai,  loxd  q£  4d^^ 
Mn&ph  (2).  'LeftfiuyffL^Ji^eae^ 
at  Barhenu  on  the  Sehse^  in  .a 
m^naftery  oi  his  own  founda- 
tion, where"  his  widow,  queen 
Adela,  caufed  a  magnificent 
tomb  to  be.erefted  to  his  me- 
mory. CharlfsiX,  caufed  this 
totiib  to^be  opened,  and  fou^ 
his  bjpdy  intire ;.  he  had  a  goM 
crofs  hanging  at  his  neck,  an\l 
three,  or  four  .tings.. nppn  his 
fingers.  QharUs  m^^e  a  pre- 
'fcnfdf  the-crofs,  aitd  iwoj-cthe 
rings  himfelf,'  in-  honoqr  of  "his 
predecfiffor  ( 3 ) .  As  "  for  ,  Us 
.  relift  queen  AMa^  #fter  go- 
' verningthd. kingdom .a^  regent, 
faring  her  fon^s  ejcpeditioh  inta 
the  tenant y  fhe  died  at  Parity 
June  4th,  1206,'  {jeing.  npwarfj 
/of  threefcbre,  and  war- burial 
at'theabbey.  of  i'pffr/gi^y  (4), 


■ '  f  8  >  ^gfr<(l*  -ntifM  PhiUp^  ^^up'  ^  ^tt9l,  Trwft  yinnifh 
(\)  Recueil  dt*  R»vs  de  France  leur  Courmne  ei  Maifon. 


(ZX  ^«  CbefiiM, 

Juguftus 


C.  4;  f^^  Hifiory  of  Frmtx.  gt^ 

Jiugi^ta  iHfitt  hh  deceafc,  was,  irt  feruth,  one  of  tfie  WdtkanJ  g9^ 
extraordinary  j)r}nces  that  evtr  fat  u|^on  this  or  dny  other  'vemsfrm 
throne,  as  giving  veiy  caHy  marks  bf  a  great  genius,  atf*'^^'»-  . 
tret  exceeding  in  the  flower  what  he  had  prbmifed'in  rilie  firft  ^^^  "^^ 
jbiddirygs  of  genius  ".    He  ^flbmcd  the  government  freitt-th^^^'^"'* 
time  the  crow6  was  placed  upon  his^  headj  though  but  i«  ^***' 
his  fifteenth  yean  and  though  thfe  coiint  of  Flanders  is,  by 
jTome  writers,  fliled  r^^eht  of  thq  kingdom,  yet  thkt  was  T)ut 
courtefy ;  for  notwithftaAding  the  king  took  his  advice,  and 
jirobably  did  nothing  without  it,  yet  all  was  executed,  not 
only  by  his  audibrity,  but  by  hiinfclf  ^.     He  was*  jealdui    '. 
that  his  youth,  aild  waiit  of  experience^  might  expofe  him  i 

'to'contem'nt ;  ^nd,therefoi^e,  the  firff  inftance  hegave'of  hfe 
aiithdrity  was;  i^  ordering  jefters,  jugglers,  and  buffoons,  ib  ^ 
Qtiit  his'court,  and  hip  t;o6k  care  to  be  obeyed  *.  He  fdunA  .  ' 
the  people  complain  loudly  '6{'tht  JewSy  "^Ho  had  got  int6 
'pbfteflioti  of  one-third  part  of  the  hrfds  in  his  domihiorts ; 
ihii.  as,  on  the  one  hind,  he  found  they  hadexereifcd  thi 
tt6ft  opprefllve  ufury,  and,  on  the  other,  by  cbooiing  pro^ 
per  patrons,  were  powerfully  fujipbrted  by  the  noKlity,  hfe 
obliged  them  to  quit  his  territories,  .allowing  them  to  ^tfj 
-away'thcir  perfooaleftates.  This  chagrined  the  gfeat'lor*^ 
t)uiit  pleafed  the  people,  and  the  king  was  obeyed  y.  Frofii 
"this,  jvyhlch  was  a;^ery  difficult  and  difagreeaWe  lindertak- 
.)rfg,'  jfie  proceeded  tp  another  that  was  ft  ill  more-  To.  The 
^nercehary  fpl'diers>'ho'h^d'feryeld'lii^  and  the  king 

of  England^  beirig  difbaAded,'  and  without  means  of  maintaiii- 
'ihg  themfelves,.  afTembWd  together  in  great  bcklies,  and 
comtniited  inofl:  ^^nbrtaio'us  outrages^  They  were  diftifi- 
jguifhed  ^by  the  feveral  names  m'  dotterea-ux,  Btabanpns^ 
jKoiiiiers,  ^  ind  TaDerdihs,  ilellittg  Aeinfelres  in  different 
*pafe  of  the  kingdom,  andlaying' me  country'  undo'  contrl- 
; bWion*  where-w  The  king  dtrefted  •  thegi*eat 

ibwhs' tq'ifikke  Jfie^id' ^  afliftedthem  with  his 

'own  troopS; '  ind In  bne  U^lbn  cut  bfF i:\ine  thoufand ; ' jfo  that 
'by'a^gri-e?  heJeithW^tii^patcd^^  them -alK    He 

[theri,direaed  th^'  inhabitants  6f  every  great  wwn,  that  hcM 
^  Immediately  bf  hlm^  to  furrqund  it  with  avails,  andtopaVe 
;  the  ftreets;  w*hicb, '  as  it  Was  lekpeiifive  'and  tronblefbme;  •\(ras  '  - 

:,iiot;alfreli£hed;''bu  the  king' tnafciiig  a  circuit  in 

"iPerfon  for  that  pUrpoie,  it  Was  performed.  Some  of  the 
yc^bility,  taking  Ihe'advaiitage  of  Wsfadier's  infirmities,  'had 

- .. ?  Appendixad  Chronicpn  Sigeljerti,    Pol »  Virg.         ^  Ri- 
*  CORD.        «  P.  iErtiL.    Anniles  ?ra3cbAm.        i'^Le  Gend» 
f  W'LHELMrBritonis-lKbilippidblitirldiRxtetim.  - 
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di>numtted  excefles,  more  efpeclally  againft  the  clergy^  wtuch 
tht;  king  redrelTed  in  perfon,  and  by  force  of  arms ;  hoiding 
lus  grandfather's  maxicQ,  that  the  royal  authority  was  to  be 
extended  by  a  zeal  for  juftice,  atid  by  fupportirig  the  weak 
agaialt  the  ^ftroag.  As  thefe  great  things  required  time  to 
accomplKhy  fo,  as  he  began  them  early,  he,  until  they  were' 
,  complete,  made  them  the  conftant  objeAs  of  his  attdntioo. 

F  S'ens         The  queen-ihother,  the  tardinal  of  Champagne,  and  the 
€aba}s  and  ^^^  ^^  the.  princes  of  her  houfe  and  faftion,  laboured  all  they 
in/urrec'    could,  before  and  after  the  death  of  king  Lirwis,  to  ruin  the 
/!•«/,  iit    credit  of  Philipy  count  of  Flanders,  witli  the  young  king, 
the  begin-  ^nd  more  efpecially  to  prevent  his  completing  his  marriage 
ning  of  his  with  his  niece  Ifabel,  but  without  effeft.     That  count  was 
reign,  fup'  xht  king's  godfather,  from  whom  he  recci^'^ed  his  name,  aiK 
/r|^^*"^in  thofe  times  this  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  kindred; 
jubatea..    befides,  he  had  adopted  the  young  lady  as  hif  daughter,  and 
bellowed  upon  her  in  dowry  the  county  of  Artois,  and  all 
the  country  along  the  river  Lys  *.     When  the  queen,  and 
thofe  of  her  party,  found  this,  they  quitted  the  court,  and 
having  the  young  king  of  England  with  them,  prevailed  up- 
pn  him  to  go  over  to  his  father  to  demand .  his  proteftioa, 
\vl  the  mean  time,  the  king  caufed  himfelf  and  his  queen  to  be 
crowned  at  the  abbey  of  St,  Denis,  by  the  archbifliop  of 
Sens,  which  piqued  the  cardinal  archJ)iihop  of  Rheims  ex- 
tremely **.     Henry  of  England  came  over  with  his  fon  Into 
J^ormandy,  extremely  well  pl^fed  with  this  opportunity  rf 
interfering  in  the  affairs  of  the  king's  family;  but  Philips  anJ 
the  count  of  Flanders,  marching  direftly  towards  him  wiri 
a  numerous  army,  Henry,  who  was  unwilling  to  come  to 
extremities,  demanded  a  conference,  which  did  great  ho- 
nour to  the  abilities  of  the  young  king;  for  as,  on  the  one 
.  hand,  he  remained  firm  in  the  meafures  he  had  t^ken,  sot- 
withAanding  all  the  addrefs  of  this  wife  and  great  prince,  Jb, 
on  the  other,  he  would  not  liften  to  the  arguments,  ufedbj 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  to  rejeft  abfolutely  all  propofitions  of 
peace.     He  profeffed  great  duty  and  refpeft  for  his  mother, 
offered  to  pafs  by  all  that  had  happened,  with  refpeft  to  tie 
lords  of  her  faftion,  and  to  receive  them  again  into  his  &• 
vour ;  which  they  thought  fit  to  accept «.     It  was  notloDg 
before  the  count  of  Flanders  began  to  take,  this  in  a  wroiffl 
light,  and  to  form  intrigues  in  his  turn,  into  which,  amofl^r 
the  firft  that  entered,  were  the  cardinal  of  Champagne  aai 
one  of  the  queen  dowager's  brothers ;  the  duke  of  Burgun^ 

*  Rigor D.     Anonymus  Aqxiicinctimus*         ^  Ou  TiusT* 
?  RicoRO.    Nicot.  Trjivsti  Antialcs, 


alfo,  tho'  a  pndiie  of  the  blood,  embraced  the  (umt  party^, 
ttxkd  the  avowed  motive  to  their  confederacy  was  the  young 
teonarch*s  popularity  **.  Philip,  not  caring  to  truft  the  no- 
bility that  ftill  remained  about  him,  raifcd  an  army  with  his 
own  money,  took  one  of  the  principal  fortrefles  of  the  duke  ' 
of  Burgundy,  and  in  it  his  fon,  on  which  the  duke  de- 
manded pardoQ,  and  the  reft,  following  his  example,  fub- 
toitted*. 

The  death  of  the  countefs  of  Ftanders  caufed  new  difturb-  ^nneM  - 
ances.     She  was  a  princefs  of  the  royal  blood,  ajid  the  htvr-^he  countf 
efs  of  the  count  of  Vennandois.      The  king,  as  (he  died  '-^^^'^ 
without  ilTue,  was  for  annexing  her  eftates  to  the<:rown,  but  J"^^?^'* 
the  count  pretended  that  the  late  king  had  made^him  a  grant  ^*^^  '  *  ^ 
of  this  fncceffion,  which  Philiphzd  confirmed :  the  king  owned  ^ain-iit 
this,  but  affirmed  the  grant  to  bfe  only  for  the  countefs's  life.y^iv^  ^ffi^ 
However,  both  parties  took  the  field ;  the  emperor  threaten-  eomt  0/ 
cd  to  take  part  with  the  carl  of  Flanders,  who  appeared  toF}andert# 
be  highly  irritated,  and  laboured  to  engage  the  nobility  to 
makfe  it  a  common  caufe,  pretending  the  king  had  nothing 
'dfc  in  view  but  to  unite  one  fief  with  another  ^'  PMlip 
prefled  him  To  vigoroufly,  and  his  friends  afiifted  him  fo 
faintly,  that  the  count  firft  demanded  a  truce,  and  at  length 
was  glad  to  make  peace,  the  king  leaving  him  the  towns  of 
Perron  and  St.  ^intin  for  his  life,  and  annexing  the  reft  of 
the  county  of  Vermandois  to  the  crown.     The  young  king    ^*P' 
'Henry  of  England  dying  in  France,  exprefled,  in  his  laft  mo-     't»i« 
'ments,  great  regret  for  the  continual  difturbance  he  had  given  - 
•hb  father,  which  affefted  Henry  fo  much,  that  he  appeared 
^Qconfolable  for  his  death  *.     The  fame  year  he  had  a  con* 
tferenc^  with  king  Philip,  who  infifted  upon  the  reftitution 
of  the  town  pf  Gi/ors  ai^d  the  Vexin',  which  had  been  given 
'in  dowry  to  his  fifter  Margaret,  oh  her  marriage  with  th« 
yonng  king.    In  order  to  gain  the  afFeftion  of  Philips  an4 
prevent  this  reftitution,  the  king  of  England  did  homage  to 
him  for  all  the  lands  he  held  in  France,  and,  at  the  fame 
•time,  promifed*  that  in  cafe  the  like  dowry  was  given  to  the    utu 
prihceis  Alice,  his  fbn  Ricpardy  vf\io  was  now  become  his 
heir  apparent,  ftiould  efpoufe  her  without  any  farther  delay ;       » 
to  which  Philip  aflcnted,  and  the  two  kings  parted,  in  all 
appearance  well  fatisfied  ^,     But  this  calm  was  of  no  long 
continuance. 

This  harmony  did  not  laft  long.     Henry  had  it  not  at  all  The  itngt 
in  his  intention  that  his  fon  Richard  (hould  marry  Alice,  for  of  Franct 

,  *  WiLHEC.  Britonisfhilippidos.     Mszeray,  .     •?,  VtRO. 
t  Annal^s  Francorum.    ,    .    «  R.  Hovxdek.         ,  ^  P.  DaH. 
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tfji^Eng.  .whom  Ire  ivas  thought  to  have  i  (botig  |)affi«i  himfelfl  tc 
land,  be-   which  the  French  Mrritors  afcinbe  the  jealoofy  (d  queen  ^Ua- 
ing  recon-  ^^.^  ^^^  the  Icing's  keq)mg  her  as  he  4td  a  pri(ooer  for-  twekc 
€iled  by     ygaj^  before  his  death-     Ce^reyy  duke  of  Bretagne^  Hei^ 
I  h%'*   rv'siccoiid  fcxn»  and  by  much  thebeft  of  them  all,  quarreUecJ 
^rofs.        ^'^^^ '  ^^^  father,  becaufc  be  would  not  add  the  ccmotry  of 
^    *         Maine  to  his  domiaions,  and  went  tbere;rpon,  in  great,  dif- 
content,  to  Paris y  where>  being  thrown  from  his  horfe  at  a 
toumaHient,  he  died  of  the  brmfes  he  received-;  king  Pfiilif 
retahiiaig  under  his  proteftion  his  widpw,   his  daughter  Ekr 
4Lmry  and  his  pofthumous  .fon  ArifniTy  with  which  Henr^ 
Was  much  offended  *.     The  comit  of  Flanders  ^  and  the  eaj- 
peror  :gave  the  king  fome  difturbance,  but  his  firmneis   and 
"his  good  fortune  foon  extricated  him  out  of  thefe,   2B  it  haj 
done  out  of  former  difficulties;  but  on  the  fide. of  the  kiag 
i>f  'EttglAitd  he  was  able  to  procure  00  latisfaftion.      Ac 
length,  therefore,  he  deckircd  walr ;  and  having  taken  forae 
places  of  lefs  confequeace,  befieged  Chafeauroux,   in  which 
^i»«re  the  two  princes  of  England,  Richard  and  John\  but 
they  jnade  fo  good  a  defence,  that  Henry  had  time  to^  come 
^o  ^heir  relief;    upon  which   Philip  raifed'  the  fiege,    and 
marched  to  give  him  battle*^.     At  this  juaclure  arrived  « 
legate  from  die  pope,  to  interc^  With  tlie  two  ki0g%  ^od 
*/i.D»     to  engage  them  to  lay  afide  their  private  quarrelSj,  and  tate 
txt-].    the  crofe  in  favour  of  the  Chriftians,  from  whom  ti^  i^moos 
Saiadine  had  taken  Jentfalem.     H^iry  having  (biemnly  pro- 
mifed,   that,  at  their  return  from  this  expedition,  aJI  tilings 
Should  be  adjuftcd  to  the  fatis&flionof  Philips  the  .two  kiogs^ 
and,   moved  by  their  example,  the  moil:  of  the  great  lor^ 
ki  both  armies  took  the  crois,  which,  of  his  own  free  wil}^ 
prince  Ricl^rd  had  taken  before  '.  .    " 

Jf  nenxj         KiNG  Philips  in  order  to   defray  the  cxp^nccs  <rf    fuch 
quarrel  be- it  vmv».  laid  heflvy  taxes  upon  the  dergyi   at.whicH  tfe^ 
tiAjeen  /'V  murmured  exceedingly,  but  wkich  the  king,  nevertheWi, 
h'.-gsy  if:  caufed  to  be  raafed,  and  to  which  in  thofe  days  th^  ga«e 
R^h^d    the  na«ne  of  the  tax  of  Sakdine.    h^t.  while  .the  king,  ^m 
0^  Tf*  ^l>us  employed,  ^inct  Richard^  when  it  was  leaft  expe£>« 
Poiton      niadea  furious  irrupdon  ioto  the  territories  of  R^tymotn 
fides  ivith  coismt  of  Th^uhu/e,  in  -purfuance  of  the  old  quaitej,  ^hi^ 
'Philip^^-  Asweoblerv«d>/fe»ry  kept  .open,  on.parpQfe.t€^  aiford  cp^om 
gainj^  his   for  fuch  incurfions.     The  monarch  of  France  >s^s-|io  {<;f^mf$ 
Jfiuher,      informed  of  this  than  he  naade  a  diverfioa  in  ikvour  of  cpun 
Raymond,  :by  »vad»^  the  territories  vtbkhMmr^.ipQS^lki 

*  Appendix  ad  Chroaicon  Sij^/ebetti. 


in  France  ".    That  monarch,  with  aii  alacrity  little  fuitablc 

to'hia  years,  advanced  with  an  army  to  their  relief ;  but  his 

fi|ccefs  was  not  fequal  tahis  Ipirit,  and  therefore  demanded 

a  conference,  at  which  he  defired,  that,  iiiftfead  of  RichaMf 

the  princeft  AUci  might  efpoufe  his  fon  Johuy  which  was  re- 

jefted,  there  being  a  fecret  underftanding  between  Philip  and 

the  prince  of  Sngland  ^     The  pope's  legate  interpofed  upoii 

this,  and  Went  (o  far  as  to  threaten  PkiRp  with  an  excommu- 

Iiicatton ;  but  th^king  told  him,  that  he  held  his  crown  front 

God,  and  not  from  the  pope,  who  had  no  i-ight  to  prefcribc       .    i^ 

hov  he  ftiouM  behave  to  his  vaflal ;  inflnuating  at  the  fame    ^^^Vk 

fimc,  that  the  legate's  zeal  was  prompted  by  ying  Heniry's 

p\A.    As  for  Richard,  hfe  was  for  much  incenfed,  that  he  was 

very  near  killing  the  legate  upon  thefpot,  and,  being  hin- 

;dred,  fhewed  his  refentmfent  by  doing  homage  to  king  Philips 

«id  retiring  to  the  fr^h/rA  camp ;  fo  that  thefe  brpils,  which 

liadbeen  fo  lately  appeafed,  were  now  niore  inflamed  thad  • 

The  king.  With  prlriCe  Aichard,  as  foon  as  tHey  were  able  Pt^i  oncj^ 
^  to  affemble  troops  fufficient,  attacked  the  city  of  Mons,  which,  more  re- 
tbo'itwas  theflrongeft  phcc  in  zllHenry*s  French  territd-/*jf^» 
rics,  was  taken  in  the  fpace  of  three  days,  by  an  accident ;  '^htcKts 
for  the  governor  having  given  direftions  for  burning  the  fub-  '^T //- 
'ttrbs,  this  was  performed  in  fuch  a  hurry,  that  the  A^oi^^^^/^- 
aught  the  town.    King  Ifenry,  who  was  there  in  perfon,  ^/„^  Hch- 
efcaped  with  difficulty,  being  warmly  purfued  by  Philip  and  ry's  </r<i/ii 
Richard.     He  retired  to  Chinon,  where  he  determined  ^o  de- 
.fend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity;  but,  befote  things  were   ' 
'  brought  to  this  pafs,  the  count  of  Glanders,  and  other  great 
lords,  represented  teeing  Philips  that  they  could  not,  with 
afafe  confcience,  ferve  himagainft  a  monarch  wha^ad  taken 
the  CTofs,   and  thereby  impede  the  recovery  of  Jerufalem^ 
which  cenftrained  hiiti  once  more  to  admit  of  a  coafereoce  p. 
The  nVo  kings  difcourfing  together  on  horfeback,   were 
,  parted  by  a  dreadful  clap  of  thunder,  which  ftU  betweea 
them.    However,  they  tame  together  a^iin,  and,  after  three 
hours converfation,  the  terms  of  the  peace  were  fettled;  the 
places  takett  from  the  kidg  df  Engiahd  were  to  be  reftored, 
king  Philip  was  to  have  a  large  fum  in  ready  money,  Richard 
was  to  be  crowned  as  his  brdthet'  Itenry  had  been,  and  then 
fo  efpoufe  the  princeft  Alicif;  but  his  folemmty  was  to  be  de- 
*  fe'fed  till  their  return  from  the  Holy  Land,  and,  in  the 
nKJan  dme, '  the  pribccfs  w^  ta  be  pi\t  into  fuch  iands  a^ 

*  RiGOkD.    Du  TiLiBT.  *  WiLriEL.   Brit.  Philip* 
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Philip  ihouki  approve.     When  all  was  adjufted,  Henry  ^ 
ferved  to  Philip,  that  princes  had  a  commoa  iatereft  agaul 
traitors,  and  infiAed  fo  pafEonately  to  fee  tbe  a(Ibdation»by 
which  he  had  been  invited  to  invade  his  doounions,  that  as 
length  he  did  "i.     But  as  fooo  as  Henry  faw  his  favourite  bs 
John'z  name  at  the  head  of  it,  he  flew  into  a  traafport  ti 
^•^-     paffion,-  which  affefted  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  hclw 
1 189.     carried  back  to  Chinon  and  died  there  fpeedily>  rather  c^^ 
content  than  difeafe  \    By  this  means  Philip  loft  a  daiiger- 
bus  and  implacable  enemy^  and  his  friend  Richard,  whooi 
he.  had  always  fupported  agaiilft  his  ^ther,  acquired  tbt 
crown  he  had  fo  eagerly  purfued,  tho',.  in  fome  meafuie^  11 
the  expence  of  ris  reputation,  the  world  ia  general  ccn- 
demning  his  conduft. 
Philip  aW     The  two  kings  feemed  to  be  equaHy  fatlsfied  and  ateal^ 
the  young  Philip  had  confiderable  claims  on  Richari^  on  account  of  th^ 
t!"^}^^ A   fi^ccours  furnifhed  to  him  in  his  father's  time  >  but,  upoil& 
England,  j^^^iaring  frankly  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  faift 
^^\^tbl^  to  comply  with  them  at  that  junfture,  Philip  very  generoidif 
floly        pafled  it  by.     They  then  concluded  an*  alliiance  as  king, 
Land  a-   ^^^  fwore  perpetual  fidelity  as  friends,  without  confideriifg 
gainJI  thi  that  theif  manners  were  too  much  alike -for  any  oaths  tore»; 
infideU*     ftrain,  or  leagues  to  bind,  them.     They  were  in  their  ptf- 
fons  tall,  well-made,  and  robuft  men ;  aftive,  brave^  m^ 
nificent,  free  in  their  difcourfe,  and  full  of  a  fprightly  kisl 
of  wit,  that  however  bordered  upon  levity :  their  vices  alfo 
wcrd  much  the  fome,  for  they  were  ambitious  in  a  ftipreiiK 
degree,  hafty  in  their  tempers,  addifted  to  women,  avan* 
cious,  or  rather  greedy  of  moneys  that  they  might  fqoandcr; 
and,  in  fine,  immoderately  fond  of  praife,  and  ready  to  na 
any  hazard  to  acquire  it.     The  expedition  to  the  Holy  lad 
appeared  to  thefe  princes  an  enterprizc  that  was   to  cover 
them  with  immortal  glory;    and  having  once  entertained 
this  notion,  Ihey  could  neither  of  them  be  brought  to  con* 
fider  it  in  another  light '.     Some  of  the  wifeft  oieo  in  his 
council  laboured  to  undeceive  Philip;,  and  to  difluade  him 
from  going  in  perfon;  but  his  mother,   and  the  cardinal  of 
kheimiy  out  of  an  ambitious  defire  of  governing  in  his  ab- 
,     fence,   fruftrated  their  intention.  •  He  took,  however,  the 
precaution  of  limiting  their  authority  by  an  inftrument,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  and  form  of  a  Teftamentj  and  ap- 
pointed overfcers  to  look  to  its  execution,'  which  they  fid 
not  expeft.     Ikfore  his  departure  he  received  the  homage 

^  Njcol.  Trivet.  .  Mez.         '  ^ath...Paris.    P.Vim. 
f  WiL.  Brit.  Philip.    Pol^dor.  Viae. 


C  4.    '  ^e  Hiftorj  of  France.  ^ig 

of  the  qiJe^  iowsLger  of  England  for  the  duchy  ofGuienne^ 
"vrhich  (he  held  in  her  own  right;  and  to  defray  the  expended 
<A  this  prodigious  armament,  expofed  to  fale  the  great  charge 
of  hUhottlhold,  the  domain  of  the  crown,  and  whatever  elfe 
yrould  fetch  money.  Ail  things  being  adjuiled,  the  two 
kings  marched  with  their  armies  as  far  as  Lyons  i  and  there 
Philip  took  the  route  of  the  JlpSy  in  order  to  embark  at 
Gcn^a^  and  Richard  proceeded  to  the  coaft  in  order  to  meei  * 

Jiis  fleet,  which  was  appointed  to  rendezvous  at  Marfeilks^ 
tinder  a  folemn  engagement  to  meet  again  in  Sicily^  and  to 
proceed  from  thence,  in  conjunftion,  to  the  cpaft  of  Syria  ^ 

Tancred  was  at  this  time  in  pofleiEou  of  that  ifland,  Tranfae-^ 
^vith  the  regal  title;  but  he  was  held  to  be  an  intruder  in//^/'»Si- 
.  prejudice  to  dmftance^  the  wife  of  the  eirtperor  Henry ^  witli  ^'^  ^"^" 
M^hom  Philip  was  in  clofe  alliai^ce ;  on  the  other  hand,  ^^'^§        i' 
held  Ae  queen  dowager  Joan  clofe  prifoner,  who  was  Wng-^^^^^^ 
Xichard^s  fifter,  and  confequently  had  no  great  reafon  to  be  j^-^^^  pjjj^ 
fond  of  fuch  guefts.     Philip^  arrived  firft,  and  was  tolei*ably  \\p  and  " 
well  treated,  and  behaved  civilly  on  his  fide.     When  ^iVtori  Richard^ 
arrived,  he  demanded  that  his  fifter  ftiould  be  prefcntly  fent  im  that 
him,  and  full  fatisfaftion  for  the  large  legacies  left  to  his  i^amL     ^ 
father  ^by  the  deceafed  Wng  of  Sicily ^  which  Tancred  labour- 
ed to  decline.     Upon  this  iJ/VAorflf  attacked  the  city  oi^Mef* 
jina^  and  was  very  near. coming  to  a  rupture  with  kjng 
Philip,  who,  with  part  of  his  forces,  was  in  the  city  when  it 
was  attacked.     He  confented,  however,  to  admit  of  his  me- 
diation, and  by  the  decree  of  the  French  king,  Tancred  vf 2s 
to  be  left  in  peaceable  pofleffion,  and  to  pay  king  Richard 
forty  thoufaAd  ounces  of  gold  in  full  fatisfaftion  for  ms 
claims  '*.      Tancred^  who  had  flattered  himfelf  v^ith  the 
French  king's  proteflion,  was  fo  much  vexed  with  the  difap- 
pointment,  that  he  made  his  court  to  king  Richard^  and  pro- 
duced to  him  a  letter,  whether  forged  or  genuine  is  not  very 
clear,  in  which  Philip  encouraged  him  to  attack  the  Englijb, 
and  particularly  their  king,  with  a  promife  to  affift  him  with 
all  his  forces.     This  produced,  as  heexpefted,  a  very  high 
quarrel  between  thefe  princes ;  Richard  charged  Philip  with 
having  attempted  againft  his  life,   and  PhiRp  accufed  Richard 
of  infifting  upon  a  forged  letter,  and  publiftiing  many  falfe- 
hoods  ^.    JBut,  after  all,   their  interefts  obliged  them  to  be 
friends;  and  they  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  difcufs  the 
real  difpute  between  them,  which  was  the  marriage  of  the 
princefs  Jlice,    a  point    which    Richard    without    cere- 
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pioQy  rfjcfted,    fo^  reafons  bcfor^-meatioa^,  aadbwaflfe 

his  mqther  was  treating;  of  another  marriage  for  him  loA* 

varrf,  but  very  honourably  offered  torcftore  the  places  rial 

had  been  fo  long  detained  for  her  dowry.     Th^  treaty  bang, 

without  much  difficulty,   adjufted,  a  new  nufunderilairiiaj^ 

A*^* :  happened;  for  Philip  jnfifted  that  Richard^  with  bisfeitai 

!  V9^*    fliould  depart  with  him,  which  the  king  of  England  dedawl 

to  be  ImpofTible,  becaufe  he  had  a  mind  to  wait  for  Us  jaiif 

yrife,  whom  his  mother  haJpromifed  to  bring  thither.    Pfr 

iip^  afraid  that  Tie  fhpuld  return  into  France]  and  atta^^te 

dominious  in  his  abfence,  laboured  all  be  CQuld  to  lAdiKi 

the  French  lords  that  followed  kichardto  proceed  widiMffi; 

^nd,  having  engaged  the  greateft  par^  of  them,  feiled  forth 

paft  of  Syriuy  and  left  the kingof  England m  Sicily  *.    Th«i 

tranfaftions  are  related  with  n^ny   mca'e    cbcuroftaace^ 

.  ^nd  not  a  few  variations, 'according  to  the  difpofioofirf 

fhe  authors  who  committed  them  to  writing.   "^Tbe  natiH^ 

of  our  plan  rec^uires  we  fliouId  be  fwcda£l  ;  andlberefon 

we  have  reprefented  thefe  fadis.  with  as.  oiuch  cteanie&  vL 

impartiality  as  was  in  our  power,  and  with  theleaft  iatera^ 

tioa .  t^>at  mJ^ht  to  be  the  thread  of  par  narration. 

fi^  eonti*      At  the  tiipe  of  his  arrival,  PhiHp  foiind  the  affairs  of  4| 

i^ualouar-  Ghriftian|  in  ^  very  untoward  fituation.    They  w«-e  ecg^ 

t^ils  h"     in  the  fiege  pf  Jcon,  or  Ptolemais^  haviiag  lain  before  it  nxtt 

/w«rPhi-  ^^jj  g[  yggj.^  >yhich  in  reality  was  no  gr^t  welder,  confiir- 

^P  J^"^    ing  that,  for  tlie  beft  part  of  the  tim^,  the  army  wAoat 

d  7lali  — ^  ^^^^^^  ^"^^  ^^  ^^^  S^rrifon  within.     As  if  ihefe  dift* 

^^^^^yr^  Vies,  had  not  been  enoiJgh^  the  Chriftians  \Kere  uponbii 

wrV  com-  ternas  \vith  each  other,  apd  this  on  account  of  a  divided  ti* 

ing  km9'   i^  ^^^  Hin^4o^  of  Jerufalem^  which  city  was  m  the  h^s^i 

*''»^     '       the  infidel  s^     Guy  de  Lufjgnan  had  been  acknowlcged  ^ 

In  right  of  his  \yife,  who  was  the  eldeft  fifter  of  the  laftmoor 

arch :  but  t;his  princefs  being  dead,  without  leaving  any  iffii*. 

'    the  marquis  oiMontferrat  claimed  the  crown  in  right  of  tic 

youngoft  fifter,   who  was  his  confort  5  whereas  Guy  infiW 

i^hat,  having  oncQ  been  invefted  with  the  regal  digflicy*  ^ 

was  king  fo^  life  y.     When  king  Richard  lande4>  aft^^^ 

g^uerin^  the  ifhnd  of  Cyprus  by  the  way,  he  2^mtn^^ 

confufibn,  for  he  took  part  \^ith  Guy  de  Lufign^h  who^ 

his  fubje^;  and,  perhaps,  it  was  chiefly  for  this  reafoffii*^ 

Philip  took  part  with  the  marquis  of  'Montfernit'  ^^ 

much  difficulty  thiogs  "\^i;e  fo  far  compromifed,  as  tofefpew 

all  progeed]|ngs  till  the  place  was  takeUjr  which  h^iiig^'S*' 

*  WiL-Bpt.  Philip,  lib,,  iv:.    Awial.  Fraskcarufli.  Hi**^''^' 
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ifiy  atta^^y^was  quickly  yeiljfied  by  captuladon..  -As 
pa  ^s  AcQnvftA  in  tbejiaods  of  th^  Chriilians,  Plfili^.  tooJk: 
r^fplutioa  of  returning  iqto  hi$^  own  dominions,  -  b^raofe 
Oe  eUfoat^wsts  pr^ijudicial-to  his  health ;  and  vvlvch^  pechap$» 
dghed  "syifk.him  more,,  tha^he  might  not  remain  la  tne 
me  couiHry  wi^ Kkhard^  -who,,  if  ihA-Frencb  hiftorians  are 
be  bcliev^,  was  coatiniually  raifing  »ew  quarrels,  amd^- 
y&  in  the- wrong  ;.aQd,  if  \Ye  lift^  <3p  other  authors,  thefe 
L<%ces  ought  oot  to  beafcribe^  to- Richard  but  to  PhUi^-^. 
is  very  probable  they  might  b^  both  in  the  wrongs  but  it 
very  certaia  they  could  never  agr^,  and  therdbre  Philip's 
folutioa  of  leaving  the  army  might  not  be  To  injuripus  to 
e  common  caufe  as  it  is  gener^ly  reprefented.     At  paring 
I  left  a  confideraWe  body  of  French  troops  under  £w/<?^  yf 
Burgundy y  with  orders- to  obey  Richardi  to  wboigalfij.he  •       '^ 
proinifed,  with  a  folema  oath,  not  to  attack  his.  dominions,    '  "  ^ 
m  to  difpoflefe  any  of  ,bis  vafTal^.     But  how  fiujcerely  he 
a£l<d  ,io  Ibis  matjbcr  may  appear  frooa  hence j;.  that,  landing    ^'  ^^ 
in  jhe  kiagdom  of  Napks^,  he  t69k  Rome  m  his  way.  home,     *  *9'»- 
and  earoefliy  fellicited  pope  Gelejii7i  III.  to  abfolyi^im.froai 
. the  oath  VKhicU  he  bad  taken  to  Richard,hxx\, ^yitI>cj^ effeft  ».     .■•  r 
^JHc  landed  in  fr4«c<  about  CAr^wwi-,  and  was  received  witii 
sgreat  joy  by  his  fubjefts,  tho'  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
;Mt  the  Htily  Land  did  not  raife  his  reputatioa  with  other 
.priaces,.  wio  apprehended  his  taking  advantage  of  i^/V^ar^'s  -      •   -. 
.'abfence; 

It  appeared  foon  after  his  return,  that  he  had  an  impla-  Phi1ij>  in    . 
•cable  averiioii>..aQ4  *t  the  fame  time,  a  dejep  dread  of  thefpoufes'lti^ 
^Snglijb,  iponarch.     The   marquis  of  Montferrat  liad   been  gerburge 
-flaia  in  the  midft  of  the  city  of  Tyre,  by  fome  of  the  A[piffinx ;  *  p^^^^ 
a  bold  and  barbarous  nation,  from  whofe  pra^ices  this  word  /'*'«^c/'> 
has  beea  adopted  into  moll  languages.*    Philip  no.fooner'^.  f^^^^ 
4«ard  of  this^  than  remembering  that  Richa^rd  was  the  enc-  ^*^*f . 
r-my  of  the  maiquis,  he  conjeftur^d  that  he  had  applied  to  ^^^ainfi  ' 
.Old.  Man  of  tbf  Mountain f  Jo  the  prince  of  thofe  wick^  E„glan4, 
men  was  ftiicd,  and  had  procured  from  him  thefe  thftru- 
SQeots  of  his  vengeance ;  from  whence  he  deduced  this  coQ- 
♦fequence,  that,  being  no  lefs  hated  by  Richard^  he  might  be 
M  a&  much  danger.    .Upioa.  this*  by  the  advice  of  his  coun- 
.cil>  lie  ifbrmed  a-  particular  corps  of  guards,  armed  with 
« iron  maces^  whom  be  had  about  his  perfoa  night  and  day, 
nod  who  fufFcred  ao  Aranger  to  approach  hm  K  He  likewlfe 

*'WiL. /Brit.  Philip,  lib.  iv.     N.  Trivet  Annal.     Chalons,^ 
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fffpttcbcd  ambaf&dors,  with  rich  prefents,  topsc^tbeprinae  1 
of  the  jtjaffins ;  but,  when  they  came  to  his  court,  die  OU 
Man  of  the  Mountain  told  them  plainly;  Chat  he  had  ho-tc- 
fentmeQt  againft  their  mafter ;  chat  he  had  never  beea  fol- 
,   licited  by  the  king  of  England  to  his  prejudice^  and  thar  he 
had  caufed  the  marquis  of  Montfirrat  16  be  killed,  becaafe 
he  looked  upon  him  as  his  enemy,  and  withoat  having,  any 
corr^rpond^n(:c  with  Richard  \    Philip  in  the  mean  time  icid 
his  head  full  of  intrigues,  entered  into  a  d^e  alliaoce  with 
Jobn^  the  broths,  but  the  mortal  enemy  of  king  RiebarJ; 
and  his  own  queen  Ifahella  being  dead  in  hi&  abicnce,  he«tt- 
•folvcd  to  marry  Ingerhurge^  the  daughter  of  WaUhmvr^  mad 
the  lifter  of  ^a;j«/^  king  ot  Denmark^  without  any  other  por- 
A  D.    ^^^  ^^^"  ^^'^  transferring  to  him  the  whole  claimed  the 
|™'    Danes  M^OTi  Englandy  and  affording  him  the  aiEilance  oF  a 
^        fleet ;  but  the  court  of  Denmark  declining  this^  propofitioii, 
he  was  content  to  take  this  princefs  with  the  fmali  fortune 
that   they  offered;  yet,   J)efore  her  arrival,    the  marriage 
was  not  very  acceptable  to  the  French  <*,  tho*  her  merit  pro- 
cured her  afterwards  the  efieem  of  the  whole  nation. 
Philip  en- '    It  fe^ifis  that  Richard  had  intelligence  of  the/e  proceediags 
fers  into  in  Syria  \  and  on  account  of  them,  as  well  as  becaufe  of  a 
analliance  grievous  fit  bf  ficknefs,  he  determined  to  return :   but  in  !iis 
^'^^J^^?  paflage  home  he  was  (hipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Dabnatid, 
^^^^Y      z^^  endeavouring  to  pafs  in  difguife  through  the-conntryof 
kinv  '^      Iteopold^  duke  of  Aujiria^  whom  he  had  highly  ofiended  at 
kidijwd*   ^^^  ^*^?^  ^^  Acony  he  was  difcovered  and  'taken  priibocF. 
After  much  ill  ufage,  the  duke  fojd  him  to  the  empcr<M-  /fai- 
ry VI.  who  was  ot  a  harfh  difpofition,  ncceffitons,  and  ava- 
ricious.    He  gave  notice  of  this  as  an  acceptable  piece  cf 
pews  to  king  Philips  who  offered  him  a  large  fum  of  moiiejr 
for  his  prifoner,  which  he  refufed  *. .   The  king  and  prince 
JoAw  now  entereid  into  a  new  bargain,  by  which  the  latter  was 
to  deliver  up  fcveral  places,  and  to  leave  the  king  at  liberty 
to  defpoil  ^irAar J  of  what  he  thought  proper  in  N^rmawfy^ 
while  himfelf  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  get^pofleffion  of 
the  crown  of  Engiafid.    And  in  order  to  give  thefe  diOionoBf* 
able  meafures  fome  kind  of  colour^  Philip  f^nt  to  denonoce 
war  againft  Richard  in  his  prifon,  and  th^naflembled  '^ 
army  to  invade  his  territories.      The  nobHity  of  Frame 
obeyed  him  very  unwillingly ;  they  put  him  in  mind  of  U 
path»  of  thefcandal  of  attacking  a  prince  who'was  ftUl  un- 
dfr  the  ^rof^,  and  t)^e  Uihqn^nit^  of  ma|un^  war  upon  one 
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who  was  Iq  no  condltbn  to  refift  htm.    Piiiip'  pr^tn^eA 
tluit  be  had  op  intentioD  to  fpoil  Richard  of  his  dQminio»4^ 
or  to  take  ^hy  thing  but  what  of  right  belonged  to  himfe]/^ 
iofiftiog  chiefly  on  the  treaty  that  had  been  made  betweep 
.ihem  in  AW/^y  in  which  Richard  had  ftipulated  to  deliver  op 
.the  town  of  Gi/ors  and  the  Fexin:  he.  added,  that  he  wa^ 
ibcMind  to  deliver  up  his  Mer,  who  was  kept  prifoner  in  tb« 
^^tadel  oiRoufn  ^.     He  quickly  regained  the  phces  wjiich  be 
.dadoed,  and  afterwards  made  bimfelf  mafter  of  Evrtux^ 
which  he  gave  to  prince  John^  the  caftle  excepted.  iai» 
:Svbicb  he  pnt  a  ftrong  garrifon.     He  alfo  befieged  R$w!i$. 
;Wi^hout  efTeA.     There  is^  no  doubt  that  this  ufage  muft  have 
virritated   Richard^,  -  who,    no(withIlandingi    found   himfelf 
jQbliged  to  diiTemhle;  for  haviag  difcorered  that  the  emperor 
was  inclined  to  fell  him  to  PpUp,  pr  at  leaft  to  take  mpnejr. 
.to  keep  him  in  prifon,  he  mreAed  JVillmm^  biihop  of  SiXr 
:his  chancellor,  to  pafs  over  into  France^  and  apply  hiinrelif 
to  Vax^  Philip  to  defift  from  thefe  intrigues,  and  to  aUo^r 
him  to,  make  the  beft  terms  for  himfelf  b|s  could ;  to  which, 
out  of  mere  ihame,  and  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of  his  nobi-    ^  ^ 
iity,  the  king  confented,  and  .the  old^queen  dowager,  with     ,,*g-* 
Jofinite  difficulty^  procured  YAxx^  the  beft  part  of  his  raiifom^ 
but  we  may  judge  of  the  true  difpofition  oi  Philip  by  t^ 
.ineflage  he  fent  to  prince  John^  wjien  he  heard  that  king 
Richard  was  at  length  releafed,   "  Take,  care  of  yourfe^ 
!^*  for  the  devil  is  unchained;"  language  unWorthy  of  fo 
{^eat  a  man,  much  more  of  fo great  a  ,king  ^1 
.    Treaties  made  by  force,  or  with  no  juft  intention^  Rjchai* 
fcldoiji  fubfift  loog.     Richard  had  prevaifed  upon  the  em^  ^^^ 
peror,  and  the  moil  confiderable  princes  in  Germany,   to  <u;//^  ^nt 
threaten  Philip  with  an  inyafion,  if  be  did  not  furrender  aU  am^  $Mi9 
the  pla^s  he  had  taken..    Upon  which  the  king,  confidering  Franee^ 
this  as  a  declaration  of  war,  invaded  Normandy,  and  befieged  and  gam 
Verneuil\  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  the  news,  Richard  p^cdfi'"^  ^* 
with  an  army,  and  a  fleet  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  fail,  '^^^H^ 
from  England,  and  debarked  at  Barfieur,  from  whence  heSJJJJj 
marched  with  great  rapidity  to  give  Philip  battle  \     His        ^ 
brother  John,  who  faw  himfelf  now  at  his  mercy,  refolved, 
if  he  could,  to  recover  his  favour,  and  if  poflible  his  confi- 
dence.   The  method  he  took  was  Angular,  as  well  as  per- 
fidious.    He  invited  (he  French  oSiztt^  at  Evreux  to  an  en- 
.t^tainment,  and,  when  they  had  drank  plentifully,  caufe^ 
them  to  be  cut  to  pi^es,  tp  the  oumber  of  three  hundred, 
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4<nd  pkctd  ther  head-d  upon  flakiest  a^^tig  the  wdl ;  ^M^iikh  b 

fat  had  ks  efl&<ft,  as  it  comrinccd  the  kkig  h»is  brother  Aat 

^-  reconcUiatioii  -would  bercr  be  ia  hii  power.     P&Aj^  no 

*footoef  received'  this  news,  than,  lea?mg  his  CAmp  ir  the 

^ightwirti^  choiee  bo^  of  troops,  he  marched  wi*h  fiidi 

Imj5>^^*^>'*>' ^^^  ^^ eaflly  furprized^vrtftfJJ,  puf  ail  tkc-gii^- 

5lf^»he  foundsto-thc  fword,  with  Hioft-^f'thd-iDkabitaatSjdftd 

%Ut^  the  phMre  tt>  the  groaAd  ^     His  reverfge  coft  hioi  vcty 

'Ate:^/his  arnay,  notbeittg  in  the  feoret  of  tb«  expedkioa, 

fiMiiij^*  tfce  kitig  g<)iie,-  "end  having  inOsl^eftee  that  Richard 

^)^lk^^ye^y  bear,  abftnd^d  th€ir  cattip^nd  th4»ip  baggag«|  aad 

•dilfterfed  t«  thck*  'reTpeWve  homes.     There  followed  opoa 

«hli?a'iiegoliairioii>: which  came  to  nothings' l>ecaufe  Pkilipia- 

IStted-  tJpOfi  an  iridtmnity  for  thofewho^  had  taken  apois  *• 

:j^)!A9^  Micfkifd^hb'^^iith  hs  ^V5o«ld  not  confent  '^^     PhiMf 

.*Aig'  afgaih  ki  .ttte'  -fidd,^'  the  EngVi/b'  rooiiarcb  laboured  all 

lilitfi:  was  io  his  p<ywgf  k)  bring  him  tt>«  battle;  and,  at 

'*4B!*^'j''fi**^^^g  ^^  ^^'^^  tteighbburhoodof  Fendofina,  ea- 

^ktti^d  fo  near  Ajat  It  cotuld'  n<yt?^e>Bb^  avoided,    Pfn^ 

/»  j^     Ifettdfe  u(t  of  an^a^tifito,  *;«rhich  failed  hhn-f^  he  fent  a  meffigc 

\^^\ '     46'^RUhanl;  tha*,  if:  he*  rfetnaiti'id  on  the  fame  gretind,  he 

im>€^^v^  Mitt  ba^te'rfb  which  the  king  of  England  re- 

^dcd  for  anfwer;'  tilat  He  would  find*him  ready,  a^d  that 

Sf^  failed  he'wob>d"C<sn:>e  theftextday  and  attack  hhn. 

*  »Th*  defigft  oPthi  king  of  Fmwc^  was*  to  retire,  which 

^kiekard  p6tTet^ted,  ai^d-  'began  vo  advaute  as   fooa  as  the 

meflenger  retiirn63,^a*tA^kfed  and  routed  the  army  xm  tfack 

li: :     ..  *teith,   anS  'tolE)ft  the^  Fr^ch  'chaticc^i'y  wWch  then  attended 

K  tfh^  kiiig*  fotlifa^,  fcyehls  itnluckydccicfetlt,  aJI  the  fides  rf 

Kiiv      .  '^he^erbwn/dl  mtd-)hd  pofleffion  x^fRiehitd,  to  the-irEepan- 

•**^'      •;  ble-loTs  of  the  F/^/z^'*  wadon  ^    '  FhiliPy  notwitfaftandiag, 

•;       * '  Ifaade  an  irruption,  ndt  long  aftJer ,  into  Narinsndy^  with  fe<J- 

^'^^  eefe  ••  and ,  though  the^©pe*s  ]egdte'''feacfe  gr«al  efforts  to  bring 

'"  y  Aboiika  treaty,  yet  fliey  {k>€)d«ced'Ortlyatriice,  which  lafteii 

'but  a  little  time,  which  was  owing  1^  a- dhimericatprojeft  of 

,        r -the- emperor,  who,  wifhfhe'*affiftaneef'of  king  TWci^ri/,  pro- 

pofed  to  render  the  r^alm  of  France '  ^' Sef  oi  the  eoapire  *. 

fepbtl  this  Rtcfmrd  reeonrmcRteed  hoftilities.  Which  were  now 

earricd'on  with  unufoftl  fiiry  on  both  fides.    la  a  litlk  time, 

4-^*     holvettjPjfeoth  kiogi 'perceived  that  ^aftteg- their  country,  and 

?*95*  /deilVoyrng  their  pco^,   mtfft  necdflfeiily  turo  to  thc&r  m«- 

'ttril  lofs,    wVthout-  rendering  eiAer-  of  tihem  great ;   and, 
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therefore,  irt  die.  mopsk  ci  NovtmU^^  *^tttf  dOMlldgS'^ 
eriice,.  aiikl  thew3Ktyear.a  dec'^ye  peace^  ^tijMi'tfqOSA  teM^; 
hy  %¥hich  th^  prinerfs  ABee  rdcovwcd  her  Mtterty^  atfciffetm 
»fter  efpoufcd  the  comlt  of  Pdrt/Ai^,  atueij  bdng  the  fotiy^ 
K)f  fo  much  cHfcbfd  aad  bioodflied  b€i«ieM  thet^^  fiationsf^l^ 

The  peace  of  LaavUn,  as  it  wft&culltdv  frorii  the  {rf^  J  new 
MrWe it  ivas made^ Xeenied to promifea  laftltig 9anqt(il((yM% ivar h- 
•the  doroinioas  of  the  two  kings  $  aoiHvftjhftandiBg  ^tl^M'^ft  f*"'^"''^ 
was  br^ke  in.fiii  aiDOths.    PbiUp  pferniied  td  tak€h^ifl»Mde  ^^^rcbs 
iki  king  Ri(Aard^$  Jbaving  dilpofleffed  oae  of  bid  vttfllfe/««ll ^S?^* 
x^zed  bi&  fbrtrefii ;.  an4,.  ^thout  loakltJ^awf  ap^licatJ*ft^  ^JJ^^ 
itdrefs,  reiiew^  the  «ttt  by  b^Cit^ag  Akmate.-   ^J^f^^^  ^Mcb  is 
Mas^  very  foon  in  tBe;field-,  and  hoftilitiasiiPfeie  cdrfied'dAI  <fet  terminat* 
Anne  thne  -with,  ai  vkriety  of  fuccefg;    The  Sngli/h  ih©te§refi',  gdhy  a 
'  whom  expcriaafce  ha4  taught  cautlooi  ^nd-  his-  fPe^^^Stk-riflf  peace  un* 
takes  lidkire&,  ihonaged  his  ai^rs  ^t  fhi^  flme  in  ^^^-j  ti^^  ^^r  jf/&^ 
different  from  what  he  had  hithertodoria*     He  detaohfefl'ttSb  mediation 
<o^m  .of  Thauhefs  from  the  party  rf  kihgr.i>M)K  'b^^^gS^ing-tf^fV .  ? 
•him  Hi§  fiftcr  7<?/»«  in  mairriage)  the  widoft^'  of  miliar  Hilg  ef  p-ff  ^  ♦ 
*i7i/r;  be  bixmght  over  the  Jr^fo«ji  ta  hts  fot^reft, '&y  W- '^^^^ 
'finttating  ter  the  young  *duk€  Arthur^  or  rather  to  hl^  njoJ-  "  * 

nifters,  that  he  mighst  render  him  hfe  fiiceeflbrj  afidWeifi^    *'!.'./',* 
jgaged  Baldwin  carl  of  Flandirs  in  his  allknce>  by  foggeflfeg*** ; .    '  '^ 
that  it  was  the  only  way  to  reoover  the  rich  coBfrti-Jrof 
Artms^  winch,  in  virtue  of  his  firft  marHage,  Phrti^  had  rfe*-    . 
annexed  to  the  crown.    By  thcfe  treaties,  and  by  receiving         ..  ' 
all  who  were  aggrieved,  or  thought  theinfelv^  aggfiev^  ► 

by  Philipj  he  caufed  him  to  be  attacked  on  every  fidfe,  and 
brought. him  into  very  great  difficulties  <5.     PhiRp^  ho^evctv 
brought  himfclf  int® '  gi^eater ;  for  giving  a  lioc^  toWsTe^ 
fentment,  and  relying  upon  that  good  fortune  which  hitherto 
had  attended  him  in  his  exploits,  he  expofed  hknfetf  til%  a 
young  man,  without  any  confideracion  of  the  numbers- He  aiS 
tacked,  or  was  attacked  by ;  wliich,  tho'  not  fatal  to*  MtiJ- 
fclf,  proved  exceedingly  fo  to  the  beft  of  his  tfoopsi  and  tb 
the  nobility  moft  attached  to  his  perfon»   Hearing  that  j^?yr<ix 
was  befieged  by  the  coutit  of  Fkmdirs^  he  turned  hfe^itrHolfe 
forces  on  that  fide,  and  marched  agaktlt.btm:  witha  ver^ 
ntt»erous  army.     Thp  count,  knowing  his  inferiority,  raJfed     ^ 
the  fiege,  and  retired  i.  the  king,  hurried  by  his  paffibns,  'fol'- 
tewed  him  till  he  found  hioifelf  fo  entangled  in  a  country  ftift 
oCm^Aes,  dykes,,  and  inekrfures,  that  he  was  unable  to  at^ 
Vance,  or  to  procure  provifions  for  his  army.     In  thefe  cir- 
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<iliii(famecf  he  was  conftrained  to  treat  with  the  coaat,  and, 
by  fair  promifes^  procured  his  leave  to  retire  K     Upon  Ah 
Baldwin  became  a  sncdiatoi"  between  the  two  kings,  andia,- 
^boured  ailiduouflj  to  .make  peace.    His  good  intention  wis 
jiot  followed  by  the  fuccefs  that  heexped^ed,  and  all  that  it 
produced  was  a  truce  for  a  year,  when  the  war  broke  oat 
JIgaiD  with  greater  fury  than  ever,  till  at  icngtht  pope  Innauti 
the  third  ia(crpo£ng,  the  two  kings  confeaeed  to  a  trace  for 
£vc  years.    It  was  oo  the  point  of  bang  broken  almcft  as 
A  Tk      ^'^  ^  ^^  ^^  made,  if  it  had  not  been  preireated  .by  the 
A.D.   -t^ivity  tod  addrefs  of  the  cardicial  legate,,  who  mana^ged  fe- 
'*^   ^veral.cpnfi^eaces  between  the  two  kings,  and  at  lall  brought 
tbeia  to  reliih  a  plan  for  a  folid  peace  ;  but,  before  it  could 
.  be  concluded,  Richard  was  unfortunately  Qain  before  ao  k* 
fioofiderable  caflle,  which  he  bcfieged,  in  hopes   of  takbg 
from  one  of  his  vaflals  a. great  mais  of  sold,  which Jie  had 
found  hid  in  the  earth  9.. 
JCr^^Phi'     '^^^  A^ih  of  Richard  was  one  of  the  moft  fbrtaoate 
lip  rMv«    events  that  could  haye  fallen  out  for  king  PhiSp  ;  but,  bdcre 
fiUid  f    we  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  events  that  followed  it;  it  may 
ntmm  t§  .be  requifite  to  give  a  fuccind  account  of  the  troubles  thit 
f»##ff  In-  Jbappeaed  in  France  from  the  king's  fecond  marriage.     Wc 
gerbmne,  j^^y^  fliewn  the  motives  upon  which  it  was  concluded  ;  aod 
V^hr    ^^'  Ingerberge  was  a  princefe  of  great  beauty  and  merit,  yet 
hhmit'     ^  ^**^8  ^^  ^^  difgufted  the  firft  night  of  their  marriage, 
$ri/s.         ^•^^  ^  icparated  from  her  hnmediately,  and  would  have  feat 
Itfx  hoinc  again ;  but,  as  fhc  appeared  very  averfc,   he  con- 
futed him^lf  with  placing  her  in  a  monafiery,  where  (he 
h^d  a  handfom?  allowance,  and  where  her  modefty,  piety, 
and  patience,  gained  her  univerfal  efteem  ^     This,  however, 
did  not  hinder  fome  of  the  biftiops  of  France  from  gratifying 
th^  king,  on  (he  old  pretence  of  alliance  in  blood,  made  out 
from  a  pedigree  not  over  well  founded,  with  a  divorce ;  in 
virtue  of  which  h^  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  efpoufe, 
,three  years  after,  the  miarriage  of  this  princefs,  Agnes  it 
Meraniay  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Dalmatia ;   but,  upon 
the  complaint  of  the  king  of  Denmark  to  pope  Celejfin,  he 
caufed  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  matter,  and  declared  the 
fecond  marriage  nuU.  Philip  foUidted  pope  Innocent  for  a  re- 
vcriion  of  his  fentence,  which  was  granted ;  yet  it  ferved  only 
to  create  delay ;  ajid  at  length  the  cardinal  legate  intimated 
the  pope's  fentence,  ^'  that  he  was  to  put  away  Agnes^  and 
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••  take  back  his  queen  •.  "    The  king^  not  complying,  the 
pojpe  proceeded  to  an  interdift,  which  fubfifted  about  fevea 
niotiths ;  at  which  PhiHp  was  fo  provoked,  that  Jie  feized 
thfe  temporalities  of  the  bi(hops,  imprifoned  the  canons  of 
cathedral  churches,  laid  impofitions  on  the  inferior  clergy^ 
and   at   length  taxed  his  lay  fubjefts  in  a  moft  oppreflive 
manner  ;  all  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  do,  becaufe,  con- 
trary to  the  cuftom  of  his  predeceflbrs,  he  kept  up  a  (landing 
army  of  mercenary  troops.    All  this  having  no  efKrfV,  he 
girew  tired  of  living  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  violence,  and,  apply-    " 
uig  to  the  pope,  promifed  entii'e  fubmiflion,  in  cafe  he  would 
faffei:  the  divorce  and  the  fecond  marriage  to  be  once  more 
reviewed  •.    This  was  accepted,  the  interdift  removed,  and 
a  council  appointed  at  Soijfons  to  examine  every  thing  afreih. 
Thither  Philip  repaired,  and  finding,  in  fpite  of  all  his  au- 
thority and  addrefs,  that  a  decree  would   be  pronounced 
againft  him,  he  fent  the  legate  word,  that  he  had  fettled  the 
aHair  himfejf ;  and  then  leaving  Soifftms^  having  firft  taken 
Ingerberge  out  of  her  convent  therej  carried  her  behind  him 
on  horfeback  to  Paris^  where  he  owned  her  publicly  for  his 
queen  ;  for  grief  of  which  Jgnes  foon  after  died  ".     But  the 
(on  and  daughter  he  had  by  her  were  legitimated  by  the 
pope;  which  an  hiftorian  of  that  time  fays  was  but  ill  re- 
ceived in  France,  where  they  were  by  no  means  edified  with 
the  pontif  s  intermeddling  in  their  affairs  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  more    efpecially    by  pretending  to  regulate  the  fuc- 
ceflion^. 

On  the  death  of  his  brother,  John  mounted  the  throne  of  £«/^/  /«- 
England^  and  took  poflefiion  likewife  of  his  French  dominions,  ^«  *ttw 
in  prejudice  to  his  nephew  Arthur^  who  at  the  beginning,  •iwV^X^lui 
however,  claimed  only  Anjou,  Maine y  and  Touraine.     The^^^.^  . 
old  queen  dowager  Eleanor  was  ftill  living,  ahd,  by  doing    ^^.  t"r* 
homage  for  Guienne,  prevented  that  country  from  becoming  ^^^^^ 
the  feat  of  war,   Shefided  with  her  fon  againft  her  gralndfon,  ,„^i,y^2», 
out  of  pique  to  his  mother  Con/lance,  wh6  was,  like  herfelf, 
a  princ^fs  of  very  high  fpirit' «.     PhiHp^  under  colour  of  pro- 
tefting   Arthur^   invaded  Normandy ^   which  John  came  in 
perfon  to  defend ;  .however,  from  the  ficklenefs  of  his  na-    - 
ture,  he  grew  defirous  of  making  peace  at  any  fate ;  and 
Philip  no  fooner  perceived  this,  than  be  fet  accommoda- 

^  '  Rob.  db  Mont.  Appendix  ad  Chron.  Sigebert*    Gefta  In^ 
w>ccnt.  III.  t  RoG.  HovBD.  Dw  Tillbt.  «  Rio. 
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tlon  at  iDO^Mgh  a  prioe  etea  for  Jahu  to  ponjkifii,  aocwkl!:' 

Aajadiqg  the  ^ooat  of  FJanders,   who  charged  him  with 

becking  (his  'wor4»  had  dcTerted  him*  and  taken  part  widi 

the  luqg  of  St^iand.    At  length  the  old  queen  dowager  de<* 

vi&d  ap  expedient,  which  proved  fatiifaAory  to  PiiHp  y.  She 

propoiedt  that  h'la  ton  aftd  hdr  apparent  Ltwis  fiiould  efpcAife 

Jilmcht  the  daughter  of  Jlon/o  king  of  Cq/lffe,  and  the  iHece 

of  kiqg  Jfi/m ;  whoy  in  cafe  he  died  witfaoat  heirs^  was  to 

eoitail  the  fucceffion  co  bia  eftafees  iir  France  on  the  iflue  of  that 

laarxis^ei  and  la  the  crieaa  tttie  was  to  make  a  c^fioa  of  the 

^ounty  of  KxMT^ux  ia  Normandy^  with  ^eVexin  and  odier  ter*- 

ritories,  the  rights  of  whkh  had  been  long  contiefted,  to  the 

kiflg.     Thefe  t^rms  oece  accepted,,  the  old  queea  went  into 

^*^*    Sp^  to  fetch  the  piiacefs^  who  was  to  be  the  fcai  of  this 

*^^^*    treaty ;  and  the  marriage  being  celebrated  in  /^ormandy, 

jiirthur,  whofe  c^ufe  wa«  ia  fome  meafare  abandotied,  dtd 

hcRoage  to  his  uode  for  the  dHchy  of  £iretagne  .•  and  thus  fdr 

the  prefent,  not  withotit  a  great  miKiUre  of  iojuilice,  traa* 

q^ility  wa£  relloned  ». 

That  Ki»>G  John,  who  was  a  very  votaptuous  prinde,  had  rcj)n>> 

frince,  hy  diated  Havifi,  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Ghuce/ler ;  aa^ 

the  mur*   baw^iHS  ^^'^  IfsM  Jt  j^i^out^mey  who  was  €ontra^ed>  if  aot 

derofhis  married^  mMuguei  U  Brun^  count  of  Mu-d^  cauied  her  to 

aephew,    \^  xatTied  away  fpom  his  honie,  and,  by  the  coafept  of  her  fa* 

tfj^W/      tij^^  xaarried  her*    Afi  this  lady  was  neariy  rekeed  to  km^ 

Phuip  an  pj^p^  ije  €jirried  her  to  Paris,  where  they  were  treated  with 

^t^^y    the  utmoft  magnificence,  and  difmiffed  with  all  pofflble  de- 

^^I^JL     moaftaifoas  of  «be  tmfk  cardial  affiiHon  \    This  fitoatfon 

^^^      of  thiags  very  foddenly  changed  ;  idie  count  of  Marcby  re- 

jHMidy«    i^eati^  the  injury  doae  ^vbbl^  and  drawing  maay  of  the  no* 

bility  to  whom  he  was  allied  in  blood  to  his  party,  began 

.  £9me  trooblies  {  which  7^^  ^'^^^  ^ft2Lt  (everity,  foppre/Kct. 

eomplalots  were  made  upob  this  to  king  PhiUp^  who  wrote 

10  itroDg  terjAs  to  the  king  of  England  \  who  promised  to 

render  juDiice  more  readUy  than  he  performed  it^.    Frotti 

tbe&  imaU  fparka  a  gieat  flame  enfuod.    PMUPy  whofedd 

Qttgh^  things  in  view,  eooouraged  the  young  prinos  Jkihnr 

to  fet  hlmfdf  at  thie  head  of  the  maldcontent^,  c(mferh9d 

iipoQ  him  the  jbononr  of  knigfithood^  and  {umi(hed  hiitt 

with  a  Jarg^  fum  of  iBMey  to  raife  forces.    Thdfirftei'' 

ploit  this  young  prince  attenlpted  with  his  half-formed  armyi 

was  th^  fiegB  of  MrtttoMf  where  fats' gnmdsaoiber  the  old 

"  y  Wn..  Brit.   KtWL.  TaivBT>  &  al.  *  RbsERTi 
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^«eea  dowager i;clid^d.  lijx^%ohtty  alueaJy  landed  in  i\^#> 
wmdyy  maiched  with  great  forces  to  her  J^ef^  routed  thofe 
of  his  nephew,,  apd  topk  him  px^ipner^.'  This  fuccefs^ 
which  might  have  been,  highly  advantageous  to  his  afiiirs, 
j)raved  liis  ruin  ;.  fur  having  fir  ft.  transferred  the  poor  young 
priqce  to  Falai/e,  and  from  thence  to  the  caftk  oi  RQum,y^h^ 
he  found  it  utterly  impoffible  to  detach  him  from  the  Frsf^i 
intereft,  either  murdered  him,  as  fome  hiilorians  iky,  'with 
his.  own  hand,  or  Kraufed-him  to  be. murdered,  asalipcAalL 
writers  agree.  This  cruel  aft^'endered  h^m  julUy  odious  «tf> 
all  his  fub^efts  in  France ;  and  bis  mother  applying  herfelffof 
juflice  to  Phili^^  who  fumoipined  hijm  to  app^  and  iuifwcr  tp 
this  charge  before  the  court  of  peers  at  Paris  >  and,  upon  his . 
fefufai  or  delay,,  declared  huu,  according  to  the  .ordinary 
courfe  of  juftice,'  c<?nvi£ted  of  felony,  and  all  the  lands  hjp 
held  as  fiefs  from  the  crown  of  Fraiice  coofiTcatod  ^.  Kiqg 
John  was  at  this  time  in  a  moft  deplokbk  funation ;  ^&dL4 
qi^een  his  mother  lately  dead,  xnoil  of  his-nobilitj  inarms 
^ainft  him,  fomeof  his  ancknt  allies  employed  in  tlie  fourth 
jcroaiade  in  Syria^  fome  dead,  and  the  reft  detached  from 
him ;  fo  that  Philip  had  the  fdneft  opportunity,  as  wdl  as  •  i 
jhe  aaoft  plaufible  pretence,  for  'depriving  him  ,of  Normav^^ 
^and'the  reft  <?f  his  dpmioioiis  in  Jruncc^  und^r  colour  of 
«^€cutii^  the  fentence  of  the  c5urt  of  peer^;  ^nd  he  was,&Qt 
a  prince  capable  of  letting  ftijp  even  a  lei^  pramifing  oocailoQ  ^.  A.D; 
JBot  he  did  notliing  precipitately ;  he  tooJc  care  to  have  all ,the  ,  laoi. 
'fbrxps  of  law  on  his  fide,  and,  while  he  was. taking  thefe  prfl* 
cautions,  be  aflemhied  a  numerous  army^;  with  "whidi  he  ua- 
dertook  the  conqueft  of  Normandy. 

It  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  enter  into.a  detail  of  the  campal^a,  Mefb^tb 
it  is  fuiScient  for  our  purpofe  to  fay,  that,  in  kfsthan  fiKu/edfy 
«nonths,  he  eith^a:  obtained,  by  intelligence  of  the  principal  Philip  /# 
inhabitants,  or  reduced  by  force,  all  tlie.  great  towns  in  the  ^^''»^  '^^ 
Higher  •Normandy,  while  John  remaned,  at  Cam  in  fncha  P^/^^  ^f  - 
ftate  of  inaftion,  as  not  only  amazed  that  hut.  all  f«cceeding  *^'  Z^^ 
.ages.  The  ftroug  ioxxxd%o( Chqfieau  Caillardmai&si  S^^^%^ceof' 
[deteacc-'f  and  /aAw,  a^  if  he  had  waked  out  of  a  fleep,  af- /|^^^^^ 
Xeiabled  9  Arxxog  fieet  and  army  for  its  relief ;  but  a  coBCiax-  tuaffaU. 
^-ei^ce  of  unfortunate  accidents  rendering  his  ei&rts  ine^^ ' 
tudy'  lie,,  in  la  iit  of  diftraftion,  returned  to  England,  «ad 
|becae4  to  abandon  all  ^    Phil^t  taking ,  advantagp  of  i;hif» 
yeduced  all.  Lower  Normandy  with  the  fame  facility  ;  Inlb* 

,    c  ^p5^  ^y^  ftloUT,  App«utiic«d  ChrtMiw'Sig^lieitL    Nico!i. 
Trivet.  ^  Mat.  Paris.  «  Mm%%kax,  Lt  Gwnm^t* 

5^J[.Dfi  Serwsjj  p.  Daniel. 

much 


Z36  The  Hijiary  of  France.  .  B.  XK* 

fMch  (bzijohn  had  nothing  left  but  the  ciljr  oFRouen^^^iC 
inhabitants  of  which,  from  a  true  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  inde^ 
pendency,  defended  thethfelves  bravely ;  neither  did  thcjf 
furrcnder,  tilK  acquainting  John  with  their  diftrcfs,  he  re- 
turned them  for  anfwer,  that,  being  able  to  afibrd.  them  no 

A.D.    relief,  they  muft  make  the  beft  terms  for  themfelvcs  they 

1203.  could  :  and  thus,  after  a  feparation  of  three  hundred  years^ 
Normandy  was  again  united  to  the  crown  of  France  g.  Thi» 
fdccefs,  far  from  fattsfying,  ferved  only  to  raife  and  inflame 
the  ambition  of  Philip,  who  carried  the  war  into  the  coun- 
tries of  Maine,  Anjou,  and  Touraine,  the  beft  part  of  which 
he  fubdued  with  the  fame  eafe  that  he  had  done  Normandy^ 
He  law  clearly  the  fuperiority  he  had,  and  rcfolved  to  prdi 
It  to  the  utmoft.  The  count  of  Flanders  was  in  Syria,  the 
count  of  Champagne  a  child  under  his  tutelage,  the  count  of 
Thouhufe  embarralled  with  the  court  of  Rome,  who  treated 
htm  as  a  heretic ;  in  fhort  he  was  fx;tt  from  all  the  reftraints 
.  by  which  his  predeceflbrs  were  in  a  manner  tied  down,  and 
he  thought  the  bed  ufe  he  could  make  of  it,  was  to  tranfnut 
that  liberty  which  himfelf  enjoyed  to  his  pofterity  and  fuc- 

1^64.  ceflbrs  ^.  The  only  error  he  committed  was  Ihewing  hk  fen- 
timents  too  plainly,  and  behaving  towards  fome  of  the  no- 
bility a$  if  that  was  already  done,  which  was  only  in  a  £ur 
way  of  being  done ;  a  thing  inexciifable  in  a  politician ;  but 
after  all,  even  wife  men  are  but  men.  Guydc  Tours,  who  was 
become  duke  of  Bretagne  by  the  marriage  of  Conftance  the 
mother  of  prince  Arthur,  and  the  heirefs  of  that  duchy,  h«l, 
during  her  life,  aAed  as  warmly  as  any  againft  the  EngU/h  i 
but  that  princefs  being  dead,  and  perceiving  plainly  what 
was  the  intention  of  Philip,  he  laboured  as  much  as  in  Kim 
hy  to  make  king  John  fenfible  of  the  weak  part  he  had  afied, 
and  to  perfuade  him  not  to  defert  fuch  of  his  fubjefts  as  yet 
remained  faithful,  and  were  willing  to  rifk  all  to  prefervc 
what  was  flill  remaining  of  his  dominions  in  France  K 
Moved  by  thefe  remonftrances,  and  encouraged  by  his  pro- 
mifes,  that  monarch  came  vnih  a  fleet  and  army  to  Rochelk ; 
but  the  fortune  of  Philip  prevailed,  John  received  at  the  be^ 
ginning  various  checks,  which' made  him  glad  to  accept  a 
truce  for  two  years,  and  the  duke  of  Bretagne,  being  left  to 
th6  king's  mercy,  was  forced  to  make  peace  upon  the  beft 
terms  he  could  obtain ;  which  was  an  event  highly  acceptable 

<  Rob.  deMont.  adChron.  Sigeberti,  *  Mat.  PARiSt 
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to  Philips  "whadefired  nothing  ft)  much  as  ^n  opportunity  0/      '  ^ 
punifhing  or  humbling  his  vaflals  ^.  -         ^ 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  tfanfaftions,  a  new  and  very  fextra-  jf^^jf^  ft,g 
Ordinary  fccne  opened  itfelf  in  France.    The  popes'  h2t,vmg/ame  mo* 
found  a  way  to  f  aife  armies,  When,  where,  and  againft  whoni  five  con^ 
they  pleafed,  by  the  preaching  of  a  few  hair-brained  furious  w'i'w  «' 
ii^onks,  refolved  to  make  trial  of  it  in  Europe  againft  thofe  *^^pcpey 
they  filled  heretics,  as  they  had  done  in  Jjia  againft  the  In- 1"'^^^-^^'"£ 
jSdels.     Raymond  count  of  Thouhufe,  Who  was  a  man  of  free  ^  ^'^^'^^ 
principles,  permitted  pferfons  of  all  bpiiiions  to  refide  in  his  ^f^ J  i 
toritories,  provided  their  morals  Were  found,  and  they  didTJ^Q^. 
nothing  againft  the  public  peace.     Thefe  heretics,  as  they  loufe. 
were  ftiled,  did  not  agree  entirely  in  fehtiments,  and  it  wa*i 
no  wonder,  fince,  in  reality,  they  were  driven  out  of  the 
church  of  Rome  by  a  clear  fenfc  of  her  corruptions,  or  were 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  Gothic  churches,  who  were  never 
infcfted  with  them  */    To  thefe  people,  becaufe'they  lived 
about  Alhiy  they  gave  the  n^me  of  Alhigeois^  againft  wh6m> 
at  the  inftance  of  Dominic  and  his  difciples,  pope  Innocent 
the  third  publiflied  acroifade,  in  order  to  exterminate  Mith 
the  {word  fuch  as  would  not  be  converted  with  preaching  *"'. 
iTbis  pioiis  commiffion  Was  offered  to  king  Philip,  who  re* 
fufed  it,  but  connived  at  the  execution  of  it>  or  perhaps 
durft  not  oppofe  it.     Eudcs  duke  of  Burgundy ,  and  after* 
wards  Simon  de  Montforty  were  at  the  head pf'thefe  mifcre- 
aats,  who  ftiled  thenlfelves  the  army  of  the  church,  and 
moft  blafphcmoufly  ifttitled  God  to  all  the  facrileges,,  rob* 
beries,  and  murders,  which  they  committed ;  defolating  all 
the  fine  provinces  in  the  fouth  oi  Trance,  dcftroying  not  only 
thofe  they  ftiled  heretics,  but  alfo  the  catholics  that  lived 
amongft  them :  upon  all  which  Philip  looked  with  filence^ 
believing  that  the  miferies  the  people  fuffered,  and  the  de- 
Ilfuftion  of  nobility  in  thofe  parts,  would  pave  the  way  fof 
extending  his  authority,  the  only  objeft  of  which  he  nevef 
loft  fight". 

The  pope,  having  once  got  this  new  weapon  in  his  hand,  ts  deceit* 
Imagined  himfelf  to  be  invincible,  and  was  confeqnently  for  ed  in  his 
employing  it  where-ever  he  found  the  leaft  refiltance.     John  hopes  of 
kingof  £«^/^z«ihadrefufed  toadmit  cardinal  Stephe?tLdngtonS^^^^S ^ 
in  quality  of  legate  from  the  holy  fee,  becaufe  he  looked  upon  ^"g^^^^l 
him  as  a  man  wholly  devoted  to  France  ;  and  this  provoked'"  ^"^'-''# 
the  pope  to  fucK  a  degree,  that  he  put  tiie  kingdom  of  Eng^  cJmmion^ 

^  WiL.    Brit.     Phil.     MaT;   Paris.  *  Mezeray, 
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land  under  an  interdift  <>.     This  brought  a  furious  perfecu- 

tioB.  oa  thf  biihops  who  ob^d  it,  infomuch  that  they  werfr 

obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Francs.     Pope   Innocent,  upon 

this,  rcfolved  to  keep  do  farther  mcafures,  excommunicated 

the  king,   and  gave  his^  dominions  to  the  firft  occupier, 

affigning  the  fame  indulgencies  to  fuch  as  fought  againjQ;  this 

prince,  as  if  they  had  takea  the  crofs  againft  the  infidels* 

The  legates  {toxct,komt  having  proposed  this  expedition  t» 

Philip,  he  readily  accepted  it,  knowing  that  fome  time  oi 

.  ^th^  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  wring  Nbfmandy  from 

him,  believiag  it  rather   his  intereft  to  carry  the  wac  into 

£ngla,nd  than  to  exped  it  at  hoo^e ;  and  befides,  being  de- 

iirous  x&  employ  his  foi>  prince  Lewis,  who,  without  his 

knowiege^  and  cantrary.  to  his  intention,  had  takea  the  cro& 

againfl  the  Migeois'i  which,  he  fuppofed^  might  be  diA 

penfcd  w}th  by  bis  fervice  againft  the  Englifb^^    Many,  of 

the  great  lords,  either  out  of  vain-glory,  the  de/tre  of  obtaia*' 

ing  eAates  ia  that  iiktnd,  oi?  out  of  pure  caprice,  applauded 

his  defign,,  and  promifed  tofolLow  him.     Fhilip  fpent muc& 

tinie  in  forming  an  army  fultahie  to  (o  great  an  undertaking; 

'  '        and  in  prepamg  a  vaft  fleet,  which,  if  the  French  authors 

are  to  be  created,  confiffed  of  no  lefs  than  feventeen  huodrecf 

lalL     The  king  d'Englandr  on  th«  other  hand,  madealjo 

great  prepayaiions,  gathered  together  an  army  of  fixty  thour 

&nd  itu^n,  and  had  alfb  a  formidable  fleet  at  Portfinauth^ 

Mpon  which  h«  might  hi^ve  relied ;  but  dthcr  from  his  owa 

fofpicions  of  the  fidelity  of  his  fubje<5ls,  or  from  the  natural 

ficWenefs  of  his  temper,  he  changed  his  fcbeme  on  a  fudden^ 

Iriade  the  iweanefl:  fubmiiEoas  to  the  pope  in  theperfon  of  hi? 

legate,  car^lmal  Pandolphf.  by  which  he  procured  abfbludon^ 

and  when,  P'hUip  cxpefted  all  the  afEflance  that  the  authority 

€>f  the  fee  of  Rome  could-  give,  him,  he  was  threatened  witb 

an  excommunication  if  he  proceeded  in  his  attempt ;  but  this- 

was  not  the  motive  that  indiKed  him  to  defiil  9. 

Fiwlsiim-      The  great  peril  he  was  itt  had  awakened  fo  much  fcnfc  ii» 

fr^,  mthe  fctrig  Johfiy  that,'  with  great  fecrefy  and  much  addrefs,  he  had' 

contrary^    n^goclated  a  league  upon  the  continent  for  the  defhruftion  of 

atta^kid    YraiiCCy  and',  as  it  was  perfeftly  well  concerted,  tficy  had  pror 

tobiT^   d  ^^^^^'  ^  divide  the  bear's  flcin ;  Ferdinand  count  of  Flanderf 

amvk^     was  to  have  the  city  of  Paris  and  the  IJle  of  France,  the 

pQiwerful   count  of  Boloj^ne  the  Vermandois,  John  himfdf  the  provinces 

beyond  the  Loire,  and  his  nephew  the  emperor  O^a^  Burgundy 

*  Wi>L/'Brit.  Phili  P  Mat,  Paiiis.  f  P.  JEImil* 

Annalcs  Fraucorum* 

4"  '  aotf 


aiid  €4Mip4^  \    Rmynmnd  c^tmt  of  fhoubife,  and  the  rtft  cca/f^ 
of  the  princes'  N^ho  had  biteil  fo  iH  treated  by  the  croi&de,  had  ^^i^ 
Ifcnrite  ^r«tl^ed  to  mkke  a  diTeriioa  cm  thw  fide.    Pkili^' 
was  no  fo6fter  acquainted  with  this  tonfecteracy  than  hs 
tarned  sU  hia  fbrees  againfl  the  count  of  tlandersy  ravaged 
all  the  flat  coiantiry,  and  hid  fiege  td  GiMi;  to  fadhtatd 
M&kh  h«  0rd€Ked  hid  fleet  ro  repah:  to  the  port  o(  t)dm.    H#     . 
MmqaAAlf  oU^d  toraife  th^iiege,  by  the  news  that 'th« 
%UKinm»  df  king  John  had  taken  three  hundred  of  his  ftfipa     / 
liri^n  Mridt  all  forts  of  ammunition  and  military  ftores,  funk 
rhoddred  i»ore,  and  blocked  up  all  the  reft  id  the  haven  and 
cafld  \    'f  h^  had  ttkewife.  the  bddnefi  to  debark  a  fmalt 
toiiy  of  troo^^  which,  marching  directly  towards  the  French    ^,  d^ 
iSmapy  Ph^  furpKifed  and  cut  the  b^  part  of  them  fo-  pieces  %     lui^ 
which  tri^  fucclefs  could  not  coiif(^  hkn  for  the  lofs  he  had 
ibtady  fiUlairied^  and  muah  kfs  fcHr  that  whidh  fbllowed ; 
fifloe^.  h«»kig  n6  other  way  to  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
die  EngHJ^,  be  was  conftrained  to  order  dl  the  reft  of  hi^ 
feet  €0  be  barnt  ^    King  Jfobn^  animated  by  this  little  gleanl 
itf  pFofperHy,  tranfported  a  cbnficlerabie  ^tmy  to  Rechelle, 
irtterc  he  nd^  fbckier  landed  than  the  Pcidfivins  revolted  in  his 
kvom ;  he  afterwards  made  himfelf  mafter  of  j^ngiers,  th€ 
faiftlficatiottis  Off  which  had  been  demoKlhed,  and  were  by  luM 
t^ifaSn^i :  HI  ii'ne,  he  raviiged  all  the  country  as  far  as  the  fron* 
fiws  of  Mretdgne  ".   FAiA/,  forefeeing  thei  ill  confcquenc^ 
tiiat  AAght  attend  this  uiliixpeaed  diverfion,  fent  his  fod 
lewis  with  a  condderabie  force  to  opp6fe  him.     Some  of  the 
French  hifljOrians  fay,  that,  upon  his  approach,  king  John  de« 
tluaped  fo.  precipitately,  that  he  left  his  heavy  baggage  and 
%tig«M$$  of  v^r  behind  him  ;  but  others  affure  us  there  wei-e 
ftalfs  on  both  fid^,  that  the  Poi&rvine,  afraJd  0^  being  treated 
i$  Fcb^l^,  abandoned  the  field,  andlhat  a  great  part  of  the 
Fri?^art»y,  being  feiz6d  with  the  like  panfe,  behaved  as 
at ;  but,  however  this  riiatter  paflcd,  it  fcems  to  be  certain, 
that  fciAg  J^hn  retired  to  his  caftle  at  Parienai;  rtfolved  to 
Iwar  there  for  the  event  of  the  campaign  in  FlanJers,  Where 
tte  b€fft'  of  his  own  troops  were,  and  indeed  the  combined 
forces  of  the  whole  confederacy,  under  the  command  of  the 
emperor  in  perfon :  arid  as  there  never  wsts  a  campaign  rf 
triore  importance  to  France  than  this,  we  fhali  be  obliged  to 
treat  it  more  particularly^  tho*  at  the  fanie  time  as  fuccinftiy 
As  it  is  poffible  ^. 

^  WiL.  Brit.  PHIL  Ixi  •  MAt.  PAaid,  P.  JEvitu 

Aaoales  f  raAcorVim,  Chroo.  Belgii.  ^  Wil.  B«t.  Phil. 

iib^Xt  ■  DuPL^iXi  ^  NicH,  TibiviT. 

Z  %  EtNO 


j4e  TheJSJtoty  ff  Frantfci'  B.  XJKj 

The  im"  KiKG  PAi%hclieving  it  more  hoaourabl^j,  <siad  tiot  at  aU  t 
/#  /«fr  ^  more  daagerous,  to  meet  than :  to  expert  his  enemies,  ad*  • 
'VfSiotyat  xaaced  asfac  as.  Totirnay^  with,  an  army  of  fifty  •  thoufaod 
Bouvmes.  jjien,  the  flower  of  liis  forces,  and  commanded;  by  the  prifl*. 
Q pal  nobility  of  France^  fuch  9i%  Eudes  duke  of  Burgundy^- 
Hobert.  count  of  DreuXy  Philip  bis  brother,  Pet^r  Courfena^: 
count  of  Nepers,  all,- in  the  modern  ftile,  princes  of.tte 
blood,  5/^/A^/jc6unt  of  Aiw^rrf,  John  connt  oiPor^kum^ 
Gaucher  count  of  St.  Paul^  twentyrtwo  other  iords^surryu^' 
banners,  twelve  hundred  knights,  aud  betweoeQi.  iui>f4uul 
fcven  thoufand  gensd'  arms  \  "  The  eiQperof  Othc^^pja  t^ 
A-l^«  other  fide, .  had  with  him  the  earl  <rf  Saliflniry,,  baftacd  bf9- 
I214.  ther  to  king  Johriy  Ferdinand  count  of  Flinders,  RaimH 
count  of  Bologne,  Otho^  duke  of  Lvmhurgh^  William  duke  rf 
Brabant y  Henry  duke  of  Lorraiuy  Philip  fontkt  of  Namur, 
fcven  or,  eight  German  princes,  thirty  baQqeret3,  and  a&  army. 
fuperior  in  number  to  that  of  Philip.  The  tn^o  armies  aaet 
liear.the  village  of -iff^ttz^/Vj,  on  the  27th  of  July  y.  The 
emperor  laboured,  to  outftretch  the  French  line,  giviogithe, 
command  of  the  right  wing  to  the  earl  of  Flanders^  the  left  to 
the  count  of  Bologne^  and  remained  himfelf  in  the  center,- ^- 
circlcd  by  his  great  lords.  The  army  of  France  was-  dif- 
pofed  in  order  of  battle  by  brother  Guerin  of  the.order  .<rf"  the 
knights  horpitallers,  and  biftiop  eleft  of  ^enUs  ;  and  to  the 
excellent  difppfition  he  made  cotemporary  writers  afcribe  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  The  king  was  in  the  center,  the  dqke  of 
Burgundy  commanded  the  right,  and  the  count  d^  ^,  Pjud 
the  ieft.  The  right  was  broke  in  the  beginning  of  the 
aftion,  but  rallied  and  recovered  their  grouiid ;  the  left  fuf? 
gained  the  attack  of,  the  allies,  without  giving  way.;  but  .the. 
^eat  of  the  battle  was  in  the  center,  where  the  emperor  was 
once  talen,  but  refcued ;  Philip  wounded,  in  the  throat, 
dragged  from  his  horfe,  and  in  the  fame  inAant  of  time  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  to  pieces^ 
^takeo,  or  trampled  to  death,  if  the  brave  men  who  were 
.about  him  had  not  delivered  him.  This  ^gagemeot  lafted 
from  noon  till  about  five  o'  clock,  when  the-allies  were 
totally  roujted,  chiefly  through  the  misfortune  of  haying  the 
;fun.  all  the  tioac  in  their  eyes,  whereas  the  French  had  it  on 
their  backs.  The  counts  of  Flanders  and  B&logne,  three 
.other  great  counts,  four  German  princes,  and  twenty-five 
bannerets,  were  taken  prifoners.  Philip  returned  to  Parti, 
which  he  entered  in  triumph,  the  two  counts  of  Flanders  and 
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Bohgne  foltowiilg  ia  chains  ^.  He  afterwards:  advanced  to« 
wards  PoitGU,  With  an  intent  to  cruih  John  and  his  adherents 
10  pieces;  bnt  upon  the  intorpofitipn  of  the  pope's  legate, 
*  the  fubmifEon  of  John  by  Randal  earl  of  Cilery  and  a  prefent 
•f  fisEty  thoafand  pounds  fterfing,  he  was  prevailed  iipofi  to 
admit  of  a  truce  for  five  years  ;■  for  which  he  is  exceedingly- 
blamed  by  the  modern  Frmch  writers,  who  are  amazed  that  '  \  . 
he  flionld  lofe  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  completing  the  re- 
ttoioa  of  all  that  John  held  in  France,  The  chara^er  of  this 
prince  confidered,  who  was  one  of  the  bell  ftatefmen,  and 
oaeof  the  moft  ambitious  princes  the  trench  ever  had.  is  fufEci-^ 
eat  to  pa-fuade  us,  that  hehad  his  reafons  for  ailing  as  he  did, 
and  afaHiiinfent  attention  to  certain  fads  that  lie  icattered  in 
th^  old  writers  will  enable  us  to  diftingutAi  what  thefe  mo- 
tivies  were  *.  He  was  ferifible  before  the  battle  of  Bovines^ 
that  it  was  his  own  power  rather  than  any  regard  for  the 
Wtng  of  England,  that  had  raifed  fo  powerful  a  confederacy ; 
he  knew,  they  had  inreiligence  throughout  his  dominions, 
and  even  in  his  very  camp;  nay,  he  was  fo  fufpicious  of  fome 
about  him,  that,  when  he  heard  divine  fervice  before  the 
adion  began,  he  caufed  a  crown  of  gold  to  be  placed  upon 
thealtar,  and  told  all  the  lords  prefent,  that,  as  they  fought 
Hot  for  him  but  for  the  honour  and  independency  of  Ftance,  ^  -  ^ 
if  they  knew  any  one  amongft  themfelves  more  worthy  to 
wear  it,  he  was  ready  to  place  the  crown  upon  his  head,,  and 
to  fight  under  his  command ;  which' generous  proceeding 
extinguifhed  all  difafie<^ion  on  that  important  day :  but, 
after  his  return  to  Paris,  he  came  to  know  fo  diftinftly  how 
diflatisfied  the  bulk  of  the  nobility  were  at  the  increafe  of  his- 
power  ^  that  he  thought  it  an  improper:  jundhire  to  aug- 
ment it,  and  chofe  rather  to  amals  money  that  might  enable 
him  to  pay  an  array  of  his  awn,  than  to  riik  his  perfon  any. 
longer  in  one,  \  where  the  troops  of' the  crown  bore  but  a- 
finail  proportion,  to  thofe  of  his  vaflals,  wfaofe  army^it  was 
mdlklk  ttiore  than  his  own. 

•   Th£  war  being  thus  ended,,  the  kingifuiFered  his  Ton  £>w£f  Lewis, 
to  perform  histvow,  in  marthiog  with  a  body  of  troops  againftj^wV  ap- 
thtJiitgeais,  who  by  this  time  were  almoft  entirely  reduced ;  ^«';«»^  'f 
fo  that  he'rathcr  infpired  with  jealoufy  Simon  de  Mont/Grt,'^^^^^?'J' 
whoxommanded  the  croffcs,*  than  did  them  any  real  fervice  *=.  *^^^^^^h 
While  he  was  thus  employed,  a  new  occafion  offered  for  gra- '  '^^^li^^ 
tifying  his  own  and  his  father's  ambition ;  the  barons  iui 
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the  crown  S^gknfl  hMA  Ukm  Qp'arqu.agaittft  kiog  /(^ihf,  aadliad  de^ 
9/  £^g;-  dar^  him  as  a  tyrant  fi^en  Srom  his  regal  digmty ;  bnt  ai 
^^  he  had  a  sopd  army  and  ikec  at  his  devodoa,  they  foand  it 
not  fo  tsdy  to  i-educe  him  to  theflatc  of  a  privateiaan  asthef 
d^pedled,  and  therefore  they  jiidg^  it  e^cpedicnt  to  fet  ti| 
another  Xing ;  with  which  vj^w  they  invited  prince  Lemsy 
A.D.  W  the  report,  as  they  iaid,  cf  his  virtues,  to  come  and  aci- 
I  ^  1 5«  cept  of  this  crown  ^.  The  Frencif  luftorians  infift,  or  rather 
dream,  of  a  l^alxight,  derived  firom  his  wife,  who  wasdis 
grandrdaughter  of  Henry  thefccond;  forgetdix:^  that,  tie- 
fides  king  Jokn  and  bis  family,  the  prioc^  Eleumor;  fifter  to 
4rtbur^  and  daughter  to  Geoffrey ^  duke  of  Bretagne^  was 
Uving.  But  deftioawas  a  fufficicnt  right  for  tins  porpofe^ 
and  therefore  Lewis^  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  hild 
heat,  readily  accepted  the  ofier.  How  to  fum^  him  ymA 
forces  for  ch^  purpofe  was  a  point  not  eafy  to  he  fohei, 
even  by  king  Philip  ^.  It  was  fikely  .f)o  revive  the  jealoofy  of 
his  nobility,  it  was  a  direft  breach  of  the  truce,  and  it  Sim 
a  fiep  that  could  not  fail  of  piovokifl^  the  pope.  Pitij(, 
thcrrfore,  had  recourfe  to  a  very  ftrange  expedient ;  he  de- 
claimed having  any  thing  to  do  with  his  £on,  he  forlud  falm 
to  meddle  wiiJb  the  aHairs  of  England^  bait  fanuOied  liim  at 
1 116.  the  &me  time  with  a  good  army  and  a  ninnerons  fleet.  TMs* 
addrefs  was  altogether  jneflTedual ;  for  his  nobiKty  were  not 
deceived,  the  truce  was  plainly  violated,  and  the  pope 
tbreiteniM  an  interdiA.  However,  Lewis  went  to  England 
bnded  in  Kent^  took  Rochejler  and  otlier  places,  prooeded 
to  London^  and  was  received  there  as  king ;  i>ut  he  com- 
miitted  a  great  error  in  leaving  Dtwer  Cqfik  behind  idiD| 
which  was  very  ill  pronded,  and  which  king  J^hn  imnie* 
diately  revidualled,  augmented  the  garrifon,  aad  repautd 
and  enlaiigjed  the  Jfortificktioqs  ^.  His  father  Philip  faaviflgj 
admonished  him  of  his  error.  Lews  bcfi^|ed  the  place,  bat 
without  eSeA,  as  he  did  Windfor  alfo  with  the  fame  wantof 
fuccefs.  While  his  forces  were  thus  employed,  jSifamarcbod 
ihrou^  the  kingdom  with  his  army,  and  took  a  feveve  re- 
venge of  his  enenues,  ravaging  thpr  lands,  and  demolMUiiijf 
thdr  caities,  till  furprifed  by  a  fudden  death  t.  in  ^  moui 
^me  the  pope  had  excommunicated  both  Lem)is  and  PMi^, 
and  had  commanded  the  bii(ho{^  of  Fnmce  to  pot  diekis^ 
dom  imder  an  interdift ;  which,  tho*  they  cefnfed  to  do,  npot 
tiie  king'^  decking  he  tqpk  ^o  part  in  dhis  war,  "^t  h^  w» 
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fo  much,  xfraicl  of  affiftiag  his  fon,  that  Z>ww  wasxron-  . 
ifa-juoed  to  make .  a  truce  with  the  young  king  Henry  the 
ibir^ly  that  he  might  have  time  to  pafs  over  into  France,  in 
>arder  to  obtain  fuccoura,  withont  which  he  (aw  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  fupport  his  daily  declining  .party  •»,  It  may  be  re- 
loarted^  that  at  this  time  a  jaainority  proved  of  fingnlar  ad; 
x^ntsige  to  England-  . 

Thr  terror  of  the  papal  power  was  at  this  time  fo  great,  But  in  the 
that  king  Philip  refufed  to  fee  Ks  fon,  at  leaft  publicly,  ^lofi  is   . 
while  he  remained  in  France^  and  fo  maoy  precautions  were  obliged  t§ 
jftfod  in  furnifliing  him  with  fuppUes,  that  he  received  no  ^^t^*^l^te^ 
^g^t  benefit  from  this  voy^e;  while  in  England  the  defec-  ^^'f  f**^ 
ittQQ  b^caaae  greater  and  greater,  occafioaed  chiefly  by  a  re-  ^^^  ^^ 
fOrt,  tiiat  the  vifcount  di  Melun  had  declared  upon  his  death- 1^^^^ 
fbed»  that  J>ww  looked  upon  the  barons  as  traitors,  and  re- 
li;dved»  as  foon  as  it  was  in  his  power,  to  rid  himfelf  of  them 
at  aay  rate  *.     At  his  return  Lewis  attacked  Dover  again  * 
with  the  fame  ill  fortune ;  and  tho'  his  army  afterwards  re- 
duced the  city  of  Lincoln^  yet,  while  they  were  engaged  ia 
the  {lege  of  the  caftle,  they  were  furprifed  and  deteated  by  * 
the  earl  of  Pembroke^  who,  in  this  a<5llon^  took  no  left  thau 
fifty-two  perfons  of  diftind^ion  prifoners  ;  which  fo  much  en- 
feebled tbe  party  of  Lew  is  ^  that,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
<ity  of  Londm^  he  was  forced  to  fliut  himfelf  up  therewith 
41  his  forces  K   In  this  diftrefs  he, redoubled  bis  appllcatious 
to  his  fattier  for  relief,  which  Phillpy  not  daring  toaffill  him 
in  any  other  way,  recommended  to  the  care  of  his /confort 
BltuicSt  who  verji  fpeodily  raifed  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
comnand  of  Robert  da  Coiurtenaiy  and  embarked  them  on 
bc^d  a- ftrong  fquadroa  commanded  by  Evfiace  Le  Moine., 
But  the  Englijb  fleet  attacked  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ^ 
A)i  Thamest  ^i^d,  haviii^  taken  the  admiral,  caufed  his  head 
40  be  ftruck  off,  becauie  he  had  been  formerly  in  the  Ejigtijfb 
jfervice ;  which  fo  intimidated  the  reft,  that,  crouding  all  \he 
lailtheycottid,  they  returned  into  the  Fr^/zrA harbour*.  This 
left  Lewis  no  other  means  of  faving  himfelf  than  by  a  treaty, 
^hich  he  made  in  perfon  with  the  young  king  Henry ^  the 
legate,  and  the  earl  of -Pembrsh  :  the  terms  were,  that  Lewis 
tnd  the  lords  with  him  (hould  take  an  oath  to  ftand  to  the 
judgment  of  the  church  j  to  return  quietly  into  France ;  to 
.ufc  th^  endeavours  to  procure  the  reftitution  of  Normandy,   "   ' 
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and  the  reft  of  the  countries  poflefTed  by  king  PlnRp  •  and, 

in  cafe  they  fhould  not  fucfeeed,  to  reftore  them  wheneTer 

Le^is  became  king  *".    On  the  other  hand^  the  baroifs  were 

rcftored  to  ^\\  their  liberties  and  privileges,  and  the  prifoncrs 

taken  in  the  battle  of  Li;2Co/;;,  and  at  the  route  of  the  FrenA 

fleet,  were  to  be  fet  free.     The  legate,  upon  the  execntioii 

.  .  of  this-  treaty,,  abfolved  prince  l^ewis  ;  who,  therenpotf  tc» 

turned  to  France,  where  he  was  again  abfolved  by  the  pope's 

legate  with  much  ceremony  ".  * 

Isjinf  At  the  expiration  of  the  five  years  truce,  which  had  bcca 

\^gaivfi      concluded  with  king  John^  and 'which   Fhilip  affeftcd  to 

li^  Albi-  maintain,  hefent  his  fon  Levtis  to  befiege  Rochelle^  whic^bs 

gcois,       reduced ;  but,  upon  the  coming  over  of  the  earls  of  Kaa^vA 

A'^*     Salifburyy  the  truce  was  again  renewed  for  four  years  mor«^ 

'^'9*    and  the  cfty  of  Rochelle  rfeftored  «>  *   By  this  time,  the  cruelty 

of  the  croffes,  under  the  command  of  Sinion  d^Monifort,  had 

fo  wore  out  the  patience  of  the  people  in  the  (buth  of  France^ 

that  they  had  reftored  the  old  count  of  Thouhufe,  and  ^imm^ 

befieging  him  in  that  city,  was  killed  before  it ;  upon  which 

pope  Honorius  the  third  earneftly  foUicited  king  Philip  to  (eod 

■  Lnjuis  once  more  againfk  the  Altigedis,  and  the  monks  were 

ordered  to  preach  again   the  croifade  P.     The  king,  ^ficr 

much  intreaty,  confented  ;  Lewis  took  the  command  of  the 

army,  but  made  no  great  progrefs,  either  through  want  of 

"zeal  in  himfelF,  or  in  virtue  of  fecret  inftruftions  from  hi 

father;    who  at  length,   in  tenderncfs    to  his  reputation, 

thought  fit  to  recall  him  9, 

The  death      '^^^  principal  motive  to  tlie  recalling  prince  Lfww  wasta 

of  Philip  l^^ve  him  prefent  at  a  great  council  of  the  nobility  and  pre- 

^uguftuf,  lares,  which  was  to  be  held  at  Paris,  to  confider  of  the 

ciTer  made  by  Amauri  de  Montfort,  the  eldcft  fon  of  Sinimi 

who,  furmifing  that  Lewis  had  carried  on  the  war  againft  the 

Jlbigeois  io  coldly  becaufe  the  crown  had  no  immediate  in- 

tereft  in  it,  propofed,  out  of  his  zeal  againft  the  heretics, 

to  refign  to  the  crown  his  rights  to  the  duchy  of'  Narhonne^ 

'  the  county  of  Thouhufe,  and  all  the  lands  that  had  be^n  fe 

^  liberally  beftowed  upon  his  father  by  pope  Innocent  the  third 

in  the  council  of  I/2/^r^«.    The  king  alfo  returning  out  of 

his  new  conqueft  for  the  fame  purpole,  fell  ill  of  a  fever  at 

'  /kT^w/^,  where  he  died,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Jijdyy  in  the 

•forty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  iifty-ninth  of  fafsage^ 

^  Mat*  pARts,  Nic.  Trivet,  Poivd.  Viro.'*  ■  An- 

liales  de"  Dvinftaple.  •  P.   ^Mit.    Anna).  Francornm. 

*^  Rob.  dbMont'.'  Appendix  ad  Chron.  Sigeberti    "*      ^N'ano, 

Chion,  «  \Vu,Brit.  fhil.  iib.xii.     GcftaPh.Augufti.  * 

He 


C;  4:  '^  -tie-mi^  */  Frtwce;  :j4;5 

'He  is  altofred  to  have  been  the  greateft  ttionarch  -that    A.D.- 
reigned  in  France  bom  the  time  of  Charlemdgne,  and  that    .i^^j** 
/very  dcfcrVedlyy  in  whatever  light  he  is  confidcred.    Asa, 
polidcian,  he  did  oiore  towards  reftoring  the  authority  of  the  ..] 

€rowB  than  all  his  predeceflbrs,  and  indeed  as  much  as  could  • 

be'expcfted  ;  for  at  the  time  of  his  demife  the  balance  be-  ' 
twecn  the  crown  and  its  -vaflals  were  deftroycd,  and  the  great  * 
check  of  the  Englijb  power  removed.     As  a  captain,  he  was  * 

'the  Atd  who  introduced  regular,  trgops m  his  own  pay  j  who 
reduced  war  to  a  fyftem  ;  encouraged  the  invention  of  mili- 
tary engines ;  and  introduced  a  regular  method  of  d^ending 
and  befi^ing  towns.     As  the  patron  of  letters,  he  revived 
'and  augmented  the  privileges  of  the  unlverfity  cf  ParisJ^^ 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  caftie  of  the  Louvre ;  caufed  moft 
of  the  great  towns  in  his  domiflions  to  be  walled  and  paved  ; 
and,  in  the  latter  end  of  his  life,  expended  the  immenfe  trea- 
fiiie  he  hadamafled.  in  making  great  roads,  building  bridgt^, 
and  in  conftrufting  other  edifices  for  public  ufe ;  which  fhews 
that  his  laying  up  money  did  not  arife  from  a  fpirit  of  avarice, 
but  from  a  view  to  public  utility,  othefwife  he  would  never 
have  parted  with  it,  *  more  efpecially  in  his  old  age.     But  that 
for  which  he  is  moft  cetebrated  by  the  French  hiftorians,  is, 
the  reuniting  to  the  crown  Normandy ^  Jnjcu,  Maine,  Tdu- 
rame,    Poiiou,   Juvergne,    Vermandois^   Jrtots,   Moritargit, 
Guienne,  Ac  fo  that  he  left  the  kingdom  of  France  twice  .4$ 
Jaige  as  he  received  it,  and  by  this  means  made  reuriiods 
^twice  as  eafy  to  bis  iucceflbrs  '  ( G ). 

Lewis 

^  RicoRD  in  Prolog.  GvLiBLM.  BaiT.   Gefta Phil.  Auguft. 

•  D<J  TiLLET,   DUPLBIX. 

(G)  This  famous  monarch  hibiting  the  ufe  of  fcarlet  and 
wai  of  a  middle  flat ure,  well  rich  furs  during  the  time  of  the 
proportioned,  had  regular  fea-  croifade.  His  iirft  queen  was 
turc: ;  but  the  misfortune  to  have     J/aieir  daughter  of  BaUviin  the  , 

two  Tpecks  on  one  of  his  eyes.  Bt'ofue-countof  Iffiinau/tf  whom 

He  was  affkble,  and  eafy  in  his  he  efponfed  the  28th  of  ^^nV 

Planners,  Had  the  general  good  11 80.     Three  years  after,  he 

of  fais  fabjit^s  at  heart,  and,  baniflied  her  to  SenJis  for   hav- 

from  a  ^confcioufiiefs  of  this,  ing  fpoke  to  him  a  litde  xoa 

aded  fonietimes  a  httle  bluntly  warmly  in  behalf  of  the  cardinal 

.towards   the  nobility  and  the  of  Rheims.  .  She  died  dit  Paris ^ 

peers.     He  loved  decency  in  JI/tfrri&i^thi.i9o,inthe2Uiyear   , 

«^ery  thing,  bUl  was  aih  enemy  of  herage,in  child-bed  of  twins, 

to  gaudinefs  and   ufetefs  ex-  leaving  behind  her   only  one 

pence,  as  appears  by  his  pro-  (on  Lews^  wl\o  fucceeded  bv 
K  father. 


Lewis 
¥f  II.  at- 
•  /olutily  re- 
/u/es  to 
ixeeute 
the  tnatj 
9f  Lou- 
ion. 


Le vfs  l!ie  «igbtfa,  finnameri  rtt  Um,  uis^  jffiWB«d  vkk 
iiis  conlbrt  <}UQeii  Mbmch^  on  die  cigbdiGf  j/n^jpi^  ^t  JUfmif, 
by  the  arcbbifliopof  that  ctty,  iki  tfae^pref^iKe^^he  tituJUr 
king  of  Jerufmlmtiy  and  <tb6  prfaidfwl  aoUKq^  i»f  Che  JtfqgdosB. 
Henry  of  En^arid,  ififtetd  df  oonui^  ip  fiirfeBy  •«:  £sodiqg 
tiiy  to  f«pre&ftt  Mm  at  iAm  (oiemmtf,  dcmmM^  by  aa  ^nr 
bsify  fooQ  aiftec»  duit  tbe  kkig,  40.j»iHifiiMc«:^  'Us  ^rcs^qr  <md 
tmth,  fliovdd  r^Aope  to  faini  tte  dosii^ions  99iii$li  k^l^uJ^r 
htdpo8eSbdiiiFAmcy\    Bm  tlie  tisKs  v»ra  dMi^B^  :^ 


IMitr.    He  efpoaibd  ai  ifw« 

^(hy  king  of  Detmark*  whom 
lie  repudiated,  and  procured  a 
divorce,  as  we  have  (hewn  in 
the  text,  under  pretence  of  cofi- 
fangiibity.  He  \M  afterwards 
Ibme   ttioirghts    of  efpottfing 

*  y^m  «(ueen  dowager  at  $iV*^, 
«nd  in  ^«^  1196  jaarndi 
Jlgntu  the  dandiMr  of  S^r^U 
W  iMith,  dttfte  of  Mtr4mi4tt 
ijvhcw    many    kiftorians    call 

JHUtr;^*     She  died  at  l^mffi^  in 

'  120T,  of  grief,  at  his  beinz  oh- 
]i|;ed  by  the  pope  to  take  back 
his  former  queen.  By  her  he 
bad  FbiUp  HurfpcU  that  is^  the 
ittidfy  created  by  his  iatber 
count  oiQermout  in  Btmwmifis^ 
but  who,  in  right  of  his  wife 
MmtUim^Qi  Maud,  bocaaie  ooitat 
^  Dammartin  and  MoUgtti,  and 

^ve  great  dtftuibance  to  the 
^eea  regent  in  the  ninority  of 
St.£««wfV«  Hehadalfohytbe 
iaiae  priacelt  adaaghtar  Mmj^ 
profliifad  io  carriage  to  JIm- 
mnder  priacc  of  Scotland,  afcer*- 
wards  to  Arthmr  count  of  Wfo^ 
$€iffUy  bat  married  neither.  In 
iao6  flic  efpottled  ?ht^  count 
#f  Namatt  and,  after  his  de- 
'Ceafe,  Hmry  duke  of  JSrabant* 
Thefe  cKildrtn  were  legidmat- 
fd  by  tfa^  |>ofe,  and   Fidiif 


bad  fi>  food  an  opbiion  of  h^ 
own  birU,  xhat  h^  {ecret||r 
aimed  at  the  crown.  Bat  apt- 
withftaading  the  king,  to  pre- 
vent an  incerdid,  took  badt 
queen  hgeihurtt,  &A.vthA  fecai- 
iflgly  rtcondkd,  yitt  be  m^r 
foon  after  leat  her  ao  ff 
tamfes,  where  fte  fean^^itted  i]a 
yean,  aod  thu^  ^¥b«a  itWjiM 
leaft  •expe^ed*  be  &nt  for.Jb«r 
t0  i^^i>,  lived  With  her  the'sf- 
maioiog  ten  years  of  his  ^fkik 
great  tranquillity,  and,  befidies 
her  jointure,  left  her,  by  wfll, 
ten  dioufimd  li vres,  as  a  matlt  ^ 
his  aifed^OB.  Sl^  diad  ae  Qw^ 
beilt  in  1236,  in  the  60th  year 
of  her  age,  and  was  buried  ia. 
the  {>riory  of  St.yolr^p  at  the 
place  beifonei-ineii^pBed,  of  htr 
own  foundation  ;  but  the  king 
ber  h«Ubaad  wa^  interred  at  St. 
Dtnis.  It  is  ncceflary  to  oj^- 
ferve,  that,  tho*  no  notice  ia 
taken  of  it  by  moft  hiftoriaiit, 
yet  he  had  certainly  a  baftaiA 
£)fi»  whofe  «iame  was  Pttir  Or^ 
M»  to  whom  U^iUiam  la  Br^m 
.dedica^  his  poem,  apd^heti^ 
bis  praceptQr^  he  wrote  a)fo  a 
poem  in  his  honour,  iHIed  Car^ 
Joins*  This  young  prince  be- 
came afterwards  jtreafurer  of 
Tof^t,  and  bilhop  of  %'m^ 
whera  hie  died  ia  i  249. 


l£iuu  tflRpcrad  rouodiy,  tiMt  he  tookad  .tiponlik  tMe  to  •die 
ferfeitcd  donrimons,  vMch  his  -felher  united  to  the  cs^own,  as 
kKonteftible;  and  that,  ix^th  rclpeft  to  his  own  treaty^  4^  . 
idoked  upon  it  |o  4)e  roid,  becaufe  he  v«m  ifrfbrmed  the 
BngSjfb  barons  were  not  iteftored  -to  afi  their  ^peii^leges,  as4 
that  the  French  priibners  had  been  obliged  to  pay  ranfem  ^, 
As  it  was  pretev  <«i4dent  a  ^war  woald  cnfoe  as  ^n  as  the 
^Qce^xpiredy  tne  Itiog  renewed  his  treaty  "with  the  emj^ereir 
Wredtnck^  and  ibon  «ner  nade  aaother  with  Bn^hes  count 
deMtrcif  who  had  married  the  K^vietn  dowager  of  EngtanJk 
Thefe  precantiODS  •taken,  Lnuis  refolved  to  prefeoiite  his  la* 
dier's defign,  viiich  was  the  total  expuHion  of  tht.En^Jb : 
he  raiied  for  dus  purpofe  a  fraaiierofis  artfiy,  w4eh  winch  h^ 
hefiegcd  Nkrt :  the  place  was  defended  <by  Savarfde  Mtuikotf, 
who  had  hitherto  been  the  chief  iupportx^f  theffn^/j/l^  interdft 
in  Poitw^  He  madie  a  gallant  defence,  but  was  at  i^gth  obliged 
ta^apitufaite,  and  retire  with  his  garrifon  to  ft^chdk.  Liwk 
wasx  ttadehimlelfi3^after  ofi^f.  JohrtiAngHiy  and  afterwards 
viartlied  his  vi6tmbus  army  to  heCtco^-  RocJ^dle.  Savari^ 
who  had  the  reputation  of  being  one  or  the  greateft  cap^i^ 
efthat  ag^y  behaved  in  a  manner  fnitable  to  that  diaraCter^ 
and  ibllicited  continually  relief  from  England^  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  pioney ;  but,  b«ng  dehided  with  feHacious  pron^ifes^ 
and  a  <|uarrel  arifing  between  the  garrifon  and  the  inhabit- 
ants, iie  was  Gt;4iged  to  capitulate,  and  was  penpitted  to 
fipdKuk  himfelf  and  his  garrtfoa  for  England  ^j  where,  Ipok^ 
hig  upon  himfelf  as  very  ill  treated,  he  returned  info  France,  / 

Hid  entered  into  the  ferviee  of  king  UwU^.    All  that  the 
ingRftf  now  pofleflRcd  was  the  city  of  Bottrdeattx^  apd  the 
country  beyond  the  Oarcnne.    To  preferve  this,  Henry  font  a 
ftout  fqu^ron,  with  a  confrderable  corps  of  troops  onboard, 
Gomoianded  by  his  brother  Ricbard,  whom  he  made  a  knight^ 
^nd  created  earl  of  Cornwall  and  count  of  Poitou,  upon  this      .  ^ 
occaiion  t^.    This  had  an  extraordinary  effeft,  the  nobility,     A.B. 
dcigy,  and  people,  naturally  inidined  to  t}ic  Engli/b^  were     ***^ 
fe  pkafed  to  have  a  prince  of  the  royal  bhxxi  amongft  them, 
Aat  they  enabled  htm  to  make  fiich  efl^ts  as  induced  kiog 
lewis  to  make  a  truce  for  three  years;  for  which  he  h,  by 
fome  writers,  very  much  hlamedjK 

Ths  apparent  motive  of  the  king's  condi^flfwas  M§bdtig  E„fgrs 
warmly  prefled  by  a  legate  from  the  pope  to  take  the  croft,  into  the 
fad  monarch  againft  th^AlHgeois,  with  which  he  at  length /r0/>2i4 

▼  Nano.  Chron.    Gei(a  Ludovici  VIII.  'P.  Mmh. 

Anaales  Franaorum.  '        r  Mat.  Paris,   Annales  de  DuiXr 

|aplc*  »  PirTlLLET,  J.  DE  SSRRSi. 
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^ainft      complied;  ■  *He  accepted,  upon  this  occafioB>  whatltis  fadiec   | 

^Albi-   had  refufed,  that  is,  the  ceflion  of  the  rights  of  v/mdotn  £ 

jpoi^^ani  Montforty  to  whom  he  prpmifed  the  high  pdft  of  coa- 

^i"  ot ,     ftable  of  France^  "when  it  (hpiild  become'  vacant.    Whfle  he 

'aa  ^^     was  preparing  ifor  this  expedition,  a  very  extraordtoary  affilk 

^   ^^'    happened.     There  appeared   in  Flanders  2l  maawhoffikB 

iimfelf  Baldwin  einperor  of  Conjiantinople^  and  coirfeqticntty 

the.  natural  fovereign  of  that  country/ and  as  fttdi  he^ 

joy fiilly  received  by.  the  people  *.    Tlie  coantefs,  who  had 

governed  from  th^  time  of  her  hutband^F^rirVi^m/'s  impfl^^ 

jnent,  finding  it  impoffible  to  refift,  had  recoarfe  to  the  pFO- 

jte6tion  of  Vxtig  Lewis  \  who  fummoned.  this  eoL^ox  BaUwk 

to  attend  him  at  Permhe,    The  man  came  tWither  with'^grert 

intrepidity,  related  the  manner  in  which  he  had  fallen  into 

the  hands  of  t)ic  Bulgarians ^  the  gre^t  hard(hips  he  had  cff- 

d^red  in  his  captivity,  and  the  way  by  which  he  nui^his 

cjcsLpc ;  but  when  they  queftioned  him  as  to  things  *that  had 

jpafled  before  he  left  Flar^ders,  he  anfwered  fdllenly,  that  be 

would  fay  nothing  before  fuch  a  multitude.     Upon  this.th 

jking  difmifled  him,  but  with  a  fafe  conduA,  till  he  was  but  of 

his  dominions.     Upou  this  the  people  abandoned  him,-  aad{ 

jbeing  feized  by.  fome  of  the  countefs's  adherents,  fhe  caofal 

him  to  be  tortured  to  death  as  an  impoftor,  which  did  not 

hinder  her  fubjefts  from  reproaching  her  with  hcramhitikm 

^d  avarice,  thar  had  infligated  her  to  treat  in  this  manner  a 

^rfon  ihe  knew  to  be  her  father  K     After  this,  the^king 

having  aflembled  his  army,  ^nd.  the  cardinal  l^te  having 

'paved  the  way,  by  thundering  out  an  exccwn'municadon  againft 

.theyoung  count  of  7)b«&i{/^  (which  the;»roirld  in-general,  and 

many  bi(hops  in  pardcular,  thought  very  unjuft),  marched 

direflly  to  Lyons ^  and  from  thence,  along  the  banks  df  the 

Rhoney  to  Avignon ;  where  the  people  would  have  fubmittedj 

but  that  they  were,  afraid  of  being  pjundered.     Thekiag 

*"  '•      refufing^to  give  them  any  aflurance  of  the  contrary,,  they  ftnt 

'♦   -<      their  gates,  and  he  inunediately  ihvefted  the  ptece  \vith  an 

.  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  c.     As  the  people , were  driven 

^'  *^     ko  defpair,  they  made  a  very  long  and  very  obftinate  dAnoCi 

1 220.    ^m  at  length  the  king,  who  had  with  him  the  principal  D(*i- 

lity  of  Fr^nc^,  forced  them  to  yield  to  a  capitulation;  h9t 

..  found  hisarmy  fo  much  diminifhed,  and  in  fo  miferabfea 

condition,  that,  he  was  conftrained  to  defer  thefiege  of-Wo«" 

hufe,  which  he  had  likewjfe  meditated,,  to  the,  jaext  year j 

.  *  Chron«  Bclgic.  P.  ^Em  i  l.  Annal.  Franc.    Annies  de  Dfiu- 
ftaple.  »  GeHa  tudovici  VIII.    '        «  P.  Amv*  Annal 

Francorum.  ,  , .  •  ,     , 

"•'"''  ana 
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and,  retiring  ffom  thence  into  Auvergne,  in  his  palHtge  frdin^ 
thence  .to  Paris  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  diftempef,  of- 
which-hc  died  in  a  week  at  Montpenjiery  in  the  thirty-flkith' 
year  <rf  his  age,  and  fourth  of  his  reign.  •  Some  writers  fay> . 
t^  lus  phyficians .  thought  he  might  have  recovered,  if  he 
VKMild  have  taken  a  woman  to  his  bed ;  but  that  he  chbfe- 
lather  to  die  than  to  commit  a  mortal  fin  ^.  An  Englijb  hifto-^ 
aan,.  however,  who  had  reafon  to  be  well  informed,  and  no^ 
teafon-to  conceal  the  truth,  gives  a  very  different  account  of 
jus  death.  He  affirms,  that  it  happened  before  the  place  fur-^ 
rendered ;  that  the  count  of  Champagne^  who  wds  amorous- 
4>f  quqen  Bianch^  went  to  the  king  and  tdd  him,  that,  hav-: 
kg  ferved  the.  full  term  of  forty  days,  he  would  continue  no 
iongcr  at  the  fiege  \  that  thereupon  Levjis  threatened  him,  if 
he  departed,  he  would  lay  his.  country  wafte  with  fire  and* 
i^ord;  to  prevent  which  the  cdimt  caufed  him  to  be* 
pdiiq^ed  ;  and  that  the  cardinal  legate  concealed  his  death 
till  the  place  was  taken  ^.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  the' 
day  QQ^whidi  he  died  i»  not  certainly  fixed  ;•  but,  from  vari* 
ous  drcumftances,  it  appears  to  have  been  fome  time  in  thei 
b^inning  of  November,  He  is  thought  to  have  forefeen  the 
troubles  that  happened  upon  his  death,  by  his  requiring  the 
oaths  of  th^prelatesand  nobility  that  were  about  him,  that 
they  would  place  the  crown  upon  his  fon's  head  ;  and  tho*  it 
is  farther  faid,  that  he  took  this  promife  under  their  hands  and 
feals^  yet  they  >yere  not  very  forward  to  obferve  it  ^,  having 
long  expefted  fuch  an  opportunity  of  fetting  up  what  they 
^eepied  their  own  riglits  againft  thofe  of  the  crown. 

Lewis  the  ninth,  commonly  called  St.  Lewis,  was  about  Lewis 
twelve  years  of  age  when  his  father  died ;  and  fome  of  the  IX.  a/teri' 
prelates,  who  were  liear  the  perfon  of  that  monarch,  having  'w^rds 
depofed,  that  he  declared  his  confort  tutorefs  and  regent,  thtfi^^'^,^^* 
queen  dowager  immediately  took  upon  her  the  title  and  y^^^^^j 
power,  got  together  what  forces  flae  was  able,  and  r^folved -^"/^^'^^ 
to  carry  her  fon  to  Rheims^  tho'  the  fee  was  then  vacant,  in  ^^^^^  ^f,/ 
order  to  be  crowned  :  others  fpeak  very  differently  of  this  tutelage 
princefs ;  for  fome  make  her  a  miracle  of  beauty  and  piety ;  of  queen 
.others  affert,  that'  fhe  was  rather  agreeable  than  han/dfome,  Blanchu 
-and  that,  if  Ihe  had  her  virtues,  ftie  had  her  weaknefles 
alfog..   That  Ihe  was  beloved  by  T/ii^tftt/  count  of  Chant" 
^pagru  was  the  common  rumour  of  that  age,  grounded  upon 

*  Chron.  Nanc.  Gvlielm-  de  Podio.         **  Mat.  Paris, 
*Annales  de  Dunftaple.  ^  Chron.  Nang.  Gulielm.  de 

Podio,  P.  i^MiL.  «  Phil.  Mouskes  MS  de  la  Biblio- 

^theque  do  Roi.  -  .  r-     .  ,     . 

the 


'3^  ^  Affile  ^  j^ittitid      ^    B.XDD 

th»  Ibo^ttidr  poems  wrmen  byhtto  isher  pn^  M  miSint 
to  the  objefiioiH  that  her  lovci' was  one  of  the  firft  who  do- 
dsffci  hunfelf  ar  maleeoAieM^  it  is  fatd»  diat  he  did  tUs  firioor 
jeak>ufy,  the  qaeen  bdf%  ^iriiotty'  dtreAfed  by  theadtkeo^ 
the  oarcfiaal  ieg^^r  wb&  ^M«5  fbfped:ed  to  love  the  qaete^ 
add  wholt  Yns  alfo  Mpedkd  wae  not  hated  by  her  >>.  B|» 
it  k  verjr  probable  thefe  are  but  odomito^  fiooe  ^Aisdfr  wn 
at  this  dme  toii»a^  for^,  aod  die  tomteiCbag^agmMa 
|lK>ie  thaa  h^  itt  old  ;  •  fo  that  his  paffm  liras  to  b^  r^pnki 
taiher  asiFaait^p^  with  wbkh  the  qoeeft^iiig^t  Id  l^vebeM 
oSeaded^  and  lb  at  fifil  it  fieems  ihe  was^  fiiioe#)e  gavecv 
pceb  dfareftieos  ftMT  a#refttii^  hirii^  in  ait  Be  had  ceoeia 
JUemu;  bat  aiterwaiK}» her  affidril  taii|^t  her  to  make  9» 
diher  ofe  of  his  feUjr^  winch,  as  Hre  fliaU  fee^  her  tm  iaaf 
hofw  t>  diaftUe«  la  tbeaieMi  tiole,  ptfceivitag^  the  difaP 
£tftioft  of  the  sbbiUtjv  flie  camfed  Ittr  k>n  t»  be<rowiied  b^ 
tbebifliopof  ^M^i,  tho?  therc^  were  only  three  coitets^^ 
'  great  <nceiS' or  the  ei'own,  and  a  few  prelates^  pktSeAt  m 
thai;  caretfioay ;.  wbksb  waa  oneof  the  wifeft  fie|0  Ae  cbril 
take^(H> 

Tsi 


^  Gefta  Saa£ULiuk>viei  IX«  fraDcoruia  leg^,  defcrifta  per  Gtf« 

tlELNL.  NaNGIACO. 


(H)  The  coronatiOB  of  he 
y^Mhgkltig  was  a  pi!>inC  of  fo 
great  impoftattCe,  that,  as  we 
bs^e  hinted  in  the  text,  the 
kiag,  on  )h»  dtfaCh-bed,  had 
eja§»d  the  ftroageftr  aCurances 
f i«»in  the  chief  lord»  who  were 
about  hiiDj  that  it  (heald  be 
perib^med  without  delay  ;  but, 
when  they  found  this  incon^ 
fiftent  with  their  intercft,  they 
judged  that  it  gave  them  a  righC 
to  perform  their  ptontife.  The 
peers,  it  ieiHiis,  (hotight  thdt 
thdir  pfefence  waft  fd  effontial, 
as  that  this  ccFsaiOvy  could  not 
be  pdrfOrmed  wiihoat  them} 
and  from  this  perfuaiion  they 
^ated  'theiF  demands^  which, 
when  complied  with,  they  were 
conle&t  to  peflbrm  their  fane- 
tipns  in  that  folemnicy*    Bat 


the  qaeeii  had  two  able  ftatei^ 

men  aboot  her.  Who  gave  hd 

right  advidc  ;  the  one  was  tW 

cardinal    legate    BajUfOntha^e, 

who,  proceeding  on  the  general 

i^AiriAs^of  pblky,  toTd  her  that 

d^  iaadgai-atidn   of    her  iioB 

conld  not  be  too  fpei^ily  pe^ 

formed ;  and  the  other  G«/n^ 

bifliop  of  5^»/ii,  and  chancclkrf 

of  France,  the  fame  who  won 

the  battle  of  Bowvims  for  PBilif 

Augufiusy  and  who  had  raifctt 

his  poft  of  chancellor  to  be  th« 

fitff  civil   employiDent   in  the 

ftace ;  and  bcf  told  k^  what  wm 

reipiifite,  accordilKg  totbe  \t^ 

oi  France,  1  he  late  king  L'uiiii 

in  1224,  had  procnced  a  dcci- 

fion  of  the  peers  itt  favoarof  tk« 

great  oflBeers  of  the  ercwn,  bf 

which  it  was  dtcieed,  that  the 

chaacellory 


Ths  trw  fkme  of  the  matter  is*  diat  the  MuHkl«Nb^  pm^The  confix 
c6tifl^  how  OMKh  their  power  bad  been  Itftoed*  2imi>^lh^deracy  a- 
astborityr^ftHiiiisd)  by  the  twol»ft  kiags^  tboi^ht  tbisimHir^V^^ 
fiority,  whkhr  inm  the  tbmt  from  the.deith^.Qf  irflJ:/(a|i0^^^'^^''^- 
afkYourabteofpdrto&ity:torecov)er  both;  ftod  thcnrefere  tb^^f^f'  ^^^ 
flutde  certain  demwds,  ^rimb.they  kftOed  (hoald  be  W^i-*^'!"^  . 

daiefs  of  thfe  oeftfedkracy  were,  PMl^t^  Qo«ftt  of  Boh^^comufiJ 
the  fon  of  /^M((>  y/ni^^ifor,  \rho  iras  fufp«fted  to  faAvo  a  de«  iV. 
figQ  i^poA  the  crowit;  JwMnay  countefs  iA  Blander f^  wh<^ 
bore  ankretx)B«ilesU)k  hatred  to  the  ({Hfitn  regeot ;  P^^  it 
BrenXy  feodod  {(HI^  to  Jfoforf  oomtt  of  Dreux^  and.  graadfoo 
of  R^irti  foQFth  foft  to  Xrwfj  /ii«  ^r<j^|,  wfa%  by  the  aar- 
riage  of  C^ane^f  the  daughter  of  the  heire4  ol*  BMagm 
by  ^Ttty  1^  Th&mf^  held  that  couatry  with^  the  title  of  oomit^ 
and  who  M^as  ve^  defiroin  of  xenderkig  hkpMf  indepaadedr 
ef  thecrowH^;  TtikMf  coaat  cfCkempagM,  out  of  vaftitjF 
and  piqne ;  Raymmi,  cotUit  of  7ii9ai»;^,  in  hopes  of  rei 
^Gveiing  i^  fecuring  his^  dosiinlons ;  Bereng^y  count  of 
fnvencty  from  the  ftrifi  aWance  he  had  long  held  \ritb 
XaymonJ,    The  points  iqxMi  \riiicb  the^  tnfifbed,  were,  that 
cs  the  queen  was^  a.  llran^,  (he  ought  to  give  theai  Tone . 
lecm-ity  that  (be  would  not  vioiate  the  laws ;  that  (he  jQleuki 
rdlbre  the  eftates  of  lucb  as  had  been  congfeated  during  the 
hft  yearsf  reigns ;  and  that  flie  (hould  reieafe  fueb  as  were  pri^ 
foners/  psutuculsffly  Ferdmand^  count  of  Flcmderr  i  ail  wbicb 

chancellor,  the  cotiftible,  tbe  born  by  the  king's  aiiQle  Fhilit^ 

batler,    and  the ,  chanaberlaii),  count  of  Boiogne^  withoot  pre^ 

had    time     immemorial     fat,  judice  to  their  refpedtivedaiiB^f 

and  of  right  oaght  to  fit  and  and  thus^  as  it  will  ever  happen 

▼ote  with  the  peers.    This  gave  iiifuch  cafes,  the  peefs,  wha* 

them  great  weight;  himfelf  )as  were  abfent,.  not  only  loft  theiir 

chancellor,  Matthenjj  de  Moftt-  point,  but  with  it,  in  a  great 

morenyxhtn  conftable,  with  the  mcaiiire,  their  principal  prerO^* 

left  of  the  great  officers,  P^/^fi/if  gative,  for  till  thij  tioie  ther^ 

l>reux^  a  few  other  noblemen  and  had  been-  fome  fhc  W  of  ati  elec- 

femeprela<»s,reifof  ted  CO /?;&«?«/,  tion  preferved  5  but  hencefor'* 

"^^ittt  James  deBafoche^  bifhop  ward  the  coronation  became  a 

^SoiJlens^  crowned   the   king  mere  ceremony,  in  which,  tho** 

en  the  firft  of  December      The  the  peers  fometimes  contended 

countcfles   of  Champagne    and  for  precedency  and  their  parti- 

f landers  wtre  alfo  prefent,  and  cular  funftions,  yet  thefe  con* 

contended,  on  the  part  of  their  tentrons  were  about  their  ow»^ 

hnsbands,  for  the  right  of  car-  rights,  and  thofe  of  the  •  king 

'ying  the  fword,    which  they  were  entirely  out  of  the  quel* 

*t  length  confcnted  fhould  be  tion. 


'{he  pei!tillptonbr  refufed  ''. '  In  order  to  fecofe  berfelf,  and 
to  Slake  them  (eofible  of  her  refentmeati  (he  marched  im" 
mediately  vdth  aa  army  againft  the  count  of  Champagru, 
having  vnth  her  the  a>Qnt  de  Sologne,  who  had  not  as  yet 
declared  for  the  malecontentSt    Some  writers  fay,  that  ihe 
compelled  T^i^izt//  to  pay  homage  to  the  king,  addtoac- 
knowlegehisindifcretiont  butothets  {ay>  that  (he  only  Cg- 
niiied  to  him  that  (be  had  a  mind  to  fee  him  at  courts  aod 
that  thereupon  he  quitted  his  party,  and  went  to  throw 
himfelf  at  hcr.fcet.     There  is  certainly  the  greater  probat 
bility  of  this  from  her  conduft  towards  the  reft;  for  having 
twice  fummoned  them  to  anfwer  before  the  parliameiit,  Sbp 
at  length  condefcended  to  treat  vnth  them  all,  and  by  a  pro- 
per diftribution  of  favours  to  them,  and  of  money  to  thdr 
favourites,  drew  them  gradually  to  fubmUSoa.     In  one  in- 
fiance  (he  (hewed  great  dexterity  :   the  countefs  of  Flan* . 
ders,  whom  the  populace  reproached,  with  the  murder  of  bee 
father,  aiid  who,  by  pretending  (he  could  not  raife  his  raa* 
iR>m,  had  left  her  hu(band  Ferdinand  (o  many  years  in  prifoa, 
was  now  inclined  to  get  that  marriage  diflTolved,  with  a  view 
of  mjtrrying  the  count  of  Bretagne*     To  prevent  this  the 
quedn  fet  count  FercUhdnd  at  liberty,  upon  fuch  eafy  terms, 
that  he  remained  ever  after  attached  to  her  fervice.    It  is 
^fo  faid  that  (he  prevented  Henry  III.  of  England  from 
coming  to  the  afliftance  of  the  malecontents,  by  attacking 
the  weak  fide  of  his  .miniiler  the  great  earl  of  Kent^  who, 
with  many  heroic  qualities,  loved  money  too  much,  and  for 
a  large  fum  fufFered  the  expedition  to  fail  for- want  of  a 
fleet  °*.     Yet,  when  (he  thought  all  quiet,  '(he  found  her- 
felf  in  the  greateft  danger. 
Is  rfoi<ued     The  old  count  of  Bologne^  who  was  taken  at  the  battle  of 
nuhen  it    Bouvines^  had  been  all  this  time  in  prifon;  and  finding  he 
afpeared    yas  to  remain  there,  when  the  count  of  iF&;i</prj/was  dif* 
to  ^^y^(^- charged,  delivered  himfelf,   in  a  fit  of  defpaif,  of  life  aid 
{^'^' "^^  chains  together.     The  king's  uncle,  Philip,  who  had  been 
m^^dan-  ''«^'"^'ncd  by  the  fear  of  the  queen's  fetting  his  father-in-lawr 
^l^^     at  liberty,  now  joined  the  malecontents.     Their  firft  fcheme 
tban€<ver.  ^^'^  to  feize  the  pcrfon  of  the  king  in  his  paflTage  from  Or* 
*  leans  to  Paris ;  but  the  queen,  being  informed  of  this  by  the 
count  of  Champagne,  carried  the  king  to  a  ftrong  fortrefs  up- 
pn  the  road,  and  having  given  notice  of  his  danger  to  the  ■ 

;.  ^  Hiftoire  et  Chroniquc  de  Saint  Louis  Roy  de  France,  par 
J.  Sire  de  Joinville,  Senechal  de  Champagne.  Annalft 
Francor  m.  '   '  Mfiaf,     Chalons.  ■»  Nakgius  id 

^iia  Ludovici  IX. 

people 


G.4'  tbiHi/tfty  of  Vt^ncti  ,3jf3 

people  of  Paris y  they  came  with^a  force  fufficient  to  tondtt(?t 
him  in  fiifety  to  his  capital ";     Thi?;  though  it  difconcerted^ 
did  not  diflolvc  the  confederacy,  except  in  appearance ;  for 
having  taken  iheir  meafures  with  the  count  of  Bretagne^  they 
'  feparated,  as  if  they  had  given  all  fpr  loft..    Tht  count  of 
Bretogne  broke  out  into  open  rebellion ;  and  the  king  having    , 
named  the  place  of  rendezvous  on  the  frontiers,  all  the  male- 
contents,  with  high  pr6feffions  of  loyalty,  promifed  to  re* 
pair  thither ;  and  they  did  fo>  but  with  fo  flender  a  force^ 
tbft  the  cotfnt  might  eafily  have  made  the  king  prifoneri 
which  was  what  they  dcfigned  ;  but  the  count  of  Champagne^ 
wiom  they  had  truft^d  in  this  as  in  the  former  plot,  arrived^ 
when  they  leaft  expefted  it,  with  fo  great  a  force,  that  the 
count  de  ffretagne,  inftead  of  triumphing,  was  forced \o  fub- 
mit,  and  to  make  the  beft  terms  with  the  king  and  queea 
regent  that  he  could  ^.      The  queen  alfo  having,  by  the     ' 
affiftance  of  the  cardinal  legate,  drawn  an  immenfe  fubAdy' 
from  the  clergy  in  Francs^  aiEfted  the  army  of  the  church  fo 
powerfuUyi,  that  th^c  cosQt  oi  Thonloufe,  being  reduced  to 
.  extremity,  made  a  peac^  oa  the  nardeft  terms,  and  confented 
to  give  his  daughter  to  the  king's  brother Alonfoy  and  declare 
her  fok  heirefs  of  his  cftatc;s,  by  which  they  were  afterwards 
annexed  to  the  crown.     So  that  the  maums  of  the  late  reign 
were  thoroughly  uodcrftood,  and  with  great  fortitude  pur- 
iiied  in  this  P. 

In  the  mean  time  the  malecontenfs  had  drawn  th^  count  ^k^  ai* 
of  Champagne,  back  to  their  party,  by  offering  to  him  the  '«f^  ^^^ 
daught^.of  the  count  of  ^r<?/4g"n^;  yet  the  king,  being  in-'***'^ 
iformed  of  it;  broke  it  by  a  letter  fent  to  the  count,  when  all  ^^^"^^ 
things  were  prepared  for  its  celebration,  which  fo  incenfed  P*P^^ 
the  malecootents,^  that  they  fent  for  the  queen  of  Cyprus ^  Ikrted 
who  bad  a  claim  to  this  country,  and  on  her  behalf  entered /^^^.  ^^^ 
Champagru  with  an  army,  which  induced  the  revolt  oi  2LcMhois  de^ 
great  part  of  the  count's  valFals;  but  the  king  came  to  his  li*ifered  by 
relief  with  a  powerful  army,  and  obliged  his  enemies  to  re-  the  king. 
tire  \    Atiength  the  claim  of  the  queen  of  Cyprus  was  com- 
promlfed  for  a  fum  of  money,  which  the  king  advanced^  by 
the  fale  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  count's  territories;  fo    A.D. 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  crown  was  the  greateft  gainer  in     ^^^^: 
this  whole  tranfaAioa«    A  ftrong  proof  of  the  Aeadinefs  and 
prudence  of  their  counfels,  rather  than  their  generofity  r.       ^ 

^  Ch^pnicon  Alberic.     JoiNVXt.ts  Hxfloire  de  St.  LoqIs. 
•  NicoL,  T'^ivETi  Annales.  f  Cu  Chesne,  tom.  v. 

'  Chroniques  MS.  dc  Mr.  db^Thov.  '  NangIus  in  vita 

LudovicilX.  ^ 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXJH.  A  a  Iw 


354  ^^  Hifiory  of  Ranee.  B. XIX. 

f^en  Im  the  cburfe  of  her  regeDcy,  the  qoefsa  gave  repeated 

Bianch'i  proofs  of  her  firm&eft  and  addrefs.  She  made  life  of  the 
regency  no  carl  of  Flanders  to  curb  the  count  of  Bohgne  when  id  anas; 
prejudice  ^^d,  at  length,  (he  totally  detached  him  from  the  party  of 
to  the  king  jj^g  malecontents,  by  convincing  him  he  was  deceived  by 
or  king'  ^j^gj^.  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^j^jl^  ^j^gy  affefted  to  flatter  him  with  hopes 
^^'  of  the  crown,  they  in  reality  defigned  it  for  Enguerrandde 

Coucy,  a  nobleman  of  great  merit  and  parts,  fcut  weak  enough 
to  believe  that  they  were  fineere  in  thefe  propofitkms,  vd 
would   be  ftrong  enough   to  efFeft  it,  by  which  he  ^as 
wreicbcdly  deluded  •.     But  Philips  count  iABohgne,  wifely 
accepted  a  good  penfion^  and  reconciled  himfelf  to  hb  Be* 
phew  and  his  mother.     In  Aiort^  (he  applied  the  money  (he 
received  from  the  clergy  fo  prudently,  that  very  often  thofe 
who  appeared  to  be  the  moft  zealous  amongfl  the  malecoB- 
tents  were  but  her  fpies;  and  if  there  were  any  who  rehifed 
her  money,  (he  gave  it  out  pofitively  that  they  had  accepted 
it;  fo  that  they  were  in  continual  difputes  and  jealouiies of 
each  other,  aiKi,  except  th^  count  of  Bretagnt,  though  they 
had  the  belt  inclination  in  the  world  to  febetlion,  were  ne- 
ver in  a  condition  to  attempt  it  ^      As  for  that  count  he 
could  do  nothing  without  the  king  ofEnghnd^  a£^9noe; 
atid  the  queen's  liberalities  were  fo  acceptable  to  his  nuiii-  | 
fkrs,  that  fometimes  (he  hindered  Mm  from  fticcouriag  the  i 
count,  and  rendered  bis  expeditions  fruitlefs  when  he  did;  fo  . 
that,  after  taking  one  c^  the  count's  principal  fortreflea,  in  ' 
a  manner  under  the  king's  eye,  (he  forced  the  former  to  nib* 
mit,  and  the  latter  to  confent  to  a  truce  for  three  years:  | 
and  thus  the  troubles  of  her  regency  were  eaded»  without  | 
the  leaft  prejudice  to  the  king's  authority  or  domain  «. 
Tet  es^cfes     AFTER  all  this  (he  was  far  (torn  efcaping  cenfure,  and  the 
tka^  friit'  great  pains  (he  took  about  the  king's  ediicadon  was  made  die 
ce/t  t9       fiibjcft.     Thdfe  to  whorai  (he  entrnfted  it  were  chiefly  dci^, 
grea^  eenr  who  topk  more  pains  to  imprefs  on  his  mind  fentimcnts  of 
»A^f  religion  than  politics,  atid  <vho,  though  they  were  attcndre 

^htcb,      enough  as  to  his  exercifes,  were  very  ftrift  iri  point  of  diwr- 
A^t^^L^ed  ^^^^^*    '^^^  courtiers,  who  were  by  no  means  plealed,  gave 
'With  cLr  ^^^  ^^''y  ^^fferdnt  ftories;   feme  deplored  the  fete  of  the 
tempt.       kingdom,  thcmbnarch  of  which  was  like  to  have  no  other 
abilities  than  tlwfe  of  a  monk ;  while  others  whifpered,  thatthc 
young  king  ccbjW  di(lemble  as  well  as  his  mother,  and  that, 
notwhhftanding  his  modeft  appearance,    he  had  privately 
his  miftreflfes,  with  whicb'the  ir^eat'was  not  unac^'J^DWli 

■  NArfGi^s  in  vita  Ludbvici  DC  '  •  Math*  Pa*m* 

•   DU  TlLLET. 
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but  that  file  was  willing  he  fliould  indulge  othdr  pafltoAs, 
■  while  fhe  indulged  her  ambition  ^.     The  queen,  being  in- 
formed of  this,  took  it  in  a  right  light  j  and  to  prevent  th<feir 
-  rendering  that  a  trtth,  which  was  at  prefent  a  calumny,  ftie 
refolved  to  marry  the  young  king,  in  his  nineteenth  year,  to 
Margaret y  theeldeft  daughter  of  the  count  of  Pr^^izc^;  and 
'executing  that  projcft  without  difficulty  or. delay,  (he  kept 
the  youag  king,  and  his  younger  wife,  fo  mach  under  her 
'  •  eye  *,  and  in  fuch  awe^  as  furniftied  materials  for  frefti  ife- 
'  ries,  which,  though  not  altogether  groundlefs,  (he  treated 
^with  contempt,  and  continued  to  take  her  meafures  according 
to  her  own  fenfe  of  thidgs,  and  without  giving  herfelf  much 

•  pain  about  what  wa3  thought  of  them  by  others :  and,   in- 

•  deed,  cotifidering  how  happily  (he  condufted  her  adminiftra- 
tion  in  times  of  fuch  danger  and  perplexity,  we  need  not  wonder 
that  many  Iriftorians  have  founded  her  praifes  fo  high,  and 

*  taken"  fo  much  pains  to  apologize  for  her  high  fpirit,  and 
"■  ftrong  inclination  to  power,  fince  they  were  the  inftruments 

*  tf  fo  much  good  to  the  king  her  fon,  and  contributed  fo  ap- 
'  parently  to  the  welfare  of  the  (late,  and  to  the  tranquility 

of  his  fubjefts  7. 

^     The  count  de  Bretagne  remained  flill  in  the  fame  mutinotig  The  nuitt 
ditpofition,  and  >«^as,  alt  every  turn,  labouring  to  bring  andeBrc- 
army  of  Englijb  auxiliaries  over  to  his  affiftance*     Lewis,  by  tagne  ««- 
his  mother's  advice,  refolved,  once  for  all,  to  put  an  end  to '^*^^/" 
^tife,  by  attacking  him  with  a  puiflant  force;  thie  queen,  ^^K^^l^''-^ 
the  me^n  time,  having  drawn  feveral  of  the  lords  in  Bretagne  ^^a  ^^^ 
from  their  attachment  to  the  count,  and  having  fuch  an  in-  i^^Cjy    * 
tclligence  in  England,  as  left  her  free  from  any  apprehen-^««ii<i 
fions  of  a  defcent  from  thence.     When,  therefore,  the  king 
approached  the  frontiers  with  an  army,  the  count,  who  had  ' 
done  homage  to  the  king  of  England  for  his  territories,  de- 
fired  leave  to  demand  fuccour  from  that  monarch,  whicfc,. 
If  he  did  not  receive,  he  proipifed  to  fubmit.     This  was  iil- 
'driged  him;  znA  Henry  refufing  to  come  with  a  fleet  and 
army-  to  relieve  him,  he  returned,  and  prefentcd  himfelf  be- 
]  'fbrelirw/x  withil  rope  about  his  neck.     The  king,  howevet, 

•  after  fbme  hard  words,  and  the  impofition  of  very  rigorous 

•  terms,  difmiffed  him,  fufficiently  humbled,  and  yet  glad  to 
efcape  even  at  that  rate  *.     The  king,  becoming  of  the  age      ^•*'« 

•  -of  tivfenty-one  years,  might,  as'  tlie  cohftitution  of  Fr&nce     '*34* 
*'  then:  ftood,  have  taken  the  rei63  of  govermnent  into  his  own 

•^  JoiNviLLB  Hiftpirc  de  St.  Loais.  *  MatA.  F^kitlli, 
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hands-;  but  queen  Blanch  was  not  weary  of  ruling;  and 
.  Lawis  had  fo  much  deference  for  his  mother,  that,  though 
ftie  laid  afide  the  title  of  regent,  ihe  exercifed  the  fame  a»- 
:  thority  as  before.     Thibaut^  count  of  Champagne^  being  be- 
come, in  right  of  his  mother,  king  oiNavafre^  and  having 
found  an  immenfe  fum  in  the  treafuly  of  that  crown,  begaa 
to  furmife,  that  it  was  not  a  fale,   but  a  mortgage  he  had 
.  made  of  the  ellates  which  fome  yeai^s  before  he  had  furrcn- 
.  dcred  to  the  crown.     But  the  king,  notwithflanding  the  ia- 
terpofition  of  the  pope,  made  him  fo  fenfible  of  the  fuperior 
weight  of  his  arms,  that  he  was  conftrainedto  fubmit  *.  The 
,  mitoner  in  which  thefe  potent  vafljrfs  of  the  crown  had  been 
from  time  to  time  mortified,  and  the  fenfc  they  had  of  the 
impoflibiiity  of  giving  the  crown  any  remarkable  difquietat 
thi$  junfture,  induced  them  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
king  of  Navarre,  who  had  taken  the  crofs,  that  they  might 
go  and  difplay  their  courage  and  their  power,  at  the  fame 
.  time  that  they  indulged  their  fpirit  of  independency  in  diftant 
climates.     Accordingly  the  count  de  Brvtagne^  having  re^ 
figned  his  dominions  to  his  fon  Henry  count  of  Bar,  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  y  with  Amauride  Mont  fort,  conflable  of  France, 
and  feveral  other  great  lords,  attended  him  ^.     About  this 
time  it  is  faid,  that  the  prince  of  the  Affaffim  fcnt  two*  of 
his  defperate  attendants  into  Trance,  with  orders  to  kill  the 
king;  but  being  afterwards  informed  how  mild  and  good 
a  prince  he  was,  fent  a  countermand,  and  thofe  who  brought 
it  arrived  before  the  Ajfajfins,     The  king,  apprifed  by  then 
'  of  his  danger,  in^ituted,  as  his  grandSther  had  done,  a 
new  guard,  with  maces,  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon.    In  a 
A.  D.    a  little  time  the  two  affaffins  were  difcovered  and  feized;  but 
^  *3^*     the  king  was  io  far  from  doing  them  any  hurt,  that  he  caufcd 
.  them  to  be  kindly  treated,  and  fent  them  back  with  a  rich 
prefent  for  their  mafler.     But,  perhaps,  it  was  not  the  good 
<iharafter  of  the  king  folely  that  brought  about  this  event  <^. 
The  Ttfrftzrx  began  like  an  inundation  tofweep  all  Jfia\  and 
the  prince  of  the  Jffaffins,  and  other  Mohammedan  powers, 
.  moft  earneftly  implored  the  affiftance  of  the  Chriflians,  to 
,  prevent  their  common  deflruftion  by  thefe  barbarous  inva- 
.  ders  ^.  , 

■  JoiifviLLE  Hifioirede  St.  Louis.    P.DAHiEt*        ^  NaHt 
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So  long  as  the  great  lords  remaioed  abroad^  the  kingdom  iV><u;  in-  ^ 
enjoyed  a  proper  tranquility.     Lgiuis^  as  foon  as  he  became  ^'Tg^<f^^*2>) 
of  age,  had  fctded  his  brothers  m  the  manner  prefcribed  by^^/"' €/   ^ 
-  his  father's  teftanient,    and    admitted  nothing  that  could-^^^^ 
contribute  to  pkee  them  in  a  ftaie  of  grandeur  and  fecurity,-^^?,^^*'^* 
fuitable  to  their  birth.     This  chagrined  fome,  and  frighted  jj^^  la  d^ 
Others;  and,  therefore,  upon  the  return  of  the  count  of  Bre-^^^^*^ 
iagne^  and  other  lords,  from  Syria^  they  began  to  cabal  ^-aucedan9^ 
frefti,  and  to  take  all  themcafures  they  could  devife  for  excit-/;^^r  con- 
iag  a  new  civil  war  ^*    At  the  head  of  this  contrivance  vfz^/ederacy, 
the  count  de  La  Marchy  who  had  married  the  queen  dow- 
ager of  England^  a  princefs  who  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  doing  hbmage  to  the  children  of  queen  t^/rf/?rA,  and  who' 
was  bent,  at  all  events^  to  recover  for  her  fon  Henry  the 
territories  his  father  had  loft  in  France.     The  count  of  Thou- 
Ivufe  was  alfo  of  this  faftion,  and  with  much  more  reafon 
than  any,  fincehehad  been  very  hardly  treated.     Henry  III, 
rf  England^  was  the  power  chiefly  depended  upon;  and,  in- 
deed, but  for.  that  dependence,  there  could  have  been  none  of 
thete  difturbances  in  France  ^. 

.  Jt  was  his  foible  to  form  very  great  defigns,  and  to  exe-  Defeated 
c«fte  them  weakly.      But  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  ^iL-cwis, 
with  his  parliament ;  and,  as  they  would  give  no  fapplics,  he*=*'^^'^^'* 
was  compelled  to  raife  money  at  high  intereft :  and  this  went^>^''^^' 
but  a  little  wajr  in  a  war  where  his  allies  were  very  hungry,^,   autbo^ 
and  where,  though  they  were  to  re^p  all  the  profit,  they  not-^^'y /^  ^  ^ 
withftanding  expefted  him  to  be  at  moft  of  the  expence  ^•datlmH^* 
King  JLnu/x,  after  ti7ing  all  means  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
malecontents,  at  length  aflembled  a  great  army,  the  beft  part 
of  which  was  compofed  of  troops  in  his  own  pay ;  and  hav- 
ing twice  beaten  the  confederates,  he  conAralned  the  count 
of  La  March  to  make  a  feparate  peace  upon  very  hard  terms^ 
and  concluded  another  truce  with  Henry ^  who  finding  him- 
fetf  difappointed  by  the  greater  part  of  the  French  lords  (who, 
upon  refleftion;  were  afraid  to  join  with  him),  began  to  have 
a  diftafte  for  thefe  kind  of  proceedings,  and  therefoi*e  went 
to  Bourdeaux^  to  get  his  fon  Edward  acknowleged  by  the  in* 
habitants  of  that  city  for  his  heir  apparent  **.     The  triumph-    A.D^ 
iag  over  this  confederacy,  which,  if  things  had  taken  another-  'H?« 
turn,  would  have  produced  an  univerfalinfurreAion,  was  the 
moil  important,  if  not  the  moft  glorious,  event  in  the  reign  ' 
caking  Lewis  f  a^  it  placed  his  authority  on  a  level,  at  leaft 
With  that  of  his  grandfather  Phiiip  Auguflus  K 

^  ChrooiqacMS.  deMr.  Thou.        '  Guliblm.  di  Ponto, 
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ldiafur$s      The  icoilBt  bf  Thmitaffe  was  the  hSt  mha&AamioiyvA 
tgiat  ky    tho*  the  lung  readily  pardoned  his  revolt^  yet  he  was  yerf 
hif^ftr     ftrift  in  the  precautions  be  tkxA,  that  he  :ihiaidd  not  itfolt 
ibis  fwr-  ^gain.    Hb  whole  conduft  was  of  the  iairie  tenure*,  'snd. the 
/?^  ^*'  point  he  kept  continually  ia  view  was,  to  put  it  outxrf  the 
.  ^**   ^  power  of  the  great  lords  to  difturb  him  wich  impunity*  ;Hc 
ffW  <«ii^^*^  before  m^e  an  edift,  -wth  the  confent  of  his  par&inst 
|L^^         or  council,  that  they  fbould  not  marry  their  damghtcriitt 
foreigners  without  his  permiiEon ;  the  pretense  was  to  pre^ 
irent  ftrangers  frcnn  inheriting  lands  in  France^  to^the  prejte- 
dice  of  natives,  which  xtms  v^y  plaufible  and  popular  ^  Imttlie 
principal  aim  was  to  hinder  thdr  having  any  coime£&)nSi«ad 
of  codfequence  obtaining-  any  Aipport,  from  other  pdooes  \ 
At  this  time  he  made  another  ediA,    that  fueh  as  hdd 
lands  &om  him,  and  from  the  king  of  England^  fhouid  mate 
tjbeir  eleftion  to  which  of  the  kings  th^y  would  render 
homage,  and  thereby  put.  an  end  to  the.  oid  ciiftoarof  be^ 
coming  fubjeds  to  both  kings,  and  adhering,  either  as  their 
humours  or  their  intereils  led  them,  to^wMch.  they  pleafisd.  ' 
This  was  confidered  as  a  great  hardship,  fince,  by  makiif 
their  option,  the£s  vaflals  were  fore  to  bfe  tfadr  eflaies  either  i 
in  one  country  or  the  other.    To  redrcfs  this,  as  far  as  iHcoidd  ' 
be  redrefled,  jUw/x  indemnified  thofe,  who  adliered  to  hha,  I 
out  of  the  lands  of  4^hofe  who  chofe  to  do  homage  to  tlie  kii^  j 
of  Enghni^.    Pope  Jnnocsnt  IV.  being  drivea  ontolltdf)  \ 
wasi  deiirous  of  pntding  himfelf  under  the  pfote6tion  (^  { 
Untm^e^  whtch  the  king  declined,  as  forefeeing  many  incoB"  ' 
i^mences.  that  would  attend  it,  biit  permitted  hdm  to  hoki  % 
QQUBdi  at  LyBtiSy  which  was  not  thea  iimted  to  the  crows, 
in  whijch  the  emperor  Frederick  was  extXtminumcated.    The 
llMf^fooa  after  fell  fick  of  a  grievous,  diftemper,  in  which 
l^e»,rcmaS«ied  fiar'the  (pace  of  twenty-four  hours,  fo  totally 
is^GrtifibJe  that  maxiy  believed  him  dead;  and  u|M>n  his  com- 
ix^te  him£»If,  he  imiDedidteiy  took  the  cro&  from  the  hands 
of^  the  bifhop  of  Paris,  mak^  at  the  feme  time  a  foksm 
A.D.     vfm,y  to  go  in  perfen  with  aa  army  againit  theinfidels,  whkli 
^ '44     thr^w  the  nation  into  alniofl as  great  pcxpl^cy  ^-that  fi«o 
/        which  they. recovered  on>  the  firft  news  of  fe  being  out  of 
d«ngei?  ".     The  wifeft  and  ableft  of  his  miniAers  teboartd 
a^  that  was  in  their  power  to-  diffuade  hItQ  iamt  this  rdbh* 
tion=;  but  their  ciForts  wiere  to  no  purpofe,  Uioogh  he  ita* 
dily  Agreed  to  do  nothing- precipit^ely,  but  to  take  allA^ 
precautions  poHible  to  prevent  thisi  expedstioQ  irom.  h^iagfo'; 
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prc^ttificuU  to.his  dominlQQS  as  thofe  of  his  predeceflprs  had 

It  appears  from  ^  the  common  confent  of  the  hifiorlans  ofRefidvet 
iSiofc  times,  that  tl|e  king  judged  it  n^ccflkry  to  have  the  cbn-  to  make  an 
feat  of  the  nobility  bjcfpre  he  undertook  this  expedition ;  and  expedition 
as  the  obtaining  tjus  was 'no.  very  eaiy  matter,  confidferidg '"''^  '^' 
Aeir  general  rdufitance,  and  the  little  hope  .there  Was  of  fuc-  ^''A  /*' 
cefs  abfo^,  or  of  tranquilkjr  at  horne^  if  Jie  went  unattended  ^''^'^'  , 
by  thcmoft  pQwerful  of  hfeyaflals,  he  was  obliged  to  aft  with^^*^'^***"'  ^ 
the  utmoft  caution;  and,  from  tiki  addrefs  he  fliewed  in  thej*^^^^ 
management  ofhisaiiairs,  we  may  very  fafely'^pi^otiounce,  that  *    , 

^ever  .was  i<y  imprudent  a  defign  fo  prudently  conddfted. 
He  had  an  inierview  with  the  pope,  in  hopes  of  recoricliing 
Jum^to  the  emperor  Fr^rf^riVA,. but.  without  effeft.  Howe- 
'i^y  though  he  mifled  of  doing  another's  bufmefs  in  this  jour^ 
aey,  he  executed  his  own,  by  procuring  Beatrix^  the  youngeit  • 
daughter  9^  tbe>  count  oiProvenke^  to  whom,  in  prejudice  •  *'  .  . 
of  his  otKer  dapgbters,,  and  paVticularly  the  queen  of /r<2«r^, 
her  father  had' bequeathed  his  dominions  for  his  brother 
Charlei  \  The  fecrefy  and  art  with  which  this  bufih^fs  was 
managed,  though  ib  many  great  princes,  and  particuiarlj^ 
the  Wng  oi ,  England,  married  to  another  daughter  of 
tl^e  countV,  employed  all  their  Ikill  andintereft  to  preveiit' 
it,  did  him  great  credit.  He  was  no  leik  fuccefsful  in  levy-^ 
iflg  a  tenth  of  their  revenues  upon  his  clergy,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  pope;  but  when  the  pontiff  would  have  extrafted  • 
a^nother  fum  for  carrying  on  his  war  againft  the  emperor, 
Lewis  interfered,  which  the  clergy  took  fo  kindly,  that,  tho* 
at  firft  they  had  murmured  againfl  the  tax  for  the  croifade, 
they  now  applauded  it  ^  The  many  different  methods  he 
praftifed,  and  the  earneftnefs  he  fliewed,  in  exhorting  the 
nobility  to  folUpw  his  example,  had  by  degrees  a  great  eneft, 
more  efpecially  after  he  had  prevailed  upon  the  count  of 
March^  and  the  old  count  of  Sretagne,  the  iiyo  moft  turbu- 
lent men /in  Fnznc^,  to  aflume  the  crofs  P.  His  grea tell  dif- 
ficulty was  about  the  \i\ngbf  England;  for  having,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  times,  upon  all  fuch  (x:cafions,  mad6 
open  -procl^ation,  tfiat.  if  there  was  any  pcrfon  he  had 
wronged  he  was  ready .  to  .do.,  them  right,  and  to  maHe  re-  ^ 
/!itutipiv^t,o'^  .who  had  a  right  to  claim  it  j,  ffenrji  fent  over 
his  brother  eaxl  Richard,,  who >ery  Wdly  and  plainly  told 
the  king,;  that  beought  to  ceftpre  to  his  hrgthcr  Normandy, 
and  the  reft  of  the  countries  of  which  he  had  been  defpoiled, 
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A.  D.  ip  cafe  he  hoped  for  fuccefs  againft*  tl|e  infidels  ^.  The  king 
1247,  had  fo  far  ragard  to  his  application^  that  he  fqbmitted  thi^ 
as  a  cafe  of  cQnfcience  to  the  biftlops  of  Ncrfnandy,  andj, 
ppon  their  declaring  he  xvas  not  bound  to  makereftitutton, 
he  declined  it,  H^ry  cpnfented,  "never thclefs,  to  the  re- 
newing tjip  tirucc ;  ,and  the  kiiig,/having  declared  the  qtieen- 
'  mother  regent  in  jiis  abfencjCj^dJfpofed  every  thing  for  his 
departure  ^.  "*  '  ' 

9'be  artiff      TifE  king  carried  with  tiim  Indiis  expedition  his  queen, 
<wtfihrs  in  and  his  two  brothers  Robert  and  Charles:    At  Lyons  he  ft- 
Cyprus,    ceived  the  bpniedlftion  of  the  pope,  and  pafling  down  the 
reimharks  Rhqng^  ^c  cmbarjccd  at  Jigites  Mortes  on  the  23d  (A  Avgvfi, 
/^^^?yP^»  and,  hping  fair  winds  and  a  fiile  paflgge,  landed  his  forces 
^l^J^       on  the  2^m  of  Sept  fmier  follbwing  in  th^lde- of  Cyprus*, 
iwitlout     There  \t  was  refplved  to  winter,  which*  it  was  thought  he 
mojiiun.  ^ig'^^  convenieijtly  do,  as  he  hftd  taken  the  precaution  of 
'  ^      ' '  caufing  vjift  niagazines  to  be  previoufly  conftfuftdd  for  the 
ijfe  of  his  arnjy ;  but,  notwithftandlug  this,  they  muft  have 
fufFered  confiderably,  if  the  emperor  and  the  V^ietians  had 
qot  taken  carp  to  furnifti  them  with  vaft  (upplies.    It  was 
refolved,  during  his  ftay  in  this  iiland,  that  a  deftent  (houM 
fee  ma^p  into  Egypt ^  experience  having  fliewn  that  Jerufalm 
and  the  Holy  Land,  when  conquered,  could  never  .b.e  kepi, 
while  Egypt  remaineU  in  the  hands  of  the  infidels.     Here  alio 
,  lie  received  embartadors  from  /Armenia,  and  from  the  Khan  of 
the  Tcirtars ;  the  latter  afTuring  him  that  he*  woiild  find  full 
employment  for  the  Spltan  of  Sagdat,  and  the  former  pro- 
mifing  to  do  the  fame  with  refpeft  to  the  Soltan  of  Iconium  \ 
Tn  the  fpring,  having  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement 
under  tjie  command  of  Robert y  dixke  of  Burgundy ,  hedif- 
pofed  every  tiling  for  his  f^cond  embarkation.    It  was,  how- 
ever, about  the  middle  of  flfiiyi'  befbrp  his  fleet,-  u-bich  con- 
fiRcd  pf  eighteen  l^undred  mil ^f  pahed  from  Q'/m*  but 
meeting  witli  a  tempeft  in  their  pafl^ge.  It  is  faid  h^  had  not 
^  third;'  fpme  affirni  pot  a  fourth  pin  of  his  forces,  at  the 
time  pf  his  landing.     iTijs,  ^6\Cever,  produced  tjo  illcon- 
$H9'    fequence;  for  though  the  enenjy  |iad  twenty  thoafand  men 
well  pofted  to  hinder  his'  debarkation,  yet  theyWere  ftmck 
with  fuch  a  panic  at  the  light  9f  bis  trooJ5S  leaping  on  ftiore, 
tjiat,  ^^ter  one  difcharge  of  fhejr  arrows,  they  retired  in  die 
utmoft confofion,  and,  which  was  ftill  more. extraordinary, 
abandoned  the  city  pfO^^Vjf^,"  aplace  rich,  of  great  cxteflt, 
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and  extremely  well  fortified  \    A  piece  of  good  fortune 
they  did  not  expeft. 

■  The  firft 'fuccefs  feemed  to  promife^ great  things,  vfhh'^J<vafices 
which,  however,  the  following  events  did  by  no  means  Cox ^'tonvardi 
refpond.    They  took  pofleffion  of  this  place  in  the  beginnihg^Cairo,  // 
of  the  month  oi  Jutie^  and  the  rifing  of  the  waters  of  the  J^'^^**^- 
Nile  rendering  it  impoflible  to  procieed'  to  Cairo y  they  v/exef^fj^^at^n, 
obliged  to  ftay  feveral  months  where  they  were.     Lewis  con-  ^     ^' 
fidering  the  importance  of  Damietal  preferved  with  great  .^Y'     .^ 
•care  the  magazines  and  military  ftores  that  were  found  there-iA,,^^^' 
in,   which  difpleafed  the  bulk  of  his  drmy  exceedingly,'  who/^^  /^ 
gfferted,   that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  crofles,  he  ;^^/f, 
had  a  right  only  to  a  third  part  of  ^the  plunder /".     They 
(hewed  from  this  time  but  little  regard' for  his  orders ;  for,* 
codipofed  as  they  were  of  different  natipns,  being  many  of      -. ..  ,..  ^ 
them  perfons  of  high  quality,  and  ^  volunteers,  difcipUne       .*  / .  ' 
could  arife  only  from  a  fenfe  of  duty.     Inftead. therefore  of*     •   .. 
.  providing  for  the  next 'campaign,  they  thbuglit  of  nothing' 
.  but  feafts,  fliows,   and  debauchery.     When  the  feafon  for* 
aftion  returned,  after  rejefting  an  offer  made  them  by' the' 
Soltan  of  reftoring  Jeritfalem,  and  dll  the  places  the  Chri-| 
IKans  had  once  poffefled,  and  refolvin^  to  liu^n  to  no  propo-' 
(jtions  whatever,  they  marched,  as  to  a  certafn  viftory,  againfl; ' 
the  infidels  *.     A  canal  of  the  Nile  lay  in  'their  paffage;  they' 
were  ecjually  unprovided  wiih  boats  or  bridges ;  this  put  them 
upon  attempting  to  run  a  caufeway,   with  infinite  labour, 
act ofsi  it,  and  with  little  fuccefs  ;  at  length  they  found  by 
chaticc  a  ford,  which  the  count  de  ArtoUy  the  king's  bro-| 
ther,  paflT^d  with   two  thoufand  hoi-fe,  but  inftead  of  in-'* 
trenching*  on  the  other  fide,  after' diflipating  i  corps  of  the  ^ 
enemy,  )ie  puflicd  on  to  Majjoura^  and,  finding  the  place ' 
open,  began  to  plunder  it.^    The  infidels,  perceiving  that  he 
:vras'  irnfppported,  ^  barrkadoed   themfelves  in  their  houfes, 
and  from  thence  threw  wild -fire,  ftones,  boiling  water,  and 
whatever  elfe  came  to  hand,  upon  the  aflailants ;  the  troops 
tpo,  whom  they  had  di(]perfed,  rallied  and  invefted  the  place, 
fo  that,  furrqunded  by  enemies  on  every  fide,  the  count  de 
ArtniSj  and  tne  beft  part  of  his  detachment,   perifhed  J".  ' 
The  reft  of  the  Chriftian  army,  however,  paiTed  the  cabal^ 
and  with  great  courage,  though  in  great  diforder,  attacked  • 
die  enemy,  and  gained  fome  advantages,  but  were  at  length 
^liged  to  poft  themfelres  in  a  ftrong  camp,  where  tney 
fufTered  exceedingly  from  the  fcarcjty  <J  provifion,  the  fcur- 
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A.  O.  vy»  dyfcntcry,  and  other  difeafes,  bei»g  clofely-  blocked  np. 
iz^o.  by  the  fuperior  enemy.  The  king  might  hatre  made  his 
efcape  by  fea,  but  he  refufed  it,  and  refolved  to  fhare  with 
his  lorces  the  danger  of  a  retreat,  which  was  undertakea 
when  there  wa$  fcarce  a  poffibility  of  fuccedding.  In  their 
iftarch  they, were  continually  attacked  by  the  infidels;  and 
at  length,  on  the  5th  of  Aprils  being  entirely  broken^  tha 
king  and  hi^  brother  were  taken  prifoners,  with  the  poor 
remains  of  their  army  *. 
L^w]s  T^E  infidel?  made  a  moft  infolent  and  barbarous  life  of 

hiati  iiis  tlicir  viftory,  they  ufed  their  prifoners  cruelly,  they  to<i 
misfittune  ty^y  method  poflible  of  (hewing  their  abhorrence  and  con- 
witbgfedi  tenipt  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  they  infulted  the  king  per- 
firtitudty  fonally,  they  threatened  him  with  fetters,  and  even  widi 
mt^tb'    lortures;  and  it  is  very  poffible  they  had  proceeded  further, 
famdtng     jf  ^^  precaution  he  had  taken  of  preferving  the  magazines 
^ula'7' *   ^^^  military  ftores  in  Damieta^  repairing  its  fortifications; 
^^  '        aj)d  leavings  in  it  a  ftrong  garrifon,  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
cjneen  and  other  ladies,  had  not  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  infidels  to  carry  that  place  by  aflault  *.     When,  there^ 
lore,  they  fa\v  the  war  was  not  at  an  end,  and  apprehended 
the  Qirifiians  inSght  lend  another  army  into  Egypt  if  they 
continited  in  pofleffion  of  this  fortrefs,  they  began  to  alter 
their  meafures.     fiut  to  underftand  this  matter  clearly,  we 
muft  of  jieceffity  obferve,   that^   during  the  progrefs  of  this 
w^r,  great  alterations  had  happened  amongft  the  Mamalukes^ 
\^ho  were  then .  in  poffeffion  of  Egypt  ^/    Their  Soltan,  ix. 
the  time  king  lie:wU  landed  and  made  himfelf  mafler  of  Da* 
rnieta,  was  j4l  Mdt^  Al  Salehi^  who  died  of  a  mortification 
in  his  thigh  before  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign ;  hk 
fon  and  fucceflbr  bekig  at  a  diftance,  the  army  was  com- 
manded by  Phachro'ddm  Othman ;    but,  before  the.  lalt  en- 
gagement,   the  young  Soltan  Al  Make  Al  Moaddhani  was 
come  to  the  army,  and  his  favourites  having  obferVed  to  him 
that  he  was  a.  king  only  in  name,  and  that  the  power  was  in 
the  old  SSoIiana  Shajro'lDorra^  and  a  few  of  the  emirs  who 
w'ere  Id  her  confidence,  they  advifed  him  to  treat  with  the 
monarch-  of  ihtFrAfiks^  that,  by  recovering  D^I»2i^/<^,  and 
putting  ao  ej^  to .  the  war,  he  might  eftabliih  his   owft 
power  ^ 
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\  ife,  ykddiiig  to  Aek  perfualiops,  -cutered.  iolp  Ji  rOegotU*  A//7i«  « 
iioo  with  Z>w//,  and  agreed,  that  he  ihould  (urji^dcr/tjta^  treaty 
pdeia  in  confideration  of  his  own  Ubeity,  and  pay  a  nuliioB  'with  th§ 
of  pieces  of  gold  for  the  ranfom  of-thie  other  ^ly^oDj^z^.'^^^fi^^^s^ 
which  terms  it  was  added,  that  there  fconld  be  peace  betw^'''^^'^''''' 
Ae  Cferiftians  and  Mohawmedans  Ut  Syria,  .as  ycell  ^g.  ]^  ^''  ^'^^9 
^&ih  for  tea  ye^rs, ,  This  negotiation  ended,  and  on  K\it!^^^^^ 
point  of  being  carried  into  execution,  Sbajro'l  Darra  ^and£fy^ 
the  principal  emirs  having  intdllgence;  of  what  \ras  intended^ 
engaged  part  of  the  army  to  revolt,  and  murdered  th^  un-t 
fortunate  Al  MahcSMoaddhemi  under  the  vecy  eyes-of  JiiR 
?oyal  prifoner,  who,  with  thofe  .abont  him,  was  very/aeaf 
fliaring  the  (ame  fate  **.    However^  when  things  were  a  attle[ 
fetded,    thefe  great  lords,  and  Pkares  Mtai^  whom  they, 
raifed  to  the  rank  of  Soltan,  ratified  the  treaty,. whi<ih.wat 
performed  With  great  punftuality ;  for  Lnxds  underl%i'di«^ 
that  they  were  deceived  in  the  tale  of  the  money,/ an4  hjuj- 
received  a  confiderable  fum  fhort,  he  was  fo  far  from  avail- 
ing himfdf  of  the  fr;iud,  that  he  canned  it  immediately  ^  b«. 
made  good/,  tho'.  in  order  to  do  it  he  was  obliged  to  Jbor- 
rpw  the  naoney  from  the  knight^  teuvplars.  ■'.  This  do^Ci  ^d(L 
I)«iM>/a  beiBg  evacuated  by  his  troops,  the  king,  with  hit,      ,    .^ 
queen  and  his  two  brothers,  and  about  fix  thoufand: me|y     '" 
which  was  eftecaaed .  about  a  fixth  part  of*  the,  forces  ^J^^ 
brought  into  Egyj^t,  iJmbarked  oajboard  th^.galli^-.ot  ^h^ 
Cmoefey  and  Wfsarc  fafely  tranfpor ted  to  the  po^it  oi^Acon^^ 
Syria  ^ ;  all  hopes  of  making  any  impr^effion  in  Egyft  being; 

The  wifeft  perfons  who  were  about  the  king  difeppiweftije^y?^^ 
his  conduft  in  going  from  Egy^t  into  Syria,  .more  efpecially/it*  of  airs 
wh^n  they  found  him  bent  upon  remaining  there^a^d  ap-/i/ Syria, 
pl^ag  himfclf  with  as  touch  afliduity  to  the  affairs- of  tbut'^^^^' 
coaptry,  gs  if  they  had  really  beeii  bisown  conceri^;-  they  '^^  ^V 
riemonftrated  to  him  freely,  that  his  own  kingdom  was  the  ^'^'* 
proper  fphere  of  aftipn  for  his  gr^at  virtues;  and  that,  while:? ^^? 
he  was  fo  aftive  and  diligent  in  cpmpofing  quarrels,  redreff^-f^iw- 
m  gricvaacctf,  J?ebail(Mng  fortreffes,  and  forming  alUanccs,' 
'^Syrisi,  /ra «r^  f^ffered  feverely  from  his  abfence,  and  thf.  .* 

truce  of  England  being  oea  the  point  of  ^termining,  bis  fub« 
j«as  would  be  ^Xpofed  to  the  hazard  of  a  war  at  home, 
whijft  he  was  cxh^nfti^  thieir  force  and  wealth  for  the  bene- 
fti-cif  o«hei?aabjp2Ki>.*h    To  this  thfc  king  oppofed  his  duty 
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its  a  Chiiftiaa  monarchy  the  honour  of  performing  fome* 
thing  worthy  of  his  rank  and  dignity  in  fuch  an  expedition] 
and  the  broken  condition  of  the  Chriftian  principalities  m 
thofe  parts  ;  to  which  he  added,  that  the  prudence  of  the 
queen-tnother's  conduft,  iand  the  courage  of  the  barons,  re- 
Ceved  him  from  all  apprehenfions  as  to  the  interruption  of 
domeftic  quiet,  or  the  confcquence  of  an  invafion  from  Eng^ 
land.    In  this,  howerer,  he  was  a  little  too  fanfeuine,  for 
the  news  of  his  imprifonmetit  had  thrown  his  hereditary  do- 
minions into  great  confufion,  and,  together  with  lother  rf^' 
fliftions,  had  fo  wrought  upon  the  health  and  f^lrits  of 
quein  Blanch,  that  little  of  her  former  corfdttft  appeared  inf 
her  adminiftration  *.     She  had  fufFered  an  apoftate  monk,* 
who  was  afterwards  fufpe(5Ved  to  aft  as  a  fpy  for  tjie  Soltan 
df  BgyPt,  to  preach  a  new  kind  of  croifade  for  the  deliver- 
t&ee  of  the  king  out  of  captivity,  by 'which  he  aflcmblef 
near  one  hundred  thoufend  people  of  low  rafik^  to  whom  be 
ga?e  the  appellation  of  (hepherds.     It  quickly  appeared  thcj 
might,  with  greater  propriety,  •  have  been  filled  wolves ;  for 
inftead  of  living  as  they  did  at  firft  by  alms,  as  fgon  as  they 
A.  D.    8f^^  ftriong  enough  to  force  them,  they  demanded  contrlbu-- 
1^52.     ttens,  which  ended  in  a  civil  war,  by  which  ^hey  were  partly 
difperfed,  and  partly  extirpated  K    This,  with  the  remorfe 
olf  having  executed  two  perfons  as  fpreaders  of  falfe  news,' 
ifrho  firft  reported  the  king  was  made  prifoner  in  Egypt, 
MiSted  the  q«een  regent  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  broke  her' 
heart.     iShe  took,  a  little  before  her  death,  the  habit  of  a  re-; 
ligious  order,  and  was  baried  in  a  monaftcry  of  her  owq 
foundation,  with  all  the  demonftrations  of  profound  forrow 
^  "and  fincere  efteem,  that  the  nobility,   clergy,  and  people,^ 
/      ;    cduld'give.     This  melancholy  event  had  a  very  untoward'  : 
^*;    *^'  ^'efieft  on  the  affairs  of  France,   and  obliged  thofe,  upofl 
*'    .whom  the  adminiftration  devolved,  to  fend  the  inoft  preffiog* 
.  ,.'   •  rcmonftrances  to  the  king  to  return,  without  further  delay, 
into  his  dominions,  where  his  prefence  was  abfolutely  necef- 
'.'.  '  fary  ^. 
Vpou  th§       'THfi  king  received  the  news  of  his  mother's  death  with 
death  of     the  moft  fcnfible  regret:   but  his  confort  queen  Margaret  . 
queen        was  very  eafily  confoled,   for  the  old  queen  had  kept  her  fo 
Blanch,     Oftuch  under,  that  (he  was  hot  difpleafed  to  be  free  from  her' 
/«ifj  «rr.  reftraint.     Lewis,  convinced  by  the  reafons  afligned  in  the 
foluthn     remonftrance  before-naentioned,  determined' to  return;  but  * 
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he  exeptited  this  r^lutioa  wUh  great  ddibcratbn.    Helefit«/*ev/«r«* 
all  the  places  th«  GhriftlanS'  ftill  held  in  Syria  in  a  proper '>^>>^  . 
.ftate  of  defence ;  be  placed,  in  them  garrifons  of  his  oma  France, . 
troops,  and  diftributed  his  money  freely*  by  which  be  ao 
quired  very  juftly  the  title  of  the  father  of  the  Chriflians  K 
Thek  precautions  t^iken,  he  embarked  at  Jcpn  on  the  a4th 
of  ^H//\vith  a  fquadron  of  fojurteen.fail.    He  took  the 
illaad  of  Cyprus  ia  his  route,  and  was  in  great  danger  npoo     <  *^   . 
.thofe  coaftsj  arrived  in  his  own  dominions  about  the  mid-     ^^zv 
die  of  July,  and  made  bis  entry  into  Paris  the  begpuiniqg  c{       ^ 
the  month  of  September.  >  HeiliU  wore  the  crofs  on  hia  up- 
per garment,  appeared  grave  or  rather  difconfolate,  obferved 
great  regularity  in  his  court,,  but  affected  in  his  dreft  and 
madners  rather  the  plginnefs  of  ^  private  man  than  the 
ftate  of  a  great  prince  '^.     Thibaut  U*  Ming  oi  Navarre^,  and 
count  oS: Champagne  and  Brie^  having  demanded  his  daughr 
ter  Ifc^belm  marriage,  he  readily  confeated  to  it,  after  fettlipg 
the  difpute  between  him  and  the  countefs  of  Bretagne, 
Henry  III.  of  England^  being  at  this  time  in  Gafcony^  Was. 
defirous  of  payi^ig  him  a  vifit,  and  was  received  with  great 
pomp  at  Paris f  Where  Beatrix^  countefs  dowager  of  Pr^ 
vence,  had  the  Angular  felicity  of  embracing  her  four  daugh- 
ters>  the  queens  of  France  and  England^  and  the  counteffeai 
oEjinjou  said  Corrmall  ».    Henry  entertained  the  king  with 
great  fplendourat  the  temple,  where  he  took  up  his  lodg* 
ings,  and  where  l^evfis  would  have  yielded  him  the  place  of 
hooour,  if  he  had  ;iot  abfolutely  refufed  it;  the  king  like- 
wife  entertained  him  very  fumptuoufly,  and,  when  he  would 
kave  retired  in  the  evening,  told  him  he  was  mafter  in  his 
Qwa  houfe,  and  he  was  refolved  to  have  him  one  night  in 
his  power  «•    He  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  Henry's  frankneff 
and  condefcenfion,  that  he  could  not  help  (aying  at  fupper» 
•*  I  would  willingly  reftore  you  Normandy,  and  all  yoUr  do- 
«*  minions^  but  that  is  a  thing  to  which  the  twelve  pecra 
^*  and  barons  of  my  kingdom  will  never  confent."    After 
9  week's  ftay,  Henry  fet  out  for  Boulogne,  and  Lewis  accom- 
panied him  the  firft  day's  journey.     The  truce  was  fooa 
after  renewed  between  the  two  crowns  ^, 

The  king  laboured  with  inceflant  diligence  to  correft  ^pp/ies  . 
abufes,   to  pacify  difputes  of  every  kind,  and  to  promote  ^'^^ 
peace  throughout  his  kingdom;  and,  in  order  to  thisi  i^'^tbgreat 
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MHginei   fo^ufttmetf  itek.  vory  frtigular  methods.    As  ibr  ttiihnci; 
/#4v|f«£t/«  whea  the  coontefs  do^vager  of  Pr&uente,  the  queen's  mo- 
sU'thMigf  ther,<^:akid  the.conat  of  Jrij^u,  his  own  brother,  confetrted 
in  his      to-abBeby  his  dodfion,  in  refpcft  lo certain ca(Hes  which 
w" '      *®y  ^*  cbitncd,  he'  decreed  that  the  count  ftould  ptir- 
f^f'  ^**^  thiem,  and*  at  the  fame  time  gave  him  the  money?. 
•r^^  in  *^  '^^^^  ^  ^^^*  defirotts  of  termiaating  whatever  difpotts 
hijMiicg.  i>^f^^  ^th  his  netghbours*    With  f  his  view  he  condaded 
'     ^     *  a  treaty  with  the  kiag  of  Arragm^  and  not  long  after  with 
Venry  UL  of  EnglMdy  to  wt^  he  yeiided  the  Limujm, 
^peitdy  Perigopdy  tpd  feme  other  plaees,  in  coiafidmtldA 
that  himfelf  and  hit  fon  prince  Bdtfsrd  renounced,  in  the 
faUeft  manner,  all  their  preteafiofis  to  Normandy,  "Aigm, 
Main^f  Touraine,  znA  Pritau.    This  comprdo^  was  eqiftl- 
ly  iatisfa£lory  to  the  two  kings,  and  dH'a^eeable  to  both 
nations ;  the  Bngli/b  thought  tlveir  monarch  had  facrificed  iui 
pretenfions  for  a  trifle,  and  the  French  looked  upon  that 
trifle  as  abfoktely  thrown  away  ^    His  elded  fon  and  hdr, 
F*    prince  Lswii,  dying,  the  king  xronduded  %  match  Ibr  priocA 
"  ^'    PhHi^,  who  was  now  become  the  ddeft.  With  the  pHflofi 
of  Jrragon,  who  had  been  intended  for  his  brother,  afii 
by  this'  alliance  feoired  the  peace  ^  his  dominion  on  thit 
iide* 
Hisiro'     '  Thb  repneation  of  this  monarch  for  candour  and  jufficc 
thir         waa  fo  great)  that  the  barons  of  England,  as  Welt  a9  Hifky 
Charles    til.  coinfented  readily  to  make  bim  the  umpire  of  thofetSf- 
of  Anjou,  ferences  which  hafd  produced  a  civil  war.    This  (bme  of  ft* 
^/r/tfr/j/     ftettci  writers,  not  Without  caufc,  reprefent  as  one  of  thi 
^^g  of  the  ^^  gi(^iou9  tranfaftions  of  his  reign.    The  king  acctpid  \ 
|.^*^^^j^  the  reference,  and  heard  both  parties  feiriy  and  codly:  hiJ 
pope/       dedfioA  was,  that  the  proceediiiga  ^  Oxford  wett  fo  ifick' 
cent  towards  a  crowned  head,  that  they  ought  to  be  cofi« 
fideitd  as  null  and  void;  bat  he  decreed,  at  the  fiafie  tiioe, 
that  the  king  (hoold  -flt-iftly  obferve  the  greit  charter,  ilo<! 
not  violate,  on  any  prttence,  the  liberties  and  intmoritid 
granted  to  his  f(lbje6ts  '.     This  determination,  fair  enodgb 
m  itfdf,  waa  conftrued  by  both  parties  in  their  evm  fettfe* 
Henry,  and  thofe  who  continued  (km  tp  him,  highly  tp' 
prcAntd  if,  as  reftoring  the  king  to  hisr  former  ftate  and  Ag- 
ility; bat  Sirmn,  carl  of  Lticejler,  the  fon  of  the  ftawrt 
oouift:  de  MDntfort,  wAo  had  been  general  of  the  crdiftit 
againft  the  Mbigeois,  affirmed  this  dedfion  was  in  their 
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.favour,  fincc  it  confirmed  the  great  cferter,  aiid  obGgcd 
the-  king  to  perform  its  contents,  which  was  all  that  was 
jumed  at  by  the  proceedings  in  the  aHemrbly  at  Oxford:  and 
thus  the  good  intentions  of  Lewis  •  were  fruftrated,  and  this 
difpute  once  more  tcferred  to  the  fword  '.  In  the  affair  of 
the  pope's  conferring  the  kingdom  <^  the  Two  Sicilies  upon 
his  brother  the  count  oi  Anjou^  the  king  was  rather  paffive ; 
'  and^ indeed,  it  was  fuch  a  kind  of  grant  as  a  prince,  of  fo 
great  probity  as  Lewis  certainly  was,  could  hardly  approve. 
The  pope  had  before  offered  it  the  king  for  one  of  his  own 
childrto,  which  |ie  abfolutely  refufcd,  and  the  pontiff*  there-  • 
upon  beftowed  it  on  prince  Edmund,  fon  to  the  king  of 
England';  but  the  fituation  of  things  in  that  kingdom,  put- 
ting it  out  of  the  young  prince's  power  to  avail  himfelf  of 
this  grant,  the  pope,  who  knew  Charles  of  j^njou  to  be  a 
pippper  inftrument  of  his  refentment,  as  having  a  high  degree 
of  fierce  or  rather  brutal  carriage,  transferred  the  title  to 
him  ".     This  title,  fuch  as  it  was,  arofe  thus  : 

Thb  popes,  perpetual  enemies  to  the  houfe  of  Suabidy  had  Charles 
iieprived  the  emperor  Frederick  II.   of    thefe  kingdoms. /^^/ <»^Mr 
MaO^roi^  his  baftard,  had  ufurped  them  froih  his  nephew  '*^*  Italy, 
Cmradiiie,  the  fole  heir  of  the  hotffe  of  Suahia^  and  paid  f^^^f'l^  . 
Btlte  regard  to  the  pretcnfions  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  not  only  ^^^^^^ 
dJfd^ming  all  homage  to  the  pope;  but,  in  refentment  ^^f^dine^'S^ 
'the  proTDcatiqns  received  from  him,  had  made  incurfions  in-  ^ajbich  ht 
to  the  p^pal  territory.     It  was  this  that  induced  pope  Vr-  acquires 
ban  to  make  a  tender  of  the  crown  to  the  count  of  AnjoUy  the  crwtnu 
and  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remove  the  many  obfta*  * 
cks  that  lay  iq  the  way  of  this  prince's  intended  expedition ; 
♦but  before  this  could  be  done  he  died.    His  fuccefibr,  Clement 
IV.  profecytcd  the  fame  plan  ;  and  thg'  he  found  Charles  in 
circumftances  very  unequal  to  fo  arduous  an  undertaking^. ' 
and  both  the  Wng^  and  queen  of  France  very  cold  in  promot- 
ing it,  yet,  by  an  afflduous  application,  and  the  praftice  of 
all  the  arts  for  which -^WTJ^  has  been  everfamous,  and  par- 
ticuhirly  by  proclaiming  a  croifade  in  favour  of  this  new 
Idng  of  his  creation,   he  put  him  at  length  tn  a  condition  to 
attack  Mainfroi  with  a  numerous  force  ^.     Charles  feconded 
the  views  of  the  pope  wth  all  poffible  vigour,  defeated  his 
competitor  in  the  plains  of  Bene^yentunty  where  he  was  flain 
upon  thcfpot,  quickly  gained  pofleffionof  both  the  kingdoms 
which  rile  pope  had  given  him,  and  fliewed  himfelf  refcdved 
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'to  fliaintaia  thein  by  the  fame  violent  methods  by  which  they 
bad.been  acquired.   The  young  Conradim,  feeing  the  ufurper 
(Iain,  endeavoured  to  vindicate  his  rights^  and  had  quickly 
a  very  formidable  army,  compofed  partly  of  the  friends  to 
his  family^  bat  chiefly  of  the  enemies  to  the  French.     How- 
.  ever,  the  fortune  and  the  experience  of  Charles  prevailed ; 
.Conradiiie  was  beat  in  a  decifive  engagement,  taken  prifoner, 
and  by  a  fhamefui  aA  of  cruelty  put  to  death,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  thofe  who  (tiled  themfelves  a  court  of  joftlce.    la 
thi$  manner  Charles  fixed  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  the  Two 
,  Sicilies t  and  gave  rife  to  what  the  French  ftile  the  Hrft  hoale 
'  of  Anjou^  for  reafons  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiil'ory,  will 
appear"^. 
g^  All  this  time  Lewis  was  employed  in  fettling  the  af&irs 

l^^wls  ^0.  of  bis  kingdom  and  of  his  family,  and  was  equally  attentive 
tert  0«  a  •  to  the  general  fyllem  of  policy,  by  which  his  realm  ought  at 
«no  cr9i'  all  times  to  be  governed,  and  the  particular  cafes  and  events 
fade^  and  that  fell  out  in  his  own  time.     He  framed  a  code  of  laws, 
Ses^  hefwe  which  bear  the  title  of  the  eftabliftiment  of  St.  Lewis  s  he  re- 
t^  city  ?/*duced  into  order  the  policy  of  cities  and  great  towns,  which 
'Tf  ^^^ '"   ^^  *"  great  confuflon  ^  :   he  contrived,  or  caufed  to  be 
^^^      contrived,  thofe  rules  and  regulations,  in  refpeft  to  tradef- 
men  and  artificers,  which  have  fublifted  everfince:  he  mar- 
,j:ied  his  children,  and  affigned  them  fui table  proviflons  for 
their  fubfiftence,  without  prejudice  to  the  crown  :  he  pur- 
ciiafed  and  united  to  his  domain  feveral  lordfhips,  the  own- 
.  crs  of  which  were  the  laft  heirs  of  their  refpeftive  families  * : 
'    he  determined  the  cjaims  that  fome  of  the  nobility  had  upon 
.  .t^e  crown;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  neither  he  or 
they  made  any  fcruple  of  his  being  judge  in  his  own  caufe; 
and  it  is  no  wonder,  for,  if  the  matter  was  but  doubtful,  he 
decided  againil  himfelf,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Matthew  de  Trie, 
who  claimed  the  county  of  Daminartin^  as  heir  to  Matilda, 
couutels  of  Boidogne^  in  which  he  condemned  himfelf  to  re- 
{lore  it,  though  it  Iwd  been  united  to,  the  crown :   be  com- 
^  promifed  a  difpute  between  the  kings  oi  England  and  Ak- 

uarre^  about  the  town  of  Bayonne;  and,  inftead  of  availing 
himfelf  of  the  troubles,  he  was  continually  interpofing  his 
good  offices  with  all  his  neighbours;  and  tho'  this  proceeded, 
in  fomc  meafure,  from  his  difpofitipn,  yet  he  made  it  appear 
to  be  good  policy,  according  to  hrs  maxim,  that  a  reputa- 
.^on  for  probity  and  difintereftednefs  created  an  authority 
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thai  \i^  riol  to  be  overthrown  *.     It  is  certain  thati  by  tbi? 
means,  he  maintained  his  dominions  in  peace,  reformed  the 
difbrders  df  the  ftale,  and  brought  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom into  very  good  order.     All  this  was  with  a  view  to  a 
new  crcdfade^  which,  after  bis  brother  was  fettled  in  Sicily^ 
the  king  undertook;  and  his  example  was  fo  powerful,  thatj 
beiides  his  three  Tons,  and  his  nepheW  the  count  of  Artois^ 
tnofl  of  the  great  lords  of  his  court  embraced  it;     He  cm- 
barked  again  at  :Sguei  M»rUs  on  the  firft  of  July^  and,  by 
the  couofel  of  the  king  of  5/Wfy,  dbefted  his  courfe  for 
Africa^  and   landing  on  the  cbaft  oi  Barbary^  made  him-    -^^  P* 
felf  mafter  of  Carthage,  and  prepared  for  the  fiege  of  Tunis^     itjo* 
the  king  of  which,  who  was  zMohdrfimedan,  had  promifed  him 
to  become  a  Chriftian,  but  did  not  keep  his  word  ^.     Ther6^ 
the  plague  infefted  his  army,   of  which  many  pcrfons  of 
dlAinflion  and  multitudes  of  jprivate  men  di^d,  and  at  length 
the  king  himfelf,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Augufi,  in  the  fifty* 
fiKth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  rhe  forty-fourth  of  his  reign : 
he  fpcnt  the  hft  hours  of  his  life  in  diftating  inflruftions  to  ' 
his  ton  Philips  whidi  are  excellent  in  then-  kind  *  <I)i 

Tkfi 
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(I)  The  diftrent  qualities  gain  have  thought  him,  witb 
^  Lewis  IXi  are  fuch  as  were  eiqual  jullicc,  a  hero.  His  two 
fcarce  ever  onitefl  in  one  prince,  foreign  expeditions  were  cer- 
which  is  the  reafon  that  authors,  tainly  founded  upon  maiims  of 
who  have  confidered  him  In  policy,  as  well  as  piety,  how- 
fingle,  tho'  in  different,  points  ever  he  might  be  miftakcn. 
of  Jlght,  have  given  him  incon-  He  flicWed  equal  prudence  and 
fiHenc,  and  even  oppofite,  cha-  firmnefs  in  fecuring  Damietai 
rafters  (i).  He  was,  without  his  intrepidity  in  battle  was,  to' 
doubt,  ver^  obedient  and  fub-  the  full,  as  confpicubus  as  his 
niffive  to  the  queen  his  mother^  patience  after  his  defeat.  Itl 
very  familiar  with  his  Servants,  fliort,  his  courage  was  of  a  very 
and  withal  very  devotit,  fo  as  pecuharkihd,  without  at)y  tine-* 
to  fpcnd  a  great  part  of  every  tare  of  fiercenefs,  which  (hewed 
day  in  publie  or  in  private  itfelf  on  every  great  and  mo- 
prayers.  We  find  him  from  .  inemoosocckfiOn:inaword,htf 
hence  cpnfidercd  a)  a  mild,  was  ever  at  the  command  ot 
harmlefs,  fuperftiiious  prince,  his  reafon,  but  was  never  fub- 
wbo  had  the  obtaining  the  tide  fervient  to  his  pafiions  (3);  Hift 
of  Saint  in  view,  which  he  ac-  abilities,  as  a  politician,  ari 
«Dmpiifhed  (z).     But  others  a-  apparent  ill   his    treaty    with' 
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Philipthe  The  kjng  of.  Sicily  arrived  with  his  fleet  and  army  m- 
Hardy  mediately  after  his  brother's  deceafe,  which  chahged  th^ 
fucceedst    face  of  affairs,  and  feved  th^  remains  oi  the  Fr^ench  troops,. 

Philip, 


yames,  king  6f  Arragour  on  the 
marriage  of  his  Ton  T'bilip  with 
the  daughter  of  that  prince, 
when  he  adjufled  at  oncte,  in 
an  amicable  manner,  the  per- 
plexed claims  of  both  crowns, 
which  had  created  frequent 
wars  between  their  prcdecef- 
fors,  and  which,  but  for  this 
treaty,  mull  have  had  the  like 
cfFe£l  with  refpedt  to  their  foc- 
ceffors.  His  probity  was  no 
Jcfs  remarkable  in  his  behavi- 
our to  Henry  HI.  of  England ^ 
to  whom  he  reilored  much,  and 
would  have  reftored  more,  if 
hi»  nobility  had  not  reftrain- 
ed  him  (4).  Thofe  who  treat 
him  as  a  weak  man,  and  a 
feeble  prince,  know  not  what 
they  fay.  It  is  true  that  his 
neighbours  flood  in  no  fear  of 
his  ambition,  but  It  was  becaufe. 
they  confided  in  his  j.uflice;  and 
on  many  occafions  lie  gave  law 
to  them,  not  in  right  of  his 
power,  but  of  that  authority 
which  he  had  acquired  by  his 
equity,  which  be  never  violat- 
ed or  betrayed,  in  the  greatefb 
or  in  the  fmallcft  inftance  (5,), 
His  zeal  for  religion,  though,  it 
carried  him  into  two  crpifades, 
did  not  render  him  the  dupe 
of  prieils,  or  a  flave  to  the 
popes;  on  the  contrary,  he 
conflrained  his  clergy  to  dif- 
charge  their  duties,  and  he  fixed 
on  a  folid  bafis  the  liberties  of 
the.  Galilean  church.  He  was 
canonized  by  Boniface  VIII. 
in  the  month  of  Juguft  1 297, 
and  Lenjoif  XII f.  procured  the 


day,  dedilbated  to'  his  honour, 
to  be  declared  a  general  feafl  of 
the  church  (6).  By  his  queen 
Margarety  daughter  of  Raymond 
Berittger,  count  of  Provence,  he 
had  eleven  children,:  fix  fons 
and  five  daughters.  Lewis, 
the  eldefl,  died  at  the  ago  of 
fixteen,  and  was  interred  at  5/.*. 
Denis ;  Fhilipj  who  fucceed* 
ed  his'  father  in  the  throne  > 
John^  who  died  a  child  f 
Jobttf  fornamed  Urifian^  bora 
at  Damietay  when  his  father 
was  a.  prifoner  amongft  thr 
infidels,  efpoufed  Fiolante  of 
Burgumfyf  cottntefs  of  Nevers^ 
died  at^  the  fiege  of  Tunis  ^ 
Peiery  count  of  Alenfon^  who  c- 
fpoufed  Joanna^  cofintefs  of 
BloiSf  whodeceafed  in  1283^ 
Roberty  count  de  Ckmtonf,  who 
efpoufed  Beatrix,  heireis  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  his  fon  i*w/> 
de  Clermont  was  created  duke 
of  Bourbon  by  Charles  the  Fair 9 
with  this  remarkable  claufe  i» 
the  preamble  of  his  patent,  "  I 
'*  hope  that  the  defcendents  of 
''  the  new  duke,  will  contribute 
*'.  by  their  valour  to  fupport  the 
"  dignity  'of  the  crown  <7)." 
Of  the  daugjkters,  the  eldeft,. 
Blanch,  died  at  three  years  old;. 
r/abella,  the  fecond,  efpoufed 
7'^7^fl«/, .  king  oiNasvarre,  and 
deeeaied  without  children ; 
Blanch,  born  at  Jaffa  in  Syria, 
'became,  the  wife  of  the  royal 
infant  Ferdinand  de  la  Cerda^ 
whofe  children  were  excluded 
from  the,  throne  of  Caftile  by 
their  uncle  Don  Sancho  i  Mar* 


,    (4)  Pautus  Mnnlius  </#  rebuM  geflts  Francenm: 


{^)  p.  J^iamtL 

parity 


C  4.^  the  tiifiory  of  trzhOti  57t 

PhiRp^  who  was  in  the  tWenty-fixth  year  of  his  kg^,  irtim^-  andbnvgs 

aiately  affumed  the  title  and  ftate  of  king,    received  \^^  hack  the 

homage  6f  the  monarchs  of  Sicily  and  Hdvdrre,  for  the  fiefs  ^^^^i^^  of 

tfaey  held  in  France^  and,  notwithftanding '  the  ravages  flill  **^^^^^y 

inade  by  thfe  plague,  kept  the  field  iagainfl:  the  Moors^  and  ^^    ^dntc. 

put  fo  good  a  face  on  things,'  that  he  received  in  /Ifrlc  the 

itirname  Of  the  Hardy^  which,  from  his  fubfequent  conduft  . 

in  Europe^  he  would  hardly  have  attained  *•.     However,  in  a 

little  time  he  was  confined  to  his  bed"  by  ficknefs ;  fo  that 

the  command  devolved  on  Charles  and  Thibaut,    kings  of 

Sicily  and  Na'oarte.     They  defeated  the  king  of  Tunis  ill 

two  or  three  etigagements,  and  afterwards  prepared  to  be- 

fiege  the  place  in  earneft,  though  the  king  of  Sicily  had  all 

along, treated  privately   With  the  infidels  ;  and  at  lengthy 

With  king  Philip's  confent^  concluded  a  treaty  with  them* 

The  king's  motive  to  this  was '  the  prefling  inftances  made 

hy  th^  regents,  Matthew  vhhot  of  St.  Denis,  and  Simofi  de 

Clermont  count  of  Nejle^  for  his  return.    ,By  the  treaty  the 

two  kings  Were  to  have  a  large  ftim  of  money,  under  colour 

of  paying  the  expences  of  the  war;-  the  king  of  Sicily  was 

to  have  five  years  tribute,  and  the  monarch  of  Tunis,  was  to 

piay  him  a  double  tribute  for  fiftecti  years  to  come :  there 

Was  Hfo  a  claufe  that  he  ftiould  perihit  the  Chriftian  mi/TH 

t>oaries  to  preach  in  his  dominions,  and  fuch  of  his  fubjefts 

fca^they  fhoilld  convert  to  be  baptized;  biit  this  was  purely 

tofavethe  honour  of  the  croifade,  and  without  any  great 

hopes  of  its  being  performed  •.    The  kings  then  embarked 

*  Aiinales  Francorum.    MEJSERAif.  •  Nic.  TftiVETl 
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fflf'rf,  wko  efpoafed  ^0/^  duke  lifetime  of  her  hufband,  yet 

ofBrahant;  Jgms,   who  was  the  king  of  £«^/««</ and  lord  of 

the  confort  of  Robert  II.  duke  Pons  fubmitted  a  difputeto  hef 

tf  Burgundy^    )by    whom,   a-  decifion ;  fo  did  Otho,  count  of 

inongft  other  children,  flie  had  Burgundy^  and  Philip,  cotint  of 

Margaret,  Who  efpoufed  Le<wis  Saiioy,  ai  alfothe  emperor  Ro^ 

Butin,  ahd  was  by  him  put  to  dolph,  and  the  fame  coutit  of 

death;  zxi^Joan^  who  was  the  Savoy.     She  died  ^t  Par  is  y  De^ 

confort  oi  Philip  deFalois{B),  member  20^  I3*5,  at  the  age  of 

^^iS^etk  Margaret  was  one  of  the  feventy-fix,  and  Was  buried  in 

inoft  beautiful,  and,  at  the  fame,  a  convent  of  Cordeliers^  which   . 

time,  one  of  the  moil:  virtuous  ihe  eredted,  and  in  which  (he 

and  prudent  princeiTes  of  her  lived     in     retirement     fifteen 

flge;  and  though  (he  had  little  years  (9). 
fcare  in  the  government,  in  the  ' 

(S)  l^  Ttliet,    Cbabvtn  (9)  Rmtit  dt  RqU  di  Trancu 
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thpir  artay  an*  proc;ee<Jcd  to  Sicily^  but  thcy  cw'ied^  t^c 
diflcmper  with  them,  of  which  iiumbers  ^pi  a^  tfaeir  fsr 
rival.  The  ki^g,  to  coqible  hi$  mdaadxoly,  i;e(alyed  tt> 
.  make  a  tour  through  //tx/y,  took  Rotn^  m  his  way,  aod,  aftipf 
Vifiting  znofl  of  the  remaijcable  places,  ^oter^d  ^  pwn  p^* 
ritories;  having  repofed  hxmfelf  foine  tlcQie  at  Ly(mSf  he  pro- 
A.  D.  fecuted  his  joyrncy  to  Paris ^  where  he  was  received  with 
1 27 1,  great  acclamations  of  joy,  Botwith^bndfqg  the  finiAer  e^^ais 
of  this  laft  and  moil  fa):al  of  ^li  th|e  crpifades ;  for  theifip 
the  king  loft  his  father,  his  brother,  the  cpunt^?  Nfvfrs%  ip 
SlAly  his  brother-in-law  the  kii^g  d^  Navarre^  hisqiwo  qqi^. 
fort  Ifabd  of  Arragon ;  his  fitfer  the  queen  of  iJayar^^^  v^ 
mediately  after  her  return  to  ISlarJei\k5  ;  his  upcle  t^  coopf, 
and  his  aunt  the  CQunte£s,  of  Poidtiers,  /m  th^eir  p^94ge  |l|rt* 
Ita^y^.  '         '  *   - 

He  compels  Aft  F.R  the  celebrf^fion  of  his  fatber!s  furjerfl  gt  Sf^  Pms, 
the  count  and  the  ceremony  of  his  own  corpq;^tion,  at  \yhich  t)ie  cpD%t 
de  Foix  /o  of  Art  on  carried  the  fword  of  CbarUm^gnff  the  kit^g  viQitied 
furrender  the  frontiers  o^i  the  fide  of  Flandtirs,  and  j>rogp()sd  aftierw4n|5 
at  difcre-  taking  polTeflion  in  pef fou  q^  the  counties  of  Proy^^  aii^ 
'a"* V^  7%0M/(?i(/^,  which  were  npw  unitf d  tq  the  crown,  i^thovs^ 
Vumhiihis  ^°y  ^^o"gh^s  of  a  militj^ry  e^ppditiqn.  TJ^js,  Uojvpiw,  If 
'vaffaL  ^*^  conftrained  to  undertake  48^*^^  one  of  his  v^flab,  wbi<^ 
nxiha  had  we  find  ourfelves  obliged  fp  relate,  hot  pnly  as  OQe  c^  d^ 
gi*ven  la<w  tnoft  remarkable  ^ftioiis  of  his  reign,  but  J^s  it  ffrvcs  to  ve^j^ 
to  ail  his  the  conflitution  of  France  at  tlii?  ^ime  ^. .  The  law  GOjidc  by 
fredecef'  St.  I.<rxt;/j,  for  preventing  private  wars,  was  ib-idtly  esteemed 
firs.  within  the  royal  domain;  but  the  royal  vaffals  held  it  as  a 

great  prerogative  to  decide  tjiejr  difpu^es  like  forereigas'by 
the  fword.  The  count  of  Armagnac  had  takea  fame  oSbace 
at  the  lord  of  Cafaubon^  and,  after  the  ufual  prelude  of  defi- 
ances, came  with  ^  great  nniiiberK>f  his  friends  to  ioifult  him 
in  his  caftle;  upon  this  the  lord  oiCafituhoti  fallied  out,  beat 
the  count  of  Armagnac^  and  killed  his  brother,  Thel^tter^ 
highly  irritated,  arid  greatly  allied,  fummqned  all*  his  relar 
tions,  and  amongft  the  reft  the  count  of  Foix^  to  his  aflSft- 
ance:  the  lord  pf  Cafauban,  fepng  the  party  very  lyiequal, 
demanded  the  royal  proteilioti,  furrende^edil^.his  f^^a 
into  the  kii^*s  hands,  yielded  himfelf  a  priiiqACrt  and  &b^ 
mitted  to  make  any  fatisfa^ion  that  the  kw  ihould  aviaixM 
upon  wbich  the  king  affigned  htm  the  caftle  of  Sotnpui^  o0 
his  own  domain,  for  the  refidenceof  himfeif,  bis&mly,  and 

f  Du  CHgsNS.      Nancius  in  gcftis  Philip  IIL      Annaley 
Francorom*  %  Nanoii  Chnnucon.     Gux.1  de  Podio.' 

P.  Daniel. 

friend^ 


Q^  4*  .  ^^  HiJlcYy  of  France.  ^7j 

frlen<fei  ^i1^  tfaie  caufe  cDffld  he  hiisard  \  The  c<ni6t  rf<*  /b/jr,' 
liotMrithftandfiig  this,  tdak  the  caftle,  and  carried  away  pri- 
ibdetir^l  who  were  in  it,  tKC^^x  the  lord  of  Cafauhotiy  who 
rtfilde  his  eftaipe.  For  this  cOrttempt  the  king  fummoned 
Wait  thrictf  to  appear,  sfnd  on  his  flighting  tbofe  citations 
nSafchad  with  <m  army  and  invfefted  the  caftle  of  Foix,  yiMch 
waS'lookedupGn  ae  impt^gnabie.  In  a  ihort  tJme,  however, 
thfe  Idng  reduced.the  count  and  his  garrifon  to  extremities, 
who  thereupory  o^red  to  capitulate.  Phitip  vfoxxld  grant 
llitti  no  other  terms  thafo  rendcfing'  this,  the  reft  of  his  for-  ^  ^ 
WdTcs,  and  himfelf,  at  difcretloft',  to  which  he  was  forced 
ttr  ftrbteait.  When  he  came  with  great  humility  to  throw  '^''^* 
iimfeif  at  the  king's  feet,  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  irf 
irons,  and  fent  prifonerto  Pdrisj  but  treated  the  cou'ntefs 
and  his  family  with  greafdvility..  After  a  year's  confine- 
ft^t  h^  lent  for  him  to  court,  admoniflied  him.  to  refpcft 
dife  law^,  and  to  lite  peaceably  'with  his  neighbours;  then 
Afkrifled'htm  to  his  own  houfe,  and  reftored  him  all  his 
fortrcflfts;  which  feafonable  aft  of  feverity  faved  him  any 
liroirtilc  of  thi^  kln^  during  the  reft  of  his  reign  >. 

T»E  d^ath  bf  Henry y  king  of  Navarr^^   gave  Philip  an  Marries 
epportumty  of  aggrandizing  his  fainrly,  which  he  did  not  bUfon  to 
i^eft.     That  princfe  left  by  his  queen>   the  diaughter  of '^^  ^^/'*^y^ 
Robert,  cotim  of  JrUis,   and  the  nieCe  of  St  Lewis,  anon-^^*" 
ly  datighter,  whom  Phittp  took"  under  his  proteftion,  with  ^^'J^' 
•intent*  to  marry  her  to"  his  eldeft  f5n  Phiiip,  but,  as  they         '''', 
yifke  reJated,  a  difpenfation  was  necenary ;  and  this  was  ve-  y^^^^^g  ^ 
heittently*  o'ppofed  by  the  kings  of*  Caftile  and  Arragon,   at  Edward  I. 
the  court  of  Rcnie,  -who  reprefented  to  the  pope,  that  Sicily,  0/  Eng- 
belng'  alr^dy  in  the  hands  of  a  French  prince,  it  wpuld  be  land, 
tery  anreafonable  to  put  it  in  the  fower  of  the  king  of 
France  to  add  Ncvbarrc  alfo  his  dominions,  more  efpccially 
a^'h*  pretended  aclaim  to  the  crown  of  Cafiile  k.     On  the    ^ 
(Jther  hand,'6^r^^ory'X:  to'  whom  Phittp  had  given  the  county 
dVenhiJIin  (of  whi<?h  the  fee  of  Rome  is  ftili  poffefled),  was 
vfery  defirous  to  gratify  the  king;  bur  that  he  might  keep 
foftie'meafures  with  other  princes,  he  granted  the  difpenfa- 
tfenfck-his  fecond  fon  Lv*tD/i;  which,  tho'with  fome  reluftancy, 
PWffjJ' accepted,  and  feht  the  count  of  Artois  with  a  Fretich 
^tttiy  into  Navarre:     After  this  provifion  for  his  younger    ' 
ftta  he'thdught  fit  to  marry  himfelf,  and  chofe  for  his  con- 
fort  one  (^  the  inoft  beautiful  princefTes  of  tnat  age,  Mary, 
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the  dailghtcr  of  the  duke  of  Brabant  ^    He  .celebrated  hi^ 

marriage  with  great  ipagnificence,  and,  to  the  (atisfa£lioQ 

\vhlch  this  gave  him,  he  added  another,  which  wa3  recdving 

the  homage  of  Edward,  king  oi  England,  for  tlje  lands  he 

held  in  France.     This,  however,  was  atteoded  with  a  cir? 

cumftance  not  altogether  fo  agreeable.    i>u;ix,  his  father, 

had  engaged  in  his  treaty  w}th  Henry  III,  that  if  the  coTinT 

try  of  Jgenais  reverted  to  the  crown,  it  ihould  be  jidded  to 

him  or  his  heirs ;  and  as  by  the  death  ot  th^  count  of  Poici 

tier4  it  was  reverted,  Edward  fXLt  in  his  claim.-    The  countrj 

^     '    was  in  itfelf  of  great  importance,  and.more  fo  from  its  fitua-r 

'^^^'     tion;  but  the  cafe  was  clear,  and  Piilip  caufed  the  king  ta 

be  put  in  poflefSori  of  it »»,     An  aft  of  juftice  th^t  fecured 

him  therfricndftiip  ofa  prince,  who,  in  aU  refpefts,  was  the 

moft  capable  of  giving^him  difturbance. 

Difgraces      j>mLip,  for  which  fome  hiftorians  reproach  him.,  was^ 

htifa^^U'  great  lover  of  peace,  aiad  laboured  all  he  could  to  prefervc 

B^^fi'  ^     ^^ '  y^^  ^^  ^*^  ^^*  *^  unconcerned  fpe^ator  cf  what  he,took 

nx)ho  ends   ^^  ^^  ^^  injuftice  done  to  his  nephews  the  infants  di  la  Cerdu, 

tis  days     of  which,  having  fpoken  largely  in  the  hiilory  oi  Spain,  \\ 

ignomini'  Is  unneceflary  to  dwell  upon  here".      On  this  account, 

tnjly  on  a  while  there  was  a  kind  of  rupture  between  the  kingdoms  oi^ 

^ibbet^       France  zxidi  Caftile,  in  confequence  of.  which  an  InfurreftioQ 

appeared  in  Navarre,  ap.  unlucky  event  in  France  fill^  the 

king  and  his  fubjefts  with  great  perplexity ;  Lewis,  his  ddeft 

fon  and  heir  apparent,  died  fuddeniy,  at  the  age  of  twelve 

years,  with  circumftances  that  created  a  fupicioa  of  poifon  ^^ 

Ohq  Peter  de  la  Brojfe,  who  had  been  about  the  perfoniof 

St.  Lewis,  but  in  no  higher  character  than  that  of  a  barber, 

bad  engrofled  the  favour  of  Philip,  who  raifed  him  to  the  poft 

of  high  chamberlain,  made  him  his  firft  ,and  almoft  fole 

minifler,  and  fuiFered  him  to  fill  all  empl.oymei)ts;  eccleCaAi? 

f:al  and  civil,  with  his  creatures  and  relatiqus.     This  maoi 

perceiving  that  the  king^  had  an  extreme  tendernefs  for  to 

young  wife;  took  umbrage  at  it,  and  either  raifed  or  ea«! 

couraged  a  rumour,  that  flie  had  protured  his  fon's  death, 

As.  this  made  Philip  exceedingly  uneafy,  h  Brqffe  put  it  intq 

his  head  to  confult  a  certain  nun  who  pretended  to  revdai 

tions.     The  king  fent  the  abbot  of  St.  Denis,  and  the  bifhcf 

•  pf^vrifwjc,  who  was,  the  brother  of /tf^r^'s  wife.  This  pre? 

late  got  firft  to  the  nun  and  drew  from  her  what  he  pleafed 

}n  corifeiTiofi,  fp  that  when  the  abbot  came  flie  would  fajf 
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DOthiflg.  The  king,  daiappointed  aad  difpleafed  at  the 
biihop's  report,  fent  other  pcrfons  in  whom  he  could  confide. 
to  the  nun,  who  then  anfwered  clearly  that  the  king  ought 
to  defpife  what  was  told  him  to  the  prejudice  of  his  confort, 
becaufe  it  was  falfe  p.     This  laid  the  foundation  of  la  Brof- 

fi^s  ruin,  who,  being  foon  after  charged  with  holdii^g  a 
private  corrcfpondence  with  the  king  of  Cajliley  and  betray- 

'  ing  bis  maAer's  iiscrets,  was  (ent  to  prifon^  and  his  family 
di%raQsd,  to  the  no  fmall  fatisfadion  of  th^  nobility  and  the 
people.  But,  being  afterwards  condemned  without  an  open 
trial,  and  the  duke  oi  Brabant  her  brother,  aind  two  or  three 
4;>ther  lords  of  her  party,  being  eye  witnefles  of  his  execu-  . 
tipn,  the  popular  tide  turned,  and  la  Projfe^  who  was  before 
thought  a  criminal  %  was  now  confidered  as  a  viftim,  to  the  , 

rcfentment  of  the  queen  and  her  family^  which  gave  the  king 
great  uneafinefs,  and  was  the  prelude  to  thofe  unfortunate 
events  that  embittered  the  remaining  part  of  his  life,  and  led 
Vim  from  one  misfortune  to  another  through  the  reft  of  his 
reign,  though  it  cannot  be  faid  that  be  contributed,  by  any 
aft  of  his  own,  to  the  bringing  on  of  thefe  difafters,  which,* 
as  they  belong  in  a  great  meafure  to  other  parts  of  our  hifto^- 
ry,  and  muft  be  there  treated  more  at  large,  we  fhall  men* 
tion  but  very  fuccinftly  here. 

The  fcverity  of  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had  not  only  7*-^^  revoh 
rendered  him,  but  his  famify,  odious,  to  a  great  part  oiYiisofthe/ub" 
fobjefts;  and  the  infolence  and  debauchery  of  the  French  i^^^  of 
troops  had  excited  an  irreconcileable  averfion  to  the  whole  ^^?'"'^*  ^ 
Badon.     At  tbe  fame  time,  the  immeafurable  ambidon  of^°^* 
Charles y  who  was  aftually  preparing  to  attack  the  emperor  ^^^^^^g. 
Michael  Paleologus,  and  was  fufpeftcd  to  have  an  eye  alfo'^^j'an^ 
to  the  German  empire,  raifed  a  general  diftafte  againft  him  Vcfpers. 
amongft  all  his  neighbours  ^     Pope  Nicholas  III.  was  of  this 
atimbci;,  and  had  conceived  worfe  impreffions  of  him  than 
*nyi  which  induced  him,  if  he  is  not  (landered  by  the  French 

-hiftorians,  to  concur  in,  if  not  to  contrive,  thefcheme  for  his 
deftruftion,  though  this  did  not  operate  till  immediately  after 
his  deceafe.  It  began  by  the  general  maflacre  of  the  French 
troops  in  Sicily y  on  the  evening  of  Eajler-Azyy  fo  famous  to 
all  pofterity  by  the  tiTmQoi.xY^  Sicilian  Vefpers^.  Don  A-^« 
Pedroy  king  oi  Arragon^  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  1282, 
Uainfroiy  fupported  the  Sicilians,  and  openly  claimed  the 
kingdom  in  her  right.  In  this  fituation  Charles  had  np  hope? 
but  from  France,  where  the  nobility  in  general  had  a  great 
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^ff^ion  for  him,  and  very  readily  offered  to  furnilh  trbopsr 
for  his  fupport,  to  which  the  king  confeoted'.     Pope  Mirtin^ 
who  had  fucceeded  MVfc&i,  was  alfo  entirely  m  theidtereft 
pf  Charles,  who  might  probably  have  rccbvered  hia  ktpgdcMttf 
if  he  had  not  been  amufed  by  Don  Pedro^s^  challenging  iAm 
to  decide  their  difputes  by  a  perfonal  combat  at  Botirdeaax^ 
Vfhlch  Charles,  who  wanted  not  courage,  bnttathcBhad  too 
much,  accepted ;  and  Don  Pedro,  as  we  have,  (hewn  in  it%. 
poper  jrface,  having  very  adroitly  f^vcd  hia  honour  aiMi  a* 
voided  the  combat,  profecuted  the  war  with  all  the  advan*^ 
tage  that  this  addrefs  gave  him  \     The  pope>  z^oi»  fa<» 
Charles,  excommunicated  the  king  of  y^rr^z^o«,  and  gave  his 
dominions  to  which  of  Ms  younger  foas  the  king  of  Franc f 
jfhould  be  pleafed'  to  name,  who  was  to  hold  them  as  a  vaflajt 
to  the  Roman  fee  ".     Philip,  flattered^  by  this  propofal^  de- 
clared hjsfon  Charles  de  Valois  king  oiArragim  zxihValerntia^ 
apd  count  of  Barcelona;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ftirn3het£ 
his  uncle  Charles  with  a  fleet  and  forces  for  tlje  recovery  of 
his  dominions,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  with  an  intent  to  fpt  his  fon,  of  the  fame  namcj  updo^ 
the  throne  of  Arragon.     Projefta  fptendid^  and  f^oeious,  if 
th?y  had  been  but  prafticable  **'• 
Philip  in*     Charles  had  left  his  fon  of  the  fame  name^  and  who, 
^fl^«  Ca- fr<5Df^  an  accident  that  befel  him,  was.furqHmed;(!n$/zc'^/  the 
talonia.     Lame,  in  Sicily,  with  ftrift  orders  to  aft  on  the  dcfcnfive, 
takes  Gi-  and  to  rifle  nothing  till  his  arrival  with  the  fdccoors  that  he 
Tonne.flWwas  embarking  2X  Marfeilles :   but  the  young  prince,  pro* 
Jies  in  his  voked  by  the  Jrragonefe  fleet,  broke  through  his  father's  in- 
f^treat  at  ftruftions,  was  defeated,  and- taken  prifoner;  which,  dho'  th^ 
Tf^P^S*     king  his  father  a^  firft  fupported  withcooftimcy,  yet  the<x)n- 
^  '  ~       ftraiat  he  put  upon  his  grief  coft*him  dear,  fmce  be^tprwards 
broke  his  heart  *.     The  French-zrmj,  under  the  comyiand  ti 
king  Philips  penetrated  into  Catalonia,  airf  laid'ifegc  to  ^i* 
ronne,  which  made'a  gallant  defence.     Don  Pedro  l>»ng  iq  • 
the  neighbourhood  with  a  fmallarmyj  and' attacking  a  con^ 
.  voy  that  was  going  to  the  French  damp,  received  a  mortal 
wound.     Gironne  being  furrendered,  and  the  Jang  having 
put  a  good  garrifon  into  it,  he  difmiflfed  part  of  his  fleet; 
which  confifted  of  three  hundred  fail^  being  flaips-that-b©  had 
hired*  from  fome  of  the  Italian  republicksi      D^ria,  who. 
commanded  the  fleet  of  Jrragon,  wKo  diirft  nolt  attack  rfi^ 
frenc^  fleet  when  whole,  beat  this  detachment,  and  after? 
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^ardsfdok  and  ddtroyed  tho  remaiader  ^,  which  urns  not  a 

Ktesr  lots  fai  itiistl^  tiian  felAl  ia  i»  confequence,  fince 
1^  the.  gFcaieft  papt^  o£  ih^  pro«ifion,  with  which  the! 
lunny  flKmld  h«7o  b«e]i> fnpfiiiad,  onboard,  fbe  troops  were 
grimmfly  diflveffed';  aa^'  «h«  luii^  taking  this  iwerfe  of  for* 
taw  to  hteai^^l^fek,  aod^diedt  ac  Pifffignan,  abofrr  the  midw 
lSi»  of:  tl»9  fflmth  of^  Sfpumhr,  ifr  the  fortyfirA  year  of  hi$ 
Hgev  and  i»  tho"  Qnieccxh  of  ki»  i^ga^ ',  extremely  regret* 
a^by  his  avmyv  ami  not  Itfa^by  bis*  fnbjedh  in  general; 
fliy«tho'  b&kMTednMMiey  ratfaet>  more  than  became  a  king,, 
yat h^wwvary  tesdtr  in  impofing  taxes,  and,  when  he  did^ 
llviad  th^ai  fo-  mUdly,  and  with  fuch  eqUatity;  that  tfao' 
peopte-  nevar  cKpreflfad  any  impaueaGe  (K) . 

PbriLir 
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y  2ivjtLi.TjA.    I!«iiiMiiLAt.    La  GEiTDasw 
Cbfcm.    Hiit.  Ajigl. 

(KJ  f  ^///>  ni.  furnamed  th 

Jlitrdj,  was  the  firft  who  granted 

ftttefs  of  nobility,   which  he 

did  in  f  aTOor  of  Ralph  the  Gold- 

fmtby  in  which  he  did  no  more 

than  reftore  the  ancient  confti- 

lation  of  tbe^F^o*^^;  wiio,  h^ 

ing  all  of*  one  blood;  were  e^ 

fleemed  equally  nobl6«  and:  a- 

like  capably  ofthfc  higbeftof- 

ikes'  The  notion  of  a  partic^A- 

larand  dllHtv^  nobie^T*  arofe* 

towards  thedofeof  the  fecond* 

riMe,  when  many^  the  officers 

of'the  crown  haduforpcd^  and' 

;  converted   inie  zn,  hereditary 

dignity t  thejQffcea^nd  juriidie-' 

tionS'whi^.'they.reoBived  ftonr 

royal  favottT*  (i  )i    In  >the  refgi» 

of  this  prince  a^^eat  change 

was  made  wifihr  regard  to  the 

fdcceffiron   to   the-  domarns  of 

younger  foos  to  the  crown  %  for 

tpon    the  deeeafe  of  Alwfo^ 

t^ut^'Of  Pci£Nersi  htsfacceffion 

was  claimed  by  Ckarie*^  l^ing 

(^tSitifyi,  as  heir  by   defcent, 

and  by  PhiJtf,  kingof  F^ame; 

as  reverting  tp  the  xrown.  in 

whofe  favour  it  was  determined 

(J)  t/^arMT.     y.  it  StrrtSn     Sditm 
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by  the  parliament  at.  the  tena 
of,J/I-SatntJ,  12^,  therecor4 
of  which  ilill  remains  (z). 
This  prince,  by  his  firll  wife 
Donna  Ifaheiluy  daughter  to  the 
king  ofjrragon,  who  died  J^a^ 
mMty^i^^  1271,  had  four  ioMs- 
Lewisy  who  deceafed  five  years 
aft^r  bis"  mother;  Phi/tfi  who 
fncceeded'  his  father  Charlts 
count  of  Falois  i.  Aienfon^  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  royal' 
houfe  of  Falois,  and  Robert^. 
who  dled'yoong  ( 3 ) .  By  Marj^ 
his  fecond  queen,  the  daughter 
of  Hinry,  and  the  fitter  ofjohn^ 
durkesi  of  Brabant^  he  had  one 
fon  ^nd  two '  daughters ;  Lt<wi$ 
count-  d*E*vrtuxy  the*  founder 
of  the  hoafe  of  }ieL*uarrt  5  Mkr* 
garety  w*rt)  efpouf^bd,  at  Canter^ 
bury,  September  10,  1299,  EtU 
moard'l*  king  of  England \  and 
Blantby  who  firft  married  T^^f 
di'Nammry  count  of  HawauU^ 
fon  to  Gwy,  earl  of  Ffanders, 
and'  afterwards  Jtido/fbi  eldeil 
fpn  of  the  emperor  Mert  of 
Auflriay  in  1300,  and,  with  her 
only  fon,  poifoned  about  five 
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Philip  le    ;   Philip  IV.  furnamed  h  Bel,  or  the  Fair ^  fr^tti  the  beauty 
Bel  y«f -    Qf  his  countenanoe  and  his  majeftic  prdence,  was  about 
€eeis^  ^'^^feventeen  at  the  time  of  his  acccffion,  aad;Wa8  crowned  at 
"f'*^*'   Rheims  on  the  6th  d[  January,  together  with  his  coofortt 
Joan,  queen  of  Navarre  in  her  own  right,  and  by  whocs 
he  became  alfo  poiT^fled  of  the  counties  of  Champagne  and* 
$rie  ^p     He  found  things  id  ,z  vexy  perplexed  ftate,  his  fi- 
nances exhaulledy  his  troops  ruined^  and  the  Wiu:  iUU  ope» 
with  Cqftile  and  Arragon*    He  was  willing  to  b^vecompofed- 
A.D.    His  difputes  with  the  former  monarch,  and  a  conference  was 
1286.   fi^jjcd  for  that  purpofe;  but  the  CaftUian  decUned^.and  ie 
ended  only  in  an  iaterview  between  thoir  miniAers#  Mdward 
I*  king  of  England  demanded  the  country  of  Xaintonge^  as 
belonging  to  him  by  the  treaty  concluded  betw^n  Lewis  IX. 
and  Henry  III.   PMip  caufed  that  treaty  to  be  examined,  and 
finding  the  matter  pcrfeftly  clear,  direfted  the  country  to  be 
reftored ;  and  terminated  alfo  in  an  amicable  manner  fome 
other  differences  that  had  arifen  between  the  two  crowns, 
with  which  Edward  was  fo  well  pleafed,'  that  h^  c^me  t^ 

*  P.  Muiu  Annates  Francomm.    Duylbix* 

years  after  (4).  As  for  queen  rian,  dividing  the  relicks  of  tfaii 
Mary oi Brabant ^y/Ykoi^inviCiiL  princefs  after  her  deceafe,  as 
Philip, .  (he  was  in  gr^at  danger  while  liviag  they  had  fhared  her 
cf  lufFering  death  upon  the  favours.  On  this  ocqaiion  it 
'  poifoning  of  prince  Lewist  of  will  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
which  ine  was  po^ively  ac-  as  there  was  a  neceility  for  em- 
cufed ;  but  her  brotlier  procured  balming  the  corpfe  of  St.  Lewis, 
ber  a  flout  champion,  by  whom  which  gave  occafion  to  the  in^ 
the  2Lccufer  being  worded,  was,  terrin^  his  entrails  in  one  place 
purfuant  to  the  notions  of  thofe  and  his  body  in  another,  fo  the 
times,  hanged  without  mercy  clergy  took'  t&is  opportanity  of. 
'  (5).  This  prlncefs  was  a  great  eltablifliing' this  as  a  cuftami 
lover  of  poetry,  and  is  faui  to  and  as  thefe  marks  of  efteem 
have  written  fome  things  her-  were  never  riven  without  fome 
;  felf.  She  died  in  the  year  foundation  for  prayers  on  be- 
132T,  having  out- lived  her  halfofthedeceafedyfubfequent 
husband  thirty-fix  years,  and  mon^irchs  were  obliged  to  make 
was  buried  in  die  church  of  the  two,  one  in  favour  of  the  con- 
Cotdeliers,  to  whom  fhe  had  vents  where  the  heart  was  de- 
been  a  bountiful  benefa£trefs  pofited,  and  the  other  on  be- 
f6);  but  her  heart  was  depofit*  half  of  that  where  the  corpiil 
ed  in  that  of  the  Jacobins i  thofe  was  interred  (7). 
convents,  fays  a  modern  hiilo- 

(4)  Du  TtlUt  ubi  fupra,    GeneaUiie  de  la  Maifon  Rojab^  .  (5)  Patd 

JBmiL  de  rebut  ^efiis  Frgncifrum*  l^)  Ls  Gtndrt^  (7)  ,F  Dsaie!^ 

makQ 
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make  the   king   a  viiit  at  JmUns,   weat   with  h!m    to 
Paris,  and  there  did  homage  for  the  dominions  he  held  iii 
France ;  after  which  the  two  kings  parted  as  good  friends  as 
poffible  ^.    Edward,   after  this  interview,  went  to  Bour^ 
deaujf,  where  he  held  a  parliament,  and  where,  with  grdit 
date,  he  received  theembailadors  of  CaftUe^  Arragm,  and 
Sicily  \  which  ^t  Philip  great  pain,  as  he  was  at  war  with 
all  thiEfe  crowns,  and  therefore  fufpefted  that  fome  negoci* 
ation  to  his  prejudice  was  on  the  carpet.    But  in  this  he  was 
abfolutely  miftaken ;  for  JSdward,  who  was  a  wife  and  ge- 
nerous prince,  had  nothing  farther  in  view  than  to  fadfitate  i| 
general  peace,  and  to  procure  the  liberty  of  Charle$  the  Lame, 
for  whom  he  had  a  great  afieAion  c»    He  at  length  c<m^ 
duded  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Arragm,  and  tho'  the  teims 
Vere  hard,  Charles  would  gladly  have  accepted  them ;  but^       "^ 
upon  laying  it  before  pope  Honorim  for  his  approbation,  he. 
declared  it  null,  and  prefled  king  PhUip  to  carry  on  the  war 
agfuuft  the  orown  of  Arragon,  with  an  otBp:  of  taxing  his  cler- 
gy for  the  fupport  of  it.  li^hh  pope  d]^ng,  he  was  fucceeded 
by  Nicholas  the  fourth,  who  had  fomewhat  more  moderation; 
^nd  king  Edward,  renewing  his  foUidtations  to  the  king  of 
ArragM,  prevailed  upon  him  to  fet  Charles  at  liberty,  upon 
giving  hoftages  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  fUpulated,     ^  jy . 
and  aranfom  of  fifty  thou&nd  livres,  t\<renty  thoufandof    ^^ga. 
which  Edward  agreed  to  pay  *.    Charles  being  at  liberty, 
and  perceiving  fpme  hopes  of  retrieving  his  affairs,  prefled 
king  Philip  to  carry  on  the  war  in  behalf  of  his  brother  Charles 
of  yalois,  inftead  pf  engaging  him  to  perfuade  that  prince  to 
lay  afide  the  title  of  Arragon,  to  which  he  was  bound  both 
by  the  treaty  and  his  oath.    However,  thefe  military  opera- 
tions not  having  anfwered  his  defire,  the  king  of  England  10." 
filled  on  the  performance  of  thofe  artides,  in  rdfpeft  to 
whith  he  'was  bound.    Charles  found  it  his  intereft  to  pre& 
fhis  point  at  the  court  of  France ;  and,  perceiving  it  could 
be  no  other  way  obtained,  gave  his  ddeft  daughter  in  mar* 
riage  to  Charles  of  Fahis,  and  with  her  the  counties  of  Anjcu 
^n^ Maine,  in  compenfation  for  his  claim  upon  Arragon;  a 
daim  no  better  founded  than  in  a  bull,  granted  by  a  pafiion* 
ate  pope,  for  giving  away  the  dominions  of  a  prince  who 
would  not  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  him  :    The  quarrel 
^ith  Cqfiile  had  been  fome  time  befo^  adjufted,  at  die  exr 
pence  of  the  infapts  de  la  Cerda,  whom  king  J^UUp,  finding 

*  Thom.  Walsinc.  Nic.TaivBTr  Anaales.         «  Annal« 
de  Donfiaple,  P.  ^mil.    Mbzbray.  ^  Du  Cheikb, 

I^Aiic.  Chron*  f  Du  T|l^bt,  Mbbbbav,  Lb  Gbud. 
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it  incodlftetit  with  his  Joterefl:  i»  fuAmit,  vri^  codtcnt  to' 

abansdoa.     Charles  of  Skily  alfa  haviajg  quarrelled  vithJthe 

cpHCLt  of'  A^tiiisy  thaft  prtace  returned  with  moft  of  ^e^  French 

troops  that  hftd  ferved  uodier  him  id  holy ;.  fo  that  ^eace  oir 

2k\  fide^  was  ao^  iQf  fomic  raeafilre  eftafcliflied,  tor  the  ^«ar 

fji^ti&fa^tioB  of  king  P^{%  tho'  thingr  £d'  net  loag  redkala'  itf 

t^s^ftate^ 

^/  quar-    .  TiKr  twoi  kings  PBili^  and  Eima^di.  who*  h«d'  hidiiMsr 

reliwitb  IJimi  OQ  the-beft  ternis*  ima^^aUc,  aochwSiofe  r^Ht'00^^ 

Edward  I.  paad^ence  was-  of  fo  great .  con&(^eiiee  to  tUeir  i^£feB6M 

j/*Ejjg-     QOHQtriies^  were  of  a  ftiddc»  involved  ii»  a  wak*y  as  if  ie  hflt 

land,  and  y^^^  j^y  jicddeot,  tho'  at  the  botiDBii  upon  comparii]^  the 

^^otfah    ^^  hiAoriansv  it  a)>pears»  thac'the  banghtiiiefs  soidamfadtioal 

^^^<rtf«-  ^  PAiJ^was  its  real  fotrfcej'  through'  tiw  unfimonatfe  dr* 

piadi^ion.  cutAaoces  for  him  of  hkmg^tp  do  with  the  fiMeft  and 

sMeft  monarch  of  that  ageBv    Thr  immecSate  caufe  of  dtfar 

wftF'  Vita  a  quarrel  betwedi  a  Gafcm:  amd^  a  N^mAan  isHoc  ; 

theilaltd:  had  attemptcxl  to  ftab  the  formed  who  ercapi%  dii? 

Wo^  bjr.hi3>  ag^y^  the  iH^mi^m'  fdl  u(k>n  hitf  0?^'WeiqA»iu 

Thtf  creMr  of'  theer  refpefiivfe  ih^  immMhdiel)!}  took*  part  iot 

^*  qi;iarrd>  and  fought '  it  out  at  fea;    Sodo'srfi^i^  a  fleer  of' 

Norman  veflbls  ^  eogagdd  aA  Etfglijb<  9^M,  in  the  fanse  c»ife^ 

without  the  interpofitlof^  of*  avtiiority  on  either  fide:    At 

I^g^  tfae-Ab'TiwTtjnialdngrpr&se  (tf  £n^/i/(b(hips;  Edwkri 

ceamanded  reprifals,  and  tbsn  the  matter  began  to  grb^ 

ihrtoaBi    PbiH^  feht  ambj^dors  to  L$n!ton,  who  demanded 

fykf9i^\!0ninvtrj!h\g\i  and Ve^yrcoarffe  terms.   Edward  ggiw 

ibeaE^'g^od  \i<ords;'  and  p^onufed  an  anfvHsr'  by  embafSidors^ 

oPhfts  'OWD>  who  -^ere  feflt'  bade  with  them-  **.     Thefe  em* 

baAadors  aequmnted  king'.PMA^  thit,  h<)i{ilides  havingbieicai 

r«d^ro6ally  cxxnmitlcdibyrthiefirbfe&s'of  the  twbcrowns^  thc^ 

difp#ir  wiaa* to  be  ocmfidwred^ as'betweeit*  the*  EngU/b  ami 

Stimhuztiofos^i  wMidi,  howfewi-;  Edward  wi^  very  defiroos 

flhtaid  b^  amkaWyiddierminedJ  .  A^  "a  ^farther  pi!bof  of  this; 

hAffeofti  ove#'  his  bhrother' prtace  E^dnsund' to  exp«rflulate'thd 

mismc  with^ AhfA> ;  tcr iheW"  Mitt'the'impfotn^ie^'of  pretiend^ 

ingto  fufltoonhiftias  a  vaiiai'  to^  thie*  paflianK^tit,  to  aUde^ 

tbe^jedg|[lfIlft  -  of*  his  peers ;  and^  at  the  faink  tinfie  to  afliird 

hifhy  that,  as:  he  had  formerly 'hiadftrf<ajuiB6e"d6ne  him  by 

tho  king  in  Frartee^  heiUooM,  ona  p]t>p«r  compiuint,  reniiisr 

the'hk»j«{Uce'tothefubjcftrof?Frlj:«^<?ini?w^fawrf.     PhiHpl 

wflikiig^^QBdefo^fiaQi  for  fuburiffi^m,*  pst^fted  in  his'owfii 

.  f  D^Cheshk;  Nxtic.  Ckrw;  rT^OM-Wxtsiiio, 

Nicm;  Trivets  Anoales^  ^' Anttftle^de  Pu«ifta|^e,  Dv 

4  *    tKfty 
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ynj,  (ummoaed  Edward  as  a  peer  of  France  to  bis  paiXst' 
401^;  and,  upoQ  hU  reitiial,  decliured  all  the  eftates  he  pof- 
£e{ki  in  that  kmg^om  forfeited  for  thh  aA  of  felony.  A 
proceeding  vhich  the  Fre/ich  biftorians  acknowlege  to  hav^ 
been  equally  violent  and  |i«j^ft,  And  which  they  llkewife  ^wa 
fdwqrd  bore  with  extraordi^iary  patience  ^ 

Ths  appearance  of  war  beiog  ftrong,  both  inonarcbs  be-  Ktng 
gaa  to  enter  into  alliances,  and  tp  make  fuitable  preparations;  Phinp, 
'  but  the  queen  of  Francey  and  the  qneen  mother,  very  de^  '^^'  * 
firous  to  prevent  a  rupture  if  poiGble,  (lent  for  Edmund  t&A  !^f^}  ^ 
di  hancqfiery  Edward*s  brother,  back  to  the  French  court, •^f* 
and  pr<^fed  to  hnn,  thjit,  to  fatisfy  king  Pii%  the  kin^  ^^J/* 
^England  ftiould  order  fix  fortrcflcs  in  Guienne  to  be  dcf-  ^tbEA^ 
Uvered  up,  and  fliould  pormtt  him  to  name  an  officer  to  com-  ward  kimi 
iz^aad  in  each  of  the  groit  towns  of  that  duchy,  three  only  of  £nj;. 
excepted  ;  that  upon  this  the  fummons  /hould  be  recalled,  land, 
fhft  judgment  of  parliament  neverfed,  and,,  a  fafe  condtl^ 
j)eing  granted  to  king  Edward,  Philip  and  he  fliould  have  an 
interview  at  Jmiens,  where  all  things  might  be  finally  ad- 
jqAed ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  places  yielded  for 
faving  the  king's  hpnpur  ihould  again  be  yielded  up  K    This 
agreement,  being  reduced  to  writing,  was  tranfmitted  to  Ed- 
vjor^f  who  readily  confented  to  it,  and  fent  over  to  his  bro- 
iber  the  nece/lary  orders  for  the  general,  who  commanded  in 
Guieutte^  and  for  the  governors  of  all  the  ftrong  places  in 
^t  country.     But  earl  Edmund,  before  he  made  ufe  of  thei^ 
orders,  had  the  precaudon  to  demand  an  explicit  approba^ 
i^qn  of  this  ^reement  from  the  king's  own  mouth ;  who,  itl 
the  prefepcc  of  the  queen  of  Navarre  his  confort,  and  of  her    ' 
flUqther  queen  Bhnch,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  Hugh  Ver^ 
(ba  to  the  earl  dO^cfard,  and  jbin  Lacsy  an  ecclefiaflic,  pro^ 
yifjE^d,  ^t  he  would  abide  by  the  convention  ^tered  intd 
|ij  the  qqeens ;  upon  which  the  earl  c^  Lancafter  difpatch^d 
t^  qrders  he  had  received  into  Guienne,  and  John  de  St': 
John,  E4w^rd^%  geueral,   believing  all  differences  betweeii 
the  t\^o  kings  at  an  end,  fold  the  ammunition  and  provifions 
Oi^t  qt  his  magazines,  and  the  govern<)Fs  of  the  fortrefles^ 
piufilgnt  ^)  |h^  orders  ^hey  had  received,  opened  their  gatei 
to  the  Fifench*     But,  being  once  in  p^fltffion,  Philip  dK^ 
avow^  the  treaty  made  by  the  queens,  and  fent  the  con^i 
i^)^^  France^  with  an  army,  to  fecure  what  he  had  thus 
bafely  obtained  K    It  muft  be  owned,  that  this  is  related  by 

*  Nang.  Chron.   Thom.  Walsinc.  Nich.  Triveti  An^ 
nale$..  ^  Thom.  Walsinoham,  Annales  de  J)anf!api^ 

'  NicH,  TuivgTi  Annales.  * 

Englijb  " 
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BftgS/bifnitert ;  but  by  Engli/b  writers  of  that  age,  well  irf-- 
formed,  and  fo  confiftent  in  their  ac^ountd,  that  the  moderii 
Writers  of  French  hiftory  very  fairly  admit  their  teftimony  "; 
and  indeed  a  French  writer  of  this  age  appears  ilot  td  be  un-» 
acquainted  with  the  faft,  by  the  effort  he  makes  to  ttfrn  the 
fraud  upon  king  Edni^rd\  who,  he  fays,  gave  up  the  placci 
wth  a  defign  to  recover  them  by  conqueft,  and  to  hold  them 
afterwards  in  his  own  right,  without  homage  to  the  crowd 
of  France  » .*  which  fuggeftion  is  plainly  drawn  from  Ei* 
^ari%  fubfequent  condu^,  who,  in  refentment  of  the  ufage 
he  had  received,  immediately  declared  war,  and  at  the  fame 
time  acquainted  king  Philips  that  he  looked  upon  himfelf  as 
Ireleafed,  by  this  notorious  breach  of  jfiahh,  from  his  formet 
obligations;  that  therefore  he  renounced  his  homage^  and 
Would  acknowl^e  himfelf  no  longer  his  vaflal  fc^  any  thing 
^    he  held  in  France  **.  • 

Vhi  eon*'        It  is  agreed  by  the  hiftorians  of  both  nations,  that  the  war 
fequencn    thus  begun  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour  on  both  fides. 
mndijffue    John  de  St.  John,  who  was  fent  back  to  his  command,  mad6 
^/^^^       himfelf  mafter  of  the  important  town  of  Bayonne,  and  oz 
^'^h^Ad  ^'^^^^  other  places,  while  the  Frenchy  who  were  not  at  all 
^^n  truce*  ^^^^'  °^*^^  ^  ^^^^  progreft  op'tiieir  fide.  The  count  deVahU 
*  alfo  entered  Gafcony  with  a  numerous  army.    At  the  fam^ 
time  Matthew  de  Montmorency y  and  John  de  Harcmrty  with 
a  powerful  fleet,  attempted  a  defcent  upon  England^  burned 
the  town  of  Dover ^  and  fome  villages  on  the  coaft  ;  but  the 
Engli/by  in  return,  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  and 
A,  D.   deftroyed  Cherkurg^  and  the  places  adjacent  p.     The  next 
1296*    year,  Edmund  esul  of  Ltf»^:4/?^r  commanded  for  his  brother 
in  Cuienney  where  he  recovered  feveral  places,  and  would 
have  done  more  if  he  had  not  been  feized  \yith  a  dangerous 
diftemper,  of  which  he  died  not  long  after  at  Bayonne.     But 
what  the  king  of  England  chiefly  depended  upon,  was  the 
alliance  he  had  made  with  the  emperor  Adolphus  of  Naffau^ 
the  counts  of  Bretagne,  Holland^    Bar,   Jidiersy  GueUers, 
mi  Flanders  ^^    Philipy  who  had  treated  the  emperor  very 
rudely,  was  obliged  to  repair  that  fault  by  an  embafly,  whic& 
perhaps  would  have  produced  no  great  efleA,  if  it  had  not 
been  accompanied  with  a  round  ium  oi  money,  which  the 
pref&ng  neceffities  of  that  great  prince  obliged  him  to  accept; 
At  the  fame  time  Philip  fent  as  large  a  fum  to  Albert  diike  d 
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jiujiria\  who  {baring  this  money  with  the  hlTct  CermiaTi 

5>rinces,  which  j^dolph  had  rcfufed  to  do,  they  formed  a  de- 
ign to  raife  him  to  the  imperial  throne ;  in  which  they  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  emperor  Jdolpb  being  killed  in  the  difpute.  By 
the  fame  powerful  argument  Philip  wrought  upon  the  reft  of 
Edward's  allies,  the  count  of  Flanders  only  excepted,  againft 
Ivhom  he  afled  by  force  of  arms,  and  had  probably  reduced 
him  to  great  extremities.  If  king  Edward  had  not  come  with 
a  fleet  and  ariiiy  to  his  relief '-  Upon  this  Philip  dexteroufly 
changed  his  conduft,  and,  by  dedaring  for  the  commons  ia 
the  feveral  cities  of  Flanders,  excited  a  revolt  at  Ghent,  ia. 
•which  Edward  was  very  near  lofing  his  life ;  and  thereupoa 
a  negociation  was  fet  on  foojt,  and  a  truce  concluded,  through 
the  interpofition  of  Charles  king  of  Sicily,  whofe  grati- 
tude to  Edward  prompted  him  to  aft  as  a  mediator  upon 
this  occafion.  This  truce  was  at  firft  but  for  a  few  months  5 
but,  for  tteir  mutual  conveniency,  the  two  kings  afterwards 
extended  it  to  two^years,  and,  as  it  was  made  in  order  to  pro- 
mote a  peace,  all  points  in  difference  between  them  were  re- 
ferred to  the  mediation  of  the  pope  *•  By  letters  patents,  A.  1>; 
dated  in  the  month  of  September  this  year,  the  king,  to  re-  i2<jjm 
place  the  peerage  of  Champagne  now  in  himfelf,  erefted 
Bretagne  into  a  dukedom  and  peerage,  in  favour  of  John 
de  Dreux,  a  priiice  of  his  blood,  who  had  efpoufed  Beatrix, 
lifter  to  king  Edward  of  England ;  of  which  we  tal^e  notice, 
becaufe  it  is  the  firft  inftance  of  the  kind  In  the  French 
hiftory  *. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences  in  his  reign  v/as.Origimai 
the  quarrel  between  king  Philip  and  Boniface  the  eighth,  e/  ^he 
which  began  before  this  time,  and  which  feemed  to  be  ac-  difyi^et 
commodated  by  tlie  two  kings  accepting  him  for  the  um-  hft^ueen 
pire  of  their  differences.     This  pontif  was  certainly  a  maa     -"i*^ 
of  parts,  hut  even  thefe  were  inferior  to  his  pride ;  he  had  B^nifaco 
more  learning  than  judgment,  and,  with  much  fpirit  and  vm^ 
penetration,  wanted  fagacity  and  fteadinefs.    He  had  indeed 
the  appearance  of  both  ;  for  his  policy,  at  the  bottom,  was 
but  cunning,  and  the  firmnefs,  of  which  he  made  a  ftiew,. 
proceeded  rather  from  the  obftinacy  of  his  temper  than  fxom . 
a  rational  fortitude.     The  quality  which  particularly  dif- .     . 
tinguiftxed  him  was  afupercilious  haughtinefs,  which  led  hin» . 
to  imagine  himfelf  as  much  fuperior  to  other  princes  as  they 
were  to  private  men;  and  this  was  peculiarly  offenfiye  to 
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Phitip^  from  the  ftrong  tinfturt  he  had  d[  the  lame  kind  of 
weaknefs  himfelf  *.  1  he  firjft  thing  which  gave  oSkncz  to 
Philip,  was  his  foi1>idding  the  cleigy  in  general  to  graat  any 
aids  or  fubfidies  to  princes,  without  leave  firft  obtained  from 
the  holy  fee,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  Philip  en- 
countered this  by  an  edift,  fortwidding  any  -of  his  clergy  to 
fend  any  money  abroad  without  his  leave,  Tlie  pope  next 
attempted  to  force  a  crolfade  upon  the  lofs  of  Ptol^mais^  or 
Jcon,  the  laft  place  which  the  Chriftians  held  in  theeaft; 
to  which  Philip  would  not  confent.  But  what  was  moft 
provoking,  was  the  manner  in  which  he  interpofed  Ibetween 
the  two  kings,  direfting  them,  in  the  moft  peremptory 
manner,  to  make  peace,  and  to  fubmit  their  difputes  to  the 
decifion  of  his  tribunal.  This  was  equiHy  refented  in 
trance  and  England^  which,  when  the  pope  found,  he  gave 
fo  foft  a  turn  to  the  fwelling  terms  of  his  propofals,  that  the 
two  kings,  finding  it  for  their  interefts,  confented  that  he, 
(hould  aft  as  umpire ;  upon  which,  taking  the  truce  for  the 
bafis,  the  projeft  he  diftated  was  this ;  that  Guienni  ihould 
be  reftored  to  king  Edward,  and  that  he  fliould  do  homage 
as  in  times  paft ;  that  the  places  in  difpute  fhpuld  be  fe- 
queftered  in  his  hands ;  that  the  fhlps  andeffefts  taken  fhonld^ 
as  far  as  poffible,  be  reftored,  and  fucli  farther  fatisfaftion  made 
as  the  pope  fhould  hold  reafonable ;  that  king  ^zAc/z^i^iKoukt 
marry  the  princefs  Margaret,  the  king's  fifter ;  and  that  his 
(oti  Edward  (hould  efpoufe  Jfabel  king  P^z'Ays' daughter  *. 
But,  many  things  yet  remaining  unfettled,  the  trued  was^ 
prolonged,  and  the  quarrel  h^lwtt\x  ion^ac€  and  PhiHp  re- 
viving, excluded  the  pope  from  having  any  thing  farthertado 
with  their  affairs ;  and  having,  at  length,  accommodeted  zSL 
differences  by  a  definitive  treaty,  Phittp  received  the  homage  « 
Edward  on  the  20th  of  May,  at  Paris  \  where  they  alfo  con-, 
eluded  a  defenfive  alliance  againft  all  fuch  as  fiiomd  diltuth^ 
impeach,  Qr  trouble,  the  faid  kings  in  their  fr^nchifes,  liber- 
ties, privileges,  or  cufloms,  in  their  rrfpeftive  realtos ;  whicht 
was  understood  to  be  a  league  agaihli  the  pope  *., 

It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  enter  into  the  det«ail  of  the  re- 
vived quarrel  between  the  king  and  the  pope,  the  hiI!ory  of* 
which  aftually  makes  a  confiderable  volume,  tt  is  fufficient 
for  our  purpofe  to  fay,  that  Bon^ace  was  in  general  the  ag- 
greflbr :  he  had  erefted  the  abbey  of  Pamiers  into  a  bifhop. 
rick,  without  the  confent  or  approbation  of  the  king,  in  fa* 

*  to  him^ 


and  Me  to  ^^^^  ^^  Bernard  Sayfeti,  who  was  very  obnoxious 

^  Du  ClUESNE,  NicoL.  Triveti  Annales. 
Ch^on.  PoLTfi*  ViRO.        *  Rainald,  P#  jEmil. 


On 


C.  4»     ■  ^heMiftory  of  VvzxiCt.  385 

Gn  the  other  h^nd  the  king  graAted  his  pfoteftion  to  the/upport 
Cohnna's,  whom  the  pope  perfecuted  with  implacable '^^''•/^- 
malice,  and  who,  for  very  plaiifible  reafons,  refufed  to  ac--^*^'*^^ 
knowlege  him  for  pope  ^  To  infult  him  farther,  the  pope^*^''"'*^  . 
iffiied  bull  after  bull,'  afluming  to  himfdf  a  fovereignty  over 
the  king  and  his  fubjefts  ;  wrote  him  a  ktter,  in  which  he 
told  him  he  was  a  fo6l,  if  he  made  any  doubt  of  this,  or  of 
his  power  to  correft  hini,  and  call  him  to  an  account  *.  He 
named  this  very  biftiop  or  Paniiershis  legate,  who  not  only 
delivered  arrogant  meflages  from  Boniface  to  the  king,  but 
took  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  very  difr^fpeftfoUy  to  him  and 
of  him,  and  Entered  into  intrigues  of  a  trcafonable  nature; 
for  which  the  king  caufed  him  to  be  arretted,  aiid  fent 
out.of  his  do]!nibions.  Boniface^  upon  this,  fummohed  the 
clergy  and  doftors  cH' France  to  affift  at  a  council  he  ap- 
pointed at  Rome^  to  enquire  into  Philip's  conduft*  -The 
idng  encountered  this  by  aflembling  the  ftateSj  and  not  only 
drew  from  the  clergy  and  nbbilhy,  but  alfo  from  the  magi- 
ftrates  and  reprefentatives  of  cities,  a  clear  ackhoWlegement  of 
his  own  fovereignty,  a  difavowal  of  the  pope's  authority, 
and  art  appeal  to  a  general  council,  under  a  future  pope,  re- 
gularly elefted,  againft  the  violent  and  illegal  proceedings  of 
Boniface,  whofe  title  was  now  drawn  into  difpute  a. 

The  pope  n^twithftanding  proceeded  to  hold  his  council  Po/j^ 
at  Rome,  at  which  a  cbnfidcrable  number  of  the  French  clergy  Boniface 
affifted';  for  which' the  king  feized  their  temporalities  at  home;  feized 
*  He  had  alfo  recalled  his  brother  Charles  of  Falois,  who  had  been  h  '^^ 
the  pope's  general,  and  on  whom,  in  right  of  his  fecond  ^^^^^ch 
wife,  the  daughter  o(  Baldwin  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  he^^'J:^'*'* 
had  beftowed  that  lofty  title;  but  who,  in  quitting  Aa^^,  ^!!I^^j'^^ 
had  left  numbers  of  thofe,  who  had  ferved  under  him,  verjr^^  hinll* 
well  affeGed  to  the  French  nation  '*.  Philip,  therefore,  doubt-  ufagt. 
ing  what  the  confequence  might  be  of  thefe  difputes,  in  cafe 
they  ihould  be  longer  protrafted,  and  apprehending  that  Bo- 
niface would  have  recourfe  to  the  fevereft  ecclefiaftical  cen- 
fure,  refolved  to  prevent  him,  and  with  this  view  fent  William 
4e  Nogaret  ^iidi  Sciarra  Colonna  into  Tufcany,  "with  a  large 
fum  of  money,  giving  out,  that,  lince  other  meafures  had 
failed,  he  would  try  whether  peac^  could  not  be  purchafed* 
Thefe  agents  of  his  raifed  with' great  fecrecy  a  body  of  deter- 
'  mined  men,   and  with   them    fuddenly  inverted   Anegnia^ 
where  the  pope  was  born,  and  which  was  now  the  place  of 
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Ms  rcfi<Icnce«.  The  inhabitants,  corrupted  by  money,,  joined 
with  them,  and  feized  on  his  perfon ;  when  Sctarra  not  only 
infulted  but  ftruck  him,  and,  if  Nogaret  had  not  interpofed, 
would  have  killed  him  :  but  after  fome  days  the  popular  tide 
turned,  and  the  inhabitants,  having  taken  him  out  of  thexr 
hands,  ient  him  under  a  good  efcorte  to  Rome^  where  he 
died  pf  a  difeafe  brought  upon  him  by  anxiety,  and  the  ill 
ufage  he  had  met  with.  Such  was  the  iflue  of  this  fatnous 
quarrel^  which,  inftead  of  leflening*  the  royal  authority  in 
France^  or  extending  the  ^apal  power,  eAablifhed  the  former, 
and  effeftually  circumfcnbcd  the  latter  •*.  This  blow  was 
ftruck  very  opportunely,  for  the  pope  had  aftually  a  bull  by 
him,  and  which  he  intended  to  publifh  the  next  day,  for 
excommunicating  the  king,  and  for  feleafing  his  fubjefb 
frcwi  their  obedience  •. 

The  king,  during  the  courfe  of  thefe  events,  was  em« 
barked  in  the  war  oi  Flanders^  which  he  had  deterpiined  to 
trnite  to  the  crown,'  and  therefore^  would  never  fuffer  the 
(:ount  Guy  de  Dampier  to  be  included  in  the  peace  with  Eng" 
land.  The  Flemings  were  at  this  time  exceilively  rich,  their 
cities  populous  and  well  built,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  were 
divided  amongft  themielves,  and  there  was  a  ftrong  fa£lioa 
in  favour  of /T<i;2(r^.  Philip  flattered  thefe,  and  fent  his  bro- 
ther Charles  of  Vakns  to  reduce  their  opponents.  A  divided 
people  are  incapable  of  making  a  vigorous  defence.  The 
count  de  Valois  was  a  good  officer,  had  a  powerful  army  of 
well-difciplined  troops,  and  good  intelligence  in  moft  of  the 
places  he  was  to  attack.  With  thefe  advantages  he  fboo 
brought  things  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  the  count  found  himfelf 
under  the  peceffity  of  recurring  to  the  king's  mercy.  Charles 
received  the  old  man  with  humanity,  promifed  that  neither 
he  nor  his  fons  (hould  be  confined,  and  that  if,  ^thin  the 
fpace  of  a  year,  he  could  not  compromife  matters  with  the 
kingi  they  ihould  be  at  liberty  to  return  home,  and  take 
whatever  meafures  they  thought  proper.  After  this  Charles 
entered  Paris  in  triumph,  and  the  queen,  who  mortally 
hated  the  count  of  Flanders^  pleafed  hcrfelf  with  looking 
upon  him  and  his  fons  a$  they  palled  in  the  proceffion  ^  It 
had  bt5?n  well  if  her  refentmenthadftopped  there;  but,  in  coo-  \ 
junftion  with  the  count  of  j^rfois,  flic  engaged  P^ip  to 
difavow  the  treaty  which  his  brother  had  made,  to  fend  the 
count  prifoner  to  Cantpiegne,  and  his  two  fons  to  diiterent 
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caftles.  The  king  and  qneen  went  afterwards  into  Flanders, 
not  as  conquerors  but  as  fovereigns,  and  as  fuch  they  were  re- 
cdyed,  with  a  profiifion  of  expence,  and  a  joy  that  bor- 
dered upon  madnefsy  which  was  excited  by  the  pains  they 
took' to  render  themfeives  popular,  by  remitting  feme  taxes, 
and  by  flattering  the  magiftrates  where-ever  they  came.  At 
their  return,  John  dtChatitton  was  appointed  governor  by  the 
Queen's  intereft,  to  whom^he  was  nearly  related  g.  He  had 
courage  and  abi&ties»  but  he  was  proud  and  "haughty  ;  the 
Biagillrates  made  great  court  to  him,  and,  in  return,  he 
fupported  their  authority,  even  when  they  made  an  ill  ufe  of 
it.  This  produced  murmurs,  and  thefe  were  followed  wjth 
chaftifements :  the  towns  were  moft  of  them  open,  he  re- 
paired their  fortifications,  and  in  feveral  places  built  citadels, 
to  bridle  their  inhabitants ;  but,  what  is  rery  wonderful,  he 
forgot  garrifons,  which,  indeed,  were  not  in  ufe  in  thofe 
days  but.  in  war.  The  people  of  Bruges y  headed  by  a  dyer, 
revolted ;  Ghent  and  other  places  followed  their  example ; 
but  the  French  (z/SXan  and  the  magiftrates  were  dill  fo  power* 
fill,  that  they  were  foon  calmed,  and  the  dyer  and  his  aflb- 
ciates  baniihed  '*. 

There  the  difpute  might  have  ended ;  but  Chatilbn,  who  The  nena 
had  now  a  body  of  troops  about  him,  entered  Bruges  in  tri-  tvar  he* 
timph,  and  propofed,  when  he, had  ported  them  properly,  to  comes *uery 
have  employed  the  contents  of  a  couple  of  hogftieads  filledy^'"'*'*'* 
with  ropes,  in  ftifling  what  he  called  rebellion.    The  people,  *'^  '^^ 
hanng  notice  of  this,  took  their  mcafures  with  fuch  fecrecy,  ^'^■y^^ 
that,  recalling  the  dyer,  they  furprifed  the  governor,  and  ^^^luS 
killed  fifteen   hundred  out   of  fcventecn  hundred  French  d^Artois 
horfe,  which  he  had  brought  to  be  Ipeftators  of  the  execu-  heaten. 
tiofi  he  intended.  He  himfdf  hardly  efcajped,  by  fwimming  the 
town  ditch  in  the  night.     Three  fons  of  the  count,  who  had 
retired  to  Naihur^  which  belonged  to  thdr  mother,  quickly 
teturned,  and  put  themfeives  at  the  head  of  the  people,  and 
gradually  recovered  the  beft  part  df  the  country*.  PhiUp 
found  himfelf  much  embarrafled,  but,  having  ralfed  a  nu- 
merous army,  fent  it  Under  the  command  of  the  count  of 
Artm  to  chaftife  the  Flemin;^.    The  young  princes  were 
then  befieging  Court  ray  ^  and  their  army  confifted  of  near 
I  Hxty  thoufand  men,  but  they  were  new  raifed,  and  very  ill 
I  tened.    However^  they  fortified  their  camp,  and  continued 
the  fiege.    The  cout^t  of  jfrtns,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
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lh<^x;onftabIe  <Ie  Nefle,  refolved  to  attack  th^m  ia  their  iiH 
trencfemeats,  tho'  the  ftrength  of  his  army  confifted  m  czr 
talr'y ;  the  confequence  was  a  total  defeat,  in  which  the 
count  and  the  cocilable  both  fell,  with  about  twenty  thou- 
fand  men  ^.     This  fo  irritated  Philips  that,  to  raife  a  new 
army,   he   diminifhed  his    coin  a  third  part,  that  is,  he 
obliged  his  fubjefts  to  take  a  groat  for  fix  pence ;  and,  hav- 
ing aflembled'  the  whole  force  of  Franeey  threatened  the 
Flemings  with  extirpation.    The  young  princes  proTided  the 
beft  they  could  for  their  defence;  but  Edward  ^ng  of  Eng' 
land,  who  faw  his  ojd  allie&fuff^r  with  infinite  concern,  told 
his  queen,  as  a  great  fecret,  that  the  pope  had  fome  par*, 
tizansin  the  French  army,  who  would  take  their  opportunity 
to  deliver  the  king  to  the  Flemings,  She,  as  he  expef^ed,  gave 
totice  of  It  to  her  brother,  and  Philip,  under  pretence  that 
the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced,  retired  without  doing  any 
thing.    It  may  not  beamifs  to  obferve,  that  thefe  two  moa- 
archs,  Philip  and  Edward^  underftood  each  other's  maxims 
perfeftly  well ;  for  as  the  latter  had  abandoned  the  Flemings, 
the  former  had  left  the  Scots  out  of  the  treaty,  .fo  that  they 
|>rovided  for  their  own  interefls,  and  gratified  each  otheirls 
refentments^  at  the  expence  of  their  allies  K 
]C}„^  It  was  fome  confolation  to  Philips  that  the  fleet  which 

Phifip  en-  he  furnittied  to  his  ally  the  count  of  Hdinaulty  who  was  alfo 
tm  Flan-  at  war  with  the  Flemings,  gained  a  great  naval  viftory  ;  bat 
dcrs  luitb  the  reader  muft  not  imagine  from  hence,  that,  at  this  jane* 
the  ixjholi  ^ure,  the  French  wire  powerful  by  fca,  for  this  fleet  was 
/^''^^^^"compofed  chiefly  of  the  Genoefe  gallies,  and  their  admiral 
dominions.  ^^  Rainald  de  Orimaldi^  who  took  Guy,  fon  to  the  count  of 
Flanders,  prifoner,  and  fent  him  to  Paris.     Philip,  finding 
the  war  expenfive,  tedious,  and  hazardous,  confent^  to  a 
kind  of  tru^ce,  and,  releafing  the  old  count  of  Flanders,  fent 
him  to  try  what  he  could  do  with  his  fubjefVs ;  but  upoa  aa 
exprefs  condition,  that,  if  he  could  not  brii^  them  to, the 
king's  terms,  he  fhouldreturn ;  which  he  did,  and  died  fpoa 
after  at  Compiegne  at  the  age  of  fourfcore  *".     The  kin(^ 
having  by  this  time  recruited  bis  aripy^  niarched  with  bis 
brothers  the  counts  of  Valois  and  EvreHx,^  the  flower  of  the 
French  nobility,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  agaiafi 
the  Flemings,  who  had  flill  three  fons  of  their  count  at  their 
head.     Philip,  who  had  ferved  long  in  Sicily,  having  brought 
with  him  a  fmall  corps  of  Italians,  was  intrufted ,  with  the 
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chief  cotnmatid,  whom  his  brethren  and  the  whole  natloa 
willingly  obeyed".  He  afted  as  -long  as  it  was  poffible  on 
the  defenfive,  but  Philip  at  length  penetrated  into  Flanders^ 
eager  to  decide  this  long  difpnte  by  a  dedfive  aftion,  and 
came  np  with  the  Flemijh  army  at  Mons  en  Pudle  o« 

The  young.prince  Philips  knowing  the  French  for<:e  con-  Gains  m 
lifted  in  cavalry,  that  he  had  none  to  oppofe  them,  and  that  great  w- 
they  had  the  advantage  of  ground,  fortified  his  camp  with  his  tvrj^  hut 
carriages,  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity-     The  thinks  it 
French  ad  Trancing  on  .all  fides  to  infult  them,  the  Flemings  frudetrt^ 
ifTued  out  \  but  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.     After  they  f^ofwith" 
retired  to  their  camp,  it  was  debated,  whether  they  lhould-^^"^^^» 
retreat  in  the  night ;  but  the  people  in  general  prefled  their  '^  ^' 
ofEcers  to  attack,  in  their  turn,   the  French  camp;  which ^^^^^ 
they  refolved  and  executed  'immediately,  with  fuch  fpirit; 
ttat  they  penetrated,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  the  klng*s 
lent,  where  they  found  the  tables  covered  for  (upper.    PMl^ 
had  bot  jufttime  to-cfcape,  and,  having  happily  found  a  horfe, 
rallied  fome  of  his  troops,'  and  attacked  the  enemy.     The 
greateft  part  of  the  French  army,  who  fled  at  the  beginning, 
hearing  of  the  king's  danger,  and  being  encouraged  by  the' 
great  lords,  returned  to  the  charge,  and,  after  an  obfllnate 
difpute,  drove  out  the  Flemings  with  prodigiouyHaughter  p. 
After  this  the  king  invefted  Li/le,  into  which  Philip  of  FLm-- 
ders  had  thrown  himfdf  with  what  troops  he  could  cdkft^ 
and  here  the  kit^'expefled  the  war  would  have  ended,  the 
place  having  capitulated,  in  cafe  it  was  not  relieved  by  tfie  firft 
ef  06foher ;  bu  t, '  when  it  was  leaft  expefted,  John  de  Namur 
appeared  whh  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  undifciplined 
indeed,  but  daring  and  defperate  ;  fo  that  the  king,  by  the 
adx'ice  of  the  dake  of  Brabant,  and  other  great  lords,  confented      ' 
to  fe  t  Robert  d^  Bethume,  theeldeft  fon  of  the  count  oi Flanders, 
at  liberty,  to  receive  his  homage  for  the  county,  to  accept  of 
eight  hundred  thoufaiid  Hvres  for  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and  to  have  certiain  places  deSvered  into  his  hands  by  way  of 
fecurity,   till  this  fum  (hould  be  paid  ^i    At  his  return  to. 
Paris  the  king  granted  a  rent  of  one  hundred  livres  to  the 
church  of  Notre  Dame,   and  placed  there   an  equeftrian 
Aatue,  whicfi  many,  however,  have  afferted   to  belong  to     ^:^ 
Philip  de  Valbis  ;  but  it  appears  from  the  breviary  of  Paris,     j-'q/ 
that  it  referred  to  this  batde,  which  was  fought  on  the  i8th 
of  Jlitgufi\ 
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Bencdid     ,3ff«  muft'now  refume  the  tranfaftions  between  this  mon* 

XI.  ab'    zx^'SiXi^  the  fee  of  Romef  which  were  interrupted,  in  order 

/ol*u.s        to/^iyjfe  a  more  dLftinft  account  of  the  war  of  Flanders, 

PUT         -After  the  death  of  Bonifaccy  the  cardinals  fpeedily  elefiied 

Fhilip,      jsjicijoias  Boccacins,  who  affumed   thereupon    the  name  of 

*  ^kcTed  ^^^^^^  ^^^  eleventh  *.     He  was  a  mild  and  good  man,  and, 

eJL  tie'  ^^^S  defrrops  to  ufehis  power  for  the  promoting  of  peace, 

archhijhop  rpvoked  the  excommun^catbn  whic^  his  prcdeceflbr  had  ful- 

(^Bour-    mioated  againfl  Philips  and  emitted  iix  new  bulls,  by  which, 

deaux,      in  a  great  meafure,  all  things  were  put  again  into  their  for- 

,  Jliled  Cle-  m^r  Rate.     He  alfo  pardoned  the  Colonna's^  and  fhewed  a 

jnent  V,    ftrong  difpofition  to   reform  that  coriiipiion,    which  had 

fpread  itfelf  generally  through  tlic  dominions  of  the  church '. 

Thefc  proceedings,  while  they  gained  him  tht^  approbation 

pf  all  virtuous  and  worthy  mcn^  excited  the  hatred  of  fuch  as 

were  of  a  different  difpoiition ;  {o  that,  biefore  he  had  ac« 

compliftied  much,  he  was  removed  by  poifon  ".     In  the  coo* , 

dave  after  his  death,  which  fubfifted  feveral  months,  th^ 

Italian  aod  the  French  faftions  were  fo  nicely  balanced,  that 

there  could  have  been  no  elefUon,  if  the  former  had  not  pro* 

pofed  to  name  three  eminent  perfons  amongft  the  clergy  oa 

the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  out  of  which  they  might 

name  one  who  was  to  be  unanimonfly  proclaimed  pope. 

This  expedient'  being  accepted,  they  named   three  arch- 

biftiops,  all  part'izans  of  Bonj/ace  the  eighth,  and  amongft 

^hefc  was  Bert  rand  de  Cot,  archbiftiop  oi  BourdeoMX  *.  King 

Philip,  being  informed  of  this,  and  happening  to  receive  the 

news  when  he  was  in  Poitou,  fent  to  delire  the  archbi(hop 

would  meet  him,  as  if  it  was  by  chance,  in  a  wood.     There 

the  king  told  him,  ,he  would  certainly  make  him  pope,,  if  he 

would  p'romife  him  an  abfolute  pardon  for  all  that  had  been 

done  againft   Boniface,  an  authentic  coodemQatton  of  the 

conduft  and  memory  of  that  ppntif,  the  reftituripn  of  the 

honours  and  eftates  of  the  Cohnna^s,  the  tenths  erf  the  dagy 

of  France  for  five  years,  and  another  requeft  which  he  would 

make  to  him  at  a  proper  time.     Bertrund^  i^thout  hefita- 

tion,  accepted  the  king's  propofition^p  and,  bdng  uoaxii- 

moufly  elefted  pope,  took  the  name  oi^.CSeinentikkt  fifth*. 

f  his  pope       The  new  pontif,_to  the  great  regret  of  the  &dSan  cardi* 

is  crerMned  jials,  refolved  to  be  crowned  z.i Lyons ;  which  was  performed 

^  Lyons,  accordingly,  with  great  ceremony,  oq  the  i4thaf  iVtfxwwafcr. 

•  Rmnald.  Bait  let.  Du  Puy,  P.  ^mil.  dc  rel>as  geftis 
f rancorum.  «  SpoND.  F/elix,  Osius.  »  ViLtAKi 
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Ivi  returning  from  the  church  to  his  palace,  the  pope  wts  on  and  re-   . 
horfei>ack  with  his  triple  crowQ  on  Jus  head,  and  th^iivigfi'ovfstbe 
i^Francfy  his  brothers,  the  counts  de  Valois  and  Evr^x^t^^^'fi" 
apd  the  duke  c^  BretagnCy  led  the  beaft  by  turns.    This^*^^-^'*** 
proceffioni  however,  would  not  have  claimed  a  place  in  our  ^^^  '^ 
faiftofy,  but  for  the  accident  which  attended  it ;  for  a  great    ^^i)°* 
number  of  fpe£tators  having  taken  pod  upon  zn  old  wall,  it     |  'q^\ 
feU  down  at  once,  by  which  the  pope  had  his  tiara  beat  off, 
the  king  and  the  count  de  Valois  were  wounded,  the  duke  de 
Bretagne^  the  pope's  brother,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of 
diftin^ion,  were  bruifed  to  death  y.     Such  ^vas  the  intrp* 
duftion  of  the  papal  court  into  France  y  for  this  pontif  and  fe» 
veral  of  his  fucceflbrs,  leaving  Rome,  fixed  their  feat  at  Jvig^ 
non^     Clement  fedormtd  his  pron^iifes  tolerably  well ;  he  re- 
voked, or  foftencd,  all  the  bulls  that  Boniface  had  UTued  ;  he 
granted  the  king  the  tenths  of  the  clergy,  for  the  term  re- 

*  quired-;  he  created  feveral  cardinals  at  hisrequeft.;  butfpr 
Aigmatizing  the  memory  of  Boniface  he  took  time,  under 
pretence  of  examining  witnefTes  :  but,  at  length,  it  ended  In 
a  juAification  of  his  predece0br,  in  which  the  king  acquiefced, 
as  finding  it  unavoidable  >;.  The  king  found  it  neceflfaryto 
fend  his  (on  Lewis  into  Navarre^  where  he  took- the  title  of 
king,  as  heir  of  his  mother.  He  had  the  fatisfaflion  alfo  of 
&eing  the  marriage  completed  between  his  daughter  ^afel  - 
and  Edward  the  iecond,  become  lately  king  of  England,  with 

.  whom  he  had  an  interview  at  Bohgne^  where  he  did  him 
hom^^e  for  the  duchy  of  Cuienne,  and  the  county  of  Pon* 
thieu  *.  The  death  of  the  emperor  Albert  of  Jujlriay  who 
was  aflailinated  by  his  ne{rfiew,  afibrded  Philip  an  op- 
portunity .of  difciofing  to  the  pope  his  laft  demand,'  which  he 
had  fo  long  kept  fecret,  and  which,  if  he  had  ftill  retained 
in  his  own  breail,  had  infallibly  taken  tSkOi ;  but  the  kiqg 
having  decided  in  council  that  his  view  was  to  fet  his  bro* 
ther  Charles  of  Valois  upon  the  ^nperial  throne,  he  was  ad« 
vifed  to  demand  afliihnce  of  the  pope  in  perfon,  attended  by 
his  court  and  a  good  body  of  troops,  wiiich  the  king  reliflied ;  « 
bat,  while  he  was  making  the  neceffary  preparations,  Clement 
was  informed  of  his  intention,  and  wrote  thereupon,  in  .ftrong 
terms,  to  the  «le£lor$,  that  they  could  not  do  any  thing  better 

.  for  themfdves,  or  the  peace  oi  Europe,  than  to  chufe  an  em'* 
peror  without  delay,  and  named  to  them  Henrjf  of  Luxem' 
bufgb;  fo  that,  before  the  king  arrived  at  Avignon,  the 

y  ViLiAW.   NicoL.  Trxvbt.  Annalcs,   Gaqj^.im   Hiftor.. 
Frahcori^m.  >  Gacu^iki  Hiil.  Francorum.  *  Coat. 
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cl^ffioa   was  over,  and  Clement   delivered  from   the  ap- 
A  D      Pr^^9^°^5  ^f  being  diftrcf&d  by  a  French  king  on  the  one 
I  i lo'     **^^'*  ^"^  ^  Fr^^cA  emperor  on  the  other  ^.     Philips  however, 
^    *    had  better  fuccefs  in  another  projeft,  which  was  that  of  re- 
uniting the  dty  of  Lyom  to  the  reahn  of  France^  ftom  which 
it  had  been  formerly  detached,  to  make  a  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Aries ^  and  was  at  this  time  a  kind  of  principality,  in 
the  hands  of  its  archbifliop,  ^o,  partly  by  fair  promUes, 
'  but  chiefly  by  the  appearance  of  ^rwis  kingirf  Navarre  with 
aij  army  at  its  gates,  was  conftrained,  Hmer  certain  condi- 
tions, to  render  it  to  the  crown.  *  This  ^WS  jtiftly  confidered 
as  a  great  acquifitiou,  tho*  the  king  fel^ficred  the  arch- 
Bifhop  to  ftile  himfelf  count  of  Lyom  *.  *'  ^^ 
'A  re/oh' '      The  king  had  all  this  time  a  very  troublefome  afiair  upon 
tiontaPhf  his  hands,  of  which  the  world  knew  not  what  to  think  in 
to  bumble  }^}s  own  time,  and  with  refpecl  to  which  the  fcntiments  of 
^^^'^^^"  poflerity  have  been,    and  perhaps  ever  will   be,  divided. 
fkn  ht    '^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  profecution  of  the  knights  templars,  a  military 
teir^Urs'  Order  that  had  been  eftablifhed  for  the  proteftion  of  fuch  as 
into'wbick  ^^^^  ^"^  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  which  had  received 
the  pope     Us  name  from  a  boufe,  or  palace,  given  them  by  one  of  the 
enters,       kings  of  Jerufalem^  near  the  temple.     This  order  had  fob- 
fitted  near  two  hundred*  years,  was  fpread  through  the  do- 
minions of  all  Chriftian  princes,  had  vafl  pofleffions  in  land, 
was  immenfely  rich,  and  was  compofed  of  men  of  the  beft 
families  in  every  nation  throughout  Europe^.     They  were, 
'  indeed,  very  much  declined  from  that  reputation  in  which 
'  they  had  formerly  ftood ;  were  deeply  tinged  with  thc'cor- 
'  ruption  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived ;  were  extremdy 
hated  for  their  pride  and  luxury;  and,  amongft'otheriaces, 
'  were  particularly  decried  for  drunkennefs ;  infomuch,  that 
'  to  drink  like  a  templar  was  become  a  proverb  *.    Two  of  this 
"order  being  fen  fenced  by  the  grand  matter  to  perpetual  im- 
"prifonment,  the  one  a  Frenchman  for  herefy  (which  is  very 
remarkable),  the  other  an '//tf  AW,  for  a  multitude  of  crimes, 
infihuated,  that,  if  they  might  have  life  and  liberty  given 
them,  they  would  difcover  certain  fe<yaf*^raftices  of  their 
order  that  were  little  fufpefted  ^     Th^'men,  being  admit- 
ted as  witnefles,  depofed,  amongft  other  holHble  things,  that, 
at  their  entrance  into  the  order,  every  knight  was  obliged  to 
"  renounce  his  Saviour,  to  go  through  feveral  indccient  and 
,  filthy  ceremoilles,  ^nd  were,  through  their  whole  lives,  in-' 

**  ViLLA'ij.  Gaguin.  Hift.   '  «  Menitrish  Hiftoire 
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dulged  iQ  the  mod  horrid  and  abominable  of  all  lyf(s  g. 
The  king  had  thefe  ioformations  before  the  pope's  cOrbna- 
tion>  and  had  then  feveral  conferences,  vith  him  OQ  ^hlslJTub- 
jeA|  which  induced  the  pope  to  command  Jcanes.  de  'Molaif 
the  grand  mafter,  and  other  great  officers  of  the  order,  ^o 
repair  into  France^  under  pretence  of  concerting  meafnres 
for  a-  new  croifade;  where,  with  the  reft  of  the  knights 
templars,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  forty,  they  were  . 
arrefted,  by  the  command  of  king  PHlif,.  in  one  day^  and 
committed  to  fey^ral  prims  \  . 

At  firft  the  pc^  feemed  to  be  in  great  doubt  in  this  mat-  Thatonkr 
ter,  and  to  pr(3)cf^  in  it  more  briikly  by  degrees,  through  y»//r^i/ 
the  evidence  that  was  brought  out  in  profecutions  before  his  in  tbi 

■inquifitor,  joined  with  the  king^s  commiflaries,   to  vfhom^^f^of 
the.  gre4teft  part  of  the  knights  freely  confeffed  all  that  had  Viennc, 
been  laid  to  their  charge,  and  gave  a  diftin£l  and  particular  ^'^ 
account  of  all  their  horj-id  pr^ftias,  to  which  the  firft  wit-  ^^^^^^v 
neffe^  had  depofcd.     But  ftill  a  confiderabk  number  perfifted  ^^/^^^'^ 
firmly  in  denying  every  word  of  what  had  been  advanced  ;  p^^  ^^ 
afferting,  that  thofe,  who  had  confeflfed,  did  it  through  fear  dtatb. 
of  death,  through  force  of  torture,  or  through  flattering  pro* 
mtfesof'life  and  UbertyV.     Between  fifty  and   threefcore 
of  thefe   fufFcred  death,  in  a  field    near  the   convent  of 
St.^  Anthony  at  PariSy  and  died  with  great  fteadinefs  and 
piety,  profefling  their  innocence  to  the  laft  ^,    The  pope,  to 
put  ap  end  to  this  and  to  other  perplexed- aiFairs,  appointed,  a 
general  council  tabe  .held  at  Vierme^  in  Dauphiny ;  where,    A.  D. 
on  the  ^^A  of  May^  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  the  count     1312. 
de  Vahis  his  brother,  Lewis  kirug  of  Navarre^  and  the  other 
two  princes  his  foas,  a  bjuU,  for  the  condemnation  and  ex- 
tinftion.  of  the  order,  was  publifhed,  and  their  eftates,  ex-    . 
ctpting  €afiile,»Jrr£gon,  Portugal,  and  Majorca,  given  to 
the  knights,  of  St.^j^ft'^t  Jerufdenty  o.therwife  knights  pf 
Rhodes,  iUd  now -(^  Malta  ;  but  without  hearing  the  knights 
in  their  own  defence,  tho'  they  demanded   it  with  great 
earneftnefs,  the  gjjflid  mafter  and  other  great  ofiicers  being  . 
referved  to  a  fu^u^Jjudgment^  >  In  this  council,  the  memory 
of  pope  Bon^ac^t^  eighth  was  freed  from  all  imputation  of 
herefy,  feveral  H4§^ors  making  long  fpeeches  in  fupport  of 
his  innocence ;  rl^ud,  after  this  was  over,  two  Catalan  knights 

'  entered^  and  threw  down  their  gauntlets,  offering  to  prove, 
at  the  launces  point,  againft  any. of  the  king  of  France's 

«  Baluz,  Rainaid.  >  <5aguin.  Hift.  '  Cent. 

,Nang.         k  ViLtAN,  Cent.  NicH.  TaiV£Ti.  *  Thom. 

Walsingham.  ' 

fubjefts. 


fubj<^£):Sy  the  innoceoce  of  the  deceafed  pope,  larcCpedl  of 

the  charges  that  had  been  brought  againft  him,  not  only  as  to 

fiei'eiy,  but  as  to  impiety,  atheiib,  and  immorality;  with 

^¥hich,  tho'  king  Philip  was  by  no  means  pleafibd,  yet^  things 

werefocifcumftanced,  thathewaso1>liged  to  f^m  contented  <»« 

^he  grand    "jAMi^s  DE  Moi.Ai;  grand  mafter  of  the  knights  templars, 

mafter  and2ivA  tRe  three  great  officers  of  the  order,  findipg  they  were 

€hiefcfi'   not  fet  at  liberty,  as  they  had  been  promifed,  after  five  y^rs 

cers  Imrn^  confinement,  InfiAi^d  upon  bemg  brought  to  a  trial ;  ami, 

ed,  and     upon  their  own  confeffions,  which  were  very  full  ahd.eic- 

,^^r^|^  prefs,  were  condemned  to  fuffer  perpetual  imprifonment, 

fth^^  -^  ^^^  making  open  acknowlegement  of  their  crimes  befoc?  the 

•Sr  drF'    people.     In  order  to  this,  a  fcafFold  was  fet  up  before  the 

ttf/ui.      gr^^  porch  of  the  -Notre  DamCf.  upon  which  the  criminab 

'   .   .      wfere  placed,  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  cardinals,  and  other 

perfons  of  diftin^ion,  iind  of  a  prodigious   multitude  of 

people;  where,  their  .fentence  and  confeffions  being  read, 

they  defired  leave  to  fpeak  P.     This  being  grapted,  James  de 

Moiai  declared,  with  a  loud  voice,  that  all  they  h^d  heard 

was  abfoUuely  falfei  that  they  had  been  threatened  and  k^ 

*  duced  into  thofe  confeffions,  and  that,  tho*  tbemfelyes  aad 
their  brethren  had  frailties  and  failings  as  well  as  other  inefl, 
yet,  with  refpct^  to  thofe  impieties  and  impuritiee^  t^at  had 

^  bceii  charged  upon  them,  they  were  abfolutely  innocent. 
^  The  king,  being  iaformed  of  this,  was  fo  enraged,  that  he 
-ordered  them  all  to  be  burnt  in  a  Aow  fire  behind  the  garden 

wall  of  his  palace ;  where  they  fuffered  with  great  coaipofoie 
-  artd  conftancy,  which  was  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe 

the  grand  mafter  was  of  a  very  fickle  difpofitioni  had  coil- 

*  feded  and  recanted  feveral  times,  aod  ihewed  fuch  a  weak- 
nefs  of  fpirit  as  had  rendered  him  very  defpicabie  ^,  It  is 
reported,  that,  a  little  before  he  expired,  be  fiimmoned  the 

•  pope  in  forty  days,  and  the  king  in  fdilir  moqibs,  to  anfwer 
'  at  the  divine  tribunal  for  the  njwrder  of  himfelf  and  his  bre- 
thren.    Of  the  original  accufers  it  was  remarked,  that  the 

•  iFrenckman  was  aflfaffinated  as  foon  as  he  was  releafed  outi)f 
•prifon,  and  that  the  Italian^  having  committed  a  mqrderi 

was  hanged  for  it  not  long  after  p.  The  order,  however, 
was  every-tvhere  fuppreffed  in  England  by  authority  of  par- 
liament, but  upon  general  fu^eftions,  and  the  knights  were 
confined  to  certain  convents,  with  handfome  allowances, 
upon  which  they  lived  r^ularly^   and  without  afiording 

*»  Rainalb.  Contin.  Nang.  «  Villak.  G>ictriNi 

Hjft.  ^  P.  iEMiL.  Lc  G£>roa$,  p  Cjaguini  HilL 
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the  kaft  countenance  to  the  impntadon  that  had  b^ti<caft 
Vpoiv  thek  or<ler  ^.  In  the  Spani/b  kingdom^  the  ted[$plars 
(ii#ered  no  injury  in  their  perfons,  but  their  lands  w^reap* 
propriatcf  to  other  religious  orders,  or  to  the  defence  irf  the 
eoantries,  where  they  were  fitnated,  againft  the  Moorr.  In 
ihort,  it  has  been  much  doubted,  whether,  the  greateft  crime 
of  thefe*  knights  was  not  their  wealth  and  their  pofleflions ; 
and  as  it  is  faid  that  the  order  pofleffed^  at  the  time  of  ttS 
fuppreiTion,  fucteen  thoufand  lordlhips, -this  will  appear  the 
lefs  incredible.  The  immenfe  wealth  found  in  their  houfes^ 
which  every- where  bore  the  name  of  temples,  was  alfo  con-  . 
fi&ated  ^ 

There  happened  fome  difputes  between  the  king  and  his  Theaffairs 
fon-in-law  Edward  the  fecond  of  Englatidf  which  feem  to  o/hng 
haye  arifen  chiefly  from  mifunderftandings  between  their  Philip 
officers  in  frontier  places ;  yet  they  might  have  produced  ?  ^ah  an  ill 
rupture,  if  both  princes  had  npt  been  equally  unwilling  to  turn  at 
come  to  extremities.     To  prevent  thefe,  Edward^  with  his  ^'^^  ^*^ 
queen  Ifabel^  repaired  to  Paris ;  and,  having  paflcd  fome  time  ^'^^^^^^ 
there  in  the  moft  agreeable  manner,  all  things  were  amicably 
adjufted,  and  king  Philip  fubfcribed  an  aft,  by  which  all 
memory'"  of  their  former  differences,  as  well  as  the  errors  of 
their  officers  which  had  occafioned  them,  were  abolifhed  % 
The  old  quarrel  with  Flanders  was.  revived  with  great  heatj 
the  king  infifting  that  the  count  had  infringed  the  laft  treaty  j 
whereas  the  count  as  poiitlvely  aflerted,  that  it  had  been  brokeq  . 
by  the  king  himfelf ;  who,  upon  the  count's  retiring  pii-' 
vately  from.  Paris y  and  his  fpn*s  making  his  efeape  after  he 
W2fs  arrefied,  fummoned  him  to  abide  the  judgment  of  his 
peers;  and  he  not  appearing  in  perfon,  but  by  deputy,  the 
king  upon  this^  and  other  i(uggeftions,  procured  a  fcntence, 
by  which  all  his  eftates  were  declared  confifcated  ;  which,' 
however,  was  efteemed  hard,  and  to  be  rather  fevere  thai| 
fh-ift  juf^ice,  tho'  the  lung  had  extended  the  power,  aod 
raifed  the  credit  of  his  parliamieot  higher  than  it  had  ever 
flood  in  the  days  of  his  predecefibrs  <  (L),    But,  whatever 

■    .    X  j\'i    '  -   •  / 

.^  T116M.  Wv^miifarAif,  Contin.  NiCH.  Trivet.   Wxrv; 
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•  Gagvini  H\St.  »  P.  Amil.  P.Paiiiel, 

.    (L)  It  was  to  t^h  dirnngand    erf  tlic  prince,  and  held  its  aflcm-   > 
^vrt  monarch  Philip  thefmr^     blics  where  he  judged  it  jnoft 
that  the  Trenth  owe  the  fixing     convenient.     This  is  faid  to  be 
their  parliament  of  P/zr/V,  which    in  1302,    and   was,    without 
bad  belbre  fellowedthe  perfon    doubt,  at  the  time,-  confidercd' 

at 


Ac  fcntimcnts  of  the  world  might  b«,  Philips  reculriag,  to 
his  pld  objed,  which  was  reuniting  this  great  fief  to  his 

crowd. 


dis  a  prudent  and  popular  ac- 
tion. At  the  fame  time  king 
Tifilip  did  thisy  he  brought  in 
more  lawyers  into  that  aiTem- 
bly,  and  appointed  fuperiors, 
by  the  title  of  prefidents,  to 
fee  that  every  thing  was  done 
with  decency  and  order.  Thofe 
who  had  formerly  officiated  in 
this  manner  were  ililed  mafters 
of  the  parliament,  they,  were  not 
fixM  olHcers  for  life,  but  held 
their  places  by  commiflion  ; 
neither  did  the  parliament  con- 
tinue always  fitting,  but  had 
fiated  times  for  their  meeting, 
as  appears  by  their  judgments 
that  are  (UIl  extant.  The  prin- 
cipal view  of  Fbilif  in  theie 
regulations,  wa^  to.  U%t  him* 
felf  from  the  trouble  of  legal 
dedfions,  without  prejudice  to 
his  fubje£ls;  for  hitherto  the 
kings  themfelves  had  fat  in  this 
judicature ;  which  he  found  i|i- 
convenient,  more  efpecially  as 
the  number  of  appeals  conti- 
nually increafed.  By  this  means 
the  parliament  came  to  be  coft- 
fidered  as  a  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,'  which  indeed  it  had 
always  been;  but  it  was,  ne* 
verthelefs,  a  Council  of  ftate,  an 
afiembly  of  peers  and  of  pre- 
lates, in  which,  and  by  tke 
advice  of  which,  the  king  re- 
gulated affairs  of  the  greatefl 
moment,  and  which  moil  re- 
medied die  welfare  of  the  ^i^* 
A  great  modern  writer  feems  to 
think,  that  the .  dignity  of  this 
court  was  abafed  by  the  intro- 
du£Uon  of  fo  many  jurifb,  as 
he  calls  them ;  whereas  an 
elder  author,  and  one  of  at 
lead  equal  authority,  coniiders 
this  as  a  great  blefiihg  to  the 


iftate,  as  it  preferved  the  mon« 
archy  entire,  and  hindered  it 
from  being  cantoned  into  Httle 
principalities,  as  Germany  and 
Ital)/  had  been.  This  monarch 
alfo  ereded  the  parliament  of 
?'^«/0ff/^,  apparently  after  the 
model  of  that  of  Paris ^  fince 
he  appointed  fix  eccl«iiaftical 
and  fix  lay  counfellors.  He 
fettled  the  court  of  excheqiier 
in  Normandy  upon  a  like  plan, 
and  appointed  the  great  days 
or  folemn  affizes  at  Troyes,  is 
Champagne.  His  difierence  with 
pope  Boniface  the  eighth  put 
him,  by  the  advice  of  the  Sieur 
de  Marignij  upon  calling  what 
were  afterwards  fiiled  aiTem- 
blies  of  the  ftates,  in  which  the 
nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  de- 
puties of  the  cities,  fat  fepa- 
rately,  and  framed  their  refpec- 
tive  letters  to  the  cardinals  at 
Rome,in  which  they  afferted  the 
independency  of  the  crown, 
juflified  the  king^s  meafures, 
and  appealed  from  the  tribunal 
of  the  pope.  Such  as  are  ex- 
tremely attached  to  the  arifto- 
cratic  form  of  government  are 
offended  alio  with  this  meafure, 
as  introducing,  in  their  fenti- 
ments,  an  alteration  in  the 
Gallic  conftitution.  Yet,  if  this 
matter  be  fb-i^ly  confidered, 
we  fhall  find  it  was  not  an  al- 
teration, but  a  reftitution,  of 
the  government,  fince,  accord- 
ing to  the  original  fyfteni  of  the 
Franhl  every  freeman  was  ia- 
titled  to  fome  (hare  in  the  go- 
vernment, either  virtually,  or 
in  perfon.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  inhabitants  of  cities  and 
towns,  being  no  longer  vafTaU, 
but  contributing;  both  in  m(». 
and 
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crown,  pnrfacd  this  fentence  of  the  law  with  a  lOpS^Stknf 
force,  notwithftanding  the  interpofition  of  the  popej'  %Ho, 
by  his  legate  cardinal  Cqffelin,  laboured  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  to  heal  this  breach,  and  to  prevent  the  deftruftion  of 
the  count,  who  was  rather  unhappy  than  undutifiil.  But 
after  much  altercation,  and  many  propofkions  made  and  re- 
jcfted  on  both  fides,  the  king  took  a  refolution,  grounded 
upon  an  opinion  that  the  conqueft  was  eafy,  to  leave  all  things 
to  the  decifion  of  arms  ;  and  having  aflembled  a  numerous 
army,  conlmanded  by  himfelf,  his  two  brothers,  and  his 
three  fons,  he  marched  direftly  againft  the  Flemings ;  but» 
upon  new  propofitions  from  the  count,  who  gave  hoftages 
for  the  performance  of  them,  and  furrendered  alfo  the  for- 
tress of  Cmrtray  into  the  king's  hands,  he  confented  to  a 
new  treaty ;  and  having  done  nothing  worth  mentioning, 
except  conferring  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  his  three 
fons,  and  on  Hugh  duke  of  Burgundy ^  in  the  field,  he  re-- 
turned  to  Paris  ".  The  true  reafon  of  this  retreat,  which 
did  him  no  great  honour,  was  the  want  of  money,  and  the 
liaiall  difpofition  fliewn  by  his  fubjefts  to  fubmit  to  the  me- 
thods his  miniflers  had  contrived '  for  raifingit;  a  misfor- 
tune which  he  had  never  met  with  before,  and  which  there- 
fore made  the  greater  imprefiion  oti  a  prince  of  his  high 
fpirit^.  ' 

The  truth  of  the  matter  was,  that,  finding  themfelves  in  jg>  faJke, 
a  manner  exhaufted,  and  remembring  the  diftrefles  that  had  thefi  and 
been  brought  upon  them  by  the  laft  Flemifh  war,  there  fud-yaw  1*- 

«  Gaouini  Hift.    Contin.  Nangii,   P.  -^mil.   Dupleix, 
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and  money  to  the  fervice  of  the  operate  as  they  had  formerly 

.  ftate,  it  was  but  reafonablc  chat  done  in  France.     But,  after  all, 

they  fhould  have  a  meafure  of  when  he  had  ferved  Mmfelf  by 

power  annexed  to  their  pro-  this  method,  his  fubjefts  avail- 

perty.     To  fpeak  impartially,  ed  themfelves  of  it  in  their  turn, 

however,  there  is>,)ittle  reafon  and  began  to  purfue  their  own 

to  fappofc,  that  PMif  was  in-  views,  and  to  take  care  of  their 

duccd  by  this  motive  to  a£l  as  own  interefts  in  thefe  aflemblies, 

he  did.     The  ftate  of  his  affairs  capitulating  with  the  king,  that 

didatcd  to  him  this  ftep.     It  they  would  give  him  fuch  and 

was  of  great  confequence  to  fuch  fubfidies    in  cafe  he  re- 

him,  to  let  the  court  of  Rome  dreiTed    fuch   and  fuch  griev- 

fee  how  much  all  his  fubjefts  ances,  more  efpecially  the  greal 

were  attached  to  his  govern-  point  of  the  money,  which  he 

ment,   land ,  that  eccleiiaftical  had  repeatedly  debafed. 
ceofures  were   no;  likely   to 

^  denly 
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^ic  mi/'  denly  appeared  a  ftrange  fpirit  of  difaife^ion  through  all  his 
jQrtuneifo  ^minioDS ;  fo  that  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  cities^  ia 
much  to     fcveral  provinces,  entered  into  confederacies,  to  prevent  the 
beartythat  jjiinifters  froiti  Carrying  their  meafures  for  levying  money  into 
^^^^H^    execution;  which,  when  itcouM  be  no  longer.concealed  from 
him  to  the  ^^  y jjg^  afFefted  him  exceedingly  ».     To  tks  was  added  a 
iramt.      ^^^  circnmftance  of  domeftic  chagrin,  that  penetrated  flill 
deeper.    He  had   taken  great  care  in  marrying  the  three 
^inces  his  fons,  all  handfome  and  accompliflied  youths,  in  a 
inanner  fuitable  to  their  birth,  and  great  fufpicions  arofc  of 
the  infidelity  of  all  their  wives;   upon  a  llrift  examina- 
tion into  this  matter,  Margaret  queen  of  Navarre^  daugh- 
.     ^ter  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy^    and  Blanch^  the  wife  of 
Charles  count  de  la  March^   appeared  to  be  guilty,    and 
to  have  lived  for  fome  time  in  a  fcandalous  commerce  with 
PhiUj^  and  Walter  de  Laufiai,  men  of  a'noble  family,  but  ra- 
ther mean  than  comely  in  their  perfons ;  for  which  they  were 
fcntenced  tp  perpetual  imprifonment,  and  their  gallants,  after 
being  flca'd  alive,  were  drawn  over  a  field,  and  then  hung 
'tipon  a  gibbet^  with  an  uflier  of  the  chamber,  who  had  beea 
privy  to  their  amours  y.    The  vexation  of  this  (hameful 
affahr,  added  to  his  former  difappointments,  threw  the  king 
into  a  wafting  confumptipn,  in  which  the.  (kill  of  his  phyli« 
J.  -Q      ciafls  could  do  nothing ;  fo  that  he  expired  on  the  29th  of 
J  *  -'     November^  in  the  joth  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  47  th  6? 
his  age ».    He  was  certainly,  to  give  his  charafter  in  few 
words,  a  prince  of  great  talents,  great  virtues,  and  great 
vices,  of  Which  the  moft  flagrant  were  avarice  and  Cruelty ; 
the  confequences  of  which  were  feverely  felt  in  his  domi- 
nions long  after  his  deceafe.     ' 
Lewis  X.  ^  Lewis,  furnamed  Hutiuj  which  figuifics  the . Bo^eroui, 
jurnanud  or  the  ^arrelfime^  becaufe  fomething  of  this  kind  appeared 
Hutin,      in  his  temper  while  a  child,  fucceeded  at  twenty-three,  or, 
f^f^eeds     as  other  writers  fay,  at  twenty-five  years  of  age,  being  al- 
his father,  ^^^y  j^j„  ^f  Navarre.    He  continued  to  ufe  the  fame  fcal 
and  meets  ^  |^  jj-g  f^^)^^f^  life-time,  .and  put  off  his  coronation,  under 
'jiVaH^  pretence  of  making  the  fame  ceremony  ferve  for  himfelf  and 
ttdien.     ^'^^  "^^^  queen,  whofe  ftame  was  Clemencey  the  daughter  of 
Charles  king  of  Hungary,  his  firft  queen  Margaret  being 
ftrangled,  by  his  order,  for  the  crime  of  adultery,  in  her 
prifon  of  Chateau-GaiUard  \     There  were,  however,  other 
reafons  for  this  delay ;  fuch  as  the  want  of  money,  tl^  trea* 

»  Contin.  Nakc.  Ga^vini  Hid.  f  Tnventaire  de  Char- 
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fury  being  ifl  a  manner  empty  at  his  father's  decedfe ;  and  the 
dffcontents  that  reigned  in  fcveral  provinces  of  the  kingdkkn, 
which  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  compofe,  to  prevent  any  dif- 
turbance  at  that  folemnity ;  which  he  effefted  by  the  inter- 
pofitioQ  of  his  uncle  Charles  de  Valois,  and  the  king's  pro* 
mifes,  that  the  nobility  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  privilege* 
they  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of  St.  Lewis.  Thefe  obftocles  be^ 
ing  removed,  he  was  crowned  at  Rheims^  by  Robert  de  Cour* 
tenai,  archhifhop  of  that  city  *.  The  count  de  Vatois^  tho' 
the  king  was  of  age,  hid  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  him,  that, 
in  effeft,  he  governed  in  his  name ;  which  was  the  eafier  (or 
him  to  do,  as  he  had  a  great  (hare  in  the  adminiftrattoa 
during  that  of  his  fether,  tho'  perhaps  it  had  been  better  for 
both  kings  if  they  had  cpnfided  in  him  lefs,  his  hafty  and 
paffionate  difpoiition  being  the  principal  caufeof  tho(e<&f«* 
afters  that  happened  bodi  to  kis  brother  and  his  oephew  «^. 

Where  a  king  is  in  want  of  money,  his  government  can*  The  ih^ 
not  long  be  either  fteady  or  peaceable,     Le^is  was  (urpukAyuffers  bis 
to  find  himfelf  fo  much  diftreffed ;  he  demanded  the  reajbn  wuie^  tht 
ofitinhis  council,  and  his  uncle  charged  it  n^oa  Enguer*  ^'^^ ^^ 
rand  le  Poitier  de  Marigni,  a  nobleman  of  Norman  extrac*    ^^il-  ** 
tion,  whom  his  father  had  raifed  to  the  title  of  count  4? '^/y'^ 
LongueviUe,  to  the  poft  of  chamberlain,  and,  in  effeft,  te  ^^^  * 
that  of  prime  minifter,  by  giving  him  the  direftion  of  the  ^^^ 
finances  :  he  was  a  man  of  great  abilities,  but  as  warm  in  his 
temper  as  the  count  de  ValoiSy  and  unable  to  bear  this  ufege 
after  the  great  fervices  he  had  doqe  the  ftate;  for  it  was 
chiefly  thcough  his  management,   that  Philip  the  Fair  had 
triumphed  over  pope  Boniface ^  and  obtained  fo  much  fron^ 
the  late  pope  Clement  the  fifth.     In  fupport,  therefore,  oT 
his  own  cohduft  and  character,  he  boldly  anlwered,  that  fb 
much  of  the  king's  treafure  as  had  not  been  fpent  for  his 
fervice,  had  been  taken  by  the  count  d!f  Ftf/c/j  himfelf  •*.  The 
count  upon  this  gave  him  the  lye,  which,  with  fome  vehe- 
taence,  Marigni  retorted  ;  fo  that  they  were  on  the  point  of 
drawing  their  fwdrds  in  the  king's  prefence.    The  reft  of  the 
council  interpofing,  the  count  de  Falois  fatisfied  himfelf  with 
putting  him  in  prifon,  and  caufmg  him  to  be  profecutcd, 
exhibiting  againft  him  a  multitude  of  charges,   fome  of 
^vhich  Were  deftitute  of  all  foundation,  others  flrongly  exag- 
gerated, and  in  fome  there  might  be  truth  *.     He  demanded 
time  to  make  bis  defence ;  y^hich  was  refufed  him,  and  thc^ 
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count  had  fo  great  influence  over  his  judges,  that  they  pro- 
nounced him  guilty  in  the  grofs  of  aU  that  had  been  laid  to 
his  charge.     But  the  king,  though  he  might  be  well  enough, 
content  to  fee  the  pride  of  Marigni  humbkd,  more  efpecially 
as  it  afforded  fadsfa£lion  to  his  fubjeAs,  yet  he  by  no  means 
delired  his  deftru£):ion»  as  having  a  great  opinion  of  bis  ca- 
pacity,  and  much  regard  for  his  family;  but  the  count  d^ 
Valois  was  not  to  be  pacified^  his  refentment  had  dilated  the 
ruin  of  Marigni^  and  he  refolved  to  accomplifh  it  ^ 
^bf  Sieur      THE  next  flep  taken,  in  order  to  deprive  him  of  the 
dcMarig.  king's  favour  and  pity,  was  to  caufe  his  filler  and  wife  to  be 
ni  is  re-  arretted,  together  with  the  pretended  magician,  Who  by 
ireaedat  th^jr  command,  as  it  was  faid,  had  made  images  of  wax  oif 
the  *vi3tm  ij^g  Yssxg  and  his  uncle,  in  order  to  deftroy  them  by  enchant- 
V^qT'      Dic**^-     The  magician  hanged  himfelf  in  prifon,  tlje  women 
^^^^'    were  convifted,  and  the  king  was  prevailed  upon  to  gijre 
^'      way  that  Marigni  fliould  be  executed «.    He  was  accordingly 
hanged  on  the  high  gibbet  at  lyiontfaucon^  fet  up  by  bis  own 
order,  that  the  bodies  of  notorious  offenders  might  be  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view.     He  did  not  fall  alone;  feveral  dl.  the 
inferior  officers  in  the  finances  were  confined  and  put  to  the 
torture;  his  brother, '  the  bifbop  of  Beauvais,  was  forced  to 
.  retire;  and  the  bifhop  of  Cjp/jA?/2j,  chancellor  oi  France^  was 
charged  with  being  his  accomplice,  and  with  having  pcnfoned 
his  predecefFor,  but  being  brought  to  a  public  trial  was  ac- 
quitted **.     All  this  was  far  from  anfwering  the  end  pro* 
pofed ;  Marigni  was  confidered  by  the  people  as  the  viftim 
of  the  count  de  Falois^s  paffion ;  and  that  they  judged  right,  ^ 
appeared  afterwards,  by  the  king's  leavinjg  a  cdhfiderable  fum  ' 
of  money  to  his  children  by  will,  and  by  the  count  de  Valois 

! jiving  krgely  to  the  poor  to  pray  for  Marigni  and  for  him- 
elf,  becaufe  he  looked  upon  his  being  ilruck  with  a  palfy 
to  be  a  judgment  from  heaven,  for  his  Teverity  in  perfecuting 
this  unfortunate  gendeman  :  neither  did  the  confifcatipn  of 
his  e£Fefts,  and  of  thofe  who  were  filled  his  accomplices, 
f urnifii  fupplies  in  any  proportion  to  the  king's  wants,  the', 
cxclufive  of  what  was  diverted  from  the  king's  coffers,  they 
were  very  confiderable  *. 
^be  king        The  coronation  quickly  exhaufled  thefe,  the  propofed 
makes  an    War  in  Flanders  required  new  aids,  and,  though  Marigni  was- 
unfucce/s-   in  his  grave,  yet  the  fpirit  he  had  introduced  into  the  conn- 
jul  cam'    cils  of  France  Hill  prevailed.     The  miniflers  found  means 
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to  compel  the  nobilltly  to  lend  the  king  mont^  un^fir  a  \znetypaign  im 
of  pretences;  they  levied  a   tenth  upon  the  clergy;  they Flandcrij 
ibid    their  liberty  to  the  king's   bondfm<n,  and  when  they  and  din. 
would  no  longer  buy,  they  levied  the  money  upon  them  by-^.^^^*^^*' 
force,  and  declared  them  free  whether  they  Would  or  not  ^.  ^''^  '''^«*** 
By  thefe,  and  other  pra(ftices  of  a  like  naturie,  an  army  was 
raifed,  and  the  king's  pailion  gratified,  who  defired  above  all 
things  to  chaJflife  the  Flemings',  or  rather  the  haughty  tern-     ' 
per  of  his  uncle  was  indulged,  who  managed  the  king  fo 
abfblutely,  that  he  ma^e  his  own  humours  appear  to  be  his. 
»The  pretcDce  of  this  war  was  the  breach  of  his  treaty  with 
king  Philip,  hy.  Rokert  de  Bethune,  count  of  Flandtirs\  but 
Robert  infilled  that  the  French  themfelveS  had  broke  it,  that 
he  had  paid  immenfe  fums  to  Enguerrand  de  Jllarigni,  and 
that  he  had  been  impofed  upon  and  deceived  in  many  re- 
fpeAs  '.    The  true  motive  to  the  war  was  the  entire  conqucft 
of  Flanders,  then  in  a  very  low  condition,  and  the  people 
harrafled  by  a  famine.     Count  Robert,  very  fenfible  that  he 
could  not  oppofe  force  by  force,  thought  it  excufable  to 
have  recourfe  to  fr^ud.     He  negotiated  with,  all  apparent 
figns  of  fubmiflion;  he  confented  to  give  hoftages,  and  to  deli- 
ver up  the  fortrefs  oiCourtray  ;  but,  at  length  the  wet  wea- 
ther came,  as  he  expefted,  and  the  French  army,  no  longer 
able  to  keep  the  field,  being  obliged  to  retreat,  he  recovered 
Courtray  by  furprize  ".     King  Lev)is  finding  his  cofFers  as 
empty  as  ever,  fell  into  great  perplexity,  from  which  he  was     -    *. 
delivered  hy  a  fuddcn  death,  occafioncd,  as  fomc  fay,   by       '  / 
drinking  imprudently  a  glafs  of  water  when  he  was  very  hot ;       ^     * 
but  others  think  he  was  poifoned  ",  and  Mezeray  afcribes  this 
to  the  accomplices  of  Marigni,  afiuring  us,  that,  at  this  time^ 
poifoa  was  but  too  frequent  in  France^,     But,  whatever 
was  the  caufe,  the  king  ended  his  days  at  the  Bois  de  Vincen^ 
ties  on  the  fifth  of  June,  after  a  reign  of  one  year  eight 
months  and  fix  days,  leaving  his  fubjefts  in  great  perplexity, 
on  thfe  fcore  of  the  queen's  being  with  child,  and  his  brother 
Philip  at  a  dlftance  (M)  \  fo  that  it  was  doubtful  whom  they 
Were  to  obey. 

Charles, 
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il/irgaret,  daughter  to  Robert  ed  of  adultery   in   1313,  was 
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Philip,  Charles,  count  of  Faloiu  unwilUog  tp  par|:  ynth  that 
count  e/  authority  which  he  had  fo  long  h^Id,  feizcd  the  Louvre^ 
Pdifticrs,  and  made  a  ftrong,  party  in  Wder  to  obtain  the  regency^ 
//  ^t^ared  yj^hich  he  had  the  more  tame  to  do,  becaufe  PhUipy  cooi^  <rf 
^'*'»  '*  PoiEloUy  heiog  at  Lyons^  yrhere  a  conclave  was  held  for  the 
^''.^  eleftion  of  a  pope,  could  not  be  prevailed  upop  to  mov^  tiU 
intrigues  y^  ^^^  ^^^  ipatter  jh  a  JFair  way  of  being  adjufted.  On  Ws 
arrival  at  Parij,  near  a  month  after  his  brother's  deceaie; 
he  fbiiod  things  in  great  confvfion;  but  being  fupported  by 
.  the  cohftable  the  count  df'Evreux^  tho*  brother  tf>  CharUx 
ie  ValiiSy  and  the  citiziens  of  PariSf  he  qprnpelled  that  am- 
bitious prince  tp  deliver  up  tktLouyre,  and  to  (ubauf  their 
pretehfions  to  the  dc^fion  of  the  court  of  peers,  'or,  as  i| 
was  then  ftiled,  the  parliament,  who  d^ci^ed,  that  ^e  re- 
gency belonged  of  rigfit  to  Philips  as.firft  prince  of  the  blood, 
to  whom  th^y  granted  that  tide  and  authority  fpr  eighteea 
yearis,  arid  direfted  a  great  feal,  which  he  was  to  ufe  durisg 
that  time,  with  this  infcriptipn,  "  Philip,  fon  of  th^  Frewi 
^  kiug,  goveriiing  the  realms  of  France  ^nd  Navarre*'  \ 
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oonfined  in  Chateau 'Gaillard^ 
smd  there  Urangled  by  her  huf- 
band's  command  the  year  fbi- 
Igwing  ;  bu(.  whether  befogs  or 
after  he  became  king  oi France 
is  not  very  clear,  the'  the  latter 
is  moil  probable.  Her  corpfe 
was  interred  in  the  convent  of 
ite  Cordeliers  at  Fertion.  By 
her  he  had  only  one  daughter, 
yoan  or  Jane,  heirefs  after  his 
deceafe  of  the  kingdom  of  Na* 
*varre^  and  of  the  counties  of 
Champagne  and  Brie^  educated 
at  the  court  of  her  uncle  Othoy 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  under 
t\\t  eye  of  her  grandmother. 
The  feoond  queen  of  Le'wis 
Hutin  was  dementia,  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Charles  Marvel, 
king  of  Hungary  ;  Ihe  efpoufed 
the  icing  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft  1315*  and  became  a  widow 
m  the  .beginning  <jf  June  fbl- 
lowine.  She  is  faid  to  have, 
been  h  paffionately  fond  of  her 
iiufband,  that  her  grief  prov^^ 


fatal  to  his  pofthamoos  foa 
John,  king  of  Frana  and  Na* 
varre  ;'  and  that,  a^r  having 
w.^pt  and  deplored  him  fok 
twelve  yt^s^  4|e  died  inconfiol- 
able  in  1328.  Le^wfj  had  idia 
a  natural  daughter,  named  £«• 
deHna,  who  oecanie  s^  nnn. 
An  antient  hif^orian  afcribes 
to  htm  the  fixing  the  court  of, 
parliament  at  Paris,  which 
other  authors  afcribe  to  his  h- 
ther.  'The  crime  of  poifoning 
was  focoipinpn  at  this  time  In 
France,  and  indeed  ia  other 
countries,  that  whenever  a  king 
died  fuddenly  the  people  made, 
no  fcruple  of  fuppoiing  that  hit 
end  was  hadened.  In  the  pre« 
fent  cafe  if:  is  not  eafy  to  dif« 
cern  who  (hould  have  an  interetf 
in  perpetrating  fnch  an  a6l,  fince 
his  demife,  as  things  at  that 
time  ftgod,  was  equally  fatal 
to  his  fubjefis  and  to^  the  rojai 
family. 


Sy  tiixilk  jittigiiamt  the  gbvetirinent  was  ifettlcd  ^  'die  pr^fiilA,  v 
ftild  :gaTt>  leilore  {br  fetiln^  tfattt  of  the  fnccefiion.    TRe 
crown  of  Framt^  fnsm  tlie  thae  of  :ff»gA  t^fV  ^^  g^e  ih 
t  lineal  focc^ei^sba  £rcnb  fk^hcr  tb  foQ  y  in  cafe  therefore  tRb 
ijueen  was  delivered  of  a  prince  there  could  be  no  difpnte.^ 
bQtiffl»wasixn>ug^ttob^ofaprificefey>orlfhtrfoiiihould  V 
die>  thea  came  the  doubt  how  the  orowkn  (hotfld  ddcfcn^ 
iwhich  wasibsauch  the  greater,  as  there  was  tib  wHtten  law 
(0  which  thef  xswiA  have  reoonarfe.    Sobe  ^kett  of  opuiioft 
that  the  kio^iA  was  a  great  fief>  und  thttt  the'refdre  th^ 
ftfcce^soQ  fhould  be  reflated  as  in  bthef  fiefa  ;  and  ih  thai 
cafe  the  prineefs  Jotm^  daughter  to  the  xieceafed  idng,  wa^ 
clbarly  the  hcirefs  of  'the  crown  \    Charki^  <cOunt  de  la 
Marchty  the  ybunger  bfother  of  tht  regent^  tJjorks  t>f  Valois^  , 
kHhnois  of  Evnu±,  his  ulkle3,  £udes  duke  of  burgundy ^ 
Afid  other  priiicbs  of  the  bibod/  were  of  this  opinfioh.    But 
others  all^d,  that  the  bulk  of  the  realm  of  Frahce  Con-  . 
£ftedof  fahque  lands,  and  therefore  ought  to  pafs  by  the  fa* 
.lique  law^  whith^  excluding  females,  the  regent  PMip^  as 
text  prince  of  the  blood,  was  to  inherit  r.    In  this  fituation 
of  thkgs  there  was  a  treaty  made  at  VincenneSy  the  17th  of 
June^  by  Which  it  was  ilipulated,  that,  in  cafe  the  queen 
Was  delivered  of  a  prineefs,  the  hdrefs  of  Lrwis  Hutin  Ihould 
have  the  kingdom  xA  Navarre ^  and  the  counties  of  Cham'- 
jfagne  and  Brie^  in  conjunftion  with  her-  yotidger  fifter  "{not 
yet  born);  that  the  prineefs  Joan  fhould  be  bred  up  at  th^ 
court  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy ^  her  uncle^  and  that  neither 
of  the  princeiles^  fiiould  be  mairried,  without  the  confent  ot 
the  perfon  aft  that  time  governing  the  realm  of  France^  and 
PMip  ftift  to  have  the  regency  of  Navarre  and  Champagne^ 
till  fuch  a  marridge  (hould  be  concluded  and  cOnfommated. 
In  the  cotfrfe  of  his  regency  he  engaged  in  a  War,  in  fuppori 
of  his  wife's  liother  Matilda,  countefi  of  Art9is,  againft 
cotmt  Rijbtriy  wfco  dahned  that  country  by  defcerit  •.     This 
War  he  cwidttfted  with  -echt  and  with  fuccefs,  obligeii  Ro* 
iert  to  furrender  himfelf  prifoner,  and  to  fubmlt  his  preten-* 
lions  to  the  decifion  of  the  parliament,  who  gave  judgment 
in  favour  of  the  coiintefs,  and  a  fatal  judgment  it  wa^t. 
The  queen  J  who  with  difficulty  efcap6d  from  a  fever^  in^ 
"With  grief  for  the  king  hei^  hufbadd  had  thrown  her,  was 
od  the  15th  ai  November  delivered  of  a  fon,  who  ^as  bapf 
tized  by  the  name  of  Jthrii  and  who  lived  a  week,  or,   as 
fofflft  fey,-  th^ee  ^^^z^  and  vl^fe  bbUcd  at  St.  Dehh,  bdng 
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I»r0daim^  king,  :a3  is  generally  iaid,  io  thefiniend  iarvice; 

;bac  there  are  ^ds  ftiU  ptrtferred  which  bear  dace  ia  hk 

(bort  reign,  lb  that  the  jDodem  hiflorians  arc  juftified,  who 

put  him  into  the  lift  of  kings  of  France  by  the  name  of 

Philip  V/  Philip  le  LonC,  or  Piii^  the  Tall,  haTii^  made  life 
cronA:ned  ^f  tjie  crowa  re^emic  to  ilrei^then  his  party,  was  dedaxed 
king  tn  ^j^igg  ijpQQth^  death  of  his  nephew;  and,  asfbon  as  things 
The  fall  f^^^  ^  adjuftcd  for  that  purpofe,  he  went  to  Rbeans^  in 
/tfwT  W  ^^^^  ^^  be  crowtied :  the  day  .fixed  for  that  parpofe  was  the 
at  i  he  fame  P^^^^^  of  January.,  The  :old  duchefs  of  Burgundy ,  the 
time  re-     joungeft  daughter  of  St.  L^vfis^  and  grandmother  to  queen 

fent  of    Joan  of  havar^fy  protefted.  by  letter  againft  this  afi:,  till  the 
Javarre.  rights  of  that  princefs  flioold  be  esiamined.     The  king's 
brother,  CharUs^  re^paired  to  Rbeims,  but  left  it  the  very 
morning  of  the  coronation,  which  occafioned  fuch  a  coofler- 
na'tion,  that  the  gates  of  the  city  were  fiiut  till  the  fotenmity 
was  over  "^^    The  new  king,  to  prevent  any  difpntes  about 
his  title,  called  a  general  aflembly  at  Paris,  in  which  his  co- 
ronation was  confirmed,   and  the  nobility,   prelates,   and 
others  who  aiRfled  there,  took  an  oath  of  allqg^nce  to  him 
and  to  his  fon  Lewis,  who  died  however  in  a  few  days  after  \ 
Philip  did  not  ftop  there ;  he  applied  himifelf  to  pope  Jdim 
.  «.      ^XII.  who  wrote  to  the  queen  dowager,  and  to  the  cooots 
^  '    •     Valois  and  de  la  Marche,  exhorting  them  not  to  difturb  the 
^  ''     peace  of  the  kingdom,  and,  at  the.  fame  time,  gave  his  in- 
ilruAioos  to  the  archbi(hop  of  Bmrges  to  excommunicate 
them  if  they  did  ^.     In  order  to  put  a  final  end  to  thefe  dif- 
putes,  Philip  gave  his  eldeft  daughter  in  ma#rtage  to  die 
duke  of  Burgundy y  and  with,  her  the  county  of  the  fame 
name,  of  which  her  mother  was  heirefs,  and  promiCbd  the 
the  queen  of  Navarre  Xo  the  fon  of  the  counx  de  Evreux, 
which  had  the  tS&(k  he  deHr^d,  and  pacified  all  who  had 
exerted  themfelves  on  the  fide  of  the  queen  otNavarre*    As 
for  the  count  de  la  Marche,  fine*  the  death  of  the  youi^ 
prince  Lewisj  he  had  changed  his  fendments,  and  highly 
approved  the  law  that  had  been  made  to  exclude  fiemjds 
from  the  throne,  becaufe  it  opcaed  him  a  paHage  tq  it  *• 
Nenvtrvw    .AFTER  all  this,  the  jealoufies  and  grievances  which  had 
lies  on  the  dUhu-bed  the  lafl  years  of  his  father's  reign  were  on  the 
$9ittt  of     pgint  of  creadng  troubles  in  his.     The  nobility,  clergy,  and 

.J»  P.  Dan.     Boulavvillieks.  ^  Gaouiwi  Chro-' 

ni^ue  MS.  de  St.  Genevieve.  '  J.  ds  Serres.     Meze- 

RAY,       ^      1  Rainald.  .  p.  Daml£U  *  Coutiniiat. . 

Kancii.    .l<s  Osn&» 

V  .      citizen^ 
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C.  4-  * '    ; ;  .    "^biUkfitiry^f  France    _    .  .,..,.,     4o'/ 
citiiens,  in  fererarprdvlnces,  jealous  pf  their  refpc^liv^  ifxi- breaking 
Tilcges;    begaa  "to   ehtfer   into    conjederajcies  for.  the  {\\\t-out^nMch 
P*t  ^  theiA;  which  might   have ,  Been  ifjital  to  the  pub-:^'^ /'•«- 
lie  quiet,  under  d  monarch  lefsj  wife  ^n^d  l^ft  firm  than'^^"^'.^^/ 
Plnlif-^\  ■    He  immediately  appointed  ^^qDipmiflaries  to'  ei)-.t   -^^^^ 
quire^nto  thefe  grievances,  ari/a.JiVrefted/lhem.  tp  aflure  his^  ^^,.\ 
people,  that  he  would*  ^e  as  tender  of  giving  them'  juft  oc/ 
cafion-  to  tike'  bp.  arms,,  as' he  would  be  fevere  In  puqiihing 
thofe  who  fhbuld  take  .theM  up/without  caufe, ,  He  ob- 
ferved  that  particular  privilegfes  werfe  graufed,  oni.fuppofi- 
tJon  thit  "they  Were*  not  repugilant  to'the'geheral  welfarq  of 
the  realm ;'  add  as  he  \t'ould  opprefs  .none  himfelf,  fo  he 
would  nbt  permit  either  lord^drtjitftop,  or  city,  to  opprefs    -     .    '  ' 
the  mearteft  of  hisfYubjVfts ;  and",,  "upon  the  report  of  thefe 
-tommSf&ncs,-  ^'avifijj  cdmpliedipxaftJy  w^^^    his  pboaiffe,  Ae  -. 

people' Were  <b  weu  fatisfied,  that, 'though  their  fuperiora 
foond  -thenifelvfe  'hti?t  Itiittle'^y*  the  king's  notions,  jet  they' 
fbahd^Si  iiirurreftionimprafticabfe^^  '  ^ 

'  The 
truce; 


tO] 

ftandii  ^ 

is  -w«lir  a?  the  fbrctf  of  'hls'o^vu  rejitin':  fem  m  the'end  tlie'^^^^^^ 
FJemingSy  being  convinced  of  the  reftitude  of  hi's'intentions,'^^*^^///^^ 
compelled  their  6btint  to  put  ah  end  to  a  quarrel  which  had/^  tbeHc^ 
bedn.  alike  Wirthenfotne  to  both  nations  ^.     He  fun\inbned!ly  La^d* 
Edward  IF.  of  En^fand  to  render  homage  f 6r  the  places  he 
held  in  France  j  ^nd  thoixgh  th6  exc^ufe  that  prince  made 
Mrould  fcarce  have  been  accepted  by  his  predeceflbrs,  yet, 
j^ftly  out  of  regard  to  his  fifter  whom  that  king  had  married, 
and*  partly-from  the  confideratiort  of  his  own  circumftances, 
ie  received  if^ith  a  g6od  grace  ^.  '  The  integrity  of  Philip 
i^s&T^e  fource  of  the  bnljr  objeftiop  ever  made  to  his  con- 
diift  :  he  had  takcij  the  ctofs  With  his  father  at  the  council 
isfVieriney  and  he  was  fo  ftrift  an  bbferyer  of  his  word,  th?it" ' 
h^  made  it  a  point  dfVeligion'tp  prepare /or  a  new  expedi- 
tien  into  the  Hdfy  Land,  and  was^  witH  great  difficulty,  dif- 
fuadedf rom'  carrying  it  in  to  executibn  "while"  he  was  regent. 
After  he  was  king  h^  remained  fo'^'bentjipon  it,  that  &e  neg-. 
lefted  no  method  of  filling  hU  coffers,  And. this  gained  hin\ 
the  reputation  of  bchic"  covefte(!rusi  and'of  having  nothing  fo 
amcb  at  heart  as  amaffittg-nion6y  ^  .  The  fteadTiriefs  of  the 

^H-  J  ,      ^     ..   .      ♦ 
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the  m^ry  eJVm^  B.  X^C^ 

king's  diipofitlpn,  however,  would  very  profcaWy.  h^vc-^jr-s 

ried  hiflci  through,  if  the  pope  had  pQt  i^iitijiiJAi^i^xh^ 

politics  qf  the  court  of  Rornevfet^  oqv  fo  muph  ch^gqi^,  aii4 

the  iltuation  of  things  iu  Italy,  readeii^d.  the  pip(e£tioo  c^ 

j^ran^i  fo.  nc^eflary  tp  the  pontiff  th^the  wxofe  tOuJi?^g&^ 

in  very  jpathetic  t^ins,  to  dififl  from  this  euter{uri3;e.£o^  th^ 

prefent  y^;  ^vnich,  though  it  had  its  effeft,  yet  he  cohtjjQue^ 

to  look  upqn  himfelf  as  boi^nd  in  confcience  to  acoMQpli^,  his» 

TQW,  and  tjicrcfbre  never  d^li0ed  from,  the  mcais  that  fa^ 

thought  were  mo^  likdy  to  put  it  ir^  his  jfower.S. 

itrange         AiioN^sT  Other  i^Uclji^ts  tliis  o^cafipufd,,  there  mw  on^ 

fifordmin.  of  a  v^ry  cxtraordinary>  nature,  and.which.wfr9.almoft:aSjPfer 

France,     iudiclal  to  his  fubjeft?  as  if  the  kjipg  had  ?w4l}y  q?.<fcute4 

cccafioued  his  delign.     The  MchammelJa^  princes  .mjifrjx;a^  qQctfidfT'-i 

by  a  plague  jng  th^  laft  croifad^  of  S^  Levjis^  a^d  .^^j^g  syjpr^^afijw^  * 

attributed  jj^^t  the  king  might  reviv^  the  famp  fchwc^,  arid  n^ake.  the 

topoijon-   ^j.f^  defcent  in  fome  or  oth^jr  of  th^ir-dominion^y  l^^tiiigd 

^mL/t^j      With  the  Jewsy  whom  bis  grandf^tlier  had.  hanii^i  sa^ 

^     /V    his  hroth^r  re^mitt^dl  into^  Fra;?f«,    to  RoUba  4*eriw^ls, 

^    fountains,  and  rivers,  at^d  offered  them  great  films  ifl  tb^ 

would  enter  into  their  views  \    The  7fi;/,wipfe,  a&^id-tx| 

^mbark  in  fo  dangerous  a  ^onfpiwyj  ajidry^t  beiog^iotb 

to  Iqfe  the  mpn^j,  they  pi;a6lire(i;oa,theJiep€r*s<  pfj^wjw*! 

{he^5  were  great  numb^s  thei^  in.  frar^ce^  ^nd  who.  liwi  bj 

themfelvesi^  hofpitalsj,  veryricfily  endo«f^„  ai^i  w^^a.  h^ 

alfo  many  7^ J  amqngft  them,  to  undertate  this  y^^ 

which  they  did,  and  were  fpind^ftrious  in,  the.perfetrpiajqoQi 

of  it,  that  a  prodigious  mortality  ^fued,/ifl{Qmuch  tha|,  ^ 

.  the  Idng  had  perftfted  la   his  intention,   he  would}  hav^ 

found  it  {carce  poiCble  to  have  raifed  aa  army*     This  oo&i 

(piracy  being.  detefted,,ma?^y  of  th^  lepers.  >^cr^;biirot,  ao4 

^he  people  rifing  againft  the  Jems  cp^uijitted-moii;ho^ri4 

diforders,  under  colour,  of  executing,  juftice, ;.  fp   tfa^  a 

greater  or  more  univerfal  calamity  could  tiot, well;  haye  hafin 

pen^d  K    The  king  had  been  perfuaded  tyj  the  pope.  tpAii 

an  army  into  Italy,  againft  tb^  faiaily  of.  Vifpori^i^^  ^99^.  cf 

M'&w,  who  were  ^t  the  head  of  the  G^ii^ffi^^        Th^aggf 

livas  Comn;^anded  by  Phiti§,  coupt  qi.Mans^-  ti^D^<^.ChifUili(^ 

fiount  ofValois ;  bpt  Cakas  de  Vifcmti,  cpmi^^  tp  jrn^^t-;  lun 

with  a  fraall  retiaue,,  giving  him  g^od  wo^ds,  andj^/^^flg 

to  fuhmit  all  ppints  in  difput^  to,  tl^e,Ji}^q[tf i?.t  of:  thf^ikk^ 

^f.fraru^Cj^  PMlp  r^urne^  wj^  his  forci?s,;,W4^ftttft;  dj^ 

^  Contiix.  Nancii.    J.  de  SBitaia»       \   \  Qiovimihym^^ 
•aire  de  Charties,  torn.  vii.  "  ' 
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C.4:    \         fhfMiji^r^SfiFnhki.  ''       !^ 

aajr  thing ^^j.^Hich'^  however  it  pijgKt  inj-ure  Ris  rcputatl&i, 
was  certainly  without  any  pjejndxcje  to  his  qouatry.  At  hijs 
retarni  he  fpiod  things  *^a  the  cionfufion  we  have  rep.refented, 
^e  people  every-whcre  highry jriitated  againft  the  Jews^  ;an^ 
die  7<fwj  proiefting,  that  they  were  t"he  victims  oF  their  impa- 
ticQce,  ou  accouDjt  of  tlie  bation^s  being  afflifted  with  a  jplague, 
which-  the£  could  neither !  help  or  nimbve  ^  ,  This  aiFair 
is  very  darkly  reprcfented  b'y  all,  and.  iA* very  ditfcrent  lights 
by  fome  hidorians.  ^ 

The  laft  great  aftiqn  of  jP/^/i^'s  life  an^i  i-eign,  oj  at  leaft  ^^e  king 
the  laft  great  thing  he  attcmptecl,  was  to  complete  what  his  ^^^^*  ^^^9 
predeccflbryhad  l)egnn,  in- reducing  the  money,  thc^ weights,  '^**^^  ^ 
and  the  nwaifarcs,  throughout  all  France^, to  (oax^  fettled ''"'"^^  ^ 
fiaadtrd.-'  In  ordier  to  this,  he  fent  commiflaries  jchroilgh  aU^^^^    -^ 
the  prbvttiie!5  td  ttikean  cxaft  accotmt  of  the  ftate  of  things  ^.^"y //"/g, 
as  thfcy  then'ftoott  y  aftd  hftVing-done'  Chis,  he  bdghh  tpconf-  regretud^ 
pdutid  >vith:  fcifa*6*  6f  the'gi-etit  I6tds,  p'articblaHy ;  the  princes 
of  the  blood',,  for  their  ^}^^  ^^  cbiiiage  withiri  di'cir  own 
domains^  and  aflually  erfefted*  it.  with  the  count  de  Valois^ 
and  the  count  of'  SlerrtiTnt  2iVii  Seur^ny  but  found'  it  very 
difficult  €0  Aicoeed,  notwitliftanding  he' was  ^t^great  pains  t^ 
onke  it' appear  how^much  it  was' for  the  comokon  ben^  cf 
*  Msflibfefts;'  arid-  that  it  wafc  the  .only  cffeftual  remedy  for 
fi^tf'of'thofeeVil*  of  whith^^h^had  fo  much  complained". 


general  difconient.  .  Philip^  muk\i  aSefted  by  the'  misfor- 
tunes that  had  happene(l  to  liis  fukjeifW  during  his  reign,  and 
wSt  a  little  chagrined  to  find  ^11  his  anions  mifmterpreted 
(more  efpeclally  by  the  ptfeliites,  whom,  -from  a  point  pi  con- 
fciente,  he  had  excludi^  by  law  from  fitting  in  parliament*,    ^*  ^f 
becaufe  it  hindered  tHeir  refideilc^  in  their  diocefe,  and  pre*     'S^^* 
vented  thettrfrbfti  difcharging  their  paftoral  duty"),  fell'fick 
of  a  fever,;  acc6Aj5^hied  wiih  a  ;dyfent6ry,  oiF  which  haVing  " 
laaguifticd 'five' months,  he  breathed  Ws  laft  on. the  third  of 
January,  at  the  entrance  of  the  fiif th*  year  of  his  reign,  and 
iathe  tw^ntyreigl^th  of  his  age^  not  withput  great  fufpicioil 
of  potfon^  being  hated  by  the  clergy,  and  little  beloved  by  the 
nobilky  \    He  is,  howevei',  by  ail  the  F tench  hiftorians,  al- 
lowed to  ht^vebeebk  wife,  moderate,  pious,  juft,  and  pub-. 
IRj-fpiiitcd  prlnte'^.    It  appeared  afi^r  his  deceafe,  that  he^ 

*  Chromquc  MS.de  St  Geiievie'fre.  <  Mezeray^ 

♦  N.  T'rpteti  Annates.  "  DuplErV.    P.  Henault^- 
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had  been  mifcrably  cheated  by  thofe  who  had  the  direftiou 
of  his  finances ;  but  it  alfo  appeared  that  he  was  very  finccrc 
in. his  defigns,  by  his  appropriating  in  his  will  the  fums  he 
bad  fayed,  for  the  very  purpofes  for  which  he  had  declared 
theyHvere  intended.  He  was  himfelf  learned,  and  a  great 
lover  of  les^rning,  religious  without  bigotry,  and  fo  circum- 
fpeft  in  ecclefiaftical  promotions,  that  thofe.  who  were  moft 
afpduous  in  feeking  theni  very  rarely  met  with  prefcr-r 
incJ^ts^N). 

/  «  Du?LEix.    P.  Daniel.  -  .  . 


(N)  This  monarch  was  at 
great  psans  in  regulating  the 
chatelet,   which    is^    properly 
fpeaking,  the  coart  belonging 
%q  the  old  pec^rage,  and; in  which, 
therefore  the /provoft  of  Paris 
prefided  ;   and,  at  this   time, 
"there 'were  fignal  a^s  of  jnju- 
flice  (Committed  in  this,  cotfrt. 
For  inftanice ;  one  of  [the  pro- 
vofts,  for  a  futa  of  money,  faf-' 
fered  a  rich  man  to  eicape^  who 
was  condemned  to  death,  and 
executed  a  poor  fellow  in  hia 
illead,  for  which  he. was  v&i^y 
dcfcrvedly  hanged.    The  king 
alfo  dire£Ud  that  the  provoft; 
fliould  render  juftice  himfelf  in 
Open  court,  and  that  if  he  fail- 
ed to  do  this  he  fhould  lofe  his 
office.     His  queen  ^was  ^ane, 
pr  Jffoit,  the  daughter  of  O/J^re- 
fi/tt  count  of  Burgundy^  by  the 
co\itiXjt{s  ^atUda^  who,  as  we 
have  ihewn,  enjoyed  ArioU  in 
her  own  right.    Joan  was  con- 
demned ^ith  her  £fler,  at  the 
^lofe  of  the  reign  of  Philip  the 
Fairy  as  '  guilty   of  adultery ; 
bnt,   after  a  year's  imprifon- 
ment,  the  king  took  her  again, 
being  perfuaded,  or  feeming  to 
be  perfuaded,that  (he  was  inno- 
cent.    He  had  by  her  Ltiuisy 
who  died  a  child ;  Joan^  who 
ffpoufed  £«ip/,  duke  of  Bur- 
fundyt  and  was  the  hcirefs  ^ 


the  countefs  of  Burgumfy  an j 
ArHis :  but  an  accurate  hifto- 
rian  affirms,  that*  at  her  mar* 
riage,  fhe  brought  her  huiband 
.only    one    hundred    thoa(an4 
livres  in  ready  money,  and  a 
rent,  charge  of  twenty  thoafand 
livres  per  annum;  in  lieu  of  the 
county  of  Burgundy.    We  Ihall 
fpeak  of  her  death  hereafter. 
Margaret,  who  was  the  confort 
of  Lewiif'  count  of  Fhndersi 
to  whom  ihe  bfoagbt:^^  g^^t 
.  iacceffioii ;  ihe  iurv^ved  to  the 
age  of  feventy-two^  ^d  died 
with  the  reputation  of  a,  faiat* 
Ifahella^    the    third  "  daughter, 
married    Guigouy   dauphin    Of 
Viennty  and,  after  his  deceaie,^ 
yohny    baron  of  FaticGgney   in 
Franchf'Comptt ;  Blancbe,  wha 
died  a  nnn  in  the  monadery  of 
Long  dampy  the  26th  of  April,, 
1^358.    The   corpfe    of   king 
Philip  V.  jvas  interred  in  the, 
Bbbey^ofSt.Denis^  his  heart  in 
the  church  of  the  convent  of 
Cordeliers  at  Parisy  and  his  en- 
trails at  the  y«c«&/«r.  •    Queen 
Jo^  retired,  ^ftcr  his  deceafe, 
to  a  convent  at  Rote  in  Ficardyy 
where  flie    4»^  Janjtarji    31,: 
1329  V  and  heit  b<%  being  af-. 
terwards  removed  to  Paris^  was^ 
interred   in    tlie*  Convent    ot 


ru 
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Charlss  IV.  fiirnamed  le  Bel,  or  ^^^  Fair,  fucceeded  his  Charles 
brother  in  the  throne,  when  he  was  aboii  t  the  age  of  twenty-  the  Fair 
fix,  withour.any  fcrup|le  or  difpute,  though  contrary  to  that /^^^^^'^^ 
role  of  fucceffion  whifh  himfelt*  had  efponfed  when  his  bro-  ^^^^rvtbiri 
thcr  dahned  the  crown.  /The 'duke  of  BurgvMy,  who  had ''^f^f'''*' 
married  the  eldeft  daoghter  of  the  decoafed  monarch,   was'^^^T'v?^  , 
the  firft  to  do  him  hbmsge; ' .  Bur  though'  he  fet  np  .no  pre-  ^f^''^^* 
tenfidns  to  thfe  crown,  yet  he  claimed  the,  county  of  Poitott 
upon  thiSj  principle,  that  her  father  Jianhg  no  higher.  titl6 
at  the  time  of  his  Wife's'  birth,  (he  was  of  confequence  his  ' 
heirefs  in  refpeft  to  that  county  as  well  as  Burgiindjc,  which^ 
or  an  equivalent,  had  been  yellded  to  him;  but  theparlia-' 
mcnt  finding  that  the  county  of  Poitau  w'a$  given  by  Phitl]^ 
le  Bel  only  to  his  fon  and  his  heirs  male,,  they  d^sclared  th^ 
duke  of  Burgundys  pretenfions  groiihdlefs '.     The  next 
jKDint  was  to 'get  rid  of  his  wife  Blanch'  of 'Burgundy;  who* 
|iad  been  all  tnis^  time  prifoner  in  Chateatt-Gailtard^  and,  \xi  % 

order  to  this,  an  application  was  made  to  the  court  of  Rome;' 
where  the  pope  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  declare  the  marriage" 
iiull,'f6r  two  reafonsr;  the  firft  was,  that  the  lady's  mother; 
tjte  Countefs  Mi///^a,  had  been  godmother  to  the  king,  the' 
other,  that  the  lady  Blanch  hcrfelf  was  relifted  to  him  in  the' 
fourth  degree,  for  which,  Itideed,  a  difpenfation  had  beenf 
obtained  trom  the  court  of  Xd^Tw^,  but.  this  difpenfation  was'  A.D. 
now  found  not  to  be  in  proper  form  *.    On  fuch  flight  cir-     1323, 
cumftances  as  ihefe  flood  the  marriages  arxd  fucceffions  even 
of  princes.     The  king,  being  now  at  .liberty,   married  the' 
princefs  ^M<zry,  daughter  to  the  cmpc^ror  Henry  of  Lzixem" 
iurgh,  in  hopes  of  male  iflue,  and  alfo  with  a  view  to  faci- 
cilitate  hi3  correfppndence  with  the  prilices  of  Germany,  for     .    .       , 
^cifons  thit  wil|  quickly  appear  ^ 

'  The  peace  which  had  fo  long  ftibfifted  bet\reen  xkizA^ar' 
crowns  of  France  zxA  England,  was  interrupted  \y^ yzx\o\x%'hreaks  •ui 
accidents.  ' .Edvjard\i&VLg  "fummoned  to  do  homage  for  the 'w/Vi^ /^# 
territories  he  pofleffed  ir^  France,  made  the  fame'excufes  he*^*'*^  ^f 
hadforqierly  done,  and  miglit  have  made  them  with  the  fame  Englan4»  • 
fuccefe;  but  the  lord  of  Montpe/at  baying  built  .a  cdftle  on  ^'^^T /•*  '; 
glands  which  were  claimed. by  the  crown  of  France,  was  dif-'    ^^'^    * 
poflefled  of  it  by  that  prince's  prder :  however,  by  the  aiEft-  ^X^A 
ance  of  the  fenefchal  of  Cuienne,  it  was  recdvered,  and  the^y^^^. 
french,  who  were  jn  poffelfion,  put  to  the  (word,  as  the  - 
French  wri^s  fay  ^'    FoJ:  this  Edward  was  fummoned  to  ' 

»  Gaguinu    p.  -<Emi.l.  •  Mbzeray.     P.Daniel. 
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the  parliament  to  anfwer  before  Kis  peers;  ancT,  riotwitb- 
fiaading  he  feat  his  brother  Sdnundf  earl  of  Kent,  to  pre- 
vent thitigs  fromcomingf  to  extremity,  yet  thefr^/zirA  armjc, 
under  the  command  <^  Charles^  count  of  Valm^-  entered 
the  territories  of  EdnvarJ^  and  reduced  die  be^  part  of  them 
in  a  fliort  time;  fo  that  to  prefenre  Bourdeaux,  and  ^he  few 
places  that  were  left,  he  was  forced  to  conclude  a  truce  for 
a  fliort  time,  under  colour  of  giving  his  brother  leifiire  to 
recoUedl  himfelf,  and  to  come  over  apd  fendei*  homage  ia 
perfon ''.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  this  war,  tho*  car^ 
lied  on  in  France^  was  contrived  in  Rh^tawt^  to  ferve  th? 
porpofes  of  the  barons,  who  were  then  upon  bad  tsrisbs  witii 
the  king,  and  the  q[Ueen,- who  beg^n  to  dit^  into  their 
views,  and  looked  upon  a  war  wit}i  tfdrice  aa^  tl^  oDl«|f 
ineans  of  accomplilhing  ttiem  '.  This  was  the  )^  cam** 
]j^gp  of  the  great  count  de  Valm^-  wlxo  l>eing  a&i(3:ed  witK 
a  grievous,  diftemper,  the  nature  of  i^hicli'  the  ptyficians  cCd[ 
Aot  underffand,  and  of  confequence  kn^  not  Kow  «tb  cure, 
perfuaded  hinifelf  it  was  a .  judgtneni  from  rfe^yenV  for  the 
-^  jkriecution  of  the  fieur  dc  Mdrigni,  w^hofe  body  be  cajil^ 
^•^'  to  be  taken  down,  the  judgment  agalnft  bim  to  be  reverfecL, 
'^^^'  and  his  fiwnily  reftored  ip  Wood  and  to  their  effates.  Proofs 
,  r  .  of  a  fincere  repentance,  which  he*  did  not  fong  fuirtiw.  /&- 
zaray^  /  would  perfuade  us  that  he  died^of  polfon^  and  that 
he  had  no  reafon  to  trouble  hidlelf  fo  much 'about  the  fate 
q(  Marigntf  who  met  with  no  more  than  Ke  defer vedl  Yet 
iure  the  count deFalois  was  a  better  judge  than  hejrand'hbw 
guilty  fbever  the  minifter  might  be,*  he  was  noCwithjOfahdinJQ^ 
nn^uftly  condemned,  being  unheard*.  ^  ^ 

Vsbdythe     Edward  of  England  was  much  at  a-lofs'j-  as  the  queca 
^^^i^fil'^  and.  her  faftion  forefaw,  how'to  adjult  his -aHairi  in  framed 
*^2a^^'u  "^here  his  own  prefence  Was, abfodutely  necc(tiry;.  atld^yet  to, 
*?t^^  <^^^  his  kingdom  was  talofe  it.     ik  thlsiituation  the  queen,. 
^^^^^  Viho  QxioA  but  lU  with  him  and  his  ttHnifters,  offered  to  go 
wahf  li.   ^^  *^^  negotiate  a  peace  wth  her  brother ;  and^  notwitb*; 
her^gttfi  ftanding  the  bad  terms  on  which;  they  flood  with-  her,  as^' 
^anit^       having  lately  deprive  her  of  all  l^r  Pnncb  (ervcubs,.  ttey^ 
•  confented  to  this  jpropofition ;  the  bringing .  about  of-  wlfeh 
feems'tohave  been  the  whole  fecret  of^pie  quarrel,.  m^Hich^ 
the:  kings  had  verylitde  fhare  pa  either  fide*.  ^  ypon  her^ 
arrival  at  Paris  fhe  complained  bitterly  of  the  Sfyjpjkrh  ^d; 
endeavoured  rather  to  inflame  Her  loroth^  Ciiarles  againft 

V  J.  DE  S'EnkEa.  P.  Henavxt.      .  ».  PoLYDqi-^yiibpiE.t 
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Ikt  h:oOMd,  iW  to  coDciliiftttt  t6e  difpute?  betwbct  tfieflit 
but  Charbs^  vltD  kDev^  that  ^e*  fx>i^'  aud  other  prmce?  &2t<t 
di^ir  eye  upon  kift  doodttdi^  veraoililll^ted  to  her  the  hnrpro* 
firiety  of  bor  befaaivkKiry  aaidtdiat'  it  Xivm  reqtirfite  to  itxAt 
ibe  peace,  before  die  king  meddled-  in  the- matter?  of  whitU 
^  complai&el  ^i.    -The  peace  was^  accordingly-  regufeted'; 
the  fciznre  oi  Cumme  waftacknowfeged  to  be'  jniV,,  becanfe 
filhoard\x3Affit£dA  l»hosiafre;  Ctarks  was  to  namea  feip 
Si^ffibs^  and  to  ioeep'  p^flEeCBon  of  h\k  utyr  ccmqnsR,  but 
i9Saa;  to  gnlnt  a  Mt  cottduA-  feF  Edward  to  come  aver ;  and; 
^poa  hiadcinghim  homagey'^^wra^to-reAoreal)  tie  had  tsUt^ju 
'XbU  brought  Edrviiarimu>  tbe  cM  difficolty  df.  Itavitig;  his 
ft^ii  dcMnibiotts^  whidi'  he  was  u&««i^it^Dg;to  do ;  and'to  rer 
motatbis  ob(bicle>  it  was  propofed'  Ke^  ^ould .  relign  tha 
#$Kixy  Qfi7»0iMay  aiDdthei4ftcf  his^land^ih/V'^/^r^y  to  his 
^ pdiKei£i^«n/y  vrboTe  homage  in  that  cafe  \sXngCjHirtes 
Vioiild  recdine.     Tbis^Dra^a^Gep^by^  fi^an/,  vf\m  a  Few 
isofti^iftiK^i;  ifuckxBrtlia^  tfaefexk)nntrie$  fhotiidrevert.ro him, 
Hi^cafe  the  fvLdc^died^  tfaac^bii  Qoclk  (RouldlnQt  afflgn  hiin 
agpardiaa;  aiid'.that>the'yonng^^c^{l>oiild'not  be.indticed 
<pi»aixy  without  his  fiaher-9^<!oiHent'«^.    The  king  thcreupoa 
ientbiitii over^  acoosapa&ied  b^the biJhop of ExeUt^^zsAz 
ifsitable  tzain;  and^  all<  thlDgs^  being  adjufted,  the  king  ek^ 
l^e^ed;  lus  quQsn  fhonld  have  remrned;    H!$  expe^ktions, 
jbii^lweyer^  were^ia  vaib ;  iiHiny  of.tiM^EngiiJp  mal^contents 
xepaired  to  licr  tber^y  and  ihe  <:oattnQed-  to  iixftigate  her  bro- 
fhJer  agaiiiflijBCKbuflwiiA;  wbiehtheljlftiQpof  fibc/^f^r  perceLv- 
iHg^  aad  tJiatthcjCOiHt  were^no^ftibrigers  to  her  intrigue  with 
R^er  Mattimn^  he  kft  Piir«j  and.fccretly  returned  home, 
4ifclofiog.  ill  he  Jcnew^  to,  teing  Edward,  who  thereupon 
d^aoded  his.queeii.aad'  his  /on  in  high  terms ;  and  not^pre- 
•^illng^  hofiiUtie8>were'agaia  renewed^  abundance  oi  French 
ibips^takeaat  fea»  and  incurfions  tnadebv  land  in  (he  duchy        .« 
of  AcpMaiw.  *•     Tlie  pope  and  the  king  otCaftile  interppfibg, 
^pd  reprefendng  ta  Ckarhs  that  fa^  -conddft  was  not .  at  aQ 
jub^ble  to  his  digmty.  he  forbid  iusHfubjeAs  to  ffequenthis 
iiAec!s.  cotict;<  aad^  at. length  ordered'  h^r  and  the  pfjncc 
^;  fon  to  retire,  out  of  his  domitiiods.      At  the /fame 
^Qk&9  howemePi  Robert  de  ArtoUj  connt  o{.  Beaumont  (t)ot 
tl^tbout  the.  privity  of^  the  king-  as  i§-gcoeralty.  fiipppfed-^ 
advifed  her  to  go  into  '^Mainaidty  where  fte  concluded  a  mar- 
riage for  her  ton  w^th  the  daughter  of  that  county  .and  en* 

^^'Pi  MUih/  P*  Dajiiil.  «  Thom.  WA|.siNi«iif«>iJ, 
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caged  1^3  brother  to  accompany  her  to 'England  with  a'  (Mait 
force ;  and  being,  op  her  surival^  affifted  by^the  mdeconteots 
(he  quickly  c!epo&4,  her.  bufbsmd,  and  roUed  her  fon  to  the 
throne,  >vhom  Charles^qwXi.  n^er  a^cknowl^e  fo  long  as  hi$ 
father  lived  ^,  A  pondudl  which  fome  have  ^repefentedaa 
pure  artifice;  but,  ^he^ ling's. cbarafler-'confidered,  may  bo 
pioreprobaWy  afcribed  tohisjuiiice.  '• 

Charles        ^^'^  ^^^  ^^  ^^9"^  returp  to  the  aiSaits  oi France.     At  the  - 
fails  in     beginning  .of  his  .reign,  the  kitjg,  ii^  virtue  of  a  decifion  of 
ir/j/z//^^/ the  parliament,  Hi -placed  J^eiikU  in  the  fcatof  ihis  -grand- 
to  gain      father*  Robert;  de  Bethime^  aacpunt  of  Flanders  j  Nevert^  ■  anrf- 
the  Gcr-  Rheul,  notwithftanding  |hf  oppoiidoft  of  his  ufadc  Roherty 
man  frin-  ^y^Q  pretended  that,  being  one  .dcgre6  nearer  his  fethcr  than 
cesto  ^^^^  j^tSf  he  bi:ght.to  fucceed;  and  xht  TUtiiings  giviiig  blm 
fom  em-    fQ^a^fJifturbaace,  the  king  granted  hua  fuch  time^  afiiftaoce 
•  ^^''^'*'        as  prevented  their  breaking  out  into  op^  rebellion  ^.    »He 
>vas  not  altogether  fo  fuccefsfuljia  his.aHfempt  to  fuppiant 
thvii  of  Bavaria  in  the  empire.     The;^^  had  quareOed 
with  thi$  monarch,  and  fufM>orted  Fn^deribk*,  diikf  of  Aiijttid^ 
who  likewife  Ailed  l^imieif  emperor,  'and  whom  Levsis  had 
defeated^  and  then  held  in  prifoo.     The.Tcbeme  of  the  pop^ 
was,  that  Charles  Ibould  enter  Into  a  league  with>i>c^^A/  of 
Aiffl'ria^  J^rcderick^s  brother,  to  procuiJc  that  princse  his  liber* 
*ty1  that,  in  conlideration  of  thi$,  Frederick^  as  iix)naS'he 
Yas  fet  free,  fliould'refig^  his  ppet^Rfionsto  Cfutrksy  who^ 
upon  his  being  acknowleg^d  emperor  byitte  princes  of  C?<r- 
many'y  was  to  pay  Leoffold  a}arg€  fiim>  ofi>]boiiey  <!     I^^ 
oi>  Bavaria  fpoiled  the  firft  part  of ahi^  plan,  by  generoofly 
fetting  his  rival  at  liberty,-  and  ftUQwing  Kiqi  to  keep  the  title 
of  emperor  during  life.     The  pope,,  hoSvcv^r,  kept  to  hw 
defign ;'  and  Leopold  of  j^ufiridy  ^delitxius;of  jgami%  the  mo>^ 
ney  that  had  been  promifed  hinj,"  aflurcd.  dSarir/,-  dbat,  if  he 
would  byt  come  to  the  frontiersj  moft  of  th^  princes  of  the 
empire  would  meet,  receive,  and  eleft  hinu     The  king  went 
accordingly,  with  an  equipage  fuitable.  to  .his  rank,   but 
found  nobody  except  I#»/aW,  who:  bboored  .to  estcufe  this 
difappointment,  and  engaged  the  pope>alfo:to  renew  the 
treaty  :  but  the  king  w^  U>  afliamcdofi  what  had* happened; 
that  he  would  not  riik  ajfecond  difgrace,  notwithftandiag  Ke 
*  had  this  projeft  once  exceedingly  at  heart,  from  the  ambi- 

tion of  reiloring  the  diadem  to  FranjRe.K 

«  Hittdlre  &  Chronique  de  Jean  Froissart,  liv.  i.  Wal* 
Hemtngforp,  de  reb.  gefk.  Edward  .11.  <•;  .  <"  MsYBRtJs. 
Contifi.  Nang.  .  e  P.  ^mil.  J.  oa  Seares;,  ^  Lk 
Gendre.     P.Hekault. 
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.   X^mAtiZtt  fi)aghtin  general  to  be  weflwith  his  neighbonrs,  Himarrii9 
tiUidttatQtaiii  tb^e  alliahoes  -Which  were  moft  likely  totoro  ^  third 
to  tte  advantage  df -the  ^rowrf  of  France^  in  cafe  of  any  dijf^  ^''«^^.  ^ts 
jpsfft^    IXr  was  ^^h  thii  ticw  that  he  renewed  his  alliance  ^^^*  l^^ 
.irich  the  king  o(^c^ts,  in  which  he  inferted  an  article,  im-  ?^» '". 
portiag,  that  iii  cafe  the  throne  of  cither  kingdom  fhonld  be     /^C 
vacaqt^without  an  heir'apparenti  the  ftates  {hould  declare  *"^  ^  ^*'* 
^hovhftd- the' right',  and  thisMone,  the  other  king  ihould 
affilt  the  heSp,  fo  declared,  in  perfon,  and  witli  all  his  force, 
tgftifift  any  opponents  ^    It  kerns  the  king  was  appreb^nfive 
of  dying,  as  he  did,  without  heirs  male,  though  he  had  a  fori 
by  his  kcond  queen>  who  died  asfoon  as  born,  and  his  mo- 
ther not  long  after,  which  might  probably  induce  Charles  to 
make  this  treaty.   However,  ndt  long  tfter  he  efpoufed  Joan^ 
^daughter  toLewk,  count  of  Evreuii',  who  was  his  coirfin 
gertnan,  notwithftanding  he  had  been  divorced  from  a  wife  ' 
on  the  fcore  of  cofifenguinity,  who  was  not  fo  nearly  related 
to  him  ^.     Edwi^d  II.  of  England  being  dead,  he  fummon- 
f  cd  his  {onEdward  to  do  him  homage  for  the  duchy  of  Cueinne,' 
and  the  reft  of  his  territories  in  France ;  but  Edward  excuferf .  ' 

Irimfelf  for  the  prcfent,  by  alleging  the  unfettled  'ftate  of 
his  ai&irs,  and  the  unlucky  confcquences  that  might  attend 
his  pa/ling  the  feas,  which  was  accepted  and  the  truce  renewed, 
there  being  particular  reafons  why  the  king  did  not  incline 
to  excite  any  difputes  with  England,  or  indeed  with  any  of, 
his  neighbours ;  and,  amoogft  thefe,  it  was  none  of  the  leaft 
that  his  health  began  to  decay  K 

He  fliewed  a  great  inclination  to  live  upon  good  terms  with  ^^  ^esaf- 
the  princes  of  the  blood ;  and  being  defirous  of  having  Cler-  ur  ajh^n^ 
Piont,  which  belonged   to  LeiviSf    the  fon  of  Robert ,   the  i-eign,  and 
younger  fon  of  St.  Levfis,    he  gave  him  in  exchange  the  leases  his 
caanty.  of  la  Marche,  and  fome  other  places,  and,  by  letters  f«^^»f^-<£- 
patent,  erefted  his  barony  of  Bourbon  into  a  dukedom  and  ^''^f* 
peerage  %  which  was  one  of  the  laft  aftions  of  his  life ;  for  '^'^J^^  ^^'_ 
his  dUeafe  increafmg,  he  died  at  Bois  de  Vincennes  on  the  ^^^*'  ^ 
firft  of  February^  as  he  entered  the  ftventh  year  of  his  reign,  *^^^'*  . 
and  the  tliirty-fourth  of  his  lif6,  leaving  his  third  queen,  as*  /' 
hii  brother  Lewis  Hutin\\2A  done,  big  with  child  ".     Some    A.D» 
hiftorians  fpeak  of  this  king  as  a  prince  of  a  very  moderate  ge-     '  5^^- 
nius :   it  may  be  rather  faid  of  a  moderate  difpofition,  for  he 
did  not  wknt  either  martial  courage  or  fteadinefs  of  mind, 
which  appeared  clearly  in  his  zeal  for,  juftice;  for  he  called 

^  MS.  de  Bethui^e  dans  !e  Bibliotheque  da  Roi  de  France, 
CQtte9687»  .  1^  Contin.  Nanc.  *  Thom, 'Walsinc;haw. 
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to^wcountibtLM/tarik,  ^od -ihe^dMr  o|feer»s  itfh^kad 

been  emplc^d  ia  the  ireafttri^v  .aad  had  acquired  iwpatalb 

'fortunes  by  piUa^^ng  the  people.    Oiibe<if  .dvm^fed  vlicbr 

the  torture,  and  the  reft,  being  ftripped  of  their  Ulfgat 

wealtb,  were  feot  boaxe  4s  naked  as  they  came  into  F^mct  % 

^    which  WezerAy  commends  as  their  prd{)er  pnmfhnteatfb 

CbarUs  fhewed  no  kfs  cours^e  on  another  occafiOft:  Jman- 

iain  ie  Li/le,  a  great  Jord  of  Afuitaine^  rd]rk|[  on  hil  mfetlth^ 

his  quaUty,  and  hk  being  allied  b^  mtrrlAg^  to  ^ofiB  fdm 

XXIL  committed  inmuserable  inlults  on  the  Iaws^  tsfdmnch 

that  he  had  eighteen  charges  siffifA  hkn  for  capitid  eSStaemi 

This  lord,  being  ftuamoned  to  appear  b^dre  the  parliaiiieai 

at  Paris,  beat  out  the  officer's  iMralnB  with  hk  owti  mace  ^ 

notwithftanding  which  he  bad  the  imprudence  10  go  tfakber 

in  a  fhort  time  afteiTi  of  wbidi  the  king  having'  notk^  htf 

<au&d  him  to  be  arrefted,  and  wkhin  a  few  days  hange^ 

by  an  arret  of  parliament,  without  any  refpeft  to  his  birth, 

his  wealthy  or  his  alliances    la  this  monarth  ended  the 

male  line  of  Philip  ths  Fair^  who,  though  he  left  behind  bint 

tSu^e  (6a&  at  men's*  eilate,  and  confeqiiently  had  the  faireft 

bope  of  a  namerous  and  lafting  pofterity,  yet,  in  fo  fhort  z 

ipace  as  fourteen  years,  they  all  decea&d,  and  left  the  crow^ 

'   '       to  pafs  into  another  branch  of  thei^oyal  family,  Whicb  fonie^ 

too  boldly  ju(%ing  of  the  degrees  of  Providence,  hav6  con- 

£dered  as  a  judgment,  ibr  the  fevjsrtty  exordfed  on  die 

knights  ten^plars'*    Cbarks,  on  bis  ddi&th-bed,  being  put 

in  mind  of  the  fucceflion,  consented  himfelf  ^th  faying,  that 

\      if  hif  queen  was^  delivered  of  a  daughter,  it  belonged  to  die 

parliament  to  declare  the  next  beir*.    His  teftament  and 

codicil*  both  yet  extant,  regard  only  l^is  private  a&irs. 

Jttmfirh        The  defceadents'  of  Hugh  Capet  governed  the  kingdcmt 

pn  tbi      oi  France^  in  a  dire^  line  from^  father  to  fon,  for  eleven  go^ 

^P^ry  9/  nerations,.  without  taking  in  the  young  king  John,  and  ii- 

^^^?^^j.  eluding  the  two  collateral  reipte  idPbilipW.  and  Charles IV. 

AtringtUs.  There  were  thirteeamonarchs  in^  V  whofe  rdgas  together 

tbe\bird  °^^^  upwards  oi  three  hundred  «id  forty  years,  durii^ 

race.         which,  fpace  tbej  wonderfully  extended,  a&  well  their  author- 

rlty  as  their  dominions ;  and  bad  sit  thi^  time  recovered^ 

either  to  the  crown  or  to  princes  of  the  royal  fkdtiily,  the 

better  part  c&  the  antient  kingdom  of  France- " :  they  had 

alfp  reduced  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  nobility  within 

,   bounds,,  and  were  nvach  lefs  dependent  than  the  monsiPchs 

•  N.  TRI.VBT1  hiasksk         P»  Abtege  de  PHiftoir*  db  Fraiic<j, . 
tonu  ii.  <  Dv'  Tildet.  '   Mias^AY.  «   Ltf 
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qi  the  f^fff^i  4r%5f  uppn  the  clergy  ^.  Yet,  after  aD,  tfii^  "* 
Hatipn  ym  \t^  lp>y  ^ircuoiftanccs,  the  frame  of  government 
far  from  being  uifiform  « ;  and^  in  (hort,  rfie  feeds  of  thofe 
diforders  were  very  perceptible  to  prudent  and  thinking  men  y, 
wbichf  iji  t^^  fuf;cefd^qg  rejgn,  iprung  up  and  becamp  vifv 
ble  to  t^e  ^^t  wprtd  jia*  their  iJiftial  effefls,  and  thac 
blooAj,  ^  CQ))f)lgujQg  war.  wbicb  ^oA  esfJiauAed  tl)4^ 

SEC    f .      VII. 

f*^  Reigns  of  the  French  Mmarcbs  of  the  Hqnfe  of 
V^ioisi  Ehjly?  VI.  «•  thQ  Fortunate ;  John  th« 
Good;  ChatlcsV.  ^r  the  Wife-,  Charles  VL  ^ 
the  WeU-b^lpjrc^  i  Charles  VII.  or  theViftoriogs; 
Lewis  XL  and  Charles  Viil.  in  whom  tbt  direff 
J^^eni  of.  Philip  d^  Yaloi^  fnded. 

'  A  S,  on  the  death  of  Charles  tie  Fair,  Franu  Mras  without  q-j^,  regi9m' 
*^  ^a  kir^,  and  as  the  fucoeffion  depended  on  the  fex  of  a  ^  claimed 
child  unborn,  there  was  a  plain  neeeffity  of  appointing  a  ly  king 
regent.*    The  commoa  hiftories  fpeak  of  a  great  contcft  be*  Edward 
twcen  PMHp,  count  de  Valoi^,   and  king  Edward  III.  as  to  ^^l-  «-  , 
their  refpeftive  rights  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  France  ySf^"^^^' 
ind  \yhaf  they  fey  is  true  19  tlTe  main,  but  not  clearly  or  i'P  y^*" 
diftiniUy  expreflcd  *.     The  difpute  was,  in  reality,  about  ^^.V*^ 
the  crowi?^  bjBt  tj>^  cl^  wa^  i^gde  only  to  the  regencyr;  for  ^JtlnUu- 
^  wa§  «  poiat  eftftbUfticd,  that  this  belonged  ooly  to  the  ^^^.^ 
next  heir;  (b  that  declaring,  the  r^ent  was,  in  ef&A,  dedar-^ 
ipg-  the  next  heir.     Phikp  alleged  tliat  be  was  the  grandfon 
of  Philip  the  Hardy ,    the  nephew  of  Philip  the  Fair,  the  ^ 

eonfin  gcrman  of  the  deceafed  king,  and  his  ncareft  hei^ 
male,  dfefcended  fronj  a  male,  which  was  not  contefted  with 
^im,  by  any  of  the  priaces  of  the  blood  ^  (A) .  Edij^ard,  on  tha 

othw 

»  Continqat,  Nai*<j,  *  Fmq^^arp^  lib*  i. 

(A)    In  this  note,  that  the    £rfl  of  the  princes  of  the  blood»       ' 
fabf^Mjpni :  arHtion  may  be  ajs    as  they  ftood  a&  this  time^  ^if« 
clesa~a»pQiiib!£».  T\fC.wiU  r£«^    tix^tuftMd  under  vauaiubaiifes^ 

that 


%t6       .      .  TbiHiftory/of  VtzAcj^.       ,     B.XlX; 

other  hand,  claimed  it  as  being  the  nephew  of  tht  laft  deceafed 
king,  and  confequently  nearer  in  blood  than  Philip,   who 

was 


that  it  may  appear  ))ow  ue 
right  oiPhii'tfdi  Vakis  was  pri- 
tx  to  theirs ;  ne^t  of  the  hoafe 
of  Valo'ti^  at  the  time  oiPhilip't 
accefTion,  that  his  alliances  may 
Jbe  feen;  and,.  laiUy,  bf  the 
groat  figaiories  in  France^  which 
§a\\  remained,  and  had  no  more 
than  a  feudal  dependence  upon 
the  crown  OC !  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  the  firft  hoiife 
-war.  that  of  3w^eux,  founds 
ed  by  Lewist  the  foij  o^  Phi* 
Up  tin  Hardy^  His  fon  Phi- 
it  had  efpoufed  the '  prlncefs 
y0Aff»  daughter  toLeifAs  tluiin,. 
and  in  her  right  became  king 
of  Nofuarrs.  Title  of  hi^  own 
to  the  crown  he  had  clearly 
none ;  and  whatever  he  fiiighc 
have  had  by  bis  wife,  was  taken 
away  by  the  deciiion  of  parlia- 
ment, iQpported  by  his  own  re- 
sunctation  ( i ).  The  next  was 
that  of  BMthoft,  or  of  Clermont^ 
more  remote,  as  defcending 
fromi  Itohert  count  de  Clermont^ 
fon  to  St.  Leivis.  Peter^  duke  of 
Bourbon,  was  the.  head  of  this 
hottfe,  and  brother- in  law  to 
Pbilfp  de  Falois  (2).  That  of 
Artois  defcended  from  Robert^ 
another  fon  o^Francey  that  is  of 
Lewis  VIII.  and  brother  to  St. 
Lewis,  who,  in  his  favour, 
eredled  Jrtois  into  a  peerage : 
he  was  killed,  as  we  have  al- . 
teady  (hewn,  in  Egypt.  His 
fon  Robert  II#  as  we  have  1  ike- 
wife  fhewn,  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Courtray.  His  fon 
PbiUp  died  of  the  wounds  he 
Tfceiyed  at  the  battle  oi  Fumes. 


Robert  III.  the  coonty  of  Jr^ 
tois  being  adjudged  to  his  aunt 
ilfW,  was  the  head  of  the  houfe» 
and  in  his  favpnr  Philip  ered^ 
Beaumont  !e  Roger  into  apeerage 
{ 3 ).  Of  the  lines  ofDriux  anid 
Courtenai,  the  chief  was  John 
ill.  ^xxkisof  Bretagne,  defcend- 
ed from  Robert  IV.  fon  of 
Lewis  the  Grofs  (4) .  And,  laft- 
ly,  that  of  Burgun^  defcended 
/rora  Robert  III.  ion  of  k&^ 
Robert 9  and  the  grandfon  ot 
Hugh  Capet,  the  head  of  which 
was  Eudes,  or  Otho,  IV.  doke 
oi  Burgundy,  grandfbft  by  the 
mother's  fide  to  St.  Lewis,  and 
whofe  fifter,  Joan,  Philip  de  Fa- 
lois had  married  (5).  It  is  clear 
from  this  genealogy,  that  none 
of  thefe  princes  coald  prettnd 
to  a  prior  right,  and  therefore 
their  intereil  la/  in  fappordng 
that  of  Philip  de  Falois ;  becauie 
this  right  of  fucceffion  being 
once  eftablifhed,  they  might  all, 
in  their  turns,  avail  theznfelves 
of  the  extlnflion  of  the  males 
of  the  reignine  houfe,  which 
has  been  adtu^Iy  the  cafe  of 
the  family  nowtipon  the  throne, 
in  whom  are  united  the  hoofes 
of  Nan/arre  and  Bourbon  (6). 
Let  as  next  fpeak  particular^ 
of  the  houfe  of  Falois ;  Cbarlee 
of  France,  third  (on  of  Philip- 
the  Hardy,  count  of  Falois,  A- 
lenjon,  Chartres,  and  Perche. 
He  efpoufed  firft  Margaret  of 
JnJQu,  and  had  by  her  two  fons 
and  four  daughters.  The  eldeit 
was  Philip  de  Falois,  the  firft  of 
thcFrench  monarchs  of  his  line> 


(I)  DnTttttt,    LeGendre.  {7)  Dt^leix,  (3)  Gaguini.  'P.Mmt^ 

.  (4}  JP.  t>onHl.  (5)  i/k%ert^.  /6/  Favin.  Btftiirt  dt  Navarrt.      ' 

Charles, 


C.4-  Tie  Hl^  0/  Frzna: 

iVarbiit  has  toulia  <^/  He  admitted  the  generd  ^faciple  ihttt 
females  codid  not  inherit  the  crown  of  France,  tov  this  plain 
reafon,  that  otberwife  the  croivn  muft  have  belonged  of 
right  to  the  prioccfs,  of  iRdiom  die  queen  might  be  brought 
lo  bed,  or  to  the  queen  of  Navarre,  who  was  the  daughter 
€if  Lewis  Hitting  but,  in  admitting  this,  Edward  only  fet  a- 
fide  hi^  mother's:  right  to  eftablilh  his  own ;  for  though  he 
acknowl^;ed  females  incapable,  yet  he  iniiAed  that  the  males 

,  «  Wal.  Hemim6ford»  de  reb.  geH.  Edward  II. 
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tliarJesi  from  whotn  fprang  the 
hmif^ofJ/enfon;  Jaanna^  who 
married  WilUamf  coant  of  if^* 
naubt  Holiana,  and  Zealand; 
lUabetlat  who  efpoafed  Jobn^ 
4ulce  of  iretagnei  Margaret, 
iNrho  became  the  wife  of  Guy  de 
ijhatilionf  count  1^  S/ois  1  ATa- 
therinet  Wbd  diied  young.  By 
his  fecond  ndfe  Katberinit  fole 
daaghcer  lad  heirefs  of  Philip  de 
Couffenai^ionofBaUwinll.  em- 
peror, of  Confiaatinafle,  and  who 
was  tierfelf  crowned  emprefs 
by  pojpe  Boniface  VIII*  he  had 
a  fon  who  died  young,  and 
-ftree  daughters  ;  KatherVne, 
Ut&b  married  Philips  prhlce  of 
Taeneniumi  ^oan,  who  efpoofed 
Itobert  de  Artois^  and  Ifabei,  ab- 
befs-of  Fonte^erauij.  By  his 
(bird  wife,  Maud,  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Guy  de  St.  Paul,  he. 
had  a  Ion  and  three  daughters ; 
Letuis,  count  de  Chartres^  who 
died  young  ;  Many  the  fecond 
wife  of  Charles y  duke  of  Cakh 
iriag  by  whom  (he  had  the  fill* 
fli6us  Joiift^'^qoe^n  of  Naples  i 
I/ahl,  whb  e(]poi)fed  P^^n  duke 
of  Beurhon ;  Blanche,  the  firft 
wife  of  the  emperor  Charles 
TV.  (7).  The  great  lords  ftill 
remaining  in  France  were  not, 
in  point  either  of  number  or 
power,  any  way  comparable  to 
what  they  had  been  in  the  times 


1  .      ' 

of  his  predeceiTors;  but,  not* 
withftandlng  this,  they  were  ihll 
numerous  enough  to  give  hin^ 

frcat  difquict,  and  the  force  of 
is  kingdom  was  nothing  com- 
parable  to  what  it  is  at  prefent 
on  the  frontiers  towards  Spain  \ 
the  counts  of  Foix  RndArmag-* 
nae  were  very  powerful,  tsA 
fcarce  fubjeds  at  all ;  Gafconf 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Englijh^ 
whofe  claims  reached  to  all  the 
the  countries  as  far  as  the  Loire  % 
Btetagne  was  an  independent 
duchy;  in  effea  the  king  of* 
Navarre  had  confiderable  e- 
ftates  in  Normandy ;  the  conda* 
ble  ofFranie  had  two  confider- 
able  coundes  in  Picardy ;  Flan^^. 
ders  and  u^rtois  were  in  an  an^ 
fettled  condition;  the  duchy 
and  county  of  Burgumfy,  tho* 
detached  from  the  crown,  were 
united  to  him  from  family  con- 
nedliofis;  the  .territories  next 
adjacent  belonged  to  the  dau- 
phine  ofFienne  ;  the  cotmty  of 
Fro*vencef  with  half  the  city  of 
jhrignon^  to  th^  queen  of  Na^ 
pies ;  the  other  half  of  that  city, 
with  the  county  of  FenaJJin,  to 
the  pope;  befides  many  other 
counties  and  baronies  in  the 
very  center  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  claim  of  the  houfe  of 
Namarre  to  the  Counties  of 
Champagne  and  Brie* 


{y)  Le' Omdre,    P  Oaniel    Cbakns^ 

Mod.  Hist.  VolV  XXIH,  E  e 


defccnd* 
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defcending  from  females  had  a  juft  claim  *.    The  parlia- 
meat  of  France  thought  otherwifc,  and  decided  ia  favour  of 
Philips  count  of  Vahisy   who  thereupon  aflbmed  the  titk 
and  authority  of  regent  during  the  queen's  pregnancy  •. 
Who,  upou     All  the  perfecutions  in  the  former  reigns  having  failed  of 
the  queetCs  producing  any  amendment  in  the  adimniftration  of  the  finaiH 
being  de-,  ces,  the  regent  thought  it  might  contribute  to  his  rcputatitai, 
ii'veredrf^^^  bring  fome  wealth  into  the  treafury,  if  he  called  Peter 
c  daugb-   j^^^y^  iQj-d  of  Montigny,  who  had  for  fome  time  jdireftcd 
htow/e^ed  ^^^^^  af&irs,  to  an  account,  which  he  accordingly  did;  and 
^^^    ^     by  a  judgment  of  the  parliament,  in  which  there  were  prc- 
cronvwJ    fent  twenty- five  barons  and  fifteen  knights,  the  regent  hnn- 
AJng.         felf  prefiding,  he  was  condemned  to  be  hanged,  and  all  hb 
goods  confifcatcd,  which,  if  we  belike  the  writers  of  thofi 
times,  amounted  to  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  Uvres^ 
that  is,  about  twenty- millions  of  the  prefent  French  money  ^ 
The  ftates  of  Navarre  underftainding  that  the  daughters  of 
PhUip  the  Longs  and  Edward  III.  of. Englandy  as  the  fbn  of 
the  queen's  daughter,   formed  fome  pretenfions   to   their 
crown,  cut  that  difpute  (hort,  by  proclaiming  the  daughter 
of  Uwis  Hutin,  and  fending  a  deputation  to  invite  her  and 
her  huftand,  Philip,  count  of  Evreux,  to  return  into  thdr 
dominions;  which  Philip  permitted,  after  having  engaged 
them  to  grant  a  kiad  of  annuity  of  five  thoufand  livres  to  the 
daughters  of  Philip  the  Long,  and  to  accept  of  an  equivalent 
for  the  counties  of  Champagne  and  Brie, ,  which,  in  virtue  of 
this  compofition,  remained  annexed  to  the  crown  S.     On  the 
firft  ofJifpril  the  queen  dowager  was  delivered  of  a  daugh* 
ter;  upon  which  Philip  immediately  alTumed  the  name  ct 
king,  notwithftanding  Edward  III.  fent  over  ambafladors  to 
claim  his  right,  for  which  feveral  eminent  lawyers  had  de- 
clared \    On  the  29th  of  May  following  he  was  crowned  at 
Rheims,  with  much  folemnity,  and  without  theleaft  oppofitipn; 
at  which  we  fliall  the  lefs  wonder,  when  we  recoiled  that  he 
was  a  prince  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  whereas  his  competitor 
was  a  youth  of  about  fixteen,  under  the  tuition  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  her  paramour  Mortimer  K    On,  this  account  he 
received  the  furname  of  the  Fortunate,  thougk  the  Flemings, 
who  hated  him  for  his  father's  fake,  ftiled  him  Philip  Trouve, 
that  is,  Philip  the  Foundling,   or  the  come  by  chance  King. 
It  is  faid  that  Robert  de  Artois  was  very  aftive  in  Philip's  be- 
half, which  IS  very  probable,  as  he  had  married  his  filler; 

*  Froissart,  lib.  i.  «  Continuat.  Nano.    Duplbix; 

^  Mezbray.  8  P.  Henault.         .^  Murinyith  Chron. 
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but 
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but  ceftdnly  his  fervices  are  overvalued  by  fuch  as  attribute 
to  his  acldrtfs  king  Philip's  attaining  the  crpwn  K  He  had 
the  kibg'd  favour  and  confidence,  and  this  created  anopinioa 
of  his  abilities  and  influence. 

AiiONCiST  the  great  peers,  who  affifted  at  the  ceremony  of  40^ 
the  coronation,  was  I^wi>  count  of  Flanders,  who  carried  the  ^^wis     % 
ITword  of  ftate,  and  whom  his  fubjeftshad  driven  out  of  his  ^**"'  v    . 
(dominion^^  chiefly  on  account  of  his  Attachment  to  France,  ^^^^^^^K 
'iP>^/A>,  therefore,    thought  *  himfelf  obliged  in  juftice  andj^^p^"^-^ 
liphoUr  to  ttltote  him;  ind,  having  fpeedily  aflembled  a^p^j  '  ^' 
very  numeroils  afmy,  miarched  direftly  itiio.  Flanders ,  zc-^gln  h§ 
'companied  by  the  king  of  *Ndvaj^re^  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  beats  at 
and  the  pritlcipal  nobility  of  France  '      The  Flemings,  tho*  CaffeK 
their  arfliy  was  inferior  to  that  of  the  king,  encamped  on  the 
tide  of  a  motuitain,  with  the  town  of  d7^/ behind  them, 
ftrongly  .en  trenched,  and  a  river  in  their  front.     Philip  was 
inclined  to  have  attacked  them  in  their  camp,  but  the  beft 
/ofHcer^ in  .his  army  difluaded  him;  fo  that  if  the  Flemings 
had  remained  firm  to  their  firft  refolution,  and  afted  entirely 
on  the  defenfive,  the  king,  like  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs,  had 
been  obliged  to  retire,  after  wafting  his  treafure  and  his  army  m. .  . 
But,  on  the^£  of  St.  Bartholomew,  they  attacked  the  king*s 
csLta^  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  addrefs,  that  they  were  very 
near  becomin^^piaifters  of  his  perfon.     Philip,  however,  be- 
haved with  j^r'eat  courage;  and,  having  given  time  for  his 
troops  to  refcoljeft ,  themfelves,  he  attacked  the  Flemings  ia 
their  turn j  who'  had  now*  16ft  the  benefit  of  their  fituation, 
with  fuch  fpinty  "that  th^y  were  entirely  defeated  **•     The 
ipfs  of  thts  battle  was  the  lofs  of  Flanders ;  for  the  king  be^' 
coming'  tnajfter^'of  Ca]/il,  burning  it   to  the  ground,  and 
threatening 'every  place  that  made  refiftance  with  the  fame 
fate,  carried  all  before  him,  reftored  the  count,  and  left  the 
J^lemin^s  hutnbled  by  his  power,  but  without  any  relaxation    ji^  jj 
of"  their  hatred  to*  his  perfon  o.     At  his  return  to  Paris,  he    1128* 
i\immoned  kiug  Edivard  to  do  him  homage,  and,  receiving 
iio  fausfaftory  anfwer,  feized  his  revenues  in  France  p.     In 
regarcjl  to  the  fervices  rendered  by  Robert  de  Artois  in  the  war 
tit  Flanders^  the  kin^erefted  his  county  of  Beaumont-ie- Roger 
itito  a  peerage  ;  fo  that  at  this  time  he  was  confidered  as  v^ 
favourite  declared  "*. 

••  Chroniqaei  de  Flanders,  Ma  tut  an,  Miz2r  ay.        ^  Cent. 
Nang.  »  Le  Gendre,  BouLANviL.  "  Cent.  Nahq. 

P.   JEmIL.  •   DuPLfilX,    Me^ERAV.  1*   P.  ViRO. 

:    WXlrTSft  HsMIXf^^FORD.  ^  LeGeNDRS,  P.  HAIflfAULT, 


Edward       The  next  year  Edward  the  tSiirH' of  Engtand  thou^C  fit  H 
III.  cMus  pafs  the  fea^  andl,  having  landed  at  Botognf,' f:zmc  to  j^tmiiii 
^oer  imu   With  a  numerous  retmiie  ;  where  he  was  very  kindly  recdipot 
France,    |jy  pi^mp^  who  had  with  him  the  kings  o^  Nmvarte^  Aftfe- 
anddoei    ^^jnia^  and  Majorca.    Great  difputeis  arofc  aV>in  the  natuie 
omage  to  ^  ^^  homage  which  the  king  was  to  pay;  that  is,  whether 
Fillip  at  ^^  ^^^  ^^^S^  ^^  fimple ;  the  former  including  ferrices,  and  m 
Amiens,   oath  of  fealty,  the  Utter  being  nd  more  than  an  acknbwt 
legement  that  the  couAtries  for  Sirhich  homage  were  dooe 
were  fiefs  dependent  on  the  crown  of  trance ;  befid^  jU- 
ot/tfriinfifted,  that  fatisfaAion  ihould  be  given  him  Ich:^ 
lands  that  had  been  taken  from  the  duchy  of  GuUnne  bdfbre 
he  did  homage.    PhUip^  defirous  of  having  this  matter  iir 
jufted,  confented  that  Edward  (kould  render  him  hbmage  {ji 
general  terms,  and  (hould  take  time  to  examine  his  o^xii  ar- 
chives,  and  from  thence  determine  which  fpecies  of  homagcf 
was  due  :  and  as  to  the  difpute  concerning  the  lands  in  Gtd" 
tnne  he  was  to  have  his  aAioa  before  the  parliament  ''•  Upon 
thefe  terms  Edward  did  homage  in  the  cathedral  church  oJT 
Amiens,  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  returned  very  fooa  after  t^ 
England*.    Philip  a^led  in  this  whole  a^ir  with  great  aa^' 
tion  and  prudence ;  he  knew  diat  the  homage  due  to  hia 
*   was  liege ;  but  confidering  that  the  king  muft  then  hav^  ap- 
|)eared  bare-headed,  without  arsis  or  fpiirs»  an4  Have  daU^ 
his  oath  upon  bis  knees',  hewas  perfuaded  thitt  the  Ipirit  qr 
a  young  man  would  not  let  him  ftoop  to  that,  and  there^x^ 
he  condefcended  to  this  expedient,  thsic  he  might  receive  dbe. 
hcMnage  in  any  form^  referving  to  himfelf  a  rijght  t6  baVethl^' 
afterwards  explained  in  a  manner  more  authentic^  djOd  whidk' 
would  anfwer  his  purpofe  better  than  the  ceremony,  if  '^ 
king  had  condefcended  to  have  gone  through  die  prdpor ' 
form;  in  which  he  fucceeded,  notwithfianding.fili(;an/)i^ 
made  a  proteftation  before  a  notary  at  London,  that,  whi^ 
evpr  he  did,  he  did  by  cdmpulfion,  and  through  lear  of 
A.D.     lofing  his  lands,  and  that  therefore  it  (hould  be  no  prejn<lid^ 
1 329.    to  his  juft  rights  ^     The  fame  year  king  PhiHp  deiermiacd  i 
difpute  concerning  ecclefiaftical  and  lay  jurifdiAions,  in  favour 
of  the  clergy,  who  held  thcmfelves  fo  m^ch  obliged  iherebyj  * 
that  they  fct  up  his  ftatue,  and  gave  him  the  title  of  catholic  •  ' 
Isohlifftd      After  a  reafonable  delay,  Philip  fent  the  duke  of  Bour* 
to  make  a  *^"'  accompanied  by  feveral  great  lords  and  learned  lawyers, 
declara^    to  the  court  of  En^nd,  in  order  to  obtfun  the  fatt^^tioa  ' 
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that  had  fc^ea  promifed  to  Mm ;  and  the  afiairs  of  king  £/•  ttM  /atis^ 
TfiorJ  being  at  that  time  exceedingly  embanaf&d,  he  ^andA^^^/^ 
It  i^eqttifite,  after  a  previous  examination  of  records,  to  grant  f^^^encii 
$tt(frs  patent,  in  the  moft  dear  and  explicit  terms,  acknow-  ^**'*'»  '^' 
Siteing  die  homage  to  be  fuch  as  king  PbiH^  had  demanded,  "^'/f^f'M 
too  allowing  the  homage  he  paid,  iho'  in  general  terms,  to  '* 
fe  u^derftood  and  taken  as  inch'^.    What  particularly  de« 
tttmined  Edward  to  khis  meafuro  ^«^  a  new  difturbance  in 
(^  <]u.chy  of  Guunne^  the  inhabitants  of  which,  believing 
^t^  tacKxli  have  been  fupported  from  England^  made  fome 
iiicorfions  into  France  \  upoil  which  king  Philip  fent  his 
brother  Charles  duke  of  Jlenfon  into  that  duchy,  with  an 
army,t.  who  took  the  town  of  Xainte  and  demolifhed  the  w^Us^ 
S/wtfnf  concluded  from  hence,  that,  if  he  refufed  the  fatis- 
bfiipn  defired,  he  fiiould  be  ffaripped  of  all  his  do^minions  in 
Trance  bdfore  he  was  in  a  capacity  to  defend  them  ^.     In  the 
r«mmer  he  came  over  into  this  kingdom,  demanded  reftitution 
olwhat  h^d  been  taken  from  him,  and  feemed  difpofed  to 
Ere  upon  good  terms  with  the  king ;  which  being  all  that 
PUBp  defired,  he  treated  him  with  all  poiEble  refpeft,  and 
PW  hhw  the  &tisfaAion  h^  demanded.     Here  the  Frenci 
Ifriters  feem  to  think  the  difputcs  between  thefe  princes  had 
^<4 ;  for,  tho*  they  did  not  love,  they  efteemcd  each  other 
highly,  aad  had  great  appreheniions  of  the  reciprocal  difturb- 
ikes  diat  eaph  migbt  create  in  the  other's  dominions,  which 
^e  them  wilQ^g  to  avoid  a  rupture,  as  being  inconvenient 
to  either  in  the  prefent  ftate  or  their  affairs  y.    This  difpo- 
[Son,  however,  was  quickly  altered,  by  means  of  a  certain  in- 
Bcndiary,  whofe  private  intereft,  or  rather  whofe  violent  re- 
^ment,  induced  him  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  infpire 
Uwari  with  an  implacable  averfion  againft  Philip;  in  which 
i^.  (ticceeded^  and  involved^  the  two  nations  in  a  war,  the 
Doft  fatal  and  bloody  that  almoft  any  hlftory  records,  and 
rfiich  more  than  once  brought  the  kingdom  of  France  to  the    ^- 1^- 
f^Y  brink  of  deftruftion.    So  fatal  arc  private  paffions,     *33<5» 
» the  wclfere  of  the  greatefl  flatcs  ». 

TThis  incendiary  was  J^Qbert  de  Jrtois,  who  being  a  prince  Sentence 0/: 
)F  the  blood  of  Fra^ce^  having  married  the  king's  fiftcr,  and  the  far- 
laving  ferved  him  with  great  vigour  and  valour  in  the  cabinet  liament 
ind  in  th?  field,  thought  his  Icrvices  could  never  be  paid,  «^g^nfi 
ma  that  PUtif  was  bound  to  accomplifh  for  him  whatever  l^^ohert 
tedi^fired,  in  whatever  manner,  and  by  removing  nvhatever  ^'Artois, 
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%Lho  obAacles  ky  in  the  ^vay  %  He  began  by  prc&atiog  a  xnesuh 
thereupon  rial  when  king  Edward  was  at  Jmiens^  deiiring  leave  to  cji» 
retires  iff  amine  witnefles  in  regard  to  his  juft  claim  to  the  coopty  of 
$0  Eng-  Jrtois,  which  was  granted.  H^  next  demanded  a  revifioQ 
^and.  pf  ^^  judgment  given  by  parliament  in  that  caufe,  on  a  fiw- 
gcftion  that  be  could  exhibit  new  proofs,  which  were  abto- 
lutely  conclusive.  He  was  indulged  in  this  too,  and  the  fait 
,  was  reduced  to  the  fame  ilate  in  which  it  ftpod  before  either  of 
the  two  judgments  were  pronounced  **.  He  then  produced 
thefi^  evidences,  which,  upon  infpeAion,  were  found  to  be 
forged ;  and  the  very  woman,  by  whofe  contrivance  this 
whole  fcene  was  carried  on,  being  leized,  confefled  the  faAs, 
and  mad^  every  thing  as  clear  as  poifible.  The  king  la^ 
Boured  a3  mnchas  was  in  his  power  to  prevail  upon  his  bn>« 
tjier-in-law  to  defift  from  thefe  pretenfions,  and  to  have  no- 
thing farther  to  do  with  thofe  whom  he  had  engaged  in  thefe 
praflices,  which  be  promifed,  but  did  not  perform ;  {6  that^ 
at  length^  provoked  by  thefe  and  fqmc  more  criminal  praftices, 
the  king,  after  granting  him  various  delays  of  juiUce,  at 
length,  in  full  parliament,  pronounced  an  ediA  of  baniih- 
meat  and  confifc^tioa  of  all  his  eftates  ^.  He  retired  upcm 
this  into  the  territories  of  the  duke  of  Brabant,  where  he 
engaged  iq  new  intrigues ;  and  Philip,  having  thereupon  taken 
meafures  for  humbling  the  duke  of  Brabant,  and  having 
c^ufed  hi$  own  Cfter,  fbr  the  fliare  ihe  had  in  her  hulband^ . 
fipifter  cpntrivanccs,  to  be  arrefted,  Robfrt  de  ArtoU  with- 
drew, in  the  difguife  of  a  merchant,  with  all  the  wealth  he 
A.D,  had  amafTed,  into  England,  where  he  was  kindly  received  by 
133  J.  Edward,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  fervices  he  was  able  to  rcn* 
d^r  him,  as  inrefentment  to  the  proteftion  afibrded  by.  Phil^ 
to  David  king  of  Scots  ;  who,  tho'  his  own  brother-in-law; 
Edward h^ddi{poBt[kd  of  his  dominions'*.  Many  of  tb^ 
frptifh  bi/torians,  apd  amongft  thefe  fome  of  great  note,  have 
considered  Philip's  proceedings  againfl  Robert  as  flowing  fron) 
a/piritof  iipplacable  perfecution  * ;  whereas  others,  by  prpr 
dncing  the 'original  procefs,  have  vindicated  the  king's  coQ? 
duft,  and  Ihewn,  that,  if  he  had  followed  the  advice  of  his 
parliament,  in  feizipg  the  perfon  of  Robert,  ho  might  eafily 
have  prevented  th^  mifchiefs  to  which  he  was  expofed,  by 
ifuffering  him  to  retire  as  he  did,  and  to  feek  (belter  ampQgft 
Jiis  pD^jnie?  ^     But  with  regard  to  Edward*$  creating  hm 
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eatl  of  Richmond,  tho'  affirmed  by  fome  good  liuthors^  it  19 
certainly  a  miftake  s, 

Philip  had  lived  upon  exceeding  good  terms  with  pope  TYiWipand 
John  the  twenty-fecond,  who  feemcd  to  be  very  dcfirous  of  Edward 
cftablifliing  a  new  croifade ;  in  which,  to  fliew  bis  obedi-  hotb  prk- 
cnce,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  anfu^^er  other  purpofes  of  his  p^efor 
own,  Philip  (hewed   himfelf  very  zealous,  and,  with  the  ?'*'"» 'V 
kings  of  Arragm^  Naples,  and   Bohemia,   took  the  crofs,-^^^^'^^ 
the'  it  has  been  very  much  doubted,  whether  he  was  at  all  in  ^^  ***^ 
«ameft  in  regard  to  this  expedition  **.     He  raifcd  forces ;  he  *;.^/^^^^, 
took  the  necefliry  meafures  for  afleinbling  a  great  fleet ;  and 
the  doing  this  afforded  a  fair  pretence  for  levying  large  fums 
upon  the  clergy  and  laity,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  gave  & 
colour  for  negociating  on  every  fide,  and,  which  was  of 
more  confequence  than  all  the  reft,  gave  occafion  to  the  pope 
to  interpofe  with  the  king  of  England,  and  to  proteft,  ac« 
cording  to  the  doftrine  of  thofe  times,  againfl  making  any 
attempts  on  the  dominions  of  a  prince,  who  had  taken  a  vow 
<o  employ  his  arms  in  defence  of  the  gofpelagainft  the  in- 
fidels «.     On   the  other  hand,  Edward,  tho'  fcarce  p{  full 
age,  managed  his  affairs  with  great  temper  and  addrefs  ;  he 
h^  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  maintaining  what  he  took  to 
be  a  good  title  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  at  the  fai^e  time 
there  was  nothing  of  which  he  was  fo  much  afraid  as  of  the 
lofs  of  the  duchy  of  Guienne,  and  the  county  of  Ponthieu, 
before  he  was  in  a  condition  to.profecute  that  title.   The  firft 
thing  he  aimed  at* was  fubduing  Scotland;  yet,  in  order  to  ^ 

this,  he  did  not  make  war  direftly  upon  king  David  Bruce, 
bpt  fufFered  fuch  of  his  nobility  as  were  inclined  to  affift 
Edward  Baliol  to  invade  Scotland ;  where,  notwithftanding 
the  affiftance  of  a  French  fleet,  they  gained  great  advantages, 
and,  under .  pretence  of  giving  them  a  new  king,  reduced 
the  whole  kingdom  to  mifery  ^.  As  foon  as  the  four  years 
truce  was  at  an  end,  he  marched  into  Scotland  in  pcrfon,  and 
traveried  it  from  fouth  to  north,  penetrating  at  length  as  far 
as  Caithnefs.  Philip,  to  favour  his  allies,  fufFered  fonie  ir- 
ruptions into  Guienne,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  frefli  com- 
plaints at  Avignon  to  pope  BenediEl,  who  had  fucceeded 
yohn\  Edward  {ent  his  ambafladors  alfo  to  the  pontif,  of- 
fered to  fubmit  the  differences  between  them  to  his  decifion, 
piofefl^ed  bis  inclination  'to  go  alfo  into  the  Holy  Land  with 
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Philip,  tnA  to  leave  all  things  in  the  QtQatiqn  they  then 
ftood  cUI  their  return  K     Hp  fent  hi$  ambafl^ors  likew|fe  to 
the  court  of  France;  where  they  poaiplained  of  the  injuriei 
flone  h;m,  fqllicited  rcdrefs  in  the  moft  refpeAful  tprms,  and 
alTured  Philip,  that  king  Edward  had  nothing  fa  muiph  at 
.  A. p.    heart  as  preferving  the  peace  between  th^  two  natipp^.     But 
'337-     at  the  fame  tioid  he  did  this,  he  treated  with  th$  emperor 
Lewis  of  J^avaria,  with-the  count  of  Holland  and  Z^abmd. 
WXh.  the  count  palat^  of  the  Rhine^  and  pther  princes  or 
Germany,  and  made  no  fecret  to  them  of  his  intention  to  at- 
tack France,  not  barely  about  ihe  wrongs  he  had  ^rfl^ncd 
\n  Cuienne,  but  in  fupport  of  his  right  to  the  crown  of  tha|: 
realm,  which  Robert  of  Jrtois  perfiiaded  him  was  |&dufait- 
able,  and  had  fo  high  an  idfpa  of  his  qwn  ajbilities,  that  as  h$ 
boafted  he  made  Philip  de  Faints  king  by  his  addreis,  fo  be 
now  threatened  to  d^pofe  him  fpr  his  ingratitude  »>•     Lan- 
guage wild  and  paflionate  iqdeed^  but  expreffive  of  that  ria* 
qi&ivc  vigilance,  by  which  hp  went  fcry  far  to^yard^'biing- 
ing  it  to  par$. 
The  wMT       King  Philip  being  informed  of  tbefc  negociations»  and 
Ireahs  *      pcrpptviqg  df ar)y  that  the  prptepce  of  takmg  the  crofe  was 
^cut,  and'  no  longer  of  any  ufe,  detached  a  fquadron  of  his  fleet  ^gainft 
Edvirard    the  infidels^  and  brought  the  reft,  cpniifting  ch^ily  of  Genth 
frroail^    ^  vpflels,  into  th|5  ocean  ;  v/here  they  might  be  employed 
^d  on  to     againft  the  Engli/h  °.     He  made  alliances  Jikewife  with  the 
ioncluiea  princes  on  his  frontiers,  particularly  t}ie  king  of  Navarre  \ 
?^*^?*        and  on  the  fide  of  Germany  he  brought  into  his  inteireft  Jehti 
of  Luxentburgh,  king  of  Bohemia,  the  duj^es  of  Aufiria^ 
and  feveral  grpat  prelates  and  peers  of  thp  empire  **.     In  ^ 
idifpate  of  fbis  nature  it  was  pf  great  confequence  which 
fide  was  taken  by  the  Flemings.     Their  count  Lewis  declared 
without  referve  for  king  Philip,  but  his  fubjefts  were  much 
more  inclined  to  Edward.     Jafnes  Artevelk,  a  brewer,  the 
moft  able  and  the  moft  artful  man  i^  that  fountry,  governed 
them  as  nxuch  as  if  he  had  bjsen  their  prince,  and  the  ad- 
Fantagcs  derived  from  thjs  Engiyh  commerce  determined  him 
in  favour  pf  Edward;  who,,  at  hiis  requeft,  pafled  the  fca 
with  a  great  navy,  and  debarked  a  numerous  army  at  Slt^s  p. 
In  th^  firlj:  CQuqcU^  that  were  held,  it  was  refolved  to  zO:  of- 
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knfmlj,  bnt  for  this  there  wanted  a  pretc&ce ;  tke  vtflals  of 
the  empire  could  not  a6l  either  by  th^  orders,  or  even  a&  alUet 
pf  Edward,  without  diredtion  from  the  emperof,  ^ad  he  w^ 
uader  a  treaty  with  France.  This  difficulty,  however,  va% 
ibpQ  overcome ;  the  Frencb  had  mad^  th^mfelves  m^fters  ^ 
(Jan^ray,  the  emperor  refolved  it  fliould  be  retaken,  aiidy 
with.a  view  to  this,  he  created  Edward  Viczr  general  pf  th#  ' 
empire,  who  befieged  it  without  d^lay>  tbo'  Jf^JIm  duke  «f 
Normandy,  king  Philip's  fon,  defended  it  vith  a  uumcroiit 
gs^rifon.  Tet»  after  a  (hort  time,  ^otert  de  Artqi^  prevail^ 
upon  him  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  march  into  Piccurdy  ^.  Pbili^ 
covered  hk  country  on  that  fide  like  a  <;aptain  of  great  ex- 
perience, and  decliaed  coming  to  a  battle,  tho'  fome  writert 
afcribe  thi^  conduA  to  Sdward.  However,  the  feat  of  war 
^as  again  trausferred  into  the  J!>u;  Camteris^  vbere  Edward 
i^th  his  forpes,  befieged  Tournay  ;  to  the  relief  of  whic^ 
PbiBp  marched  with  a  numerous  and  well-appointed  army, 
butaAed  again  with  fo  much  caution,  that  Edward  faundi 
himfelf  in  a  manner  blocked  up  in  his  camp ;  and  the  comitdls 
dowager  of  Ifainaulty  ^fter  to  Philip,  mother-in-law  to  X^- 
war(^  and  fifter-in-law  to  Robert  de  Jrtoisy  coming  out  of 
the  convent  to  vi}\]fh  (he  had  retired,  interpofed  with  & 
much  fpirit  and  addrefs,  that  (he  engagedrall  jpartips  to  agree; 
to  a  truce  for  a  year  r ;  and  mighty  perhaps^  have  hrou^ir 
about  a  peace  if  (be  had  furvived. 

.  BpT?  while  thefe  things  were  tranfaftcd  by  land,  that  b^rJkren 
were  alfg  fome  great  things  performed  by  fea.     The  FrentH  ^jvm/it  . 
fleet,  or  rather  the  fleet  in  the  pay  of  Trmce,  took  two  /hips  f^  Plcmt 
of  force,  many  trading  veflels,  committed  great  deprodations  ^"^^J^^  * 
on  the  coafis,  burnt  t^^  town  of  Southampton,  and  attemptiMi  JI'*"*  ^ 
defcents  in  feveraj  places  ;  and,  notwithftanding  they  ^^^  \^*^    ^ 
n  l^igth  repulfed,  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  ••    But  king  J^^ 
Sdward,  in  his  paflage  to  Flanders,  met  with  this  fleet  at  fca,  Fian^ 
engaged  and  beat  it  after  a  very  obftinate  refiftance.    Thfi 
was  die  firft  gre^t  maritime  aftion  that  happened  in  the  ^ui^ 
of  the  war,  and  coft  both  parties  very  dear ;  the  greateft  Mrt 
of  king  PJkilifs^ApcX  was  deftroy^,  and  near  twenty  thouuoi 
men  periOied  ;  on  the  other  fid^,  the  EngUA  b^d  about  feven 
tho^iand  men  killed,  and'their  fleet  fo  roughly  handled  as  tq 
be  able  to  perform  nothing  of  confequencis  thut  year  f.  Philips 
fdilowin^  the  courfe  of  his  predeceflbr^,  profeputed  Edward 
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as  a  peer  of  Trance  before  the  parliament,  for -receiving  and 
fupporting  Robert  de  ArtoiSy  after  he  had  been  condemned  for  . 
treafon,  and  for  this  direfted  the  duchy  of  Guienne  and  the 
cbunty  of  Ponthieu  to  be  feized ;  in  purfuance  of  which 
liany  places  were  taken,  till  the  war  on  all  fides  was  iuf- 
pcnded  by  the  truce  ".  At  the  fiege  of  Tournay,  Edward  firft 
ttk>k  the  arms,,  and  aHumed  publicly. the  tide,  of  king  of 
fi-ance,  and  this  that  he  might  engage  the  Flemings  to  aft, 
who  di;l  homage  to  him  as  their  monarch,  that  they  might 
avoid  the  imputation  of  rebellion,  and  the  forfeiture  of  two 
millions  of  florins  which  they  flood  bound  t©  pay  the  pope . 
lipon  tkeir  laft  treaty  with  Philip,  in  cgfe  they  at  any  time  re- 
volted againft  the  crown  of  France ;  which  they  conceived 
to  be  eluded  by  their  owning  Edward's  tide,  and  a6ling  agaioft 
Philip  as  the  ufurper  of  that  realm  from  the  right  heir  ^. 
Yet,  upon  th6  truce,  they  admitted  the  return  of  their  count, . 
who  feafted  Edward  magnificently,  at  Ghent,  tho'  h^  woul4 
not  be  perfuaded  to  enter  into  his  intereft ;  which  was  the 
more  honourable,  as  this  would  have  reconciled  him  to  his 
fubjefts  efFeftually. 

A  NEW  and  unlooked  for  incident  revived  the  war  eveQ 
before  the  conclufion  of  the  truce,  and  fpread  its  flames  much 
wider  than  ever.  Arthur  the  fecond  duke  of  Bretagne, 
prince  of  the  blood,  and  peer  of  France,  had,  by  Mary 
daughter  of  the  vifcount  de  Linages,  three  fons,  John,  Guy^ 
.  and  Peter,  By  bis  fecond  wife  T^land^  or  Violante,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  count  of  Dreux,  ajid  Beatrix  countefs  of 
Montfort,  which  lady,  at  the  time  of  her  efpoufing  the 
duke  of  Bretagne,  was  the  widow  of  Alexander  kingof 
Scots,  he  had  John  de  Montfori,  and  five  daughters  *.  ihe 
cldeft  and  the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  of  the  firft  bed,  lived 
^nd  died  without  iflue ;  but  Guy  count  de  Penthieyre  left 
behind  him  an  only  daughter,  who,  from  an  accident  that 
befel  her  while  a  child,-  was  called  Hopping  Jane.  Her  uncle 
John  the  third  duke  of  Bretagne  \vould  have  regarded  her 
as  his  hdrcfs,  having  an  implacable  averfion  to  his  mother- 
in-law  alid  his  brother  John  count  de  Montfort  y.  After  con» 
triving  various  methods  to  defeat  him  of  his  fuccefljon,  the 
diike  at  l^ft  gave  bis  niece  in  marriage  to  Charles  de  Chatillon^ 
fecpnd  fon  to  the  count  de  Blois,  by  the  fifler  of  king  Philip, 
sBfhom  the  French  hiftorians  generally  c^ill  Charles  de  Blois  ^i 
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Itad  to  whom*  in  conjundion  with,  and  in  right  of,  hit' 
wife,  duke  John  caufed  the  ftatcs  of  Bntagne  to  fwear 
homage,   not  doubting   that,   after  his  deceafe,  the  Idng 
would  fupport  his  nephew's  title,  which  was  the  principal 
inotlve  to  the  marriage.     This  duke  dying  in  the  month  of 
y^r;7,  John  count  de  Montfort^  in  right  of  his  mother,  im-     A.©. 
inediately  feiz^d  his  palace  and  treafures,  which  quickly  en-     '34^« 
abled  him  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  ftrong  places  in 
the  du9hy  *,    A^  he  knew  the  difpofition  of  the  king  and 
coyrt  of  Franu^  he  had  very  little  hopes  of  remaining  long 
quiet ;  and  therefore,  to  fecurc  himfelf  a  proteftion  equal  to 
that  on  which  his  competitor  depended,  he  went  over  to 
England^  and  offered  to  do  homage  to  king  Edward,  either 
as  king  of  France ,  on  whom  it  depended  by  the  new  creation, 
or  as  king  of  England,  fince  in  quality  of  duke  of  Normandy, 
which  he  claimed  independent  of  his  right  to  the  crown  of 
France,  Sretagne  depended  anciently  on  him,  and  was  but  a 
r^nnote  fief  of  the  crown  of  France.  Einvard  entertained  him 
kindly,  received  his  homage,  promlfed  him  fupport,  and 
fcnt  him  bafk  to  BretagneK    On  the  other  hand,  Philip 
caiffed  him  to  be  fi^mmoned  to  anfwer  for  his  conduft  before 
the  high^Qurt  of  parliament,  and  probably  granted  him  a  fafe. 
conduft  J  for  he  went  to  Paris,  made  his  excufes  to  the 
king,  and  remained  therp  fpme  time ;  but,  fufpefting  a  de-  • 
fign  to  fecure  his  perfon,  he  withditv  fecretly,  and  retired  • 
into  his  own  country.    The  parliament  proceeded  however, 
and  at  length  declared  the  right  of  AiccefSon  belonged  to  the 
countefs  de  Perithievre,  and  the  king  ordered  his  fon  John 
duke  of  Normandy  to  pu(  that  lady  and  her  huiband  info 
pofleffion  of  the  dpchy  oi  Bretagni^.     John  de  Mont  fort 
exclaimed  a^ainft  thi^  fent^nce  as  uDjuft,  and  as  given  at  the 
follicitation  and  out  qf  complaifafice  to  the  king;  in  which 
there  feem$  to  be  ipme  foundation,  Unce  he  was  brother  to 
the  deceafed  duHe,  and  conleqji^othr  nearer  in  blood  than 
his  niece,  and  heir  male^  and  therefore  to  be  preferred  to  a 
female :  and  it  was  pot  911  little  flrange,  that  he,  who  v^ 
capable  of  taking  the  crown  of  France  by  defcent,  fhould  / 

have  no  title  by  the  fame  delbent  to  a  fief  of  that  crown  ^. 

The  war  of  Bretagne  fcemed  to  be  determined  almofl  as  Robert 
fopn  as  it  began  ^  for  the  duke  of  Normandy  entering  that  d^Artott 
duchy  with  a  numerous  army,  John  (fe  Montfort  threw  YCm-Jlain  in 
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thf^mr  fi»If  mxoKaniis^^  aa4  made  all  tlie  difpofidons  rcqnifite  iot 
mritk  ^xi  obftiQatc  defence  ;  but  the  duke  having  corrupted  one  of 
Charies  \^^  officers,  the  place  was  betrayed  into  his  hands,  together 
4t  Blois  ^th  the  perfon  of  John  da  Montfort^  who  was  fent  prifoner 
^r^"  to  Paris,  and  confined  there  m  the  tower  of  the  Louvre^,  His 
^°^*  »  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  count  of  Flanders^  retired  into 
Mfmtehn,  which  was  a  place  of  great  Ibength ;  and,  having 

Srevailed  upon  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  to  rifk  all  in  her 
efence,  and  in  that  of  her  fon,  a  child  in  the  fifth  year  of 
his  age,  (he  fpared  no  paiqs  to  encourage  W  to  augment 
the  party  of  her  hulband.    His  competitor  Charles  de  Blcns 
marched  with  a  confiderable  force  to  befiege  her  in  Hentiel^n  ; 
•  upon  which  (he  ksxt  Amawre  de,  Cltjfon  into  England  to  il- 

licit fuccours  from  king  Edward^  and  with  him  the  young 
pr^ice  her  fon,  that  he  might  be  fafe.  Charles,  who  looked 
€^  the  reduction  of  the  place  as  a  certain  prelude  to  the  con* 
(meft  of  Bretagnfii  puftied  the  il^e  with  all  the  warmth  im^- 
ginable,  and  was  on  the  very  point  of  taking  Hennehon  and' 
t^e  dDche(s,  when  the  Engajb  fuccours  arrived,  under  th^ 
command  of  Walter,  de  Mmny,  ^  excellent  officer ;  w^o, 
with  a  handful  of  troops,  did  all  that  could  be  expefibe^ 
from  him ;  hut  had  probably  been  opprefled  by  numbers^  if 
tlie  conoteft  ha4  not  very  artfully  procured  a  truce,  which 
gave  hqr  an  opportumty  of  going  over  in  peribn  t6  England i 
where,  the  truce  between  the  two  crowns  being  expired,  ihe 
'  procured  a,  poMrerful  f^ccour,  commanded  by  Robert  4e 

ArUis,  with  whom  {he  embarked  on  board  a  fleet  of  forty- 
.  five  fail.    In  iheir  paflage.  they  met  and  attacked  the  French 
fleet,  commanded  by  L^is  de  la  Cerda^  whom  the  hiftoriaos 
of  thofc  timcs^call  tewis  of  Spain,  but  were  feparated  by  a 
•A«  B*    ftorm  ^    On  their  arrival  in  Bretagne,  the  war  revived  with 
F34^*    great  fpirit,  in.  wKch,  as  in  the  fight  at  fea,  the  duchcfs  ^^ 
a^ed  in  perfon^^    Robert  de  Artois  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
V^nnes^  which  Vas  foon  after  retaken  by  the  French,  and 
Robert  de  Artois,  with  much  difficulty,  made  his  efcapc- 
*        The  wounds  he  received  proving  dangerous,  he  embarked 
»t  ^     for  England;,  where  he  died  about  the  middle  of  05lober^ 
i      .  ;ind  ^as  buried  with  great  folemnity  at  Canterbury.     A  v&rj 
I'       fortunate  ^vc^t  for  king  Philif,  and  which  affefted  Edward 
I ;       fo  much,  that  he  rcfolved  to  go  over  in  perfon  to  Bretagne 
t         to  revenge  it  j  which  he  accordingly  performed  with  a  greater 
force  thanhad  been  hitherto  fmpjoyed  on  that  fide  K 
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Ah  eagcrnefs  to  perform  fomethlng  very  extraor4ioar|:  ICfi^  fi<l« 
.  prevented  him  from  doing  at  all  what  he  thought  to  have  ward,  ^ 
done  at  onCc;  for,  perceiving  there  was  no  confiderable  army  *^  ^«»  •«* 
in  the  field  to  bppofe  him,  he  laid  fiege  to  Nantes^  Rennej/^^^J^M 
P'anmSt  zudGuignant  at  the  fame  time.     The'dukc  of /V'tfr-f*"^i* 
numdy^  who  knew  thofe  places  were  well  provided,  made  no  JJI^'T' 
great  hafte  to  fuccour  them,  that  the  Engtijb  army  might  be  ^JSJIJ'^ 
harrafled  by  the  fatigue  of  thofe  fieges,  and  that  he  might  ^^^/^^^ 
fcave  time  to  augment  his  own  ^.    At  kngtb,  hearing  that  tkm. 
Edward  hsA  tzHntti' Guignan^  he  marched  towards  Rennes  : 
and,'  the  enemy  having  raifed  the  fiege,  ha  proceeded  to' 
Nantes^  the  fiege  of  which  was  likewife  raifed  At  his  ap- 
proach, and  the  whole  of  Edward'^  army  aflembled  about 
Vannes  ;  where  the  diike  of  Normandy ^  having  fome  officers 
about  him  of  great  experience,  and  being  guided  by  their 
Couniel,  formed  a  blockade  at  a  great  diftance ;  and,  though 
Edward  took  every  method  he  could  devifc  to  provoke  him, 
yet  he  contini^ed  fiill  in  the  fame  fituation,  till,  by  the  inter* 
gofition  of  the  new  pope  Clement  the  fixth,  i  truce  was  con- 
cluded^ zxiiidward  returned  into  J^/n^i^/iif  with  lefsadvan-     A.D. 
tage  than  from  any  campaign  he  ever  made  K    By  this  treaty'    '344* 
^ohn  de  Montfort  obtained  his  liberty,  and,  tho*  be  was  for- 
bid to  leave  Pa^fij,  yet  he  took  the  'firft  fair  opportunity  of 
leavir^  it  privately,  and  returning  again  to  Brdagne.  As  ifor 
the  conferences  held  at  Avignon^  in  the  prefencc  of  the  p6p^ 
they  were  bi  from  'advancing  the  peace,  but  they  had  this 
|[oQd  confequenee,  that  the  truce  was  prolonged  for  threfc 
years,  ^hd  this  for  Fr^nc^, and  England^  as  well  as  Brit^gHe, 
SjCQtland,  CuUnne,^Vknd  the  Low  Countries,  the  allies  on  both 
i^des being  included^.  . 

It  feems  to  have  been  the  view  of  PBilip,  in  ooncloding  ihtjgSfgg'm^ 
firft  truce,  to  make  way,  if  poffibk>  for  a  peace;  fop  tho'Hp,  iywt 
bitherto  his  lodes  had  not  been  great,  yet  he  found  that>i6f^- 
Edward  had  fo  many  advantages,  arid  wa?  fo  capable  of-fm- wrf(7, 
proViBg  them,  that  the  war  exhaufted  liis  fubjefts  fo  much,  ^f^ 
a^d  hid  bcfides  fo  many  inconveniencies,  that  he  would  wil-  ®*^J^5 
K^gly  have  ended  it;  which  he  flattered  hlmfplf,  after  thc**^J^* 
death  of  Rokert  de  Artoh,  might  have  been  prafticable  K  A$^^^^ 
&on  as  he  was  convinced  it  was  not,  he  applied  himfelif  to  ^oidiSt 
i^reiigthen  the  alliances  he  had  already  formed,  and  to  s^e  truee. 
(och  ac<iuifitions  as  might  prove  beneficial  to  his  family.   He 
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'  '  ihet  with  fome  fuccefs  \n  the  former,  and  more  cfpecially  ia 

^    .  the  prooiife  of  naval  affiftancc  from  Spain »  and  much  greater* 

•  in  the  latter,  by  his  treaty  with  Humbert  thefecond  dauphia 

\  •  . .  otVUnnois,  of  which  we  {hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  morelargelx 

'  hereafter,  and  by  the'purchafe  of  the  lordftiip  of  Montpellier' 

"  from  the '  unfortunate  king  of  Majorca,  of  which  "we  havc[ 

*    already  given  an  account  in  its  proper  place  ".  He  might  have 

done  more  in  referchce  to  both,  if  the  war  had  not  broker 

out  fooner,  and  with  greater  violence  than  ever,  by  a  breach 

of  the  truce,  as  fome  writers  fay,  on  the  part  of  king  Edxvard} 

but,  in  reality,  from  an  inexcufable  aft  of  cruelty,  flowing 

from  that  impetuofity  of  temper  which  wai  the  great  fourcc 

of  ail  pump's  misfortunes.     He  had  concluded  a  marriage 

between  his  fecond  fon  Phi/ip  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  prin-* 

cefa  Blanch,  the  daughter  of  his  predecefTor  Charles  the  Fair  r 

and,  to  heighten  die  folemnity  of  the  wedding,  had  appointed 

a  loumament  "•'"  On  the  faith  of  the  truce,  Oliver  de  Clijpml^ 

who  had  ferved  ^*^itfa  reputation  on  the  fide  of  Charles  de 

Blois^  had  been  made  prifoner  by  the  Bnglijh,  and  beea  ex* 

changed  for  an  Englifh  carl,  came  to  Paris,  with  feveral  other 

gentlemen  of  Bretagne,  to  (hare  in  thefe  diverfions.     Sooa* 

after  their  arrival,  the  king  caufed  Clijhn  and  eleven  more  t(>; 

be  ^arrefted,.  iipon  fome  fufpicion  that  they  held  intelligence! 

vnxh  fohn  de  Montjort,  or  with  king  Edward,  and,  without 

any.  form  of  law,  caufed  them  to  be  beheaded  in  prifon.    As^ 

tjie  blood  of  the  nobility  had  hitherto  been  facred  in  France^ 

tills  aft  of  violence  excited  terror  and  jealoufy  athongft  them,,; 

and  flriick  all  France  with  confternation  **.  '  When  the  new$ 

of  It  came  to  Edward^  he  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  was  pa 

tjic  point  of  putting  all  the  /t^mc*.  prifoners  in  Ms  hands  tir 

death  ;'  but  Henry  of  LancaJIer  earl  of  Derby  difluaded 
him,  by  faying,  that  it  was  not  th^  way  to  efface  a  bad] 
.!*precedeat  by  making  a  worfe  :  upon  which  the  king  fent  for" 
Henry  de  Letfn,  and  told  him,  that  tho*  he  might  as  well  pnt 
■'^'     Jiim  to  death  as  Philip  had  done  his  countrymen,  or  infift  ujy-^. 
'54S*    pn  a  very  targe  ranfom,  as  he  was  thericheft  gentleman  inr" 
iBretagne,  yet  he  would  be  content  with  a  yery  fmall  one,  if 
*         he  would  go  to  Paris,  and,  in  his  name,  defy  Philip  de  Fa» 
his:  tell  him,  that  he  looked  upon  the  truce  as  no  longer 
fubfiliing,  and  that  he  would  never  conclude  another  tfll  hec 
|iad  revenged  the  death  of  thefe  unhap»py  gentlemen  p. 
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THEfirft  cflSbrts  were  made  in  Guiehne,  to  ^vhkh  the  €ZT\Jt/trJf  ', 
of  Derby  was  fent  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  and  a  numerous  the't^nat 
corps  of  troops  on  board.     He  managed  the  war  with  great  ^/^^**^ 
fucccfs,  and  defeated  the  count  de  Ujie^  who  commandedfor  ?*^  '^^w 
king  PhUip  on  that  fide.     John  de^  Montforf  difplayed'Ws^r^*  ' 
banners  again  as  duke  of  Breiagne,  and,  with  the  affiftance  ^•^  nu^ 
of  feme  Englifh  troops,  befieged  ^imper  ,•  but  the  place  Was  Y^'cnaU  * 
fo  Arongly  fortified  and  fo  well  defended,  and  his  own  troops^//, 
in  fo  poor  a  condition  ai\d  fo  ill  prodded,  that  he  was  co^-    *'    '    ' 
ihrained  to  raife  the  fiege ;  the  difgrace  of  which  affefied  hiii        ' ' 
fo  ftrongly,  that  he  died  foon  after  of  difcontent,  leaving  hS 
fon  a  kind  of  hoftage  in  England^  and  his  broken  fortune  t6 
the  care  of  that  heroine  his  fpoufe  9.     In  Flanders  thingi 
took  the  like  turn ;  king  Edward  not  only  went  thither,  but 
carried  with  him  alfo  his  Ton,  afterwards  the  famous  blacM 
prince,  in  hopes  that,  through  the  intereft  of  iiis  friend^ 
Artevelle^  ft)r  io  Edward  always  called  him,  the  Flermngf 
might  be  induced  10  leave  their  natural  prince,  and  accept 
dther  of  him  or  his  fon.     His  agent  did  all  that  was  in  hi^ 
power,  but  in  vain;  the  propofition  was  rejefted,  and  th^ 
comn^ions  of  Ghent  entertaining  fome  fufpicion  of  jirtevelle* 
who  remained  behind,  the  reft  of  their  deputies  ran  into  X 
tumult  on  his  return,  and  beat  out  his  brains  \     Thus  far 
things  went  well  for  king  Philips  even  without  his  own  af» 
fiftance ;  but  the  earl  of  Derby  was  ftill  viftorious  in  C7«f- 
inney  and  ptfhed  his  c6nquefts  as  far  as  Angoulefme.     The 
king  ord«;red  his  fon,    the  duke  of  Normandy^  to  marcli 
againft  him ;  but  was  unable  to  provide  him  with  a  competent' 
army  for  want  of  money.     He  had  forefeen  this  want,  but 
did  not  think  it  would  fo  foon  have  come  upon  him.  He  had,^ 
however,  endeavoured  to  provide  againft  it,  by  impofing  that 
tax  upon  fait  which  ftiU  fubfifts ».     This  furniflied  him  wittf 
money  indeed ;  but  it  came  in  flowly,  was  attended  with  fe- 
veral  infurreAions  and  univerfal  difcontent  ^     At  length  the 
dufoe  of  Normandy  marched  with  a  hundred  thoufand  men' 
s^nft  the  carl  of  Derby ^  who  had  not  a  third  part  of  that' 
nnmber,  recovered  moft  of  the  new  conquefts,  and,  by  de-' 
grecs,  preffed  him  fo  hard,  that  he  was  forced  to  fend  to' 
king  f^fu/^ri  and  demand  relief,  without  which  it  was  im-. 
pofEble  to  lave  Cuienne^  which  the  war  had  already  almoft*     i 
ruined  «•  * 
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J^hile  King  Philips  ha/mg  exerted  his  utmoil  fottt  ih  ftflcmbling 

Philip       and  coiupietmg  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Normandy^  relied 

-md^tsm   y^poa  that  for  refifting  the  Englzjb,  not  only  as  their  fbroet 

*he  tMVM-  /looa  alt  prefetit  under  the  earl  <$  Derby ^  aow  by  bi«  fatherV 

*A  irftML  ^^^'^  becwne  earl  of  Jamcqfier^    but   Ukewife  when  thejr 

Edward    ^^^^^^  ^  augmented  by  the  troop?  which  he  ktxew  king  £i- 

Marh  m  *'<*'*^'^*s  bringing  thither  in  perton:;  and  therefore  he  medi* 

irt^tamg  ^^^  ^^  invaiion  on  England^  in  the  kidg^^s  abfence^  which 

i>Ndr«    "«^  to  be  facilitated  by  an  irruptidn  of  the'  Scots ;  and  with 

suady.     this  view  he  had  a  great  number ,  of  Genoeji  veflel^ .  in  hils 

ports,  and  fome  thoufands  of  crofs-bow  men,  who  were  to 

anbark  as  foon  as  the  king  had  appointed  a  pkce  for  his  fledt 

to  aftemble.     He  had  alfo  fet  on  foot  a  freOi  negotiation'  with 

the  Flemings y  and  had  made  them  very  qwfiderable  ofiers^ 

ijf  they  would  return  to  his  obedience,  and  that  of  their 

count  "^^  ^  While  he  was  nfing  the  propdireft  meJtns  to  carry 

thefe  important  pi-ojcfts  into  exeoutidn,  JEdwdrd,   having^ 

irawn  together  four  thoufand  men^attrtos,  ten  thoufahd 

archers,  twelve  thoufand  Wclch^  and  fik  t&oirfand  Iri/b  foot^ 

cmbaiked  them  on  board  eight  hundred  tranfpbrts,  and,  e& 

torting  thefe  with  a  fleet  of  two  hundced  and  fifty  fail,  cm« 

barked  in  perfon  on  the  4th  of  Jw/y,  with  an  intention  to 

land  either  .at  Bayome  ox  Bourdeanx  \  but  being  twice  drovd 

back  by  contrary  winds,  which  threw  him,  with  no  fbsiail 

hazard,  on  the  coaftof  Carnwall^  he  b«^n  to  lifteo.  to  tfid 

advice  of  Gecffrey  brother  to  the  count  de  Haj^cwrt\    Thii 

gentleman  had  not  only  bcei^  of  tbe  countil,  ^biit  ishw  alfo  a 

declared  favourite,  to  king  Philips  iill>  by  fuci  degnees  i3iat 

are  but  too  common  at  courts,  he  was  di%raced;.a&d,.know<^ 

ing  the  violence  of  his  mafter's  tei&per,.  fled  about  two  yefirs 

before  into  EngUniy  where  he  was  very  kindly  received,  and 

much  eiieemed  by  Edward.     This  GeoffYey  had^  from  tbtf  ' 

beginning,   remonftrated  to  him,  that  Gvknnt  2i\A  Pmtam 

were  in  themfelves  countries  not  over  fruitful,  and.  Widrfe  \rf 

this  time  wliolly  exhaufted,  having  been  fo  le©g  the  feat  of 

war ;  whereas  Normandy  (which  was  his  own  couairy)^  -was. 

very  rich  and  fruitful,  full  of  large  towns  indtflerendy  for*- 

tified,  and  where,  on  account  of  taxes  which  they  thou^rt 

illegal,  and  for  various  other  reafons,  the  gentlemen  were 

highly  difgufted  with  Philip  and  his  governmeat  :  and  now*,, 

finding  thiU  he  could  not  execute  his  own  purpofe,  Mdmard: 

very  wifely  altered  it,  and,  direfting  his  courfe  to  the  oppo- 
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lite  flkn^  debarked  his  troops  at  La  Hogtie  y.  He  there  cM- 
tlded  his  forces  ipto  three  bodies,  commanded  by  himfelf, 
the  earl  of  Warwick^  and  Geoffrey  Harcouri^  with  which  he 
fprcad  defolatioa  oa  every  fide «  Carentan,  St.  Lo,  and  Fe- 
hnge^  were  taken  f^Vo^d  in  hand,  and  pillaged :  Rmen^ 
better  fortified,  might  have  cfcaped ;  but  the  count  iEu  and 
the  earl  of  Tancarville  having  retired  thither  with  the  militia 
of  the  adjacent  country^  the  townfmcn  would  needs  have 
them  give  the  Engli/b  battle  ;  which  they  being  perfuaded, 
or  rather  compelled,  to  do,  were  not  only  defeated,  but 
beat  into  the  town,  and  the  place  taken,  with  the  conftable 
'  and  the  count,  a  prodigious  flaughter,  and  an  immenfe 
booty*.  Siward  then  advanced  up  the  Seine  as  high  as 
Poiffif  within  lefs  than  twenty  miles  of  Paris ^  from  whence 
he  fent  to  challenge  Philip  either  to  a  battle  or  fingle  combat ;  , 
and,  receiving  no  anfwer,  retir<*d  into  his  own  county  of 
PonthieUi  in  order  td  rcfrefti  and  recruit  his  army,  being 
now  inclined  to  march  into  Flanders^  "having  received  fre(h 
Invitations  from  the  Flemingi^. 

Many  of  his  allies,  and  moft  of  his  great  taflals,  having  philjrt 
joined  king  Philips  the  fight  of  fo  numerous  an  army,  and  ajfiemhlei 
fuch  a  croud  of  nobility,  induced  that  prince  td  hope,  that,  bis  Allien 
in  the  firft  tranfport  of  thdr  refentnrentj  they  might  over-  and  the 
whelm  the  reduced  army  of  his  antagonift.    Tull  of  \\{i%y^h9U, 
opinion  himfelf,  or  influenced  by  thofe  who  were,  hi  fol-/^''^^^;^'' 
lowed  the  Englijh  with  all  poflible  diligence  »>.  King  Kdward,  ''^^""'  ^^ 
tvho  had  now  in  view  a  retreat  into  -  Flanders ^  dired^ed  his  '^'"^^''^^ 
march  towards  the  river  Somme,  in  order  to  pafs  into  Arfois ;  ^f^y-g^^L^f 
but  found  it  fo  well  guarded,  that  it  was  imp^ofCble :  upon 
this,  4ie  grdered  proclamation  td  be  made  amongll  his  pri- 
foners,  of  whom  he  had  fifteen  or  fixtcen  thoufand,  that, 
if  any  of  them  could  ftiew  him  a  ford,  he  would  give  him' 
bis  liberty,  with  that  of  twenty  more,  and  a  fum  of  money 
into  the  bargain.    One  of  th6  prifoners  accepted  the  ptopofal, 
•and  led  him  to  the  fovd  of  Blanquetaque  ;  where  the  Englijb 
pafled  in  fpite  of  the  qppofition  given  them  by  ^\%  hundred 
crofs-boWs,  and  the  like  number  of  horfe,  on  the  other  Mq  j 
apd  having  reached  the  village  of  Creffyy  four  leagues  beyona 
4bbeviliey  encamped  ift  the  neighbourhood  c.     King  PhiHp 
pafled  the  fame  night  in  the  lalt-meiitioned  town,  and  in  the 
IPQrning  continued  the  purfuit,  not  with  that  leifure  and 
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prudence,  which  he  had  (hewn  upon  otbef  Occafions,  but 
like  a  man  led  by  his  pafSons,  and  who  meafured  the  glory 
of  his  vidtory  by  the  number  of  the  flain. 
The  font'  ^^  ^°^^  "P  ^'^'^  ^^  Englijb  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
9usbattk  and  a  battle  enfuing,  was  defeated  with  great  flaughter^l' 
e/Creify  The  next  day's  lofs  was  little,  if  at  all,  inferroi^  to  this ;  for 
f«  Pqq.  a  vaft  body  of  militia  from  all  the  adjacent  countries,  march* 
tbieu,  in  ing  in  order  to  join  the  king's  army,  fell  in  unexpeftedly  with 
nvhicbtbe  zhodyo(Engl0> troops ;  and,  being  eafily  beaten,  were  maft 
SI?^-?^.  of  them  put  to  the  iword.  The  king,  who  behaved  very 
gallantly  ,himfelf,  and  was  carried  from  the  battle  by  force, 
{ent  for  the  dukeof  iVbrw^«^,  to  join  the  remains  of  his  army; 
while  the  viftorious  Edward  continued  hts  to*  march  to  the 
fea,  and  clofed  the  campaign  by  invefling  Calais  •,  as  a  place 
very  commodious  for  his  defigns. 

The  town  of  Calais  was  obftinately  defended  by  its  in- 
habitants, which  obliged  Edward  to  fortify  his  camp,  and 
to  take  great  precautions  for  the  continuance  of  the  fieges 
in  the  mean  time  king  Philipy  being  joined  by  his  fon  the 
duke  of  Normandy-;  and  having  drawn  forces  from  every 
paf  t  of  his  doKttmoas,  took  the  Orifiame  from  the  abby  of  St. 
Denis ^  and,  with  aa  army'^  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
marched  to  the  place  befieged.  When  he  arrived  at  a  con- 
venient diftance,  he  difpatched  fome  officers,  with  orders  to 
view  the  enemy's  camp ;  who  found  it  covered  by  a  ftrong 
regular  line,  within  which  were  warm  convenient  huts  for 
the  ^Idicrs,  places  of  arms  at  proper  diftances,  convenient 
,  markets,  in  which  all  forts  of  neceflaries  were  fold  at  an  ealy 
price  ^  They  offered  him  battle  in  the  name  of  king  Phih^  ; 
to  which  he  anfwered  coolly,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
give  him  battle,  but  to  take  Calais ;  and,  at  their  return,. 
they  reported  the  Englijb  to  be  fo  well  polled,. that  it  would 
be  great  imprudence  to  venture  an  attack.  PAfA/ carried  his 
point  in  regard  to  the  young  count  of  Flanders^  whom  his 
fubjefts  invited  home,  received  Mm  with  great  aficfl:ion»  and 
would  have  naarried  him  to  the  princefs  TfabeUa^  daughter  fe 
A.D.  king  Edward  \  but  he,  deceiving  them,  efcaped  to  Paris^ 
1347.  where,  by  the  advice  of  king  Philips  he  efpoufed /Jftfr^^rrf, ' 
daughter  to  the  duke  of  Brabant  S.  This,  thci'  a  point  of 
confequencc,  afforded  but  very  little  confolatipn  for  the  lofs 
oi  Calais  ;  which,  after  it  held  out  near  a  year,  furreodeFtd 
on  terms  which  only  high  refentment  could  impofe,  or  the 
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deepeft  nece/Hcy  admit.  Six  o£  the  principal  inhabibints  werei  . 
ito  be  given  up  to  Echvard,  who  declared  his  intention  to  put 
them  to  death.  This  treaty  muft  have  been  inefFeftuaJ,  if 
fix  of  the  chief  burghers  had  not  offered  thenafelves,  and 
went  oirt  In  their  fhirts,  with  halters  about  their  necks,  to 
throw  themfdves  at  EAvarct^  feet,  who  fternly  ordered  their 
execution  ;  from  which  they  were,  with  difficulty,  fevcd  by 
the  queen,  upon  condition  they  left  the  place,  and  never 
returned  any  more.  They  were  honourably  received,  and 
amply  provided  for  by  king  Philip  o,  Edward,  once  maftex* 
of  the  place,  turned  out  all  the  inhabitants,  and  replaced 
them  by  his  own  fubjcfts.  The  war  was  not  more  fortunate 
for  Philip  on  any  fide.  In  Guienne,  the  earl  of  Lancaftet 
not  only  recovered  whatever  places  the  duke  of  Normandy 
had  taken,  but  aaded  alfo  to  his  conquefts  the  port  of  St 4 
John  iAngiU^  Pcifiitrs^  Nidrt,  and  Xaintes  P.  The  widow 
of  John  de  Montfort  defeated  Charles  de  Blois  in  Bretagne^ 
and  made  him  prifpner,  with  his  two  fons  ;  andj  while  her 
(^oofort  befieged  Calais,  the  queen  of  England  beat  the  Scots^ 
and  took  David  Bruce  their  king*'.  Things  were  in  this 
fiate  when  a  legate  from  the  pope  interpofcd,  to  the  nofmall 
&tisfa£Hon  of  Philips  KnA  Edward,  knowing  the^diforder  of 
h\%  finances,  readily  yielded  to  a  truce,  which  he  afterwards 
prolonged  for  three  years '. 

.    The  return  of  peace  could  not  but  be  welcome  to  a  nation  The  etknh 
in  the  moft  diftreflcd  condition.    All  the  country  from  Paris  of  Dau- 
to  the  fea  was  laid  defolate  and  wafte,  and  beyond  the  Loire  p^ine  ««- 
all  was  in  the  fame  condition.  A  famine  fucceeded  to  the  war,  netcedto 
aod  to  that  a  plague,  which  fwept  away  multitudes ;  but  this  ^^'^^'f*"'** 
Ti£tation  was  not  peculiar  to  France,  having  ravaged  j^Jia  '^^  ^'f^'^ 
and  Italy  before,  and  continued  its  deadly  progrefs  to  the  ^^^Jl^^\ 
very  extremities  of  Europe  \    ftis  misfortunes  foftened  the  **''*^^'^' 
heart  of  Philip,  fo  that,  when  Geoffrey  de  Harcourt  threw 
himfelf  at  bis  feet,  with  a  fcarf  about  his  neck,  in  the  form 
of  a  cord,  he  raifed  him  up  with  great  kindnefs,  and  forgave 
him.     An  attempt  made  upon  Calais,  thO*  without  the  king*s 
knowlege»  might  eafily  have  revived  the  war  ;  but  king  Ed* 
^»ard  going  tnither  in   perfon,    and  making   prifoners  all 
who  w^re  embarked  in  that  expedition,  whom  he  ranfomed 
at  a  high  rate,  and  PAi/z^  difavowing  the  aft,  the  truce  fub* 
lifted  as  if  no  fuch  thing  had  happened  \    The  dauphin  of 
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VUnnoUf  notwithftanding  repeated  cefCcxis  of  Ids  eflatcs,  ia 
cafe  he  died  without  heirs,  after  the  death  of  bisiurfi  wife 
was  incliDed  to  marry ;' and  having  caA  his  eyes  upon  Joan, 
daughter  to  the  duke  of  Bourbon^  Philipj  whofe  talent  wa^ 
f)egociation»  prevented  that  match,  by  ioterpofing^  his  grand* 
fon  Charles^  who  efpqofed  the  lady ;  and  the  dauphin,  wbo^ 
\yas  of  a  foft  and  pliant  temper,  refolved  thereupon  to  quit 
the  world,  to  take  the  order  of  St.  Dominich^  and  at  the 
iamc  time  relinquifh .  his  territories  to  Charles ^  the  firft  of 
the  blood  royal  of  France^  who  bore  the  title  of  Dauphin  ■. 
The  duchefs  of  Normandy^  dau^ter  to  the  king  of  Bohemia, 
9XiA  fifter  to  the  emperof  Cha^l^Sy  dying,  the  king  thought 
fit  himfelf,  being  alfo  a  widower^  to  propofe  a  match  for  his 
fon  with  the  princefs  Blanch,  filler  to  Charles  the  Wycked^  king 
of  Navarre ;  but,  when  he  came  to  fee  her,  he  was  fa 
charmed  with  her  beauty  and  prudence,  t^at  ^e  efpoufed 
her  himfelf,  and  obliged  his^  fon  to  marry  the  countefs  q£ 
Bokgney  widow  to  PWip  of.  Burgundy  count  of  Jrtoir,  an4 
the  mother  of  Philips  the  lail  duke  of  Burgundy  q(  that 
race  "".  Thefe  marriages  occafioned  great  rejoicings,  wliich^ 
however,  were  of  no  long  continuance ;  for  bis  youjog  queep, 
who  was  ftarce  feventeen,  became  a  widow  in  leis  thaj>  a 
year,  the  king  dying  of  a  (hort  illne(s  at  Chartres  m  Bea^uce, 
©n  the  22  d  of  Auguli^  in  the  twenty- third  year  of  his  reiga^ 
A-D.  ^J  the  filty-feventh  of  his  Kfe*,  leaving  the.  queen  witE 
child.  His  rnkfortu-nes,  joined  to  the  h^Sinefe  of  his  tera-^ 
per,  made  him  little  regretted,  more  efpecially  as  an  opinioa 
prevailed,,  that  his  perfon  was  unlucky,  notwithftandingthje 
iurname  oi  Fortunate ,  whkfa  he  acquired  at  hts  acceffion  ta 
the  throne  y.  Yet,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  t^efc  vulgar  opi* 
nions  deferve  little  notice,  Hnce  the  cares  and  forrows  attepd* 
ing  it  might  well  induce  Phihp  to  doubt,  whether  he  had  naj 
reafon  to  boafl  his  good  fortune  in  obtaining  the  crown ;  aud» 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  refle£lr  on  the  great  accdl&bns  ^ 
territoi:y  be  procured,  and  how  near  he  was  obtaioing  the 
noble  duchy  of  Bretagne,  If  the  ftates  would  h^ve  ooa- 
fented,  we  can  hardly  efleem  hiin  uAlucky  ^  In  ihort»  like 
other  princes,  and  indeed  Ifk^  other  men,  in  fome  things  he 
was , profpcronS;  and  in  others  not;  or  rather,  hisview^ 
Calling  in,  with  thole  of  Providence,  were  acc®ropfi(hed,  aivt 
w}ien  contrary  were  defeated,  thq'  ever,  fo  wett  concertei* 
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On  Ac  dcmire  of  his  father,  John  duke  of  Normdndy  af-  John  duh 
iended  the  throne  of  Prance ,  with  as  general  an  approbation  e/'Nbr- 
as  any  of  his  predeceflbrs ;  and  indeed  there  were  many  rea-  "^andy 
fons  why  hh  fuhjefts  might  expeft  an  extraordinary.dcgree-^^^^''^^ 
of  eafe  and  happinefs  under  his  reign.    He  was  forty  years  of     ////''* 
ige,  had  always  behaved  very  dntifully  towards  his  father,  ^^Ig  /J! 
commanded  armies  often,  Ihewed  much  courage,  and  no  ^/^  fJJ^/j 
want  of  conduft;  in  the  execution  of  thofe  commands;  and,  r«g««zi;///& 
having  hid  a  large  ftiare  in  the  adminiftration   of  affairs  the^deoth 
in  his  Father's  life-time,  felt  the  weight  of  the  crown  no  of  the 
greater  than  he  was  well  able  to  bear  at  his  acceflion  ».    He  conftmble  - 
was  crowned,  with  his  fecond  wife  Joan  of  Bohgne,  on  the  Rodolph 
26th  of -S^/f^rJ^r ;  and,  to  grace  this  folemnity,  made  \{\s^^^^^^^ 
fen  Charles,  the  dauphin,  knight,  together  with  his  fecond  *"'    "*' 
fon  Lewis,  his  brother  Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  foq 
of  his  confort,  Philip  duke  of  Burgundy.     lie  proceeded 
from  Rheims  fldwly  to  Paris,  and  made  his  public  entry  intQ . 
that  capital,  on  the  i  jth  of  05loher,  with  great  fpfendour 
and  the  ioudeft  acclamations,  the  feafls  upon  this  occalioa 
lafting  a  whole  week  *>.     This  fcene  of  mirth  and  joy  w4i  ^ 

very  ^^eedily  difturbed,  by  an  aft  .of  feverity  j  which  /hewed  ' 
^that  Jchn  inherited  the  difpofition,  as  well  as  the  dominions, 
of  his  father,  Rodolph  de  Brienne,  count  of  Eu  and  ofGuineSf 
cfonftable  of  France  (which  office  his  father  liad  executed  be-» 
fore'  him),  had  made  three  or  four  trips  into  France,  fince  the 
time  he  had  been  made  prifoner  by  the  Englijb  in  JVormandy, 
tinder  colour  of  procuring  money  to  pay  his  ranfom,  which 
had  been  fixed  at  fo  large  a  fum  as  eighty  thoufand  crowns  ^. 
Being  at  this  time  in  Paris,  the  king  caufed  him  to  be  ar- 
retted, and  three  days  after  beheaded,  without  any  trial,  in 
the  prefence  6f  the  dul^e  of  Bourbon,  and  fome  other  lords. 
It  was  given  out,  that,  at  his  death,  he  confefled  his  having  . 
entered  into  engagements  with  king  Edward.  The  crime 
charged  upon  hhn  was,  that  he  had  coufented  to  let  that 
monarch  have  his  county  of  Cuines;  which,  lyin^  in  the 
neighboutliood  of  Calais,  was  at  that  junfture  of  the  utmofl 
importance  ;  and  to  excufe  the  manner  of  his  punifhment  it 
xvas  alleged,  that,  front  the  examples  of  Robert  de  Jrtols  and 
Geoffrey  de  Harcourt,  the  king  had  reafoh  to  fecure  himfelf 
againfl  the  confequences  of  a  third  inflance  of  the  like  kind  **. 
But  all  this  did  not  fatisfy  the  nobility,  who  looked  upon  the 
a6lioii  with  horror,  and  were  terrified  with  the  apprcheniioff 
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of  fuch  z  precedent.  Their  apprebeniions  were  noc  at  all 
Jcflened  by  the  manner  in  which  the  king  difpo£ed  of  the 
eftates  of  the  deceafed.  The  conftabie's  fword  he  befto\red 
on  Charles  dela  Cerda^  great  grafldfon  to  Ahnfo  the  Wifey  by 
|he  fatlicr's  ftde,  and  ftanding  in  the  fame  degree  of  relatioa 
to  St.  Levjis  by  his  mother :   the  county  of  Eii  he  gave  to 

?'ohn  de  Artois,  the  fon  of  Robert ;  but,  though  both  were 
is   near  relations,  heithei   had  merited  any  thing  of  the 
(late,  but  derived  thefe  benefits  purely  from  the  king's  &?< 
vour  "",     The  county  of  Guines  was  left  to  the  daughter  of 
the  deceafed,  who  efpoufed  Walter  de  Brienne^  titular  duke 
pf  Athens^  and  who  in  procefs  of  time  became  alfo  confta* 
ble  oi  France.     The  king  being  very  fenfible  of  the  uneafi« 
jiefs  of  the  barons  and  the  noblefle,  endeavoured  to  diilipate 
their  fears  by  a  great  variety  of  court  diversions,  and  infti- 
tuted  the  order  of  the  flar  ^  that  he  might  attach  a  condder^ 
able  number  of  them  to  his  perfon ;   which,  though  it  had 
Jbme  efleft,  did  not  anfwcr  his  intentions  in  any  great  degree. 
The  inftitution  of  the  garter  by  Edward  produced  this 
projeft. 
Thtruci      As  it  was  not  the  fpirlt  of  peace,  but  merely  a  fenfe  of 
weiy  ill    weaknefs  on  both  fides,  that  originally  produced  and  hiv 
hph  ^d  therto  prolonged  the  truce,  fo  it  wa$  never  very  ftriftly  ob-. 
yttre^enjo'  ferved  on  either  fide.    The  French  made  an  inroad  into  Xaiw 
fd  by  ihs  f^ff^  under  the  command  of  marftial  Oj^emont,  who  was 
'*"^*         defeated  and  taken  prifoner;  but  they  had  better  fortune 
^!^^\he  iu  the  blockade  of  5/.  John  de  Angeli,  which,  though  a  fea- 
^Motion  P^**^  furrendered  for  want  of  provifion«.     Qn  the  other 
of  the  pope,  hand,  Sir  Aumary  de  Pavia^  who  was  ftill  governor  of  Ca- 
lais, corrupted  the  officer  who  commanded  in  Cuinesy  and 
fo  took  it,  as  if  by  furprize.     As  this  blow  was  felt,  king 
jfohn  complained  that  the  truce  was  violated ;  but  Edjvard 
'  vindicated  himfelf,  by  faying  that  h^  had  looked*  upon  the 
truce  as  a  kind  of  merchandise,  of  which  both  were  to  makq 
ufe,  an4  that  as  Jof^n  had  got  a  port  on  one  fide,  he  had 
borrQwe4  ?  fortrefs  on  the  other  *'.     Sir  Aumary,  who,  tho' 
very  brave,  w^s  an  abfolute  Hnaye,  encouraged  by  this  fuc- 
cefs,  attemptcdl  to  furprize  St.  Omers,    in  which   Geoffrey 
Charni  conamanded,  but  lie  gave  hin^  fp  warip  a  reception, 
that,  after  an  obftinate  arid  blpo^y  difpute,  his  troops  being 
defeated,  he  was,  by  an  unlucky  fall  from  his  horfe,  taken 
prifpncrj  and,  in  return  for  his  having  cheated  Geoffrey  ,ol, 
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twenty  thoufaQd  crowns  for  the  iale  of  Calais^  where  he  was    A.D. 
atfo  tokea  prifoner,  and  forced  to  pay  a  great  ranfom^  he     i3Si» 
now  cauied  Sir  Aumary  to  be  tore  to  pieces  with  wild  horfes  '• 
IQ  Bretagne  the  war  was  carried  on  with  more  heat  than  ,  . 

e»«-  bctweca^the  houfes  of  Montfort  and  Blou\  and,  in 
(hort,  every  thing  tended  to  an  open  revival  of  the  wa^ ,  as 
{bon  as.  both  parties  ftiould  have  recruited  their  fidrces,  in 
which  Jobn  had  fome  advantage,  by  his  brother-in-law, 
€harl0s  of  Luxemburgh,  becoming  emperor ''.  The  next 
year  the  truce  was  again  prorogoed.  At  this  time  darks, 
king  of  Navarre,  having  taken  pofleilion  of  his  dominions,  - 
iseturoed  to  thd  French  court,  where  he  was  bi'ed,  and  where 
lie  was  admired  and  beloved,  as  one  of  the  moft  gallant  and 
accomplilhed  piinces  of  that  age.  At  iirfl  he  ai&fled  en- 
tirely the  charafter  of  a  man  of  pleafure,  which  he  found  to* 
be  moft  acceptable  at  court ;  and  having,  by  tbb  means,  ren- 
dered himfeif  woadcrftsilly  agpeeable  to  the  queens,  for  there 
were  then  three,  he  carried  his  firft  poJnt  of  marrying  the 
princefs  Jfatt»,  the  kill's  daughter,  without  difficulty  ^  He  - 
then  complained  that  die  county  bf  Jngauk^mCy  being  ruined 
hy  the  war,  tt  was  ]>utju/l  that  the  lofs  he  fnftained  thereby 
fliosld  be  repaired ;  and  Several  places  being  beftowed  upon 
him  in  NBrmaniy^  the  king  gave  that  county  to  his  favourite 
theconftable6%^r/rx  of  Spain,  whkkfo  provoked  the  king  of 
Navarre  i  who  had  a  mind  to  keep  that  too,  as  we  have  ffaewn 
in  another  place,  that  he  caufed  that  tMihappy  prince  to  be 
killed  in  his  bed,  owned  and  juftified  the  faft,  and  at  length 
compelled  the  king  to  grant  what  terfns  he  thought  fit  to  , 
demand,  with  a  full  pardon  fco:  his  accomplices-,  and  tho'  I'j^z,  ;, 
he  fubmitted  in  perfoa  to  a  kind  of  •conviStop  before  the 
parlianoent  of  PiinV,  yet  it  was  upon  an  aflurance  of  having 
his  grace,,  and,  which  is  much  more  extraordinary,  having 
king  John's  feoond  fon  delivered  him  as  a  hoftage  till  the 
Ceremony  of  hia.difmiffion  ftiould  be  over,  which  ferved  on- 
ly to  debafe  the  king,  to  heighten  the  axnbition  of  Cbarle^^ 
and  to  aiigment.his  party  °. 

IH  another  place  we  have  given  the  charafier  of  this  princ(^  Charics  fe 
whom  ^^'Frtncb  ftile  Charkt  the  Wicked,  and  who  was  in*  Mauvais, 
deed  one  of  the  moft  dAngerous  enemies  the  >king  or  king^  ^l  ^f 
dom  ever  had.  .  it  ihali  Siffice,  the»efo!e,*here  to  obferve,  Navarre, 
that,;  exdttfive  of  that  title  which,  in  his  mother's  right  (the  ^f^^*'. 
daughter  of  king  irw£f  Huiin),  Charles  thought  he  hjS  to  all,  J^^/T** 
he  alfo  pretended  to  the  ducby  of  Burgundy,  the  counties  oi  fntntfim 
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PbampagnM  and  Brie,  wtth-fome  other  places,  which  had  be* 

longed  to  fome  or  other  of  his  anceftors  '^^    His  method  was 

to  advance  his  pretenfiotis  fiogjy  and  feparatcly ;  and  as  fooa 

ds  he  had  obtained  an  equivalent  for  one  be  fet  up  another, 

at  the  fam<e  time  treatipg  with  the  Engiijby  and^irith  ftich  as^ 

from  particular  prejudices,    were   Income  malccontentB  •• 

The  king,  being  acquainted  with  thefe  praftic^s,  beftowed 

the  duchy  of  Normandy  upon  his  fon  the  dauphin,  And  or« 

derjed   him .  to  feiw  the  king  of  Navarre's  cftates.     This 

.^  «.     i)rought  CharUs  out  of  his  r^gal  dominions  by  fea,  where  he 

J  *     '    quickly  became  fo  troublefome,  that  thp  crown  was  forced 

^^^*     tp  pnrchafp  quiet  at  the  cxpencc  of  one  hundr^  thoufand 

crowns*^  notwithftapding  which  he  ftill  kept  up  an  intelH* 

gencp  with  England^  and  was  the  only  perfon  confided  in  by 

thfc  malecontents  ^. 

Bng  Ed-      A  ^THONC  defire  in  king  John  to  recover  the  important 

ward  pa/'  fortrefs  of  Calais  J  and  the  well-grounded  opinion  wKich  Ed* 

/os  over  to  ^^^j  entertained,   that  there  never  was  a  more  £uroucabkf 

^*^^^     opportunity  for    extending  his  conquefts,    induced    boti^ 

turn^^'     P"^<^^^  ^^  fufpend  negotiation,  and  to  refer  their  quarrel 

wuHhout     ^^^  ^^^®  ^^  ™  fword.     Edward  ihf  Black  Prince  was^nt 

(ki^g  any   ^W,  with  fome  of  the  young  nobility,  a  reafonable  fupply 

thing  more  of  ttionty,  and  a  fmall  body  of  old  troops,  into  Cnienne^ 

than  ruin-  Where  he  was  received  with  great  joy,  and  carried  on   tho 

^ng  ihie      wftr  With  fpirVt,  While  the  French  forces  under  Ga/hn  Pbcebvs^ 

ff^^'O-     cdun^  of  foix,  and  the  conftable  de  Bourbon,  gftvp  hini  very 

Kttle  oppoHtion,  becaufe  their  pride  ^nd  jealonfy  of  command 

Would  never  allow  them  to  aft  in  conjunftion  K    In  the  au- 

bsLtan  Edvfard  hm{t\f  croRed  the  fea  to  Calaii,  with  a  good 

ftrmy;  apd  having  taken  the  field,  nrvaged  theoountry  tq 

the  gabs  of  Bedin.     John,  having  at  length  cqliefted  a  fuf 

perior  army,  marched  direftly  to  giVe  him  battle,  and  fcnt 

pni  of  the  marlhals  of  Prance  to  offer  ity  b»t  the  king  dF 

$n^la:nd  anfwcred,  that  he  would  fight  when  hethought  fit, 

iind  fo  retired  again  to  Calais^     It  feems  asiif  this  expedidoa 

was  undiertaken  on  expeftations  that  were  not  anfweredi 

lortxich  engaged  the  Englijh  monarch  to  aft  ai  h^  did  «.    ybfei, 

perceiving  clearly  that  this  War  would  prove  too  Wi^hty  fq^ 

his  i^evei^ue,  called  an  aflembiy  of  the  thrre  ifhiies  of  th^ 

irealm  at  Paris,  before  whom  h^^  laid  i  true  Hatetuflils  affairs, 

jtnddefifed  their  affiftance.     'fhey  confented  acobrdingly  to 

^aqt^if  thirty  thoufand  mfsn  fo  long  a$  thie  war  flK»xld  lafl| 
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re?ive4  the  gabelle  on  fait,  which  had  been  fapprtfled  oa^^e 
death  of  kmg  P^if^;  implied  many  other  ta^es,  and  htxkA 
a  committiei;  of  accompts,  who  were  to  levy»  receive,  aad 
idiiburfe  the  xnon^  thus  graDted,  for  the  purpofes  to  which 
it  ought  to  be  applied,  which  is  a  desicmflrative  yaiid  iacon* 
^ftuhle  proof  of  the  liberty  which  the  French  nation  eDJoye4 
at  this  time,  and  which  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  ai^ 
other  in  Europe  '  (B). 

'  Gagvini  Hiit.    P.  Daniel. 


(B)  This  ^iTembly  of  the 
^ates  oi  France  ^^^  the  king's 
laft  xefoprccs  he  had  alter^ 
the  value  of  money  in  fuch  a 
inanner  as  tp  create  infinity  dif- 
crders,  and,  in  compaHfon  of 
thofe  diforders,  with  very  little 
profit  to  bimfelf.  His  mihillers 
were  no  longer  able  to  advife 
kirn  in  raifing  men  ormidney, 
but  it  was  hi«  own  inclinstion, 
am)  the  confidence  he  had  in 
dispeople,  that  threw  him  up- 
on .the  ftates  (i).  They  con- 
fifted  of  tttree  diftinfl  bodies,  or, 
is  fome  Ihguld  call  them,  houfes. 


time»  they  took  liotice  4at  thf^ 
nation  was  exceedingly  diftre^^ 
ed,  and  expreffed  their  expec-^] 
tation,  that,  at  the  very  time  Hc^ 
accepted  their  affiRance,,  the 
king  W6uld  redrefs  their  gHeVr 
ances.  They  then  pi-ocefcdeA 
immediaiely  to  vote  hib  a  ftip- 
ply,  and  to  deliberate  oil  th^* 
ways  and  means  moft  pifoper  tar 
raife  it.  The  methdd  in  w\A^\ 
theymclined  to  do  this,  w^ 
by  impoiing  taxes  on  the  necef« 
faries  of  life  for  a  Ihort  timcW; 
to  be  leVied  by  perfqns  of  their,- 
own  appointing ;  whefeaS  the 


The  firff    comprehended ,  the  mmifters  were  defirbus  bf  a  cfc-- 

,  clergy,  and  very  nearly  refehi-  pitation,  or polktai  •  abd,  biJoii 

bled  our   convodacion,  having  trial,  the  f6k*iil^r  m^th6d  beiKg^ 

attheir  head  the  ai-chbilhop  of  ifbond  inefie&tial,  th^hadibf 

Rhdmu    The  f(^cond  ^«a8  the  coiirfe  to ;  the  latter.    In  Ihein 


nobility,  and  (in  our  ^ile)  the 
|[entry,  whofe  fpeaker  was  the 
duke  of  Athens,  T  V  Jaft  were 
the  deputies  of  the  provinces, 
6r,  as  we  (lioutd  cail  them,  the 
rcprefentatives  of  the  commons, 
with  the  famous  StefhtTiMarctl^ 
provoft  of  the  merchants;  at 
their  head.  The  chancelhxr 
and  the  parj^ament  wel^  alfo 
nrefent,  who,  on  behalf  of  the 
king,  reprefented  thediftre£*ed 


fecond  feffipns  they  broifght-.i^ 
ia  long  and^ij^indroll  oLth^ 
;grievai^ces,and  explained  tHen»-C 
'^Ives^  a^  tp.the  fheans  whiehp 
they  dcfired'  th^  king  and  Ad 
dauphin,  diikc  pf  TfdmanA^ 
fliould  tafcfe  for  removing  ihfem^ 
infilling]  fre^OeMtl^  Oh  -■  tteft* 
bimhng^theinfelves;  by  oath^  to 
dCMnply  with  4wit  deina,^idSk  : 
The'Qrdt>naaiice;  cpa^rehend^ 
ing  all  th/efe  particulars,  is  ftill 


ftate  of  public  aifaifs,  and  fub-  preferved;  and  we  asc  Iptdrhy 

mltt^d  It  to  their  eonfideratioo  the  Trench  writers,    that   the 

('2).    They  promifed  TO  fup-  jdui-nal  of  the  fiattt  either  is  TUf 

port  the  king  with  their  perfpns  wi^s  in  the  GaZ/Of  libraiy  (])•, 
and  fortunes;  but,  at  the  feme  " 

(i)  P.  /Emil.    bu  Ttiy.^'  {%)  GM^Oigi  (i)  iMtm'ji^ 

•^  What. 
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JS^fg* John      Wh ATfei^R  fatisfa^ion  the  king  might  receive  from  this ' 
^rfijtt  the  dondefceanbn  in  the  ftates,  it  could  fcarce  alleviate  the  diftiirb- 
^fL  tf    ance  given  him  by  the  intrigues  of  the  king  ol  Navarre^  wha 
Wavarrc,  jj^j  drawn  the  counts  of  FoiXy  Namur^  Harcpurt^  and  in 
?J^^^^^/ general  aH  the  young  nobility,  into  his  party;  an4,  which- 
JonfiJent" ^*  ^^^  Angular,   the  dauphin  duke  of  Normandy^  whofe 
to  be  hi'    "^'^^  ^  fSHsd  with  notions  that  he  had  not  a  proper  degree 
beaded  in  of  authority  allowed  him,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  engage 
Hi  pre*     him  to  think  of  leaving  his  father's  dominions^  and  to  retire 
fht€i.        to  the  court  of  his  uncle  the  emperor  Charles  *•     Thcfe  pro- 
jcfts  were  difcovered  in  time;  the  kiug  fent  for  his  fdn,- 
gave  him  fo  clear  an  infight  into  the  king  of  Napttrre's  views, 
a:nd  made  him  fo  fenfible  that  be  meant  him  no  better  than 
he  did  to  himfelf,  who  was  obliged  to  have  guards  about 
his  perfon,  to  defend  him  from  the  emiflaries  of  this  ambi- 
tious prince  ',  that  the  dauphin,  who  had  great  abilities, 
iCntered  thoroughly  into  his  father's  fcfaemes,  and,  in  order 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  made  the  peace  of  his  aflbdate 
^9A  well  as  his  own,  and  then  returned  into  N^mumdy  \ 
There  he  had  the  addrefs  to  get  the  king  of  Navarrt^  and 
moftof  his  creatures,  into  his  power;  where,  being  for- 
iprized  by  the  king  with  a  fmall  troop  of  determined  perfons, 
the  count  of  Harcourt^  and  fome  of  the  moft  feditious,  wfere 
beheaded  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  king  of  Navarre  fent  pri- 
soner to  ChateaU'Gaillard  ^.     It  was  believed  ihat  this  aft  of 
Ibverity  would  have  broke  all  their  intrigues,  and  have  pre* 
vented  this  country  from  becoming  the  feat  of  war;  but  it 
feu  out  qmte  otherwifc ;  for  prince  PhUip  of  Natxarre  broke 
out  Immediately  hiro  open  hoftilities,  demanded  and  received 
fcccours  frota  the  Snglijby  fo  that  all  Normandy  was  in  con- 
jftilion  *.    Amongft  the  moft  a6Kvc  in  thefe  troubles  was 
^0offtey  ie  Harcoitrt^  whom  king  Philip  h^d  pardoned,  and 
Vi^o  how  took  up  arms  again  to  revenge  the  death  of  his 
nephew,  and  in  one  of  thefe  expeditions  he  was  flain;  but 
king  ^ward  retained  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  fervices,  ,that  h^ 
IPOk  care  to  prcfervc  his  eftate  to  his  family  ^. 
7s   de*  The  prince  of  IVales,  taking  advantage  of  this  great  diver- 

Jeated  and  S^6n»  «iarched  from  Bourdeaux  with  two  thoufand  gens 
tahnpri'  dearths  and  fii  thoufand  archers,  and,  after  traverfing -/^- 
JfsfSir.        perghCf  entered  into  j5«^ry,  plundered  all  the  country  round, 
atid  ^mafled  a  very  rich  booty.    On  the  news,  however,  that 
the  king  was  advancing  towards  him  with  fifty  thoufand 
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ipcn,  he  refolycd  to  retire  through  Tauraine  and  PdiUU*  in- 
to Cuienne/,  but  the  kiog,  coofcious  of  his  own  fnperiority» 
took  his  meafures  for  furrounding  him  fo  weU»  and  puihed ; 
him  with  fuch  vivadty^  that  at  length  he  camo  up  with  him 
at  Maupertuis^  two  leagues  from  PoiSliers^  having  fo  efiec-; 
tpally  fecured  the  paHes,  that  it  was  in  a  manner  impoJQlible 
for  lim  to  avoid  fighting,  for  which,  in  this  fituation,  the 
prince  made  the  beft  difpofition  poilible  *.    John^  at  the 
head  of  a  vaft  ai:my,  engaged  him  with  great  fury;  but,  by , 
bis  ownobAinacy  and  indifcretion,  he  loft  the  battle,  and  was 
taken  prifoncr  with  his.  fourth  jibn  Philip  «.     There  fell,  exr . 
duIiTC  of  perfons  of  great  rank,  about  iix  thoufand  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  about  fifteen  thoufand  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  mod  c^  whoi^i  the  Englijb  difmiffed,  on  a  promik  to . 
render  themfelves,  or  fend  their  ranfom  to  Bpurdeaux^  on  a- 
certaip  day.     After  this  glorious  viftory  the  prince,  with  in-  ^ 
finite  difficulty,  got  fafe  to  Bourde(utXy  for  if  the  French  had  ' 

recovered  from  their  confternation,  they  might  eafily  have ,  • 
prevented  it  *.  The  king  remained  fix  months  there,  with 
wJiom  prince  EdwarS  would  willingly  have  concluded  a 
peace;  but  his  father,  defirous  of  having  his  fiiare  in  the 
triumph,  infifted  that  he  fiiould  be  fent  into  England,  as  he 
was  '. 

It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  a  country  more  miferablethao  fi#  Mr- 
France y  upon  the  falling  out  of  this  untoward  event.     Thymol  fitum^ 
king  had  left  no  regent,  and  confequently  no  legal  reprefcnta-  ^^  tf 
tive  in  the  kingdom  :  h\x\  the  dauphin,,  affuming  the  title  of^'^^r*' 
his  lieutenant,  endeavoured  to  fupply'  this  defeft,  by  calllng^*^    . 
an  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  to  be  held  at  Paris^  which  was  thefts  '** 
more  neceflary,  as  the  nobility  paid  him  no  great  refped,  /^^'i^j  - 
and  feemed  difpofed  to  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  ^kfiatiM/bf 
their  own  powet,  and  to  live,  in  all  refpefts,  like  princ^i  ^  the 
The  daupbia  found  the  reft  of  the  aflembly  of  •  the  ftaltesi/af|r'i  4*- 
exaftly  in  the  fame  difpofition;  fo  that,  without  attendingijrjiw. 
either  to  his  or  the  public  diftrefe,  they  began  to  prefcribe  .. 
to  the  dauphin  whpm  he  fliould  turn  out,  or  whom  he  fliouW ; 
take  in,  fo  that  he  was  gl^d  to  let  them  feparate,  under  pre*  . 
tence  of  giving  him  time  tp  make  a  vifit  to  his  unclp  the ; 
emperor  g.     Soon  after  the  king  of  Navarre  made  his  efcap?^  ; 
and  was  in  a  little  time  brought  in  triumph  to  Paris,  wbcre^ 
by  his  leloquence,  gf  which  he  made  a  very  free  ufe  upp^iaU.: 
occafions,  he  governed  the  populace  at  his  pleafure,  fo  that 
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tha  dttiphla  kiMw  ttot  what  to  da,  or  wfaooi  to  truft.    He 
was  obliged  to  call  anotUer  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  bat  inftcad 
of  gavidrning  them  diey  appointed  a  couacil  to  govern  hun. 
Upon  this  iSt  followed  the  example  of  the  king  oi  Navarre^ 
bq^n  to  harangue  the  citizens  at  their  common-hail,  and 
made,  in  a  (hort  time,  a  ^reat  progrefs  in  popularity  *•.    Att 
acddept  fpoiled  all.    A  common  ^Uow  murdered  the  trea- 
fflr^r  of  France^  and  then  retired  into  a  privileged  place ;  up- 
on which  the  dauphin  fent  the  two  marfhals  oi  Dau^hihe  and 
Ohmi^gne  to  take  the  crimioal  out  of  fan£luary  and  hang 
him,  ^hich  they  did.    The  bi/hop  of  Paris  immediately  ex- 
chimed  that  the  privileges  of  the  church  were  invaded;  and 
the  prevoft  of  the  naerchants,  Matcel^  by  whofejnftigation 
th6  mnrder  Was  done,  having  raifed  a  generalinfurrcftion, 
went  to  the  lodgings  of  the  dauphin,  butchered  both  the  mar-, 
jhak  before  his  face,  and  fqme  of  their  blood  flying  upoa 
him,  the  dauphin  afked,  with  fdme  emotion,  if  he  was  to 
fllarc  the  fame  fate  ?  The  provoft  told  him  that  he  was  not ; 
and  as  a  mark  of  fecurity  and  prote6{ioq[,  fnatched  his  embrbi- 
d^ed  hat,  or  hood,  off  his  head,  and  clapped  his  own  blu« 
one,  which  was  the  fignal  of  the  Navarre  faftion,  upon  the 
datipMn,  who  was  forced  to  diflemble  his  refentment,  and  take 
all  in  good  part  ^     He  had  been  compelled  to  grant  all  the 
Jclng  of  iV^^rr^  defired,  and  obliged  to  live  upon  fair  terms 
\irith  him;  though  he  fufpcfted  that  a  dofe  ofpolfon  he  had 
revived,  and  by  which  he  lo/l  hi§  hair  and  his  nails,  and  had 
loft  his  Iffc  too,  had  not  the  (kill  of  the  emperor's  phyfi- 
dan,  i^ho,  by  rhe  help  of  i  perpetual  iflue,  hindered  the 
'  jmlbittfrom  falling  on  his  vitals,   preferved  him  \      The 
A.b*.^  icheme  of  the  malecon tents  was  to  change  the  form  of  the 
I3S7*  Vgeiverdment,  to  veil  the  fupreme  power  in  the  third  eftate, 
anfl /.o  leave  the  king  his  title  with  little  or  no  authority ;. 
.  •Vnt'when  the  chiefs  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  mide  a  propofal 
tf .  this  fort  to  the  other  great  cities  in  the  kingdom,  it  was 
rtfjedted  with  contempt.     The  dauphin  feeing  this,  conceived 
hopes;  and  taking  advantage  of  the  king  of  Navarre*s  being 
IXLi^r^r^nSyi  went  to  the  parliament,  and  demanded  from 
thfem  the  title  and  authority  of  regent,  which  was  granted ; 
and'  upon  this  he  gave  the  great  feal  to  his  chancellor  of 
J^Hhahdyf  and  the  fword  of  conftable  to  Moreau  de  Fiennis  ,•. 
aledrlK^ds  he  held '  tjic  ftates  of  Picarcfj/  and  Cbanij^agne, 
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yfhcxt.b»  was  receiTed^  obeyed,  and  affiftedi  to  the  ifpanft 
fTLtcat  of  his  Mtiihcs  and  thdr  poMirer  K 

While  the  dauphin  waa  thus  employed,  the  miferies  <^  Niw  Mm 
|be  iuQgdoai»  ^faich  fcemnl  (carce  capable  oif  any  augmeQta-/«f^«v- 
tion,  were  neverthelefs  heightened  by  fe  new  and  uaex'pcfted  ets  tbr^ 
aiv^vil^  as,  for  the  dme  it  kfted,  abated  the  ciMifideratioa  and  '^'  infi»r^ 
even  the  fenfe  of  all  the  reft.    The  nobility^  as  we  before  '•'^'^«  eT 
obfcrved,  were  fo  far  from  entertaining  any  juft  fentimenta  ^^Z**- 
of  the  danger  and  diArcfii  to  which  the  nation  waa  expofed,*^^'* 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  pulhed  their  pr}dc;  luxury,  and 
ilt-timed  magnificence,  farther  than  can  be  well  imagined, 
I^Uaging  the  poor  p^nts  who  inhabited  thdr  l«ids,  and 
itfing  it  as  a  common  phrafe  of  reproach,  Jacque  hen  homme^ 
that  is  good  man  James ^  or,  as  we  would  fay,  the  powr  facks^ 
fimll  fay  for  all  °.   The  common  people,  in  this  ftarving  con- 
dition, rendered  the  more  confpicuous,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  more  intderable^  by  that  fplehdour  and  profufion  which 
appeared  in  their  lord's  houfes,  could  not  help  venting  thdr 
complaints  to  each  other,  deploring  the  haplefs  ftate  they 
were  ill,  and  the  want  of  any  realonable  hopes  of  fedng 
things  mend.     It  happened  that  fome  peafancs  about  ^eau* 
vols  difconrfing  about  this  fubjeft,  and  inveighing  againft 
the  inhumanity  of  their  lords  to  tkemlelves,  thdr  want  of 
regard  to  the  honour  t)f  France^   and  thdr  contemptuous 
behavior  to  the  king  under  his  misfortunes,  wrought  them* 
felves  at  laft  to  fuch  a  height  of  fury,  that  they  rcfolved  to 
extirpate  the  whole  nobility';  and  laying  hold  of  pitch-forks^ 
Haffs,  rcap-hooks,  and  fuch  rough  inftruments  of  mifchief 
as  came  in  thdr  way,  began  to  carry  thdr  defperate  defiga 
into  execution,  deftroying,  without  mercy,  tlie  families  of 
fuch  as  they  could  furprize,  and  plundered  their  houfes. 
This  humour  diiTufed  itfelf  into  feveral  provinces ;  and  thisf 
mutinous  rabble,  from  the  circum(lances  befbre-menm^ned, 
were  ftikd  the  Jacquerie  '.     The  danger  being  general,  the 
nobUity,  who  in  thofe  day>  made  the  ufe  of  arms  thdr  fole 
^fe£Soii,  afTembied  for  thdr  own  defence,  and,  in  a  little^ 
^Bie,,  took  a  fiwere  revenge  on  thefe  undifdplined  mirtti* 
tildes.    The  duke  of  Orleans  charged  them  in  the  netirh- 
bcmffaood  of  PariSy  and  cut  off  ten  tbowfand ;  the  king  of 
Havarre  fdl  upon  another  body,  and  put  twelve  thonianl 
to  the  fwprd,  with  thdr  prindpal  leader-  WiUidm  CaillH  *^. 
ICfaerqgent  aUb  laid  hold  of  this  occafion  to  raife  an  army  of 
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tlurty.  tbbu&n4  meii;  but,  a6Hng  Mith  more  tnodenttion^ 
engaged  many  of  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  at  length 
appeared  With  his  forces  before  Patiu    The  citizens,  fenfible 
<^  the  ill  ufage  he  bad  received,  endearoured  to  pacify  ^im'} 
bat  the  provoft  Marceh  forefeeing  that  he  Aiould  be  the 
irifflim  in  cafe  of  an  accommodatiod,  excited  a  frefli  fedition» 
god  called  in  the  king  of  Navarre  Wi\h  a  b(>dy  of  Englijb 
j^  ^     ind  Norman  troops ;  but  as^  thefe  did  not  obferv^  the  ftrifteh 
ix'Z     difcipline,  new  dlfturbances  happened,  and  they  were  ex-* 
^^        pelled  P.     The  provoft  and  his  faftion  confpired  to  deliver 
(he  city  endrely  into  his  hands;  but  their  dcfign  being  dif* 
covered  at  the  very  point  of  execution,  the  provoft,  withr 
the  ringleaders  of  his  party,  were  deftroyed^  and  the  gates 
being  opened  to  the  regent,  the  public  tranquility  was  gradn* 
ally  reftored,  notwithftai^ding  the  efforts  made  by  the  king, 
of  Navarre  to  pr<nrent  it,  which  at  length  rofe.  fo  high, 
tha^  he  fent  a  public  defiance  to  the  r^ent>  and  broke  out 
into  open  war  *».     The  circumftances  he  was  then  in  ren- 
dered this  extremely  difficult  to  that  young  prince. 
^g  of        As  there  were  at  this  time  great  bodies  of  Engli/b  troops 
Navarre    in  di^erent  parts  of  France^  under  the  command  of  officers 
fanfis        who  fubfifted  them  as  they  could,  who  acknowleged  no  fu** 
Prance     perior,  and  afted  oil  no  principle  but  that  of  getting  the 
^^  ^^'  I  "^^^  ^*^^y  could,  it  was  by  the  affiftance  of  thefe  that  the 
rtgfnu  h^x^g  oi  Navarre  hoped  to  carry  his  point;  and  what  that 
r^    f  ^  '^^^^  ^^^f  '^^  ^  difficult  to  learn,  when  we  know  that  he 
%eafcnahk  ^^^^  ^  folemn  declaration,  that,  for  the  future,  he  would 
terms^       never  acknowlege  any  right  in  the  houfe  of  Valois  to  the 
crown  of  France  ^     By  the  help  of  thefe  independent  bodies "" 
.  of  Engli/b^  who  were,   beyond  comparifon,   better  foldiers 
than  the  danphin's  new  raifed  troops,  he  fo  ftraitened  the 
city  of  PariSf  in  which  he  had  ftill  a  great  number  of 
frien*^  (for,  with  all  his  faults,  he  had  a  great  facility 
in  making,  and  a  more  wonderful  art  in  keeping  them)> 
that,  at  length,  it  became  more  than  probable  lie  would 
have  prevailed,  and  have  had  the  city  delivered  to  him  by 
capitulation  at  leaft,  if  not  without.    But  of  a  fudden,  and 
contrary  to  all  expeftation,  and  without  any  vifible  motive, 
he  demanded  an  interview  with  the  regent,  and  concluded  a 
peace  with  him  on  moderate  and  rea&nable  tehns  S    The 
writers  of  thofe  days  attribute  thif  to  infpiration  .from  heaven; 
on  the  other  hand,  his  brodier  PhUip  faid  he  was  bewitched; 
later  writers  afcribe  it  to  the  inconftancy  of  his  temper ;  bat 

p  Contin.  Nangu  Chron.    H.  KNTeuTON  Chfon.        ^  A^ 
iMtTRiMuTH.     P.  Henault.  »  ht  Gt^Tf^t,    VAVt^t 

4ft  Choisy.  »  pQi,YP,  ViaciL, 


C4'  Tbil^iMy  ^Fwnie-  447 

all  agree,  that  this  coadufl  of  his  ikved  France,  and  the  faW 
fequent  part  of  this  hiftory  will  put  it  beyood  doabt< 
The  truth  of  this  perplexed  bufinefs  fecms  to  have  been,  that, 
in  his  hararifeue  to  the  people  of  Paris,  he  had  fuffercd  words 
to  efcape  him  to  this  efFeft,  "  That,  if  right  took  place,  h^ 
•'  bad  a  better  title  to  the  crown  of  France  than  either  he 
"  who  wore  it  or  he  who  pretended  to  it;"  which  being 
reported  in  England,  he  quickly  found  that  he  was  to  expeA 
no  farther  affiftance  from  thence ;  for,  as  to  what  was  given 
him  by  the  truce  before-mentioned,  Edward  difavowcd  it. 
Thekingof/VtfVizrr^,  therefore,  began  to  cx)hfider  what  cf- 
fefts  would  follow  upon  the  taking  o£ Paris;  and  perceiving 
clearly  that  it  would  ferve  only  to  enrich  the  free-booters^ 
his  allies,  in  the  firft  inftance,'  and  facilitate  Edward's  defiga 
of  fetting  that  crown  on  his  oWn  head,  with  whom  he  (houll 
be  much  lefs  able  to  deal  than  with  king  yohn  and  the  dau- 
phin, he  very  wifely  altered  Us  plan,  and  made  an  equitable 
peace,  to  which  his  brother  Philip  refufed  to  accede,  but 
continued  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Normandy  in  conjunftioo 
With  the  Englijb  \ 

'  All  this  time  king  7c>A«  remained' in  England,  under  cir**!^^  ^f 
cumftances  none  of  the  moft  pleafmg.    On  his  arrival  he  h'ng  Johft 
made  a  public  entry  into  the  city  of  London,  but  it  was  fuch «»  Eng- 
an  entry' as  could  give  l^im  no  difquiet.    .He  rode  on  a  white  ^^^ » 
courfer,  which,  in  thofe  days^^.  when  punftilios  were  much  ^^^j^m 
obferved,  was  a  mark  of  fovereignty,  and  the  glorious  prince  7?*^  *^ , , 
of  MCaUs^  on  a  little  black  horfe,  rode  by  his  fide  ".    He  had  ^*  J  r^* 
lodgings  affigned  him  in  the  Savoy,  where  he  was  treated  i^^dts^* 
with  ail  the  refpeft  due  to  his  high  rank,  and  ^wth  all  the  France, 
cfteem  which  his  great  perfonal  merit  deferved*     The  king, 
the  queen,  the  princes  of  the  royal  blood,  paid  him  their  vi- 
fits,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  him :  he  had  liberty  to  go 
where  be  pleafed,  to  take  the  diverllon  of  huntings  was 
fcafted  and  carefled  by  the  nobility,  and  adored  by  the 
people;  for,  with  all  the  heat  of  his  temper,  he  had  an  a^*  , 
bility  and  a  condefcenfion  that  made  fubjefts  of  all  who  ap- 
proached him ;  and  he  had  his  favourite  fon  Philip,  to  whom 
Edfward  is  faid  to  have  given  the  furname  of  Hardy,  for  te- 
primanding  a  gentleman  who  ferved  that  monarch  with 
wine  before  his  father^    But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  he 
had  his  forrows  ^.    His  fuhjefts  had  fliewn  but  little  con- 
cern for  him  from  the  time  he  was  taken*    On  the  contrary, 
in  the  firft  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  all  they  laboured  was  to  re-  ^ 
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-^loe  bis  milhority.  His  qaeen^  though  a  priooels  of  incoixt* 
pairable  meril,  being  Httk  regarded  at  Paris,  vrithdrew  lota 
*  keribti's  domipioos,  and  died  in  Burgundy.  Hjg  ranfom,  qr 
bis  liberty,  fearce  bccapied  the  attendon  of  any  of  the  afllem^ 
blie&;  sind,  m  awordj  he  feemed  to  be^fo  thoroughly  aban^' 
dooed,  that  he  tooka  refohition  of  conjduding  a  treaty  with  - 

,*Sdwardy  upon  the  befl  terms  he  could  :  but  when  he  had 
copekided  it^  and,  in  cotijunftion  with  £rfu;ari/,  fentitdvei' 
to  the  regent  in  order  to  have  it  ratified,  the  flates  thought 
fhem  fo  hard  and  fo  difhonourable,  that  they  refu^  their 
approbation,  which  equally  difpleafed  both  kings,  and  gave 

:  Edmard  ah  opportunity  of  returning  "to  France  as  foon  as 

♦  the  truce  expired  ».  This  truce  was  made  for  two  years ; 
and  foo^  of  the  French  authors  feem  to  think,  that  if  xht 

'■  cardinals  who  made  it  had  not  prevailed^  France  muft  hayef 
,l!>een  inevitably  conquered.     Yet,  if  we  condder  fafts,  they 

*  wiU  fcarce  leave  us  any  room  to  doubt  that  this  truce  was 
nord  fatal  to  France  than  if  the  war  had  tontinUcd ;  for  this 
A^rded  leifure  for  civil  broils,  left  thofe  independent  corps^ 
who  were.  Ailed  companions,  to  plunder  where-ever  they 

-  were  ftrongeft ;  made  way  for  other  infurreflions,  and  de* 
prived  the  dauphin,  and  other  princes  of  the  blood/  of  that 
authority,  which,  with  an  army  in  the  field,  they  muft  have 
had  ?.    Edward  was  aware  of  all  this,  and,  under  colouf 
of  puniMng  luch  as  were  in  the  ftile  of  his  court  rebels  alike 
to  both  kings,  he  faifed  an  arpiy,   and  equipped  a  fleet, 
which  plainly  enough  cxpreiTed  his  real  mteation  to  become 
diemafter,  as  well  as  to  aflame  the  title,  of  France  %  and 
accounts  fiifficiently  for  the  alteration  of  hisconduft  towards 
king  Johiy  whom,  with  his  fon  Philip,   he  committed  to 
dote  prifoH.    His  fleet,   tranfports  included,    eonfiftedof 
=  iQleveh  hundred  fail,  and  his  army,  whed  debarked  SLt  Calais, 
and  joined  by  the  troops  which  jvere  before  in  France, 
.  amounted  to  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  He  began  his  cam- 
,    paign  in  the  month  of  November,  and,  though  the  feafori 
'  "Was  rude,  he  continued  in  the  field,  on  a  fuppofitioa  that 
I  he  ftiould  quickly  receive  fubmiflions  fr^wn  moft  of  the  pro- 
vinces in  France  *. 
The  fa*  ;.     The  regent  w^  very  fenfibk,  that  he  had  not  either  mo* 
tooust^or  j^gy  ^y  jjj^j^  g,j  jjjg  ^liJfpQfoi  fufHcient  to  give  any.  direft  op- 
%      .    '  pofition  to  fuch  a  force :  he  took,  therefore,  the  only  niethbd 
iJ« JfohA  **^  ^^^  ^^^»    *°^  ^*^^^  S^^^'  prudence  difltribuxjsd  what 
,    •  troops  he  had  thrciigh  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  the 
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king^dnh  tinder  ofScers  of  diftinguifhed  coutage  and  mdir-  tecwers 
potabk  int^ity.t'  Thk  hfedltseffeft;  for,  though  Edward  his  liberty 
marched  upland  d^wn  wheiti  h^  thought  fit,  ajad  plundered  ««^  '''- 
and  laidtwafte  the'cotratry  it  his  pleaJure,  infomuch  th^t  hie^*"*^  '• 
drew  from  the  dmchy  of  Burgundy,  ^y  way  of  conifibntion^  Paris* 
two  hundred  thonfand  fldrins;  exdufive  of  provlfions,  yet 
no  place  pf  any  confcqucnce  ftibmitted  **     At  length  he  in- 
vefted  Rbams^  with' an  intention,  as  theFr^wrift  hiftorlans ' 
iay,  to  have  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  there,  as  foon  ^ 
he  became  mafter  of  the  city,     Btit  the  archtiftibp^  who  had 
a  confiderable  force  in  the  place,  defended  it  fdr  about  fi3t 
weeks;,  and  then  the  king  decamping,  marched  towards  thd 
i^ir^,' carrying  with  him  his 'dogs  and  his  hawks,  that  heJ 
might  hunt  and  take  his*  pleafure,  and  that  the  world  tnight 
fee  how  little  he  apprehended  from  the  FreticH  arms.     At 
length  he* changed  his  couf fe  and   took  the  route  of  Paris, 
where  the  regent  was  wiih'  what  forces  he  could  colleft,  td 
whom  he  feat. a  defiance  by  a  herald ;  but  he  was  wifcr'thaA 
-to  change  his  aneafures,  or.torifk  another  day  like  thofe  of 
Crejjf  or  of  .Pointers  ^  '  The  pope's  legates  all  this  time 
foUidted  Edward  to  Men  to  ^n  accommodation,  In  order  td 
which  the  plcnipotcndaries' frotei  the  regent  foUbwed  hia 
camp;  but,  though  the  duke  of  I^nc^^r  joined  his  intrea- 
ties  to  theirs,  he  (hewed  great  Coldnefs  to  thefe  motions  foi* 
peace,  till,  towards  the  clwe  of  Aprils  being  encamped  in  the 
opeii  fields  that  lie  round  ChartrieSj  fuch  a  ftorm  of  thundei* 
and  lightning  arofe'  as  aftbniihdd  his  army  and  himfelf,  bJT 
which  many  rf  his  foldiers,  and  above  a  thoufand  horfes,  pe- 
ri/hed  *.   Ed'wa^rd,  looking  npon  this  as  a  fignal  from  heaven# 
fcnt  his  plenipotentiaries  to  the  village  of  Bretigny,  about 
'  a  league  rfroBi  ChartreSy  where  they  met  the  French   mi* 
.  sifter^  on-theffirftof-'Mry,  and  concluded  their  conferences 
on  the  eighth.    This  treaty  was  in  the  names  of  the  two 
princes  ChaHef  and  Edward ;  the  regent  fwore  to  the  due 
performance  of  it  on  the  tenth,  and  the  prince  of  If^aUs  oil    * 
the  fifteenth  of  the  fame:  month  **.     A  truce  upon  this  todk 
place,  tULthings  could  be  finally  adjufted.     King  John  pzffid 
the  fea  to  Calais  in  the  month  of  Jfuly,  where  the  regent 
was  perjnittied  tovifithim';  but  it  was  three, months  before     ^  d^ 
Edward  could  come ,  thither  and  put  the  laft  hand  to  the     , ^60* 
-  treaty;  which  being  fworn  to  by  both  kings,  John  \Vas  fet 
at  Ubeirtyj  on  the  a4th  of  O^b^r,  after  a  caprivity  'of  moie 
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ilum  four  7car$«    In  Ids  way  to  Park  he  was  met  by  the 
king  cf  Navarre,  who  promifed  toltve  with  him  for  the  fii« 
ture  ia  the  ftridteft  friendfliip*    On  the  13th  of  Ueambfr  he 
made  his  puWc  entry  into  thedty  of  Paris,  where  the  inha^ 
bitaatil  in  general^  and  the  €oamoft>peof)ie  in  pMlicitlar, 
gave  great  teftimomes  of  joy»  and  made  him  a  prefent  df 
filver  plate  that  weighed  about  a  thon&nd  marks  ^ 
fhe  iing'^     '^^^  ^^  ranfbm  which  tKe  fcic^  bad  engaged  to  pay, 
dcm  of    conftrained  him  to  think  oi  every  method  of  raffing  money  y 
France     and  fdr  this  reafon  he  did  two  things,  which  were  very  dif- 
oncemort  agreeable  to  tus  fubjeAs ;  the  firft  was  giving  his  daughter 
ran/acked  |^  marriage  to  CaUas,  the  (on  of  Jotn  Vtfconti,  dake  of 
andplun-  ;v6£f77>  who  parchafed  that  princefs  at  no  lefs  than  fik  hwBk- 
d^edby     ^^^  thoofend  crowns ;  the  other,  was  permitting  the  Jews^ 
.  '««»/^-  ^^  retur»  iato  and  remun  in  France  for  twenty  years,  for 
TiTir    ^'^'^^  *^^  P«^  ^8^y  '•    '^^  ^^^°^  calamities  there  were 
n(m  ftihd^^^^  ^^  Others,  that  were  ftiU  more  fenfiUy  feh ;  the  firft 
thmfehes  ^^  ^  P^ne,  that  fwept  awajr  upwards  of  tUrty  thoafitnd 
Tard-ve-  perfons  within  the  eompafs  c^  a  year  ac  Paris ;  the  other,  ail 
au8,  or     iQundadon  of  difbaaded  foldiers»  who  had  formerly  ferved 
Late-       in  the  Engtijb  army,  and  now,  uodar  the  command  of  ofiicers 
corners^    q£  their  own  chufing,  narade  a  lawk6  ^  crad  war,  to  fill 
their  own  pockets.    Tbefe  filled  themfdves  the  Tard-venus^ 
or  die  Late-comers f  fignifytog  that  they  had  only  the  glean- 
ings of  the  late  harveft  that  had  been  Ottade  in  France  ^.   The 
kbg,  after  they  had  been  difowned  and  deckred  robbers 
by  the  EngUJb,  ordered  the  conftaUe  ^^tmes  de  Bourbon  to 
march  agamft  them^  which  he  did,  accompanied  by  many  o£ 
the  nobility,  and  an  army  of  twdve  tbonfand  men.    He  had, 
Ihowever,  the  misfortune  to  be  totally  defeated,  he  himfelf  and 
his  fon  were  mortdty  woUnded,  the  greaidl  part  of  thenobtlify 
(lain,  and  the  reft  madepriii9Qiers,  by  which  the  whole  king- 
dom was  laid  open  to  thefe  infatiate  plunderers  \     They 
then  feparated  into  two  bodies;  one  c^  which,  ander  the 
command  of  Segtdn  (k  Bddqfol^  wafted  the  comiftries  of  Ly^ 
mnois,  BeaufobiSf  and  Nivemois;  the  other,  under  varions 
con^manders,  took  the  route  of  ^vf^gYzoit,  in  ordertorasiem 
the  pope  and  bis  cardinals.    In  Smr  pai&ge  they  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  Pwt  St.  E/prit,  where  they  met  with 
an  immenfe  booty,  and  where  they  defied  a  general,  who 
ftited  hunfelf  the  friend  oi  God,  and  the  enemy  of  all  biaa- 
kind  K    At  fome  (Hftance  of  time;,  the  kmg,  with  mads 
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difiiculty#  and  at  the  cxpcnce  of  a  vaft  fum  of  nloticy,  pre- 
vailed upon  dadofol  to  retire  into  his  own  country  of  Gttf^ 
ecny  ;.  and  the  marquis  oi  Montferraty  whom  the  pope  had 
feiit  for  to  his  aidiftance,  prevailed  trpon  him  to  follow  hirti 
Into  Italy  ^.  About  this  time  died  Philip,  duke  and  count 
of  Burgundy,  count  of  Jrtois,  Juvergney  and  Bologtie,  and 
the  hopes  o(  his  fucceffion  raifed  new  dillurbances.  The 
king  of  Navarre  conceived  that  he  had  a  clear  right  to  the 
duchy  at  leaft,  asdefcending  from  Margaret  of  Burgundy^ 
eldefi  filler  to  Eudes,  grandfather  to  the  deccafed  duke* 
Eng  John  claimed  it,  as  -being  defcended  from  yoan,  hei^ 
jounger  lifter;  but,  being  one  degree  nearer  in  point  of  de* 
Kent^  he  entered  under  that  pretence,  and  annexed  it  tb  thd 
crovra  K  The  French  hiftorians  may  ftile  Charles  of  Na*^ 
Wrrtf  what  they  pleafe;  but  whoever  candidly  confidcr»  thg  ^  q 
nature  of  his  claims  to  this  duchy,  the  counties  of  Cham'-  146I* 
fagne  and  Brie,  and  even  to  the  crown  of  France,  will  think 
that,  how  bad  a  man  foever  he  was,  he  was  alfo  very  badly 
tifcd.  John  de  Bologne,  the  uncle  of  the  deceafed  duke, 
by  the  mother's  fide,  had. the  counties  of  Bologne  and  Ju* 
Vergne,  and  the  count  of  Flanders  the  counties  of  Bur* 
gundy  and  Jrtois  ". 

King  John  findmg  himfelf  much  lefs  at  his  cafe  than  he  kin^]6}in 
expefted,  fiis  court  far  frojn  being  fo  magnificent  as  for-  beJ}o<wsthe 
merly,  and  the  power  of  the  daqphin,  fince  he  became  re-  ^ttcly  of 
gent,  fuch  as  in  fome  'meafure  reftrained  .  his  own,  he  re-  Bargandy 
folved  to  divert  himfelf  for  fome  fliort  time,  by  making  a  ?J!^'V^* 
tour  to.  Jvignon  to  confer  with  pope  Innocent  VI.  to  whom      ,  ^^\ 
he  had  great  obligations,  as  having  interpofed,  upon  all  oc-^^^^  ^^^ 
cafioos,  and  fometimes  with  more  warmth  than  was  decent,  1^  *r/w/ 
on  his  behalf  ^.   ,  In  this  journey  he  took  the  opportunity  of  gj^Prancc- 
Tifiting  hi?  new  acquifition  the  duchy  of  Burgundy.     On  his 
arrival,  the  inhabitants  of  all  ranks,  but  more  efpecially  thfe 
nobility  and  tlj'e  inhabitants  of  great  towns,  applied. to  him^ 
with    great   dtity   and  humility,    reprefenting  that    they 
had  been  fo  long  ufed  to  be  governed  by  a  prince  of  their 
own  of  the  blood  royal  of  France,  that  it  was  impofiible  for 
them,  to  be  happy  under  any  other  form  of  rule,  and  therefore 
intreated  him  that  he  would  fo  far  comply  with  their  cuftoms^ 
as  to  beftpw  upon  them  one  of  his  fons  for  their  duke.     It 
ieem3  not  improbable  that  the  king  and  his  petitioners  un- 
dcrftood  each  others  mind  J  at  leaft  it  is  certain  that  they 
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came    very    foon  to    an  agreement,    fincc,   notwithftand- 
ing  the  late  re-union  of  the  duchy  to  the  crown,  Jo/^h,  by 
his  jetters  patents,  containing  very  high  commendations^  of 
his  favour  ite  fon  Philip,  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs,  pro* 
created  in  lawful  wedlock,  that  duchy,  in  as  full  a"  manner 
as  it  had  been  held  by  its  former  dukes;  and,  as  a  mark  o£ 
fpecial  favour,    declared  this  new  duke  the  firft  peer  rf 
France  •.     This  was  afterwards  confirmed,,  out  of  refpefl  t& 
his  father,  and  with  little  regard  to  the  rules  of  true  policy, 
by  his   btother  Charles  the  Wife,      This  fortunate  young 
prince  Philip,  by  the  marriage  of  his  predeceflbr's  widow 
(who  was  alfo  a  maid)  acquired  immediately  the  county  of 
Burgundy,  and  in  procefs  of.time  tbofc  of  Flanders  and  ^r-^ 
^ois,  of  which  (he  was  the  heirefs,  and  thereby  laid  t-He  fouor 
A  D     ^^^^Q°  ^f  the  greatncls  of  the  fecond  hotife  o£  Burgfimfy, 
ilsz.    which,  in  fucceeding  times,,  made  fo  great  a  figure  in  Eu- 
'    rope',  and  which,  from  the  penning  of  king  John*s  letter^ 
patents,  became  long  after  the  fubjeA  of  lafung  and  bloody 
difpates  p. 
Mahs  a        AccoRDiNGf  lo  fome  writers,  king  John  arrived'  ztAvig- 
tour  to     non  in  the  life- time  of  pope  Innocent  VI.  according  to  others, 
Avignon,  immediately  after  his  deceafe.    He  was  fucceeded  in  the  pon- 
anJ  at  the  tifical  throne  by  William  Grimoaldi,  abbot  of  5/.  Vi^or  af 
perfuafion  Marfeilles,  who  Was  not  ia  mucbas  a  cardinal.     At  the  time 
^Urban  of  his  eleftiqn  he  was  minifter  at  the  court  of  Naples;  But; 
V.  takes  ijg-jQg  recalled  to  Avignon,  he  accepted  the  papal  dignity,  aQ<} 
Ue  trofi.    ^QTyjjj^^  jj^e  Q^me  of  Urban  V  q.     The  king  of  Cyprus  com- 
ing to  intreat  his  favour  and  proteftion  againft  the  infidelsy 
*  to  whofe  infults  his  dominions  were  continually  expofed,  he 
entered  fo  warmly  into  his  interefts,  and  recommended  them 
with  fuch  vehemence  in  his  fermons  and  difcourfes,  that 
king  John  took  the  crofs  on  Good-Friday,  notwithftanding  all 
the  oppofition  that  fuch  of  the  nobility  as  were  about  him 
made  to  a  projeft  of  this  kind,  when  his  dominions  were  in 
fo  unfettled  a  condition,  exhaulled  of  men  ajid  money,  and 
fo  many  difputesraifed  as  to  the  true  meaning  of  feveral  ar- 
ticles in  the  treaty  of  Bretigny,,  that  a  war  with  England  was 
more  likely  to  enfue  than  that  peace  to  fubfift  ^     But  king 
J^hn  attributed  the  misfortunes  of  his  father,  and  feveral  of 
his  predecefTors,  to  their  taking  the  crofs,  and  not  fulfilling 
their  vows.     He  had  imagined  a  poffibiiity,  by  the  help  of 
this  expedition,  to  carry  the  greatefl  part  of  the  companions, 
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-  Jthe  beft  troops  and  th^  worft  men  in  Europe^  into  places 
ivhere  their  valoin;  might  be  employed,  and  their  thirft  of 
xlches  gratified,  without  prejudice. to  chriftendom.  Befides, 
Jiis  lofty  temper  was  gratified  by  the  title  of  generaliffimo  of 
the  Chriftian  armies;  fo  that  he  entered  with  great  heat  in- 
to this  new  deiign,  for  which  he  is  grievoufly  eenfnred  by    A.  D. 

.  ihe  /v-£72cA  hiftorians,  both  ancient  and  modern,  as  a  prince     ^3^3* 
ivho  facrificed  to  his  own  humour  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
Jefts '.      - 

At  his  return  into  France^  king  John  met  with  frefh  cir-  Hufon  the 

.,  x:amftances  of  difficulty  and  difpleafure.     The  hoftages  that  ^''^f  ^f 
had  been  fent  into  JS'w^/awrf  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  ^"J^"» 

^jxtA  for  the  payment  of  the  king's  ranfom,  grew  very  uncafy  ^^^^^ 
.at  the  unceruin  and  diftant  p'rofpeft  of  their  return  home.  |^^^      ^' 

!-  £iqg  Edward  ^  taking  advantage  of  this,  framed,  with  their  ^uobere  he 

"  concurrence,  a  kind  of  new  convention,  in  which  the  reci-  q^^j  an 
pFOcal  renunciation  of  claims  was  contained ;   and  farther,  a  hoftage, 
releafefrom  king  John^  from  all  pretenCons  of  fatisfaftion^7Wr(/«y^/ 
for  the  fpoU  and  damage  committed  by  the  companions  and  to  return. 
late-coqier^  in  breach  of  the  truce  ^     This  convention  did 
not  appear  very  unreafonablc  to  king  John ;  but  the  dauphin 
.^ad  the  parliament,  who  confidered  thofe  preteniions  as  the 
only  means  they  had  to  prevent  the  rigorous  execution  of 
riiat  harfti  treaty^  difapproved  the  convention  entirely ;  lip- 
jCVi  which  the  hpftages,  who  had  been  carried  over  to  Calais^ 
that  they  might  contribute,  by  their  follicitations,  to  the  rati- 
fication of  this  pie.ce,  were  more  clofely  confined.     Lewis, 

,  count  of  Anjou,  the  king's  fon,  bore  this  fo  impatiently,  that 
he  made  his  efcape,  as  feveral  others  alfo  did,  both  before . 
and  after,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  king,  who  would  not 
fofier  him  to  remain  in  his  prefence,  but  ordered  him  to  re- 
turn to  England  again,  purfuant  to  his  famous  maxim,  that 
if  truth  and  good  faith  were  banifhed  from  the  world,  they 
ought  at  leaft  to  refide  in  the  mouths  and  hearts  of  princes  ". 
As  prince  Lewis  did  not  think  fit  to  obey  him,  king  John 

\  look  a  fudden  refolutjon  of  returning  himfelf  to  London ; 
from  which  he  was  not  to  be  difTuaded,  as  holding  himfelf 
obliged  thereto  by  the  treaty,  and  hoping  alfo  to  bring 
"  things  to  a  better  conclufion  with  king  Edward  in  perfon, 
jhan  it  was  poffible  for  him  to  do  by  the  interpofition  pf 
minifters  ^. 
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King]o\\n     He  paffed  the  fea  in  the  Chriflmas  holidays,  and  landed  at 
goes  o'ver  Dover  the  fourth  January^  where  he  w^s  received  wi;h 
^ain  to    great  honour.     He  proceeded  from  thence  to  Cantnhury^ 
England,  ^hg^^  j^g  ofFered  a  jewel  of  great  price,  accordiag  to  the  no- 
^XerJat     ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  vm.^^,  at  the  fhrine  of  Thqmas  a  Becket.    He 
the  talace^^^^  continued  his  journey  to  London,  where  he  was  wel- 
pj-  /^^      corned  by  the  king  and  queen,  and  reftored  to  his  old  lodg- 
9avov.      ings  in  the  Savoy  :  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  advanc^ 
much  in  hi$  negotiation,  though  treated  with  all  poffibl? 
marks  of  affection  and  refpeft,  and  indulged  in  his  favouritQ 
diverfipn  of  hunting  *.     Whether  the  chagrin  of  this,  or 
fome  natural  malady,  was  the  caufe,  fo  it  was,  that  he  fell 
into  a  wafting  and  languiihing  Condition,  of  which  he  died 
pn  the  eighth  of  Jpril;  having  the  (atisfaftion,  howevcfi 
pf  b^lng  attended  in  his  la(l  moments  by  his  brother  the 
duke  of  Orleans 9  "his  fon  the  duke  of  Berry ^  and  his  ooufini 
l^ewisy  duke  of  B^urbony  and  John  JtJrtw,  count  ttEu  % 
He  decpafed  in  the  fifty rfixtb  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  four* 
•^•p-     teenth  of  his  reign,  more  regretted  and  beloved  by  Che  Bng^ 
'    *^-*'    ///I  than  by  bis  own  fubjefts;  his  funeral  was  folemnized 
with  great  pomp,  at  whi^h  Edward  ailifted  in  perfon,  in 
deep  mourning,  jjnd  hi?  corpfe  was  afterwards  fent  over  tq 
France^  attended  by  the  count  d'Eu.    This  monarch  had  the 
furname  of  the  Good\  for  which  fome  hiAorians  find  them- 
felves  at  a  lofs  to  account,  becaufe  they  behold  him  ia  the 
light  of  an  impetuous,  obAinate,  and  pver^bearing  priace>  w^ 
llftened  only  to  his  own  notionsi  wht^h  were  commonly 
dL<ftated  by  his  pafljons  *:  but,  as  thiey  confipft,  he  ^H^s  nil- 
feignedly  pious,  candid,    honeft,   and   fincerc,  as  brave  as 
?ny  man  of  his  time,  generous,  magnificent,  and  afiabler 
.  Pol^erity  may,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  think  that  fome  futr 
.  pamcs  might  be  mentioned,  even  ampogft  the  French  kingS| 
that^were  not  at  all  better  founded ;  be  this  as  it  will,  he  left 
his  dominions  in  a  deplorable  cpndition»  and  bis  fonimdfu^ef* 
for  under  great  difficulties,  i^otwithftaoding  be  bad  dooe  al) 
in  his  power  to  deliver  them.    But  negptiation  was  not  h}s  ta- 
lent, and  the  hopes  he  had  of  perfuading,  in  conjunftjon  witb 
the  king  of  Cyprus,  Edward  III.  to  clpf^  his  viftprious  reign 
by  a  crolfade,  deceived  him ;  for  that  king  anfwered  civilly, 
bpt  CQldly,  that  he  was  yiow  arrived  gt  top  great  an  ^ge  to 

*  ppntinuat  Nangii  Chrpn.  Ancien.  Cbrpnique (le  Franc^t 
y  Thq.  Walsiwcuam,  Ad.  Murimuth.  Anon^i^u  Hi(lqri|( 
pdvvardi  I|I.  f  p.  ^M||,.  QACyiifi  IJift,  MezBR4T, 
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ijunk  of  fiidung  foreign  adT«aukrei,  though  he  was  i(>me 
j^ears  yonnger  £aa  king  J«^}^  aad  of  a  much  sMtexobail. 
i^oitittidoa  (C}« 
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{€)  The  hittoty  of  this 
{>rince*s  reign  fuffickmjy  dc- 
monftrates  his  charai^r;  hot, 
in  order  to  do  him  joftice,  the 
reader  mail  remark,  that  lux- 


who  4ied 

who  became  a  nun; 

who    eipottled    Jkim   (Sakoi^ 

dnkc  of MiU{$).   HitfecenA 

confort^  JoMi,  widow  0I  one 


uxy  was  at  a  prodigious  height ,  dake  of  Murgutufy  a&d  the  mo 
his  tkne,  and  corrtqpted  all    ther  of  another,  was,  at  the 


/rask$  and  degrees  of  people; 
to  thathemg  a  very  honeft  man 
himrdf,  he  was  reiy  liable  to 
l(>e  deceived,  and  being  alio  of 
A  very  hafiy  diipofitton,  pa- 
niihed  with  litde  regard  to 
form,  and,  it  may  he,  with  too 
nodi  ieverity  (  i  ).  He  is 
charged  with  carrying  the  roy^ 

.  al  antharity  too  high ;  lu^d  yet 
it  is  allowed  that  m  fiimiBoned 
nflembHes  of  theltacesf^ttent- 
Jy,  and  remitted  his  ooncema 
into  their  hands }  bat  both  he 
and  they  were  ill  ferved;  for 
fadion  prevailing,  fome  bufv 
Ifttri^ng  men  betrayed  both 
Ae  king  and  the  peo]>le,  in  or- 

.  itt  to  fenre  then*  jpnvat^  par- 
poftsy  whidi  did  not  hinder 
their  being  involved  in  tha  ge- 
neral msn  which  their  arts  pro- 
duced (a).  His  firt  aonrort,for 
-Jke  was  never  qoeen,  was  the 

Srincefs  fimia  of  Luximbur^f 
anghter  to  %i&xr,  king  of&<- 
imia^  and  after  to  the  emperor 
CbarhfVJ.  bv  whom  he  had 
Charles  the  aaophiat  duke  of 
ifarmandjt  Lewis  doke  of  An* 
JIbm,  John  doke  of  Berry ^  and 
PbiHf  doke  of  Burgundy •  He 
had  likewife  by  the  fi^me  prin- 
cefifive  daoghters;  Jo^n^  queen 
-  tifVcevarre ;  Mary^  who  efpoMf- 
^fi  RoBertf  dvikt  of  Bar;  Jgnes^ 

(t)  Froifart^  DuTtlkt, 
(.6)  te  Geniren 


time  of  their  marriage,'  about, 
twenty- nine  years  of  aee,  ana 
Adeemed  phe  of  the  moft  bcais* 
tiful  and  one  of  the  moft  pru- 
dent ladies  in  his  dominions^ 
She  retired^  during  his  cantivi* 

Z,  into  the  Urritories  of  \ifi$ 
n  the  doke»  and  died  there, 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  her  age 
(4).  By  this  princefs  king  Jehn 
had  two  daughters,  Who  died 

Kng.  It  is  reported  the  kine 
an  amoor  in  England^  and 
fome  attribute  his  retorn  into 
tUs  kingdom  to  thatcaafe,  hit 
thiols  very  unceitain  (5).  Them 
is  fem.ewhat  more  credit  4aa 
to  another  report,  as  if  he  )u4 
once  thought  of  efponfing  the 
famous  queen  J9an  of  Naples^ 
but  upon  his  arrival  at  Awgnoftp 
he  received  fuch  a  charafier  <i 
her  fi^m  ber  own  fobjeds,  at 
put  an  end  to  all  (dboaghts  of 
that  kind  (6).  ThcKisanodd 
ftory  in  one  of  our  old  hiftori« 
anSy  and  not  to  be  met  with 
any  where  eUe  %  he  iayf#  that 
on  Us  death-bed,  king  John 
acknowkged  to  king  SJumrd 
that  he  had  employe  "perfoas 
through  his  domiuions  to  ex- 
port gold  beat  into  thin  plates, 
and  arms,  into  France^  which 
would  have  appeared  mora 
pcobable,  if  he  had  not  added 

(a)  Dt^letx,  Meztray*  (%)  Jean  dt 

dmtUi  de  France*  (5}  Gaguini  Bijiofia, 


Gg  + 
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A<ceJJiQn  ^  .  Chaiiles  V,  furnanaed,  ycry;  juftly,  the-Wife^  facceeded 

«»/Charleshis  fatbfTt^that  is,,  hejaflumed  the  title  of  king,  with  very 

V.  and     little  augrncntatioa  of  power.  ,  He  caufed  himfelf  and  his 

the  pru'    Qiyen  x(B)he  crowned  at  Rheims^  on  the  1 9th  of  May^  and  ^ 

denttal      j^^  '&2iys  after  made  his  public  entry  into  Paris ^  with  great 

7^^'h^cJlf  ,imgni^cenfc,  in- which  he  was  never  deficient  on  ifuch  occa- 

h  TiJored  fi^^s,  ^though  remarkably  frugal  at  other  times  ».     He  found 

f  ranee.     '^^  lungdonj  iri*  a  diftraAed  and  diftreflcd  condition  5  he  bent 

his  utmoft  endeavours  to  recover  and  reftore  it,  and  he  did 

tills  ftewly  and  filently,  by  making  choice  of  wife  minift^rs 

and  able  generals,  referving  to  himfelf  the  great  fecrets  of 

ilate,  ahd  ifTuiog  his  orders  with  the  fame  coolnefs  and  pane* 

*tuality',  when  his  affairs  were  in  the  worft  and  m  the  beft 

jcqjhdition.     The  king  of  Navarre  was  in  arms  in  Normandy, 

at  the  time  of  bis  father's  deceafe,  and  had  a  good  army  there, 

.well  paid,  under  the  command  of  y^Bn  de  GrailU^  captal 

de  Buch.    Charles  had  not  either  men  or  money  tb  oppofp 

tiim ;  bat  he  fent  Bertrand  du  Guejlin^  an  officer  of  great 

reputation,  to  command  in  Normandy^  and  he,  partly  by  hi$ 

arts,  but  chiefly  by  his  fame,  raifed  a  confiderable  body  of 

forces,  with  whom  he  beat  and  made  prifoner  the  captal, 

at  the  battle  of  CochereL    It  was  no  great  affair ;  but  we  find 

it  as  particul^ly  deferibed  by  the  writers  of  thofe  times  as 

any  aftioR  that  had  happened  in  France,  out  of  regard,  as  they 

fay,  to  the  generals,  who  became  afterwards  the  moft  diitin- 

guifhed'of  their  time;  but,  in  reality,  becaufe  it  was  th^ 

firft  difpute  of  any  note  In  which  the  French  troops  had  been 

viftoripus,  fmce  the  battle  of  Crajfy  *>.    The  king  came  fooa 

after  in  perfon  to  B^uen^  where  he  caufed  a  nobleman,  of  a 

great  family  and  confiderable  fortune,  to  be  beheaded,  for 

t)eing  in  arms  againA  him  at  tliat  battle.     He  declared  du: 

'Cuejlin  marshal  of  Normandy^   and  count  of  Longueviiie, 

which  county  reverted  to  the  crown  by  the  death  of  prince 

Piil^f  brother  to  the  king  of  Navarre.   This  method  of  pu- 

qifliing  aild  rewarding  with  eclat  the  king  commonly  foUowx 

♦  ContiHt  Nangii  Chron.  ^  GACUfNiHift. 

that  he  aflce^  king  Edward* s  nies  of  refpe^t,  but  with  littl^ 

pardon  alfo,  for  having  ufurp-  real  forrow  or  aifedion  (8)  ; 

ed  the  crbwn  of  France\  which  and  tljc  faipc  difpoiitipn  prc- 

heobtained(7).  Hiscorpfeb^ing  vails  even  amongil  modern  bir 

brought  over  into  France^  was  ftoriaQs,  io  little  regard  is  fhewQ 

interred  in  the  abbey  oiBt.  Pe-  to  the  unfortunate,  even  thougl| 

ftt's,  with  all  outward  teftiao^*  they  are  princes  (9). 

(7)    lien,  Knyghm  Cbron.     See  mlfo  Tjrrfl^  '  e^d  the  netti  ttf(M  Mapi^* 
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ed,  and  with  good  effedt  ^     He  confirmed  his  father's 
grants  to  his  youngeft  brother,  augmented  the  appcnages  of 
his  other  brothers,  and  rendered  great  kindneflTes  to  all  the 
princes  of  his  b}ood,  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  his  gi*and- 
father  PhiHp  de  FaioiSy  who  did  all  he  could  to  keep  them 
low.    Yet  to  fill  his  coffers,  in  fome  degree,  he  had  recourfe 
to  an  aft  of  refumption,  making  it  his  choice  rather  to  dif* 
oblige  the  great  than  to  oppreS  the  little  **.     In  Bretagne, 
the  war  beiog  renewed,  the  young  count  de  Montfort  de- 
feated Charles  le  Blois  in  the  battle  of  Juray^  in  which  he 
fell.    The  king,  who  managed  every  occafion  with  great 
addrefs,  laid  hold  of  this,  admitted  the  count  to  do  homage 
as  dnke  of  Bretdgne,  and  fecured  to  the  widow  of  Charley 
k  Blois  the  title  of  duchefs  of  Bretagne^  for  her  life,  a  pen- 
fion  of  forty  thoufand  livres,  and  the  county  of  Fenthievrc 
"for  her  children, .  with  the  remainder  of  the  duchy  to  them, 
in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  heirs  in  the  reigning  family  */ 
*    The  new  duke  of  Bretagne,  who  was  much  of  the  fame  Fuhlijhe^ 
age  with  the  Trench  king,  came  to  Paris  to  pay  his  homage,  ««  edia  of 
in  virtue  of  the  treaty ;  and,  at  this  interview,  both  princes  ''(/»«/- 
fliewed  gre^t  marks  of  efteem  and  condefcenfion  for  each  ''^*»  *?' 
other.  *  Bertf^and  du  Guejliriy  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  ^'  *™[ 
in  the  war  of  Bretagne^  was  fet  at  liberty;  and  the  ^^^c*  Xa^iW 
perceiving  how  greathis  credit  was  at  the  court  of  France^  histredk<- 
confirmed  to  him  the  grants  that  had  been  made  by  his  pre-  ry, 
deceflbr ;   at  the  fame  time  the  king  took  Oliver  Clijfon,  and 
other  Bretons^  into  his  fervice,  without  giving  the  duke  any 
ofience.     But-  he  could  not  draw  that  prince  into  a  marriage 
to  his  fatisfaftion,  upon  the  lofs  of  his  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  to  king  Edward,  but  on  the  contrary  he  cfpoufed  the 
daughter  of  the  princefs  of  Wales;  by  her  firft  hufband,  fp 
that  he  ftill  maintained  his  connexion  with  England  ^    The 
captal  de  Buchy  though  a  prifoner,  was  extremely  well  re- 
ceived by  the  court  of  France.    Charles  was  an  excellent 
judge,  and  a  liberal  rewarder  pf  merit;  and  havjng  feen  the 
dexterity  with,  which  the  captal  managed  a  treaty  between 
himfejf  and  the  king  of  Navarre  (which,  as  w^  have  fhewij 
in  its  proper  place,  was  concluded  upon  terms  very  favour-  *" 

able  for  France),  refolved  to  gain,  at  any  rate,  one  who,  as 
it  now  appeared,  was  as  able  a  flatefman  as  he  had  fticwn 
jiimfelf  a  general.  The  caj>tal  could  not  refift  the  king> 
carefles,  who  releafed  him  without  ranfom»  and  who»  oa 

p  Annalcs  de  France.    Mez.  *  P.  JEmil.    L'Abbe  dp 

Choisy.        «  P'Argentre  Hiftoirc  d^  Bretagnc.  ^  An- 

Ci^n  Chronic^ue  de  France. 
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his  coming  into  his  fervlce,  made  him  a  prHentof  the  county 

of  Nemours.     But,  upon  hi^  going  to  Bourdeaux,  the  pnpce 

of  Wales  telling  him,  that  it  was  unpoffibk  to  ferve  two  piaf* 

ters,  he  returned  the  king  bis  patent  for  the  county  of  Ne^ 

tnours^  and  remained  with  his  old  lord  *.  .  The  low  ftate  of 

his  finances  continued  Hill  to  give  the  king  2t  great  deal  of 

trouble ;  becaufe  the  fituation  o(  his  fubjefts  in  general  was 

fuch^  that  It  was  not  either  prudent  or  fafe  to  impofe  any 

'     new  tiiojjsj,  or  even  to  exaft,  with  the  ufual  rigom*,  thofe 

they  had  been  formerly  accuftomed  to  pay  \     This  obliged 

the  king  to  have  recourfe  to  methods  not  very  agreeable 

either  to  hk  rank  or  to  his  nature.     His  uncle  Philip  duke 

of  Orleans^  who  had  been  long  prifoner  in  England,  had  a 

very  large  eftate,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  arofe  from 

grants  that  had  been  made  by  the  late  kirig;  and  thefe,  in  the 

prefent  ftate  of  things,  the  king  had  a  mind  to  fefume.    The 

procefs  was  no  fooner  commenced  with  this  view,  than  the 

duke  of  Orleans,  indead  of  defending  himfelf,  declared  ia 

full  parliament,  that,  tho'  he  thought  ;md  believed  he  poC- 

felled  nothing  but  by  a  legal  right,  yet,  knowing  the  king's 

motive,  he  furrendered  the  whole  into  his  handis,  and  Ihould 

be  content  with  whatever  he  thought  fit  to  reftorc  K    This 

defeated  Charles's  fcheme,  who  only  accepted  of  his  mide's 

renunciatipn  to  confirm  his  titles  in  the  ftrongeft  maimer^ 

The  king,  however,  had  recourfe  to  fumptuary  laws  for  re- 

prefEng  luxury,  which  was  ftill  at  a  great  height ;  and  for 

epcouraging  induftry,  as  the  fole  means  pf  relieving  his 

people ;  and  enforcing  the{e>  not  fb  much  by  penalties  as  his 

own  example,  they  had  their  effeft  V 

Vheimnd     The  compofition  of  affairs  in  Br^tagne^  And  the  peace 

mmfames  concluded  with  the  kipgr  of  N0,varre^  feemed  to  leave  France 

renvage     much  at  eafe,  and  to  allow  Jung  Charles  leifure  tp  put  ia 

France,     praftice  the  fchemes  he  had  formed  for  reflqring  profperity  to 

mdreduciy^^  fiibjefts;  and  yet  from  thefc  treaties  followed  an  evil, 

jJ*V^/^    that  brought  the  nation  into  greater  diftriefs  than  ever  it  bad 

jSwri/  t4t  feJt  before.    While  the  war  lafled,  Bretagne,  which  did  pot 

theutmoi  '^^J^^S  to  the  crown  pt  France^  and  ^iVbrmaw^,  felt  the 

^refsp     weighs  of  it,  while  other  provinces,  h^d  time  tp  breathe. 

But  now  thcfe  mifchiefs  were  carried  Ictto  every  part  of  the 

kingdoni,  by  the  troops  that  were  ditbanded  pn  all  fides  oa 

the  conclpfion  of  thole  treaties  ^     This  ^owed  chiefly  from 

the  manner  in  which  armies  were  formed  in  thofe  days^  and 

8  ^ncien.  Chron.  de  France.^  *  Annales.de  France* 

I  1*.  -/Emil.    Mezeray,   P.Daniel,  *=  P.  Hbnavlt, 

I  Annales  de  Ffance,  Hift»  de  Berurao4  dulCueiliR. 
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w»  the  moft  terrible  fcourge  to,which  any  country  Cduld  be 
OCpofed.  For  thefefoldiers  did  aotjftraggle  about  the  coan- 
try,  either  fingly  or  in  fmali  band%  robbing  and  pilfering 
«t  their  pleafare,  but  were  formed  into  large  corps,  under 
die  command  of  fome  knight  or  officer  of  diltinftion,  who,  * 
tiaviog  raifed  himfelf  in  fervice,  but  having  >no  eflate,  chofe 
this  method  of  fupportiog  himfclf>  and  thofe  who  adhered 
to  himn.  When  thefe  corps  appeared  finglc  and  fetpante 
diey  were  ftiled  the  Makndrins ;  but,  after  fix  or  fcven^of 
thefe  koights  entered  into  a  confederacy,  tho*  tbdr  corps 
wer^  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  to  march  to  each  other^s  re- 
lief,  in  cafe  of  any  attack,  they  a0umed  tist  nane  dE  tbci 
Grand  Cmp^nhs,  and  becuhe  v»7  formidable  in  point  of 
ftrength,  as  well  ae  dreadfully  oppreffive".  One  of  thefe 
knights,  whp  ftiled  himfelf  the  archprkft,  had  fuch  a 
Arength,  that,  after  fpoiling  Champagne  and  Burgundy^  ht 
made  an  irruption  into  the  territories  c^the  empire,  acid  had  ^ 
done  more  mifchief,  if  fome  of  his  own  foldiers  had  not 
murdered  him  in  %  fit  of  refentment.  The  king  faw,  with 
the  greateft  anguUb  of  mind,  his  fubjefts  opprefled  and  ex- 
faaufted,  and  him^lf  irfated  with  attempt,  widioot  any 
power  of  redrefs.  With  fmall  forces,  or  even  larger  bodies 
of  the  troops  haftily  railed,  th^e  was  nothing  to  be 
done ;  and  to  fet  on  foot  an  army  required  money,  which  he 

*  had  not  *•  Jn  the'  mean  time  this  evU  was  intcderable.  He 
complained  of  it  to  king  Edward,  a  great  part  of  the  com- 
panions bdng  bis  fubjeAs.  It  touch^  the  king  of  England 
in  honour  as  well  as  in  intcicft ;  he  therefore  iflTued  a  pro- 
idamation,  requiring  them  to  lay  down  thdr  arms,  and  no 
longer  to  moleft  the  people  of  Prance.  Some  fisw  obeyed, 
iind  but  afew ;  the  reft  ieat  him  f<Mr  anfwer,  that  they  bold 
nothii^from  him,  and  dMlt  thqr  would  not  abandon  t^ 
places  .they  had  fdKod,  or  ^Bfliaad  thdr  ccMrps,  for  him  or 
finy  prince  living.  Hut  fp  provoked  Edward,  that  he  r^ 
folved  to  pafs  the  feat  with  a  numerous  army»  il}tiagCiafJe4 
|Kid  not  declined  hb  affiftance,  ha^^  as  he  fidid»  mAd  out 
m  method  of  itBeving  Idmielf }  on  which  Edward  WfOfn,  ht 
might  truft  to  that  method,  for  help  he  Ihould  haw  none 
ffom  Hm,  if  they  di0ve  him  out  <tf  hb  domiakma  '•  Bui 
Charles  virzM  by  no  means  willing  to  have  Edwa^  in^  Iq 

.  France  at  thf  head  of  a  poteut  iny,  ftr  je^&m  iSm  will 
appear. 
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Bertrand      The  man  who  delivered  the  king  and  his  fdbjefts,  MflheoL 
du  Gue-  in  this  terribk  dileixuna,  was  Bertrafid  du  Guejlin^  who  mi- 
flin  en-      deitook  to  perfuadc  the  companions  to  quit  Irance  of  jth«ir 
gages  them  gyff^  accord  j-  and,  having  opened  his  projeft  to  the  king,  be 
^^Jf*/^"  approved,  and  o&red  him  all  the  ailiftance  in  his  power*?. 
fidttton     r^YiM^  encouraged,,  he  went  to  a  meeting  of  their  chiefs,  who 
^nuith  /I]^  ^^"^^  ^^^  ^*^  ^^^  acquaintance,  and  moft  of  them  his  intimate 
^^^^•j  ^g^.  friends ;  after  being,  for  fome  days,  a  companion  of  thfir 
fint»         mirth,  be  obferved  to  tl^eir  chiefs,  that  it  was  a  bafe  aad 
.  diihonourabld  kind  of  life  they  led,  and. that  the(hameof 
it,  inftcad  iof  being  alleviated,  was  heightened  by  their  birth 
•and  rank.  •  They  pleaded  neceflity ;  to  which  du  Guejlin  re- 
plied,! that  the  Moors  were  ftill  in  pofleffion  of  Granada, 
and  other  rich  provinces  in  Spain ;  that  it  would  be  more 
..fafe,  mcore  advantageous,  as  well  as  more  honourable,^  to 
.  tura  thrir  arms  ag^^nft  thefe  infidels  ;  that  he  would  under- 
take to  procure  them  the  means,  in  every  refpeft,  <A  doing 
^  this,  dnd  wotild  accompany  them  in  the  expedition  ^     This 
!they  readily  accepted ;.  upon  which  thirty-five  of  their  chiefs 
went  to  Parisy  where  they  were  kindly  received,  and  mag- 
fiifioently  feaAed,  by  the  king,  at  the  temple,  and,  befid^ 
richprefents,  had. two  hundred  thousand .  franks  given  them 
for  the  current  expences  of  their  expedition.     Their  rendez- 
vous was  fixed  for  Chalons  on  the  Soane,  where  du  Guejlin 
.^lincd  them,  with  three  hundred  of  the  moft  gallant  gentle- 
laen  in  Brctagne,    Charles  fent  a  marflial  of  France  to  fee 
them:  .out  of  his  dominions,  and,  to  cbnduft  them  with  as 
littlf  t>rejudice  to  his  fubjefisi  as  ppffible.     The  route  that 
'  they  ^Qok  was  to  j/%^ignon.    The  pope,  alarmed  at  their  ap- 
proach, fent^a  cardinal  to  meet  them ;  <wh6  demanding  what 
.  they  were,  (and  why. they. catie,  du^Guefiin  told  him,  they 
were  thirty  ihoitfand  •croflfes,  marching  ,againft  the  infidels, 
;  and  that  tl^ey  werfe  <Jjefli:ous.  ta  ha.^  the  pope's  abfolution, 
.  and  a  coupje  of  hundred  thopfand  jflcirin^  by  Way  of  alms  ■, 
.  .^Ttexardin^l  ,promifed  the  afefolutioii  at  the  firft  word,  but 
?  tttfitated  AS  jto  the  money.  :  fjowever  the  pontif,  feeing  there 
:;W^0M&6.  remedy,  taxed  theinhablt^i|t$:  of  Avjtgnm  at  ooe 
'  fcuudJced  tbQufaod  .florins^  in,liop«»::tkeyt  wouS  be  content 
A.D.  :  with  .that' ftoi'.    Mtidu- Guejlin  t©W  itbo-^ardinal,  they  did 
1365.    not  ^ota^  16  plundlsn  *pobr  peopLef^bat  tef  receive  alms 
.  from  tbe rich ;.  that  ther^orche  mtrft  tak^«bfck  the  money, 
and  reftore  it  punftually  to  thofe  from  whom  it  W4S  taken, 
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attd'bfing  them  two  hundred  thoufand  florins  frbm  the  pope? 
and  the  college,  who.  could  fpare  it ;  which,  as  there  was  no 
remedy,  he  was  obliged  to  do,  together  with  a  plenary  abfo- 
lution".  ,  ' 

^  Bti^ORE  they  pafled  the  Pyrenees^  da  Guejltn  acquainted  Thehlact* 
them  with  his  true  defign;  which  Was  to  dethrone  Donfrffuere* 
Tedro  the  Cruety  and  to  advance  his  brother  Henrys  count  oSpru  Do« 
Traftemaray  to  the  throne.     We  have, already  reported  the  ^      ./^^ 
progrefs  and  event  of  this  expedition,  and  it  ftiali  fufBce  to  fQ^^\L^ 
fay  here,  that  Charles  the  fifth  never  gave  a  ftronger  P^^ ^^  ff  ^i^^cB* 
his  confummate  policy  than  in  the  affiftance  he  afforded  to  ^  i^  ^-^/^ 
count  Henry y  thoMt  might  feem  very  extraordinary  i^"^  ^  difyoffeffed 
monarch,  whofe  dominions  and  whofe  treafures  were 'equally  hy  Don 
exhaufted,  to  advance  fuch  prodigious  Turns  in  favour  of  &  Henry* 
young^ prince,  whofe  title  was  none  of  the  beft,  and  by  whdm 
at  this  time  he  was  not  fo  much  as  pcrfonaily  known  ^.     HI* 
penetration  (hewed  him;  that  nothing  could  be  more  advan- 
tageous for  Trance  than  this  undertaking,  jvhich,  at  the  bot- 
tom, had  the  approbation  of  the  pope,  and  at  the  fame  t^m* 
his  addrefe  enabled  him  to  perfuade  the  new  king  oiCafiil^ 
that  what  he  had  done  was  out  of  pure  generoficy,  and  thftt 
as  he  acquired,  fo  he  had  no  other  means  of  preferving,  th« 
crown,  but  by  the  fupport  of  France^  which  gained  him  a 
firm  and  conftant  ally,  and  put  futh  a  check  on  the  kings  of 
Afragon and  Navarre^  as  fully  compenfated  the  fuccours-df- 
forded  to' the  king  Don  Henrys  even  fuppofing  theni  t©  have 
had  no  other  motive  *.     The  famous  black  prince  having, 
from  a  point  of  honour,  taken  the  dethroned  Don  Pedf^  un^ 
der  his  proteflion,  improving  the miftakeof  Don^^nry,  wh6 
had  too  foon  difinifled  the  grcateft  part  of  the  compa^(MiS> 
atid  employing  his  intereft  to  draw  off  the  relt,  who  Were 
dther  Englifh  or  Gafconsy  defeated  Don  Henry  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Navarette^  made  die  Guejlin  prifoner,  and  refeated 
Don  Pedro  on  the  throne  y.     Charles  did  not, 'upon  this, 
change  his  ifteafures,  but  relieved  Don  Henry  with  the  fame 
'dacrity  and  apparent  generofity  as  before,  furniftied  him- with 
"  troops  and  money,  negociated  for  him  at  feveral  courts,  pro- 
cuiped  the  liberty  of  da  Guejlin^  tho'  fet  at  a  high  price,  and 
therefore  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,   to  -change  once 
more  the  face  of  affairs  in  Spain,  and  the  fortune  of  her 
kings,  replacing  Henry  on  the  throve, -ta  which  he  made  his 
way,  not  only  by  the  defeat  but  the  death  of  his  brother; 
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an  eveat  which,  in  its  confequences,  had  a  great  operation 
QQ  the  political  fyftem  in  that  age  \     , 
CharlcsV      While  thefe  things  happened  abroad,  Charles  adminiftred 
damifiU     with  the  utmoft  prudence,  and  with  indefat jgiable  diligencCf 
**«*»-     the  public  affairs  at  home  ;  he  reftored  the  credit  and  autho* 
firaiian     yi^y  Qf  parliament,  by  afEfting  there  frequently  in  perfon^ 
^jr^^^  ^  by  caufing  the  judgments  given  therein  to  be  ftriftly  exe«« 
monarch  ^^^^^*  *°^  ^7  i^^troducing  perfons  of  eftabliihed  probity  aod 
imper'       learning  into  its  principal  dignities.    He  looked  into  the 
Miibh.    management  of  his  finances  narrowly ;  be  remitted  fome  im^ 
pofitioos,  abated  others,  and  levied  all  with  great  modera« 
tion  «.    He  panted  new  privileges  to  the  cities,  rendered  the 
itttds  fafe,  and,  by  many  new-devifed  encouragements,  re* 
peopled  his  dominions.    He  reprefled  luxury  h^  his  own  ex- 
ample, and  by  the  fobriety  of  his  court,  where  a  ^ell- 
0ianaged  magnificence  appeared  on  public  occaCons,  and  the 
ilrifteft  frugality  at  all  other  times  ^.    He  negle^ed  nothing 
that  might  conciliate  the  frlendfibip  of  the  neighbouring 
fviiicts.    The  pope  was  entirely  in  his  interefls,  fo  was  the 
,  tmpercM-,  and  (cveral  of  the  princes  of  Germany ;  the  count 
ni  thnders  (whofe  daughter  Margaret,  the  widow  of  the 
laft  duke  o£  Burgundy j  was  the  greateft  hdrels  in  Eur^e), 
he  held  in  c<mtxuual  fufpence*    The  count  was  inclined  to 
marry  this  rich  princefs  to  a  younger  fon  ot  Edward  of  £ng^ 
ifuidt. hvkt  this  could  not  be  done  without  a  difpenfation,  and 
Gforks  bad  fa  great  an  intereft  with  the  pope,  that  it  could 
BOt  be  obtained  *".   He  afterwards  propofed  his  brother  Philip 
didce  of  Burgundy 9  and  procured  a  difpenfation,  about  which 
tbere ,  had  been  fo  much  difficulty  ^.    By  thefe  arts,  and 
noni  efpedally  by  rewarding  liberally  men  .of  parts  of  afl 
charafirers,  the  king  found  himfelf  in  a  iituation  of  making 
die   moft  of  any  opportunity  that  ihouid  offer.    It  was 
net  long  before  one  prefented  itfelf  to  his  view,  the  moil  fa- 
fotirable  that  he  could  wifh,  and  he   managed  it   with 
ittch  odmnefs  and  dexterity,  as  drew  from  it  fuch  events  as 
none  but  a  true  genius  could  have  difcerned  it  would  produce.: 
his  nei^bours  looking  on  his  condu6l  as  an  effedl  oi  as 
humble  and  placid  fpurit,  from  which  they  had  nothixig  xx> 
apprehend  ^ 
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^ht  the  time  the  gallant  prince  of  Wales  returnifd  from  his  He  begins 
5/jni/5  expedition,* he  found  a  melancholy  alteration  in  his  to  eontr9id 
affiiirs.     Pcftilence  and  a  very  hot  climate  had  confumed  the  '^^  W-^"^ 
greateft  part  of  his  army.     Don  Pedro,  in  deceiving  him,i^*^''» 
left  an  immenfe  debt  upon  his  (houlders,    inftead  of  ^^^     j^^* 
mighty  reward  he  had  promifed  him ;  and,  which  w^  worft  ^^^ 
of  all,  a  latent  difeafe,  which  degenerated  into  a  dropfy,^|^^^ 
brought  upon  him  great  infirmity  of  body,  which  rendered 
him  the  lefs  able  to  apply  proper  remedies  for  flopping  the 
declining  ftate  of  his  affairs.     The  war  had  arawn  him  into 
prodigkms  expence,   and  into  a  variety'  of  engagements, 
which  he  knew  not  how  to  difcharge.     Six  thoufand  of  the  ' 
companions,  all  that  remained  of '  thofe  dreadful  troops, 
were  quartered  in  his  territories,  till  their  wages  could  be  paid* 
Bcfides,  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  retrenching  his 
court,  which  had  been  hitherto  at  leafl  as  magnificent  as 
thofe  of  Paris  or  London  ^.     This  obliged  him  tc^  impoCe 
a  florin  upon  every  hearth  within  his  territories ;  which^ 
tho'  fubmitted  to  in  mofl  places,  yet  in  Cuienne  it  was  op- 
pofed  with  the  greatefl  vehemence,  the  count  of  Jrmagnae 
add  other  great  lords  looking  upon  it  as  a  violation  of  their 
privileges ;  which,  at  all  events,  they  determined  to  main- 
tain g.     Charles  confidering,   that  two-thirds  of  his  father's 
ranfom  was  paid^  mofl  of  the  hoflages  redeemed,  his  peopte  . 
in  a  great  meafure  recovering,  his  neighbours  well-affeSed  to 
him,  and  the  concerns  of  Edward  fuch  as  left  him  lefs  able 
to  maintain  a  war,  than  at  any  time  fince  the  peace  of  Bre^  , 
^tignyy    began  to  liflen    to  the  complaints  of  the  Gafcons^ 
had  his  emiflaries  in  the  county  of  Ponthteu,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  Englijb  conquefls,  where  they  found  a  great 
ipirit  of  difcontent,  which   they  took  all  poffible  pains  U> 
cherifli  and  increafe  **.     At  length,  he  laid  the  treaty  of  Bri^ 
tigny,  and  all  the  fubfequent  proceedings,  before  his  court 
of  peers,  and  demanded  their  advice  ;  in  coAfequence  of 
which  he  fummoned  the  prince  of  Wales  to  appear,  and  aa» 
fwer  the  complaints  made  againft  him  by  his  barons,     to 
this  he  anfwered  with  difdain,  that  he  would  appear,  but  it 
fhould  be  with  a  retinue  ef  fixty  thoufand  men;  and  he 
likewife  caufed  thofe,  who  had  fummoned  him,  to  be  ar- 
refled  K  Hoflilities  did  not  immediately  follow;  on  the  con- 
trary, a  negociation  enfued  with  the  court  of  London.    King 
Edwardm£\iitA,  that  the  crown  of  France  had  no  fovfereignty 
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cxrcr  the  provinces  he  poflefled,  and  that  the  appeal  of  the 
Gafcon  lords  was  an  aft  of  rebellion,:  pn  the  other  haad^ 
Charles  aflerted,  that  Edward^  having  never  renounced  his 
A  D,     pretenfions   to'  the  crown  of  France^  the  duchies  of  Nor- 
1 368.    fiandy^  JnjoUy  and  Maine,  he  ftill  retained  the  fovereignty 
over  CuieHne  and  the  reft  of  provinces  ^. 
By  ih  pf'     As  the  embarking  in  a  new  war  was  a  very  dangerous  ftep, 
/fl^mt^vf  Charles  proceeded  very  deliberately,  and  with  feeming  irrcfo- 
his  <//«/.  J,  lution ;  by  which  he  gained  time  to  enter  into  diftinft  trea- 
Charles.    ties,  with  his  allies,  held  his  enemies  iii  fufpence,  and  called 
finds  htm-  ^^  alFembly  of  the  ftates  in .  the  month  of  May^  that  it 
t  dT^    hjight  appear  he  did  nothing  but  by  the  advice  ajid  with  thd 
tohtfina  ^^^'^^^  ^^  '^^^  fubjefts.     In  this  aflcmbly  he  managed  all 
^ari       things  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  the  clergy  declared  the  king, 
in  all-  his  proceedings,  hid  afted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
principles  of  religiob  and  equity  ',     The  nobility  promifed  to 
Wift  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the  third  ellate 
Applauded  his  majefty's  juftice  and  moderation,  with  a  pro- 
ttife  to  ftipport  fo  good  a  cau(e  to  the  utmoi);  of  their  power. 
As  the  king  wanted  no  morfc  at  this  time,  they  were  difmiffed 
Without  fo  much  as  the  mention  of  new  taxes  ;  but,  in  con- 
fequence  of  ihefe  declarations,  Charles,  without  ceremony, 
decUred  war  againft  Edward ;  who  refumed  the  title  of  king 
Jbf  France,  and  prepared  to  punifli  what  he  ftiled  temerity 
ahd  breach  of  faith.     The  war,  on  the  fide  of  Guienne,  was 
rather  favourable  to  Charles  ;  for  the  companions  revolted, 
In  a  great  meafure,  to  him,  which  furprifed  the  prince  of 
Wales,  who  had  alfo  the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  lord  Chandos., 
'one  of  the  wifeft  men,  and  one  of  this  ableft  officers,  in  his 
"fervice,  who  was  killed  in  a  fkirmifli™.     The  county  of 
Ponthien,  in  Picardy,  revolted  ;    but  the  fleet,  which  the 
'king  had  aflembled  at  Harfleur,  with  an  intent  to  invade 
flngland,  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  arrival  ot  John  of 
,  Caimt  duke, of  Lancajler,  and  a  great  body  of  Er^glijb  troops; 
for  this  obliged  the  king  to  oppofe  to  him  his  brother  Philip 
'oi  Burgundy,  with  the  forces  that  fhouldhave  embarked  for 
'a  naval  expedition.     There  was,  however,  very  little  done 
on  this  fide  by  either  party  ;  for  Charles  had  exprefsly  pro- 
hibited his  brother  from  fighting,  and  the  attempt  made  by 
the  duke  of  Lancajler  to  burn  the  fleet  was  alfo  very  luckily 
-^•P'     prevented  ".     In  September,  the  ftates  met  again,  and,  up9n 
*3w9*    a  detail  of  what  had  happened  fince  they  had  been  heldlaA, 
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Ihey  unahimoufly  agreed  to  impofe  the  fame  taxes  that,  had 
-been  levied  for  the  releafe  of  king  John,  with  the  addition  of 
hearth-money ;  which  was  efteemed  a  more  equal,  tho*  a 
heavier,  tax  than  a  capitation.  A  method  of  proceeding 
which  aftonifhed  all  Europe,  who  fuppofed  France  tb  ht 
quite  exhaiiAed  °. 

In  confequeftce  of  thefe  great  aids,  the  king  atigmetited  his  fj^^t  ^^^ 
forces ;  and,  upon  the  refignation  of  the  good  old  cohftable  kin£s 
Fiennes,   detefihltied  to  recall   Bertranddu  Guejlin  Out  oitndnage' 
Spain  ;  who  not  only  very  readily  obeyed,  tho*  amply  prO-  ment  it  h 
vided  for  by  the  king  of  Cajiile,  but  ncgociated  and  figned  a  carried 9n 
treaty  with  that  monarch,  by  which  he  agreed  to  affift  king  '^}*^  *^" 
Charles  with  a  force  by  fea.    On  the  arrival  of  this  celebrated  '^^^^Sf, 
officer  in  France ^  he  was  firft  emf)loyed  in  Guienne,  where  ^, 
the  king's  brother  made  no  fcruple  of  ferving  under  him,"^^  ''* 
tho'  he  had  no  title,  or  fo  much  as  a  regular  command  *"; 
He  recovered  many  places  in  a  ftiort  fpace  of  time,  arid  had, 
without  doubt,  made  a  greater  progrefs,  if  the  king  had  not 
fent  for  him  to  oppofe  Sir  Robert  Knolles ;  who,  with  a  body  of 
EngHJb  forces,  after  having  ravaged  Champagne^  advanced 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  and  burnt  fome  fmall  towns 
in  tlie  fight  of  that  city,  where  the  king  was  with  a  con- 
fid^able  number  of  troops ;  but  he  would  not  be  drawn 
Out,  or  run  any  hazard  :  on  the  arrival  of  Berirand,  he  had 
the  fword  of  conftable  delivered  to  him,  and  was  direfted, 
V^rith  a'  fmall  fum  of  money,  to  raife  what  forces  he  could  q. 
The  king  might  have  given  him  greater  forces,  but  he  was 
afraid  he  would  hazard  a  battle.     The  conftable,  with  the 
few  troops  he  had,  ftopp<jd  the  progrefs  of  Knolles,  and  re- 
covered moft  of  the  places  he  had  taken :  the  king  com- 
mended his  prudence  highly,  tho'  now  and  then  he  ventured 
on  a  bold  ftroke.    His  fuccefs  revived  the  fpirit  of  the  French 
nation,  and  made  them  endure  with  patience  the  heavy  taxe^ 
which  the  laft  afTembly  of  the  ftates  had  impofed,  the  rather 
becaufe  the  king  took  the  precaution  of  engaging  the  clergjr 
every- where  to  preach  up  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  to  urge 
the  neccffity  of  continuing  a  war,  that  was  of  equal  irii-     ^-^^ 
portance  to  the  crown  jind  to  the  people  r.     About  this  time     *  37®*. 
died  pope  Urban  the  fifth,  who  had  done  that  monarch  ef- 
fentiai   fervices,'  and  who  was  fucceeded  by  Gregory   the 
eleventh,  ^Vhom  he  likewife  gained  to  his  fide.     To  balance 
thefe  advantages,  king  Edward  dr eW  over  the  duke  of  GueU 
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derland  to  his  party,  and  would  have  made  a  greater  progrefe 
amongft  the  princes  of  the  empire,  if  CharlesYi2id^  not  prevent- 
ed him,by  augmenting  their  penfions,  and  by  inviting  feveral 
of  them  to  his  court,  where  they  were  treated  with  all  poffible 
attention  and  refpeft.     He  could'not,  ^however,  prevent  the 
Xing  of  Navarre  from  pafling  privately  intp  Englandy  where 
he  concluded  the  treaty  of  Clarendon  with  king  Edward^  the 
fubftancc  of  which  was  not  known  in  France  till  fome  years 
after ;  but  Charles^  however,  took  his  mcafures  fo  prudeittly, 
that  it  had  no  efFeft  ». 
Methods         The  conftable  returned  ii>  the  winter  to  PariSy  and  con- 
taken  to    certed  with  the  king  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign ;  in 
freugtben  regard  to  which  the  greateft  difficulty  was  to  find  the  funds 
bisallU     requifite  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.     By  the  counfel  of 
ancesy  to    du  Guejlin,  the  king  gave  a  gentle  fqueeze  to  the  officers  of 
prolong      i^js  treafury,  who,  it  was  fufpefted,  had  ftolc,  but  who,  it 
tbenvary   ^^g  certain,  could  fpare :  he  borrowed  likewife  large  fums  of 
^eart  tbe  *^^  lawyers  :  and  the  clergy,  who  havirig  fo  often  declared  to 
^j^^^       the  people  the  jnfticc  of  the  war,  could  not  refufe  to  fupport 
prince.       ^^'     ^^^  t^^^fe  Were  temporary  expedients,  which  the  kiog 
knew  might,'  in  their  confequences,  do  him  more  hurt  than 
good ;  and  therefore  he  appointed  commif&ries  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  troops,  who  accounted  to  the  conftable,  and  the 
conftable  to  the  king  ;  and  out  of  the  money  he  /Taved,  he 
^unftually  paid  his  debts  '.     He  had  this  year  five  corps  ia 
the  field ;  none  of  any  great  force,  but  fufficient  to  take  towns^ 
more  efpecially  by  intelligence,  and  to  harrafs  the  Englijb 
army,  inftead  of  coming  to  a  battle ;  for  he  ftill  remembered 
Crejy  and  Poitiers  ;  tho'  he  kept  a  numerous  body  of.  troops 
about  his  perfon,  that  he  might  pu(h  any  extraordinary  fuccefs, 
or  repair  any  unforefeen  misfortune,  without  delay  ".     The 
king  of  Navarre,  who  was  returned  from  England  into  Nor* 
mandy,  perceiving  that  he  made  war  with  foccefs,  and  took 
all  his  meafures  with  fo  much  precautioQ,  confented,  upon 
hoftages  given,  to  confer  with  the  king,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  him,  and  left  his  children  in  his  hands,  notwithftanding 
.  his  late  treaty  with  England.     For,  knowing  that  neither  oi 
thefq  monarchs  wiflied  him  well,  he  held  it  bcft,  either  by 
force  or  by  fraud,  to  provide  for   himfeif ''.     About  this 
time  Charps  of  France  concluded  a  treaty  with  Robert  king  of 
ScotSy  aad  eftablifhed  the  Scots  gens  d'arms  at  a  hundred 
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jneo ;  but  it  was  St.  Lewis  who  firft  formed  this  corps,  fe- 
trufting  his  perfon  to  twenty-four  of  that  nation  *.  7*he 
cardinal  bifhop  of  Beauvais,  perceiving  how  inGompatiblc  it 
was  to  be  the  counfellor  of  the  king  and  the  pope  at  the  fame 
tjme^  laid  down  his  office  of  chancellor,  in  which,  however, 
he  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother ;  for  it  was  not  the  -A,  D. 
king's  cuftom  to  difgrace  his  miniftersy.  In  the  mean  time  '3i7** 
the  prince  of  Wales ^  vexed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  Frenchy  re- 
iblved  to  recover  Limoges^  which  he  fufpefted  had  been  de- 
livered to  them  by  treachery;  and,  having  reduced  it,  he 
caufed  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  put  to  the  fword* 
.This  was  his  laft  exploit ;  for,  perceiving  the  people  chagrined^ 
being  himfelfafflifted  for  the  lofsof  his  fon  Edward^  and,  in 
a  manner,  wore  out  by  his  difeafe,  he  returned  into  England. 
He  left  the  government  of  y^ytti/^/fz^?  to  his  brother  John  duke 
of  Lancaftery  having  firft  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  from  the 
barons,  who  troubled  themfelves  little  about  it  after  his  de* 
parture  ;  for  the  impofidon,  feuage,  and  other  duties,  had 
alienated  their  aiFeftions,  which  he  formerly  commanded  *. 

By  the  treaty  which  the  conftable  had  concluded  with  2) ^^  fJen- 
Henry  king  of  Cajiiley  that  prince  was  bound  to  affift  the  ^y  of  Caf- 
French  ihonarch  with  a  fleet;  and  as  he  would  certainly  have  tile/ends 
done  this  out  of  gratitude,  fo  he  was  not  the  lefs  willing  to  a  feet  u 
do  it  when,  from  an  unexpefted  event,  it  became  vifibly  his  theaffift^ 
intereft.     The  duke  of  Lancajier^  having  efpoufed  the  daugh-  «»^  ^f 
ter  of  Don  Peter  the  Cruel,  aflumcd  thereupon  the  title  of  ^^^.'^^^» 
king  of  Caftile  and  teon  ;  foon  after  which  he  returned  to  ^ 
England  with  his  brother,  who  had  married  her  younger  y^^^^^^^ 
filler,  ^  leaving  the  command  in  Jquitaine  to  the  famdus  ^^'^'' 
captalV<?  Such,  with  the  title  of  conftable.     Don  Henry, 
who  knew  the  connexions  which  the  duke  of  Lancafter  had 
with  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  fufpefting  his  intentions  to 
make  a  new  irruption  into  Spain,  in  cafe   the  war  with 
France  had  a  favourable  iflue,  fent  a  fleet  of  forty  fail  of 
large  ftiips,  ajad  thirteen  frigates,  with  inftruftions  to  aft  as 
the  king  of  France  fliould  direft  «.     Charles,  having  early 
intelligence  of  a  great  fuccour,  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  d(  Pembroke y  that  was  to  be  fent  to  RocheHe,  gave  timely 
notice  of  it  to  the  Cajiitian  admiral ;  who  attacked  that  fleet 
on  the  eve  of  St.  John,  within  fight  of  the  port ;  and,  being 
mudi  fuperior  in  ftrength,  defeated,  and  almoft  deftroyed  it 
entirely,  made  the  earl  of  Pembroke^  with  many  other  perfons 

^  MS.  de  la  Biblioth.  du  Roi,  c.  S3$4.  ^  Annales  de 

France.  "^  Ancien.  Chron.de  France,  H.  Kmvchton. 

*  Annales  de  France, 

•  H  h  a      ^  of 


468  Tie  Hiftorj  of  France.  B.  XIX. 

of  diftinftion,  prifoaers,  and,  amongft  other  large  veflels^ 
funk  that  which  had  the  treafure  on  board  for  the  pay  of  the 
troops ;  fo  that  it  may  be  very  truly  affirmed  Don  Henry  re- 
paid, by  this  naval  fuccour  fo  opportunely  given,  whatever 
iupport  or  aflillance  he  had  received  from  the  French  crown  \ 
The  conftable  du  Guejlin  took  advantage  of  the  conllernatioa 
this  occafioned .  to  make  an  irruption  into  PwVoz/,  where  he 
took  feveral  places  of  great  ftrength,  and  afterwards  joined 
the  duke  of  Berry  in  the  Limojin,  It  is,  however,  uncertain 
what  the  fate  of  the  war  would  have  been,  if  the  captal  de 
Buch  had  continued  to  command ;  but  he,  being  furprifed  and 
taken  prifoner  in  a  (kirmifli,  was  fent  to  Paris ,  where  he  was 
confined  in  the  temple ;  and,  tho*  immenfefums  were  offered 
for  his  liberty,  he  ended  his  days  there,  after  five  years  con- 
finement ^, 
7 be  con-  IMMEDIATELY  after  this  accident,  Poitiers  opened  her 
ftable  du  gales  to  the  conftable ;  at  which  the  king  was  fo  agreeably  far- 
Guefiin  prifed,  that  he  declared  noble  the  mayor,  the  fl^eriffs,  their 
ionquers  defcendeiits  and  fucceflbrs  ;  St.  John  de  Angeli,  Tail/ehourg, 
great  part  j^ngoule/me,  Xaintes,  and  feveral  other  places,  followed  the 
iT  'f  rti  example  of  Poitiers.  The  city  of  Rochelle  would  willingly 
^ff/r  ^^^^  followed  their  example,  but  there  was  an  Englifb  gar- 
fojfej/t9tu,  ^.j.^^  .^  ^j^^  caftle.  The  French  mayor  was  too  hard  for  the 
Engiijb governor,  whom  he  invited  to  dinner,  and  produced 
to  him  an  old  letter,  under  king  Edward's  f«al,  knowing  that 
the  governor  could  not  read  ;  who,  after  he  looked  upon  it 
a  little  time,  returned  it.  You  fee,  faid  the  mayor,  that  the* 
king  commands  we  ftiould  mufter  both  our  garrifons  toge- 
ther, that  the  people  may  be  better  acquainted  with,  and 
have  greater  confidence  in,  each  other,  and  I  ftiall  leave  the 
time  and  manner  to  you.  The  governor  drawing  out  his 
garrifon  the  next  day,  the  mayor  furprifed  the  caftle ;  but, 
before  he  would  render  the  place  to  the  conftable,  he  in- 
fiftcd  upon  having  the  king's  confcnt  to  raze  that  fortrefs,  and 
a  charter  for  the  town  as  ample  as  that  of  Paris  ;  both  which 
were  obtained,  and  the  mayor  aftually  demoliftied  the  caftle 
before  he  delivered  the  keys  **.  The  progrefs  of  the  jcon- 
ftiible's  arms  received  fome  check  from  the  gallant  defence  of 
Fotitenai'/e-Comte,  in  which  the  lady  of  Sir  John  Harpedon 
commanded ;  who,  tho'  young  and  handfome,  expofed  her 
perfon  as  much  as  any  private  man  during  the  fiege,  and 
even  when  the  place  came  to  be  ftormed,  nor  once  offered 
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to  capitulate,  till  on  the  point  of  being  taken ;  when  the  con- 
flable,  who  was  a  gallant  man,  gave  her  leave  to  prefcribc 
her  own  terms.  The  remains  of  the  Englijb  officers  and 
troops  threw  themfelves  into  ThouarSy  which  was  a  very 
ftrong  place,  and  which  they  meant  to  defend  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity •  but  the  conftable  offering  to  allow  them  till  the 
feail  of  St.  Michael  for  the  fuccours  they  expefted,  they 
confented  to  furrender,  if  not  relieved  by  Idng  Edward  or 
the  prince  of  Wales  *.  ^Ai/^rrf  aflembled  and  embarked  aii 
army,  commanded  by  himfelf  and  his  fons,  which,  if  it  had 
arrived  in  time,  might  yet  have  changed  the  face  of  affairs ;  \ 

,but,  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  they  were  conilrained, 
not  without  great  hazard,  to  regain  the  Englijb  coafl ;  fo 
that,  at  the  time  appointed,  Thoiiars  fubmitted  ^  The  con- 
ftab]e  had  afterwards  the  good  fortune  to  beat  John  d  Evret/x, 
who  came  with  twelve  hnndfed  men  at  arms  to  relieve  the 
caftle  of  Chijaiy  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  place,  and  fur* 
prifcd  Niorp^  which  was  flronger,  and  of  greater  confe- 
quence,  all  in  a  day ;  fo  that  Poitou  was  entirely  reduced, 
and  the  kipg  gave  that  county  to  his  brother  the  duke  of  .  L. 
Berry  «.  The  beft  part  of  the  expence  of  this-  campaign  , '--* 
was  borne  by  the  Jews^  to  whom  the  king  fold  a  permiffion 
to  remain  ten  years  longer  in  Frnncey  Mt  a  very  high  rate ; 
tho'  this  event  is  placed  lower  in  his  reign  by  many  hiflo- 


rians  **. 


,    The  duke  of  Bretagne,  who,   as  we  have  (hewn,  GWlDukeof 
maintained  his  connedlions  with  the  Englijb  nation,  as  having  Bretagne, 
«  grateful  remembrance,  that,  to  their  affiflance,  he  owed  ^^^^i 
his  dominions,  found  himfelf  in  a  wretched  dilemma  from  ^1^*!^  ^ , 
Che  ambition  and  artifice  of  the  king,  who  never  difcovered  ^  1  'f?*   . 
his  difcontent  till  it  was  in  his  power  to  make  himfelf  felt  2>minilns 
feverely.     The  conftable  and  Oliver  de  Clijfon  were  not  the  andjer^es 
pnly  ^r^fi?.*?/ provided  for  in  his  fervice ;  and,  beftdes  thofe  wWfr //&e 
in  his  pay,  he  had  many  of  the  nobility  in  penfion ;  fo  that  Englilh* 
he  ran  no  great  hazard  in  fummoning  the  duke  to  attend 
him.  as  his  vaflTal,  with  all  the  forces  he  could  raife.     It  was 
in  vain  that  he  pleaded  he  was  allowed  a  neutrality  by  the 
treaty  of  Bretigrry  ;  it  was  to  little  purpofe  he  diftingui(hed 
between  his  homage  for  the  duchy,  and  for  his  couhty  of 
Montfort  K     The  conftable  entered  Bretagne,  with  an  army, 
on  one  fide,  Oliver  Clijfon^  with  his  forces,  on  the  other, 
flie  nobility  and  the  people  revolted  in  moft  places  ;  fo  that, 
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.bftvlag  diftributed  the  Englijb  fuccour§  into  Breft^  and  fomp 
other  towns  of  importance,  he  retired  into  England  ^.     But 
It  was  not  long  before  he  returned  with  John  duke  of  tan' 
rafter  J  who  debarked  at  Calais  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
men,  with  which  he  propofed  to  reftore  his  father's  affairs, 
^nd  to  rival  his  brother's  great  exploits  in  that  kingdom.  He 
began  his  march  towards  the  end  oijuly^  and  pafTed  through 
Picardy  and   Champagne^   leaving  behind  him  every-wher$ 
Efficient  marks  of  his  refentment.     Charles  had  three  armies 
in  the  field ;  one  commanded  by  his  brother  the  duke  of 
Burgundy t  another  by  his  coufin  the  duke  of  Bourbon^  and 
a  third  by  the  conftable,  which  confifled  chiefly  of  cavalry. 
JBefidcs  theie  the  king  had  a  corps  of  four  thoufand  gens 
d'arms,  and  a  numerous  body  of^  infantry,  under  his  com- 
mand  *.     The  two  dukes  coafted  the  Englijh  army  on  each 
|idc,  the  conftable  followed  in  the  rear,  fo  that  there  were 
frequent  fkirmiihes  ;  but  as  none  of  them  had*  a  ftrength 
fufEci/ent,  and  were  befides  reflrained  by  the  king's  orders, 
there  was  no  battle.  The  duke  of  Bretagne  preflTed  the  duke 
of  Lancajler  to  march  into  his  duchy ;  but    that  prince  per- 
.  fifting  in  his  refolution  to  proceed  to  Cuienney  there  was  ne^ 
ver  anier  a  right  undcrflanding  between  them  •".     The  duke 
ojF  Lancajler y  however,  purfwed  his  own  meafure,  traverfed 
Burgundy  and  Juvergne  with  great  rapidity,  and  fuffered  fo 
much  in  this  long  march  through  an  enemy's  country,  that, 
when  he  arrived,  in   the  Chrj/lmas  holidays,  in  the  nejgh^ 
bourhood  of  Bourdeaux,  he  had  fcarce  a  fifth  part  of  his  zhnj 
left.    In  the  courfe  of  this  year,'  the  king  lofl  his  two  great 
miniflers,  the  chancellor  and  his  brother  the  cardinal  ds 
Beauvais.     He  replaced  the  former  by  Peter  d'Jrgemont,  by 
the  eleftion  of  the  parliament,  and  the  latter  by  thebifhop  of 
j^miens^  by  his  own  choice ;  but,  tho'  fortunate  in  thefe  re- 
ipe<5ls,  yet  this  year  was  alike  fatal  in  Italy  and  England,  as 
well  as  France,  by  a  fevers  famine,  and  by  a  devouring  pcfK- 
Jencc  that  followed  it ".     The  king,  however,  did  all  he 
tould  to  keep  up  thefpirits  of  his  people,  and  obliged  the 
plergy  to  do  all  that  was  in  their  power  likewife  to  cherifh 
find  relieve  them  ;  fhewing  fuch  a  vigilance  and  aftivity, 
even  in  the  minutefl  things  that  regarded  the  public  welfare, 
^s  pontributed  greatly  to  maintain  a  tranquility  that  had  ne- 
ver been  feen  .befor,e  under  circumftances  of  a  like  kind,  and 
V^hjch  f:pntributed  as  much  to  the  fupport  of  his  <Jbarafter, 
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and.  preferviDg  the  affeftions  pf  his  peqple,  as  the  vI(f^Qries 
he  had  gaiixed,  and  the  great  turn  he  had  given  to  the  affairs 
of  France  9.      '       , 

The  pope,  who  had  fent  repeated  admonitions,  and  cm- Charles 
ployed  different  legates   to  reconcile   the  tw6  k'mgs,  now  confents  to 
preffed  things  fo  warmly,    and   fet   the  epidemic  difeafes « //-ar ^, 
reigning  throughout  thei'r  dominions  in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  that  and  makes 
they,  at  length,   agreed  ^ to  fend  their  plenipotentiaries  lonfeofitto 
Bruges^  in  ord^r  to  conclude  a  peace,  or  at  leaft  a  truce.  ^^P^^^. 
At  the  head  of  thefe  plenipotentiaries,  on  one  fide,  were  the  ^^^  ^^^'f^' 
king's  brothers,  Le^u  duke  of  Anjou  and  Philip  diike  qi^^^^i^f 
Burgundy  y  and  at  the  head  of  the  other  John  duke  of  Lan-    ^*^¥* 
rafter.   All  hopes  of  peace  were  loft,  by  the  Englijb  inilfting 
peremptorily,  that   Edward  (hould   hold   Guienm  in   fove- 
reignty ;  to  which  the  French  would  not  hearken.  At  lengthy 
however,  a  truce  was  concluded  for  a  year;  but  withoi|t 
making  any  mention  of  Bretagne  P.     This  was  a  great  ftroke 
of  policy  between  the  two  kings,  to  relieve  their  own  terq- 
tories,  and  give  their  fubjefts  time  to  bueathe ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  to  nourifli  the  flame  of  war  iot  ^  corn^,  that  fuch 
as  wanted  either  a  will,   or  the  means,   of  being  quiet, 
might  find  employment,  and  prevent   fhe  reviving  of  the     A.D. 
companions.     Inconfequence  of  this,  John  duke  of  Bretagne    1374- 
returned  into  his  own  dominions,  with  a  confiderable  body 
of  Englijb  troops  ;  where,   from  the  inveterate  fpirjt  th^t 
prevailed  between  the  two  parties,  much  blood  was  fhed^ 
the  djike  confidering  the  oppofite  party  a?  rebels,  and  Oliver 
Clijfon  openly  profefling  his  intention  to  exterminate   th.e 
Englijh^  tho'  he  had  fejved  amongft  them  with  great  vigour 
in  the  beginning  of  this  war.     The  duke,  however,   was 
very  near  feizing  him,  and  moft  of  thje  other  chiefs,  whom 
he  had  reducect  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  to  whom  he  re- 
fufed  all  terms,  if  they  had  not  been  refcued  from  his  yenge- 
iuice  by   renewing   the  truce  of  Bruges  for  another  year ; 
in  which  Bretagne  was  included  \    Charles  williqgly  feized 
thefe  fliort  intervals  of  peace,  in  order  to  accopplifh  many 
things  be  had  in  his  mind  for  the  benefit  of  himfelf,  his 
family,  and  his  people.   He  made  an  edidl:  to  fix  the  njajority 
of  the  kings  of  France  at  their  entrance  into  their  fourteenth  * 

year ;  whereas  Philip  the  Hardy  had  fixed  it  at  fourteen  com- 
plete, Charles  caufed  this  edift  to  be  jregjftred  in  parlia- 
ment, and  then  declared  it  a  fundamental  and  hrevocabl^ 
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law  of  the  kingdom  ^  The  death  of  his  uncle  the  duke  of 
Orleans  was  a  lofs  to  him  in  fome  refpedVs ;  but  it  augiiiented 
his  revenue  confiderably.  He  was  fo  provident,  that,  from 
the  time  of  the  firft  truce,  his  cojfFers  were  always  full,  and 
yet  there  was  never  a  prince  more  liberal.  He  was  con- 
tinually giving  lands  and  eftaies  to  the  conllable/  who  fold 
them  almoft  as  faft  as  he  received  them,  and  fpent  the 
money ;  yet  he  was  fo  far  from  being  extravagant,  that  he 
did  hot  fo  much  as  aiFeft  magnificence ;  but  he  fuffered  no 
ferviceto  pafs  unrewarded,  he  left  no  man  of  merit  that  he 
'  knew  in  diflrefs '.     The  king,  who  was  perfeftly  informed 

^^^^*    of  this,  took  care  to  fupport  a  generofity  that  was  of  fuch 
life  to  his  fervice.     The  king  did  the  like  with  regard  to  his 
ininifters :  he  had  many  in  different  departments,  and,  in 
cafes  of  difficulty,  he  took  the  advice  of  them  all ;  reported 
them  to  three  or  four  perfpns  in  his  cabinet,  and  determined 
with  them  what  was  to  be  done.     His  maxim  was,  that, 
even  in  n^atters  of  flate,  reafbning  might  be  public,  provided 
the  refolutipn  was  kept  fecret  f. 
Jiimaies       The  next  year  died  the  great  terror  of  France^  Echvard 
ft/g  of  the  ^c  black  prince,  for  whom  the  king  caufed  a  folemn  fervice 
death  of    tb  be  performed ;  not  fo  much,  fay  the  Fr^fwcA  writers,  out 
the  ivince  of  refpeft  to  their  kindred,  as  through  efteem  for  his  per- 
£/*  Wales,  fon,  and  for  his  virtues.     Immediately  after,  and  he  could 
and  of  king  jjQt  have  chofe  a  more  proper  feafpn,  he  publlfhed  a  general 
Edward,   amnefty  ;  knowing  that  there  were  many  of  his  fubjefts  who 
iorutn  the  j^^^  hitherto  adhered  to  the  EngUfb  interefts  purely  out  of 
tbeEtiZ'  &^^^^^^^  ^^^  afFeftion  to  the  prince  of  JVales^  and  it  had  a 
lifh,  igood  effect  ",     It  happened  otherwife  in  refpeft  to  the  em- 

'  '"'  balTy  he  fent  to  Jvig?ion,  in  order  to  difluade  pope  Gregory 

from  returning  to  Rcme  ;  and  this  notwithftanding  he  fent 
his  brother  and  the  duke  of  Jnjou.  The  truce  was  renewed 
for  another  year  ;  but  the  hopes  conceived  on  both  fides  for  a 
peace  were  defeatecl.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  Charles 
had  never  any  intention  to  conclude  it ;  for  at  this  time  he 
enter-ed  into  frefti  alliances  with  the  kings  of  Cq/iile  and 
'Scotland ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  truce  was  expired,  the  joint 
'fleets  of  France  and  Spain  came  upon  ihe Englijh  coafts,  made 
feveral  defcents,  and  attempted  more ;  but,  except  burning 
the  town  of  Rye^  did  nothing  very  confxderable.  It  was  by 
the  prifoners  takeii  in  this  expedition  that  the  French  had , 
an  s^ceount  of  king  Ed-ward's  death  ;  which  happened  near  a 
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month  before,  biit  had  been  concealed  by  an  embargo^. 
This  was  a  kind  of  fignal,  upon  which  the  armies  of  Charles 
attacked  the  Englijb  on  all  fides.  One  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Burgundy y  entered  Artois  ;  another  en- 
tered Auvergne^  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Berry  ; 
that  which  afted  in  Guienne  was  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
j^nJGU ;  and  the  forces  in  Bretagne  were  under  the  conftable  : 
.  the  king  himfelf  had  a  very  powerful  body  of  troops,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  repair  any  accident  that  happened  through 
the  chance  of  war.  The  conftable  joined  the  duke  oi  Bur- 
gundy ^  who  found  it  difficult  to  deal  with  Sir  Thomas  Eeltm 
and  the  fenefchal  of  Bourdeaux.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the 
conft^ible  attacked  and  defeated  them,  making  both  their 
commanders  prifoners  of  war  *.  This  yi<5tory  was  fo  well  A.  D. 
purfued,  that,  at  tjie  clofe  of  the  campaign,  Bayonn^  and  *377- 
Bourdedux,  with  the  diftrifts  about  them,  and  the  fortrefs 
of  Calais^  with  its  dependencies,  were  all  the  places  left  to 
England  on  the  continent.;  and  a  ftrong  appearance  there  was 
that  they  would  nor  long  keep  thefe  ;  for,  befides  the  weak- 
nefs  natural  to  a  minority,  there  were  already  great  divifions 
in  the  Englijb  councils  ^, 

It  is  reckoned  a  very  Angular  honour  by  the  French  hifto-  7*^^  g^^ 
rians  to  this  reign,  that  the  emperor  Charles  the  fourth,  ^ndperor 
his  (on  Wencejlaus  king  of  the  Romans,  came  to  make  the  Chai:]es 
king,  who  was  the  emperors  nephew,  a  vifit  at  Paris.  They  lY,*viJtts 
were  received  with  all  poffible  marks  of  refpeft,  and  enter-  the  king  at 
tained  with  all  imaginable  kindnefs;  "as  well  as  with  the  ut-  P^"*  . 
moft  magnificence ;  but,  with  all  this,  Charles  took  care  not'^^^^^' 
to  pufli  his  complaifance  fo  far  as  to  afford  the  fmallefl:  foun-  ^^^ 
dation  for  thofe  claims  of  fuperiority,  which  fome  princes  ^^the 
have  been  inclined  to  make  from  being  inverted  with  the  im-  ^z^,*  ^r 
perial  dignity.     He  took  occafion^  on  the  contrary,  to  make  Navarre, 
fome  ufe  of  this  interview,  by  procuring  his  fon  the  dauphin 
to  be  declared  perpetual  vicar  in  the  county  of  Dauphine,  and 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  juries,  which  were  ftill  reputed  de- 
pendent on  the  emperor*.     About  this  time  happened  the 
famous  procefs  againft  the  king  of  Navarre^  on  a  charge  of 
intending  to  procure  the  king  to  be  poifoned ;  for  which  fome 
perfons  fuffered,  and  that  king  lofl:  his  valuable  pofl^eflions  in 
Normandy y  by  which  he  had  been  fo  troublefome  to  the 
the  French  crown,  and  his  lordfhip  oi  Montpellier\  which 
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was  all  he  had  for  the  ihe  counties  of  Champagri^  ^d  BrU, 
and  the  duchy  of  Burgundy ;  and  at  this  very  junfture  be 
was  on  the  point  of  being  deprived  of  the  reft  of  his  domi.- 
nions,  by  the  infant  of  Cqftile ;  but  Ed-ward  the  third  was 
now  dead,  which  abated  the  terror  of  the  Englijb  arms  ». 
.  The  reigning  queen  of  France y  and  the  dowager  queen  Joan, 
dec^afed   this  year;  which  gave  tjie  king  great  concern. 
Pope  Gregory  the  eleventh  alfo  died^  upon  which  the  car- 
dinals elefted  an  Italian  prelate,  who  afliimed  the  name  qf 
Urban ;  but,  as  he  had  the  misfortune  to  difoblige  the  cardi- 
"A- 1^-     nal  oi  Amiens 9  the  French  minifter,  whom  be  charged  with 
'37*«     being  an  enemy  to  peace,  he  and  his  aflbciates  chofc  an- 
other, who  fook  the  name  of  Ckment  the  feventh,  fixed 
his  refidence  at  Avi^nout  and  procured  himfelf  to  be  ac- 
Jcnowleged  by  all  the  crowns  in  ajlian<^  with  France,  except 
the  king  of  Cqftile^  who  would  acknoMege  neither  ^,  but 
maintained  a  prudent  and  exaft  neutrality. 
fhe  death      The  king  thought  h«  could  not  have  any  fea(bp  more  - 
^Charles  proper  for  executing  the  great  defign  he  had  formed,  of  an- 
y.  nexing  the  duchy  of  Bretagne  to  the  aown  ;  in  order  to 

which  he  proceeded  againS  the  duke  before  the  court  of 
peers  in  parliament,  with  all  poflible  folemnity ;  procured 
him  to  be  attainted  of  felony,  and  his  duchy,  with  the  reft 
of  the  lands  he  held,  to  be  confifcated,  aotwithftanding  the 
oppofition  given  by  the  widow  of  Charles  de  Blots,  in  refpeft 
to  the  claim  of  her  children  on  theextinftion  of  the  reigning 
houCs  *^.  But,  contrary  to  all  probability,  what  was  intended 
JFor  the  ruin,  produced  the  reftoration,  of  the  duke ;  for  the 
nobility,  who  hacj  hitherto  followed  the  French  party,  re- 
volted, recalled  and  received  their  natural  prince,  witii  ajl 
poflible  teftimonies  of  loyalty  and  afFeftion,  and  drove  the  French 
out  of  the  province.  The  king,  liftening  to  the  inlinuations 
of  the  cardinal  of  Amiens,  (hewed  Tome  coldnefs  to  the  conftable, 
who  thereupon  offered  to  refign  hi3  office,  and  to  retire  into 
A  T)  Cq/iile  ;  frQi?i  which  he  was,  with  great  difficulty,  diverted ; 
'  *  and  even  then  declared,  without  ceremony,  that  he  would 
-  ^*  not  fcrye  againft  his  country  **.  Anotljer  egregious  flip  of  the 
jdng  was,  the  difbandiog  at  once  all  the  Breton  officers  and 
"foldier?  in  his  feryfce  ;  by  which  the  duke  was  furniihed 
^ith  a  complete  arniy  of  his  own  fubjefts,  formed  and  dif- 
clplined  at  the  expence  of  France  j  with  which  he  caia^ 
fuch  advantages  as  produced  a  negociation,  and  a  Tort  of 
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projcft  for  a  peace.     The  Engii/b,  while  the  king  was  tbn^ 
occupied,  began  to  reftore  their  ailairs,  and  had  recovered 
folne  con/iderable  places  in  Gui^rme,  and  fcveral  caftles  in 
^uvergne  and  thtLimqfin.     The  conftable  was  fent,  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops,  to  reprefs  thero  ;  and  withthefe 
he*  laid  fiege  to   the  caftle  qf  Chateauneuf  de  Randan^   in 
which  there  was  a  numerous  garrifon  ;  who,  after  a  long 
£ege,  entered  into  a  capitulation,  by  which  they  promifed 
to  Turrender,  in  cafe  they  were  not  relieved  by  the  twelfth  of 
July,  On  that  very  day  the  conftable  died>  and  the  governor 
of  the  fortrefs,  notwithftanding,  brought  the  keys,  and  kid 
them  at  the  feet  of  his  corpfe  *.  The  king,  as  he  had  reafon. 
cxprefled  great  concern  for  his  death,  and  ordered  his  body 
to  be  interred  in  the  abby  of  St,  Denis,  between  the  tomb  of 
the  queen  his  wife,  aiul  that  intended  for  himfelf.     The  earl 
of  Buckingham,  uncle  to  Richard  the  fecond,  arrived  at  (^aJais 
with  a  ftrong  corps  of  tr<X)ps,  and  traverfed  ap  France^  the' 
not  without  ibme  lofs,  in  order  to  throw  himfelf  into  xha 
country  of  Guienne ;  which  he,  at  length,  performed  ;  and, 
before  the  king  could  well  receive  adride  of  this,  he  was  ad- 
vcrtifed,  by  the  flopping  of  the  iCTue  in  his  arm,  that  he  had 
but  a  fmall  time  to  live  *".     Be  thereupon  fent  for  the  dukes 
of  Berry,  Burgundy,  and  Bourbon^  to  whom  he  gave  his  laft 
,  InAruftioDS  as  to  the  goveroxnent  ^during  his  fon's  xninorixy^ 
advifed  them  to  give  the  conftable's  fword  to  Oliver  deCUffen^  ,  ' 

to  marry  the  young  king  to  a  princeTs.of  Germany,  in  order 
to  ftrengthen  their  alliances,  and  to  remove,  as  fpeedUy  as  k 
was  poffible,  that  hfeavy  load  of  taxes  which  ^fee  neceffiti^s 
of  the  times  had  obliged  him  to  impofe.  He  fupported  the 
approach  of  death  with  great  conftancy  of  mind,  aqd,  in 
Us  laft  moments,  (hewed  much  piety,  and  a  perfedl  resigna- 
tion. He  breathed  his  lafl  at  a  country  palace  near  the  wgpd 
of  Vineennesy  in  the /forty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  feven- 
teenth  of  his  reign  S,  exceedingly  r^at^d  by  his  f|iibj^9£jbsv 
and  refpeded,  as  a  wHe  and  religious  monardiy  l^  all  ^ 
princes  of  Europe  (D), 
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priaoe  was  as  muchcelefbvated  fully,  and  Jietrd  patiently  rbW^ 

in  his  life  time  as  after -his  de-  in  the  end,  fquared  his  a^^ioas 

mife,  and  yet  it  was  nptmore  by  his  o>vn  judgment," whjlck     * 

confider^We  than  his  m^d^fiy.  was  always  acknowleged  to  be^ 

lie  did  goothing  without  ad-  right,   be^:aa&  it  was  always 

attended 
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Charlc$        Charles  the  fixth,  at  the  time  of  hi$  father's  deceafe,  was 
Vl./uc^    about  twelve  years  old^  and  confequeotly  under  the  n^ceflity 

,      •       .      of 


attended  with  fuccefs  ( i ).  He 
had  a  fingutar  felicity  in  judg- 
ing of  the  chara^ers  of  men, 
which  was  much  afiifted  by  his 
converfing  with  them  very  fami- 
liarly. He  chofe  his  ininiiVers 
and  bis  generals  with  great  cau- 
tion ;  but  he  treated  them  with 
confidence,  and  never  difgraced 
them.  He  had  an  eye  to  every 
thin^  himfelfy  and  he  had  two 
maxims  in  oeconomy  that  were 
very  remarkable.  The  firR^  was, 
that  he  paid  liberally;  for  he 
had  a  notion,  that,  when  a  king 
was  cheaply  ferved,  he  was 
generally  cheated  :  and  he  paid 
in  ready  money,  without  de- 
duAion ;  which,  he  thought, 
went  as  far  again  (z).  He  left 
an  immenfe  treafure  behind 
,him,  for  which  he  has  been 
cenfured  by  fome,  and  com- 
mended by  others ;  but,  with- 
out queftion,  his  aim  in  collect- 
ing it  was  good.  He  had  feen 
the  monarchy  on  the  very  point 
of .perifhing  for  want  of  money, 
and  this,  as  wife  as  he  was, 
made  him  think  he  could  never 
have  too  much ;  he  repented 
this  when  it  was  too  late,  and 
temitted  fome  of  the  heaviefi 
taxes  the  very  day  that  he. 
died  (3).  He  was  the  founder 
pf  the  royal  library,  which  is 
now  become  one  of  the  princi- 
pal ornaments  of  France ;  he  ► 
left  therein  nine  hundred  vo- 


lumes ;  whereas  hisTather  king 
yoifn  had  not  above  twenty  f  4), 
He  was  rather  knowing  than 
learned;  but  he  was  a  lover  of 
learning,  and  a  great  patron  of 
learned  men,  and  took  fo  much 
pleafure  in  their  'converfation, 
that  fome  of  the  nobility,  who 
were  not  of  that  number,  took 
it  amifs ;  upon  which  Charles 
faid  once  what  ought  to  be  ever 
remembered,  "  Jtis  true  I  love 
'<  (clerks)  men  of  letters,  and  1 
**  hope  my  fucceffors  will  ever 
"  etteem  them  ;  for  fo  long  aa 
**  learning  is  cheriQied  and 
*'  promoted,  fo  long  (hall  this 
*•  monarchy  flourilh,  and, when 
•*  it  lofes  its  reputation,  this 
"  kingdom  will  dwindle  and 
"  decay  (5)."  '  His  private  life 
was  perfedly  regular;  he  rofe 
early ;  was  pun6taal  in  his  de- 
votions; dined  before  noon'; 
flept  after  dinner  ;  took  mode- 
rate exercife;  was  never  idle,, 
and  went  to  bed  betimes  (6). 
He  had  a  calmness  in  his  teni- 
per  wliich  thofe  about  him  of- 
ten millook  for  coldnefs ;  with 
which  they  foinetimcs  reproach- 
ed him,  which  he  bore  with 
great,  patience  ;  and  very  often 
they  had  the  news  of  things 
being  effedted,  for  which  they 
were  folliciting'his  orders  ;  and 
then  the  king  fmiled  at  their 
conf ufion  ( 7 ) .  He  was  lefs  fpl- 
licitous  about  glory  than  any 
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of  having  a  gaardian ;  buc  who  that  was  to  be  was  not  eafily  rWi,  ««- 
delermiDed.     The  duke  of  Jnjou,  the  eldeft  of  the  king's  <^-f'*  the 
uncles,  who  had  quitted  the  command  of  the  army  on  the  tutelage  0/ 
news  of  his  brother^s  illnefs,  claimed  the  I'cgency  as  his  right-     j!^  fl  • 
and,  upon  a  hearing  before  the  parliament,  it  was  allowed  '^^^t^^tic 
him  \*   The  duke  oi Berry ^  lefs  able  but  not  lefs  ^n^Wtious, ^^'^J^^^ 
being  for  the  prefent  excluded,  the  care  of  the  king's  f^i^ticonfufion^' 
and  education  was  committed  to  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and 
Bourbon^  the  former  his  uncle  by  the  father,  and  the  latter 
his  uncle  by  the  mother's  fide.     The  young  king  was,  with 
great  fplendour,  crowned  at  RheimSy  and  the  duke  of  Bur* 
gundy  took  place  of  his  elder  brother,  the  regent,  at  table,  as 
being  the  firft  peer  oi  France  *.     The  fword  of  conftable  was 
given  to  Oliver  de  Clijfon^  and  moft  of  the  heavy  taxes  were 
fuppreffed  ;  but  this  was  only  for  a  little  time.     The  regent, 

^  Ancien.  Chronique  de  France,  Hift.  Anonym,  de  Charles  VI* 
*  Froissart.  P;  jklAll.. 


of  his  predeceflbrs,  or  rather  he 
confidered  it  in  another  point 
of  iighc,  making  the  public  oti> 
lity  his  fole  aim,  and  giving 
himfelf  very  little  trouble  about 
what  the  bulk  of  his  courti^s 
either  faid  or  thought.  He  was 
very  determined,  with  a  great 
appearance  of  irrefolution,  tak- 
ing his  meafures  while  he  fecm- 
ed  to  deliberate;  by  which  he 
frequently  defeated  oppositions 
that  could  not  otherwife  haVe 
been  overcome  :  he  was^  more 
foUicitous  about  difcipline  than 
numbers  in  his  armies,  and 
took  care  himfelf  about  maga- 
zines and  provifions,  which 
former  princes  thought  beneath 
them  ;  and  had  fo  perfe6l  a 
compreheniion  of  whatever 
might,  happen,  that  he  i^er 
wanted  refources,  either  for  re- 
pairing a  lofs  or  improving  an 
advantage  (  8  ).  His  confort 
Joarif  the  daughter  of  Peter 
duke  of  B$urbont  was  a  princefs 


of  exquifite  beauty,  admirable 
parts,  and  exemplary  in  her 
cbnduA ;  for  which  reafon  the 
king  took  her  into  his  councils, 
and  advifed  with  her  abouc 
every  thing  he  did,  with  a  view 
chiefly  to  enable  her  to  a£t  as 
regent  during  the  minority  of 
her  fon;  but  fhe  died  befofe 
him  in  labour,  in  1378.  He 
had  by  her  Charles^  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him;  Lewis  duke  of 
Orleans^  from  whom  defcended 

.  the  two  royal  houfes  of  Orleems 
and  Angoulejme ;  five  daughters 
who  died  young  j  Katherine^ 
who  efpoufed  John  count  of  , 
Montpenfier^  fon  to  his  brother 
the  duke  of  Berry^  by  whom 
fhe  had  no  ifTue  (9).  His  body,  ' 
by  his  own  diredion,  was  in- 
terred ^t  St,  Denisi  his  heart  at 
the  cathedral  oi  Rotten,  and  his 
entrails  at  the  abby  oiMauhuif' 

fon*  Theatrical  entertainments 
were  firH  introduced  into  tranc$ 
in  his  reign. 


(8)  y.  3t  Serres,  Du  Tillee,  P.  Daniel,  Le  Gtnd,  4hhede  Choifj, 
guifti  titfl*  Dufkift,  Menserfy,  Le  Gend,  ^he  d*  Ch^ify^ 
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t^rhom  Joan  queen  of  Naples  had  adopted,  and  who,  upon 
her  deceafe,    determined  to  aflert  his  pretenfions   to  that 
crown,  feized  all  the  late  king's  treafure,  which  amounted  to 
many  millions,  his  jewels,  plate,  and  whatever  elfe  he  had  of 
value,  to  defray  the  expence  of  this  expedition  ^.     The 
dtikes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  plundered  alfo ;  and  tho'  not 
with  equal  fuccefs,  yet,  taking  all  they  could,  the  heavy 
.taxe$,  fo  lately  laid  afide,  were  again  to  be  impofed.     The 
late  king*s  fervants  were  ill-treated  ;  the  chancellor,  who 
had  oppofed  the  duke  of  Atijou's  regency,  was  glad  to  refign 
and  retire  ^     The  biftiop  of  Amiens,  whom  the  voung  king 
hated,  fled  to  Avignoriy  with  an  immenfe  fum  which  he  had 
'amafTed ;  and  a  gentleman  of  the  old  king's  chamber  was 
forced  to  difcover  where  his  private  treafure,  confifting  of 
many  ingots  of  gold,  lay  concealed  between  two  walls ; 
this,  however,  he  did  not  do,   till  the  duke  of  Jnjcu  fent 
for  An  executioner  to  put  him  to  death.     In  fine,  all  things 
fell  into  confufion,  the  duke  of  Bourbon  alone  afting  in  a 
manner  becoming  his  rank,  and  bis  near  relation  to  the  young 
king ;  and  even  his  good  intentions  were,  in  a  greai  meafnre, 
fruftrated  by  the  duke  of  Burgundy y  who, '  tho*  he  had  pro- 
itifed  fo  take  care  of  the  young  monarch's  education,  made 
fcii  court  to  him  by  flattering  his  humour,  and  indulging  him 
In  all  kind  of  diverfions,  in  which  lay  his  fole  delight ;  and 
this  proved,  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  and  reign,  one  principal 
caufe  of  his  misfortunes  "• 
fhi  peo'        ^^  fu^^  ^  fltuation  as  this,  the  Ej^gKjh  might  have  done 
fUin        moch  towards  reftoring  their  affairs,  if  the*  general  policy, 
Langac'   or  rather  perfidy,  of  tlie  age,  had  not  prevented  them.  The 
doc,  aud  catri  of  Buckingham,    with  Engiifh  forces,'  had  pafled   the 
theinha-    yff{x!ii^f}fiSretagni%  v/here,  at  the  requcflf  of  the  duke,  they 
^tants  of  jj-id  la} J  fjqgg  tQ  Nantes y  the  only  pl^ce  of  confequence  in 
Pans,  rife  ^j^jg  j^chy  that  was  fWl  in  the  hands  of  the  French ;  but, 
^\Tar*    ^hile  fhey  were  thus  employed,  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
punijhed    ^r^^^i^  with  the  aown  of  France  i  and,  having  obtained 
edinpurfi.^  good  terms  as  he  could  defire,  agreed  to  oait  the  Englifb 
iaterefls,  and  oblige  them  to  retiwa  into  thetr  owtiifl^; 
which,   wlthont  much  difficulty,    he  performed  ^.     The 
4ulce  of  Berry y  tired  ol  living  like  a  private  man,  demanded. 
Of  was  put upondemanding,  the  government  of  Latiguedoc: 
'  in  which  he  Was  fupported  by  his  brother  the  inke  m  y^njou, 
^frota  xvlxoffi  ii  had  been  taken  in  the  late  reign,  on  account 
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of  the  exorbitant  oppreflions  of  which  he  had  bceii  guilty,  and 
beitowed  on  the  count  of  Foix :  but  when  the  duke  of  Berry 
came  to  take  pofleffion  of  it,  the  people  peremptorily  declared, 
they  would  not  receive  him ;  upon  which  it  became  neceflary 
to  reduce  them  by  force  ®.     The  young  king,  who  had  si 
inartial  fpirit,  propofed  to  have  marched  in  perfon  ;  but  this 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  hindered :  however  the  duke  of  Berry 
profecuted  his  defign  with  the  greateft  ftrength  he  could  col- 
left,  but  was  beaten  by  the  counts/?  Foix ;  who  reflefting  on 
the  confequeuces  of  his  own  viftory,  and  how  dear  he  might 
be  made  to  pay  for  this  triumph,  compromifed  matters  ia 
time,  and,  withdrawing  into  his  own  dominions,  left  the 
government  in  difpute  to  the  duke  of  Berry  p.     The  people 
of  Paris  enraged,  and  unable  to  pay  the  old  and  new  taxes 
that  were  laid  upon  theih,  broke  out  into  an  infurreftion ; 
in  which,  having  armed  themfelves  with  mallets,  they  were 
from  thence  fliled  Maillotins,     They  rendered  his  capital  un- 
fafe  for  the  king  and  his  council,  and,  in  thefirft  tranfports 
■of  their  refentment,  were  guilty  of  fome  cruelties  and  vio- 
lences not  to  be  excufed  q.  The  more  fubftantial  inhabitants,     ^  jx  - 
taking  their  meafures  in  the  night,  aflembled  fuch  a  force  as    ,  -gi  * 
difperfed  thefe  rioters,  and  reftored  the  public  tranquility  i, 
but  th€  duke  of  Anjou,  who  knew  there  was  nothing  to  be 
got  by  profecutlng  beggars,  made  thefe  burghers  accountable 
lor  the  mifchiefs  done  by  thofe  they  had  difperfed ;  and, 
having  engaged  the  king  his  nephew  to  aft  againft  them,  in 
the  end  extorted  one  hundred  thoufand   livres  for   their 
pardon  ;  which,  was  all  that  he  wanted.     Thus  the  king's 
guardian  plundered  his  fubjefts  r. 

An  eager  defire  to  gain  pofleffion  of  the  crown  of  Naples  Charre* 
was  what  induced  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  aft  in  this  rapacious  ^^^^^  ^ 
manner.      When  he  had  accumulated    all  he   could,    )^Q*^^duke%f 
plroceeded  to  Avignon^  to  the  great  joy  of  the  whole  nation  ;  j"^^"^ 
and  from  thence  into  Italy ^  with  a  better  army  than  elther^J^-^f^i^ 
rf  the  two  laft  kings  had  been  able  to  raife ;  where,  without  ^^^//^^ 
performing  any  thing  remarkable^  except  wafting  all  his  Fie. 
treafure  to  the  laft  ihilUng,  he  died  of  chagrin  '.     Upon  his  mings. 
departure    the    duke  of  Burgundy  had    almoft    the  fole 
BOanagement  of  the  king,  whom  he  led  with  an  army  of 
twienty  thoufand  gens  d'arms,  and  fixty  thoufand  foot,  to 
the  iafliftahce  of  his  father-in-law  Livais  count  of  Flanders^ 
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.who  were  in  arms,  on  accoupt  of  the  enormoos  taxes  he 
levied  to  maintain  a  diflblute  court,  and  to  fquander  on  his 
miftrefles  and  parafifes  ^     The  chief  of  the  commons  was 
Fhitip  Jrtevely  the  fon  of  James   the  famous  brewer   of 
Ghent ;  and  though  he  was  forced  into  thefe  troubles,  jet, 
being  once  engaged,  he  afted  with  great  fpirit  and  prudence, 
but  it  may  be  with  too  much  ferocity,  when  he  ordered  no 
quarter  to  be  given  to  the  French^  except  to  the  little  king 
Charles^  whom  he  direfted,  if  taken,  to  be  brought  to  him, 
that  being  bred  up  at  Ghent  he  might  learn  to  fpeak  good 
^'^^     Flemljh  ».   The  firft  operations  of  the  war  were  favourable 
'S^^'     to  the  Flemings y  but  in  a  general  aftion  at  Rofebccque  they 
were  entirely  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men,,  amongft  whom  was  their  chief.     This  was  followed 
by  the  moll  outrageous  a6ls  of  feverity ;  and  the  king  having 
humbled  the  Flemings^  as  well  as  reftored  their  count,  re- 
turned into  his  own  dominions  with  a  viftorious  afmy,  dif- 
pofed  to  obey  any  orders,  without  prefuming  to  diftinguifh 
whether  it  could  be  for  the  king's  fervice  to  cut  the  throats' 
of  his  fubje6ls,   who  were  in  no  condition  to  refift  *". 
^  IRtturning      In  their  young  king's  abfence  the  people  of  Pans  had  fal- 
*ukh  a      len  into  frefh  tumults,   and  been  guilty  of  various  afts  of 
^aorious  indifcretion,  urged  by  the  weight  of  their  faxes,  and  the 
^ermyy  he  fcandalous  manner  in  which  they  faw  them  confumed.    They 
ckajttjes     i^new  tfie  king,  or  rather  his  uncles,  were  exceedingly  dif- 
^Imd   '^^pl^^f^^j  ^^^  therefore  they  dreaded  his  return:  "but  to  put 
tumults  in  ^^^  ^^  ^^'^^  ^^^^  could  upop  the  joiatter,  they  armed  thirty 
hUmbfence.  thoufand  men  very  completely,    and  marched  out  to  meet 
their  monarch  by  way  of  parade,   but  in  reality  in  hopes  of 
making  fome  imprdfion  ^,     In  this,  however,  they  loft  their 
aim,  their  force  was  defpifed,  and  the  infult  was  puniftied. 
The  little  king  marched  into  his  capital  at  the  head  of  his 
forces,   took  pofTeflion  of  it  as  if  he  had  entered  it  by  ftorm, 
broke  fome  of  their  gates,  beat  down  the  chains,  and  fliut 
up  their  ftreets,  compelled  them  to  deliver  up  their  arms, 
arretted  between  two  and  three  hundred  of  their  principal 
townfmen,  put  fome  of  them  to  death  every  day  for  a  fort- 
night, and  amongft  them   the  advocate  general,  who  had 
been  often  a  mediator  between  the  crown  and  the  people, 
who  was  upwarcls  of  feventy  years  old,  arid  whofe  greateft 
■3^3-    offence  conlifted  in  having  been  of  the  party  of  the  duke  of 
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Anjoii  y.  After  this  the  king  deprived  the  city  of  its  privi- 
leges ;  and  having  extorted  an  exorbitant  fum  from  the  reft 
ot  the  burgefles,  difcharged  fuch  of  his  prifoners  as  were 
flUI  in  prifon,  and  had  not  been  included  in  thofe  warrants 
by  which  others  were  put  to  death.  Much  the  fame 
Conduft  was  ufcd  to  the  cities  of  Roueriy  Troyes,  and  Orleans^ 
and  feveral  other  great  towns,  by  which  incredible  fums 
werer extorted  from  the  poor  people,  and  fo  little  of  theni 
applied  to  the,  king's  fervicc,  that  the  greateft  pirt  of  the 
army  was  di{banded,  without  being  paid.  The  Anglijby  un- 
der the  coirimand  of  the  earl  of  Buckingham^  now  duke  of 
Cloutefter,  landing  at  Calais^  marched  through  Picardy  and 
Artois  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Flemings  (for  the  people  of  * 
Ghent  flili  held  out),  and  in  conjimftion  with  them  beiieged 
Ypres  J  to  the  relief  of  which  the  king  marched  with  a  potent 
army,  which  the  allies  being  too  weak  to  rcfift,  raifed^the' 
fiege,  and  the  Englijh  quitting  the  places  they  had  taken^ 
^vere  at  length  obliged  to  fortify  Bourbourg^  where  they 
Inade  {o  gallant  a  defence,  that  at  length  it  was  agreed  to 
bermit  them  to  retire,  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  to  Ca- 
lais *i  The  duke  of  Bretagne,  at  whofe  requeft  it  was 
done,  vras  deeply  cenfurfed,  notWithftanding  which  he  had 
Credit  enough  to  negotiiate  a  truce  between  the  two  crowns 
foriix  months ;  and  his  power  of  doing  this  by  dint  of  influ- 
€ncc  at  the  court  of  London,  made  him  more  fufpeiled  and 
more  hated  *.  . 

Thb  year  following  was  remarkable  for  the  death  ofThe^  Juki 
Lewis,  count  of  Flanders,  which  happened  towards  the  ende/'Bur- 
of  January,  by  which  the  king's  uncle,  Philip,  ^dded  tog^ndy 
his  duchy  oi  Burgundy  that  county,  together  with  thofe  oi^MhUJhei 
Artois,  Ret  el.  Never  s,  and  feveral  other  lordfhips,  of  which'?  ^^*°'^ 
he  went  in  perfon  to  take  poffeiTion  ^.     There  was  a  riegoti-  f^^*  ^ 
atioa  at  this  time  carried  on  between  the  dukes  of  Berry  ^  dukeof^ ' 
Burgundy,   and  Bretagne,  on  one  fide,    and  the  dukes  or  ^njou 
Lancafter  and  Gloucefter  on  the  other,   for  a  peace;  h\xt  it cro^n'd 
eoded  only  in  a  continuance  of  the  truce  c.     The  duke  ofkin^  •f 
Aiijou,  the  firft  of  the  fecond  French  line  of  the  monarclis  Sicily. 
of  Sicily,  died  about  this  time,  Under  eirculhftances  which 
have  been  before-mentioned  :  the  king  took  his  widow  and 
his  fon  under  his  proteftion,  procured  the  pope  to  acknow* 
kg€  the  young  prince  in  quality  of  King  of  the  Tivo  Sici- 
lies, and  fent  an  army  to  eflablifti  him  in  the  county  o(Pro* 
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vence,  which  he  held  by  the  fame'  title.     The  king  being 
now  feventeen,  of  a  very  robuft  a,nd  fanguine  conflitution, 
his  uncles  thought  it  time  that  he  fhould  marry;  and  this 
being  once  declared,  a  gfeat  many  princefles  were  mentioned, 
♦fuch  as  a  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Lancafier,  a  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  ton  din,  and  fcveral  others :  but  the  dtikes  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Bourbon^  refiedVing  on  the  ftrift  charge  the  late 
king  had  given  them,   that  his  fon  fhould  efpoufe  a  princefs 
of  Germany  y  they  were  more  inclined  to  the  princefs  Ifabelbiy 
daughter  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria^  of  whofe  wit  and  beauty 
they  caufed  a  very  high  report  to  be  made  to  their  nephew  **. 
The  king  declared  that  he  would,  not  follow  the  cuftom  of 
""  princes  in  binding  himfelf  for  life  to  a  woman  he  had  never 
feen ;   and  therefore  infilled  upon  an  interview  with  this 
princefs.     This  was  at  length  ftipulated  fhould  be  at  Amiensy 
^•^*     where  flie  was  brought  by  her  aunt,  the  duchefs  of  Brabant^ 
*^  '^*    who  took  care  to  giye  her  all  the  inflruftLons  neceflary  for 
fecuring  the  heart  of  the  young  monarch,  which  fhc  did  fo 
efFeftually  at  firfl  fight,  that  he  declared  immediately  his  re- 
folution  to  conclude  a  marriage,  which  proved  equally  fatal 
to  himfelf  and  to  his  fubjefts  *. 
*Theyoun(i      ^^^  fixing  and  celebrating  the  king's  marriage  did  not  (a 
^Z;,^  ;j^^;^^j  entirely  occupy  the  thoughts  of  his  uncles,   and  other  coun- 
ali  expe-    fellors,  as  to  take  off  their  thoughts  from  thewar;  on  the 
i^itio-n  into  contrary,  conceiving  that  the  poffeffion  of  Calais,  vhich  put 
Flanders,  it  in  the  power  of  the  Engli/h  to  make  an  oflfenfive  war  on 
and  fends  france  at  their  pleafure,  was  the  true  reafon  why  they  flood 
reUcJ  to     ^^pQjj  fuch  high  terms,  and  would  not  hear  of  peace  with- 
tbs  Scots.  ^^^  ^j^^  reflitution  of  Normandy  as  well  as  Guienne^  they 
projefted  an  invafion  ofEnghnd,  as  the  mofl  likely  means  to 
bring  their  enemies  to  reafon.     As  this  enterprize  required 
long  and  vafl  preparations,  they  began  early,  and  the  port  of 
Sluys  was  appointed  for  the  place  of  rendezvous  ^.     The  in- 
habitants of  Ghent f  and  the  Flemings  in  general,  who  con- 
tinued in  arms  againfl  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  having  intel- 
ligence of  this,  and  having  lived  long  in  conneftion  with  the 
Englijh,  framed  a  project:  for  burning  the  French  Reet  in 
the  harbom*.     This  fcheme,  which  was'  fo  well  laid  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Dam  that  it  could  fcarce  have  failed,  was  dif- 
covered  by  one  ^vho  had  engaged  in  it,  which  fo  provoked 
the  kin?,  that  he  was  very  eafily  prevailed  upon  by  the 
X  duke  of  Burgundy  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into  the  L(nu 

Countries ;  where  having  in  perfon  made  himfelf  mafler  of 
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that  place,  aad  puniflied  the  people  feverely,  it  fo  much  af* 
fefted  the  burghers  oi  Ghent ^  that  they  entered  into  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  duke  of  Burgundy y  and  fubmitting  to  him 
on  certain   terms   reftored   peace  to  the   Loib  Gauntries  g, 
;    This  was  a  point  of  great  coufequence  to  the  duke,  who,  in 
the  maqagement  of*  the  king's  affairs,  took  care  to  make 
them  turn  highly  to  his  own  advantage ;  for  having  married 
the  king  to  a  princefs  of  Bavaria^  he  from  thence  took  an 
opportunity  of  marrying  his  oWn  fon  to  the  daughter  and 
heirefs   of  Jlbert  of  Bavaria,  count  of  Zealand,  Hainault^ 
and  Holland,  by  which  he  fecured  to  his  family  that  import- 
ant fucceffion,  and  vaftly  augmented  his  own  power,  which 
the  French  patriots  confidered  as  but  too  great  before  that 
acceffion  ^,     The   fame  year   John  de  Vienne,    admiral  of 
Trance,  was  fent  with  a  powerful  fuccour  to  the  afliftance  of 
Robert  II.    king  of  Scots,   and,  in  conjundlion   With  that 
prince,  gained  confiderable  advantages  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land', fo  that  high  and  well-founded  hopes  were  entertained 
of  a  peace,  to  be  made  on  advantageous  terms,  in  coufe- 
quence of  this  divcrfion :  but  the  admiral  becoming  amorous     A.D 
'  of  one  of  the  king's  neareft  relations,  and  his  officers  imitat-     138c* 
ing  his  gallantly,  they  found  themfelves  quickly  upon  fo  bad 
terms  with  their  allies,  that  they  were  glad  to  feize  the  pre- 
tence of  a  flaort  truce  to  return  home,  without  having  done 
any  thing  but  difcrediting  their  country  *.     Many  of  the 
JFreruh  hiftorians  reproach  the  Scots  with  their  coldnefs,  ftu- 
pidity,  and  clowniflinefs,  upon  this  occafion ;  but  a  modern 
writer  very  fairly  owns,  that  the  admiral  and  thofe  about 
'  him  were  the  only  people  to  blame,  and  who  facrificed  to 
their  plcafures  their  interefts  and  their  duty  ^. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  both  propofed  and  diCap-j^n  tnva^ 
pointed  the  expedition  againft  England,  the  preceding  yeat,J^o»  on 
in  order  to  ferve  his  own  turn  in  the  Low  Countries,  was  now  England 
very  forward  to  carry  it  into  execution.     Having  difpofed-^'^"'*  ^^ 
the  king's  forces  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  any  impref- ^^  ^'^^^ 
fion  from  being  made  on  his  dominions,  he  at  length  alTembled  J^^J'^^  f 
a  very  numerous  army  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  prodi-  ^  ^jj^  ' 
gious    fleet  in  the  harlvStrr,   of  Sluys.      Some  writers  'fay  Freach, 
twenty  thoufand  horfe,  twenty  thoufand  crofs  bows,    and 
twenty  thoufand  foot,  differently  armed,  and*,  which  is  much 
more  extraordinary,  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  vefTels  ^ 
There  Was  befides  a  vaft  wooden  edifice,  or  floating  town, 
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"which  was  contrived  for  the  proteftion  of  the  foldiers  when 
landed;  and  yet  all  thefe  ftupendous  preparatioas,  which 
coft  fo  much  time,  trouble,  and  expence,  and  of  which  facb 
great  expeftations  had  been  raifed,  came  to  nothing,  thro*^ 
the  indolence  or  rather  the  obftinacy  of  the  duke  of  Berry ^^ 
who,  having  been  originally  againfl  this  meafure,  carried  oa 
his  part  of  the  armament  fo  flowly,  that  he  did  not  arrive  at 
Sluys  till  the  middle  of  September^  when  it  was  found  that 
the  feafon  vuas  too  far  advanced,  and  that  no  iovafiou  was 
then  prafticable  °>.  A  ftcwm  that  happened  foon  after 
drove  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet  on  fhore,  and  beat  the 
wooden  edifice  all  to  pieces;  the  remains  of  which  the  king 
,  bellowed  upon  the  duke  of  Burgundy ^  to  whom  he  dfo  gave 

the  port  of  Sluys\  which  was  then  very  commodioos,.  and  of 
-^     the  utmoft  importance.     This  conibled  him  for  the  misfor- 
'?'    tunes  of  the  campaign,  and  all  kind  oi  diverfions  were  con^ 
'^     *     trived  to  amufe  the  young  king,  and  render  him  fcfs  attenf- 
tive  to  the  clamours  of  the  people,  who  bore  with  great  im- 
patience the  prodigious  impofitions  laid  upon  them  witllont 
pity,  levied  with  the  utmoft  violence,  and  then  diverted  t& 
private  ufes,  or  fquandered  to  no  purpofe  ". 
The  dvki       In  a  ftate  weakly  governed,  every  man,  who  has  ai  higj* 
Of  Bre-     fpirit  and  a  competent  proportion  of  power,  is  apt  to  fancy 
tagnc       himfelf  indepedent,  and  to  aft  as  if  he  really  was  fo.     The 
fi  hh    ^^^'^  ^  Bretagne  had  long  af^ed  in  this  fort,  and  was  much 
deCliffon  ^**fp^^^^  ^f  corfefponding  with  the  Englijb ;   but  he  was 
anii  after-  ?^^^^^^  ^^  S^^^  abilities  as  Well  as  power,  and  he  fiiw  that 
ivards  re-  ^^^^^  rendered  him  fo  much  refpefted,  that  he  ventured  on  aa 
leafes  him,  aftion  as  Unaccountable  as  it  was  inexcnfeablel     The  cooffai* 
ble  de  Clijjon  had  ranfomed  the  two  fons  of  Charles  dc  Bhis^ 
and  had  given  a  daughter  of  his  to  the  eldeft,  who  contmued 
to  bear  the  arms  of  Bretagne^  contrary  to  treaty ;  the  duke 
refented  this  extremely.     Having  fummoned  an  ailembly  of 
his  eftates,  he  cajoled  the  conftable  till  he  got  him  into  bis 
power,  and  then  feized  and  fent  him  prifoner  to  a  fortrefs 
near  to  the  fea  fide,  where,   in  the  height  of  his  paffioQ, 
he  more  than  once  ordered  him  to  be  murdered,  but  thofe 
who  received  his  orders  were  too  wife  to  execute  diem: 
at  length  the  duke,  after  obliging  him  to  render  the  fortrefies 
he  had  in  his  territory,  extorted  a  vaft  fum  of  money  from 
him,  by  way  of  ranfom,  and  then  fet  him  at  liberty  ».    The 
conftable  complaining  to  the  king  of  this  ufage,  he  was  m- 
'   dined  to  do  him  ample  juftice;  but  his  uc^es,  who  di£^ 
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liked  the  laflttence  of  the  conftable  over  his  young  mafUr,     A,D. 
obliged  the  duke  to  reftore  the  fortrefles,  refund  the  money,  .    <3^7« 
and  let  the  thing  reft  there  P.     At  this  junAure  the  yoang 
king  of  England,  Richard  II.  had  made  an  entire  change  in 
his  adminiftration,  oot  without  reciting  great  commotions 
aipongft  his  {jabje&$»  bf  which  the  conftable  thought  to  take 
advantage,  by  landing  with  a  great  body  of  troops  in  his  ' 
dominions ;  which  {vojeft  was  entirely  overthrown  by  this 
management  of  the  duke  <^  Bretagne,  who,  it  was  thought, 
received  an  equivalent   for  the  rcJftitutions  he  had  been 
obliged  to  make  in  France  1. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  prevented  the  king's  attention  to  charles 
his  own  afiairs  the  next  year,  by  engaging  him  to  turn  his  yj.  fren 
arms  againft  the  duke  of  GueldreSy  who  making  a  fpeedy  ^imje// 
fubmiffion,  left  Cha^s  -at  liberty  to  return  into  his  own  and  his 
kiogdomy  and  to  execute  thedefign  he  had  been  long  medi->^/V^j  hy^ 
tating,  of  becooaing  in  faft,  aa  well  as  in  (how,  the  fovereign  ^ff^ming 
of  bis  people :  he  kept  his  fecret  till  he  found  a  favourable  ^^^  Z^' 
opportunity  of  doii^  what  he  propofed,  and  then  confided  '^'^'^** 
it  CHily  to  thofe  who  wcare  to  be  employed  in  bringing  it  to  .     "^^' 
pafs :  he  called  a  council  at  Rheims^  at  which  were  prefent  ^"f^^^/^^ 
hk%  nncles,  the  dukes  of  Berry y  Burgundy ,  and  Bourbon^  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  theconftable,  thearchbiftiop  of  RhamSy 
the  chancellor,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diftinAion  in  the 
church  and  of  the  robe  ^    The  king  then  acquainted  the 
aflfeflftbly,  that  he  was  under  great  obligations  to  his  uncles, 
as  well  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken  in  giving  him.inftruc 
tions,  as  for  the  pains  they  had  been  at  in  governing  the  reahn, 
but  that,  for  the  future,  lie  was  determined  to  difcharge  his 
duty  him&lf,  with  the  afliftance  of  fuch  a  council  as  he  fliould 
think  fit  to  appoint.     The  chancellor  explained  the  fubjefl 
mcH-e  at  large,  and  then  coUefted  the  opinions,  beginning 
with  the  cardinal  of  Loony  who,  in  a  fuccinft  fpeech,  ap- 
proved and  applauded  the  king's  intentions,  and,  in  (hew  at 
le^ft,  his  fentiment  was  approved  by  the  refl;  but  the  dukes 
of  Berry  and  Burgundy  were  extremely  difpleafed,  and  the 
cardinal  being  the  chief  objieft  of  their  malice,  periihed  foon 
after  by  poifon  '*    Of  his  uncles»  the  king  only  retained  the 
duke  of  Bourbon y  and  the  conftable,  the  chancellor,   with 
ioiae  other  cf  his  father's  old  ofBcers,  made  up  the  new 
council.     The  face  of  affairs  was  immediately  changed  ;  a 
truce  with  England  was  concluded  for  three  years,  that  the 
king  might  have  leifure  to  look  ftri£bly  into  the  flate  of  his 
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jifFalrs,  and  to  give  what  eafe  he  could  to  his  people  ^     He 
began  by  reforming  the  parliament  and  his  hduftiold,  leflen- 
ed  the  number  and  expence  of  both,  reftored  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  Paris y  aboliflledt-axes  and  Imports,  received 
whatever  petitions  were  brought  him,  and  redrefled  grievr 
^nces  of  every  kind  with  fuch  alacrity,  as  plainly  (hewed, 
'however  his  "name  might  be  employed,  they  did  not  take 
their  rife  from  him  ".     As  all  hiilortans  agr«e  he  was  the 
beft  made,  the  beft  bted,  and  the  beft  temper^  itian  in  his 
dominion?;  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that,  by  this  change  -of 
ineafures,  he  became  highly  popular,  infomuch  that  his  fub- ' 
jefts  bellowed  on  him  the  fui'n^me  of  the  IVell-beli^^^  which 
he  certainly  deferved^    He-wa^  fo*  far  from  being  fufplcious,, 
that  the  moft  malevolent  infJtiuations  made  n5  impreffion  on 
him ;  "  I  had  rather  (faid  he)  believe  well  of  aa  ill  man, 
^'  than  run  the  hazard  of  conceiving  an  ill  Opinion  of  one 
**  who  behaves  well."     Being  told  that  a  courtier,  to  whom 
he  had  been  very  kind,  fpoke  amifs  of  him^  he  anfwcred, 
A.  D.     without  emotion,  ■ '  It  cannot  be  true;  for  how  can  a  man' 
1388.     f<  fpeak  evil  of  us  who  have  done-  him  much  godd  I.*'     He 
had  a  vef y  retentive  memory^  and  as  he-  palfed  through  the 
ftreets,  upon  public  occafions,  not  only  returned  the  falutes 
of  private  perfons,  but  fpoke  to  them  by  their  names,  and 
enquired  after  their  families.     With  alt  this  afiabiiky  there 
was  nothing  of  artifice,  and  though  he  made  many  promifes 
he  never  failed  to  make  them.^pod.     So  many  good  quali-< 
ties  fcarce  ever  centered  in' one  who  made'fo  indirferent  a 
prince  ^.  •        ' 

Makes  a       He  loved  fpeftacles ;  and  to  indulge  this  humour  caofe! 
four  to  A-  the  qu'cen  to  make  a  public  entry  into  Paris ^  after  which  fhe 
vignon,     was* crowned  with  great  folemnity :  he  then  made  a  tour  to 
and  in  his  Avignon^  where  he   faw  his  coufin  I^tuw,  duke  oi  Anjou^ 
return  ^/.  crowned  by  pope  Clemtnt  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies. '    In  his 
Jifs  Lan-   j-efxirn  he  examined  flri<5lly  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Languer 
^"^  °?'     doc,  received  all  applications  to  him  gracioufty,  and,  in  re- 
As  Ihe^     dreffing  grievances,  forgot  that  the  duke  of  ^^rj,  who  was 
people's       ^^^  author  of  moftv  of  them,  was  his  unck,  tho*^  he  treated 
f  r/V'v-       ^^"^  "P^^^  ^^^  occafions  <vith  great  perfonal  refpeft  «.     In^this 
/f?»a/,        progrefs   alfo   he  vifited    the   count  de  Foixj    Gafion  Phos- 
l?us,  one  of  the  moft  accomplifiied  princes  of  that  age;  or, 
as  others  fiiy,  he  was  vifited  by  him  at  Thmhufe,     He  wa^ 
fo  well  pleafed  with  the  refpe^Sl  fhewn  him  by  Charks;  that, 
having  no  children,  he  declared  him  his  heir :  and  as  he  died 
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foon  iftcr  fuddenly,  the  king  might  have  annexed  that  coun- 
ty to  the  domains  of  the  crown,  if  he  had  not,  at  the  inter- 
ceiEoQ  of  the  duke  of  Berry ^  regarded  the  rights  of  the 
count's  nephew;  yet  the  duke  had  not  intereft  enough  to 
preferve  his  own  government,  which  the  king  gave  away, 
to  prevent  his  revenging  himfelf  upon  thofe  who  had  laid 
open  his  tyranny  and  opprefSon  ^.  7'he  fame  year  his  bro-  -A  D. 
ther  the  duke  of  Touraine,  afterwards  duke  of  Orleans,  ^3^9* 
efpoufed  Valentina,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Milan^  and 
his  cou£n  german,  after  a  great  difappointroent  in  regard  to 
the  heirefs  of  Hungary,  to  whom  he  was  contraded,  and 
who  by  £f  real  or  pretended  fof ce  was  prevailed  on  to  efpoufe 
anodier  ponce  '. 

iThe  king,  who  was  of  a  very  aftive  difpofition,  vtho  The  dukes 
delighted  in  feats  of  arms,  and  who  was  defirous  of  dif-  of  Berry 
tittguifliing  himfelf  in  the  field,  had  often  great  enterprizes  ana  Bur- 
in his  head.     Sometimes  he  thought  df  marching  againft  gundy  re^ 
Bqjazetf  emperor  of  the  Turks  ;  at  other  times  he  propofed  ^^^^  ^ 
putting  an  end. to  the  fchifm   which  had  fubfifted  for  iofij'^^S, 
'  many  years,  by  putting  pope  Clement  the  feventh,  who  re-A''-^  ?^. 
fidcd  at  Avignon,  in  poffeffion  of  Rome  :  but  his  minifters,  ^^duded^ 
and  more  efpecially  the  conftable,   (hewed  him  fo^clcarly/]^^^/. 
what  dreadful  coafcguenccs  would  follow  in  cafe  he  em-  cvemment. 
barked  in  either  of  thefe  enterprizes,   that,  being  convinced, 
he  acquiefced  in  their  council.     But  they  fent  troops  to  the 
af&ftance  of  the  Gemefe,   and  other  allies,   and  (hewed  all 
poffible  attention  to  whatever  concerned,  even  in  a  diiiant 
degree,  the  honour  of  the  crown  s*.     The  dukes  of  Berry 
and  Burgundy y  though  they,  kept  within  the  bounds  of  their 
duty,    were  extremely  mortified  by   their  exclufioa  from 
covrt,  which  they  attributed  entirely  to  the  conftable ;  and 
by  their  connivance  at  leait,  if  not  encouragement,  the  duke   . 
of  Bretagne  mzde  no  great  hafte  in  the  performance  of  his 
treaty,  and  particularly  in  reftoring  the  knds  which  belonged     '  39°' 
to  the  count  de  P-enthievre,  fon-in-iaw  to  the  conftable;    - 
upon  which  he  invaded  the  territory  of  the  duke,  and  great 
diforders  were  committed  on  both  fides  ^.     The  duke  of    ' 
Lancj^^  came  over  to  negotiate  a  peace,  in  which  finding 
muck' more  difficulty. than  he  expefted,  he  contented  himfeS" 
widi  renewing  the  truce  for  another  year.     The  death  of 
the  Anc\itk  oi  Orleans  gave  the  king  an  opportujiity  of  be- 
fiowing  on  his  brother  that  title  and  duchy,  not  much  to 
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th^  &tisfaftion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  very  nnudliing 

to  fall  under  the  dotninion  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  ^.     Thi^ 

was  chiefly  owing  to  what  had  happened  to  the  people  <tf 

Langufdoc,  under  thfs  adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  Berry. 

^nd  what  they  were  i^ill  like  to  fuffer;  for  that  prince  haa 

obliged  the  baron  de  Chevrmjey  his  fuccefldr,  to  i^ve  it, 

^nd  refign  the  government  into  the  king's  hands,  by  threat^ 

of  cauilng  him  to  be  aflaflinated  **.    At  length,  not  without 

difficulty,  the  king  reftored  peace  on  the  fide  of  Rretagnt^ 

or  rather  fufpended  the  war;  for  the  duke sTemained  the  irr 

reconcileable  enemy  of  the  conilable,  who  w«s  no  l^s  bated 

by  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy y  all  the  nmleooateaq; 

referring  their  fuppofed  grievances  to  him,  bepmfe  he  wa^ 

at  the  bead  of  the  council  and  fiooid  high^  in  th^  king'§ 

A.D.    f^^^"'''  ^"^  becaufe  that,  from  being  a  private  gentleman. 

1 591*    ^'^  ^^^  raifed  himfelf  by  his  merit  to  luch  high  honours,  ana 

by  his  prudence  and  ceconomy  had  acquired  an  immenfe 

fortune ;  which  his  enemies  not  only  envied,  but  ^  cafe  of  ^ 

confifcatipn  were  in  hopes  they  might  fhare  *, 

P.Craon       Amongst  the  lords  who  made  a  figure  at  pomrt,  thm 

attempts    was  one  P^ter  Cram^  a  man  of  parts  and  pleafm^,  hut  very 

to  afajft'  profligate.    He  had  been  the  confident  of  the  r^eat  duke  of 

natethe     jjfijgu,  and  was  intruded  to  bring  him  fuppiies  <:^  mbney 

Tcvs     ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^y*  ^^^  ^®  betrayed  his  trpft,  aftd  la* 

W/L°"/^         in  his  debaucheries  at  Venice ^  what  fhouid  have  fupV 

Vim  fir'^tP^^^  ^^^  matter  and  his  friends  at  Na^les^  who  perifiied 

4ta4.        f*^  v^nt  ^  i^^r    ^^  ^^  return  to  France  he  was  prciecoted, 

and  paid  a  large  fine;  but  being  well  widi  the  rakes  at  cooi^, 

and  becoming  the  declared  favourite  of  tte  duke  of  Qrhans. 

he  had  more  credit  than  ever.    The  knowl^  he  had  of 

that  prince's  intrigues  proved  his  ruin;  for,  hoping  to  gaua 

the  efleem  of  the  duchefs,  he  informed  her  of  fome  things  i 

ihe,  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  g^ve  him  up.  to  th^ 

duke,  who  would  have  had  him  aflaffinated ;  but  th^  whoif 

tale  coming  to  the  king's  ears,  he  forbid  hiai  the  court,  aad 

prdered  him  to  retire  to  his  own  fftate,  which  he  difi  K 

There»  diflraded  ^th  his  difgrace^  which  he  attributed  eat 

tirely  to  the  conftable,  he  took  th^  cruel  refolutioii  of  mur? 

dering  him,  and  having  difpatched  a  band  of  aiiaffins,  poe^y 

p^e,  to  P/zrij,  he  foUpwed  them  thither.    As  the  conftabla 

feturn^d  from  court  ^bput  midnight,  with  a  few  ati 
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he  amcked  him  with  bis  band  of  rtifliaas,  and  left  him  for 
<kad,  after  they  bad  giv^n  him  fifty  wotmds**.  Craon  mak- 
ing his  <sfcape  fled  into  Bretagnf^  where  the  duke,  oyt  pf, 
jMimity  tp  the  cpoft^blc,  received  a^d  proicGed  loijn.  In  ^ 
month's  time  that  great  man  recovered,  to  the  amazement  of 
the  court,  and  (q  the  great  joy  of  tbe  Ung  his  mafter,  who 
pinfed  f})ph  of  the  a(Min$  ^s  poiild  b^  feized  to  be  put  to 
death,  condemned  Craen  to  the  like  ppniflunent,  caufing  Ws 
)K>u(b  to  be  dempUfliedy  lyhiph  i^  ^g^  b^en  ^nnvertpd  into 
a  chtwrchpyard  *. 

The  king  having  demanded  Cr4^n  to  be  fi^nt  him  Ip  chains  Tie  iinf 
by  the  du](e  of  firetagne^  that  pripqs  anfwered  that  he  kpi^w.marchjjtf 
notbifig  of  bim ;   to  ^yhich  th^  \mg  yielding  no  credit,  »«^*  Bre* 
marohiJd  with  all  the  forces  he  could  coUcft  into  his  terrlto-  ^^&^^t  '*» 
ri^,  notwitbftaiuiing  the  pains  takdn  by  the  duJk^^  qf  B^rfy  ^*f^**4 
and  Burgundy  tp  appeafc  him,  who,  >fter  being  fq  lof^'^^J^ 
ke|H  from  court,  wcr^  recalled  to  accompany  bw  io  ^*s>^-^«^ 
«pfiditi.pn  K     The  *rmy  arriving  at  I\Uns,  the  kipg  w»s'      : 
{died  vfith  a  flow  Sev^r,  but  coujid  |i<^t  be  pr4evailed  uppfi  to 
iffiik  or  taHe  phyfic.    On  the  fifth  q£  ^ugufip  having  pwcbcd 
pU  dty  in  the  h«at  pf  th<5  fifn,  a  ffliferablp,  rjggjed,  wildr 
looJung  fisll(?w,  dariaed  from  behind  4  treis,  aod  laying  hol4 
p£,  thfi  bridle  of  his  hgrfe,  cry^d  0|)t  ^*  Stop !  wboi'e  are  you 
• '  going  ki!^  ?  ycyu  are  bpin^y«d/'  ^Ad  imip^diately  with^ 
id£^  agi^iQ  iptQ  the  wood-    Th»  img  ri^og  on,  not  ^  little 
difti»^,  it  happened  that  <sm  qf  4)e  two  pa^s  who  iyk1$ 
behind  h^m  amd  carried  hia  lanc^^  loverpome  mth  heji^  &U 
fiUeep,  and  l^t  it  fall  upon  tbf^  b^mfc  which  wa$  carri^  by 
ch^  o^er s  ihci  king,  bofMring a  tackling  noUe,  Ipokedb^biodi. 
^pd  feeio^  the  page  Uiftkig  the  fpiiar  killed  him  immediately ; 
then  riling  Airioiifly  with  his  fword  drawn,  he  ftrnck  00 
fvery  fi^  and  at«vpry  body,  t|U  hffvvig  broke  his  fword» 
Qjotf  e(  bis  ge^em»  l^p^  «ft  behind  him  and  held  his 
jurm  ^    He  fell  fooRafj^^  and  ky  at  if  hQ  b^d  been  doad; 
fo  that  hau3^  takra  lip  W  ^^  ill  4  waggpn,  hip  was  carrie4 
bade  to  Mans,  where  he  Ul  ia^  a  lethargy  that  j^^fted  for 
two  days,  and  thesn  he  mo$^  a  Uttjk  to  lumfelf  m.    This  ap-      .  ^  ^ 
pideiit  piit  an  end  10  the  war.    The  dnke^of  i7^fy  and  if«f-     -^^^t 
^a^  fei^cd  thegovereiQeftt,  esRcludiag  the  d»k|e  of  OrUans,     '39?f 
whom  hia  brother,  u  the  time  he  became  frantic,  had  like 
p>  have  killed.    At  their  netiirft  1^  Pitfis  they  fent  the  king's 
principal  mup^rs  to.  fbveial  pri^S^,  beftpwed  the  office  of 
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conftable  on  Philip  de  Artois,  count  rf'Ew,   Oliver  de  CliJ/hn 
having  retired  into  Bret agne^  -where  he  defended  his  lands 
againft  the  duke  with  fuch  fpirit  and  courage,  as  at  length 
forced  him  to  feek  a  recondliation  «».    In  the  winter  the  king 
fo  far  recovered,  as  to  fave  the  lives  of  his  minifters,  whom 
his  uncles  had  procured   to  be  condemned,    bat  he  was 
ohliged  to  banifh  them,  to  gratify  thofc  in  whofe  hands  he 
was®. 
Ks  indij'      History  fcarce  afFords  any  parallel  <rf  a  court  or  country 
fofitionis  more  corrupt,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  miferable,   than 
augmented  that  of  this  unfortunate  jw'ince  and  his  fnbjeds,  in  conie- 
hy  another  qnence  of  his  misfortune :   all  was  difcord  and  confufion, 
finffilar     intrigues,  debauchery,  and  diflenfion.     The  dukes  of  Ber* 
ftu^\    ^y  ^^^  Burgundy  ruled  the  kingdom,  excluding  the  duke  di 
uui^t     ^^^^^^^^  under  pretence  of  his  youth,  from  any  (hare  in  the 
government,  and  even  from  the  fliadbw  of  power.     It  was 
not  fo  with  his  duchefs,  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of /^i£i;r, 
and  the  grand-daughter  of  king  John\  young,  beautiful,  and 
irifinuating,  (he  acquired  fuch  an  empire  over  the  king,  that 
fhe  governed  him  at  her  pkafure ;  and,  which  is  mcfre  ex-  ^ 
traordinary,  it  was  fhe  only  that  could  govern  him,  for  in 
the  time  of  his  malady  he  knew  nobody  clfe,  not  even  the 
queen  p.     This  offended  the  duchefe  of  Burgundy  extremely, 
who  could  not  endure  tofee  fo  much  court  paid  tso  that  pria- 
cefs,  for  the  fake  of  the  influence  (he  had  over  the  diftem- 
percdki'ng;  and,  as  is  too-frequently  the  cafe,  the  quarrels 
between  the  wives  extended  themfelves  to  their  huft>ands, 
and  prodticed*  that  furious  and  implacable  hatred,  which  in  • 
its  effefts  was  fo  pernicious,  and  in  the  end  was  very  near 
proving  deftruftive  to  France.    To  render  the  duchefs  of  • 
Orleans  odious  to  the  people,  it  was  given  out  that  fhe  had 
bewitched  the  king,  and,  to  heighten  the  odium,  it  was  faid 
that  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  alfo  bewitched  the  queen. 
But  the  mofV  candid  ^'Writers  confcfs, -that  there  was- no 
ground  to  fufpeft  any  other  kind  of  magic  than  what  flowed 
from  the  affiduity  of  the  young  and  handfome,  when  uft- 
reftrained  by  principle  or  fentiment  they  give  a  loofe  to  their 
paffions.     When  the  king,  through  the  care  of  his  phyfician, 
feemed  to  be  tolerably  well  recovered,  another  unlucky  and  ^ 
unforefeen  accident  deprived  him  again  of  his  fenfes  9.     The 
queen  married  one  of  her  ladies  of  honour,  a  German^  to  a    • 
perfon  of  diftinftion  about  the  court,  and  the  marriage  was 
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to  be  ke|)t  with  great  folemnity  at  the  palace  of  the  queen 

dowager,  reU6t  of  Philip  de  Vakis.     Amongft  other  amufe- 

ments  there  was  to  be  a  mafque,  which  gave  occafion  to 

fome  young  !ords  to  appear  in  the  drefs  of  favages,  made  of 

linen,  which  fat  clofe  to  their  bodies,  Cbvered  with  rofin, 

*  which  while  hot  had  been  powdered  over  with  down,  that 

they  might  appear  like  fatyrs ;  the  count  de  Joigny^  Jobain 

paitnral  foil  to  the  count  de  Foix,  the  fon  of  the  count  de 

Valentinois,  Nantouillet ,  and  Cuifai  one  of  the  efquires  of 

the  body,  Were  of  this  party,  and  the  king  made  the  fixth  ^ 

This  trivial  fecret  was  fowell  kept,  that,  when  they  came  to 

the  ball,  they  were  not  known,  but  their  whim  was  mightily 

iapplauded  ;  the  duchefs  of  Berry,  feeing  him  robuft  and  welK 

made,  laid  hold  of  the  king,  and  'told  him  fhe  would  not 

part  with  him  till  fhe  knew  who  he  wias.     In  the  mean  time 

the  other  five  began  the  dance,  when  the  duke  of  Orleans^ 

out  of  levity,  making  a  fliew  of  running  a  lighted  torch  a- 

gainft  one  of  the  favages,  fet-his  habit  on  fire,  which  quickly 

communicated  the  flame  to  the  reft,  and  changed  this  fcene 

of  wanfbn  mirth  into  forrow  and  diftrefs. 

In  the  midft  of  their  torments,   the  maiks  roared  out  con-  His  'Hif. 

tinually  fave  the  king*  fave  the  king.     The  duchefs  of  Ber-  eafe  re- 

ry  rmfnediately  recollefted  that  he  muft  be  the  m^fk  which  t^rm  gra-* 

flood  by  her,  and  thereupon  throwing  her  robes  over  him,'^*^^^> 

and  wrapping  them  clofe  about  him,  put  out  the  fire  :  Nan-  ^°''^  fi^' 

mtiilet,  by  jumping  into  ciftern  of  water,  faved  his  life ;  ^J'^' 

the  other  four  were  (0  terribly  burnt  that  they  died  in  two^^   ^'^ 

days;  and  the  king  was  fo  much  afFe&ed  with  the  fright  ^^d^io/gj^e 

with  grief,  that  it  caufed  a  relapfe !.     After  this  the  king 

had  four  or  five  fits  every  year  to  the  time  of  his  death.        * 

He  grew  heavy  and  uneafy  the  evening  before  the  fit,  and  " 

the  next  morning,  as  foon  as  he  awaked,  appeared  either 

furious  or  fooliih.     Sdmetimes  he  was  boifterous  and  cruel, 

at  others  melancholy  and  fall  of  tears; 'and  fometimes  he 

would  laugh  and  play  like  a  child,  but  knew /nobody,  and 

would  take  nothing,  fave  only  the  duchds  of  Orleansy  and 

from  her  hands  ^     In  his  lucid  intervals  his  uncles  took  care 

to  amufe  him  with  diveffions  of  every  kind,  and,  to  the  ut- 

moil  of  their  power,  hindered  his  addifting  himfelf  at  all  to 

bufinefs,  under  colour  of  concern  for  his  health :  this  was  of 

a  piece  with  their  pcJitics  in  the  time  of  his  minority;  but  • 

they  allied  more  wifely  in  another  refpeft,  fince,  contenting 

•      « 
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A.D.    themTdves  with  the  anaual  and  entire  reveuue  of  the  crows^ 
M93*    they  did  not,  as  before,  opprefs  the  people  with  taxes;  and 
perceiving  that  the  pafEon  which  prevailed  at  court  fcr  g^m* 
iQg  began  to  extend  itiejf  into  the  i>rovin^es,  they  took  care, 
by  good  laws,  to  it)p  the  progrefs  of  this  malady,  and  to 
fubftitute  martial  and  manly  exerci&s,  inftead  of  fuch  me- 
thoids  of  confamlng  their  leiiare  time  ^.     They  fliewed  like- 
wife  great  refpedl  to  the  parliament,  which  now  began  to 
iit  through  the  year,  with  only  fome  (hort  vacations,  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  prefcribed  by  the  king,  who  mad^ 
feveral  oth^  rules,  that  w^pre  fo  prudent  ai^d  ufeful  as   to 
be  ever  fince  retaiaed  *. 
'Aceomm-       The  government  oi  France  did  all  that  lay  in  tli^  power 
d^tes  all    to  compofe  the  fchifni  that  h^d  fo  long  difturbed  the  church, 
sli/putes      and  laboured  earjjeftly  to  perfuade  the  two  pop^  to  refign 
^tb  king  (heir  dignities,  to  facilitate  a  meafure  ci(o  great  importance, 
Richard    g^.  ^j^g  pontiffs,  who  never  could  agree  ia  any  thing  before, 
(h   r^h'  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  other's  mind  in  this,  and  concerted  their 
laM^htJ^  excufcs  fo  well,  th^t  CUmeni,  who  refided  at  yJvignon,  died 
Ifabel.      ^^  pofTeifion  of  the  papal  chs^raAer;  and,  notwithftanding 
\     the  oppofition  of  the  crowned  heads,  the  cardinals  <^  his  fac- 
tion chofe  Peter  de  Luna,  a  Spaniard,  who  aflumed  the 
pame  of  BenediEl  the  thirteenth,  4nd  proved  even  more  in- 
traftable  than  his  prcdeccflbr  ^.     The  truc^  with  England 
was  prolonged  from  time  to  time,  till  at  length. king  Richard 
II.  found  it  expedient  to  marry  the  princefs  Elizabeth^  the; 
daughter  of  Charles ^  though  a  child;  upon  which  tliey  had 
an  interview  with  ^ch  other,  and  concluded  a  truce  for 
thirty  years.     Oa  this  occafiioa  Charles  prevailed  upon  the 
king.of  England  to  reftore  the  important  fortrefs  of  Brefi  to 
the  duke  of  Bretagne,  who  had  mortgaged  it  to  his  grand-r 
faUier  foi:  an  immenfe  fum  of  money :  he  alfo  redeemed  Cifer-t 
bourg  in  Normandy,  which  bekmgi^  to  Charles  the  Nobie, 
king  of  Navarre,  to  whom  be  gave  the  duchy  of  Nenrnsrs, 
as  an  equivalent  for  his  cftates  in  that  province,  and  for  all 
his  other  pretenfions  y.     On  the  other  hand,  the  king  of 
England  procured  the  pardon  c^  Pet^  Craon,  and  the  reAt- 
tution  of  his  lands,  who,  at  his  return  to  Paris,  (hewed 
himfelf  a  mofi;  exemplary  penitent,  and  employed  his  reve- 
nues in  making  fatisfa(bion  to  a  nmltitude  of  perfons  whooi 
he  had  injured  *.      The  Genoefe,  wearied  with  domeftic 
troubles  and  fore'^n  wars,  put  tbemfelves  under  the  protec* 
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lion  of  France ».  On  the  contrary,  the  connt  <rf  Perig&rd 
baling  aflfembled  a  confideraUs  body  of  troops,  made  ufe  of 
them  to  fubdue  by  fcn-ce  feyeral  places  to  which  he  had  pre* 
tenfions,  without  refpeAing  the  arrets  of  parliament,  or  the 
king's  orders.  One  of  the  marihals  of  France  being  fent 
againft  him,  beat  his  troops,  befleged  him  in  one  of  his  for- 
trefles,  and,  having  conftrained  him  to  fmrender,  carried  >  ^  . 
him  prkbner  to  Paris:,  where  his  procefs  was  quickly  made,  j  'S 
In  confequence  of  which  he  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head 
ftnd  his  lands.  The.duke  of  Orleans  interpofed,  and  by  that 
means  preferved  the  one  and  acquired  the  other ;  for  thid 
young  prince  was  yet  more  violent  and  more  rapacious  than 
his  uncles,  and  one  vixj  or  other  had  amailed-  prodigious 
Wealth,  befides  many  counties  and  feigntories,  omitting  no- 
thing that  could  extend  his  power  or  augment  his  wealth  ^. 

SiGisMUNP,  king  of  Hungary^  being  attacked  by  Baja^Tbe  eemif 
zetf   emperor  of  the  Turks,  demanded,  in  very   huraHee^Nevert 
terms,  the  afliftance  of  the  crown  of  France^  to  which  in-  ^^  '^ 
deed  he  had  little  pretence;  fmce  he  had  carried  away  by  ^t^£     ^ 
force,  andefpoufed,  the  heirefs  of  ^tin^^yj,  at  a  time  when    ^?*  ^ 
file  was  contrafted  to  the  dukeof  ^/f<wi^  S  However,  the  great  ^^^  ^^ 
humility  of  the  application  havirig  effiiced  the  memory  of  the  trwps  a- 
affront^  the  flower  of  the  Frenck  nobility  marched  to  his  sJEA-gainJi  the 
ance.    At  the  head  of  thefe  forces  was  Jokn,  duke  of  Ntvers,  Turks* 
ddeft  fon  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  count  de  Eu,'ccm&A)o 
olFrance,  the  count  de  la  Marche,  prince  of  the  blood,  the 
marihal  (k  Boucicaut,  the  fieur  de  Coucy,  John  de  Vienne,  ad- 
ihiral  of  France,  the  princes  of  Bar,  the  fieurs  Sempi  audi 
Tremouille,  Ramald  de  Rote,  with  upwards  of  two  thoufalid 
gentlemen,  at  their  own  expence.    It  is  agreed,  that  tHere 
sever  appeared  a  body  of  troops  better  equipped,  more  Mrar-* 
like,  or  more  wicked  *.    They  forced  king  Sigifinund  to 
fight  the  Turks  at  great  difadvantage ;  the  battle  was  IdH 
entirely  through  their  imprudence,  in  which  the  admiral 
John  deVienne  was  killed  upon  the  fpot;  the  count  de  Eu, 
and  the  fieur  de  Coucy,  died  in  prifon ;  the  connt  de  Nevers,     '39* 
the  marihal  de  Boucicaut,  and  the  r^  of  the  princes,  were 
ranf<xned  at  a  vaft  expence,  which  did  not  difpleafe  the 
duke  oi  Burgundy  his  father,  who,  under  colour  of  his  fon?s 
vaafbm,  levied  twice  as  much  u{^on  the  people  ^     This  was 
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the  famons  defeat  of  NicopoKs^  which  rendered  the  frencb 
equally  odious  in  the  eyes  ^of  the  Turks  and  of  their  own 
allies.     The'office  of  ccwaftable. was  beftowed  on  the  marihal 
A  Sancerre '.     The  next  year  the  king  had  more  frequent 
returns  of  his  malady  than  ever,  and  was  once  furprized  {o 
A.D.    fuddenly,  that  he  called  to  the  duke  oi  Burgundy  to  take 
^397'     his  dagger  from  his  fide;  adding,  "  I  had  rather  die  than 
**  injure  any  of  my  fubjefts,"     His  daughter  the  princefs 
Mary,  a  child  of  five  years  old,  was  fent  to  a  nunnery,  in 
purfuance  of  the  king's  vow  ;  and  the  queen  dowager  Blanch 
of  Navarre^  widow  of  Philip  de  Falois,  died  univerfally  re- 
gretted 8. 
The  empe-       The  emperor  Wencejlaus  made  a  tour  into  France^  in  or* 
ror  makes  der  to  vifit  the  king,  and  to  concert  meafures  for  obliging 
a  toun  to    pope  BenediEl  to  refign,  as  the  only  efieAual  means  for  put- 
Paris,  tfffi^ting  an  end  to  the  fchifm;  but  the  king  being  attacked  by 
Y^^J      hisdifeafe,  during  the  emperor's  refidcnce  at  court,  the  pre- 
IV.  Jup'  j^j  concerted  with  him  came  to  nothing.     The  marihal  dg 
Jltchard    ^^^^<^^^9  however,  was  fent  to  befiege  the  pope  in  his  pa- 
ll, im      ^^^'  which  he  did,  but  with  very  little  efFcft ;  for  the  duke  of 
England.  Orkans^  merely  becaufe  he  was  attacked  by  the  dukes  of  5^r* 
ry  and  Burgundy,  became  his  protef^or,  and  m  the  king's 
lucid  intervals  fet  afide  what  they  did  by  their  own  authority 
...        at  other  times  **.     Henry,  earl  of  Derby,  fon  to  John  of 
Gaunt,  duke  of  Lc&icajier,  having  been  baniflied  from  Eng- 
land, after  vifiting  other  foreign  countries  came  into  France, 
where  he  was  received  very  kindly,  and  treated  with  great 
marks  of  efteem ;  but  returning  into  England,  under  pretence 
of  demanding  his  inheritance  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  found  the  affedlions   of  the  people  fo  much  alienated 
from  the  king   his  couCn,   that  he  found  it  no  difficult 
1398.    matter  to  depofe    Richard,    and   to   feat  himfelf  on   bis 
,  throne  ».      The  French  were  not  much  difiurbed  at  this 
event,  becaufe  they  flattered  themfelves  that  the  people  of 
Cuienne,  and  more  efpecially  the  inhabitants  of  Bourdeaux, 
where  Richard  was  bom,  and  where  he  was  ftill  exceedingly 
beloved,  would  have  revolted.      But    they  found  them- 
felves miftaken ;  upon  which  the  king  fent  the  fieur  Albret 
to  king  Henry  to  demand  his  daughter,  who  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty was  reftored;  but,  as  the  French  writers  fay,  no  part 
of  her  dowry  was  returned.     The  next  year  died  John  the 
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Valiant,  duke  of  Br&tagne^  full  of  yeafs,  and  covered  wiA 
glory  K 

He  left  his  children.to  the  protcftioa  of  the  duke  of  Bur-  Duke  of 
gundy y  and  to  the  care  of  h«  old  enemy,  but  cddcr  fiiend,  Bretagn© 
Oliver  de  Clijfon,  who,  after   his   difgrace  at  the  court  oi  dies  and 
France,  retked  to  his  own  eftate  rn  Bretagne^   where,  with  ^^^'^^^  ^* 
the  troops  which  his  own  reputation  and  the  afSilance  oif^^^  '• 
his  friends,  particularly  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  enabled  him  or^lC^iT 
to  afTemble,    he  defended  himfelf  fo  gallantly  againft  the  Ciifj-Qn, 
duke,  that  he  propofed  a  truce  and  a  conference,  and  fent    . 
his  fon  to  Clijfon  as  a  tiollage  for  his  fafety.     Clijfon  com- 
plied with  the  invitation,  and  carried  the  young  prince  with 
him.     The  duke,  amazed  and  confounded  at  this  a£l  of 
generofity,    after  what  had  pafled  between  them,  frankly 
granted  him  his  own  terms,  and  ever  after  confided  in  him 
as  his  beft  friend,  leaving  to  him  the  regency  of  his  dominions 
when  he  went  to  the  court  of  France,  and,  as  the  higheft 
tefthnony  of  efteem,  the  care  of  his  children  at  his  death  ^. 
How  well  he  merited  this  aA  of  confidence  immediately  ap« 
peared.     He  was  himfelf  ill,  and  kept  his  bed  at  the  time  of 
the  duke's  death.    His  daughter,  the  countefs  of  Penthievre^ 
who  had  married  the  competitor  to  the  late  duke,  propofed 
to  him  roundly  difpatehing  the  duke's  children  to  make  room 
for  her  own.     Inftead  of  making  her  an  anfwer,  Clijfon  laid    ^^  i>^ 
hold  of  the  javelin  that  flood  at  the  head  of  his  bed,  and     i  jqq' 
threw  it  after  her  as  (he  ran  down  flairs ;  (he  tumbling  thro* 
fear  and  hafte  broke  her  thigh,  and,  by  her  lamenefs  ever 
after,  tefHfied  her  father's  honour  and  her  own  difgrace  ". 
The  duke's  eldeft  fon  fucceeded,  and  from  his  care  received 
an  excellent  education. 

Wenceslaus,   emperor  oi Germany,  being  depofed  h^^^heiuke 
the  eleftors,  who  fent  the  duke  of  Bavaria^  the  queen's  fa-  ^f  ^^'  ^ 
rficr,  to  the  cotirt  of  France,  to  juflify  what  they  had  done,  ^^*"'  ^^f' 
the  duke  of  Orleans,   notwithflanding  his  regard  for  the^^^^^*' 
queen,  declared  in  favour  of  Wencejlaus,  and  led  an  army  in-  f"^  ^'      ^ 
to  Germany  to  reflore  him;  but  having  fecured  the  duchy  ^i i^^ain 
Luxemburgh,  which  that  prince  had  fold  him,  and  finding  difpojfefid 
thd,t  fVencefiaus  himfelf  was  content  with  the  kingdom  of  Bohe-  hy  the  duh 
mia,  he  returned  without  performing  any  thing  of  import-  of  Bur- 
ance  ^,     About  .this  time  alfb  the  marihal  de  Boucicaut  re-  gundy, 
torned-from  Conflantinople^  which  city  he  mofl  gallantly  de- 
fended againfl  the  Turks 'y  and  not  long  after,  came  the  em« 
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.>  I^of  Manuel  PaUohgus  himfelf,  to  intreat  farther  affiftanoe 
aflSftance  againft  Bajazet ;  from  whom,  for  the  prefcnt,  he 
was  delivered  by  the  famous  Tamerlane^  who,  after  his  vie- 
tory»  is  fud  to  liave  written  letters  to  king  CharleSy  and  td 
have  made  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  France.  Archamhauif 
de  GraiUti  brother  to  the  famous  captai  de  Buch^  by  thtt 
A.D.  death  of  the  count  de  Faix,  inherited  that  country :  but  hav- 
^400.  iskg  taken  poffeffion  of  it  without  the  king*s  confent,  the 
condable  was  fent  againft  him  with  an  army;  and  though  he 
was  not  very  fuccefsful,  yet  the  count  thdught  fit  to  corned 
to  PariSt  where  having  made  great  fubmiflions,  and  done! 
homage  td  the  king,  he  was  received  into  high  favour,  the 
father,  becaufe  he  frankly  declared  that  he  never  would  havct 
quitted  the  Mngli/b  intereft,  but  for  the  murder  of  Richard 
clBoutdeaux,  the  fen  of  his  beloved  mailer  iie  Mack  Prince  \ 
The  king's  difeafe  wite  now  grown  to  ftich  a  height,  thar^ 
even  during  his  lucid  intervals,  his  brain  was  fo  weak«  that 
k  was  idtproper  to  trouble  him  with  bufinefs.  In  thb  finut- 
tion  be  graaced  commiifions  to  the  proper  officers,  for  exc* 
Cttdog  juftke  and  expeditmg  public  affairs  '«  The  duke  of 
^  .  Burgundy  making  a  tour  into  his  own  dominions,  the  duke 
and  diichefs  ci  Orleans  made  fo  gpod  u(e  of  that  opportunity^ 
sod  of  the  kiflaence  they  had  over  the  king  and  queen,  that 
tbey  prevailed  upon  Charles^  who  was  then  in  his  fenfes^ 
(a  grant  a  commiffion,  creating  the  duke  his  brother  lieuee- 
fismt-general  and  governor  of  the  realm,  at  fuch  times  as^ 
through  the  vifitation  of  God,  he  was  himfelf  unable  to  ad- 
adminifter  public  affairs  4.  The  duke  of  Orleans y  in  virtud 
i£  this  coipikiiffiony  impofed  a  general  and  heavy,  tax^  from 
which  even  the  ecclefiaflics  were  not  exempted:  tha 
weather  being  viry  unfeafonable,  and  the  fcarcity  of  necd^ 
fecies  great  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  this  gave  the 
ddiJbe  of  Burgundy  great  advantage,  inafmuch  as,  at  his  le- 
turn,  he  avowed  publickly  in  parliament,  that  what  was 
'  alleged  of  his  content  to  that  cdX&  was  an  abfolute  faUity, 
iinc«v  notwithftanding  an  offer  had>een  made  him  of  an  enoT'* 
mous  61m  of  money,  he  had  confhintly  refufed  it  ^  The 
two  dukes  arming,  and  each  of  them  having  bis  allies^  the 
kingdom  was  in  great  danger  of  being  torn  by  a  civil  war. 
At  length  the  duke  of  Btntrbmi  interfering  as  their  commoa 
friend,  engaged  them  both  to  quit  the  court  till  thfaigs  could 
be  adjufted. .    When  the  king  was  next  in  health  bt  put  the 
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tiueftton  in  his  council,  his  uncle  and  his  brother  being  ab-  *- 
lent,  fo  that  their  votes  Were  free;  in  which  fituation  the  ' 
majority  of  votes  was  for  the  duke  of  Burgundy  •. 

In  quality  of  tutor  to  the  young  duke  of  Bretagne  and  ^^f  ^«'* 
his  brothers,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  certainly  rendered  a  veiy^/^"*"" 
confiderable  feryice  to  the  crown  oi  France ,  by  bringing  theS""^/ y** 
three  young  princes,  John^  Arthur  ^  and  Giks^  to  Paris^  which  ^T^L  *  J 
entirely  defeated  the  views  oi  Henry  IV.  ofEngUnd,  who,  by  g^^^^^g 
marrying  their  mother  the  duchefs  dowager,  had  in  view  ^^^^  ^j 
firengthening  the  Englifb  intereft  in  Bretagne  ^     The  duke  brethren 
of  Orleans y  who,  tho'  inferior  in  age  and  prudence^  was  to  to  the 
the  full  as  ambitious,  as  the  duke  of  Burgundy ^  ient  a  chai-  French 
lenge  to  king  Henry ;  who  anfwered,   that,  as  a  king,  he  intereft* 
could  not  take  notice  of  fuch  letters  if  they  did  not  come 
*from  a  crowned  head.    The  duke  replied  that  he  was  no 
king,  but  a  traitor,  a  murderer  of  his  prince,  and  a  ufurper. 
Henry  rejoined  in  the  fame  language,  that  the  duke  was  a 
turbulent  and  ambitious  prince,  who  had  bewitched  his  bro- 
ther that  he  might  feize  the  royal  authority,  which  he  was 
unable  to  manage.    Thefe  difputes  occafioned  animofitiesy 
and  even  hofHlides,  between  the  two  nations;  which,  tho' 
entirely  founded  in  pique  and  felf-intereft,  yet  both  fides  en- 
deavoured to  colour  by  fpecious  pretences".     The  French    a, 0 
.^exclaimed,  that  the  marriage  portion  received  with  queen     1040* 
Tfabel  was  not  reftored,  which  the  Englijb  admitted,  but  * 

pffered  to  dcduft  it  out  of  what  was  ilill  due  for  king  John*^ 
ranlbm  ^.  The  conftable  Sancerre  dying,  the  king  beftowed 
the  fword  n^nCharkSf  lord  oiJlbret,  I^s  couiin,  a  young 
snan  voy  nobly  born,  but  without  escperience.  The  queea 
was  delivered  of  Ion,  who  fucceeded  afterwards  to  the  crown  \ 
The  marfhal  de  Boucicaut  was  fent  to  command  in  Gjenoa; 
where  he  governed  with  fo  much  feverity  that  he  rendercdi 
his  nation  odious.  The  death  of  the  duke  of  MUany  father 
to  the  duchefs  of  Orleans ^  weakened  the  intereft  of  the  French 
in  //tf(y;  and  the  fchifm  ftill  continuing,  ferved  to  difturb 
and  diftra6l  their  affairs;  fo  that  the  refidence  of  one  of  the 
pretenders  to  the  papacy  at  Avignon  did  them  no  good  ^, 

The  clofe  correfpondence  l^tween  the  duke  of  Orleans  ^'gi^fdng 
aad  the  queen,  which  was  not  without  fcandal,  enabled  ?^ '^^ 
Aem,  however,   to  maintain  their  authority,  and  to  plunder  ^'^"'^' 
-the  people,  which  they  did  without  mercy.     On  the  o^her  ff'Y'^r 
hand,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  either  grown  wifer  from  ex-  ^/Orleans 
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anil  Bur-  peAence,  or  out  of  a  defire  of  oppofiDg  them,  was  a  coo- 

gttndy»  ftanc  enemy  to  the  impofition  of  new  tastes,  and  laboured  all 

m/bicb  he  could  to  relieve  aad  protcft  the  people  ;   aad  this  occa- 

froved/o  fioned  his  death,  which  happened  at  Ifafl  ux  Haimult^  to 

/^^  ^«  be  exceedingly  regretted  »  (E).    He  wa^  fiiccccded  ia  the 

"^^  r                  greateft 
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(E)  Fi^7f>  thtHarJfy,  dake 
of  J?iir^Mr<^,was  gmng -to  take 
Mfibfion  of  the  .duchy  of  Bra- 
iaifty  in  idle  nameof  his  &cQn4 
fon,  wkeu  be  was  jTeisMd  v^ 
ao  epidemic  4ifteinper/  wbkdi 
then  prevailed,  at. an inn^  that 
had  for  iti  fign  the  great  hare, 
in  the  town  oxHaUxn  Hainaulty 
whete  he  d^ceafed  on  i^e  zj^ 
«f  Jprily  1404,  in  the  fw^- 
Aird  y  ear  of  1)i«  age.  He  -was 
ahe  favourite  of  his  father  \  attd 
f(»ne  hilbiiaos  hanrir  thonght 
H  a  weakoef  in  his  brother 
Cbarks  tbfWife^^  that  he  ib^eJM•-  . 
))eilly  l^Qtv^  t^  p/ocpj-e  him 
theheirefs  oi Flanders,  by  which 
i^e  became  at  leait  as  rich,  and 
^rery  near  as  potent,  as  himfdf. 
Thefe  hiftorians  did  not  cer- 
^ttly  confer,  that,  in  what- 
ever ligitf  it  appeared  to  then, 
both  kiiig  y9h»  and  hts  fon 
aarlis  the  IViff  ftfte^mod  k  a 
creat  a^  of  policy ;  and  it  vk 
Sat  reafpn^ble^o  fiippore,ithat. 
In  their  own  times,  they  could 
judge  better,of  their  own  affairs 
than  we  at  this  diilance.  It 
ioay  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  hi«  cosfort  Margaret  ^ 
daughter  to  Lewii  Hli  comutff 
fUmiiriy  though  a  maid,  WM 
(he  widow  of  BhiUp  de  Rm'vriy 
the  lall  duke  of  Burgundy ^  of 
the  former  line  i  fo  t^t  it  was 
probably  with  a  view. to  this 
match,  and  atthefj^x^etimeto 
gratify  the  afFeftion  ^hat  he  had 
w,  bi«  &y^t^  fonj,  #.t^^^ 


fojemnty  uniting  B^r^trndp  <^ 
the  ermrn  of  France,  king  JoBn 
feparated  it  again  in  favour  of 
PMigff  though  he  did  not  live 
Ifmgeuoiigk  to  accomplifli  tiiia 
marriage.  Itwisf  count  c£ 
fJmtders,  had.  been  always  i» 
the  Eag/ijSIf  intcrett,  aad  pro- 
pofed  nvarrying  his  heirefs  Co 
one  of  the  Ions  of  Ed^ward  III* 
which  he  knew  would  have 
been  very  acceptstble  to  hia 
iubje^ts,  and  which,  as  Cbarier, 
thtWift  ytaj  rightly  forefawa 
w^uld  fooner  or  later  have  bees 
the  r«Mi|  of  Fr^mcti  which  (hew# 
us  that,  after  all,  bis  con^rsu* 
ing  the  duchj^  to,  and  prociur-' 
ing  this  marriage  £(^r,  bis  bro- 
ther,  was  no  luch  rolecifm  in 
politics  as  has  bcMi  pretend- 
ed. Fet,  whether  a  right  gr 
wrong  (lep,  it  had  never  been 
campafled  b«t  for  the  zeal  of 
1^  young  heire&'s  grandmO' 
ther,  who  was  ia  zealous  iii 
the  cavi^  of  her  eoontry,  wbic)| 
was  Frame,  ^at  fbe  told  thn 
count  her  fon,  if  he  perfifted  in 
his  defign  of  marrying  his 
daughter  to  a  fon  of  ESwari, 
fhe  would  cut  o^  the  breaft  that 
fockled  himf  which  IheWs  v^at 
a  point  was  made  of  this  mar* 
,riage,  and  af  what  €onie<|iicace 
it  waseOaeined.  By  this  mas« 
ri^re  be  became  very  powerful^ 
and  had  as  large  a  revenue  as 
any  moi^arch  of  his  timet  bat 
he  had  a  mfnd  ftill  greater  thM 
kit  fertvuc^  »Ad^  S9  magni&- 
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greate'ft  part  of  his  dominions  by  his  fon  Johriy  coutit  of 
Never Sy  who,  in  point  of  ambition,  was  equal,  in  courage 
fnperior,  but  in  abilities,  or  at  ieaft  in  moderation,  very 
unlike  his  father.  The  queeii  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  ex* 
eluded  him  entirely  from  the  government;  and  if  they  had 
G^ed  with  any  tolerable  temper  and  prudence,  they  might  -A.D* 
very  probably  have  prefer ved  the  authority  they  had  gained  >  *4^4* 
but  while  they  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  this,  they 
aftcd  as  if  it  had  been  their  intention  to  lofe  it.  They  took 
all  poffible  methods,  mean  as  ,weU  as  opprefllve,  to  amafs 
•wealth,  and,  when  £hey  had  acquired  it,  they  fpent  it  as  un- 
worthily a.  The  queen  was  faid  to  fend  large  fums  into 
Germany y  that,  in  cafe  of  any.  accident,  fhe  might  have 
\/herewithal  to  fubfift :  as  for  the  duke,  he  was  continually 
|>archafing  lauds^  tho'  he  would  never  pay  his  debts.  Their 
courts  were  numerous  and  fplendid,  while  thofe  of  the  king 
and  his  children  where  fo  ill  provided,  that  the  people  begaa  ' 
to  murmur.  The  king,  in  one  of  his  lucid  intervals, 
hearing  how  his  children  were  ufed,  fent  for  the  dauphin's 
gpvernefs,  and  upon  her  owning  that  they  fometimes  wanted 

'»  Annalcs'de  France  MousTRELET,   P.  ^mil. 

Cence   with   which    he    lived  count  of  l^everi  and  Pjethet  % 

fwallowed    up    all,    infomuch  Margaret^ .  who  was  the  feqond 

that,  when  he  came  to  be  bur i-  confort  of  William  of  Ba'varia, 

ed,  as  he  was  with  great  mag-  count  of  Holland  and  Zealand  \ 

ilificence  in  the  chartreufe  at  Mary,  t^ho   efpoufcd  Amadeus 

i)^«,  of  whicfi  hfi- was  foun-  Vill*  duke  of  ^^woj?;  znd  Ka- 

dcr,'-  the  dwchefs   his  wi^ow,  therine^  who  became  the  con- 

ftccording.  to    ;be    prafticc  of  fort  of  Leopold  III.   duke   of 

thofe  times,' took  off  her  girdle,  Anfiria.     It  is  neceflary  to  ob- 

with  the  purfe  and  bunch  of  ferve,  that  Margaret y  his   wi- 

keys  hanging  to  it,  and  laid  it  dow,   died  of  an  apoplexy,  on 

by    his    effigies,    which     had  the  2odi  nf  March  following,/ 

been  carried  in  ftate,  fignifying  at  the  age  q/  fifty.fi vej   on 

tiiereby  that  (he  renounced,  for  which  her  (on  ^o^n,  duke  q( 

Iterfelf  and  children,  All  claim  Burgundy^  fucceeded   to  Flan- 

to  hit  perfond  eftate,    which  den,  and  all  its  de{)endencies9 

came  ta,  and  was  divided  a-  which  rendered  him  i^s  formid- 

niongfl>  his  creditor s»  Philip  able  as  ever  his  father  had  been^ 
the  Hardy  had  by  this  princefs  ;  and  infpired  him  with  the 
three  foos  and  as  many  daugh-  '  hopes  of  governing  i^^»r^   vx 

tfers  ;     Johny    who   fucceeded  the  fame  manner  h^Aaddone^ 

him  in  the  duchy  and  county  of  without  confideriii|;  that  him* 

Burgundy}    Anthony y  who   be-  felf  was  the  coufin  only  to  lih« 

came  dnke  of  Brabant  and  Limr  reigniug  monarch,  wherea$  hi» 

hurg  J  lud  Fkilif^  who  beoame  father  Philip  was  Ws  uncle. 
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food,  and  often  cloaths,  the  king,  fetching  a  deepfigh,  gave 
her  a  gold  cup,  out  of  which  he  drank,  adding,  that  pomp 
was  ridiculous  were  neceflaries  were  wanting  f>.      He  or- 
dered, however,  a  general  council  to  be  called  of  all  the 
princes  of  the  Hood,  to  which  the  duke  of  Burgundy  was 
exprcfsly  fummoned.     He  came  accompanied  with  a  confl- 
derable  force ;  and  then  the  dukes  of  Berrx  ^^^  Bourbon^ 
the  kings  of  Navarre  and  Sicily^  declared  openly  againft  the 
queen  and  the  duke  of  Orleans ^  who  thereupon  withdrew  to  * 
Melun,  arid  attempted  to  carry  away  the  dauphin  and  the 
A  T\      king's  children :  but  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  to  whofe  daugh- 
"    '     ter  he  Mras  contrafted,  and  whofe  fon  was  to  marry  his  Mer, 
^*     purfued  and  brought  him  back  ^     Things  continued  for 
fome  time  in  very  great  diforder,  infomuch  that  a  civU  war 
was  apprehended ;  the  duke  of  Orleans*s  party  having  at- 
tacked the  duke  of  Berry  in  his  houfe  in  the  night ;  but  being 
repulfed,  and  finding  his  party  too  weak^  and  himfelf  too 
much  hated,  to  do  any  thing  by  force,  he  acquiefced  in  a 
provifion,  that,  during  the  times  of  the  king's  abfence  (which 
was  a  phrafe  they  made  ufe  of  to  exprefs  his  madnefs),  the 
kingdom  (hoXild  be  governed  by  acouncil  of  ftatc,  compofed 
of  the  princes  of  |he  blood ;  upon  which  a  kind  of  outfide 
reconciliation  enfued  *. 
Duke  of        As  the  two  dukes  continued   to  hate  one  another  as  paf- 
Orleans     fionately  as  ever,  and  were  reciprocally  framing^plots  to  each 
murdered   Qt^gr's  prejudice,  the  other  princes  of  the  blood  perfuaded 
mhi^  d   ^^^^  rather  to  fhew  their  courage  and  their  power  by  ex- 
^^^^^^*  pelling  the  Englijh  out  of  the  khigdom:    purfuant .  to  thisc 
Burgun-    advice,  the  duke  of  Orleans  marched  into  Guienne^  where 
dy,  lAjho  the  conftable  had  already  tj^en  fcveral  places,  and  extorted 
is  forced    a  great  fum  of  money  from  the'  Inhabitants  pi  kourdeaux  ; 
to  nvitb-    and  the  duke  of  Burgiind;^  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  head  of 
ilra^.       very  numerous  forces,  entered  Picardy  *.     They  could  not 
\^    have  a  more  favouraI:;ie  opportunity  ot  atchieving  what  they 
propofed ;  for  H(^ry  IV.  found  himfelf  fo  embarrafled  by 
kcret  confpiracics  and  open  rebdlions,  that  it  was  not  in  his. 
power  to  carry  on  the  war  with  f ranee,  as  he  would  other- 
wife  have  done.     Yet  both  the  princes  failed;  the  duke  erf 
1406.     Orleans  riiJng  before  Blaye,  which  lie  had  befiegcd,  and,  oq 
his  return  to  Paris^  procuring  the  king's  orders  to  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  to  qutt  the  fiege  of  Calais,   in  which  he  had 
made  very  little  progrefs  ^     Thcfe  difappointinents  made 

^  MoNSTELBTr  Mbz.  **^  Meyer  ih  Annal.  Flandf. 
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tkb  princes  more  furious;  the  duke  oi Burgundy  ViXXnhw^ing 
Ms  difgrace  entirely  to  the  duke  of  Orleans^  and  the  latter 
ajSirmingy  that,  during  his  canjpaign  in  Guienne^  he  had  not 
been  properly •  fupplied  with    money:  new  intrigues  were 

;  commenced,  new  violences  committed,  and  a  new  civil  war 
was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out,  when  the  duke  of  Berry 
iHterpofed,  who  had  been  very  ill  treated  by  thfe  duke  of 
Orleans^  and  who  had  no  great  cnufe  to  be  fatlsfied  with  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  :  but  they  were  both  his  nephews,  and 
his  intercefEon  was  fo  cordial,  affil  his  whole  conduft  fo  im- 
partial, thali  overcome  with  his  importunies,  they  confented 
to  a  reconciliation,  which  wa^  fealed  with  the  folemn  rites  of 
the  altar,  both  of  them  fwearing,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to 
live  in  perfedl  friendftiip  and  fraternal  unity  for  the  future  g. 
Within  three  days  after  this  folemn  aft,  xh&  A\ik&  oi  Orleans 
being,  asnfual,  at  the  queen's  lodgings,  where  he  fpent  his 

,  evenings,  a  perfon  came  in  hafte  to  inform  him  that  the  king 
dcfired  to  fpeak  with*  him  immediately,  on  an  affair  of  im- 
portance; the  duke,  mounted  on  his  mule,  preceded  by  two 
pages,  and  followed  only  by  two  of  his  domeftics,  fet  out 
for  the  Hotel  de  St.  Pol,  where  the  king  lodged,  and  in  his 
pailage  was  attacked  by  a  company  of  about  twenty  ruffians, 
commanded  by  one  whom  he  had  removed  from  a  trifling 
office  in  the  king's  fervice,  who  with  his  pole  ax  cut  off  his 
hand  that  relied  on  the  fide  of  his  mule,*'.    He  cried  out  / 

immediately,  **  I  am  the  duke  of  Orleans!  "  It  is  he,  re- 
plied the  aflaflin,  for  whom  we  wait,  and  with  a  fecond  blow  '  ^ 
cleft  his  Ikull.  One  of  his  fervants,  a  Fleming,  endeavoured 
to  cover  his  body  with  his  own,  and  was  difpatched  with 
him.  The  aflaffins  then  made  their  efcape  with  fuch  expe- 
dition and  addrefs,  that  they  were  none  of  them  known  '. 
This  execrable  aftion  was  committed  on  the  tWenty-third, 
or,  as  fome  fay,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  November.  The 
author  for  fome  days  was  not  known  or  fufpefted,  appear- 
ing publicly,  and  affifting  at  the  funeral  of  the  duke  (F). 

But 

8  Gaguini   Hift.    Polyp.  Virg.  *  Mezeray,  P, 

DaVIEL.  ^   BOULANVILLIERS. 

(F).  Lrwh  of  France,  duke  and  Chateauthierri,  was  in  his 

of  Orleans,    count  of  Valois,  perfon  the  taofl  amiable  roan 

Luxembourg^  S^Afi^  Blots,  Da-  of  his  time,  more  elegant  and 

noi$,    Beaumont^    d"" Jngoule/me,  kfs  robuH  than  the   Icing  hia 

Ferigord^  Drevbc^  SoiJ/hns,  Fer-  brother.    He  had  great  natural 

tus,  Portien,  znd  Poitiers,  lord  pa,rts,  and  thefe  were  improv- 

ofCou0y  Montargis,  d'Epernai,  ed  by  a  good  education,  under 

K  k  3                                     the 
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But  the  provoft'of  Paris  being  fent  for  by  the  council,   to  ^ 
know  what  difcoveries  or  what    enquiries  he  h^  made,  he 
demanded  leave  to  fearch  the  houfes  of  the  princes   thasi- 
felves,  which  was  given  him  '^,     The  king  of  the  Two  Sici" 

^   GaGUINI  Hift,  ,   MCZBRAY4 


the  care  of  his  uncle  the  duke 
ofBcurBofi;  fo  that  he  was,  in 
all  refpe^ts,  a  moft  accomplifli- 
cd  prince :  but  thro'  the  licen^ 
tioufhefs  and  corruption  of  th| 
times,  his  manners  were  wholly 
fpoiled,  and  he  had  tiot  only 
great  but  oppoflte  vices.  He 
was  ambitious  and  indolent  at 
the  fame  time,  avaricious  to  a 
degreeof  rapacity,  and  yetpro- 
fuie  to  the  utmoft  degree,  of  ex- 
travagance'; amafling  all  he 
could,  and  by  ail  means ;  but 
fo  void  of  juftice,  that  he  paid 
nobody,  and  treated  his  credi- 
tors with  fcorn  and  ridicule. 
By,  fits,  and  as  he  was  alarmed 
by  any  untoward  accident,  re- 
ligious, we  Ihould  have  faid 
fuperititious,  but  that  his  lait 
will  plainly  (hews,  in  his  feri- 
ous  mpmentsf  he  made  a  right 
jadgmcnt  of  things,  knowing 
very  well  that  foundations  and 
alms  were  not  a£ls  of  piety, 
when  not  accompanied  with 
juftice  and  equity :  but  his  grea^ 
vice  was  women ;  and,  as  if  this 
had  not  been  fufficient  to  ren- 
der him  odious,  he  is  faid  to 
l^ve  kept  a  cabinet,  in  which, 
were  the;  pidlures  of  his  mif- 
treffes,  and  to  have  celebrated 
liis  fuccefs  in  amojars  by  poems 
and  fongs.  The.  fcandal  he 
was  under,  with  refpcft  to  the 
queen*  did  him  gre^jit  hurt,  and 
the  violent  methods  he  took  ito 
ipjrich  himfelf  made  him  uni- 
Verfally  hated.  On  the  other 
|,^d,  his  i^chi^&f^aiifitw  waJ 


wonderfully  handibme,  had  9 
great  deal  of  wit,  andfujchan 
afceudeocy  over  the  king,  chat 
ihe  alone  was  knowA  tO/aud 
apqproached  him  f^ly  in  lis 
madnefs,  fell  under*  a  greater 
load  of  odium  thau  he,  from 
the  vulgar  perfuafibn,  -that  Ihe 
had  inchanted  himj  as  if  beauty, 
wit,  and  youth,  ftood  in  i^ed  of 
xnagtc^  "i  he  cla^ioor,  however, 
r^  fomf  rimes  fphi^^,  that  ihe 
was  obliged  to  be  abient  from 
court,  where  (he  vfas  not  m.u.ch 
beloved  by  the  queen,  and  mor- 
tally hated  by  ducbefs  of  Bur^ 
gwidy.  By  this  princefs,  when 
murdered  i^  the  flower  of  his 
age,  the  duke  of  Or/fti»j  left 
three  fons  and  one*  daughter  j 
Qharlesy  duke  oiXh'Ieatu^'CQniat 
of  Fertus,  ^on-traded  to  th$ 
daughter  of  the  duke  qf  J?«r* 
gunJy^  but  not  married,  who 
left  only  a  natural  fon,  ftiled 
the  ballard  of  Fertus,  and  7<?^jf 
count  of  Angoulffme.  TThe 
daughter,  Margafei\  became 
the  wife  of  Richards,  count  of 
Eftamfes^  fon  to  John.  V.  duke 
of  Bretagne.  This  dodiefs 
ftf/<^?r//«^  furviv^4  the  ditkc  lit* 
tie  more  than-  a  year,  and  is 
muclf  celebrated  for  her  affec- 
tion for  his  natural  fon  7«Ar,* 
fliled  the  baftard  of  Orleam, 
whom  he  had  by  Mariette  de 
Enghein,  the  wife  of  Jt^hert  d$ 
Canh  a  gentleman  of  Picartfy^ 
of  whom  we  (hall  have  occafion  , 
to  fpeak  very  largely  in  thq 
CQOrfe  of  this  hifiory. 
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iles  lodungatthis  time  upon  fhe  dukt-  of  Burgtmtfy^  hvr    ' 
him  change  countenance;  and  foon  after  he  confeflcd  to  that 
pFincC)  and  to  the  dnte  of  Berry^  that  it  was  by  his  order 
^the  dtrkc  of  Orteans  was  kiUcti;  iJpon  which  they  advifed 
lirni  to  retire,  which  he  did,  accompanied  only  by  five  per- 
fons.     The  admiral  aflfanbled  a  company  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  knights,  wltii  whom  he  wonld  have  puribed  him, 
but  the  comicil  iwterpofed,  and  obliged  him  to  dcfiil  K     The 
duke  of  BouH^n  exprefled  great  difpleafure  that  he  was  not 
jfrrcfted;  and  equally  abhorring  the  wickcdnefs  of  fome,  and 
afhanfed  of  the  pufilianimity  of  others,  left  the  court,  and 
retired  to  his  owan  eftate.    The  conncil  being  informed  that 
tiic  duke  of  BUrguntfy  wats  raifing  troops,  and  had  publifhed 
a  maoifefh),  in  which  he  avowed  and- juftified  the  murder, 
'Were  much  alarmed'.     The  king,  who  had  a  long  lucid  in-     -   ^ 
tierval,  went  to  the  parliament,  and  held  his  bed  of  juftice    "/ ^^ 
on  the  twenty-fboh  of  December^  and  there  publiftied  an      ^^ 
^edi^,  by  which  he  direfted  that  the  eldcft  fons  of  France^ 
of  what  ^e  foever,  at  the  time  of  their  acceffion,  (hould  be 
•efteemed  kings,  anointed  and  crowned,  and  that  all  public 
ads  fliould  run  in  their  name,  and  not  in  that  of  any  regent 
*  whatever  *».     This  ftems  to  have  been  calculated  to  fecurc 
the  crown  to  his  fons,  then  all  of  them  children. 

The  duke  oi  Berry ^  and  other  great  lords^  were  fent  toq-heduh 
perfuade  him  not  to  add  the  infolt  on  the  king's  authority  to  of  Bur- 
die  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans^  but  to  qualify  things  in  gundy 
tfie  beft  naanner  poffible,  and  to  demand  in  general  terms  a  comes  and 
roykl  pardon.     The  duke  making  ufe  of  his  fuperior  ioTQc^firces  the 
rejefted  all  propofitions  of  accommodation;    marched  xx\-^Jf'''fi^ 
'  umphantly  to  Parisj  demanded  and  forced  an  audience  from      -^ 
the  king,  infifted  upon  juftifying  himfelf  publickly,  which  ^^.^'*^*'^ 
he  did  by  the  mouth,  of  his  apologift  Dr.  John  PHit,  who,  in  J^^      ' 
the  prefence  of  tlie  dauphin  and  the  princes  of  the  blood,  de- 
famed the  deceafed  duke  of  Orleans  as  a  tyrant  and  a  traytor, 
inferring  frpm  thence,  that,  inftead'of  confidering  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  as  a  criminal,  they  ought  to  refpeft  him  as  •the 
king's  beft  fubjeft,  and  the  deliverer  of  the  kingdom  \ 
This  was  heard  with  filence  and  fecret  diflike  -,  and  the  queen    ' 
and  moft  of  the  princes  of  the  blcfod  withdrawing,  the  duke, 
who  had  the  king  in  his  power,  obtained  from  him  as  full  a 
pardon  as  he  could  dcfire  or  devife.     He  was  not  fatisfied 
with  this,  but  obliged  him  likev^ife  to  remove  the  admiral, 

^  Hift.  Anonym,  .de  Charles  VI.  «  Recncil  de  Pieces, 
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and  to  appoint  the  Sieur  de  Chatillon  to  that  office,  who  was 
in  his  intereft  *.     A  fedition  at  Liege y  where  the  people  had 
expelled  his  brother-in-law,  who  pretended  to  be  ^eir  biihop 
without  being  a  prieft,  induced  the  duke  of  Burgundy  to 
march  with  all  his  forces  to  his  aififtance.     On  his  retiring 
from  Paris y  the  queen  and  the  princes  of  the  blood  returned 
with  what  forces  they  could  raife,  and  fent  for  the  duchefs 
dowager  of  Orleans^   who  entered  with  a  great  train  all  in 
deep  mourning.     A  week  after  came  the  young  duke,  who 
bad  efpoufed  the  queen  dowager  in  England,  with  the  fame 
marks  of  diftrefs ;  the  procefs  againfl  the  duke  of.  Burgundy 
was  formed  in  the  accuftomed  manner,  his  pardon  declared 
null  and  void,  and  himfelf  a  public  enemy  P.    As  this  change 
was  very  fudden  and  furprizing,  fo  it  lafted  not  long;  for 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  having  defeated  the  people  in  Liege ^ 
(lain  twenty  thoufend  of*  them  in  the  field,  and  left  his  bro- 
ther-in-law,   who  ftiled  himfelf  bifhop,    to  murder   fome 
thoufands  more,  for  having  dared  to  difpute  his  claim  to 
that  title,  returned  onde  more  into  France,  with  a  numerous 
army  %     At  firfl  the  queen  and  the  princes  of  the  blood 
thought  of  fortifying  Paris,  of  raifing  an  army  and  meeting 
him  in  the  field ;.  but  finding  the  citizens  were  moft  of 'them 
in  his  intereft,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  raife  the  fuj>-. 
plies  neceflary  for  carrying  on  a  war,  they  judged  it  more 
prudent  to   retire,  >vith  what  forces  they  had,  to  Tours^ 
which  they  executed  with  great  prudence,  and  carried  the 
king  with  theip.     The  duke  of  Burgundy  fent  the  count  of 
Hainault  to  treat  with  the  queen  and  dauphip,   to'  wlym 
the  king  had  committed  the  management  of  public  affairs  ^ 
He  was  w^  received,  and  fent  back  with  the  lord  Montague, 
who  had  the  direftibn  of  the  finances,  and  who  offered  to  him,, 
as  the  final  refolution  of  th^e  court;  two  propofitions ;  firft, 
that  he  ftiould  make  a  clear  and  fatisfaftory  fubmiffion  to 
the  king  in  pttblic,  and  next,  that  he  Ihould  abftain  from 

A«  D-  coming  into  his  prefence  for  fome  year$;  which  offer  he  re- 
i^pS.  jefted  with  contempt,  and  fo  terrified  Montague,  that,  to 
make  his  peace,  he  promifed  to  render  him  all  the  fervice 
that  was  in  his  power  "•  The  duke  proceeding  to  Paris, 
entered  it  witK  his  forces ;  and  having  remained  there  for 
fome  time,  received,  by  the  indefatigable  endeavours  of 
Montague,  fuch  terms  as  he  thought  fit  to  accept,  and 
which  perhaps  had  not  been  obtained^  if  the  duchefs  dowa* 
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ger  of  Orleans  had  not  died  of  grief  *.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  gave  law  in  this  manner  to  the  king  and  the  princes 
of  his  family,  he  loft  that  credit  which  hitherto  he  had 
maintained  through  the  greateft  part  of  his  kingdom,  by  the 
licentious  behaviour  of  his  troops^  and  by  the  miferies  which 
this  civil  war  occafioned,  which  was  now  imputed  to  his 
ambition,  and  the  defire  he  had  of  ruling  all  **. 

A  SUBMISSION  in  general  words  to  the  king,  and  a  defire  Di/mJ 
of  being  reconciled  to  the  duke  oi  Orleans  and  his  brothers,/!/^  ^ /i'*^ 
exprefled  in  the  fame  manner,  apd  fupported  by  a  ihort  de-  ^i^^ 
daration  from  the  duke  himfelf,  that  the  perfon  who  fpoke  M®»-' 
them  expreffed  bis  fenfe,  was  all  that  could  be  exafted  from  ^^Z^^*    . 
liie  duke  of  Burgundy :  but  in  hopes  of  rendering  real  a  re-  /^'^^ 
conciliation,  fupported  by  folemn  oaths  and  promifes,  not'"]^J'^ 
only  of  the  parties,  but  of  the  princes  and  great  lords  on"J^^  ^^^^ 
both  fides,  the    duke  of  Burgundy  gave  his  daughter  xx>ofshe  fi" 
ie  duke  of  VertuSy  brother  to  the  duke  of  Orleans ^  with  nances. 
an    annuity  of  four  thoufand  livres,    and  a  portion  of 
150,000  crowns  in  ready  moneys.     The  whole  court  re- 
turned to  Paris y  where  the  duke  of  Burgundy  finding  it  ex- 
tremely difiicult  to  maintain  himfelf  by  mere  dint  of  fiiperior 
force,  began  to  praftife  on  the  prmces,  and  by  a  great  fliew 
of  refpeft  drew  over  the  duke  of  Berry y  as,  by  fair  promifes 
of  doing  him  juftice,  he  alfo  did  Charles  the  Nobhy  king  of 
Navarre^  who  had  been  neglefted  and  hardly  treated.     The 
queen,  feeing  the  duke's  authority  fo  well  fupported,  prac-^ 
tifed  in  her  turn  on  the  mind  of  the  dauphin,  and  engaged 
him  to  retire  with  her  to  Melun  *.     The  duke  took  the  oc- 
cafion  of  her  abfence,  and  a  relapfe  of  the  king,  to  feize  the 
lord  of  Montague y  mafter  of  the  king's  houfhold,  who  had 
the  fupreme  direftion  of  the  finances.     This  man  was  im- 
menfely  rich,  excefEvely  vain,  and  univerfally  hated  j  his  pro- 
cefs  was  made,  the  rack  forced  him,  to  become  an  evidence 
againft  himfelf,  and,  being  thus  convifted,  he  was  publickly  '   . 

beheaded.  .  At  the  time  of  his  death .  he  declared  his  con- 
feffion  to  be  falfe,  and  extorted  by  pain ;  vindicated  the  me-  - 
mory  of  the  duke  of  Orleans ^  and  fhewed  mgre  firmnefs  than 
could  have  been  expefted  from  his  former  courfe  of  life  ^r. 
lie  had  two  brothers,  the  one  archbifliop  of  Sens^  and  chan-  - 
cellor  of  France^  the  other  biftiop  of  Paris;  and  his  daugh- 
ters were  married  into  great  families,  but  were  unable  to  fave 
him ;  however,  the  fentence  was  afterwards  reverfed,  and  his 
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memory  ▼indicatscd  by  a  jtrdkial  procefs,  at  tht  expetice  of 

a  conveot  which  he  had  founded  ;  who  fold  their  plate  to 

defray  the  ^peoces  of  the  frit ;  a  circninftance  that  dc- 

ferved  perpetual  memory  *.     When  the  king  recovered,  he 

was  amazed  at  the  fate  of  his  miiiifter ;  but,  being  told  that 

he  fuflfered  by  due  courfe  of  law,  hfi^  was,  or  at  leaft  feemed 

to  be  fatisfied.     The  queen  alfo,  whicK  is  ftilf  more  extra- 

Of(fmary,  having  a  part  of  his  forfeiture^  and  her  brother 

Lewis  duice    of  'Bavaria     another  part,    was    reconciled 

to  Ae  duke  of  Burgundy^  -tho'  Montague*%  greateft  crime 

'A.&-     w>a&  his  attachment  to  her  fervice.     The  privileges  of  the 

»4:®9»    city  ol  Paris  were  entirely  reftored,  and  particularly  the 

power  of  the  'militia ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  become  fa 

very  wKe,  that  they  thanked  the  king  for  his  favour,  and 

declined  accepting  it:    abundance  of  unneceflary  penfions. 

.  were  fuppreffed,  and  feveral  extravagant  grants  were  re» 

fumed :  rifxe  truce  with  England  was  on  neither  fide  obferved,, 

and  yet  no  war  declared.     The  city  of  Genoa  revolted,  and 

the  French  loft  their  influence  in  Ra!^  * ;  which  had  beea 

principalis  nfeful  In  their  commerce. 

fhe  duki        ^  GREAT  council  of  the  princes  and  peers  being  fum- 

c/Bur-      moned  in  the  king's  prcfence,  it  was  decided  therein,  that, 

gundy  af-  for  the  future,  when  the  king  was  indifpofed,  all  afts  of 

fums,  ax    government  (hould  run  in  the  name  of  the  dauphin.    This 

governor    made  it  Bot  only  proper  but  nec^flary  .tjiat  he  fhotild  be 

of  the  ,     taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  women,  and  confequently  it 

dauphin^    grew  to  be  a  point  of  the  higheft  Importance  who  ihould  b^ 

the  <&Yf-    intrtifted  with  the  care  of  this  young  prince,  becaufe  it  was, 

tionoftbe  -^  ^^^^  to  truft  them  with  the  government  ^.    In  point  of 

^  ^^*    decency,  the  king  demanded  fir  ft  tlie  advice  of  his  uncle  the 

duke  of  Btrry,y  who,  with  'much  warmth,  and  without  the 

leaft  hefitation,    recommended  the  duke  of  Burgundy ^  to 

whofe  daughter  the  young   prince  was  contracted;   but 

when,  in  confequencc  of  his  nomihation,  he  faw  this  pffice 

on  the  point  of  being  conferred  upon  him  by  common  con- 

ffent,  he  grew  uneafy,  and  would  have  fubftituted  himfelf  \ 

but  it  was  too  late,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  was  appointed ; 

and  the  duke  of  Berry;,  unable  to  (licw  his  refentment  any 

Other  way,  retired  from  Paris  *.     This  I'ery  probably  gave 

him  little  difquiet  at  the  time  ;  but  it  very  loon  appeared 

Aat  this  prince  was  no  infignificant  enemy.     The  duke  of 

Orkans,  who  had  lately  loft  his  confort,  the  queen  dowager 
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of  England^  quickly  repaired  to  him,  and  dcckred  his  rcfo 
lotion  to  revenge  his  father's  death.     The  duke  of  Bourhon 
joined  him  alfo,  with  feveral  other  perfons  of  the  highcft 
quality ;  but,  while  they  meditated  the  means  of  reftoring 
the  government,  the  duke  of  Bourbon  died.     He  maintained 
to  the  lall  that  excellent  charafter  he  acquired  in  his  youth. 
He  fufFercd  with  the  ftate ;  but  was  fo  far  from  deriving  anjr. 
thing  to  himfelf  from  the  diftrefe  of  the  crown,  that  he  de- 
clared the  duchy  of  Bourbon^  which  was  his  proper  hetc- . 
ditary  eftate  andappenage,  revertable  to  the  crown,  in  cafe 
a  failure  fhould  happen  of  heirs  male''.     His  piety  was  fin* 
cere,  but  without   any  mixture  of  bigotry ;  his  friendihip . 
warm  and   difmterefted ;   yet,  in  a  particular  inilaoce,  it 
proved-  highly  beneficial  to  his  family.     He  protefted  th^ 
lord  of  Beaujeu  SLgSLiiiA  the  count  of  Savoy  ;  and  that  lord: 
dying  without  ifTue,  bequeathed  to  the  duke's  pofterijty  B^oM'^ 
johis  and  the  fovereignty  of  Dombex ".    The  duke  of  Berry^ 
finding  his.  own  ftrength,  publifhed  a  manifefto,  and  marched 
towards  Paris :  the  duke  of  Burgundy  alfo  ajOTembled  an  army, 
and  had  the  king  on  his  fide ;  but  when  things  were  on  the     j^  jy 
point  of  coming  to  extremities,  it  was  propofed,  as  the  only     i^ioJ 
certain  and  efFeftual  method  of  preferving  peace,  that  all  the 
pHnces  fhould  quit  the  court,  and  that  the  king  (hould  ap- 
point new  miniflers  oif  his  own  choice.     The  duke  of  Bur^  • 
gun^y  executed  this  treaty  fairly ;  and,  after  taking  leaye  of 
the  king,  with  great  teftimonies  of  duty  and  refpeft,  with- 
drew into  his  own  dominions  ;  but  the  duke  of  Orleans,  tho* 
crflen  fummoned,  would  never  difmifs  his  troops,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  fecretly  omitted  nothing  that  could  be  done  to 
extend  his  party,  and  to  augment  his  forces  ^ 

At  Paris  the  king  and  his  people  were  in  great  hopes  they  Pr/ent^ 
fhould,  at  length,  enjoy  fome  degree  of  quiet ;  the  new  mi-  ment  be- 
niftry  were  frugal  and  circumfp^  ;  they  were  fenfible,  that  *»v/«r  th 
jiot  only  their  authority  but  their  fafety  depended  on  their  ^T*'*^^- 
behaving  as  they  ought ;  and,  from  this  principle,  they  were  ^'?"/  '"*•' 
very  attentive  to  their  duty.     But,  while  they  were  thus,  em-  %*'f^» 
ployed,  the  coiirt  was  alarmed  by  letters  from  the  duke  of  y%'^  ^ 
Burgundy f  afluring  them  that  the  princes  were  about   to,^^^^^^^ 
raife  new  troubles,  in  order  to  make  themfelves  maflers  oi  fjfifchieft 
the  perfons  of  the  king  and  dauphin,  and  of  the  govern- ^^fln«;^r* 
ment ;  for  which  reafon  he  advifed  the  king  to  make  a  new 
governor  of  Paris,  and  to  provide  for  his  own  fecurity  8. 
The  inhabitants  of  Paris  oppofed  this,  l)ecaufe  Ihe  duke  of 
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Berry  was  ftill  their  governor.    The  king  laboured  to  com- 
pofe  thefe  troubles ;  the  queen  undertoofc  to  mediate  ;  and 
the  duke  of  Qrleans  feemcd  to  acquiefce,  as  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy really  did.     But  the  farmer,  when  he  found  himfelf 
ftrong  enough,  challenged  the  latter ;  and,  throwing  ofF  the 
malk,  declared  war  **.     The  queen  alfo  efpoufed  the  caufe  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans ;  which  fo  enraged  the  Parijians,  that 
they  now  delired  the  duke  of  Berry  might  be  removed,  and 
the  count  de  St.  Pol  appointed  in  his  ftead  ^     They  had  their 
defire,  and  had  very  foon  after  reafon  to  repent  it.     The  firft  . 
aft  of  the  count's  government  was  railing  a  kind  of  guard,  . 
<;onfifting  of  five  hundred  bbtchers,  who,  having  once  arms 
put  into  their  hands,  made  the  whole  city  tremble.     All 
France  was  now  divided  into  two  parties  ;  fuch  as  favoured 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  from  his  father-in-law  (fof  he 
was  again  married)  were  fliled  Jrmagnacs^  and  thofe  who 
adhered  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who,  from  one  Caboche, 
were  ftiled  Cabochines ;  the  former,  by  way  of  difUnftion, 
A.  D,   wore  a  white  fcarf,  with  what  we  call  a  St.  George's  crofs, 
*4"-     the  latter  a  red  one,  with  the  crofs  of  St.  Jndrew  K     The 
dauphin,  on  the  maixh  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  forces 
towards  Paris,  wrote  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  to  come  to 
theafTiftanceof  himfelf  and  his  father,  and  was  quickly  obeyed. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  advanced  towards  him  with  a  numerous 
army ;  but,  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  engaging,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  decamped  ;  for  many  of  his  Flemi/blords, 
having  ferved  their  time,  began  to  retire :  the  duke  of  Orle- 
ans, laying  hold  of  this  opportunity,  caufed  his  forces  to 
block  up  Par/V,  which  he  muft  have  reduced,  if,  when  it 
was  Jeaft  expefted,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  had  not  fuddenly 
entered  it  with  a  fmall  body  of  choice  troops.     This  fuccour 
.  foon  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  the  people  of  Paris  recovered 
'their  fpirits,  and,  having  joiited  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  re- 
covered feveral  places,  and  at  length  conftrained  the  duke 
of  Orleans  to  decamp  and  retire  K 
Chaifles         The  king,  who  had  been  out  of  his  fenfes  the  beft  part  of 
puts  bim-  the  time  his  capital  was  blocked  up,  ftiewed  very  ftrong  re- 
^l  T  f     fenfment  when  he  recovered,  and  declared  his  refolution  to  . 
head  of  an  pm^jf^  ^jg  uncle  and  his  nephew  to  the  utmofl.    He  was  fo 
^ain^'his  ^"^^^^^  ^1  ^^^  paffion,  that  he  took  no  kind  of  offence  at  ^he 
unck  and  ^"^^  ^^  Burgundy'$  having  demanded  fuccours  from  England, 
his  ne-       ^hoV  that  ftep  had  alarmed-  the  people  of  Paris  prqdjgioufly  ; 
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more  efpecially  when  they  faw,  that  the  bcfl:  part,  of  the  fiic-. 
cour  he  brought  conflfVed  )xx  thefe  troops  ;  but  they  behaved 
fo  well  in  the  field,  and  obferved  fuch  an  exaA  difciplke  ii^ 
the  place,  that  they  were  quickly  reconciled  to  them  »•  The 
king,  to  fhew  how  much  he  was  in  earneft,  removed  thcL 
conftable  Jlbret,  and  beftowed  the  fword  upon  the  count  <k 
St.  Pol.  He  made  fome  other  changes  of  the  fame  nature  ; 
and)  as  foon  as  an  army  could  be  afTembled,  marched  di- 
reftly  into  the  duchy  of  Berry ,  with  an  intent  to  befieg« 
Bourges,  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Bourbon  were  there  ia 
perfon,  with  a  good  garrifon ;  fent  to  make  their  compli- 
ments to  the  king ;  but,  notwithftanding  that,  defended  the 
place  with  great  vigour.  They  had  fome  perfons  near  the 
king,  who  promifed,  upon  a  fally  made  into  his  quarter,  to 
feize  and  put  him  into  their  hands  ;  but  this  fcheme  mifcar- 
ried,  and  their  confederates,  being  difcovercd,  were  pub- 
licly executed ".  The  fiege  ftill  went  on ;  the  duke  of  Orle* 
ans  had  no  army  in  the  field,  yet  the  duke  of  Berry  never 
/looped  to  propofe  any.  terms  of  accommodation.  The 
myftery  was  foon  revealed,  by  the  landing  of  the  duke  erf 
Clarence  in  Nonnandy,  with  a  complete  army  from  England. 
The  princes,  who,  while  they  Mocked  up  Paris^  acculed  the 
duke  oi  Burgundy  of  treafon,  for  having  accepted  a  body  of  fix 
thoufand  Englijb  auxiliaries,  commanded  by  the  earl  of 
Arundely  had  notwithftandipg  concluded  a  treaty  with  king 
Henry  in  the  month  of  Mrjy,  by  which  they  promifed  to  ob- 
tain the  reftitution  of  all  the  places  he  claimed  in  France,  and 
many  other  things,  provided  he  fent  an  army  to  their  afEft- 
ance  ;  and  upon  this  relief,  which  was  now  come,  they  de- 
pended o.  In  the  fituation  things  now  flood  in,  both  parties 
were  inclined  to  peace,  but  neither  would  propofe  it.  The 
count  of  Savoy,  who  was  nearly  related  to  the  duke  of 
Berry,  and  who  had  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Burgundy*^  daugh- 
ter, drew  them  out  of  this  difficulty  ;  and,  the  terms  being 
previoufly  fettled,  the  dauphin  had  the  honour  of  diftating  a 
peace.  The  old  treaties  were  renew;ed,  and  fwom  to  afre&  j. 
the  duke  of  Berry  gave  up  the  place,  and  had  it  reflored  to 
him  again  ;  the  princes  renounced  their  treaty  with  England, 
and  their  league  againfl  the  duke  of  Burgundy  :  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  king  reinflated  thofe  whom  he  had  removed. 
It  was  alfo  agreed,  that  all  names  of  reproach  fhould  be 
abolifhed,  and  great  rejoicings  were  made  for  this  new  re- 
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A»  D.    COttilktion  ;  whfch  was  fealed  with  frefh  oaths  and  protefta- 

1412.    tions  on  both  fides  '.     There  fliU  remained  one  great  diHi-i 

Cttlty:  this  was,  how  to  difpofe  of  the  Englijb  army,  which 

had  committed  great  devaftation,  and  Was  now  advapcing  in 

foil  march  towards  Bourges.   The  duke  of  Orleans  had  fent 

.    for  them,  and  he  was  to  pay  them ;  but  he  had  no  money ;  he 

was  conftrained  to  give  his  brother  the  count  of  Angoutefme^ 

ind  other  nobles,  as  hoffages,  till  he  could  raife  it ;  and  the 

duke  of  Clarence^  having  accepted  thefe,  direfted  his  march 

to  Cuienne.    By  this  time,  or  at  leaft  foon  after,  Kenry  the 

fourth  had  breathed  his  laft,  and  his  fon  Hefiry  the  fifth  was 

feated  in  the  throne  ^^ 

n  Bar-       However  fliort  the  ftmggle  may  be,  the  miferies  of  a 

eundian's  civil  war  are  long' felt ;  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy 

become  ob-  returned  with  the  king  to  Paris,  and  feeing  clearly,  that  a 

mxious  to  war  wth  England  was  likely  to  enfue,  for  which  they  were 

Ihe  dau*    totally  Unprovided  in  all  re(^efts,  fhey  called,  or  advifed  the 

fhin  Lew-  king  to  caH,  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates ;  which  had  no  other 

is  duke  of  cffeft,  than  to  learn  from  them  the  difagreeable  news,  that. 

"Cuicnije.  ijjg  whole  nation  was  fo  totally  exhaufted,  and  at  the  fame  timd 

time  fo  generally  difSitisfied,  that  in  this  way  they  had  no-  ^ 

thing  to  expeft^    The  aflembly  "being  difmilTed,    Lev)it 

dauphin  of  Trance y  a  very  high-fpirited  young  prince,  re- 

folved'to  take  the  aftual  as  well  ^s  nominal  direftion  of  affair* 

tipon  himfelf ;  and,  having  fome  perfons  about  him  of  good 

fenfe,  and  it  Is  not  improbable  of  good  intentions,  began  to 

make  vai-ious  regulations,  which  had  an  air  of  public  fpirit. 

This,  like  all  the  attempts  of  reformation  during  the  prefect 

reign,  commenced  with  the  perfecution  of  thofe  who  had 

been  employed  in  the  finances,  and  of  whom  the  ftates  had 

loudly  complained  *.     At  the  head  of  thefe  was  Pierre,  or 

Peter  des  EJJards,  the  creature  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy^ 

who  had  been  raifed  to   the    fupreme    direftion  of   the 

finances  by  the  deftruftfon  and  death  of  Montague.     Ejjards^ 

finding  himfelf  preflfed  for  two  millions  of  crowns,  produceq 

to  die  danphih  the  dukfe  of  Burgtindf%  receipts,  and  at  th€ 

fatne  time  acquainted  hiiii,  that  die  duke  had  Formed  a  defigu 

of  aRaffinating  all  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans,  or,  us 

Others   report,   the  three  dukes    of   Berry,   Orleans^    and 

Boiu'bouh  K     This  difcovery  reftored  him  to  the  dauphin's 

good  graces,  who  thereupon  made  ufc  of  him  to  fecure  the 

dty  of  Paris ;  which  he  was  to  do  by  taking  pofleflion  of 
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the  baftile  with  a  bq^y  of  m^n  that  might  be  dcpende  d  p(Hl> 
Effards  was  io  caotioQS»  that  be  would  take  do  ilep  without 
the  order  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  af  well  as  of  the  dauphin  y 
and,  the  latter  applying  to  the  former  for  fuch  an  order^  he 
prefently  divined  the  truth,  but  figned  it  at  the  (ame  tune  as 
if  he  had  not  had  the  leaft  fufpidoa  °. 

The  affair  being  conducted  with  great  iilenc^  andfecrecy,  Whoys^ 
Effards  \KCsmQ  mailer  of  the  for trefs  without  the  Ic^  difturb-  /*«^/^,  h 
ance ;  but  he  was  fcarce  m^er  of  it,  before  he  found  it  in-  ^^^  ^^^d 
vefted  by  an  infinite  croud  of  people,  with  the  band  of-^^/^'^» 
butchers  at  their  head,  under  the  command  of  Simon  de  Ca^  ikh^^ 
becbe,  and  John  de  Troye^  a  furgeon.  Thefe  were  quickly  after  fj^^  ^  / 
joined  by  two  knights,  Ivho  were  declared  partisans  of  the  Orie^ 
duke  of  Murgundy ;  which  made  it  evident  enough  from  and  his 
whence  the  ftorm  came.    The  dauphin,  therefore,  was  iovc^friends. 
to  have  recourfe  to  that  prince  to  allay  it ;  and  he,  pretending 
to  ufe  his  influence  on  the  people  on  his  bel^lf^  perfuaded  • 
Pierre  de  Effards  to  furrender ;  to  whom  he  gave  a/Turancet 
of  mendfhip  and  protedlion,  till  he  came  to  the  fcaffbldy 
where,  notwithllanding  this  ufage,  be  behaved  with. great 
decency  and  dignity,  without  uttering  any  complaints  but 
of  himfelf,   for  having,  through  a  principle-  of  ambition^ 
been  inftrumental  in  Montague's  death  ^.     The  fame  ruf* 
fians  furrounded  and  attacked  the  palace,  in  which  the  dao« 
phin  refided,  tore  feveral  of  lus  friends  and  iervants  from  hit 
prefence,  amongft  whom  was  his  uncle  Lewis  of  Bavaria^ 
and  put  one  of  them,  James  de  la  Riviere,  his  chamberlain^ 
to  death.    The  fame  ii^foknt  rabble  coiUlrained  the  king^ 
who  was  now  in  his  fenfes^  with  the  dauphin,  the  dukes  of 
Berry  and  Burgundy^  to  go  to  the  parliament,  and  regiiler 
edifbs  of  their  framing;  and  fo  low  were  they  fallen,  that, 
cither  to  make  their  court  to,  or  for  fear  of,  the  populace, 
they  wore  white  hoods  »•     On  this  pccafipu,  Arnold  de  Corinei 
chancellor  of  France,  was  depofed,  and  feveral  other  peribn^- 
of  rank,  were  replaced  as  theft    reformers  thought  fit* 
Helion  de  JaqtieviJle,  whom  they  had  made  captain  of  Parisj^ 
bearing  fiddles  one  evening  in  the  dauphin's  apartnicnt, 
broke  in,  with  a  croud  of  his  attqt^^nts,  and,  tho'  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  was  prefent,  treated  hipi,  and  thofe  about  hii^^ 
with  the  utmoft  indignity,  and  even  put  them  in  danger  of 
their  lives,  tho*  the  duke  pretended  all  the  time  to  pacify 
^em,  and  often  whifpered  the  dau^un/  t^^t  heihould  o^ 
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let  the  people  fee  he  was  afraid  r.    It  is  no  wonder  that 
prioce  (hoald  think  a  life  like  this  infupportable,  or  endea- 
vour at  all  events  to  free  himfclf.     The  method  he  took  was 
to  write  in  his  father's  name,  and  with  his  confent,  to  the 
duke  of  Orleans  ;  who,  communicating  his  letter  to  the  reft 
of  the  princes,  they  fpeedily  affembled  a  fufficient  force,  and 
advanced  towards  Paris.     The  king  declared  his  inclination 
to  peace ;  conferences  were,  for  this  purpofe  fet  on  foot,  and 
John  Juvenal  des  Urfins^  advocate  general,  having  difpofed 
the  better  fort  of  people  in  Paris  to  exert  themfelves,  the 
citizens  declared  for  peace.      Thef  Cabochins  endeavoured  to 
revive  the  old  fpirit ;  but  it  was  too  late,  and,  fome  of  them 
being  flatin,  the  reft  quitted  the  city,  and  withdrew  into 
Flawiersy  whither  they  were  quickly  follo^^ed  by  the  duke  of 
Burgundy ;  who,  having  failed  in  an  attempt  he  made  to 
feize  the  king  while  he  was  hunting,  and  the  dauphin  having 
frighted  him  in  his  turn,  thought  it  moft  convenient  for  him 
to  retire*. 
The  Juke   ,    Upon  this  revolution,  the  dukes  of  Bavaria  and  Bar, 
^'^^Y'r   ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  prifoners,  recovered  their  liberty ;  the  former 
gundyy^/j^jj^^  made  governor  of  the  Bafiile,  and  the  latter  of  the  tower 
/^  A^      ^^  ^^  IcMvr^.   .  The  reft  of  the  princes  repaired  fpeedily  to 
trhulT in^^^^^ »  where  they  were  well  received,  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
order  tl     g^^y  as  univerfally  condemned  as  he  had  been  lately  ad- 
reco'ver     mired.     This  the  duke  of  Anjou^  called  by  courtefy  king 
the  adhii'  of  the  Sicilies,  carried  fo  far,  as  to  fend  him  back  his  daugh- 
niftreaiott.  fcr,  whom  he  had  contrafted  to  the  prince  his  fon ;  which 
created  an  irreconcileable  hatred  between  the  two  families  *. 
In  the  mean  time  a  treaty  of  marriage  was  fet  on  foot  betweea 
Henry  the  fifth  of  England,  and  the  king's  daughter  the  prin- 
cofs  K/atherine,   which  was  managed,  on  one  fide,  by  the 
duke  of  Tork,  arid>  on  the  other,  by  the  princes  lately  re- 
turned to  court ;  but,  for  the  prefent,  this  produced  nothing 
A.  D.    more  than  a  truce;    Before  the  clbfe  of  the  year  came  ambaP 
141 3«    fadoFS  from  the-^Jukedf  Burgundy,  to  make  his  excufes  to 
the  king  for  quitting  Paris  in  fo.  abrupt  a  manner,  and  to 
aflTure  him  of  his  duty  and  fubmifEon  ^:    The  true  dcfign  of 
the  embafly,  however,  was  to  know  the  difpofition  of  the 
courtiers  and  citizensy  and  to  encourage  and  keep  up  the' 
fpirit  of  his  friends  ;  which  he  did  by  afluring  them,  not  only 
there  but  in  feveral  other  great  towns,  that  he  was  raifin^ 
forces  fecretly,  in  order  to  come  to  the  deliverance  of  the' 
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Idog  and  dauphin ;  the  latter  having  written  him,  as  he  af^ 
firmed^  letters,  in  very  ftrong  ttrois»  rcprcfenting  the  con- 
finement and  diftrefs  in  which  they  were,  and  importaning 
him,  without  delay,  and  without  paying  any  reipe6t  to 
letters  of  another  tenor  that  he  might  receive  from  them, 
to  aflemble  an  army,  and  come  to  their  afliftance  ^.  This 
had  its  effeft ;  his  friends  believed  all  that  he  (aid,  while  thofe 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  ptinces,  and  even  the  princes 
themfelves,  knew  not  well  what  to  think  with  refpeA  to  bis 
ailertionsj,  or  what  meafures  to  take  to  prevent  his  bringing 
about  another  change,  as  fudden  as  that  which  themfelves  had 
dftfted-.  .  • 

.  As  the  king  was  at  this  time  indifpofed,  the  queen  called  a  Charles 
great^  council,  in  which  the  dauphin,   the  princes  of  t\it  puts  him- 
blood,  the  great  lords,  and  particularly  the  count  de  Af-f'lf  at  the 
magnaCf  the  chancellor  of  France^  the  heads  of  the  univer-  head  of  an 
fity,  'which  in  thc^e  days  had  great  weight,  and  fome  of  the  ^^^»  ^*' 
principal  citizens  of  Paris,  were  pi^fent.     The  firft  ftep  that  *'^^.  ^'  • 
iras  taken  was  to  impofe  an  oath  of  fecneoy ;  and  then  the  ^f^^'j^J 
chancellor,  in  a  long  fpeech,  laid  open  the  misfortunes  of^Qy^^. 
the  ftate;  infifted  oil  the  dauphin's  youth,  the  vivacity  ofjy^ 
hb  fpirit,  his  pronenefs  to  pleafure,  his  negleft  df  bufinefs^ 
and  the  facility  with  which  he  was  milled  by  fome  idle  young 
men  who  were  about  him.     The  dauphin  was  furprifed, 
and  on  the  point  of  (hewing  his  anger,  when  the  princes  and 
great  lords,  in  their  tiyns,  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
ckclared,  that  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  depended  upon  fome    ' 
fpeedy  and  effeAual  remedy.     This  was  prefently  applied, 
by  removing  thofe  from  about  hiln  who  were  fufpeftcd,  and 
«ipecially  one  who  was  believed  to  have  prevailed  on  him^to 
write  to'  the  duke  of  Burgundy  *.    The  dauphin  vms  forced 
to  acquiefee,  to  write  letters,  requiring  the  duke  to  lay  dowa 
fats  arms,  and  others  to  the  principal  towns  in  the^kingdom, 
denying  and  difavowing  the  &As  contained  in  the  duke  of 
Burgmif^  manifefto.    The  king,  recoverii^,  afted  with 
i^  greater  warmth ;  the  univerfity  condemned  the  apology 
dl  Dr.  J<^  Petit  for  the  murder  c^  the  duke  of  Orleans,  as 
fall  of  heretical  and  deteAable  do£^rine*  The  duke  of  Berry, 
as  governor  of  Paris,  difpofed  every  thing  in  a  proper  man^ 
Her  for  its  defence,  by- the  advice  of  the  count  4e  Armagnac, 
£ither-in-law  to  the  duke  of  Orleans.     It  was  by  his  per- 
ioaflon  that  the  better  fort  of  people  took  arms  and  did  duty, 
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and  by,  his  pcrfuafion  the  princes  of  the  blood;  in  their  turn%   "*^ 
went  then*  rounds  every  night.    The  dauphin,  to  clear  him- 
felffrom  all  fufpidon,  was  remarkably  aftive  and  fteady/. 
The  duke  oi  Burgundy  proceeded  in  his  own  way ;  -^dvinced 
with  a  great  army;  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Compiegne  and 
Soijbns.',  had  St.  Deni^  betra^yed  to  him,  and  brought  his     • 
ajrmy  within  %ht  of  Paris.    He  next  fent  a  herald  toac* 
quaint,  the  citiijens,  that,  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  king 
and  dauphin,  he  was  come  to  deliver  them  out  of  a  (hameful 
confinement,  and  therefore  demanded  admittance.  The  count 
tjle^Jfrmaghac  received  the  meffage  vAth  contempt,  and  fent 
the  herald  back  without  anfwer.     The  duke  approached  the 
gates  with  his  army  in-order' of  battle;  but  finding  every 
thing  in  .perfeft  order,,  and  not  thejeaft  tumult  or  confufion, 
tho'  he  continued  lhere.(ome  hours,  withdrew,  and  foon 
after  retired  into  his.own  territories  ^.     The  king  then  pub- 
liQiedamanifefto;  in  which,  beginning  with  the  murder  of 
his  brpth^,  he  reprefented  him  as  the  great  authcw:  of  the  ca- 
lamities of  France,  declared  him.  a  public  enemy,  and  ex- 
horted all  bis  good  fubjefts  to  treat  him  in  that  light.     A, 
potent  arfny.  being  quickly  formed,  the  king,  accompanied 
by  the  dauphin,  put  hiajfelf  at  theheadof.it,  reduced  Cont-^ 
piegne  by  capitulation,   and,  having  taken  Soijpms  by  aflauk, 
oufed  two  perfons.  of  diftinftion,  who  defeoded  it,-  to  be 
beheaded.     He  proceeded  from  thence  into  Jrtois,  where  he  - 
was  met  by  the  c^ukc  of  Brabant  and  the  countejfs  of  Hain-- 
aulty  brother  and  filler  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ;  who  lUr 
tercedcd  for  him,  aa<i  itfliifed  the  king,^  that  he  defired  no- 
thing more  than  tp  come  and  juflify  himfelf  to  his  majefty. 
The  king  anfw^r^d,  with  great  firmnefs,  if  that  be  all,  let 
him  cpj^e.  with  a, proper  train;  if  he  has  any  thing  to  de- 
mand wc^are  ready  to  dohimjuftice;  if  he  will  xfmfefs  his 
errors,  and  d^and  pardon,  he  .fltall  have.it  ^.     The  kinjg 
then  wiQte.  to  the  ftatesof  Flanders^  to  know  wheth^  they  . 
jneant  to  make  the^quarrel  of  their  cqunt  their'  ov^n  ;  upoQ  ; 
which  they  fent  deputies,  who  declared  roundly,  that,  what-  , 
^ver  con4uft  .thejduke  trf  Burgun4y.f  their  count,  thongfci 
> .  D,    fit  to  purfiKS^ :  itbey.  would  behave  themfejves  as  his  majefly*a   , 
^41 4.     good  fubjefts.     The  duke  of  Burgundy^  \fon  this,  fent  the  / 
duke  oi Bralrw»ty  and  the'cQuntefs  of  .i/ai/hiiwA,  wxth'fuU*'^ 
powers  to  make  peace,  which  was  figned  on  the  fikt.e^tk 
of  (X^ker,  «pon  rti0  king'§  terms^.  Tb^  iukt^  qi  Qj^f^ps^  *n4 
.        'f  • 
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SourboH,^  xrtfh  Ihd  archbiftiop  of  Sens,  refund  to  fubfcribe ; 
allying  diey  hud  ftevfif  brbke  the  fonnef  jjeSce,  which  was 
thc,bafis  of  thh;  bttt*i!h*  dauphin,  fenfible  of  his  own 
pof^er,  faid,  "  My  j^rds,  if  you  meatt  to  kefej)  the  peace, 
*'  you  mnft  fubfcribe';'^  which  they  did,  tho*'wjth  abad  grace. 
The  king  returned  in  triuniph  to  Paris,  and  his  fubjefts 
once  more  cntcrteihM  hopes  rf- feeing- %hc  public  tranquility 
fettled  on  ^fdlidbafis*,         ...'«'-. 

Thei^b  had  beerf,  ever  fince  the  afcciffion  of  ffehry  the'Hehry  V. 
fifth,  akipd  of  ncgbcia'tibn'  between  the  two  crowns  for  a negociates 
general  p^ce ;  in  which,  withbut  doubt,  the  French  w^reih  'with 
eameft.     Ifenrft  anlbkfladors,  who'  were  liiany,  a^d  fome  Charles, 
of  them  perfons  of  the  fii'flr  cjuality  ift  the  kingdom,  G^iinordtrto 
preflcd  the  Ukfe  difpbfition  it?  very  ffroitg  terms;  but,  ixom^'^'^ 
the  propofitidns  they  iiiade,  one  might  be  led  to  fufpefl:  their   J  J% 
finccrity;'for  hairing 'firft  demanded  the  crown  of  ^''^"c^j  ^  l^ancc, 
jmd  afterwards  many  vaft  conceffions^  they  at  length  ftuck  t6 
three  points  ^     The  firff*  was  the  entire 'teftitutioh  of  all 
that  was  ttipulated  by  the -treaty  of  -ffr^%«y,  'which,  thro* 
this  v^hble  hegbclatibhV  was  ftiled  the  great  treaty  ;  ftext  a 
mdety  erf"  the  county  of  Provence ;  4nd  ikftly,  what  was  ftill 
remaining  of  king  J6hn*s  ranfom  ;  which,  points  once  ad- 
jufted,  the  king  woidd  treat  of  a  marriage"  with  the  pnncefs 

*  Katherine,  then  abdut  fourteen;  J)rovided  he  might  be  afliired  " 
of  having  witKiier  a  round  miffioh.  The  French  court  was 
exceedingly  embariSfedi  as' perceiving  plainly,  that  the£'«^- 
UJh  were  well  apprifed-  t)f  tK'^"  diitfaildd  ftate  of  their 
affairs;  'and '  therefore -bhey  offered  great  ceffidns,  together 
with  the  princdl  Kaiheirine,  and  '  a  fortune  *6f  fix  hundred 

•  thoufand  crowns '.  The  Engli/h  minifters  acknowleged  they 
had  no  pdWer  to  cohclude  "the  marriage,' aiid  defired  to  re- 
turn homcty^he  way'of  ffpnffeur,  which  v/i$  granted  them. 
ThSy  were  prdehtiy  followed  by* a  fplendid  em'baiTy  from 
France^  at  the  head  of  which Vas  the'  archbifhop  of  Bourges, 
who  gradiiaily  advanced  thfc  fortuiie  to  witSin  fifty  thoufand 
crowni?-of*  what  had^been  demaiided  ;  -but,  jieVceiVing  that 
the  ^/f^/j^minrfters  oiily  ainufed'him,'  a^  their  auibaflador 
had  been  amufe'd"  at  JP^m,  and' that  they  were' oh^^^^^  point 
of  invading  France,  he  dcnaanded  ian  audierlce  of  leave,  and 
returned  with  his  cpUegiie^  '"l  '  This '  prelate  acquainted 
king,"  that  the  parliament,    influericed  by  the~  clergy,  had  '• 
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embtfked  the  Enghjb  mooarth  in  a  ixrar  to  preferve  thelkf 
own  power  and  pofleffioos ;  that  there  va$  no  doobt  to  tie 
made  of  his  reviving  bis  claim  to  the  lungdoiB,  rand  verj 
^eat  reafon  to  believe,  that,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ftiU.heMf 
a  correfpondence  in  England,  Befpre  any  great  «&  oontd  be 
made  of  this  iatetiig^nce»  Henry,  embajiuiig  with  a  potent 
army  at  Southampton,  I^ded  in  N&rmandy;  after  beating  m, 
French  fquadron^  and  invefted  ItaHbari  at  the  mouth  of* 
the  river  Seine  ".  It  is  highly  probable  the  French  minilkrt 
had  depended  upon  a  party  they  bad  in  England, '  at  the  heafl 
of  which  was  Richard  earl  of  Cambridge^  the  lord  treafurer 
Scroop,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey :  mod  of  onr  biftprians  (ay, 
that  theu:  defign  was  to  kill  the  king ;  but  it  is  mose  prob* 
able»  that  they  meant  to  carry  off  a  part  of  the  army,  and  t^ 
proclaim  the  right  heir  of  Richard  the  fecond ;  for  the  fup-* 
port  of  which  projed  they  had  fiipulated  with  the  coiHt  of 
France  an  advance  of  a  million  of  livres;  but,  the  whole  bu«* 
iicefs  being  difcovered,  the  French  faved  their  money,  and 
the  peribns  engaged  in  this  plot  loft  their  beads  o.  ^ 

He  makes       The  conftable  iAlbret,  who  commanded  in  Normandy i 
adefcent    had  a  coufiderable  army  under  his  command^  in  the  neigh-! 
in  Nor.     bourhood  of  Rouen,  with  which  he  did  nothing  confiderable; 
"^5"  h'     y^^'  ^'^^  garrifon  of  HarfUur  defended  tbemfelves  with  great 
^  fl^ur  W  courage  and  fpirit,  but  were  at  length  compelled  to  capita* 
'  fnarche^  J^^^>  *^^  ^^  ^^^  ^*^'  ^^  ^^  ^^Y  ^cre  not  relieved,  they 
forward     would  render  the  place  on  the  i8th  of  September  \  but, 
Calais,      when  the  day  came,  they  very  imprudently  endeavoured  to 
elude   the    promlfe  they    had  made,  which  To  provo(ked 
Henry,  that  he  caufed  a, general  atuck  to  be  made,  carried 
the  place  fword  in  hand,  referved  a  few  perfonsof  diftinftion 
priforiers,  put  the  reft  to  the  fword,  and  gave  the  town  to 
be  pillaged  by  his  army  ^.    His  fatisfa^tioa  at  thisTacxd& 
was  very  much  qualified  by  the  miferable  condition  in  which 
he  found  his  army,  harrafled  and  diminilhed  in  a  moift 
climate  and  marftiy  foil,  the  flux  prevailing  amongft  them, 
the  feafon  advanced,  and  the  weather  fo  bad,  that  the  beft 
part  of  his  fleet  was  retired  into  Calais  road.    In  thefe  dr* 
^nmftances  he  took  a  refolution  of  marching  thither  by  land  % 
the  little  oppofition  he  had  hitherto  received  perfuading  him 
that  he  ihc^uld  meet  with  nothing  to  impede  him  9.  He  quickly 
difcov^r^d  his  miftake;  for  the.  king,  the  dauphin,  and  tfad 
reft  of  th^  prluQes  of  the  blood,  hs^ving  taken  the  field,  he 
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jaw  liis  forces  in  a  nanner  furroanded.  He  pafled,  how- 
ever, the  river  S^ne^  where  he  foa&d  it  fordable  ;  but, 
nrhen  he  was  on  the  other  fide,  he  difcovered  the  French 
army  m  the  pWil  near  the  little  village  of  Jgincourt  \  The 
king  being  ill,.  the«  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Berry  were 
forced  to  remain  with  him  ;  fo  that  the  command  devolved, 
upon  the  conffabfe^  who  made  but  an  indifferent  choice  of 
the  field  of  battle,  which  was,  in  truth,,  little  better  than  a 
qnagmire  4  but  he  took  his  meafures  to  hinder  the  enemy's 
march  fo  efie^ally/  and  king  Henry  found  the  difpute  fo 
irery  uneciual^,  that  he  had  recourfe  to  a  negbciation,  in 
which  he  offered  10  reftore  Harfieur^  and  to  pay  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  provided  he  was  allowed  a  free  paflage  to 
CaJius,  The  conftable,  the  marihal  de  Boucicaut,  and  moft 
of  the  (^officers,  were  for  accepting  this  oflEer  ;  which, 
they  faid»  was  gaining  a  viAory  without  blood.:  but  the 
young  Mobility,  particularly  the  duke  of  Bourbon  and  Jlenfon, 
were  of  another  opinion,  and  the  herald  was  fent  back  with- 
out anfwer ».  ' 

The  conftable,  however,  would  not  fight  till  he  had  the  Henry, 
king's  exprefs' orders,    who  was  by  this   time  recovered./2>rrfi/ ^r 
His  army  confifted  of  about  fixty  thoufand  men,  tho'  fome  /^<French 
jwriters  make  them  double  that  number.     The  Englijh  were  ^^fig^t^ 
about  .twenty-two  thoufand,  of  whom  near  one  half  had  thti^^"^/^ 
ilnx.    Oiithe25thirf^^(?*^r,  about  nine  jin  the  morning,  "^^'^ 
the  armies  were  in  fight ;  the  EngHJb  had  their  archers  in  the  ^'j^ 
center,  the  j^ens  d'arms  on  their  right,  and  the  infantry  ouv^lj^" 
their  left,  aU  perfeftly  well  pofted,  and  twelve  hundccd 
chmce  ardhers  in  dif{erent  ambufcades '.  The  army  oi  France 
liad' fo  many  duk6S,   cotints,   and  great  lords,  who  were 
above  beitig€<Mamanded,  that  all  was  in  confiifion  from  the 
yery  beginning*    To  fhew  that  their  courage  was  e4ual  to 
^faeir  rank,  they  were  all  in  the  firft  line ;  fo  that  the  bulk  of 
the  army  was  without^  any  officers  of  diftinftion.    They 
inarched  precipitately  a9  to  an  aflured  viftory;  whereas  the 
Engli/b  adv^ced  very  flowly,  and  difcharged  fuch  flights  of 
arrows   as  did  great  execution.     When  they  drew  n(*ar, 
the  archers,  perceiving,  they  were  out  of  breath,  charged 
them  with  great  vigour,  broke  them  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour,  a^d  then  fell  upon  the  main  body,  which  made  very       / 
little  refiffamce,  as  having  no  body  of  confequence  to  com- 
mand them.     Henry ^  with  his  gens  d*arms,  put  an  end  to 
the  difpute,  bearing  dpwn  fuch  feparate  corps  as  here  and 
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there  endeavouccd  to  remaijji  % m  \  On  ih^patt  of  the  Eng-^ 
li/bf  fell  the  duke  of  Tcri^^  uocte;  to  the  idng,  vjory  tew 
.   perfons  of  diftinftioa.befides,  and  about,  fcvcnteen  hundred  - 
private  mjcn;  on.  the  other  fide,  thecoaftaWe,  the  admiral, 
the  duke  of  Jlenf on,  the  duke  of  JBratani,^  the  count  dF 
'  Neversy  both  brothers   to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  three 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  J^ar,  the  count  de  Vaudemmt,  bro- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Lorrain^  the  archbiihop  of  S^sns^  one 
hundred  and  twenty  lords  carrying  banners,  dght  thoufafid 
gentlemen  of  family;  and. about  v^ct  Jtboufend  private  men  v. 
There    were   likewife    fourteen   thoufan4   pjrifoners,    and 
amoogft  thefe  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and.  Bourbon,  the  counts 
oiEuy  Vendofme^  and  Richmoj^d,  the  m^rlhal  de  Bqtj^icauty  and 
about. two  thoufand  knights.     Th^  ^ews  of  this  defeat  be- 
ing carried  to  ^oimi^  amazed  the  king  and-thofe  M^ho  wero 
^bouthim.  .  The  furprife  was  ftill  greater  at  PtfWj",  from  aa 
apprehenCon  that  the  dufc?  of  Burgundy  Would  return  into 
France  with  an.  army*.  ,  The  duke  .<&  Brejtagne,  vith  a 
great  body  of  troocfe,  joined  the  poor  remains  of  the  French 
^my  within  i5-mH^s  of  the.ft^ld  of.  battle,;  and  if;  without 
lofs  of  time,  they  had  a^t^ackcd  Hi^nry  ^bi*.-  they  jnigbt  very 
probably  haye  repaired  the  mifchief;  b«i:,i  noattempt of  dus 
fort  beinjg  made^  he  arrived  faCely  at  Calais,  where  he  be«^ 
.  gan  inftantly  to  take  meafures  for  the  nexjt  campaign  ^.    ; 
Thtduki  <     In  tlie  mean  time  the  duke  of  Burgundy  aiQied  .a-doubk, 
^  Bpr*      or  at  leaf):  a  perplexed  part ;  hcitViX.  Henry  a  defiance  for  the 
eundy  la-  death  of  his  brother  the  duke  of  BrakantpZt  the  fame  time 
hurt  to     j^e  marched,  with  a,gre?it  body  .(rf  cavaky,  towards  Paris  ; 
turn  the    jff\y^Q\y  augmented  the  public.confefion.    He  feat  deputies  to 
^         ''"defire  an  audience  of  the  king.wbo^wene  to  fee  in  what 
hL  own  ^  /i^u^^ion  the  court  flood,  which  was  noW;reterncd  to  Paris  g 
etin^an^      they  were  haughtily  treated  by  the  dauphin,  who  charged 
4ag€.         them  to  command  their  mafter,  i^  his  n^me^  Jo  dilband ;  but, 
before  their  departure,  the  dauphin  Wja3  fiazed  with  ^  dy- 
A.p.    feutery,  of.  which  he  died  in  a  few  days,  not  without  fuf-^ 
'475-    -picion  ^,     He  was,  about  nineteen,  tajl,  robuft^  and  aftive 
in  his  perfon  ;  eager  apd  defirpus  ofhs^ving  a  great  meafurc 
of  power,  tho'  at  the  iame  time  , he. hated  bufinefs  ;   much 
given  to  wine  and  women,  a^d  if  -not  the  vifthn  of  his 
.  father  tin-law,  that  of  l^is  own  vices.  The^queen  to  fupport 
herfelf,  and  to  fecure  thq.pubjic.tranquijity^fept  for  tije  count 
of  Armagnac,  to  whom,  on  his  arrival,  at- )P^rix^  the  king 
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vi  8*^^  ^^^  fwor  J  apd  the  envied  title  of  conftible  of  trante, 
laad  nev^r  was  it  beftowed  on  one  more  able  to  difcharge  it. 

^  .    In' critical  conjuaftures  things  feldom  fail  of  taking  a  great  ^"^^  ^^^^^ 
turn,  when  men  of  real  abilities  are  called  to^  employments^  ^^  ^^y. 
to  which  thofe  employments  arefuited.     The  count  de  Jr*-  magnac 

'  Cognac  had  fo  deep  a  judgmcnti  fo  quick  a  penetration,  and  ruins  thi 
was  Withal  fo  aftive  and  fo  vigilant,  that,  as  it  were  in  vcafadUn  of 
loftant,  he  brought  order  out  of  confufion,  obliged  the  duke  Burgun« 
oi  Burgundy  to  retire  into  his  own  territories,  and  fo  har-  ^y»  ^"^ 
rafled.his  drmy  in  his  retreat,  as  to  render  him  contemptible  ^^fi^^^^^*^ 
even  in  the  fight  of  the  people  of  Paris  \    In  the  king's  ^^.^  ^f-^'^ 
lucid  Intervals,  the  conftable  gave  him  fo  true  an  infight  '^^^o^]^J„Jjy* 
his  affairs,  made  him  comprehend  fo.cledrly  how  they  might     '^ 

..  be  reftored,  and  fo  fully  convinced  huB  of  his  own  fidelity^.  * 

that  he  made  him  fuperintendant  of  the  finances ;  fo  that,"  in 
cfFeft,  the  whole*  power  civil  aUd  military  was  lodged  in  hid 
bands  ''.  He  afted  fo  refolutely,  tji^t  he  broke  intirely  the 
faftfon  of  Burgundy  in  Paris,  executed  fcveral  of  the  duke*s 
emiffaries,  purged  the  iiniverfity,  and  diflblved  fuch  of  the 
corporatitmVtis'were  devoted  to  his  intereftc.    He  alfomade. 

.  a.  tpur  iiio  i%nnJt2^,'where  Be  gained  fome  advantages     ' 
over  the  ^rfc^TJorlef;  caftfed  Harfleur  to-be  blocked  up  by 
fea.;  but  the  jS^^C/^veffel?,- beliig  but  half-manned,  were 

.  b<5a!en  by  tbfe  f ^l^/j/i,  and  the  j[ilace  relieve4'*.  The  em.* 
^of  Sigifmund*mzit  Si  toUr  to  P arts y  in  order, to  engage 
Jibe  kiiig  to  coticur  in  the  meafurei  taken  in  the  council  of 
.Confianoe  1p  piit  an  end  to  the  fchiftn,  by  deposing  all  the 
-three  popes,  *i^r^ir;^  the  ifeventh,   Bsfiedi^  ibt  thirteenth, 

-  and  John  the  twen^-third ;  he  jyas  received  with  all  pof- 
ilble/m^rks  of  refpeft,  .and  treated,  during  his  ftay,  with 
all  imaginable  marks  of  kindneis  and^efleem, .  in  hopes  that, 
by  his  influence,  a  peace  might  be  concluded  VfidXfEngland  $ 
but;  taking  offence  l)ecaufe  he  was  not  allowed  to  ad  as  A 
ibvereign  while  ift  the  French  dominions,  he  made  a  fhoajt 
turn,  and,  infl:ead  of  remaining  a  mediator,  became  the 

"  ally  of  Henry  the  fifth,  and  fent  his  old  friend  Charles  a  leti* 
ter  of  dc'fiance  ®.  But  what  embarrafled  thexotirt  moft  wai 
the  behav  iour  of  John  A  uke  oiTouraine,  who,  by  the  death  of  his 
brother,  was  become  dauphin.  He  was  at  this  time  in  Hainauft, 
where  he  married  Jaqueline  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the 
jcount,  who  afterwards  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Bedford^,  A.t)^ 
He  was  about  eighteen^  and,  being  either  perfufided  or  aw:e^     ^41^' 
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by  the  count  of  NainauU,  entered  into  the  uiterefts  of  the 

doke  of  Burgundy f  and  came  with  hk  father^ift-hw,  efcoited 

by  a  body  of  troops ;  but  refufed  to  go  to  Paris,  to  pay  his 

duty  to  his  father,  unlefs  the  duke  of  Burgundy  \iras  re* 

called  ;  or  rather  the  count  of  Hamault  made  this  declara* 

tion,  in  his  name,  to  the  queen  K 

g  1^.^  At  his  return  from  Parisj  where  he  was  rery  near  beiflg 

means  the  ^^^^^^*  ^^  Compieghe^'xYit  count  of  Hainauk  found  the 

queen  ij     tlaaphia  dying.  This  young  prince  had  an  impofthume  ia 

hanijifed^    bis  ear;  whsch^  breakir^  inwardly,  had  choaked  him.»  The 

ivh^de-     fa£lion  of  Burgundy^  being  able  to  make  no  niOTe  uie  of 

munds        him  living,  charged  his  death  upon  the  conftable  de  Armagh 

tbenufon   nac,  without  either  prpof  or  probability.     The  conftable, 

the  protec'  ^q  p^y  them  in  their  own  cwn,  aflcrted,  that  the  emiflaries 

v^L^      of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  had  poifoned  the  dauphin  Lewis  *». 

Burgun-    ®"'  ^^^  duke,  feeing  that  ftories  of  this  kind  made  no  lafting 

^  ^^    *    imprefEon,  digefted  aH  the  grievances  of  the  nation  into  a' 

kind  of  manifefto.    This  he  fent  ^o  moft  of  the  great  towns 

in  the  kingdom,  inviting  them  fo  join  with  him  in  a  league 

for  the  public  good-,  which  had  the  greater  efieft,  as  the 

dukes  of  Berry  and^j^njou  were  lately  dead;  and  .the  red  of 

the  princes  of  the  blood  prifoners  in  Englahd^ ;  but,  aiiEerally 

perhaps  his  fchemes  had  failed^,  if,  in  the'  midft  of  tfade  ^ 

miferies  and  misfortune^  .there' had  not  happened  a  new  di- 

viflon  at  court  ^     The  dauphiuj  entirely  governed, by  die 

conflable,  confented  to  feize  p^t  quantities  of  plate  and 

'jewels,  which  the  queen  hk  mother  had  depoftted  hi  various 

convents  and  churches,  and  applied  it  for  the  public  ferrice. 

The  qfuccn,  in  high  difcontent,  retired  to  Vinceiines  ;  where 

*flie  kept  a  very  gay  folendid  court,  the  expence  of  which 

little  fnhed  the  (late  or  the  kingdom,  or  the  diverfions  which 

were  fixh  as  could  not  be  reconciled  either  to  thedignity  of  her 

rank  or  the  modefty  of  her  fex  K  >  The  cpnflable,  an  auftere 

man,  could  not  fee  his  mafter  thu9  dishonoured  in  filence;  he 

mentioned  it  to  him  therefore,  and  the  king,  maldng  a  tour 

'xoVincennfSy  received  fuch  fatisfkdlion  from  his  enquiries^ 

•that  he  caufed  one  of  her  gallants  to  be  put  to  death,  and 

'  banifhed  her  and  her  daughter  Katherine  to  Tours  "•   Henry 

the  fifth,  landing  with  a  new  army  in  Normandy^  •  conquered 

a  great  part  of  that  province,   the  conftaUe  having  been 

obKged  to  recall  the  greateft  partof  th6  troops  from  thenc^ 

4n  order  to  oppofe  them  to  the  duke  of  BurgUndy  %  whom  he 
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fiaffled  in  vari6os  attcoipu,  and  might  probaUy  have  oU%ed 
to  redre  once  more  into  his  own  dominioAS,  if  the  queen 
.  had  not,  forgetting  her  rank,  her  duty,  and  her  cbarader, 
to  gratify  her  revenge;  written  to  him^  and  demanded  his 
proteftion ".  In  this  expedition  he  was  fortonate  ;  he  de- 
fivered  her  ^m  her  captivity,  and,  in  return,  ihe  co-operated  A*  T^- 
with  him  for  the  deftru£tion  of  the  king  and  kingdom.  In  H^Z* 
order  to  this,  (he  republiOied  an  old  ediA,  by  which,  in  the 
.minority  of  her  eldeft  fon,  the  king  had  declared  her  regent  1 
of  whidi  (he  now  refumed  the  tide  and  authority.  She  jGxed  the 
feat  of  her  government  at  Troye^  where  ihe  created  a  new 
chancellor,  a  new  parliament,  and  formed  a  new  great  feal.  She 
gave  the  title  of  conftable  of  France  to  the  duke  of  Lorrain^ 
dedaring  the  count  de  Armagnac  unworthy  of  that  dignity  ; 
but,  tho'  fhe  was  bountjful  in  beftowing  titles,^  yet  all  the 
power  was  referved  to.  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  who  made  a 
♦ery  bold  rattempt  to  furprife  Paris ;  which,  tho'  very  well 
concerted,  did  not  fucceed  o. 

:    It  would  require  a  volume  of  no  inconfiderable  fize  to  ex-  Agtner^ 
plain  all  the  darit  and  ittfidiou^  praftices  that  were  at  this^'^^ 
time  carried.  x)n,  and  which  plainly  demonlbrate,  that  the-/^^^ 
CKtccme  mifery  brought  on  the  French  nation  was  owing  to  ^^^JJ^^ 
,  nothing  but  the  corruption  of  thdr  manners  5  which  having,  y^;^»^ 
pn  the  one  hand,  introduced  a  luxury  unknown  to  former  ^^^^^/^  ^ 
times,  excited,  on  the  other,  a  paffion  for  wealth  and  power,  thijferiod, 
which  qiiickly  ftifled  all  principle  p.     Hence  the.yery  end  ^and  de- 
^egociating  was  loft ;  for  inftead  of  feeking  to  put  a  ftop  xoftroys  aU 
prevent  difputes,  by  an  amicable  and  equitable  decifion,  the  credit. 
parties  aimed  only  at  deceiving  each  other,  and  kept  fiaith 
aio  longer  than  they  thonght  it  their  intof^  to  keep  it.    The 
duke  of  Burgundy  had,  by  letters  patent  under  his  hand  and 
ieal,  Acknowleged  Henry  the  fifth  for  the  lawful  owner  of 
the  French  cipwn,  tho'  certainly  he  never  intended  to  fet  it 
x)n  his  head  "i.    The  French  princes  were  fo  uneafy  at  their 
imrprifonment,  and  faw  fo  little  hopes  of  being  delivered, 
lihat'  they  Bkewife  entered  into  a  negociation  with  Henry ^ 
the  bafis  of  which  was  their  beginning  to  have  a  good  opi^ 
Aion  of  his  title,  and  the  objeA  of  it  the  procuring  leave  for 
the  duke  of  Boitrban  to  go  to  Frajnce,  there  to  negociate  a 
peace  upon  the  king's  terms;  and,  if  that  could  not  be 
<brought  about,  then   to  acknowlege  his  title,  and  do  ho- 
onage  to  Jiim  4s  their  lawful  prince  ^    The  duke  went,  and 
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feSed;  bat,'  ftV  his  teriara,  hiaifclf  and  the  reft  bf  tb« 
princes  refufed  to  perforin  th^.  engagements,  for  which 
they  were  all  clofely  imprifoned,  AndJfenry,  againft  his  will, 
«ias  forced  to  depend  upon  bis  fword.  This  relu^bncy  of 
his'dld  not  at  al^  proceed  from  his  diffidence  of  beating  the 
Fr<?«<rA  army,  of  \v4iich,  in  the*prefent  ftate  of  things,  he 
*  "was  in  a  manner  fare  ;  but  conqneft  was  not  to  be  obtained 
but  by  a  numerous  army,  and  he  was  already  fb  efFeftually 
,  undctoe  by  the  expence,'  that  he  bad  been  forced  to  pawn 
bis  crown  and  all  bis  jewels  ro  furnifli  the  neceflary  fupplies 
for  >the  next  campaign  ;  and  this, « notwithftanding  he  had 
deceived  from  his  fubjofts  all  that  it  was  hi  their  power  to 

five  ^  In  the  mean  time  a  negodation  had  been  fet  on  foot 
)r  reconciling  the  queen  and  the  dauphin^s  party  in  France^ 
In  which  fuch  difficulties  occurred,  that  the  minifters  em- 
ployed on  both  fides  agreed  to  leave  the  terms  to  be  pre- 
icribed  by  the  legates  of  pope  Martin  the  fifth ;  and  ^dr 
decree  was,  that  the  king  (faould  devolve  his  authority  on 
the  dauphin  and  the  dake  of  Burgundy  jointly,  to  wWch 
both'  parties  willingly  agreed;  yet  this  did  not  produce  ^ 
peace;  for  theconftable  de  Armagnac^  tho'he  could  not 
open  the  eyes  of  the  dauphin,  prevailed  upon  the  chancellor 
.  'to  declare  that  he  would  not  put  the  feal  to  fuch  a  treaty  ^ 
For  this  he  is  highly  blamed  by  moft  of  the  French  hiftorians, 
as  if  he  bad  mamfeftiy  facrificed  the  public  to  his  private  m- 
tercft  5  but  fOre,  if  they  had  attended  to  his  reafon,  they 
dovXdi  fcarce  have  done  him  this  injuilice ;  for  he  alleged, 

thit.  he  could  not  think  of  delivering  t;he  royal  perfon  and 

power  into  the  hands  of  one  who  bad  made.a  treaty  againfl: 

both;  which,  being  denied  by  the  duke  ot Burgundy,  was 

the  caufe  thai  the  writers  of  tbofe  times  cenfur^  the  con- 

flabfe,  as  fuppofing  that  he  invented  this  as  a  pretence  ;  but, 

fince  We  are  now  lure  of  the  matter  of  faft,%we  are  certainly 

better  judges  of  that  point  than  they,  and  it  is.biat  juft,  that 

we  fliould  {peak  of  things  as  the  li^t  of  hiftpry  direds  us  «. 

Paris  Ar- '    ^HE  conllable,  p^ceiving  that  not  only  the  dauphin  but 

frifc/hy    the  people  Were  difpleafed,  judged  it  neceffary^  towards 

the  duke  o/^keeping  up  their  fpirits,  to  fend  out  a  part  of  his  forces  to 

Burgun-    recover  Montlkert  and  Marcouji^  wliich  they  performed  ^ 

^y'itroopSf^^x:  neverthelefs  this  fucccfs  proved  his  diftruftion.    There 

'^'^'l/     ^^^  ^^^  Perrinet  le  CUrcl  the  fon  of  an  ironmonger,  who 

€onjfabte    1^^  Y)terx  ill-treated  by  the  domeftics  of  one  of  the  king's 

counfellors,    of  which   he  had  complained,  without  being 

•«  P.  iEmj^;   Le  Gendre.  •  Ancien*  Cbroniqae  dc 
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abktopbtaip  irS^reft^  hU  father,  in  riglit  of  his  pofl:  in  ih^mrder^J 
I   ,    mj^^yjba^the  keys- 6r  the  gate  of  SuQermain,  which,  to  *)'V^' 
gratify  his  revenge,  the  70ute  man  ftole  from  under  his  head^W^**^*. 
'  vhea  aflecp,  opened -that  gate,*  and  admitted  eight  hundred  ' 
e[' the  Burgm^aHSi  nider'^thcVomniand  of  the  lord  Ij/Jir- 
jidarn^  on  ^AtaWaij/  the  28th  of  jifoy,     The  very  day  after 
f ,     riie  popiila!ce,1n  fpite  of  the  (ronftable  and  the  chancellor,  had 
.|»rodaimcd  peace  ^.  \  The  Burgundians  Were  quickly  joined 
by  Several -thoufands  of  low  people,-  who  furprifed  the  chan- 

-  cellor,  feveral  prelates,  -and  at  length  the  conftable,  who  was 
difcpvercd  by  a  mafonv  to  whofe  houfe  he  fled  for  (helter;     y^  p^ 
and  thefe,  together  with  two  archbiftiops,  they  condufted  to     , /gg* 
prifon-^    But  a  few  days  after,  that  they  mig^ht  have  an  op- 
portunity to  plunder,  they  took  arms  again,  forced  the  Jjri- 

fon  doors,   and  murdfered  the  greateft  part  of  them,  by 
throwing  them  from  the  top  of  the  edifice  upon  tKeir  com- 
pamons  pikes^.  and  afterwards  dragged  the  bodies  of  th^ 
conftable  and  the  chancellor  de  marie  about  the  ftreets*. 
The  duke  of  Butgundy  returned  foon  after  with  the  queen, 
And  the  -king,  either*  through  weaknefs  ^or  fear,   ra:eive4 
thefti  very  kindly.     It  was^  hot  long  before  the  duke  found 
bimfdf  under  great  difficulties  from  the  very  fpirit  which,  in 
fo  uplooked-for  a  manner,   put  hini  in  poifeflion  of  th^f 
capital,  the  people  affuming  a  liberty  of  doing  what  the]f 
pieafed,  Avhich  at' firft  he  durft  not  prevent.^    This  was 
carried  to  fo*  great  a-  height,  that  the  comnaon  hangipan 
walked  about  the  city  in  his  robes  ;  and,  when  tjiev  had  ^ 
miad  to  plunder  ^ny  rich  family,  thofe  about  him  cried  they 
Vfa:e  Jrmagnacs  ;  upon  which  he  difpatched  the  mafter  of 
the  houfe,  and  perhaps  his  fons,  and  the  people  took'.alj 
that  they  had;    This  executioner  had  the  folly  to  go  to  the 
duke  of  Burgundy s ,  palace,   and  the  impudencei  to  l^ake 
him  by  the  hand  ;  but  the  duke,  fending  the  beft  partof  tii* 
city  troops  to  recover  the  towns,  the  conftable  had  taken, .  Iai4 
hold  of  thiis  opportunity  td  hang  the  hangman;  apd,  by 
bringing  in  a  body  of  his  own  tropps,  kept,  the^ people  ia 
better  order  y.    He  would  have  treated  with  the.  dauphi% 
whom  his  mother  earneftly  invited* back  to  Paris;  but  tjbit: 
prince  was  either  not  inclined,  or  was.  perfuaded  by;  "thofe 
about  him  not  to  trufther.     He  fixed  himfelf  there&re^ii 
:  -     .  Pointers f  where  he  aflembled  the  remains  of  the  parliament 

-  -.  ef  Piaris^  appointed  ia  new  chancellor,  befieged  and  took 

Tours,  with  many  other  places, 
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Tbequetm      Whilb  thefe  ftrange  adventures  happened  m.Franeet 
0»d  the    king  Henry  reduced  the  greateft  port  of  Norman^t  but  of- 
^  •^    fercdat  the  fame  time  to  treat  with  the  dauphia  and  wit^ 
®f"'g''°r?thedukeof  iffttr^Kwrfy,  though  both  tbefe  treaties  were  mere 
^*^'**"''^amufcments;   the  king  tellhig  the  pope's  legate,  that  he 
'  Jboiita    ^^8**^  ^^  ^^  finger  of  God  in  the  chaftifcment  of  France ; 
marriagi  ^nd  that  having  himfelf  a  good  tide  to  the  crown,  Provi- 
4uul  a      dence  feemed  to  have  opened  him  a  fair  path  to  the  pofleffioQ 
feaci*       of  it  ^.     In  all  thefe  tr&uies,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  of 
iincerity  on  any  fide ;  the  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
vainly  deluded  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  gaining  Henry  as 
an  ally ;  whereas  the  king  of  En^nd  meant  to  clofe  with 
neither,  but,  by  treating  with  both  at  a  time,  to  thruft 
himfelf  like  a  wedge  between  them,  and  thereby  Under  their 
coalition,  which  was  the  fingle  event  he  had  to  fear.     It 
may  fuffice,  therefore,  to  fay,  that,  tho*  on  the  part  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  the  treaty  was  managed  by  the  queen  in 
perfon,  who  carried  with  her  the   princefs  Katherine,   to 
Whofe  beauty  the  king  was  far  from  being  infenfible,  yet  he 
was  fo  much  a  hero  and  a  politician,  that  in  fpite  of  his 
paffion  his  intcreft  prevailed ;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  ma« 
ny  propofitions  were  made,  they  feparated  without  coming 
to  any  conclufion  *.     Henry,  during  the  time  of  this  treaty^ 
remained  at  Mante,  and  the  French  court  at  Pontoife^  the 
conferences  being  held  in  a  place  at  a  convenient  diflance 
between  thefe  two  towns,  and  terminated  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  May,  very  little  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  who  faw  plainly,  that  he  beg^n  to  lofe 
his  intereft  with  the  French,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  Icfs  confidered  by  the  JEngUJb.    A  circumflance  that  led 
him  to  repent  the  contributing  as  he  had  done  to  their  in* 
vafion  and  fuccefs  ^. 
&  this        The  dauphin,  alarmed  at  his  mother's  treaty  with  the 
eorfkfon   Ichig  of  England,  and  knowing  to  how  great  a  degree  he 
ihedau'   y,^  hated  by  her,   refolved,  if  poiEble,  to  accommodate 
^*''*^^' matters  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  as  the  moft  effeduat 
"^^^      means  to  repel  the  Englijb,  or  at  leaft  to  procure  fomewhat 
wMthe  ^^^^^^  terms.     He  fent  Tannegtd  du  Chaftel,  who  had  been 
inke  of    governor  of  the  baftile,  and  who  (taking  him  out -of  bed  in 
BargQQ.   his  (hirt)  had  preferved  him  the  night  that  Paris  was  fur- 
dyj         -prized,  to  Pontoife,  to  propofe  an  interview  with  the  duke, 
which  was  brought  about  through  the  perfuafion  of  madam 
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Ciac^  of  whom  the  duke  was  paffioaately  foiid  ^.  l^his  in- 
terview was  held  tte  nth  of  Juiy^  at  SouiUi-le-Fort,  a 
league  from  Mehin,  with  great  marks  of  efteem  and  tender-  • 
im6  on  both  fides,  and  with  the  mod  profound  fubmifliixi 
en  the  part  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  They  fwore  perpe- 
tual friendfhip  and  unity  on  a  crofs,  prefented  by  the  bifliop 
oiLaoni  ^d,  at  parting,  agrted  on  another  conference  at 
Monter^au-Faut'Tvonne*.  Henry  was  quickly  apprifed  of 
this,  and  that  both  parties  had  agreed  to  carry  on  the  war 
againft  him  with  vigour,  which  feemed  to  be  a  moft  perfidi- 
ous aft  in  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  confidering  the  terms  on 
whkh  he  flood  with  that  monarch;  yet,  in  reality,  the 
king  6i  England  had  no  great  reafon  to  complain,  fince  in 
treating  with  the  dauphin  he  had  offered  to  join  with  him 
in  the  conqaeft  of  Flanders,  provided  he  might  retain  the 
foverdgnty  after  it  was  reduced;  with  which  propodtion  the 
dauphin  acquainted  him  in  .their  interview  •.  By  way  of 
revenge,  the  king  fent  a  ftrong  detachment  of  his  forces  to 
furprize  Pontoife,  where  the  marflial  tifle  Adam  conunanded, 
who  made  his  efcape,  with  fornix  difficulty,  in  his  fliirt,  to- 
gether with  fix  thoufand  liien,  the  greateft  part  of  them, in 
the  iame  condidon.  The  news  of  this  greatly  qualified  the 
joy  which  the  peogle  of  Paris  had  exprefled  upon  procJaim- 
ing  the  peace,  and  with  good  reafon,  for  tb^  Englyh  took  all 
tbe  treafure,  equipage,,  and  baggage,  of  the  court  in  that 
place,  to  the  value,  as  it  was  computed,  of  two  millions  ^ 
In  Lower  Normandy  the  forces  ^f  the  dauphin  recovered 
feveral  places;  and  in  a  briflc  aftbn  at  Mortain  were  viftori- 
ous,  and  killed  the  EngRJb  about  four  hundred  men,  the 
dnke  of  Burgundy  remaining  all  this  time  in  a  flate  of  con- 
fufion  and  inaftivity,  as  if  he  knew  not  which  fide  to 
take. 

In  this  fituation  the  dauphin  fent  to  put  him  in  mind  of  <>^^  is 
his  appointment,  and  of  the  neceflity  of  their  conferring  to-  f*?^'*^ 
gcther  at  Montereau.     The  duke  went  thither  unwallmgly,  ^  ^'  '*•• 
and  by  the  perfuafipn  of  his  mifltrefs  «.    The  conference  I^^T^I/* 
was  upon  a  bridge,  with  ten  perfons  of  confidence  on  a  fide.  „^f^J[^ 
The  duke,  on  the  approach  of  the  dauphin,  bent  his  knee,  j^^^^  ^ 
and  in  that  aftion  threw  his  fword  too  far  behind  him ;  upon  a  confirm 
this  he  laid  his  hand  on  it  to  pull  it  rights  on  which  tanne-  nui  at 
gut  du  Chaftel,  who  had  been  a  domeftic  to  the  duke  of  Monte- 
ream 
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Orleans^  cried-  with  a  ftem  voice,  "  It  is  time/'  ai^  iiBme* 
diately,  with  his  pole  ax^  cut  olF^tbe  duke>  chin  as  he  was 
kneeling,  and,  before  he  Was  able  to  rife,  or  put  himfeif  in  a 
pofture  of  defence,  he  was  difpatched  by  feveral  mortai 
wounds,  NoaiUes^  who  was'  the  neareft  him  of  any  of  his 
own  party,  drawins  his  dagger,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot; 
eight  more  of  his  friends  fecured,  and  only  Montaguei  by 
leaping  the  barriers,  which  was  thought  impoffible,  made 
his  efcape.  This  tragedy  was  a£ted  on  the  tenth  of  Septemr 
her^.  Moft  writers  fay  it  was  in  the  dauphin's  prefence^ 
others,  that  two  of  his  own  people  withdrew  him  before 
the  duke  was  killed ;  certain  it  fs,  tha^  he^difavowed  it  by 
smanifeflo,  and  as  certain  that  this  was  generally  believedi 
At  Paris  they  exprefTed  the  utmoft  horror  and  indignation  i 
apd.the  queen's  chancellor,  for  there  were  now  double  of- 
ficers of  every  denomination,  prevailed  to  have  tte  firft  pre- 
lident  fentto  the  new  duke,  to  condole,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  the  queen,  and  the  city  of  Paris^  on  the  lofs  of  his 
^atl^ '  (  G  }-  On  the  17  th  of  O^^r  a  treaty  of  union  was 
'         '   ,  figoedj 

^  Annate^  de  France,  Juv.  desU&sws.'  S  DupLEiXt 

!•  0£  Serres.  .    ,    •-  . 

(  G  )   John^   fumamed  the  fufpicious:    he    made  treaties 

ftarUfi^    duke  -  of    Burgundy^  wiih  ^  view  folely  to  his  perfo- 

was  tbehelfSA  well  of- FArir/^i  nal  intered,  whh6ttt  regard  to 

as   of  hfi  fatbci^s   territories,  the  welfare  of  ttie  Hate,  or  of 

wiueb  xondtred    hixa ,  able  tp^  pofberity :  he  qaiekly  faw  '  the 

ifipport  his  party  in  Fr«iir#,  and  ill  eofifeqaences  of  thefe  en» 

t& carry  his  pretenfions  a$  high  gagements^  declined  executing^ 

ts  his  lather  had  done,  though  and  even    adted   contrary    to 

they  were  not  fo  well  founded  them  (2).     By  thefe  Heps  his 

(i).    He  had  all  thegood  qua-  misfortunes  were  hroaglit  on; 

JSd^srequifite  to  render  a  prince  and,  in  refped  to  his  death* 

adtnired'and  beloveii:  be  was  he  was  ander  a  kind  of  infatu- 

ptucknt^  libferi),  eloqiieht,  af-  ation,  for  he  had  intelligence 

ftble,juid  brave:   his  great,  of  whats^as  defigned  againff 

'  indeei  his  .  only,  loible  was  him  from  more  than  one  ^uar*' 

'    ^mbitiQti*     Afker  the    ibufder  ter.    He  hefitated,   and  even' 

of  |hc  duke  of  Of IfAns^  he  wias  ftopped,  at  the  faveral  'Wli^s ; 

lieTfcreafy.  "Whenever    any  and  at  laft  put  himfeif  into  the 

ftrahgers  approached  him,'  he  hands  of  the  fervants  of  the 

,<dbk  them  for  afTaflins:  he  in-  duke  of  Or liofisy  whom,  with 

creafed  the  .  number    of    his  the  fame  treachery,  and  with 

guards :    he  grew  jealoua  and  the  like  fUlfe  aiTurances  upo« 

•  fx)  Meyenl4nnai.  Fldnd.  'Le'Gtndn,     '  '^        (z)  Gagwni  Hift,    Pauli 

,  «  oarthr 
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ligQedy  by  dq>utics.  from  feveral  great,  cities,  at  Arras ^  for     A,  D.  * 
revenging  his  death ;  and  qa  the  fecond  of  December  a  truce,     '  4' 9»^ 
between  the  kings  of.  France  zn^  England^  under  the  media.- 
tion  of  the  duke  of  burgundy ^.x\vxt  all  parties  might  aft 
with  the  greater  idgtMir  ^gainft  the  common  enemy,.,  that  is, 
againft the  dauphin \     .'     •  .  .    ,  ,  ""      ■ 

In  the  fpring  of  the  fucceeding  year,  the  court  being  at  Sy  the 
Troye,  the  duke  o(:?urgundy  came  thither  with  a  numerous  treaty  of 
*  attendance,  and  waarec^ved,  with  the  greateft  kindiiefs  and  Troyes, 
refpeftj-foou  aftqLcamcctbc.klpg  oi  England,  attended,  by  Henry  V. 
his  brothers  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and  Gloucejler,  a  great  ^/'.Eng- 
number  of  £'«^g^i^  lordsj  ahd  anefcortepf  fixteen  hutSred^^"^ '^  ^'■ 
men ;  and  after  a.ifew  days  Ijpeut  ip  .viiits  and  ceremony,  pro-  ^'^^^^  ''^ 
ceeded  to  ratify*  on; the  twenty^firft  oiMay  a  treaty,  wnich^^  ^'jr 
had  been  fettled  the';precediog.ycai:  at -r^rr^j,  by  which  the  jpy^^^ 
whole  confUtution  of  iPraTzr^  was  ^overturned  'i     This  treaty  and  the 
contains  thirty-one  articles;  the  chief  of  which  were,  that  dauphin 
Henry,  fhould  efponfe  madame  Katherine  of  France ;   that  Charlet 
after  the  death  of  Charles  he  fhpuld  fucceed  him  as  his  next  /V  pro- 
heir ;  that,  in  the  mean  time,^  he  ihopld  exercif^  the  regal  cl»mtdmm> 

*  Ancien.  Chron. .  d&Fraace*.  g.  J£m>l«  ^  T.  Livii,  * 

vita  Henricl  quinti,  Monstre^.  ,  .       . 

oath,  he  had  drawn  to  th?  like  in  refj:>ea  to  the  vipfence,  an'd 

difmaikindofdeath  (3).  Some  opiy  fiiggeft  that  jealoufy  wa^ 

of  his  morderers  were  ptmilh-  one  of  the  principai  motives  to 

td ;  hat  tamtegui  duChaJleldiC'  that  i>l6ody    adion  (6).     He 

avowed'any  iDtention  to  aiTafr  had  by  this  frinceh  Fhilif  4he 

fiaate  him,  which  his  foa  ac-  Godd^  his  ixxcctSor  i  Margar^^ 

cepted  as  a  juftification ;  and  -who  efpeufed  LeiA/is  the  daa- 

there  were  others  alfo  who  c-  phin,  an4  afifefward&-<^r/^«r.of 

fcaped  (4).     He  was  not  fifty  Bretagne^covAd\At^o(  France i 

at  the  time  of.  his  deceafe*    He  Katherine,    who   died    unmar-      '* 

efpoofed  Margaret,  of  Ba*varia,  ried ;     Mary ,    who    efpoufed 

daughter  ^  phe  count  of  Hain-  Adolph,  duke  oi  Cleaves ;    Jfa* 

autt'y  who,  as  ascertain //fwj^  helle,  who  married:  Orroer  de, 

hiflorian   affirms,   was  forced  A/0//,  fon  ta*the  >count  of  jP^«l 

by  the  duke  of  Or/f<>»i,    and  thii«0re\   Annit  the  confort  of 

who,  in  refentment  of  this  in;-  the  reg^ent^uke  oi Bedford,  aad: 

}ary,  indigated  her  hufb^d  to  Jgnes,    who  becap^e  the  wifi^  ^ ' 

the  ai&ifination  of  that  prince  of  Ci^^r/AJ,  duke  oi Bourbon  (j')^ 

<5) :    but   tht  French   yrxitexs,,  Margaret,  duc\ithoi Burgundy^ 

who  mention  hpr  amonr  with  iicQ^^icd  January  23,  121 4.    \ 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  are  ijlenl 

(3)  Antrftfis-'iie  Francu    Vufliix,  (4)  C.  de  BwUnvilliers,  Le  Qfnd^ 

(5)  Chalfivs,  voL  ii. ^.40.  (6).  ■?•  Daniel.  {-])  Paulus'Mmiiius^Je  ^ 

rfbui  gefth  Francvum^   y.  de  Slerrei^  DHfUix,    J)a  Tilkt,  1?,  Binault,   Mt7i\ 
4:^9  de  Ckoi/^,  '♦    "■ 

.»  power, 
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einmfis    powcF,  but  with  the  fti^and  title  only  of  regent  and  heir 
ibeftate,  of  France ;  that,  in  fucceeding  times,  the  realms  bf  France 
mndSfin.  and  England  fliould  be  governed  by  thd  fame  perfon,  but 
iefitid,     that  both  nations  fliould  live  according  to  their  own  laws  ™. 
After  the  ratification  by  CharUs^  his  queen,  the  duke  of 
Burgundy 9  and  a  multitude  of  great  lords,  who  fwore  fealty 
to  Henry  and  his  heirs,  he  was  contrafted  to  the  princdls 
Katharine^  whom  he  cfpoufed  on  the  feCond  of  June ;  and 
then  the  treaty  being  approved  by  the  parliament,  was  pro- 
claimed in  moft  of  the  great  towns,  and  the  dauphin  de- 
clared an  enemy  to  the  ftate,  and  incapable  of  the  fuccef- 
fion  ". 
Henry         Henrt,  king  of  England^  and  heir  of  France^  judging 
gakes  eve-  rightly  that,  as  his  title  was  acquired,  fo  it  muft  be  fupport- 
ry  method  ed  by  force,  inftead  of  wailing  his  time  in  celebrating  his 
tofkcun    marriage  with  jufts  and  tournaments,  to  which  the  French 
thefofef'  lords  were  inclined,  marched  the  very  next  day  to  rcduofe 
^?  /"^  r  ^^^^^  which  fubmitted  without  any  reGftance.     The  king, 
'r-^^^'^"  having  made  his  entry,  turned  to  the  ai'ehbiihop,  whom  the 
tked^-  '^^"P^^>  f^^  ^'s  attadiment  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  had 
fhin  /tf-    expelled,  and  who  performed  the  ceremony  ot  the  king's 
hours  to     marriage,  and  made  him  the  following  compliment  r  **  We 
'vinScate  "  are  DOW  even  my  friend;  yefterday  yooi  gave  me  a  wife, 
kis  right    **  and  to  day  1  reftore  yours  <>/*    He  proceeded  to  Monte- 
to  the  re-  reau^  which  was  reduced  wth  like  facility ;  when  the  duke 
gency  and  ^{Burgundy  finding  his  father's  corpfe  interred  in  hiscloathi, 
to  thi      caufed  it  to  be  put  in  a  lead  coffin,  embalmed,  and  fent  to 
*''**"'*•      DiJM:  the  army  next  .befi^ed  JM!?/Mif,  which  was  defended 
with  great  fpiri t  and  Im^ very  for  four  months,  and  then  f urren- 
dered  by  capitulation,  which  the  French  writers  fay  was  not  cx- 
aftly  keptP.     The  feafon  bring  pretty  far  advanced,  the  two 
kings  returned  to  Paris ;  where,  notwithfbnding  they  were  in 
a  very  miferable  and  ftarving  condition,  the  inhabitants  were 
forced  to  exhauft  themfelves  in  rejoicings  upon  this  occafion. 
A  few  days  after  the  duke  of  ^2<r^2/n(/)^  demanded  juiHce  of 
the  king,  for  the  murder  of  his  father,  which  was  promifed 
him ;  and,  in  an  allembly  held  in  the  prefence  of  both  kiws, 
the  dauphin  being  fummoned  to  appear  and  juftify  himfelf 
againft  the  charge  brought  by  two  prodlors,  in  the  name  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy ^  he  was  condemned  for  contumacy, 
as  failing  to  appear,  declared  convift  of  murder,  banilhed 
France  for  ever  (as  the  hiftorians  fay,  though  the  fentence  i^ 

■*  Adt.  Pub,  torn.  ix.    Thom.  de  Elmham,   .    ■  Tl  Livii, 
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,  conceived  ia  general  terms), .  and  adjudged  ua\^rthy  and  in-' 
capable  of  the  crown ;  which  fentence .  was  pronounced  by 
^John  le  ClerCf  who  had  then  the  office,  or  at  leaft  the  title, 
of  chancellor  of  Frawc^  q.  In  the  moiith  of  December  was 
held  anaflembly  of  ftates,  in  which  a  fubfidy  was  demand-^ 
.cd  of  an  eighth  part  of  the  money  every  man  pofleffed,  to 
•which,  it  being  to  little  purpofe  to  difpute,  the  deputies  con-  . 
fented,  and  it  was  raifed  by  paying  heavy  money  at  the  ex- 
, chequer,  and  receiving  light  in  the  proportion  before-men-  ^ 

tioned '.     We  muft  now  pafs   to   the  other  court.     The 
dauphin,  now  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  a/Tumed 
.the  fame  title  with  Henry,  ftiling  himfelf  regent  and  heir  of* 
.France.     AH  the  provinces  beyond  the  Leire  declared  for 
him  without  fcruple ;  moft  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and 
many  of  the  nobility,  chofe  to  follow  his  fortunes.     The 
prince  of  Orange,  as  a  partizan  of 'the  houfe  of  Burgundy^ 
was  the  only  enemy  be  had  in  tfie^  fouth  of  France;  and  by 
.^giving  the  government  of  Langiicdoc  to  the  count  of /b/jc, 
he  made  his  efforts  in  thatcaufe  incffe<5lual ',     But  the  count 
oi  Foix  afFefting  to  render  himfelf  independent,  and  having     a  jy 
.with  this  view  demanded  a  patent  for  the  fame  government     iizo^ 
.frona  the  king,  the  dauphin  found  it  neceffary  to  deprive 
.him,  though  of  his  own  naming;  which  he  did,  and  replaced 
,  him  by  the  count  de  Clermont^  eldeft  fon  of  the  duke  of 
,Bourbon  ^     He  likewife  found  means   to  get  rilore  money 
,  than  the  two  kings,  by  their  edift  for  debafing  the  coin ; 
*fbr  he  raifmg  the  nominal  valne  much  higher  than  they,  as 
loon  as  their  new  coin  appeared,  drew  the  beft  part  of  it  into 
.the  citiesi under  his  obe^fiencej  which  enabled  him  to  pay  his 
troops;  while  at  Paris,  the  winter  being  remarkably  hard| 
.the  people  perilhed  by  hundreds  in  the  ftreets  with  cold 
'and  hunger  ". 

-The  affairs  of  his  hereditary  dominions  obliged  I/enty  to  ^eea"^^ 
make  a  tour  to  England,  whither  he  likewife  carried  his  new  t^^™** 
.queen,  leaving  the  duke  pf  Exeter  to  command  in  ParU,^^*^  ^^ 
and  ft)  take  charge  of  thecourt  olFrance.  .The  earl  of  •^'0/^/^  1^    ^ 
Jniry  was  made  governor  of  Rouen  5  but  the  command  of  the  ^f^^gj^ 

'^    J.  DE  SeRRES,       DuPLBIX,      Du     TiLLfiT,'    P.   DAtllfeL. 
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-4i«/  the     army,  and  the  chief  direAion  of  aSklrs,  wa$  committ^  tb 
king  raif^  his  brother  the  duke  of  Clarenck    The  duke  of  Burgundy ^ 
forctsfor   at  the  fame  tirtie,  returned  likewifc  into  his  territories;  and 
tbi<warin  ^^  truth  was  they  both  flood  in  great  need  of  forces,  thofe 
France,    ^j^^y  j^^j  brought  from  England  and  Burgundy  being  wore 
out,  either  by  ficknefs  or  fervice,  and  they  wefe  afraid  of 
trufting  to  an  arn>y  compofed  for  the  moft  part  of  French 
troops  ^.     Henry  was  likewife  defirons  of  feeing  his  queea 
crowned  in  England^  obtaining  the  fanfVion  of  psCrliament  to 
his  treaty  of  Troye^  which  he  confidered  as  the  conftitution 
of  his  new  monarchy,  fed  a  large  fapply  of  money,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  complete  the  coriqueft  of  France.    He  fiic- 
ceeded  in  moft  of  thele  points ;  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
told  by  his  parliament,  that  England^  exclufive  of  fame,  was 
fo  far  from  being  a  gainer  by  his  conqueft,  that  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  France  was  like  to  become  her  ruin,  which  chagrined 
him  exceedingly;  for  he  fmcerely  lov^d  his  country,  and 
faw  he  had  impoveriftied  it  with  regret*  He  loved  his  family 
likewife,  with  a  tendernefs  not  altogether  governed  by  pru- 
dence :  a  ftrong  inftance  of  this  appeared  in  permittiiig  his 
brother,  the  duke  of  Cloucejler,  to  fteal  Jaqueline^  duchefs 
of  Brabant y  from  her  huiband,  on  account  of  the  great  do- 
minions which  (he  poflefled  in  her  own  right;  for  this  gavb 
a  great  difguft  to  the -duke  of  Burgundy ^  as  well  oti  the  fcore 
of  the  outrage  done  to  his  coufm,  as  becaufe  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  this  young  prince  in  the  Low  Countries  would  have 
been  very  unacceptable  to  hiqifelf,  as  the  king  might  eafily 
have  forefeen  *. 
7hi  Scots     Things  in  the  mean  time  topk  a  new  turn  in  France; 
forces  un-  for  the  dauphin  having  received  a  fupply  of  fix  or  fev^ 
dir  the     thoufand  Scots ^  under  the  command  of  the  regent's,  fon  foHtt 
command   Stuart^  earl  of  Buchan,  he  fent  them  to  defend  his  frontier 
if  the  earlQ^  the  fide  of  Anjou,  and  appointed  tii^  Sieur  de  la  Fayette, 
^/f^^f^  with  a  corps  of  French  forces,  to  afSft  them  X.     Tl^efe  St^ts 
4^(0/  the  jjgjjjg  quartered  at  Bauge  by  themfclves,  the  duke  of  Clarence 
Cltt-ence  ^^^  intelligence  of  them;    and  making  no  doubt  tKit  he 
0t  Bauge.  fi^ould  be  able  to  furprize  them,  marched  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  at  arms,  and  the  beft  archers  he  had^  with  that 

,  V  Annalcs  de  France,    Thom.  Elmham,    T,  Livii,  vita 
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view,  leaving  orders  for  the  earl  of  SaUJbury  to  follow  him, 
as  foon  as  he  conveniently  could,  with  the  reft  of  his  forces. 
The  earl  of  Buchan,  having  pofted  his  troops  as  advantage- 
oafly  as  he  could,  received  him  gallantly ;  and  the  duke, 
being  defirou$  of  obtaimng  an  undivided  viftwy,  expofed 
nimfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  after  performing  all  that 
could  be  expefted  from  his  birth  and  courage,  he  was  flain 
upon  the  fpot,  and  his  trcx>ps  defeated :  thtere  fell  likewife 
the  earl  of  Kent,  lord  Grey,  the  lord  Ro/s,  and  about  three 
\thoufand  men ;  the  earls  of  Somer/et  and  Huntingdon,  with 
-fome  other  perfons  of  note,  were  taken  prifonerfc.  'This  vic- 
tory, though  it  coft  the  lives  of  fifteen  hundred  French,  was, 
as  their  writers  very  juftly  obferve,  of  great  con'iequence, 
,  lince  it  proved  that  the  Engtijb  were  not  invincible;  and  it 
did  great  honour  to  the  earl  of  Buchany  who  killed  the  duke  of 
Clarence  with  his  own  hand  *.  The  French  army  next  be- 
fleged  Alenfon\  the  earl  oi  SaUJbury  marched  that  way  to 
raiie  the  fiege ;  but  finding  the  enemy  too  ftrong  he  retired, 
and  though  he  did  it  with  great  caution,  his  rei^r  foffered 
in  his  retreat.  Henry  landed'at  Calais  with  tWenty-eight 
thoufand  men,  of  which  four  thoufand  were  horfe;  he 
marched  direftly  to  the  relief  of  Chartres,  which  was  be* 
iieged  by  the  dauphin,  who  retired  at  his  reprciach, '  and  he 
followed  him  as  far  zs  Orleans  ■.  On  his  return,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  people  of  Paris,  he  befieged  Meaux,  which 
held  but  for  eight  months,  and,  when  it  furrendered,  the 
king  caufed  the  governor  to  be  beheaded.  This,  and  fotne 
other  inftances  of  rigour,  particularly  fending  the  marflkl 
de  Lijle  Adam  to  the  baftile,  for  fomething  he  took  amifs  in 
his  looks,  chagrined  the  French  exceedingly :  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  they  thought  it  prudent  to  make  great  rejoice-  » 
ings  on  the  news  of  queen  Katherine*s  being  delivered  of  a 
fon  at  Wind/or,  who  was  confidered  as  the  fucceflbr  of  both 
kingdoms  ^.  As  for  the  unfortunate  Charles,  he  would  haVe 
been  more  pitied  if  he  had  (hewn  any  fenfe  of  his  misfor-  A.  D. 
tunes ;  but. he  feemed  to  be  altogether  without  feeling :  and  1 421. 
as  for  the  queen,  her  implacable  averfion  to  the  dauphin, 
her  particular  kindnefs  for  the  fvinctfs  Katherine,  who  very 
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much  refembled  her,  and. the  refpeft  paid  her  by  her  fpn-ia- 
.law,  who  was  the  firft  prince  in  Europe^  kept  her  from  fee- 
ing the  real  miicry  of  her  condition;  fp  that,  upon  ell  oc- 
cafions,  ihe  appeared  with  a  freedom  and  fpirit,  which,  at 
the  fam^  time  that  it  raifed  the  odium  of  the  French,  made 
'  her  contemptible  to  the  Englijb  S 
JHoth  the '     HpNRY  refolved  to  open  the  next  campaign  with  drivii:^ 
,^iffg^9        all  the  dauphin's  garrifons  out  of  Picarh,  and  took  the 
'  Hcnryand a^li  j^Qr  this  purpofe  in  the  month  of.Ju'te,  having  with 
Charles,    j^jj^  ^j^^  p^^j.  ingj-m  k.ing  and   the  two  queens.     He  flaid 
^ecea/e,      fometimfe  at  Senlisy  while  the  cad  of  l^^arwkk  cleared  the 
SJj^jj^^^*^^  adjacent  country;  but  was  fuddetily  recalled  to  Paris ,  by 
a  mifera-  intelligence  that  the  dauphin  had  friends  there,  who  meant 
hie  and      to  put  hitn  in  poffeffion  of  the  place.  .  On  his  arrival  he^ 
^ruBed  found  a  woman,  who  had  been  apprehended  with  letters  to^ 
condition,  fuch  as  were  privy  to  this  defign;  and,  as  (he  acknowleged 
her  fault,  he  direfted  that  her  accomplices,  being  fecured, 
they  fhould  be  all  thrown  together  into  the  river  **,     After 
this  4ctoftion  and  difappointment  of  his  enemies,  he  retura-r 
ed  again  to  S^enlis,     The  dauphin,  in  the  mean  time,  iq-. 
veiled  Cme  upon  the  hiire,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  and 
>    obliged  tbe'goyernor  to  confent  that  he  would  render  the 
place  into  his  hjinds,  if  it  was  not  relieved  by  the  duke  of 
'  Burgundy  by  the'  middle  of  Augufl.     The  duke,    piqued  ^t 
this,  challenged  the  dauphin  to. n^ma a  day  of  battle;  which 
being  accepted,  Henry  'refolv^d  to  be  prefent,  and  with  that 
view  ordered  his  forces  to  march  from  Paris  and  Picardy 
through  Qbampagfie,  to  join  thpfc  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy. i 
but  finding  himfelf  v^ry  much  indifpofed  at  Mehin,  he  di- 
.  refted  his   brother,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  to  join  the  duke  of  Burgundy  as  foon  as  poffiblej 
and  retired  himfelf  into  Vincennes  °,     There  his  diftemper 
increafed  tq  fuch  a  degree  as  left  little  hopes  of  recovery : 
this  diftemper  was  a  fiftula,  the  nature  of  which  being  then 
little  ur^derftood,  was  fo  ill  managed  that  a  mortification 
wfucd.     Iq  his  laft  monients  he  recommended  to  the  lords 

^  Hift.  Anonym,  ^c  Qharles  VI.     Mo mst relet.    Thoi^. 

^LMHAM,      P,    ^MIL.      LeGeNDRE,     GacUiN.  Hift.      J.    DE 

Serres.  .*  Annales  de  France.     Dupleix,   Mez.eray, 

T.  Livii,  vit^  Heqri^i  quinti.     P.\^mil.     Gaguiki   Hift. 
Ji'Abbe  de  Choisy.  .      «  Juvenal    de5   Urs;ns,     T* 

WALSINOliAM,    DUPLEIX,     ThOM.  ElmHAM,      P.  HeNAULT, 

f.  Daniel."  ^u  Ti^LEfi    ^ezeray,    Anci^n.   Chroniqao 
*    .  4e  Ffa^Jc^. 
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that  hereabout  him  three  fhings;  th6firft^v4sto  prcferr^ 
by  all  means  poffible,  the  friendihip  of  Ae  duke  ti^Burgujtd^^ 
aod  to  give  him,  in  cafe  they  could  engage  him  to  accept  it» 
the  regency  of  France^  which,  if  he  refufcd,  he  confided  to 
the  duke  of  Betfford :  in  the  next  pladi,  he  fof bid  them' t<> 
fet  at  liberty  the. French  prifoners,  till  his  fon  ftlqiild  b^^^ 
full  age  J  and,  laftly,  he' commanded  t'hemV.  in  cafe  theJT 
Ihould  ever  be  forced  to  mak^  a  peace  with  Ckarles^Jf 
Galois  (fp  he  called  the  dauphin),  to  figcur^  .the  auchyof 
Hormandy^  and  ^inne}^  U,  .as  an  iodepeodeat  .fov^reigoty, 
to  England  ^.  Be  declared  Humphrey ^  duke  of  Glouce^t>^ 
regeat  of  England,  and  appointed  the  6arl  of:  Wamukk  go- 
vernor of  his  fon*8  perfon.  This  done  he  prepared  for  deaths 
with  great  calmnefs  and  conftancy,  ending  hk  days  on  riie 
Jaft  of  Jugtffi,  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  ef  his  age  g.  '  T^c 
duke  of  Btirgundy  ha,wing  refufed  the  regency,  the*,  duke  ojf 
Bedford  afTqmed  it,  but  governed  entirely  by  his  and  thp 
queen's  advice.  The  unfortunate  Charles  was  daily  4^- 
dining  in  his  health;  and,  being  feized  with  a  quaruuBhagui^ 
^i^  CMitbc  2xft  of  Quaker  (H),  in  the iifty-fowth year  of  Jiis 

•      ■   '  •  age, 

^'  Ancien.  Chronique  de  France.  Din»tEix,'  T;  ^LtSHAiir, 
Du  TiLLET,  T.  Livii,rita  Henrici  qutmi:  Ctaguini  Hifr. 
L'  Abbe  dc  Choisy.  «  Juvenal  des   Ursin?,\  T. 

Livji,  vita  Henrici  qui nti.     T.  Elmham,    Thom.  Walsik tf- 

HAM.      POLYD,   ViRO. 

(H)  We  have  already  de-  beared  all  that  was  ifl  his  poiiircr 
fcribed  the  perfon  of  this  mon-  to  make  him  fenfiblc  of  the 
arch,  and  obferved  that  he  was  misfortunes  that  wOuId  attend 
one  of  the  handfomefl  men  of  this  neglect ;   which  at  length 
his  age.     At  the  age  of  fev^n-  •  obliged  him  to  divert  his  carb 
teen  his  ftrength  w^s  fo  great,  to  his  younger  brother  the  dukte 
that  he  was  able  to  break  a  of  Or  leaps.     Yet   the  natural 
horfe-ftioe :  he  wrefqed,  v^uh-  good  qualities  of  Charles,  gain- 
ed, ran  at  the  Tine^  and  per-  ed  him  the  afFedtion,  and,  in 
formed  every   fort  of  ipanly  fome  deme,  the  efteem,  pf  his^ 
cxercife,  with  great  dexterity.  fubjeA^*     Pf  caufed  the  body 
His  misfortune  was,  that,  be-  of  the  conftable  duGuetcUn  tp 
coming  a  king  before  he  ar-  be  buried  with,  great  fpIendoi;ir 
rived   at    years  of  difcretion,  at  St.  Denis:    neither  was  he 
he  could  not  be  pevailed  up-  grateful  only  to  the  dead',  but 
on  to  bellow  a  proper  degree  of  to  the  living,  infomuch  that  he 
application  upon  any  thing  that  never  forgot  any  perfonal  fer- 
was  feHous,  though  his  uncle,  vices  that  were  rendered  hint, 
the  duke  of  Bourdon^  who  was  but    rewarded    them    amply, 
fharged  with  hiseducatioB,  la-  fome  fay  profafely.    He  was) 

Mm  3  «  prod): 
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^  ^  f<u;qr«tlUrd  of  his  rdga,  ami  the  thirdedi  from  the 
lo6  3.  \^  ifixS&^ :  he  was  little  d^Iored  by  his  ^fqbje^ls, 
'      .  ffill 


^    iifl)rghrentoihcw8.awi 
tpe^des^  and  was  never  bet- 
ter pWfed  than  when  he  could 
find  an  opportunity  to  exhibit 
ihcm.    His  nncles  encouraged 
^  this,  which  wai  at  the  iiune 
xoMt  very  aectfptabie   to  the 
;q«een  I/aieUm,  who  bved  foch 
afflufements  .more    than    he.- 
There  ha^be^n  di&Qvered,  of 
W|(  years,  ai^;ol4  m^^ixkript 
of  :ihat  time,    containing  the 
roll  pf  a  gallant Tpclety,  enti- 
tulec),  Lia  tQuri  (cavr)  amoreufe^ 
that  is^    l^he  amorous  courts  in 
l^ich  fill  the  principal  lords 
4Mid  gefttkanen  are  ranged,  un- 
der ra  gveat  variety  of  tides, 
jtdcen  from  the  officers  of  the 
'fiate  and  government;  fo  that 
it  appears  this  was  a  icind  of 
aflbcia^pn  for  promoting  plea- 
fure,  and,  ^t  the  fame  time, 
.Ifarlefquing  bufinefs,  and  ^tty 
thing  u>lemn  and  ferious.     A 
fore  and  fad  fymptom  of  na- 
tional riuni  for  as  families  iink 
£rft  into  diilrefs,  and  then  to 
4eJbtt£Uon,    when  thofe  who 
are  at  the  head  of  them  neglect 
thejr  duty   to   follow  amufe-. 
inents,  the  fame  thin^  happens 
in  kin|;doms,  and  difcontents, 
diflenuon,  and  diflipations,  fol- 
|ow  a  feries  of  gaudy  pomp 
'i.Qd  idle  pageantries,  often  in 
.the  famci  reign,  hut  always  in 
dieni^xt,  as  it  fetl  out  here. 
l]he,king»  after.  hjs/ei;ifes  were 
difturbea,  enjoyed   (ometimes 
U^ftQ  01"  four  month^of  health, 
jand  tolerashle  .^uiyerftanding; 
jduflng  ^  whic|^  ^.He  a^fcl  at 
<founal,  and  jiTued  .ordinances, 
'^Ijich  pef haf 8  ^erecoiitracliS- 
1(4/^^  t^e  (^aiA^nqps  of  the  xi^xt 


interval  pf  good  health;    be-« 
ca^fe,  iff  the  mean  time,  a  new 
fet  of  minifters  had  got  into 
power,  infomuch  that   it  was 
hard  to  fay  whether  the  king's 
ficknefs  or  long  life,  his  own 
weaknefs;  or  his  wi&^s  gallan- 
tries, the  want  of  experience 
in  his  fon^,  or  the  beondleft 
ainhi^pil*  ^of  his  ancles,  were 
inoft  {tfejodicial  to  his  realm  ; 
but  the  cQnjundlion  of  them  all, 
and,  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of -rf- 
gtncourtf  brought  it    fo    low, 
that  it  is  not  impoffible  Henry 
V.  if  he  had  lived,  might  haVe 
eilabliihed   a  new  line.      His 
death,  which  was  f<^lowed  by    , 
that  of  Charles,   who  lingered 
but  a  fmall  time  of  a  quartan 
agtie,  increafed  the  public  con- 
fufion  fox  t\ih  prefent,  but  made 
way  for  a  favourable  revolu- 
tion.    By  his  queen  Ifabel  of 
Baroaria^  wl^om  the  French  re- 
prefent  as  equally  vicious  and 
cunning,  the  king  had  many 
children;  two  princes  of  the 
name    of   CiarleSi    who   died 
young;  Leivis,  duke  of  Guzenne, 
and,   by  their  death,  dauphin, 
who  married  Margaret^  daugh- 
ter to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ^  and 
died  at  the  age  of   nineteen 
without  iiTue;    John^  duke  of 
Touraine   and  Dauphine^    who 
efyonitd  yaaueline^  daughter  to 
the  count  of  Hainault,  who  al- 
fo  died  without  ifTue,  ;.abottt  the 
fame    ^ge  with  his    brother; 
CkarUs,  who  fucceeded  his  fa- 
i;her;  and  Pi&i7i^^  who  died  the 
iame  day  he  was  bornK  and  was 
the  cl^ld  of  whqm  die  queen 
.'lay-^  when,  jt^c^  4^e,  of  Or* 
i^0«i(^was  ms^d^^i  the  pnn-  < 
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(till  lefs  by  ^e  ^nglijb,  and  there  .was  not  fo  mndi  as  a 

iingle  prince  of  the  blood  to  attend  hi$  funeral  K 
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cefs  Joandicd  at  two  years  qM; 
I/ahel  efpoufed  firft  RicharJ  II. 
kiog  of  Englaul,  and  then 
Charles^  dake  of  Or/r4n» ;  ano- 
ther Joan,  the  confort  oijobn, 
dake  of  Bretapu  \  Mwry^  who 
became  a  non ;  MicbiUa^  mar* 
ried  to  Pi^/r>  the  Gwd^  doke  of 
Bttrgumdyi  wrA  Katbirim^  their 
yoangeit  daughter^  who  marri- 
ed Htnry  V.  and,  after  his  de- 
ceafe,  Onuen  Tudor,  a  gende- 
man  of  Jfalesy  by  whom,  a- 
mongft  other  children^  fhe  had 
Edmuttd,  earl  ofRicbmonJ,  who 
was  the  fa^er  of  Henry  VII. 
king  of  Eftghnd.    As  for  queen 


Ifahel^  we  Aall  have  occafion 
to  mention  her  death,  and  the 
circumftances  that  attended  it, 
hereafter.  In  thofe  feafons 
that  the  king  was  delirious, 
the  qaeen»  who  pretended  that 
(he  was  s^raid  of  being  widi 
him,  folFered  a  young  woman, 
whofe  name  was  d*  Odette  di 
Cbamp£'uers,  to  fnpply  her, 
place^  by  whom  he  had  a  na* 
tur^  daughter  Margaret  de  Va* 
lots,  ftiled  the  lady  of  Be/Ie^ 
'uille,  who  was  married  to  John 
de  Harpedene,  lord  of  Btlkwlle 
AndPoitov  (i)t 


(ij  Vidt  AuH,  fupra  titsi*'^^^ 
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